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PERSPECTIVE P6
WELCOMING TRIO OF CUBS TO THE WORLD
PURRS IN
THE WILD!
n a big encour-
agement for In-
dia’s conserva-
tion efforts, ‘Aasha,’
cheetah named by PM
Narendra Modi, has giv-
en birth to a litter of cubs
inside KNP in MP on
Wednesday. Officials
have confirmed that
Aasha has delivered 3
cubs, bringing renewed
hope for resurgence of
cheetahs. This momen-
tous event is seen as a
beacon of hope for the
restoration of the cheetah
population in the country,
officials said.Authorities
are closely monitoring
Aasha and her cubs, en-
suring a safe and nurtur-
ing environment for their
growth and development.
I
‘Aasha’ Cheetah, named by
PM Modi, gives birth to 3 cubs
Namibian Cheetah ‘Aasha’ gives birth to three cubs in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park on Wednesday.
Purrs in the wild!
Thrilled to share
that Kuno National
Park has welcomed three
new members. The cubs
have been born to Namibian
Cheetah Aasha. This is a
roaring success for Project
Cheetah, envisioned by
PM Shri @narendramodi
ji to restore ecological
balance. My big congrats to
all experts involved in the
project, the Kuno wildlife
officials, and wildlife
enthusiasts across India.
Bhupender Yadav @byadavbjp
Siraj’s 6-for show!
BLASTS ROCK
IRAN’S KERMAN
least 103 people were killed Wednesday
and 141 injured in the Iranian city of
Kerman after twin blasts near the burial
site of slain military commander Qasem
Soleimani, in what ofﬁcials called a terror attack. The
blast came on the fourth anniversary of Soleimani’s
death in a US air strike, and threatens to accelerate
tensions in the region that have spiked since the start
of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. The ﬁrst explosion
was 2,300 feet (700 meters) from Soleimani’s grave,
and the second was 0.6 miles (1 kilometer) away as
pilgrims visited the site.
Two explosions rocked Iranian city of Kerman during a
procession to commemorate the fourth anniversary of the
assassination of general Qasem Soleimani’s near Soleimani’s
tomb on Wednesday. The terrorists used 2 remote-controlled
briefcases to detonate them in the middle of the crowd.
More then 103 people were
killed and over 141 injured
Twin blasts on 4th anniversary
of Soleimani’s death in Iran
AT
STHREESHAKTI
MODIKKOPPAM!
Moni Sharma
Thrissur
PM Narendra Modi ad-
dressed a mass gathering
of 2L women in Thrissur
on Wednesday, sounding
the poll bugle for the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Titled ‘Sthree
Shakthi Modikkoppam’
(Empower Women with
Modi), convention, was
held at sprawling Thek-
kinkadu ground, organ-
ised by the Kerala unit of
BJPto congratulate Modi
for successfully passing
Women’s Reservation
Bill in both Parl Houses.
Addressing event, Modi
emphasised 10 crore
Ujjwala gas connections,
11 crore pipeline water
connections, 12 crore toi-
lets, Rs 1 Suvidha sani-
tary pads, financial inclu-
sion for one lakh Kerala
women, and girls’admis-
sion to Sainik schools.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi bows down to the audience as IOA President PT Usha, actress
Shobana and others look on, at the BJP’s Mahila Conference, in Thrissur on Wednesday.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to people as he holds
a mega roadshow, in Kerala’s Thrissur on Wednesday.
Modi addresses 2L women in Thrissur, PM says his
surname ‘Modi’ 24 times during 19-minute speech
MODI SPEAKS...
 Daughters of Kerala have
shaped India’s Freedom,
Culture and Constitution
 India’s Nari Shakti will
ensure the ‘Sankalp se
Siddhi’ of a Viksit Bharat
 The politics of LDF-UDF
has always been to weaken
the Nari Shakti
 I.N.D.I.A alliance only aims
to hurt the religious senti-
ments of people of the nation
 I guaranteed freedom from
triple talaq for Muslim sisters
and fulﬁlled what I promised
Adani-Hindenburg Case
SCbacksSEBI,cleanchittoAdani,noSITprobe
Apex Court directs SEBI to complete probe within three months in remaining two cases
First India Bureau
New Delhi
The SC on Wednesday
said report by OCCRP -
an organisation funded
by billionaire George So-
ros, among others - can’t
be basis for doubting
capital markets regulator
SEBI’s probe into Hin-
denburg case. Delivering
the judgment, a Supreme
Court bench of CJI DY
Chandrachud and Justic-
es JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra said there
were no grounds to trans-
fer the probe to a SIT.
The SC also ordered
Centre and SEBI to
check whether
Hindenburg has
ignored rules in
shorting the market
and to take actions
on it accordingly
Truth has prevailed. Satyameva Jayate. am
grateful to those who stood by us. Our humble
contribution to India’s growth story will
continue. GAUTAM ADANI, CHAIRMAN, ADANI GROUP
SENSEX FALLS 535 POINTS DRAGGED BY HDFC
AND IT SHARES AND WEAK GLOBAL TRENDS
The vedict resulted in in a sharp decline in the shares of
Adani group companies. Stock markets declined for a
second day in a row on Wednesday with
benchmark Sensex closing lower by
535 points due to selling in HDFC Bank
and IT shares amid weak global trends.
During the day, it tumbled 588.51 points
or 0.81% to 71,303.97. The broader
Nifty slipped 148.45 points or 0.69% to
21,517.35. JSW Steel, Tata Steel, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, Wipro, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Nestle, HCL Technologies, HDFC Bank
and Maruti were the major laggards.
From today, First India
will trace history
of struggle of
Ram Janmabhoomi
for next 17 days
P2
South Africa
were 62 for
3 in their second
innings at stumps
to trail India by
36 runs on Day
1 of the second
and final Test in
Cape Town on
Wednesday. Aiden
Markram and David
Bedingham were
at crease on 36
and 7 respectively
at close of play.
Earlier, India
collapsed to 153
all out in their
first innings in the
final session after
skittling out South
Africa for 55.
INDIA VS SOUTH AFRICA 2ND, TEST DAY 1
South Africa’s Dean Elgar chops one
onto his stumps on Wednesday.
Mohammed Siraj celebrates
the wicket on Wednesday.
IN BRIEF
In a 1st, India to launch
SpaceX’s Falcon-9
New Delhi: The Indian
space agency will rely on
SpaceX to launch its next
generation heavy commu-
nications satellite named
GSAT-20, official said.
BJP’s Sunil Bansal and
others get key roles
New Delhi: As 2024 Lok
Sabha election nears, BJP
rolled out major appts. JP
Nadda appointed Sunil
Bansal as in-charge of
Yuva Morcha, Bandi San-
jay Kumar is in-charge of
Kisan Morcha and others.
Kejriwal cites RS polls
as he skips ED summons
New Delhi: Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal wrote to
ED that he is busy with
R-Day preps & RS polls,
and would be “happy to
answer” questions.
PM to spend time at
BJP HQ in Jpr on Fri
Jaipur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be among
BJP MLAs and key ofﬁcials
on January 5 in Jaipur. The
Prime Minister will come to
BJP Headquarters and spend
time with BJP MLAs and
ofﬁcials for 3 hours during
which he will give a mantra
for victory in LS polls to start
preps at govt and party
levels. Meanwhile, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah will
address BJP State Working
Committee on January 7. P4
YOGESH SHARMA
Hukum Singh & Shubham Jain
Sikar
Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra was organised on
Wednesday in Bosana
Gram Panchayat of Dhod
Assembly of Sikar dist.
CM Bhajan Lal Sharma
reached the camp to give
information about the
schemes to the public and
inspect the camp.
The Chief Minister vis-
ited the camp and took
information about the
schemes reaching the
common people.The CM
also gave cheques to ben-
eficiaries of Central Govt
schemes. Describing Si-
kar district as land of sol-
diers and farmers, he
said, “The way farmers
work hard, we will soon
solve water problem.
Through these camps
common people are get-
ting benefits of the
schemes. Through the
Ayushman Bharat
Scheme, in case of lack
of treatment, every per-
son can get free treatment
up to Rs 25 lakh in Ra-
jasthan.” P8
ViksitBharatYatrasignifies
Modi’sresolvefordevp:CM
CM Bhajan Lal Sharma hands over cheque to a beneﬁciary in presence of Sumedhanand Saraswati,
Govardhan Verma, Subhash Meel, Subhash Maharia, Ratan Jaldhari & others, at Dhod on Wednesday.
Pradeep Gadhwal
New Delhi/Jaipur
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) on
Wednesday conducted
searches at 31 places in
Haryana and Rajasthan
in connection with the
murder of Sukhdev Sin-
gh Gogamedi. Mean-
while, the NIA took ac-
tion in Jhunjhunu’s Pilani
on Wednesday and ar-
rested illegal arms sup-
plier Ashok while recov-
ering 8 illegal weapons
from accused. The ac-
cused had hidden weap-
ons in the cattle shed in
Jherli village. Notably,
there is also a possibility
of the arrested accused
being linked to gang that
supplied weapons in Go-
gamedi murder case.
Over 30 cases of theft,
embezzlement and rob-
bery have been registered
against the accused.
NIA raids 31
places in Raj,
Hry; 1 arrested
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17days
to go
RamAayenge
RamAayenge
Ram Lalla was there
in a tent, today pucca
house has been given
to not only to Ram
Lalla but also to the
four crore poor of
the country....The
campaign for making
India a developed
country is getting new
energy from Ayodhya.
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER
fter defeating and killing
Lankapati Ravana on the
tenth day of Shukla Pak-
sha in the month of Ash-
win, Shri Ram returned
to his state, Kaushal, on
the day of Kartik Ama-
vasya. His exile in Treta
Yuga is considered to have lasted for
14 years, but in Kali Yuga, the devo-
tees of Ram had to struggle for 500
years to take Ram Lalla to his birthplace.
Ayodhya has been witness to sev-
eral stages in these 500 years. The
mosque was built after demolishing
the temple then the mosque was bro-
ken, then rebuilt, then broken again.
Amid these churnings, for the first
time, violence took place in Ayodhya
over the temple 167 years ago and the
first FIR regarding the disputed site was
filed 166 years ago on November 30,
1858, while the matter reached the court
139 years ago in 1885. The Supreme
Court’s decision on the reinstallation of
Lord Rama’s idol came on November
9, 2019. The figures recorded in this
decisiontellmanystoriesinthemselves.
The story of a long legal battle, the big-
gest story of the biggest controversy, the
story of faith and belief, the story of
struggle, the story of coincidences and
the story of the victory of justice.We try
to make you aware of all these stories
through statistics.
First legal document of 1858
According to the book ‘Ayodhya Revis-
ited’, by Kunal Kishore, on December
1, 1858, Awadh Police Station Officer
Sheetal Dubey stated in his report that
a platform had been built in the Temple
complex. This is the first legal docu-
ment which has evidence of the pres-
ence of a Ram icon inside the complex.
In 1526, Babar came to India to fight
the war against Ibrahim Lodi. Two
years later, in 1528, Babar’s Subedar
Mirbaki demolished the grand Ram
temple built at the Ram Janmabhoomi
in Ayodhya and built a mosque. It was
named Babri Masjid in honor of Babar.
According to Baburnama, during his
visit to Ayodhya in 1528, Babar or-
dered the construction of the mosque.
After 330 years, in 1858, the contro-
versy regarding this mosque started
whenanFIRwasfiledtoperformhavan
and puja on the disputed premises.
The case reached the court in 1885,
27 years after the incident of 1858,
when Mahant Raghubar Das filed a pe-
tition in Faizabad District Court to
build a temple at Ram Janmabhoomi,
however, the court rejected his petition.
The decision was appealed in 1886 but
the petition was rejected again.
76 wars fought to build temple
A study of historical documents states
that 76 wars took place from 1528 to
1949 to construct the temple at Shri
Ram’s birthplace in Ayodhya. The last
bloody conflict occurred in 1934 when
the Hindus damaged the forcefully built
structure. After this incident, the then-
British government imposed a financial
penalty. That conflict had an impact on
both communities. On one hand, Hin-
dus calmed down, on the other hand,
Muslims stopped offering Namaz there.
Ram Lalla’s statue was installed
under the Central Dome in 1949
In the year 1949, on December 22-23,
the statue of Ram Lalla was installed
under the Central Dome at the disputed
site after which an FIR was lodged in
the matter on December 23. Subse-
quently, the gate of the complex was
locked. The Municipal Corporation
Chairman was made the receiver of the
disputed area and on January 5, Mu-
nicipal Corporation President Priya
Dutt Ram became its receiver.
In 1950, the matter once again
reached the court and by 2019 this le-
gal battle reached its conclusion.
In 1949, the then District Magistrate
of Faizabad, KK Nair locked the struc-
ture to maintain law and order but al-
lowed a priest to go inside the structure
twice a day and perform daily puja and
other rituals. To get this lock opened,
Hindu society started filing petitions in
the court after 1950. Then Muslims
also filed a petition in 1962.
500
sagaofanepic
homecoming...
-YEAR-OLD
In Treta Yug, Shri Ram was exiled for 14 years from Ayodhya but in Kali Yuga, it took almost 500 years of
struggle by Ram Bhakts to bring Ram Lalla to his birthplace in Ayodhya. First India traces the history of
the struggle of Ram Janmabhoomi till the realisation of the dream of millions of Indians...
A
SIGNIFICANT YEARS
OF STRUGGLE FOR
RAM’S BIRTHPLACE
YEAR 1528
The disputed structure
(Babri Masjid) was
constructed by
demolishing the Ram
temple. It was built by
the Mughal ruler Babar,
hence it came to be
called Babri Masjid.
YEAR 1853
For the ﬁrst time,
communal riot took
place near the disputed
site in Ayodhya.
YEAR 1859
The British had erected
a fence at the disputed
site. Also, Muslims
were allowed to pray
in the inner part of the
complex and Hindus in
the outer part.
YEAR 1961
Muslim ﬁle suit
wherein the UP Sunni
Wakf Board ﬁles a suit
seeking possession
of the disputed Babri
Mosque site. They also
demand the removal
of Ram Idols from the
Babri Masjid.
The first violence took
place in Ayodhya 167
years ago while an
FIR was registered
162 years ago
76 wars were fought
from 1528 to 1949 to
construct the temple
at Ram’s birthplace in
Ayodhya. The last
bloody conflict
occurred in 1934
During excavation, apart from a large number
of fragmented idols of gods and goddesses,
and a 5 feet Shivalinga were also found.
2100-kg Bell
will ﬁll the air of Ayodhya
with sonority of the morn-
ing and the evening aarti.
44-ft Dhwaj Dand
(ﬂag pole) will be perched
atop the temple. A dhwaj
dand or dhwaj stambh
represents the cosmic
axis and draws the energy
of the universe to the
garbhagriha.
10,000 Devotees
will be able to visit the
temple building at the
same time and receive
darshan.
366 columns
feature life-like idols of
various avatars of Vishnu,
Shiva, Saraswati, and
Chausath (64) Yoginis.
Click this
QR code or
press here
to watch this
video
Artisans & sculptors
from across India have come
together to bring Ram Mandir
alive as an immortal wonder
on earth. The superstructure is
carved out of Bansi Paharpur
pink sandstone from Rajasthan.
This melodious song
is sung by RSS Pracharak
from Rajasthan, Nimbaram,
to mark the
Ram Temple
consecration
ceremony on
January 22.
In this song,
Nimbaram
hails the Ram
Janmabhoomi and Lord Ram.
PANKAJ SONI
The writer is
Associate Editor
at First India
 


	3. CSPantstressestimemanagement
anddedicationforpublicwelfare
Vimal Kothari
Jaipur/Udaipur
Officials of  the Income
Tax Department on
Wednesday morning
started raids at 34 loca-
tions of Fateh Group,
which runs a chain of ho-
tels in Udaipur and
Kumbhalgarh, and Rock
Wood Group, the opera-
tor of Radisson Blu and
other hotels and their
business associates asso-
ciated with destination
wedding in Udaipur.
Till evening, the offi-
cials had succeeded in
seizing cash worth Rs 75
lakh, jewelery worth
lakhs of rupees, docu-
ments of investment in
property worth crores of
rupees and keys of 8
lockers during the raid.
Officials also cracked
down on people involved
in event management,
tent house, sound servic-
es, travelers and people
involved in catering busi-
ness for these two groups
and raided their offices
and residences.
The residences of
Fateh Group CEO Jiten-
dra Rathore and Rock
Wood Group director So-
mesh Aggarwal were
also raided.
It is said that the In-
come Tax officials have
also got some digital de-
vices in their hands, in
which minute details are
recorded regarding the
expenditure transactions
from the booking of the
wedding ceremony.
SPEAKER IN DUNGARPUR
Embrace govt schemes: Devnani
First India Bureau
Dungarpur
ajasthan As-
sembly Speak-
er Vasudev
Devnani on Wednesday
offered prayers at Umi-
ya Mataji Temple in
Chitri village of Dungar-
pur district as part of a
one-day tour.
Devnani was wel-
comed by Dungarpur-
Banswara MP Kanak-
mal Katara, Sagwara
MLA Shankarlal De-
cha, Garhi MLA
Kailash Meena, Zila
Pramukh Surya Ahari,
former MLA Anita Ka-
tara and other public
representatives. Ad-
dressing the gathering,
Devnani said that Vikas
Bharat Sankalp Yatra
camps are being organ-
ised by the Central
Government to solve
the problems of the peo-
ple. He said that benefi-
ciaries should go there
and avail maximum
benefits of the schemes.
Devnani also called
upon the people to take
advantage of schemes.
Devnani also appealed
that the eligible persons
should not be deprived
of education, employ-
ment, house and food.
Vasudev Devnani meeting with Sant Shri Avadheshanand Giri
in Sagwada, Dungarpur, on Wednesday.
R
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Raj water woes
may end: Meet
over Tajewala
head in Delhi
JDA and JMCs to
take joint action
against illegal
constructions
Vinod Singh Chouhan
Jaipur
Ameeting will be held
today in the Central
Water Commission of-
fice in Delhi for re-
solving interstate is-
sues of Tajewala head.
Technical officers of
Haryana and Ra-
jasthan will attend the
meeting. Shekhawati
region of Rajasthan is
to get 1917 cusecs of
water from Tajewala
Head of Haryana.
Rajasthan has been
looking to get its share
of water from Tajewa-
la Head.An agreement
was signed in the year
1994 regarding sur-
face water of Yamuna
river.The meeting
is seen as a significant
development after
the progress made
in ERCP after the
Bhajan Lal govern-
ment came to power.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Beginning on January 9,
2024, Jaipur Develop-
ment Authority (JDA)
and Municipal Corpora-
tion Greater-Heritage
will work together to
combat unauthorized
construction and en-
croachment in Jaipur
city. Every fifteen days,
the joint team’s efforts to
stop both transient and
permanent illegal con-
struction and encroach-
ment into the city will be
assessed. JDA and Mu-
nicipal Corporation
Greater-Heritage will
work together to identify
and address any illegal
encroachments and struc-
tures. The survey team
will include officials
from Municipal Corpora-
tion Greater-Heritage’s
Vigilance Branch and the
Chief Enforcement Of-
ficer of the JDA.
ColdwavegripsState
SIKAR COLDEST AT 3 DEGREES CELSIUS
evere cold conditions continue to
persist in many areas of Rajasthan,
including Bikaner, Ganganagar,
Hanumangarh, Sikar and Phalodi. The MeT
office on Wednesday said the lowest
temperature was recorded at 3 degrees
Celsius in Sikar and 3.9 degrees in Sirohi.
SANTOSH SHARMA & MUKESH KIRADOO
CS Sudhansh Pant takes a meeting of ACS, Principal Secretaries where acting DGP UR Sahoo is also seen. Other department heads,
divisional commissioners and district collectors participate through video conferencing, in the Secretariat on Wednesday.
Raids on 34 locations
of 2 big hotel groups
I-T Action
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur
Giving a message of e-
governance, chief secre-
tary Sudhansh Pant on
Wednesday directed of-
ficials to dispose of files
in digital form and pre-
pare a dashboard for the
review of works in all
departments.
He said that this will
increase efficiency and it
will be easier to monitor
the daily work. The chief
secretary instructed the
officials to keep depart-
mental information ready
in digital format.
Pant also directed sec-
retaries to do weekly
monitoring of major
schemes and achieve
targets in a time-bound
manner. “The officers
should ensure that the
works of people are
completed on priority,”
CS Pant said. The Chief
Secretary asked for bet-
ter time management in
all the departments.
Stressing on making
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra a success, Pant in-
structed officials to pro-
vide benefits of schemes
to the common people in
camps and to make col-
lective efforts for this.
District Collectors
were asked to regularly
inspect camps in dis-
tricts. He asked the of-
ficers to do hard work
with honesty, humility
and simplicity and to
follow punctuality and
discipline.
The CS expressed ex-
pectation that all officers
will work with full dedi-
cation in the larger pub-
lic interest.
Courtesy Meetings
Newly appointed Chief Secretary Sudhansh Pant and acting
Director General of Police Utkal Ranjan Sahoo called on
Governor Kalraj Mishra separately on Wednesday. This was ﬁrst
meeting of both ofﬁcers with governor after assuming ofﬁce.
Chief Secretary
Sudhansh Pant and
acting DGP UR Sahoo
discussed and
reviewed preps for
the 3-day DGP-IG
conference going to
be held from January
5 to 7 in the state
capital Jaipur
S
 


	4. SUSHASAN DIWAS
BJP leaders  clean over 276 religious places
First India Bureau
Jaipur
JP state office
bearers along
with booth and
mandal level workers on
Wednesday cleaned more
than 276 temples, math,
gurudwaras and ashrams
including their surround-
ings in Jaipur city.
The exercise was a part
of the three-day intensive
cleanliness campaign be-
ing run by the BJP on the
occasion of Sushasan Di-
was in the state. BJPState
President CP Joshi, MP
Ramcharan Bohra,
Malviya Nagar MLAKa-
licharan Saraf and Jaipur
City President Raghav
Sharma cleaned Moti
Dungri Ganesh Temple
whilecampaigncoordina-
tor Somkant Sharma,
started the cleanliness
campaign from Mansaro-
var Gurudwara.
Cabinet Minister Ra-
jyavardhanSinghRathore
participated in the cam-
paign at Jharkhand Ma-
hadev Temple, BJP Elec-
tion Management Com-
mittee Convenor Narayan
Panchariya participated in
the campaign in premises
of Govind Devji Temple,
while Civil Lines MLA
Gopal Sharma conducted
the cleanliness campaign
in the Shiv Temple on
New Sanganer Road.
Other leaders including
Hawamahal MLA Bal-
mukundacharya Maharaj
also participated in the
campaign at different
places.
Cabinet Minister Avi-
nash Gehlot and former
Minister Bhupendra Sin-
gh Saini will inaugurate
the campaign by garland-
ing the statue of Jyotiba
Phule in Muhana Mandi.
BJP State president CP Joshi and others offering prayers at Moti Dungri Ganesh Temple on Monday,
ahead of cleanliness drive in Jaipur city. (R) CP Joshi sweeping during the special campaign.
B
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Gogamedimurder:NIAraids31
placesinRajasthan&Haryana
First India Bureau
Jaipur/Jhunjhunu
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) on
Wednesday conducted
searches at 31 places in
Rajasthan and Haryana
in connection with the
murder of Sukhdev Sin-
gh Gogamedi. The raids
are still underway at the
locations of suspects
linked to the case which
the Central agency regis-
tered last month follow-
ing orders of the Ministry
of Home Affairs.
Multiple NIA teams
carried out these searches
in close coordination
with the state Police forc-
es. The move comes days
after the NIA takes over
the case from Rajasthan
Police considering the
involvement of high-pro-
file gangsters in murder.
During the raid, NIA
arrested a prime suspect,
Ashok Kumar Meghwal,
resident of Jherli village
from his house in Jhunj-
hunu. 8 weapons have
been seized from the ac-
cused. The interrogation
of the accused revealed
his suspicious role in the
case and also revealed his
connection with gangster
Rohit Godara, who had
allegedly inspired the
two shooters to kill Sri
Rashtriya Rajput Karni
Sena president Gogame-
di. Including this arrest, a
total of 9 accused have
been arrested so far.
The Karni Sena chief
was shot dead on Dec 5
at his residence in Jaipur
by three shooters. Soon
after the murder, gang-
ster Rohit Godara, asso-
ciated with the Lawrence
gang, claimed responsi-
bility for Gogamedi’s
murder. The two shoot-
ers, Rohit Rathore and
Nitin Fauji, were arrested
on Dec 9 in Chandigarh.
They informed the police
that it was Godara who
had ordered murder. The
primary investigation
also found that shooters,
while absconding, were
in contact with Godara’s
close aides Virendra
Charan and Danaram.
Naveen Sharma
& Wajahat Akhatar
Tonk/Udaipur
The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau team, while carrying
out an action, has arrested
an ASI red-handed while
taking a bribe of Rs
2,000. While giving in-
formation about the ac-
tion, Tonk ACB Addi-
tional Superintendent of
Police, Rajesh Arya said
that a complainant was
lodged against ASI Ram-
lal posted at Aligarh po-
lice station, who was de-
manding bribe from com-
lainant’s brother-in-law.
Ramlal was demanding
bribe to quickly present
the challan of a case reg-
istered against the com-
plainant’s relative in the
court. After verification
of the complaint, Tonk
ACB has arrested the ac-
cused ASI Ramlal red-
handed while taking a
bribe of Rs 2,000.
ASP Rajesh Arya also
told that search operation
is being conducted by
ACB teams at other loca-
tions including the resi-
dence of arrested ASI
Ramlal in Piplu and Tonk
Cantonment area.
In Udaipur, the ACB
nabbed a Head Constable
Kamal Singh, posted at
Police Station Pahada,
while accepting bribe of
Rs 10,000 for not impli-
cating the complainant in
a case of eloping with a
woman. The accused had
demanded Rs 50,000.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
BJP MLA Gopal Sharma
hasdemandedsternaction
against illegal meat shops.
Atthesametime,hecalled
for keeping meat and liq-
uor shops closed on 22
January ontheday ofPran
Pratishtha in Ram temple
inAyodhya.
The civil lines MLA
held a meeting with the
mayor and officials of
Jaipur heritage municipal
corporationtodiscussvari-
ous issues pertaining to the
assembly constituency.
Sharma said that Jan 22 is
a special day related to na-
tional unity and faith of
country. JMCH Mayor
MuneshGurjaralsoagreed
on the proposal. “On this
occasion, there will be a
festive atmosphere across
the country, hence liquor
and meat shops should be
kept closed. Necessary ac-
tionshouldbeensured,”he
said. He also asked wheth-
ertheofficialshaveablue-
print to make Jaipur the
cleanest city in the country
by 2025.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Traffic Police has made a
special plan for the DG-
IG conference to be held
at Rajasthan International
CenterinJhalanainJaipur
for three days from Jan 5.
Police chiefs of all states
and union territories and
chiefs of central forces
will attend the conference
to be held from Jan 5 to 7.
PM Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah will also participate
in this conference.
DCP (Traffic) Laxman
Das said on Jan 7, recruit-
ment exams of Asst Pro-
fessor, Librarian & PTI
will be held in Jaipur,
keeping in mind conveni-
ence of candidates, traffic
helpline numbers 1095,
0141-2565630, 0141-
2561256 and WhatsApp
help desk 8764 866 972
have also been issued.
The DCP said that
VVIP movement will be
thereonroutesfromJaipur
Airport to JDA circle,
Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg,
Bhawani Singh Road,
Baees Godam to Ram
Mandir,RajBhawan,Bae-
es Godaam to Transport
Commissioner’s Office,
Sahakar Marg & Polo Cir-
cle, therefore traffic will
be stopped on these routes
for some time.
First India Bureau
Tonk/ Didwana
Head Constable Chanda
Raghuvanshi posted at
Tonk Police Line lost her
life in a accident, when a
bus collided trailer on late
Tueday night, prompting
a somber gathering at the
Police Line Parade
Ground. The late head
constable’s body was laid
to rest near martyr’s me-
morial, following a
poignant ceremony at-
tended by City CO Saleh
Muhammad,ASPAdarsh
Chaudhary, Tonk SP Ra-
jarshi Raj Verma, and
other police officials.
In Didwana, a horrific
road accident took place
in Indrapura village near,
in which a mother and
son died tragically on the
spot. While the head of
the family was seriously
injured. After the acci-
dent, a huge crowd gath-
ered at the spot and peo-
ple took out both the
deceased from the car
and took them to Gov-
ernment Bangar Hospital
in Didwana.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
In a case of pollution in
KothaririverofBhilwara,
the Rajasthan govt has
got a big relief from Su-
preme Court. The Court
set aside a fine worth
crores of rupees imposed
by the NGT on the state
govt. The court also or-
dered Bhilwara Munici-
pal Corporation to follow
the instructions of NGT
regarding pollution con-
trol in the river. The court
also instructed UDH
Principal Secy to present
an affidavit in the case.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
On Wednesday, the Ra-
jasthan High Court post-
poned hearing of the case
related to appointment of
Diya Kumari and Dr.
Premchand Bairwa as
Deputy Chief Minister.
Now the next hearing
in the case will be held on
January 5 as the division
bench of Acting CJ MM
Srivastava and Justice
Shubha Mehta gave or-
ders. Notably, Advocate
Omprakash Solanki has
filed a public interest liti-
gation in this matter.
The Greater
Municipal Corpo-
ration is making
extensive prepara-
tions for the upcoming
Ramotsav. During a
four-hour meeting, the
JMCG mayor Dr Somya
talked about the Ramot-
sav program’s outline.
The 21-day Ramotsav
schedule promises a diverse array of events, with
the city implementing stringent cleaning regulations
throughout this period. A magnificent bhajan sandhya
is also scheduled by Greater Corporation for the day of
Ramlala Pran Pratistha. The greater corporation will
be clean all places of worship in city, beginning with
Sanga Baba Temple in Sanganer on Wednesday.
(L) NIA team during the investigaiton outside the house of shooter Rohit Rathore in Jhotwara, Jaipur on Wednesday. (R) NIA seized 8
pistols and 16 magazines from Ashok Kumar Meghwal’s house during the action in Jhunjhunu on Wednesday.
Illuminated view of Vidhan Sabha ahead of DG-IG conference &
PM visit in Jaipur on Wednesday. SANTOSH SHARMA
Ahead of PM Narendra Modi’s
Jaipur visit, Governor Kalraj
Mishra inspecting the Raj
Bhawan on Wednesday.
MLA Gopal Sharma and JMCH Mayor Munesh Gurjar during the
meeting in Jaipur on Wednesday.
(L) The bus was separated from the trailer with help of a crane in
Tonk on Tuesday night. (R) Deceased Chanda Raghuvanshi.
NIA nabs one of the
prime accused
Ashok Meghwal
in Jhunjhunu
(L) ASI Ramlal  (R) Head Const.
Kamal Singh
ACB nabs ASI in Tonk with `2K bribe,
Head constable in Udaipur for `10K Close meat  liquor shops on Jan 22: Sharma
21-Day Ramotsav in Jaipur to mark Ram Mandir Consecration
RoadMishaps:Headconstabledies
inTonk;mother-sondieinDidwana
SC gives relief to
Rajasthan govt in
Kothari river case
Hearing deferred
in HC over Raj Dy
CMs’ appointment
JMCG MAYOR INSPECTS RAMOTSAV PREPS,
VISITS SANGA BABA TEMPLE IN SANGANER
CRIME
ROUNDUP
Special traffic arrangements for
DG-IG conference; Jpr decked up
Jaipur: Jawahar Circle police sta-
tion’s in-charge, Dalbir Singh, suc-
cessfully disrupted a door-to-door
alcohol-selling gang in Jaipur. The opera-
tion led to the arrest of a key member, with
two bags containing a substantial amount
of liquor seized. The illicit network, involv-
ing over 25 young individuals, operated
throughout the night, delivering alcohol
directly to residents’ doors via bikes. One
member held was carrying a large bag,
ususally used by the “food supply boy.”
Two mobile phones confiscated during
the operation revealed the intricate details
of the entire liquor supply chain. Authori-
ties are actively pursuing the gang leader,
believed to be the mastermind behind the
operation. This enforcement action high-
lights Jaipur police’s commitment to curb-
ing illegal activities. The arrested member
faces charges, and ongoing investigations
aim to dismantle the entire network.
Jaipur: In a shocking incident at the
Sadwa cemetery within jurisdiction
of Jaisinghpura Khor police station,
a young man fell victim to a brutal stabbing,
leading to merciless death. The police
promptly moved victim’s body to the mortu-
ary for further investigation. The grim news
unfolded after
Uwais, who had
not returned home
since January
1st, was reported
missing by fam-
ily members to
Ramganj police
station. Subsequently, following discovery
of the gruesome murder, the family filed
a formal police complaint. The accused,
identified as Nafees, allegedly committed
the heinous act by stabbing the victim with
a knife. The Jaisinghpura Khor police sta-
tion is actively investigating the matter.
JPR POLICE BUSTS DOOR-TO-DOOR
ALCOHOL SELLING GANG, ONE HELD
YOUTH STABBED TO DEATH NEAR
CEMETRY IN JAISINGHPURA KHOR
FI TOON
SHEKHAR
Plantation being done at the
Statue Circle on Wednesday.
 MUKESH KIRADOO
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EAM LAUNCHES BOOK ‘WHY BHARAT MATTERS’
Jaishankar slams Nehru’s China policy again
Agencies
New Delhi
xternal affairs
minister S Jais-
hankar on
Wednesday once again
invoked Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru, saying there
would have been a ‘less
rosy’ view of India’s re-
lationship with China if
the country would have
been more ‘Bharat’.
“Regarding the three
countries Pakistan, China
and US which were actu-
ally three debated rela-
tionships in our early
years...If we had been
more ‘Bharat’, we would
have had a less rosy view
of our relationship with
China. This is not my
fantasy. There is a kind of
record in form of an ex-
change of letters between
Sardar Patel and Pandit
Nehru on China and they
had a starkly differing
views about it,” Jais-
hankar said during the
launch of his latest book
‘Why Bharat Matters’.
“Ifwelookatthewhole
UN Security Council is-
sue, this is not something
which today someone is
saying. There is a letter
written by Nehru to Chief
Ministers saying ‘First let
China take its plays in the
security council’ even
when the 1962 conflict
warwastakingplace,”the
minister said.
Jaishankar said Nehru
had written to then US
president John F Kenne-
dy asking for help during
war with China.
“Nehru actually wrote
to Kennedy saying look I
need your help but am
hesitating as how it would
be looked. What happens
is in a sense there is a cer-
tain, I would say, a kind
of left-wing ideology
which was strong in that
period which...in China
and similarly there is very
ingrained hostility to-
wards the US,” he added.
On Tuesday, Jais-
hankar had hit out at In-
dia’s first prime minister,
criticising his ‘romanti-
cism’ in dealing with the
Communist nation.
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets with Union Minister
of Consumer Affairs Piyush Goyal, in New Delhi on Wednesday.
E
Lakshadweepissmallinsize,
butbiginheart,saysPMModi
PM inaugurates  lays foundation of projects worth `1,156 cr in Lakshadweep
First India Bureau
Kavaratti
Reaching out to the peo-
ple of the Muslim-domi-
nated Lakshadweep,
which witnessed massive
protests by opposition
parties against reforms
introduced by his gov-
ernment, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said the ar-
chipelago is small, but its
heart is large.
The Prime Minister
was here to inaugurate
and lay the foundation
for various projects
worth Rs 1,150 crore in
the Union Territory.
The development pro-
jects cover technology,
energy, water resources,
healthcare and education
sectors. The projects
were launched at a func-
tion attended by hun-
dreds of islanders includ-
ing women and children
whom Modi referred to
as his “kudumbangan-
gal” (family members) in
Malayalam.
“Even though the geo-
graphical area of Lak-
shadweep is small, the
hearts of the people are as
deep as the ocean. I am
overwhelmed by the love
and blessings I am re-
ceiving here. I express
my gratitude to you all,”
said Modi, who reached
the islands on Tuesday.
PM ON TOP CRUISE
TOURISM DESTINATION
BJPgearsupforLok
SabhapollsinGujarat
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Ahead of the forthcoming
Lok Sabha elections, the
Gujarat unit of the BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party)
appointed incharges for
all 26 parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state.
This step is being seen
as a major organisational
push to strengthen the
BJP’s position.
Former minister Prad-
ipsinh Jadeja has been ap-
pointed to oversee Va-
dodara,Chhotaudepur,and
Bharuch constituencies.
Bhupendrasinh Chudasa-
ma will manage the elec-
tion activities inAmreli.
PATEL INCHARGE IN AHMEDABAD
KC Patel, who heads the state’s national training movement
department, has been given the charge of the strategic seats
of Ahmedabad East, Ahmedabad West, and Gandhinagar.
Rajya Sabha MP Narhari Amin is set to oversee the party’s
campaign and coordination in the Anand, Kheda, Panch-
mahal, and Dahod seats. Dr Jyoti Pandya, the national vice
president of the BJP’s women’s cell, has been entrusted with
the crucial southern belt of Surat, Bardoli, Navsari.
JD(U) names candidate
for Arunachal LS seat
Uttarakhand: BJP meet
on Jan 7 over 5 LS seats
Telangana will extend necessary support
to Amara Raja’s `9,500 cr project: Reddy
Agencies
New Delhi
The Janata Dal (United)
announced its candidate
for the Arunachal West
Lok Sabha constituency,
in a sign that the party’s
differences with other
INDIA bloc members re-
main far from over.
Congress, the biggest
member of the opposition
alliance, had come sec-
ond in the seat in the 2019
polls. The BJP had won
both the seats from the
state, where Assembly
polls are held simultane-
ously with the LS polls.
Bihar Chief Minister
Kumar was recently
elected JD(U)’s national
president amid reports of
‘disquiet’ in his party at
their leader not being giv-
en any role in the
I.N.D.I.A. bloc so far.
PTI
Dehradun
BJP will hold a meeting
here on January 7 to pre-
pare its strategy for the 5
Lok Sabha seats in Utta-
rakhand in view of the
2024 general elections.
BJP’s national vice-
presidentandRajyaSabha
MP Laxmikant Bajpai,
state in-charge and na-
tional general secretary
Dushyant Gautam and
CM Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi are among the promi-
nent party leaders to at-
tend the meeting, said
Pradesh BJP president
Mahendra Bhatt. He add-
ed that present and former
ministers, all MPs and
key party functionaries
will also attend meeting.
Bhatt said the meeting
will focus on preparing a
strategic action plan for
winning the five Lok
Sabha seats in the state.
Agencies
New Delhi
Bihar Deputy Chief Min-
ister Tejashwi Yadav on
Wednesday said that dis-
cussions were on among
leaders of the INDIA
bloc on the next meeting
of the coalition, where
some key decisions were
expected.
Yadav was approached
with queries here by jour-
nalists who wanted his
take on reports in a sec-
tion of the media that a
meeting was likely to be
held in the virtual mode.
The young RJD leader,
who along with his father
and party president Lalu
Prasad, has been present
at all meetings of the
newly-formed coalition
held so far, said, “There
are discussions with re-
gard to the date and the
modalities. It will be
made known to all when
a headway is made.” One
of the key decisions ex-
pected at the meeting is
defining the role of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
the JD(U) president, who
had junked the BJP
around two years ago
vowing to defeat the
NDA in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls by bringing
the opposition together.
Agencies
Mumbai
Maharashtra Congress
president Nana Patole on
Wednesday expressed
confidence that the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance would win 40 to
41 Lok Sabha seats, out
of the total 48 in the
state, in the upcoming
general elections.
He said the MVA’s
seat-sharing formula was
ready and that there was
no dispute among the 3
constituents.
The MVA comprises
Shiv Sena (UBT), Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
and Congress. This alli-
ance was in power in the
state between November
2019 and June 2022 till it
collapsed due to a rebel-
lion within the Shiv Sena.
“Discussions
started on next
meeting of
INDIA bloc”
“MVA will win
40 LS seats in
Maharashtra”
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami during the Matrishakti
Utsav programme organised in Bageshwar on Tuesday.
PTI
Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday said that
while every countryman
is happy to see the state’s
progress, the world is
surprised because there
was an atmosphere of
disappointment, frustra-
tion and anarchy here
before 2017.
“Every countryman is
today happy to see the
progress of Uttar Pradesh
and the world is surprised
because before 2017,
there was an atmosphere
of disappointment, frus-
tration and anarchy
here,” said Adityanath.
“We have entered the
year 2024. In these seven
and a quarter years, the
state has risen from the
sixth-seventh economy to
become the state having
the second largest econo-
my in the country. The
state is moving towards
becoming the largest
economy in the country
with the highest growth
rate and economic devel-
opment rate,” he added.
CM Yogi Adityanath conducts a review meeting for preparations
ahead of consecration ceremony of the Ram Temple.
Everycountrymanishappytoday
toseeUP’sprogress,saysCMYogi
PTI
Hyderabad
The Telangana govern-
ment will extend neces-
sary support for Amara
Raja group’s advanced
chemistry cell gigafactory
andbatterypackassembly
unit being set up in Mah-
bubnagar district, Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
said on Wednesday.
The Amara Raja team
met the CM here regard-
ing their landmark Giga
Corridor project and
ePositive Energy Labs in
Telangana, as per release.
During the meeting,
the Chief Minister Red-
dy and Galla discussed
Amara Raja’s ongoing
projects in Telangana
and explored future are-
as of collaboration be-
tween the state and the
company.
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy with former governor of
Tamil Nadu PS Rammohan Rao during a meeting on Wednesday.
Bihar Chief Minister Kumar
Bihar Dy CM Tejashwi Yadav
KARNATAKA CM LASHES AT BJP LEADERS OVER
PROTEST AGAINST ARREST OF HINDU ACTIVIST
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on
Wednesday lashed out at the BJP over its protest
against the arrest of a Hindu activist in Hubballi in
connection with a 31-year-old case related to Ram temple
agitation, saying leaders of the opposition party need to
understand that assigning caste and religious labels to
criminals is extremely dangerous.
SURJEWALA URGES
CENTRE TO RELEASE
DROUGHT RELIEF
Bengaluru: Con-
gress General
Secretary and
Karnataka incharge Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala on
Wednesday urged the
union government to im-
mediately release Cen-
tre’s grants to the State
including drought relief
without any further delay.
He also questioned the
‘silence’ of BJP MPs on
the matter. In a state-
ment here, he said the
state government had
declared 223 taluks
among the total 236 as
drought-hit, and there is
a loss of standing crop in
over 48.19 lakh hectare,
as per study report from
experts. The small and
marginal farmers are in
dire straits, he said.
 Lakshadweep is emerging
as a top cruise tourism desti-
nation, experiencing a ﬁve-fold
increase in tourist visits com-
pared to ﬁve years ago, the
Prime Minister Modi said.
 Modi encouraged the people
to explore their own country,
urging them to visit at least
15 places before considering
international travel.
 He speciﬁcally recom-
mended exploring Lak-
shadweep, assuring that its
beauty surpasses many global
destinations.
 “Once you witness the
beauty of Lakshadweep,
other destinations in the world
will appear pale,” he said.
 The Prime Minister Modi
mentioned steps taken for Haj
Yatris that have beneﬁted the
people of Lakshadweep too.
 He noted the ease for Hajj
visa and digitalisation of the
visa process and permis-
sion for women to go on Haj
without ”Mehram”.
 These efforts have led to a
signiﬁcant rise in the number
of Indians going for ”Umrah,”
he added.
In 2020, I gave a guarantee that you will get a fast internet
facility within the next 1,000 days. Today, the Kochi-
Lakshadweep Submarine Optical Fibre Project has been
inaugurated. Now, internet in Lakshadweep will be available
at 100 times higher speed. Lakshadweep has got
international recognition referring to the recently concluded
G20 meeting here. Lakshadweep is home to two blue-flag
beaches and mentioned the development of water villa
projects on Kadmat and Suheli islands.
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER
PM WRITES LETTER TO MEERA MAJHI,
SENDS GIFTS FOR HER FAMILY
After his visit to her home, PM wrote a let-
ter to Meera Majhi. He also sent her gifts
for her and her family. It includes a tea-
set, drawing book with colours and more.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration and foundation stone laying ceremony,
in Kavaratti, Lakshadweep on Wednesday.
set, drawing book with colours and more.
You read it in First india on
DECEMBER 31, 2023
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‘MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAI…’ UNTOLD STORIES OF PM MODI — PART 67
PMMODI'S
LEADERSHIP
ALCHEMY!
The narrators vividly recount their experiences with
PM Modi, detailing his essential leadership lessons,
valuable insights for campaign efficiency, emphasis
on discipline and austerity, and a myriad of other
impactful suggestions to enhance productivity
Leadership lessons by PM
Modi for a young mayor
his incident belongs to 2009.
Narendra Modi had come to
Bhavnagar. As is the usual
practice, I went to receive him at the
airport. He got down from the air-
craft and in his typical style, with
folded hands, he said, namaste young
mayor. We used to go and meet him
subsequently on various official er-
rands and here he gave me two im-
portant basic lessons of leadership
for efficient working. He said, now
that you have become a mayor, re-
member to learn these two things.
First, he said, eat wherever you get
food. Don’t hesitate or have airs.
Second, he said, sleep wherever you
have the space. As a public servant,
where you have to travel extensively
to serve people, you may hardly get
a chance to have a daily sleep routine
every night. So, sleep even while
travelling, in your car. You will nev-
er get fixed timings. I still remember
and follow these two very funda-
mental lessons of public life, which
have always come in good stead for
my personal well-being and my ad-
ministrative efficiency as well.
T
Rina Shah
Former Mayor, Gujarat
VERY DEEP LOVER OF
MUSIC  SPIRITUALISM
y name was first proposed by
the Prime Minister in 2015 for
the Swachh Bharat initiative at
Banaras Ghats. I was selected because
we were involved in bringing the types
of spiritual music we worked with to
the mainstream music scene. That was
the first time I sensed an opportunity
to come close to the PM in some way.
Later on, when we had completed the
target of 100 crore COVID vaccina-
tions, we were doing a video song under
the health ministry, enumerating our
achievement. For this, we needed some
footage and photos of the PM as we
wantedtoshowhimandhisroleinmak-
ing the mega-vaccination initiative such
a success. Then, when we reached him,
he asked the reason for requisitioning
such photos and clips of his. As I ex-
plained the reason, he not only gave his
permission but also gave some invalu-
able inputs and suggestions to make the
campaign more productive. During the
interaction, what impressed me was his
deep involvement in and understanding
of music and spiritualism.Additionally,
I also realised that he also had great re-
spect for artists. This is perhaps the first
time that we have so many artists from
various fields sitting in our parliament.
When Adiyogi was unveiled at Co-
imbatore, I was called by Jaggi Vas-
udev on Maha Shivratri to perform and
I found PM Modi was sitting silently,
lost in meditative spirit. He was so rapt
in deep concentration, soaking in the
spirit of the atmosphere and the holy
occasion that it was a sight to behold.
Soon after the programme I went and
met him and it was such a pleasurable
experience talking to him.
I met him once again in Jakarta. he
jocularly asked me, kar dia manch tay-
yar? (so you have set the stage for the
show!) I was overwhelmed and
laughed out saying it is you sir, who
has set the stage ready. Wherever you
go, your name is enough. Not only do
you hold the stage like a star but you
fill whole stadiums with your aura and
your name reverberates everywhere.
M
Kailash Kher, Singer
COMPILED AND EDITED BY SHASHIKANT SHARMA
NARENDRA MODI’S DISCIPLINE 
SIMPLICITY EVIDENT EARLY ON
arendra Modi’s disci-
pline and austerity
were visible from the
early days. He had newly be-
come the national general sec-
retary of the BJP. There was an
event of national office bearers’
meeting to be held at Mus-
soorie. Many senior leaders
were supposed to attend the
important meeting. Modi ji
said, no special arrangements
were to be made for their trans-
portation. All leaders, big and
small, would travel to Mus-
soorie from Dehradun railway
station by bus. He stuck to his
decision and despite requests
by state functionaries to rethink
the move, Modi ji remained
adamant and said, those who
are willing to come are wel-
come, those who are not, can
happily abstain. Make the best
buses available to them, but
only buses will be available for
all and all must abide by the
decision for collective good.
No luxury travel for anyone
was provisioned. Such was his
discipline and unwavering
commitment. He had a convic-
tion behind his actions and that
was his guiding force.
After becoming the general
secretary, once he visited Su-
rat. A grand programme was
organised to welcome him as
people were enthusiastic to
meet him. A big decorated
chair was kept on the stage for
him, like a throne. But to eve-
ryone’s surprise, when Modi ji
was being seated on the chair,
he protested. He said he was an
ordinary worker and must be
given an ordinary chair that
befits him and accordingly he
sat on a normal chair, ditching
the special place he was ac-
corded. Such simplicity and
austerity struck us deeply.
In yet another incident, once
some party workers reached
late in the night for an event
that was going to be held at a
village in Gujarat. They were
not being allowed entry to the
night shelter where arrange-
ments had been made for their
stay. The information reached
Modi ji. He woke up around 1
at night and asked the in-
charge to allow entry to the
men and ensured they were
settled for the night.Anational
general secretary of the party,
waking up at midnight to as-
suage the problem of a village
worker, is something unique
we have seen and speaks vol-
umes of Modi ji’s discipline,
sincerity, and simplicity.
N
Jyoti Prasad Gairola
BJP leader, Uttarakhand
Savita Sharda
Former Rajya Sabha MP, Gujarat
Dileep Sanghani
Former MP, Gujarat
You read PART 66
on DECEMBER 28, 2023
PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI
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OVERSEAS FRIENDS OF RAM MANDIR
Move allowing diaspora to donate to Temple hailed
Coast Guard officials review
operational readiness in Goa
PTI
New York
s preparations
are underway
for the conse-
cration of the Ram Man-
dir in Ayodhya, a promi-
nent Indian community
activist here has wel-
comed measures allow-
ing diaspora members to
contribute to the devel-
opment of the temple.
Social activist Prem
Bhandari had earlier ap-
pealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to allow
members of the Indian
diaspora across the
world to contribute to
the development of the
Ram Temple in Uttar
Pradesh. Asserting that
there are over 3.5 crore
Non-Resident Indians
and Persons of Indian
Origin around the world,
he said that many of
them would like to con-
tribute to the develop-
ment of the temple.
Provisions have now
been made on the web-
site of Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra
for holders of the Indian
as well as Non-Indian
Passport to make dona-
tions and contributions.
The website notes that
the Trust has obtained
registration under the
FCRA 2010, and “devo-
tees holding Non-Indian
Passport can now volun-
tarily contribute towards
the objectives of Shri
Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
KshetraTrust.”Bhandari,
who founded the ‘Over-
seas Friends of Ram
Mandir’ organisation,
welcomed this step and
urged members of the 3.5
crore-strong Indian dias-
pora across the globe to
contribute to the Trust.
PTI
Panaji
Indian Coast Guard’s Ad-
ditional Director General K
R Suresh visited Goa and
reviewed the operational
readiness of afloat and air-
borne platforms of the
maritime security agency,
an official said. He also vis-
ited various ships and oth-
er establishments in the
western state. ICG spokes-
man said in a release on
Wednesday that ADG
Suresh, who is also the
Coast Guard Commander
(Western Seaboard), ar-
rived in the coastal state on
Dec 30, 2023, and ended
his visit on Jan 2, 2024.
Devotees look at a model of
the proposed Ram temple.
A
Lucknow: A Lucknow
court has issued an or-
der in a defamation case
filed by former UP Jal
Shakti Minister Mahen-
dra Singh against AAP
MP and the party’s Ut-
tar Pradesh in-charge
Sanjay Singh, and or-
dered the MP to pay Rs
1 lakh compensation to
the plaintiff.
Pay `1L compensation
to UP ex-minister:
Court to Sanjay Singh
Lucknow: The Archae-
ological Survey of India
(ASI) on Wednesday
urged the Varanasi dis-
trict court to postpone
the release of the report
of the scientific survey
conducted by it on the
Gyanvapi mosque
premises by four weeks
as it needed time to pre-
pare another copy.
ASI urges Varanasi
court not to make
Gyanvapi report public
Imphal: One more per-
son who was injured in
firing by a banned or-
ganisation in Lilong
Chingjao area in Ma-
nipur’s Thoubal district
died on Wednesday,
taking the toll in the in-
cident to five. The de-
ceased was one of the
10 people who were in-
jured in the firing.
Manipur firing: One
more injured dies;
toll rises to 5
New Delhi: The Delhi
Police has set up a
14-member committee
to study the 3 new crim-
inal laws  prepare
study material for its
personnel, officials said
on Wednesday. The 3
laws have been cleared
by Prez Draupadi Mur-
mu  are likely to be
notified later this month.
Delhi Police forms
committee to study 3
new criminal laws
New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court on Wednes-
day dismissed a petition
by Neelam Azad, an ac-
cused arrested in the
December 13 Parlia-
ment security breach
case. During the hear-
ing, the high court said
no case of violation of
her fundamental rights
was made out.
Parl breach: HC
dismisses plea by
accused Neelam Azad
IN BRIEF
New Delhi: Five new
Covid fatalities have
been recorded in the
country and 602 fresh
cases of the virus, the
health ministry said on
Wednesday. The num-
ber of active cases of
the infection has been
recorded at 4,440.
Active Covid cases
recorded at 4,440
Cold conditions to continue in Punjab, Haryana, UP, Raj for next 2 days: IMD
Vehicles move on a road amid low visibility due to dense fog, in
New Delhi, Wednesday.
Agencies
New Delhi
The IMD on Wednesday
said that the Cold Day
to ‘severe’ Cold Day
conditions are likely to
continue over some
parts of Punjab, Hary-
ana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan during the
next two days and will
decrease thereafter.
The weather forecast
agency further said that
dense to very dense fog
is likely to continue over
some parts of plains of
Northwest and East In-
dia during the next two
days and gradually de-
crease thereafter.
TheIMDsaidthe‘min-
imumtemperatures’arein
the range of 6-9 degree
Celsius in most parts of
Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi, west Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan,
and are in the range of 10-
12 degree Celsius in East
UttarPradesh,northMad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal
and Sikkim.
“These are above nor-
mal by 2-4 degree Celsius
over many parts of Pun-
jab, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Chhattis-
garh and Gujarat,” said
the IMD. The IMD fur-
ther predicted that dense
to very dense fog condi-
tions are very likely to
prevail for a few hours in
the morning in some parts
over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Bihar on
Thursday and Friday.
TThe IMD said that a
rise by 2-3 degree Celsius
in minimum tempera-
tures is likely over many
parts of Central and East
India during the next
three days and no signifi-
cant change thereafter.
Juniorwrestlersprotest
againstBajrang,Sakshi
Young wrestlers hold placards during a protest against wrestlers Sakshi Malik, Bajrang Punia and
Vinesh Phogat at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, Wednesday.
PTI
New Delhi
The ongoing crisis in In-
dian wrestling took a new
twist on Wednesday
when hundreds of junior
wrestlers assembled at
Jantar Mantar for a sym-
bolic three-hour protest
against the loss of one
crucial year of their ca-
reers, a situation for
which they blamed top
grapplers Bajrang Punia,
Sakshi Malik and Vinesh
Phogat. Loaded in buses,
the junior wrestlers ar-
rived from different parts
of Uttar Pradesh, Hary-
ana and Delhi, catching
the police unawares.
Close to 300 of them
came from Arya Samaj
Akhara in Chhaprauli,
Baghpat while many
others came from the
Virender Wrestling
Academy in Narela.
GOLAGHAT ACCIDENT
12killed,25injuredinbus,
truck collision in Assam
ANI
Golaghat
At least 12 people
were killed and 25
others injured after a
bus where they were
travelling, collided
withatruckinAssam’s
Golaghat district on
Wednesday morning,
police said.
According to police,
the accident took place
in the Balijan area near
Dergaon in Golaghat
district. Rajen Singh,
SP of Golaghat district
told ANI that, the ac-
cident occurred at
around 5 am on
Wednesday. “The bus
carrying a team was
going towards Tilinga
Mandir from the
Kamarbandha area of
Golaghat district. The
bus collided with a
truck in the Balijan
area and the truck was
coming in the oppo-
site direction from
Jorhat’s side,” Rajen
Singh said.
Protesters carried
banners: ‘United
World Wrestling’ save
our wrestling from
these 3 wrestlers’
HemantSoren’spressadvisor,otheraides
raided by ED in ‘illegal’ mining case
First India Bureau
Ranchi
The ED on Wednesday
raided the premises of
some close associates of
Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren in Ranchi as part
of a PMLAprobe into al-
leged illegal mining in
the state.Abhishek Pras-
ad, the man under ED
raids, is Hemant’s press
advisor. Searches are be-
ing carried out at 12 lo-
cations including Pras-
ad’s residence and the
residence of Sahebganj
deputy commissioner.
The raids come as the
CM ignored the 7 sum-
mons issued by the ED
and said he already pro-
vided the agency with
all the details of his
properties and the sum-
mons are illegal.
907girlstotakepartinNCCR-DayCamp
PTI
New Delhi
A total of 2,274 cadets
will take part in the NCC
Republic Day Camp
2024 here, which will
see enhanced participa-
tion of girl cadets this
year, its director general
said on Wednesday.
During a press brief-
ing at Delhi Canton-
ment, Director General
of the National Cadet
Corps (NCC), Lt Gen
Gurbirpal Singh also
said that there is a
“steady increase” in en-
rollment of girl cadets in
the NCC every year.
The NCC R-Day
Camp which captures
the essence of India, will
be inaugurated by the
vice president and cul-
minate with the Prime
Minister Rally.
A total of 2,155 ca-
dets, including 710 girls,
drawn from all 28 states
and eight union territo-
ries, had participated in
the nearly month-long
camp in 2023, according
to an official statement
issued by the govern-
ment last year.
SCHOOLS SHUT IN SEVERAL UP DISTRICTS
AMID COLD WAVE, DENSE FOG WARNINGS
Lucknow: All schools for students of Class 1 to
Class 8 will remain shut in Lucknow till January 6
in view of the cold wave. As per the order issued
by the District Education Officer,
a winter break was declared in
all schools of Lucknow district
till January 6. “Regarding the
above-mentioned matter, you
are aware that at present a
cold wave is going on in
the entire state including
the Lucknow district,” the
order read.
WHEAT OUTPUT MAY TOUCH RECORD 114 MN
TONNES IN 2023-24 IF WEATHER IS NORMAL
New Delhi: Wheat production
is expected to touch a new
record of 114 million tonnes
in the ongoing 2023-34 crop year
on higher coverage and provided
weather conditions remain normal,
a top food ministry official said on
Wednesday. The last leg of sowing
of wheat, the main rabi (winter) crop,
is underway and will continue till
next week. Till last week, wheat was
planted in 320.54 lakh hectares, as
per the official data.
‘DON’T NEED INVITATION FOR AYODHYA TEMPLE
CEREMONY, LORD RAM RESIDES IN OUR HEARTS’
Indore: Veteran Congress leader Digvijaya Singh
on Wednesday said he does not need an invita-
tion from anyone to visit the newly-constructed
temple in Ayodhya as Lord Ram resides in his heart. He
also said that the distrust in the minds of people towards
the Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) was gradually
growing. “I do not need anyone’s invitation to have dar-
shan of Lord Ram. Lord Ram is in our hearts,” Singh said
in response to reporters’ query whether he has received
an invitation for the idol consecration ceremony being
organised on Jan 22.
WRESTLING FEDERATION OF INDIA WITHOUT
SANJAY SINGH IS ACCEPTABLE TO US: MALIK
New Delhi: Sakshi Malik on Wednesday insisted
that she has no issues with the newly-elected
Wrestling Federation of India if Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh-loyalist Sanjay Singh is kept away from the body.
Malik had announced her retirement from the sport on De-
cember 21 in protest against the election of Sanjay Singh
as WFI President. Malik, 31, said they will accept a WFI
without Sanjay Singh but ruled out her own involvement in
running of the federation. “We don’t have any issues with
the new federation except one man, Sanjay Singh. We
don’t have any issue if the new body comes back without
Sanjay Singh. We do not have any issue with the ad-hoc
committee as well,” Malik told reporters.
SAKSHI: BRIJ’S GOONS
THREATENED MY MOTHER
Wrestler Sakhi
Malik said, “For
past two-three
days, Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh’s goons have
become active. My mother
is getting threats through
phone calls,” the wrestler
said. “People are calling
and saying that a case
will be registered against
someone in my family,”
she added.
A rescue operation is underway after a bus carrying 37
passengers collided with a truck in Golaghat on Wednesday.
 FILE
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren
PM ANNOUNCES EX-GRATIA OF `2 LAKH TO
DECEASED FAMILIES, `50000 TO INJURED
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi ex-
pressed condolences over the loss of lives due
to a tragic road mishap in Golaghat, Assam. He
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from PMNRF to
the next of kin of each deceased and Rs 50,000 to the
injured. “Pained by the loss of lives due to a road mishap
in Golaghat, Assam. Condolences to the bereaved
families. May the injured recover at the earliest. The
local administration is providing all possible assistance to
those affected,” the Prime Minister’s Office posted on X.
“The news of the sudden death of many people in a road
accident in Golaghat, Assam is extremely sad. I express
my deepest condolences to the bereaved families and
pray for the speedy recovery of those injured,” President
Droupadi Murmu posted on X.
Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren ignored 7
summons by the ED
 


	9. JP Gupta’s name  as PS to CM
gathers momentum, again!
Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur
Why is there a delay in
the appointment of the
Principal Secretary to the
CM? Answering this
‘million dollar’ question,
informed sources have
indicated that a top of-
ficer of Gujarat cadre is
coming on deputation to
Rajasthan and word in
bureaucratic circles is
that the name of the 1991
batch IAS officer, JP
Gupta, who is currently
serving as ACS Finance
in Gujarat, is being dis-
cussed. Gupta is a native
of Dausa and has studied
at Jodhpur University.
According to sources,
deputation formalities are
being completed. When
will the final decision be
taken in this regard? Will
Gupta come to Jaipur af-
ter completion of ‘Vi-
brant Gujarat’on January
15? It may be noted that
Gupta is the batchmate of
CS Sudhansh Pant.
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Benefitofgovernmentschemes
mustreachthepeople,saysCM
CM Bhajan Lal addresses a public meeting during the ‘Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra’ at Khinyala
village in Nagaur district on Wednesday. Dr Manju Baghmar, Ajay Singh Kilak, Mohan Ram
Chaudhary, Shriram Bhinchar and others were present.
Hukum Singh  Shubham Jain
Sikar/Nagaur
CM Bhajan Lal Sharma
while addressing a public
meeting during the ‘Vik-
sit Bharat Sankalp Yatra’
in Bosana Gram Pan-
chayat in Sikar dist,
thanked the women and
general public who came
in large numbers amidst
fog and cold.At the same
time, he appealed to eve-
ry eligible person to take
advantage of the scheme
to fulfill the dream of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The CM “The
way farmers work hard,
we will soon solve the
water problem. Through
these camps the common
people are getting the
benefits of Modi’s
schemes. our public rep-
resentatives should go
from village to village
and take the benefits of
the schemes to every per-
son.In his address, Dhod
MLA Govardhan Verma
expressed his gratitude to
the CM and urged to sup-
ply the water of Kum-
baram Lift Scheme.
At Khinyala village in
Nagaur, CM stressed that
his govt will take the
benefits of all schemes to
every person.
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur
Minister Gajendra Singh
Khimsar, said that there
is no urgency of distribu-
tion portfolios to Minis-
ters as there are impor-
tant tasks including the
DG conference, which
require immediate atten-
tion. He said he has no
choice of department, but
Ministers have been get-
ting portfolios based on
merit. “…like Rajya-
vardhan Rathore has ex-
pertise in Sports and I
have also been a good
Squash player,” he said,
adding that portfolios
will be allotted based on
merit. The Minister said
that State’s financial con-
dition is bad  thus, the
public will also have to
be patient.
A special atmosphere
will be created regarding
PM’s Sankalp Yatra 
Ministers have been giv-
en diverse roles.
First India Bureau
Sri Ganganagar
BJP State President CP
Joshi, hit back at PCC
Chief GS Dotasara on
the last day of poll cam-
paigning in Karanpur
saying, “Dotasra is still
in shock. Now the peo-
ple of Karanpur have
clearly indicated that
Congress will be defeat-
ed here too and the lotus
will bloom,” he said.
The fear of defeat is
haunting the Congress,
he said.
Joshi added that there
was corruption in police
stations and other offices
in Karanpur in Congress
rule and drug trade hap-
pened openly.
BJP leader Rajendra
Rathore also addressed
public in Punjabi. Karan-
pur has got a minister and
now people have to elect
him (Surendra Pal TT) as
an MLA.
Naresh Sharma  Ashok Yogi
Jaipur
Deputy Chief Minister,
Diya Kumari inaugurat-
ed the 67th National
School Kabaddi Compe-
tition at SMS Indoor Sta-
dium on Wednesday.
During this, Diya Ku-
mari congratulated the
players from 27 states
participating in the com-
petition for their bright
future. She said that
many schemes like
Udayman Khel Pratibha
Yojana, Fit India Pro-
gramme, Khelo India,
etc., launched by PM-
Modi have provided a
great platform for talent-
ed players in sports.
“Due to PM’s efforts,
skilled youth of country
 state are getting an op-
portunity to showcase
their talent. Along with
building future in Sports,
they are bringing laurels
to their country  re-
gion,” she said.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Officials of Rajasthan Po-
lice Service Council paid
a courtesy visit to Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma at the CM’s Residence
(OTS) on Wednesday.
During this, Association
President Raghuveer
Saini, General Secretary
Sulesh Chaudhary  oth-
er officials were present.
The officials who met the
CM included Dr Deven-
dra Kumar, Rajesh Jan-
gid, Pushpendra Singh,
Dinesh Sharma, Raghu-
veer, Sulesh Chaudhary
BS Shekhawat and Narot-
tam.
Officials of RPS Assn call
upon CM Sharma at OTS
Rajasthan leads in
organising the
Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra
CM DIRECTS OFFICIALS TO MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE,
FOCUS ON KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
Jaipur: On Wednesday, Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma gave his first lesson to bureaucrats in a
meeting with all the officials. Sharma has given a
message to take full care of discipline as instructions have
been given to make digital signature mandatory on all files.
Furthermore, instructions have been given to officials to
focus on ‘key performance indicators’ including constant
monitoring of schemes, maintaining punctuality in office and
conducting time bound tendering. The officials have been
asked to dispose of files on time so that no project or work
gets delayed. They have been asked to prepare their plans
as per the Vision 2047 plan.
Jodh: CM Yogi attends
Bhandara Mahotsav
at Palasani village
Shivprakash Purohit
Jodhpur
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath reached the
nearby village Palasani
in helicopter from Jodh-
pur airport itself. Yogi
participated in the event
held at Brahmalin
Kailashnath Maharaj
Math and participated in
two- day Bhandara Ma-
hotsav. Saints from all
over the country partici-
pated in the programme.
Yogi met the member of
the erstwhile royal fami-
ly of Jodhpur, Gaj Singh
and presented the famous
Krishna idol of Uttar
Pradesh and invited him
to visit Ayodhya.
This event was also or-
ganised for Brahmaleen
Kailash Nath Maharaj.
In this, saints of Nath
sect gathered from all
over the country. On the
first day of the mega
event on Tuesday, a
‘Kalash Yatra’ was taken
out in Palasani and a
‘Bhajan Sandhya’ was
organised in the night. In
the ceremony, a ‘Shival-
inga’ was installed and
the idols of the deities
were also installed.
Notably, when UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath reached Jodhpur,
Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat wel-
comed him at the airport.
Shekhawat also accom-
panied Yogi to Palsani
for the programme.
Yogi Adityanath  GS Shekhawat during an event held in memory
of Brahmaleen Shri Yogi Kailashnath at Shri Chidiyanathji Ashram
in Palasani near Jodhpur district on Wednesday.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raids are going on
in the State about the
Jharkhand mining scam.
Ramniwas Yadav, Depu-
ty Collector in Sahib-
ganj, Jharkhand, has
many locations in Ra-
jasthan. ED teams are
raiding Yadav’s resi-
dence and many other
places in Jaipur. The Ra-
jasthan ED team has
been kept away from this
raid. Ramniwas, a resi-
dent of Rajasthan, is
posted as DC in Sahib-
ganj, Jharkhand. ED
teams from Delhi have
been raiding his Jaipur
and other locations since
morning and seizing
documents. The En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) has also raided the
houses of few CM’s
close aides in Ranchi in
a money laundering case
related to illegal mining.
Raids are underway at
the locations of IAS and
Sahibganj DC Ramni-
was Yadav, Khodniya
Brothers of Sahibganj,
Press Advisor to
Jharkhand CM, former
MLA Pappu Yadav and
DSP Rajendra Dubey.
Mining Scam:
ED raids
premises of
Jharkhand IAS
officer in Raj
There is no urgency for
portfolio distribution
to Ministers: Khimsar
Birla inaugurates
development works
worth ` 70L in Kota
Fear of defeat is
haunting Cong:
BJP ChiefJoshi
Pt. Jhabarmall
Sharma Memorial
lecture today
Several leaders from  outside
the State wish Mathur on b’day
Assembly Speaker notice issue:
Raj High Court dismisses plea
Yogesh Sharma
Jaipur
Senior BJP leader Om
Mathur’s birthday turned
out to be a grand affair
with a large number of
people not only from Ra-
jasthan but from
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
and Gujarat reaching
Jaipur to extend birthday
wishes to Mathur.
He was welcomed like
a CM on January 2. Ma-
thur used to celebrate his
birthday every year by
doing ‘Rudrabhishek’ in
his village Bedhal in Pali
but this time, the celebra-
tion took place in Jaipur
at the request of friends
and party workers. Sev-
eral Ministers and MLAs
including Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal reached Ma-
thur’s residence to wish
him. Chhattisgarh’s Dy
CM Arun Sao, with Brij-
mohan Agrawal and Ma-
hesh Gagda also came to
congratulate Mathur.
Mathur was over-
whelmed by the affection
he received.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
In the case related to the
dispute of notice given by
the thenAssembly Speak-
er to 18 then MLAs in-
cluding Sachin Pilot, the
Rajasthan High Court on
Wednesday disposed of
the pending petition con-
sidering it immaterial.
The division bench of
Acting CJ MM Srivasta-
va and Justice Shubha
Mehta gave orders.
The petition filed by
PR Meena and others was
disposed of. Assembly
Speaker had issued notice
on 14 July 2020 to Sachin
Pilot and 18 other the
then MLAs.
The HC had put a stay
on the Speaker’s order on
24 July 2020. During the
hearing, the petitioners
told the court that after
the Assembly elections,
some petitioners are no
longer MLAs therefore
the petition should be de-
clared without merit.
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra greeted Rajya Sabha member and Senior
BJP leader Om Mathur on the occasion of the latter’s birthday at
his residence in Jaipur.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The main speaker in the
Pt. Jhabarmall Sharma
Memorial Lecture series
organised by Patrika
Group will be author,
senior journalist and
Vice-Chancellor of
Kushabhau Thakre Uni-
versity, Chhattisgarh,
Prof Baldev Bhai Shar-
ma. The ceremony will
take place in Jaipur today
from 10.30 am.
On this occasion, he
will also honour the crea-
tive literature award win-
ners of Patrika Group. To
encourage its writers, the
Patrika group also gives
awards to the best stories
and poems published in
its supplements every
year. Patrika Group’s an-
nual journalism awards
will also be presented.
Every year Patrika Group
honours journos in dif-
ferent categories.
CM BL Sharma attends the ‘Shrimad Bhagwat Katha Gyan Yagya’
at Vidhyadhar Nagar in Jaipur. Diya Kumari is also seen.
DiyaKumariinaugurates
KabaddieventinJaipur
Diya Kumari inaugurates the 67th National School Kabaddi
Competition (Under 17 Girls’ category) at SMS Stadium in Jaipur.
Bhanwar S Charan
Kota
LS Speaker Om Birla on
Wednesday, inaugurated
developmentworksworth
more than Rs 70 lakh in
Kota. He said that there
would be no shortage of
funds for development in
rural areas.
The people of the
Makhida area have been
demanding for a long
time the construction of
classrooms in the Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School of the area
and the upper primary
school of Pipalda Thag
village and the construc-
tion of a community hall
in the area.
Due to Birla’s efforts ,
the construction of class-
rooms and platforms was
completed in Govt High-
er Secondary School
through NABARD for
Rs 35.23 lakh, which was
inaugurated by Birla.
Birla laid the founda-
tion stone of community
building and the class-
rooms of the Govt Higher
Primary School.
Former MLA Chan-
drakanta Meghwal and
others were also present
on the occasion.
Om Birla addresses the
beneficiaries during the ‘Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra’ at
Ballop village of Bundi district.
Gajendra Singh Khimsar calls upon Diya Kumari at the latter’s
office at the Secretariat in Jaipur on Wednesday.
JP Gupta
Assembly Speaker
had issued notice
on July 14, 2020 to
Sachin Pilot  18
other the then MLAs
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
atrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal never
fail in setting couple goals. Like
many other celebrity couples, these two
love birds too left to ring in the New Year
amidst nature and serenity in Jodhpur. P11
K
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Fur garments have
historically served as a
status symbol. City First
brings to you the fur
fashion market which
has recently undergone
noteworthy
transformations.
n the realm of
fashion, few
items exude the
same level of
timeless ele-
gance and luxury as fur coats.
With a history dating back
centuries, fur garments have
evolved from essential protec-
tion against the elements to
iconic symbols of opulence
and style. Today, fur coats
continue to captivate fashion
enthusiasts, blending tradition
with contemporary allure.
Fur has been a part of hu-
man attire for centuries, ini-
tially serving as a practical
solution to endure harsh cli-
mates. Over time, fur evolved
into a status symbol, adorning
the robes of royalty and the
elite. Today’s fur coats are a
nod to this rich history, carry-
ing the legacy of craftsman-
ship and artistry that defines
the fur industry.
Behind the allure of fur
coats lies a meticulous pro-
cess of craftsmanship. From
selecting the finest pelts to
expertly stitching each piece
together, creating a fur coat is
an art form.
The hands of skilled arti-
sans transform raw fur into a
luxurious garment, ensuring
both warmth and visual ap-
peal.
While the fur industry has
faced scrutiny over ethical
concerns, many contemporary
designers and furriers prior-
itize sustainability and ethical
practices. From utilizing ethi-
cally sourced fur to repurpos-
ing vintage pieces, the mod-
ern fur industry strives to
align with evolving ethical
standards.
Fur coats are not confined
to a singular style. Whether
it’s the classic mink, the bohe-
mian allure of fox fur, or the
avant-garde appeal of chin-
chilla, fur coats come in a di-
verse range of styles, catering
to individual preferences and
fashion sensibilities.
From Hollywood starlets to
fashion icons, fur coats have
graced the shoulders of some
of the most influential figures
throughout history. Their
presence on the red carpet and
in high fashion editorials so-
lidifies fur as a symbol of
glamour and sophistication.
Fur coats transcend mere
garments; they are embodi-
ments of history, craftsman-
ship, and enduring glamour.
While the conversation
around ethical sourcing con-
tinues, the allure of fur coats
endures, offering a captivat-
ing blend of tradition and con-
temporary style for those who
appreciate the artistry behind
this fashion statement.
Tripti
Mahawar
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
I
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WHAT’S NEXT?
BIRTHDAY FORECAST!
As you gain attention,
the professional front
might continue to
shine. Serenity is
likely to come to you
as a result of positive
changes at home.
Having a positive
outlook may enable
you to overcome your
mental health issues.
The most important
financial actions you
can take might be
saving money.
Damon Gupton
CAPRICORN
JANUARY 04
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow
https://www.makemytrip.com/
Scan or
click here
to book
your ﬂight
tickets
Do you want to add your establishment here? Email your details to cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Police
100
Fire
101
Ambulance
102/108
Child Helpline
1098
Help in Suffering
2760012
Scan or click here to
download App of First
India newspaper
n an unex-
pected devel-
opment, Iran,
the neigh-
bouringcoun-
try that shares
borders with Pakistan, has
chosentogranttheprivilegeof
visa-free entry exclusively to
Indian citizens, with the goal
of boosting tourism. Interest-
ingly, while Indians enjoy this
privilege, Pakistanis find
themselves in queues, await-
ing visa approvals. This nota-
ble discrepancy not only dis-
tinguishes the strength of our
passportbutalsohighlightsthe
intricate dynamics of diplo-
matic relations in the region.
Interestingly, prior to Iran's
move, countries like Malay-
sia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and
Vietnam had already adopted
a visa-free entry policy for
Indian citizens. Iran now be-
comes the fifth country to do
so. Looking ahead, there is
speculation that through mu-
tually agreed-upon terms, In-
dia may secure visa-free en-
try into Russia as well. Given
Russia's strained relations
with Western countries, the
nation appears keen on lever-
aging tourism as a means to
bolster its economy by wel-
coming Indian travellers.
This proactive step may pave
the way for more countries to
extend visa-free privileges to
India, marking a significant
diplomatic achievement.
WHY NOT PAKISTAN?
The absence of this advantage
for Pakistanis can be attrib-
uted to a lack of trust by other
countries in extending visa-
free entry to Pakistani citi-
zens. Despite being neigh-
bours with shared borders,
other nations remain skeptical
about Pakistan's governance.
According to the Henley
Passport Index ranking, Paki-
stan finds itself among the
bottom five countries global-
ly, holding the 102nd position
out of 105 countries. Surpris-
ingly, even countries like
Libya, North Korea, Somalia,
the Palestinian Territory, and
Yemen are better in the rank-
ing compared to Pakistan.
This disparity in passport
strength reflects the challeng-
es Pakistan faces in gaining
the trust and confidence of the
international community for
visa-free entry privileges.
WHY IRAN'S MOVE
MATTERS?
Iran's bold move to open its
doors to Indian citizens,
while Pakistani nationals
face visa hurdles, under-
scores the shifting landscape
of diplomatic ties in the re-
gion. This exclusive privi-
lege for Indians not only re-
flects the strength of the In-
dian passport but also
prompts speculation about
future diplomatic maneuvers
and potential alliances.
BOOST TO TOURISM
The elimination of visa fees
for Indian travellers to Iran
is likely to lead to an in-
crease in tourism. In-
dian tourists, attract-
ed by Iran's rich
cultural heritage
and historical
sites, may contrib-
ute to the growth
of the Iranian
tourism industry.
STRENGTHENED
ECONOMIC TIES
Free visas can fa-
cilitate easier travel
for Indian business
professionals and inves-
tors, fostering economic
collaboration between the
two nations. This move is par-
ticularly significant amid evolv-
ing global economic dynamics.
ENHANCED PEOPLE-TO-
PEOPLE CONTACT
The free visa initiative promotes
greater people-to-people contact,
fostering cultural exchanges and
understandingbetweenIndiaand
Iran. This can play a crucial role
in strengthening the long-stand-
ing historical and cultural ties
between the two nations.
As India continues to expand
its global reach, such initiatives
contribute to the cultivation of
strong international ties. The
evolution of India's visa status
on a global scale reflects the na-
tion's increasing influence.
Overall, this move is a testa-
ment to the power of diplomat-
ic efforts in fostering coopera-
tion and understanding between
nations.
Chandra
Prakash
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
I
BOOST TO TOURISM
The elimination of visa fees
for Indian travellers to Iran
is likely to lead to an in-
crease in tourism. In-
dian tourists, attract-
ed by Iran's rich
cultural heritage
and historical
STRENGTHENED
ECONOMIC TIES
Free visas can fa-
cilitate easier travel
for Indian business
professionals and inves-
tors, fostering economic
collaboration between the
two nations. This move is par-
ticularly significant amid evolv-
WHAT WILL BE THE IMPLICATIONS?
Iran's Visa-free
privilege elevates
Indian passport
strength
UnlockingBorders
BANGLORE- Air India, Air India Express, Air India
Express, IndiGo, SpiceJet, Vistara
MUMBAI- Air India, Air India Express, Air India
Express, IndiGo, Vistara
KOLKATA- Air India, Air India Express, Air India
Express, Alliance Air, IndiGo, SpiceJet, Vistara
DELHI- Air India, Air India Express, Air India Express,
Alliance Air, IndiGo, SpiceJet, Vistara
SURAT- Air India Express, Air India Express, Alliance
Air, IndiGo, SpiceJet
INDORE- Air India, Air India Express, Air India
Express, Alliance Air, IndiGo, Vistara
DUBAI- Air India, Air India Express, Air India Ex-
press, Alliance Air, Emirates, Etihad Airways, IndiGo
BANGKOK- Air Arabia, Air India, Air India Express,
Air India Express, Alliance Air, Batik Air, IndiGo
VINH CITY (VIETNAM)- Air India, Emirates, Malaysia
Airlines, VietJet Air, Vietnam Airlines, Vistara
BEIJING (CHINA)- Air China, Air India, Air Macau,
Cathay Paciﬁc, Emirates, Shenzhen Airlines, SpiceJet
NEW YEAR 2024 #VIRTUAL MARATHON 
CYCLOTHON: Gear up for an unpredictable
adventure as the virtual marathon and Cylothon
2024 is ongoing with full enthusiasm. The event is
a celebration of endurance and unity.
When: Jan 1 - Jan 7, 06:00 am
Where: Jaipur
Jaipur International Festival 2024: The basic
aim of the festival is to bring the world cinemas
under one roof to ensure promotion, preservation
and conservation of films.
When: Jan 9 - Jan 13, 04:00 pm
Where: Inox GT Central, Jaipur
Kukdukoo Fest 2024: Kukdukoo Fest is an
initiative which believes every child deserves an
equal opportunity to immerse themselves in a
universe of art, literature and theatre.
When: Jan 6 - Jan 7, 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Where: Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur
WHAT’S JAIPUR WATCHING TODAY? https://in.bookmyshow.com/
Movie: Salaar (Cease Fire - Part 1)
Director: Prashanth Neel
Cast  crew: Vijay Kiragandur, Ravi Basrur,
Bhuvan Gowda, Ujwal Kulkarni, Prabhas, Prith-
viraj Sukumaran, Shruti Haasan, Tinnu Anand,
Jagapati Babu, Easwari Rao, Sriya Reddy
Movie: Migration (3D) English
Director: Benjamin Renner
Cast  crew: Kumail Nanjiani, Elizabeth Banks,
Awkwaﬁna, Keegan-Michael Key, Danny
DeVito, Carol Kane, David Mitchell,
Chris Meledandri, John Powell, Mike White
Scan or click here to book
your movie tickets
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City First
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grand networking even-
ing was organised at Ho-
tel Atlantis on the even-
ing of the second day of
Jaipur Jewellery Show.
The evening provided
exhibitors the opportunity and platform
to interact with top retailers and JJS buy-
ers. This year's brand ambassador of JJS
and actress, Pooja Batra and Gemfields
India Head, Gopal Kumar were also pre-
sent at the event. During this, exhibitors
got the opportunity to connect with top
retailers and buyers of JJS.
During the networking evening, Em-
erald Promotion Group of 15 members
was presented the trophies by Gemfields
India Head, Gopal Kumar; Emerald Pro-
motion Group, Convenor, Dinesh Kha-
toria; Co-Convenor, Kamal Kothari and
Honorary Secretary, JJS, Rajiv Jain. It is
to be noted that Gemfields is the Prime
Emerald Promotion Partner. Live per-
formance by the musical band enthralled
the audience.
A
atrina Kaif
and Vicky
Kaushal never
fail in setting
couple goals.
These two
always raise the standards
high with their mushy pictures
on Instagram.
Like many other celebrity
couples, these two love birds
too left to ring in the New
Year amidst nature and seren-
ity in Jodhpur. Well, the ac-
tress who just arrived in
Mumbai after a fabulous va-
cay took to her Instagram han-
dle to share some fun pictures
from their vacation.
We can see the actress flip-
ping her hair in the air and
lookinglovelyinablack,
blue, and brown
check dress. In
other picture, it
appears as if the
Merry Christ-
mas star is sit-
ting on hubby
VickyKaush-
al’s lap and
clicking a
selfie. Vicky
on the other
hand looks
dapper in a
green tee,
glasses, and a
black cap while
he looks at his
wife.
Sharing these pic-
tures, the Tiger 3 star
wrote, “Teen khoob-
surat din… pyaar,
araam, sunsets aur
thand! New Year
mana liya…
now it’s time for
# M e r r y
Christmas !!!”
City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
n a relationship
that has lasted for
several years, ac-
tors Pulkit Samrat
and Kriti Kharbanda have
kept a private profile. Pulkit’s
recent Instagram post high-
lighted his newly acquired
ability to play the tabla, leav-
ing Kriti astonished at her
boyfriend’s unexpected tal-
ent. Recently, Actor shared a
video in which he is seen
playing the tabla while actress
Kriti Kharbanda records him.
The Housefull 4 actress
can be heard saying in the
video, Haww..tujhe bajana
aata hai (You know how
to play). Sharing the vid-
eo, Pulkit wrote, “To
learning new things. To
embracing the old ones.
#happynewyear Dear #2024
, be kind like your predeces-
sor. PS: wait for @kriti.khar-
banda ‘s jaw dropping ex-
pression! I wish you could
see it. Priceless! I could
learn many a things
just to keep surpris-
ing her and sweep
her off her feet
everyday!”
Romantic
Getaway
K
COUNTDOWN
to love
n a delightful
start to the new
year, Ira Khan,
the daughter of
Bollywood icon Aamir
Khan, is set to embark on a
beautiful journey of marital
bliss with her long-time
beau, Nupur Shikhare. The
much-anticipated wedding
is scheduled to take place
in Mumbai today, marking
a significant milestone in
Ira's life. Ahead of the joy-
ous celebration, the radiant
bride-to-be was recently
spotted in the city, radiating
an aura of readiness for the
big day.
IraKhansharedaglimpse
of her pre-wedding excite-
ment through a casual yet
stylish ensemble, captured
in a mirror selfie on her In-
stagram Stories. Dressed in
a black t-shirt conveying the
message 'Kind is cool' and
a rainbow, paired with a
matching skirt, Ira added
playful vibes to her look.
With a 'Bride-to-be' head-
band adorning her red-
colored hair, she expressed
her anticipation for the spe-
cial occasion, captioning
the image, Ready!! I’m
going to wear this all day.
As the city buzzes with ex-
citement, the countdown
begins for Ira Khan and
Nupur Shikhare's heartfelt
union.
I
Networking Dinner and Musical Night
I
Love in every note
Ashu Malpani, Chandra Surana, Rajiv Jain, Vijay Choradiya, Sangeeta, Poonam Surana
Pooja Batra, Gopal Kumar Ragini Khatoria, Swati Khatoria, Neha Sonkia, Varsha Baldua Manoj Malpani, Ravi Modi, Ashu Malpani Laxman Sonkia
NR Kothari, Umesh, Dinesh, Ajay Kala
Abhishek Sand, Smita Sand, Rashmi Sand, Ashish Sand
Divya, Poonam, Alok Deepak Punjabi, D P Khandelwal, Vijay Kedia
Ajay Kala, Pooja Batra
Katrina Kaif
Katrina Kaif  Vicky Kaushal
Kriti Kharbanda
Pulkit Samrat
Nupur Shikhare and Ira Khan
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National Vice President of CAT, Gokul Maheshwari called on Governor Kalraj Mishra at Raj Bhawan on Wednesday. Maheshwari showcased leadership in coordinating
the delivery of 2,100 casks of edible oil to Ayodhya which were flagged off by the Governor. Organised by Dharma Yatra Mahasangh and VHP, the initiative supports
the Ram Rasoi food facilities for the two-month Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir Pran Pratistha Mahotsav. Meanwhile, on Monday, Gokul Maheshwari, along with CAT
officials, presented a Tirupati scarf to Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister Diya Kumari while expressing gratitude for her commendable work.
GREETINGS! POSTER LAUNCH!
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra launched the poster of ‘Kids Fashion Festival’ at his residence on Wednesday.
The event will be held on January 7 at Victoria Palace, Jaipur. During the occasion, Dr Chandra was
greeted by JJ Kashyap (MD, Veenus Film and Events), Akshay Kashyap (Organiser, Kids Fashion
Festival), Dinesh Nandwani (MD, Uttam Properties), models Jyoti  Priya, as they invited the
former to grace the evening as the chief guest.
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Dinesh Nandwani,
JJ Kashyap, Nidhi Priya, Jyoti and Akshay Kashyap
GREETINGS!
Dr Premchand Bairwa, Deputy CM was greeted by Dr
Devendra Pathak, National Business Head, Bharat 24- Vision
of New India, as he reached the former’s residence to extend
his warm wishes for new year.
City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
riting these
poems was
an out-
come of
Covid’s in-
activity. Just like all other
writers, this was a period
of reflection for me as
well. It was also a period
of doing things that we
do not usually do. This
was stated by Author,
Malashri Lal during the
launch of her book -
‘Mandalas of Time’ at
Ashok Club, Jaipur. She
was in conversation with
author and publicist,
Jagdeep Singh.
Malashri Lal, who has
authored 17 books so far,
launched her first-ever
poetry collection - ‘Man-
dalas of Time’. Talking
about the title of the
book, she said that ‘Man-
dalas’ do not just hold
religious symbolism for
me, but are also ‘sparks
of energy’. There are dis-
crete moments of time
that this collection cap-
tures but it is a complete
circle of me and what I
experience, she said.
During the session, she
recited some of the po-
ems from the book - ‘The
Woman Migrant Work-
er’, ‘Bougainvillea’,
‘Manthara Dasi’, ‘Rad-
ha’s Dilemma’, and ‘Hi-
biscus and the Old
Champa’.
Talking about the ‘po-
etic license’, she said that
one should be sensitive to
the ideas of other people.
Poetic license works
when you are playing
around ideas and imagi-
nation. A lot of poetry is
happening around imag-
ined worlds these days.
The book launch con-
cluded with a QA ses-
sion and book signing.
Earlier, the book was re-
leased by Malashri Lal,
Sudhir Mathur,Ajay Sin-
gha and Jagdeep Singh.
LOVE  BLESSINGS!
W
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra was greeted by Gauravi and Rajveer,
adorable kids of Kavita Chauhan of the First India family, as
they reached the former’s residence to seek blessings on the
occasion of their birthday on Tuesday.
Rajasthan’s Deputy Chief Minister, Premchand Bairwa,
unveiled the poster for the upcoming AU Jaipur Marathon.
Commending the fitness-focused initiative, he expressed
support for the event organised by the World Trade Park
and Culture Youth Organization. The event will be held on
February 4. The marathon gains additional significance as
participant Pradeep Yadav aims to establish a Guinness
World Record by running barefoot for 21 consecutive days,
starting from January 1. Training sessions, including a recent
camp encouraged public participation. One can register for
marathon by visiting www.marathonjaipur.com.
MARATHON SPECIAL!
EVENTS!
Amity University Rajasthan is set to host the Institutions’
Innovation Council (IIC) Regional Meet on January 4, 2024.
This event will serve as a collaborative platform for IIC
institutions, fostering
the celebration
and sharing of
achievements in
campus innovation
ecosystems. The
Regional Meet will
highlight global
innovation trends, the
success of IIC and a
roadmap for startups
in India. Notable figures, including Dipan Sahu and Dr
Sheenu Jhawar, will grace the event. Organised by the AUR
- IIC Committee, the Meet aims to encourage collaboration,
networking, and knowledge-sharing among Higher
Education Institutions promoting innovation, intellectual
property, and startups.
Inajoyouscelebration, localsofSushilpura,BadavillageAjmer
Roadand people from all walksofsocietystartedtheinitiativeto
invitepeople forthe consecrationceremonyofLordShriRam’s
idolonJanuary22in AyodhyaTirthDham.Avibrantprocession,
wherepeople carried yellowriceandchantedhymns,paraded
through Jaipuron December31,2023.Theeventwasgraced
byBengali bhajan troupe andseveralparticipants,withspecial
attendance from CouncilorDheerajSharmaofwardno.45.
The Election Committee of Anjuman
Talimul Muslim Jaipur successfully
conducted elections at the Muslim School
campus, MD Road, Jaipur on Wednesday.
The elected office bearers and executive
members include President Asghar Ali,
Vice President Mohammad Ilyas Qureshi,
Secretary Shabbir Khan, Treasurer
Abdul Hai Ansari and several other
office bearers who will contribute to the
growth and development of Anjuman
Talimul Muslimeen.
Shree Premleela Productions launched the music
video ‘After Party,’ featuring actors Arth Aryan and
Zuhrabivia Mia, aiming to provide a global platform
for Rajasthan’s artists. Arth Aryan, known for his
work with Bollywood actor Ritvik Roshan, directs
and stars in the video alongside Russian actress
Zuhrabivia Mia and Nepalese actresses Srijana
Biswal and Renu Sharma. Filmed at Sambre Club, the
song caters to the club party audience. The video’s
choreographer is Yogesh Khedi, and the editor is
Sonu Panchal. The launch event took place at Hotel
Shimero in Rajapark. MUKESH KIRADOO
NAIM KHAN
The Novotel Jaipur Convention Center in
Sitapura witnessed a vibrant New Year
celebration, with Jaipurites joyously dancing
to DJ Vijay Kathuria’s tunes. Hotel GM Manuj
Ralhan expressed the city’s overwhelming
enthusiasm for the event. The hotel,
inaugurated this year, hosted a grand party.
Sunil Kumar, the Food and Beverage Manager,
highlighted special culinary preparations,
blending foreign fusion with local flavors. The
hotel’s beverage program, ‘Sip of Rajasthan,”
showcased traditional Rajasthani beverages,
enhancing the festive experience.
Welcoming the New Year, NAV India, situated in Sitapura,
organised the Sneh Milan program, featuring various events.
Attendees embraced the arrival of the new year by making
resolutions. The celebration included a lively performance
by the NAV Music Band, creating a festive atmosphere.
Employees enjoyed the band’s music, participated in group
dance, and witnessed an energetic Zumba performance.
MD Anil Agarwal expressed the organization’s commitment
to organizing regular programs to inspire and fulfill new
resolutions with enthusiasm in the New Year.
WHAT’S HAPPENING!
Sambre Club Jaipur ushered
the most happening New
Year Eve with dazzling
celebrations, hosting a
grand event attended by
enthusiastic guests. The
night featured lots of
entertainment, a gourmet
feast and a spectacular
fireworks display that lit
up the club area. Revelers
danced into the early hours,
creating a vibrant and joyous
atmosphere to mark the
beginning of 2024 in style.
Malashri Lal and Jagdeep Singh during the conversation
The captivated audience
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