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	1. Price of groundnut  oil soars by `55 in five days
First India Bureau
Rajkot/Ahmedabad:
The international edi-
ble oil market and im-
port issues have affect-
ed domestic groundnut
oil price which has gone
up by Rs55 in the last
five days. As per latest
reports, a 16-litre edible
oil tin was quoted at the
highest price of Rs2,775.
The jump in groundnut
oil has also pushed up
the price of cottonseed
oil, which touched
Rs2,730 for 16 litres.
According to sources
from the domestic mar-
ket, on April 13, ground-
nut oil trading closed at
Rs2,720, which climbed
by Rs55 in just five days.
Elaborating on reasons
for the jump in oil pric-
es, Kishor Viradiya,
President of the Sau-
rashtra Oil Mills Asso-
ciation said, “The farm-
ers are purchasing
groundnut seeds for
sowing and so there is
very little groundnut
available for millers to
crush oil. Demand is
high due to the hike in
prices of sunflower and
other oils due to the
Ukraine-Russia war and
import-export hurdles.”
He added, “If enough
quantity of groundnut
is made available to the
millers, prices can fall.
But, the state govern-
ment is sitting on a
huge stock that it has
procured at Minimum
Support Price (MSP).
Groundnut supply in
the market yards was
10,000 quintals. Turn to P6
Lack of seeds in the
domestic market
and import issues
have hiked it to
`2,775 per 16 litre
CRUCIAL READ
PAK: 34-MEMBER
CABINET TAKES OATH
Following Imran Khan’s
ouster, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
34-member cabinet was
sworn in on Tuesday in
the first phase of induc-
tion. Pakistan Peoples
Party chief Bilawal Bhutto
was not included in the
first list of ministers.
SL: POLICE FIRE AT
PROTESTERS, 1 DEAD
The police in Sri Lanka
for the first time since
anti-government protests
started fired at protesters
on Monday, killing one
and injuring several peo-
ple. Police confirmed they
had to open fire after the
mob turned violent and
threw stones at them. P6
IN RAE BARELI, DALIT BOY ASSAULTED,
FORCED TO LICK FEET; 8 ARRESTED
Eight people were arrested in Uttar Pradesh’s Rae
Bareli after video of Dalit teenager being assaulted
and made to lick the feet of one of the accused went
viral on social media, officials said on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to the police, the boy is a Class 10 student.
JANATA’S BLESSINGS!
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation
stone laying and inauguration of multiple development
projects, at Banas Dairy Sankul, Diyodar, in Banaskantha
district of Gujarat on Tuesday. P2 —PHOTO BY PTI
As Cong-PK
brainstorm 3rd
time, Sonia to
have final say
New Delhi: Congress
leaders on Tuesday dis-
cussed with political
strategist Prashant
Kishor a roadmap to
contest 2024 elections
and Assembly polls be-
fore it.
Ambika Soni, A.K
Antony, Jairam
Ramesh K.C Venugopal
and Randeep Surjewa-
la were present along
with Sonia Gandhi to
discuss strategies and
Congress preparations
to take on the BJP, said
sources.
This is the third
meeting since Saturday
where the Congress of-
ficially met the poll
strategist who suggest-
ed a roadmap to contest
2024 elections and As-
sembly Polls.
Meanwhile as per
sources, Sonia will take
the final decision on
way forward after dis-
cussing with Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi.
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Russia looks
towards India as
Ukraine looks on...
ussia is seeking more medical equipment
from India after sanctions and logisti-
cal logjams following President Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine have sharply
reduced imports from Europe and China. Medical
equipment companies from India and Russia will
discuss ways to boost supplies during a virtual
meeting on April 22, according to Rajiv Nath, a
forum coordinator for the Association of Indian
Medical Device Industry. The event was con-
firmed by Business Russia, a business group that
promotes bilateral ties.
Russia seeks
medical
equipment from
India as war
disrupts trade
Russia calls on
all Ukrainian
forces to
“immediately
lay down arms”
1 2
R
A local resident looks at a damaged during a heavy fighting apartment
building near the Illich Iron & Steel Works Metallurgical Plant, the second
largest metallurgical enterprise in Ukraine, in an area controlled by Russian-
backed separatist forces in Mariupol. (Inset) Yehor, 7, stands holding wooden
toy rifle next to destroyed Russian military vehicles near Chernihiv in Ukraine.
A mother hugs her daughter as they wait for
a bus to flee from Sloviansk city, in Donetsk
district, to travel to Rivne in western Ukraine.
A mother hugs her daughter as they wait for
NO RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS
WITHOUT PERMIT
Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath chaired
a law-and-order review
meeting on Monday
night, issuing a set of di-
rectionsthatassumesig-
nificance considering
the recent clashes in
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri.
In a statement, the gov-
ernment said the direc-
tions were being issued
as the festivals of Eid
and Akshay Tritiya are
likely to fall on the same
date early next month.
It said that no religious
procession or marches
will be allowed without
proper permission.
CM also directed
deployment of addl
forces in sensitive areas
with use of drones for
monitoring situation
... LOUDSPEAKERS SHOULDN'T DISTURB OTHERS: YOGI
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
DELHI POLICE
REGISTERS FIR
AGAINST VHP,
BAJRANG DAL
MEN FOR HOLDING
SHOBHA YATRA
The Delhi Police have
registered FIR against
two men from the Delhi
unit of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and
Bajrang Dal for organis-
ing a shobha yatra to
mark Hanuman Jayanti
in Northwest Delhi’s Ja-
hangirpuri on April
16. The FIR has been
lodged under Section
188 (disobedience to
order duly promulgated
by public servant) after
a head constable of the
same police station filed
a complaint. Meanwhile,
the organisers, which
include the Delhi unit
of the VHP and Bajrang
Dal, claimed they had
received permission.
MAIN ACCUSED IN JAHANGIRPURI
VIOLENCE A BJP LEADER: AAP’S ATISHI
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which has been accusing the
BJP for the communal clashes in Jahangirpuri, has come
out and named a leader of the saffron party. AAP MLA Atishi
alleged that Ansar, who has been named as
the main accused in the violence case, is a
BJP leader. “The main accused in the Jahan-
girpuri riots — Ansar — is a BJP leader. He
played a major role in getting BJP’s candidate
Sangeeta Bajaj to contest and plays an active
role in BJP. It is clear that the BJP is behind the Jahangirpuri
riots and it should apologise to the people of Delhi. BJP is a
party of hooligans,” Atishi said in a tweet.
FIVE
ACCUSED
SLAPPED
WITH NSA
Suicide bombers
target children,
kill 30 in Shia
school in Kabul
Kabul: Three suicide
bombings outside a sec-
ondary school in Dasht-
e-Barchi - a Hazara
Shia neighbourhood in
Kabul has left more
than 30 dead and 100s
injured.
Tuesday’s blasts took
place as students were
coming out of their
morning classes at the
Abdul Rahim Shahid
high school in the capi-
tal city of Afghanistan.
According to witness-
es, the Shia school was
targeted by two suicide
attackersinthemorning
as students were leaving
the building, with pic-
tures and video clips on
social media showing
abandoned school bags
in the street.
11 of a family killed as
jeep rams into tractor
trolley in Jhunjhunu
Manoj Tak
Jhunjhunu: Eleven
members of a family
were killed and seven
others injured as a jeep
rammed into a tractor
trolley that was parked
on the roadside on the
J h u n j h u n u - G u d h a
Godji highway in Jhun-
jhunu district on Tues-
day, police said. Fami-
lies of two brothers
were totally eliminated
in the accident. The
victims were returning
from Lohargal after of-
fering prayers at a tem-
ple after death of an
elderly in the family,
said Jhunjhunu SP
Pradeep Mohan Shar-
ma. There were 20 peo-
ple in the jeep.
Governor Kalraj
Mishra, CM Ashok Ge-
hlot, former CM
Vasundhara Raje, JP
Nadda and other lead-
ers expressed grief.
The deceased were
identified as Kailash 35,
Bhanwarlal 35, Sumer
50, Rajbala 45, Arpit, 15,
Manohar 50, Naresh 16,
Karmveer20,Balveer20,
Savatri 42 and Rahul 17.
PM Modi announces `2 lakh for kin
of deceased and `50,000 for injured
 


	2. First India Bureau
Banaskantha:  Prime
MinisterNarendraModi
on Tuesday said India
produces milk worth
Rs8.5 lakh crore annu-
ally
, more than the turn-
over of wheat and rice,
and underlined that
small farmers--especial-
ly women--are the big-
gest beneficiaries of the
dairy sector.
In a veiled dig at the
Congress, Modi said a
former prime minister
used to say that only 15
paise out of one rupee
reaches (the beneficiar-
ies) after leaving Delhi,
but he ensures that the
entire 100 paise reaches
the intended beneficiar-
ies and gets deposited
intotheaccountof farm-
ers.
Modi was addressing
a gathering at Diyodar
in the Banaskantha dis-
trict after inaugurating
anewdairycomplexand
a potato processing
plantof theBanasDairy
.
“Today, India is the
world’s largest producer
of milk. When the liveli-
hood of crores of farm-
ers depends on milk, In-
diaproducesmilkworth
Rs8.5 lakh crore annu-
ally
. This is something
that many
, including re-
nowned economists, fail
to pay attention to.
Against this, even the
turnover of wheat and
rice is not Rs8.5 lakh
crore. And small farm-
ers are the biggest ben-
eficiaries of the dairy
sector,” Modi said.
He also inaugurated
and laid the foundation
stonesforahostof other
projects of the Banas
Dairy
.
“The biggest benefi-
ciaries of the dairy sec-
tor are small farmers,
who hold no more than
two- five bigha land and
suffer from scanty rain-
fall and the lack of (ir-
rigation) water. They
take care of their fami-
liesbyraisingcattle,”he
said.
Banas Dairy is said to
be one of the leading
milk production manu-
facturing companies in
Asia.
The prime minister
saidthathisgovernment
has always cared about
farmerswithsmallland-
holdings by ensuring
their well-being.
“After going to Delhi
(after becoming PM in
2014), I took on the re-
sponsibilities of small
farmersacrossthecoun-
try
. And today
, I transfer
Rs2,000 directly into the
bank accounts of farm-
ers three times in a
year,” he said.
Addressing women
dairy farmers on the oc-
casion, Modi said that
Banas Dairy is an exam-
ple of how a cooperative
movement can strength-
en the economy of a vil-
lage and empower wom-
en, in turn strengthen-
ing the campaign for an
“
AatmanirbharBharat”.
He also praised the
women of Banaskantha
for the way they care
about their cattle with
moreaffectioneventhan
their children.
The prime minister
also dedicated to the na-
tion the Banas Commu-
nity Radio Station and
the expanded facilities
for the production of
cheese products and
whey powder at Palan-
pur,andorganicmanure
and biogas plant.
He also laid the foun-
dation stone of four go-
bar gas plants of
100-tonne capacity
which are to be estab-
lished at four different
places.
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Jamnagar: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday met
former cricketer Jam
Saheb Shatrusalyas-
inhji and had a great
time recollecting old
memories.
In a tweet on Tues-
day, the Prime Minis-
ter wrote, “The good-
will of Jam Saheb’s
family is spread all
over the world, espe-
cially in Europe. In
Jamnagar, I had the op-
portunity to meet Jam
Saheb Shri Shatrus-
alyasinhji, who has al-
ways been extremely
affectionate towards
me as an elder. We had
a great time recollect-
ing old memories."
Shatrusalyasinhji is
a former first-class
cricketer and the last
person to hold the title
of Maharaja of Nawa-
nagar.
First India Bureau
Jamnagar: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said the
establishment of the
WHO Global Centre
for Traditional Medi-
cine (GCTM) here will
usher in an age of tra-
ditional medicine
globally
.
Modi, along with the
World Health Organiza-
tion's Director-General
Dr Tredos Ghebreyesus
and Mauritius Prime
Minister Pravind Jug-
nauth, laid the founda-
tion stone for the centre.
The centre will start
the age of traditional
medicine in the world
in the next 25 years,
Modi said, listing vari-
ous benefits of tradi-
tional medicine.
GCTMwillbethefirst
and only global outpost
centre for traditional
medicine across the
world. It will emerge as
an international hub of
global wellness.
The Centre aims to
channel the potential of
traditional medicine by
integrating it with tech-
nological advancements
and evidence-based re-
search.WhileJamnagar
will serve as the base,
the new Centre aims to
engage and benefit the
world. The GCTM shall
focus on four main stra-
tegic areas: evidence
and learning; data and
analytics; sustainability
and equity; and innova-
tion and technology to
optimize the contribu-
tion of traditional medi-
cine to global health.
The Global Ayush In-
vestment and Innova-
tion Summit will be held
from April 20 to April 22
in Gandhinagar. The
Summitaimstoincrease
investments and show-
case innovations in the
fieldof traditionalmedi-
cine. It is a unique at-
tempt to foster long-last-
ing partnerships, boost
exports and nurture a
sustainable ecosystem.
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and his Mauritian
counterpart Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth led a
roadshow from the
Ahmedabad airport on
Tuesday evening, civic
officials said.
The roadshow com-
menced around 6 pm af-
ter Modi and Jugnauth
landed at the
Ahmedabad airport
from Jamnagar, where
Modi laid the founda-
tion stone for the WHO
Global Centre for Tradi-
tional Medicines.
The Mauritius prime
minister was accorded a
grand welcome,
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) of-
ficials said, adding that
30 platforms were erect-
ed at regular intervals
onthetwo-kmroadshow
route from the airport
circle to the Indira
Bridge for various
troupes to perform.
About 15,000 people
gathered to greet the
two prime ministers,
who travelled from the
airport to Raj Bhavan.
Earlier in the day
, PM
Modi addressed women
cattle-rearersafterinau-
gurating the newly-built
milkprocessingplantof
the Banas Dairy in the
Banaskantha district.
In the evening, Modi,
accompanied by Jug-
nauth, Modi laid the
foundation stone for the
WHO Global Centre for
Traditional Medicines
(GCTM) in Jamnagar.
Thereafter, the two PMs
flew to Ahmedabad.
During his night stay
at Raj Bhavan on Mon-
day, some ministers in
the BJP-led Gujarat gov-
ernment, including Rev-
enue Minister Rajendra
Trivedi and Road and
Building Minister
Purnesh Modi, held
courtesy meetings with
the prime minister.
PM Modi, Mauritius counterpart lead roadshow in A’bad
GRAND WELCOME
India tops in global milk production: PM
TURNOVER HIGHER THAN WHEAT AND RICE OUTPUT PM Modi inaugurates
new dairy complex,
potato processing plant
in Banaskantha
New GCTM will boost
global well-being:WHO
PM meets former
cricketer Jam Saheb
Shatrusalyasinhji
About 15,000
people gathered
to greet the
two prime
ministers along
the 2km route
New Delhi: As India
establishes the
WHO Global Centre
for traditional med-
icine in Jamnagar,
Dr Poonam Khetra-
pal Singh, Regional
Director, WHO
South-East Asia Re-
gion, on Tuesday
said that it will be a
hub of excellence
that will help deliv-
er safe, effective and
evidence-based tra-
ditional medicines.
“I congratulate and
thank the govern-
mentof Indiaforhost-
ing the WHO Global
CentreforTraditional
Medicine (in Jamna-
gar). This is a very
important initiative
aimed at harnessing
the full potential of
traditional medicine
to advance global
health and wellbe-
ing,” Singh said.
“The Global Centre
in Jamnagar will be a
hub of excellence,
that will promote the
use of evidence and
learning and help de-
liver safe, effective
and evidence-based
traditional medi-
cines,” she added.
She also stated
that the Centre will
facilitate the integra-
tion of the tradition-
al systems of medi-
cine into national
health systems.
“It will apply mod-
ern science to lever-
age ancient wisdom
to advance SDG 3
goal of ensuring
healthy lives and pro-
moting well-being for
all people of all
ages,” she added.
B a n a s k a n t h a :
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tues-
day inaugurated and
visited the new dairy
complex and potato
processing plant at
Diyodar in Gujarat's
Banaskanthadistrict,
built at a cost of over
Rs600 crore.
Thenewdairycom-
plex is a greenfield
project and will ena-
ble the processing of
about 30 lakh litres of
milk, produce about
80 tonnes of butter,
one lakh litres of ice
cream, 20 tonnes of
Khoya and 6 tonnes
of chocolate daily
.
The potato process-
ingplantwillproduce
different types of pro-
cessed potato prod-
ucts like French fries,
potato chips, aloo tik-
ki, patties etc, many
of which will be ex-
ported to other coun-
tries.
These plants will
empower the local
farmers and give a
boost to the rural
economy in the re-
gion.
PM Modi at the potato processing plant on Tuesday.
PM Modi being briefed during his visit to Banas Dairy Sankul.
PM Modi addressed a gathering (top) in Banaskantha, where (bottom) people came out in large
numbers to welcome him on Tuesday.  —PHOTOS BY ANI
‘AgeoftraditionalmedswillstartwithWHOcentre’
PM Modi with WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, and Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth join hands at the foundation
stone laying ceremony of WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) in the presence of Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare
Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister of AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal and Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, in Jamnagar on Tuesday.
PM Narendra Modi with the former ruler of Jamnagar Jam
Shatrushalyasinhji.
30 platforms were erected from the airport circle to the Indira Bridge for troupes to perform.  —PHOTOS BY HANIF SINDHI
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YOUNG COUPLE KILLED IN
RAJKOT’S KUMBHARWADA
First India Bureau
Rajkot: A couple was
murdered in broad day-
light near the Sati Mata
Temple near Kumbhar-
wada on Monday morn-
ing. Enraged at their
union, the bride’s fa-
ther and brother killed
them both. Police have
recovered a knife and
iron rod from the crime
scene and are on the
hunt for the accused.
According to Upleta
police station officer,
Heena Singrakhia (18)
and Anil Mahid (22) had
been together for a few
years but the former’s
parents disapproved of
their relationship. Af-
ter Heena turned 18, the
couple got married six
months ago. On Mon-
day morning, her father
Somjibhai and her
brother Sunil learned
that the couple had
come to Upleta for a
medical procedure.
They accosted them
in Kumbharwada,
where Sunil pulled out
his knife and stabbed
Heena in the stomach,
arms and legs. He then
stabbed Anil in the
chest, and left them
both bleeding on the
road. Samaritans called
an ambulance and
rushed the couple to the
hospital, where they
were both declared
dead.
Police have sent the
couple’s body for post-
mortem examination
and begun searching
for the father and son
duo, who fled after com-
mitting murders.
Heena and Anil were
in love for some time,
and had eloped a year
ago as well, said an of-
ficial. The former’s fa-
ther had lodged a com-
plaint against Anil as
she was a minor. When
the couple was brought
to the police station,
Heena had attempted
suicide and was rushed
to a hospital for medical
assistance. Her family
had taken the girl back
to their home.
When she turned an
adult around six
months ago, Heena and
Anil eloped again and
got married. They had
been living in Khi-
rasara, Anil’s native vil-
lage, he added.
THE CRIME
Locals gathered near
the crime scene in
Upleta; weapons
recovered by police.
First India Bureau
Gandhinagar: A
nine-year-old girl
helped the police
crack the murder of
her uncle who was
found hanging from a
tree in Bhadol village
of Kalol taluka. Po-
lice have registered a
case against accused
Vishnu Thakor un-
der abetment to sui-
cide charges.
A Kalol police sta-
tion officer told local
media persons, “Ket-
an Raval, a resident
of Mokhasan village
of Kalol taluka, had
gone missing on
April 14. His body
was found hanging
from a tree in Bhadol
village the next day.
After carrying out
the panchnama and
post-mortem, police
handed over the body
to his family.”
Police registered a
case of accidental
death and began
searching for the sui-
cide note.
On April 17, Ket-
an’s niece Riya
found a video and
audio clip on his
phone, in which a
man named Vishnu
Thakor was threat-
ening Ketan. As the
girl regularly played
games on Ketan’s
phone, she knew the
password. After
stumbling across the
video, she showed
the audio clip to her
grandfather Popat
Raval, who informed
Kalol police and re-
quested them to re-
investigate the case.
Popat informed the
police that Vishnu
was under the im-
pression that Ketan
was having an affair
with his daughter. He
had threatened Ket-
an with dire conse-
quences. On April 14,
Vishnu had called
Ketan 15 times and
also threatened him.
Based on new evi-
dence, police have
registered a fresh
case of abetment to
suicide and have
started searching for
Vishnu.
9-yr-old helps police
crack uncle’s suicide
Two bodies tied with dupatta found
inside Narmada Canal near Halol
Ask CID for help,HC says slamming
cops for failing to find missing child
First India Bureau
Vadodara: Vadodara
Fire Brigade pulled
out the bodies of a
young man and wom-
an tied with a dupatta
from the Narmada ca-
nal passing near Ka-
japura village of
Halol taluka.
These bodies were
earlier seen in the Nar-
mada Canal passing
near Rameshwara vil-
lage in Waghodia talu-
ka, but the fire brigade
took out the bodies
near Kajapura village.
The Panchmahal po-
lice took possession of
the bodies and are in-
vestigating the case.
As per details given
by the sub-fire officer
Jasubhai Patel, they
received information
from Waghodia police
about the bodies spot-
ted inside the canal
near Rameshwara vil-
lage in Waghodia talu-
ka. However, they
could only pull out the
bodies near Kajapura
village.
In 30 minutes, they
took out the bodies tied
with dupatta from the
waist and handed them
over to the Panchma-
hal police for further
investigation.
Police have regis-
tered a case of acci-
dental death and are
now trying to iden-
tify the unknown
couple. Further in-
vestigations are go-
ing on in this matter,
officials said.
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: The Gu-
jarat High Court came
down on Bharuch po-
lice for failing to inves-
tigate the case of a
missing nine-year-old
girl. It asked officials to
engage the assistance
of the crime investiga-
tion department (CID)
to search for the minor.
A division bench
hearing a habeas cor-
pus petition filed by the
mother of the missing
girl, observed, “On Jan-
uary 30, 2022, the nine-
year-old girl went miss-
ing from her Anklesh-
war home, and her fam-
ily filed a complaint at
Ankleshwar GIDC po-
lice station the next day
.
Three months have
passed and the police
have not been able to
trace the girl.”
Earlier, the court had
directed Bharuch po-
lice to submit the action
report and the police
station diary. As the
court was dissatisfied
with the investigation,
it had asked the
Bharuch superinten-
dent of police to appear
before it.
During the Tuesday
hearing, the bench
opined, “It is possible
that the child has been
taken to a place where
she may not understand
the local language; or
she may be a victim of
human trafficking. If
required, the police
should take help from
neighbouring states
and even agencies
working to curb human
trafficking. The case
should be investigated
scientifically
.”
Court also asked
Bharuch police to fol-
low the Supreme
Court’s order and
guidelines for the Bach-
pan Bachao Andolan
plea. The case hearing
has been kept in 15
days’ time.
The Bharuch super-
intendent of police sub-
mitted before the court
that all angles and as-
pects of the case were
being investigated by
officials. He also shared
the suspicion that the
missing girl may have
known the person and
gone with them will-
ingly, unaware of the
danger.
Woman’s father,
brother stabbed
them both to
death as they
disapproved
of their
relationship
Police have
registered a case
and are trying to
find the identities
of the man and
woman who were
found dead
Bodies tied with dupatta floating in the Narmada canal near Kajapura village.
Gujarat High Court. —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Valsad: Five persons
were awarded three
years imprisonment
under various sections
of the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972 by the
Kaprada judicial magis-
trate first class, on
Tuesday
.
In his order, Judicial
Magistrate First Class
Dilip Savaliya conclud-
ed that Babubhai Ozari-
ya and four others were
guilty of illegally catch-
ing and imprisoning an
otter with an intention
of selling it. Ozariya
had trapped the animal
and kept it in his home
in Amdha village of
Valsad district on June
01, 2020. He was plan-
ning to sell it to the re-
maining four accused
Jyotindra Pandya, Chi-
rayubhai Patel, Ashok
Baraiiya, and Indrajit-
singh Vaghela to per-
form black magic.
Slamming the ac-
cused for their malign
intentions, the judicial
magistrate noted, “For
their personal benefit,
the five accused in-
dulged in cruelty
against an animal pro-
tected under Schedule
II of the Wild Life (Pro-
tection) Act. It was an
attempt to kill the otter,
a speechless animal
that cannot fight to get
justice. Any act against
such animals cannot be
tolerated, and so, the ac-
cused are awarded with
three years imprison-
ment, along with a fine
of Rs10,000 each.”
The court cancelled
bails of the accused and
ordered police to take
custody of them and
send them to jail.
Valsad court sentences five to three years
in prison for ‘illegally imprisoning’ otter
JUST DESSERTS
Otters are protected under Schedule II of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972.
First India Bureau
Gandhinagar: Guja-
rat on Tuesday re-
ported 12 COVID-19
cases, taking its tally
to 12,24,182, while
the death toll stood
unchanged at 10,942,
an official said.
So far, 12,13,149 peo-
ple have been dis-
charged post recovery,
including 22 during
the day, leaving the
state with 91 active
cases, he added.
Ahmedabad led with
10 cases while Rajkot
and Vadodara reported
one each, he said.
A government re-
lease said 10.68 core
vaccine doses have
been administered in
the state so far, includ-
ing 88,932 on Tuesday.
The neighbouring
Union Territory of
Dadra and Nagar Have-
li, Daman and Diu con-
tinued to coronavirus-
free, a local official said.
Active tally now 91 as state
witnesses 12 new nCoV cases
Medics in PPE kits are a mucher rarer sight in A’bad these days,
than when this photo was taken two years ago. —FILE PHOTO
Babubhai Ozariya had
caught the animal in 2020,
planned to sell it to four
accused for black magic
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he Allahabad
High Court’s
judgment al-
lowing mainte-
nance to a Mus-
lim woman beyond the
three-month iddat period
till she remarries has once
again revived memories of
the Shah Bano case of 1985
when the Supreme Court
ruled in favour of mainte-
nance being given to the
divorced woman. Under
pressure from the mullahs,
the Congress government
of Rajiv Gandhi hastily en-
acted a law providing for
payment of alimony only
for the period of iddat. In
later judgments, however,
the Supreme Court upheld
the Shah Bano case verdict
for the benefit of Muslim
women divorcees. In 1973
an amendment was made
to the CrPC to provide un-
der section 125 that a divor-
cee was entitled to alimony
till the time she remarries.
Section 125 and Section
127, which was added later,
were found to be in conflict
with the Muslim Personal
Law. It was in the Daniel
Latifi versus Union of In-
dia the conflict was re-
solved with the Supreme
Court saying that the Shah
Bano case judgment still
holds good. The same
stand was taken by Justice
KS Pawar who observed
that under section 125 Cr.
P.C a divorced Muslim
woman can claim mainte-
nance from her husband
until she remarries. The
Additional Sessions Judge,
Pratapgarh, ruled against
the petitioner on the
ground that sections 3 and
4 of the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Divorce) Act did not entitle
her to maintenance under
section 125 CrPC.
Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay, a BJP leader and ad-
vocate, moved a petition in
the Supreme Court to
make uniform laws about
alimony and maintenance
to women.
MUSLIM WOMAN
DIVORCEE’S PANACEA
The Allahabad High Court’s judgment allowing
maintenance to a Muslim woman beyond the three-
month iddat period till she remarries has once again
revived memories of the Shah Bano case of 1985
when the Supreme Court ruled in favour of maintenance
being given to the divorced woman
T
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
I would like to applaud the people
of Banaskantha for their hardwork
and spirit of resilience. The manner
in which this district has made a
mark in agriculture is commendable.
Farmers embraced new technologies,
focused on water conservation and
the results are for all to see.
Kiren Rijiju @KirenRijiju
Took detail review of Aspirational
District Program at Nongpoh in
Meghalaya. Ri Bhoi District has risen
to rank 5th among 112 Aspirational
Districts in the country, a huge
jump from rank 51 in 2018. District
officers are very hardworking  State
Govt is extending proper support.
TOP TWEETS
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.
—Bible
Chakraborty also pointed
out that the partial
revival of the CPI (M),
could help the ruling
party as it would keep the
opposition votes divided
in the state. The twin
victories will add some
luster to TMC’s
celebrations planned for
May 2 for its anniversary
of returning to power in
the bitterly contested
assembly elections last
year. However, worries
may still keep mounting
for the ruling party given
the apathy shown by
voters in Kolkata, seen as
the political and cultural
heart of West Bengal
he recently held Bally-
gunge Assembly and the
Lok Sabha bypolls in
Asansol may have depict-
ed the unabated TMC raj
in West Bengal but on the
other hand, the Left forces
have re-emerged especial-
ly in the Ballygunge seat
and have pushed the BJP
to the third position!
It may be recalled that if
late Subrata Mukherjee
had won the Ballygunge
seat by a massive (more
than) 70,000 votes in 2021,
Babul Supriyo who defect-
ed from BJP to TMC won
the seat this time by a little
over 20,000 votes!
The TMC, obviously
, has
to keep the reduced margin
in mind and go back to the
storyboard to find the lacu-
nae for which the victory
marginhaddippedsomuch.
WHY THE LEFT
RE-EMERGED?
Following the results in
Ballygunge, CPI(M) is as-
serting that it is the only
alternative to the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal.
The CPI(M)-led Left
Front, which could not win
a single seat in the 2021 as-
sembly elections in the
state, sees a glimmer of
hope in the results of the
recentelectionsinthestate,
be it for municipalities or
assembly bypolls, wherein
manyplacesitcamesecond,
leaving the BJP behind.
“
An idea that the Left has
become irrelevant in West
Bengal politics was doing
therounds.Peopleareslow-
ly realising that function-
ally Left is the only alterna-
tivetothepresentregimein
WestBengal,”Chakraborty
had told the media.
BJP, which had won 77
seats in the assembly elec-
tions, is the only opposi-
tion party having repre-
sentation in the House.
“People are realising
that in real sense what is
meant by opposition on is-
sues of employment, law
and order, etc is shown by
the Left,” he said, adding
that this was, however, not
being reflected in the elec-
toral process.
The Left Front was run-
ner-up to the TMC in 65
wards in the 144-ward Kol-
kata Municipal Corpora-
tion election held in De-
cember last year in which
the TMC recorded a land-
slide victory
.
The #NoVoteToBabul
campaign, which drew on
Supriyo’s previous stand
and was led by some pres-
sure groups in the city,
evidently gathered steam
to the extent that protes-
tors were arrested.
A cursory glance at the
break-up of poll figures
from the seven municipal
wards of the constituency
reveals that Supriyo never
succeeded in gaining the
voters’ trust in full. In two
of those seven wards, ward
numbers64and65,theCPI-
M’s Saira Shah Halim gar-
nered more votes than the
Trinamool. That, coupled
with the dip in voter turn-
out by a staggering 20%, is
proof that a large number
of voters stayed away from
making a choice.
The Ballygunge bypoll
experience could be a fall-
out of any of the possibili-
ties stated above or a mix
and match of all. But for
the ruling Trinamool Con-
gress dispensation in Ben-
gal, it’s certainly a warn-
ing bell that merits intro-
spection into steps it needs
to take to shake off the so-
called “voters’ dilemma”
before it makes its big push
for 2024 general elections.
Also as far as the elec-
torate count in Ballygunge
goes, the Muslim voters
constitute a figure of 51%
of the total voter count.
And to top it all, the Left
candidate was also a Mus-
lim, Saira Shah Halim
who is also the niece of
veteran thespian Naseer-
uddin Shah who had, in a
video message, promoted
her candidature.
From just 5.61 per cent
of the vote share in Bally-
gunge in 2021 assembly
elections, the CPI(M) can-
didate notched up over 30
per cent of the votes polled
in the by-election, leaving
behind the BJP
, to come up
to the second position.
The CPI(M) last won
from the Ballygunge seat
in south Kolkata in 2001
and secured the third posi-
tion behind TMC and BJP
in the 2021 elections.
Having said that, we
also need to mention how
since inception, the TMC
which never won the
Asansol seat has managed
to wrest it this time with
full honours. Shatrughan
Sinha defeated BJP’s Ag-
nimitra Paul by a whop-
ping 3 lakh votes.
The TMC bagged 56.62
per cent of the votes
polled, while the BJP got
30.46 per cent votes. The
by-poll saw a huge swing
of 21 per cent votes in fa-
vour of the TMC from the
saffron camp’s kitty
.
“The results are a testi-
mony that I am no less a
Bengali than any other
Bengali. I am not an out-
sider. I am happy to win
Asansol for the TMC,
which it had never won be-
fore,” Sinha told reporters.
What makes the victory
margin more credible is
that it happened despite a
lower voter turnout of
66.42 per cent compared to
76.62 per cent in 2019. Sin-
ha garnered 6,56,358 votes
against BJP’s Agnimitra
Paul’s 3,53,149 votes.
Paul generously accept-
edthattherewasnorigging
and that the party needs to
“introspect and strategise
ahead for the 2024 general
elections.” However, for-
mer West Bengal BJP chief
Dilip Ghosh alleged that
TMC had unleashed a cam-
paign of terror in the run
up to the elections.
Political analyst Biswa-
nath Chakraborty feels
that the Ballygunge results
have shown that a section
of minoritieswhovotedfor
the TMC last year switched
to the CPI(M). However,
others pointed out that this
theory does not explain the
huge reduction in vote
share for the BJP
.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
T
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Associate Editor,
Free Press Journal, Mumbai and former
Managing Editor, First India
WB BYPOLLS
TMC MAINTAINS WINNING SPREE, BUT
MUST NOT IGNORE LEFT’S RE-EMERGENCE
TMC candidate Babul Supriyo shows a
victory sign as he speaks to the media
after winning the Ballygunge Assembly
by-elections, at David Hare Training
College, in Kolkata on April 16.
Late Subrata Mukherjee had won the Ballygunge
seat by a massive (more than) 70,000 votes in
2021, Babul Supriyo who defected from BJP to TMC
won the seat this time by a little over 20,000 votes!
THE ELECTORATE COUNT IN BALLYGUNGE
	
z MUSLIM VOTERS
CONSTITUTE A FIGURE
OF 51% OF THE TOTAL
VOTER COUNT
	
z THE LEFT CANDIDATE
WAS ALSO A MUSLIM,
SAIRA SHAH HALIM
WHO IS ALSO THE NIECE
OF VETERAN THESPIAN
NASEERUDDIN SHAH
WHO HAD, IN A VIDEO
MESSAGE, PROMOTED
HER CANDIDATURE
	
z FROM JUST 5.61% OF
THE VOTE SHARE IN
BALLYGUNGE IN 2021
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS,
CPI(M) CANDIDATE
NOTCHED UP OVER 30%
OF VOTES POLLED IN
BY-ELECTION, LEAVING
BEHIND BJP, TO COME
UP TO 2ND POSITION
	
z CPI(M) LAST WON
FROM BALLYGUNGE
SEAT IN SOUTH KOL-
KATA IN 2001 AND SE-
CURED 3RD POSITION
BEHIND TMC AND BJP
IN 2021 ELECTIONS
What makes victory more credible is that it happened
despite a lower voter turnout of 66.42% compared to
76.62% in 2019. Shatrughan Sinha garnered 6,56,358
votes against BJP’s Agnimitra Paul’s 3,53,149 votes.
THE LEFT AND IT’S POLITICAL LINE
he Left, on the other hand, stuck to its political line and called
the Trinamool-BJP political stand-off in the state “a show of
fake opposition which Ballygunge voters have seen through”.
The Ballygunge bypoll experience could be a fallout of any of the
possibilities stated above or a mix and match of all. But for the
ruling TMC dispensation in Bengal, it’s certainly a warning bell that
merits introspection into steps it needs to take to shake off the
so-called “voters’ dilemma” before it makes its big push for 2024
general elections. The CPI(M) last won from the Ballygunge seat in
south Kolkata in 2001 and secured the third position behind TMC
and BJP in the 2021 elections.
T
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Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: Prashant
Kishor has worked with
many parties of the
country. He started his
work with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
and since then he has
been working continu-
ously with anti-BJP
parties. Right now his
talks are going on with
the Congress and if he
joins the Congress and
takes up the responsi-
bility of making the
Congress contest elec-
tions in 2024 general
elections, the first ques-
tion will be whether all
the Opposition parties
he has worked with,
will stand with him?
Will Kishor be able to
unite all the opposition
parties and form a com-
mon front?
This question is per-
tinent because two of
Kishor’s existing cli-
ents and one potential
client is finding it ex-
tremely hard to share
electoral space with
Congress and it will be
very difficult to bring
all three together. Al-
though Trinamool Con-
gress signed a joint
statement of opposition
against communal vio-
lence in the past, both
Arvind Kejriwal and K
Chandrashekhar Rao
stayed away from it.
Keep in mind that
Prashant Kishor’s com-
pany I-Pack has an
agreement with Trina-
mool Congress till 2026.
He also worked for Ke-
jriwal’s party in Delhi
and he is in talks of
working for Telangana
Rashtra Samithi for
next year’s assembly
elections. Then there
was talk of TRS and
Congress alliance,
which Congress in-
charge Manickam
Tagore has denied. So,
it is very difficult to
bring these three par-
ties stand on the same
stage as Congress.
Apart from these
three, there is another
leader with whom
Prashant Kishor has a
very close relationship.
PKhasworkedforBihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and was associ-
ated with Nitish during
his worst times. Nitish
was trying for a new al-
liance after quitting the
BJP and losing the 2014
Lok Sabha elections
badly
. At that time, Nit-
ish had made a joint al-
liance of JD(U), RJD
and Congress to contest
the elections. Right now
Nitish Kumar’s party is
in sync with the BJP.
But there are two years
in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and in politics the
period of two years is
considered as eternity
.
Prashant’s fifth client
is Jagan Mohan Reddy.
He is neutral towards
both BJP and Congress
but considering the
wounds Congress has
inflicted on him, it is
very difficult for him to
fall in line with Con-
gress. In this way, there
are a total of five clients
of Prashant’s, who
would find it extremely
difficult to see in the
same light as Congress.
But Prashant has been
working to make possi-
ble, the impossible. If
he does this, the elec-
tion of 2024 will be very
different. However, oth-
er clients of Prashant
Kishor like DMK, Shiv
Sena, RJD etc. are al-
ready with Congress.
WILL ALL OF PRASHANT KISHOR’S CLIENTS COME ALONG?
ANOTHER OPPOSITION FRONT!
Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): Hectic lobbying
has begun in Karnata-
ka’s ruling BJP as the
party heads for a cabi-
net expansion, party
sources said here on
Tuesday
.
More than five sitting
Cabinet ministers are
set to lose their berths
to make way for new
faces as part of the par-
ty’s strategy for the 2023
Assembly elections,
they added.
The party high com-
mand has sent a mes-
sage to ‘netas’ of the
party to be ready to sac-
rifice their cabinet
berths and involve
themselves in party or-
ganisation activities.
The party has decided
to induct at least eight
new faces in the cabinet.
As per the sources,
the news has created
ripples within the par-
ty leaving the sitting
ministers a worried
lot. BJP President JP
Nadda who was in Kar-
nataka last week to at-
tend executive com-
mittee meeting had
discussed and obtained
the list of ministers
who could be dropped
from the ministry.
The message for sen-
ior ministers who will
lose their positions
will be conveyed
through Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.
Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai
could be called to New
Delhi at any point to
finalise cabinet expan-
sion or formation of
new cabinet.
Mins may lose Cabinet posts in
K’taka; hectic lobbying begins
More than 5 Cabinet Ministers set to lose
their births to make way for new faces
Will go to Delhi after getting call from
party high command calls: CM Bommai
Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot and Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai with State Cabinet
Ministers in Bengaluru.  —FILE PHOTO
According to the
sources, the party
is treading cautiously
as the opposition Con-
gress has adopted an
aggressive approach.
Opposition leader Sid-
daramaiah and State
president DK Shiva-
kumar has said many
times that a number of
leaders from BJP are
in touch with them.
The party will have to
take crucial calls on
allotting cabinet posts
to Yediyurappa’s son,
BY Vijayendra.
Many BJP Mins
in touch, says
DK SHivakumar
CRUCIAL READ
3 DELHI CIVIC BODIES TO BE CALLED
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF DELHI
New Delhi: The Centre has issued a Gazette
notification announcing the merger of the three
municipal bodies into one to be called “Municipal
Corporation of Delhi”. The Bill for the merger
was passed in the recently concluded session of
Parliament. On April 18, the Gazette notification
was issued bringing into effect The Delhi Municipal
Corporation (Amendment) Act, 2022, after it got
the assent of President Ram Nath Kovind.
LeT’S SHEIKH SAJAD DESIGNATED AS
TERRORIST UNDER UAPA, SAYS MHA
New Delhi: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Tues-
day designated Sheikh Sajad, one of the commanders
of the terror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), as a ter-
rorist under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967.The Ministry made the announcement through
a gazette notification, mentioning Sajad an abscond-
ing accused in a case pertaining to the recovery of
Arms and Ammunition in Jammu  Kashmir.
TRS LEADER’S
SON ARRESTED
IN RAPE CASE
Suryapet: A 20-year-
old woman has
complained that two
men drugged her,
kidnapped her in an
autorickshaw and
gangraped her for
two days in a house
in Kodad town of
Suryapet in Telan-
gana. The police have
arrested two men
she named, includ-
ing the son of a local
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) leader.
The men have been
identified as Sheik
Ghouse Pasha, son
of a municipal ward
member from the
TRS Mohd Khaja,
and his accomplice
Sairam Reddy.
KERALA HC
JUNKS ACTOR
DILEEP’S PLEA
Kochi: The Kerala
High Court on Tues-
day declined to quash
an FIR accusing actor
Dileep and others of
conspiring to threaten
and kill the officials
probing the 2017
actress assault case
or to transfer the con-
spiracy case to the
CBI for investigation.
Justice Ziyad Rah-
man AA dismissed
Dileep’s plea in which
the actor had alleged
that the murder
conspiracy FIR was
an outcome of a
personal animosity
against the actor as
all the male members
of his family have
been implicated in it.
3 RSS workers
held in PFI leader
murder case
Palakkad (PTI): Three
RSS workers have been
arrested for allegedly
carryingoutthemurder
of a PFI leader in Palak-
kad district of Kerala on
April 15, police said on
Tuesday and added that
the trio were friends of
an RSS leader, who was
killedinPalakkadinNo-
vember last year.
ADGP (Law and Or-
der) Vijay Sakhare, told
PTI, that three persons
—Ramesh,Arumughan
and Saravanan — all
RSS workers have been
arrested and they are
believed to have direct-
ly carried out the kill-
ing of PFI leader Subair
(43) to avenge the death
of RSS leader Sanjith in
November 2021.
IAS Naresh
Kumar new Chief
Secy of Delhi
New Delhi: The Union
Home Ministry on Tues-
day appointed Naresh
Kumar, a 1987 batch IAS
officer, as the new Chief
Secretary of Delhi. Cur-
rently
,Kumarisworking
as Chief Secretary of
Arunachal Pradesh. He
replaces Vijay Kumar
Dev who is all set to take
overhisnextassignment
as CEC of Delhi with ef-
fect from April 21, 2022.
NDMC Chairman Dhar-
mendra was sent to
Arunachal as CS vice
Naresh Kumar.
Govt Interlocutor meets
Th Muivah for ‘informal
talks’ at Camp Hebron
Kohima (Agencies):
TheNSCN-IMleaders,
led by General Secre-
tary Th Muivah, on
Tuesday met Centre’s
interlocutor for Naga
peacetalksAKMishra
at the outfit’s head-
quarters Camp He-
bron near Dimapur.
“We had an infor-
mal meeting with A
K Mishra,” an NSCN-
IM leader said to me-
dia. He added that it
was the first time
that peace talks were
being held with a
Government of India
representative inside
Camp Hebron.
Former special di-
rector of the Intelli-
gence Bureau,
Mishra, who replaced
RN Ravi as the inter-
locutor last year, ar-
rived in Nagaland on
Mondaytodiscussthe
vexed Naga political
issue. He is expected
to meet the state gov-
ernment’s core com-
mittee as well as the
Naga National Politi-
cal Groups (NNPG)
during his stay
.
“AK Mishra is the
first interlocutor to
visit Hebron for talks,
which is significant,”
the leader said and
added that the discus-
sions on Tuesday last-
ed for a little more
than two hours.
The meeting
comes a week after
Nagaland Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio,
Deputy CM Y Patton
and former Chief
Minister TR Zeliang
met PM Modi and
Union Home Minis-
ter Shah in Delhi to
discuss the status of
peace talks, which
seems to have hit a
roadblock since 2019.
TheGovernmentof
India had signed the
“framework agree-
ment” with NSCN-IM
on August 3, 2015 and
“Agreed Position”
with the NNPGs on
November 17, 2017.
Th Muivah
AK Mishra
KV Thomas defies G-23 leader’s
remarks on Rahul Gandhi
Married the person I loved: Victory
for Kerala couple in ‘Love Jihad’ row
Kochi (ANI): The Sen-
ior Congress party lead-
er KV Thomas, on
Monday
, disagreed with
the former vice-chair-
man of Rajya Sabha PJ
Kurien’s alleged state-
ments against the party
leader Rahul Gandhi
that he does not consult
senior members, and
party’s leadership need
not necessarily with the
one belonging to the
Gandhi family
.
Earlier the G-23 lead-
er, Kurien had said that
the party leader Rahul
Gandhi does not consult
any senior leaders of
the party. He also said
that there is no need for
the party president to
belong to the Gandhi
family only
.
However, Thomas
partially supported Ku-
rien’s statement, he also
said that without a
memberof theparty
,the
party would wither off.
Expressing his good
relations with the par-
ty’s president Sonia
Gandhi and Rajiv Gan-
dhi, Thomas said, “Un-
fortunately Rahul is
taking a different atti-
tude. I am not angry
with him. I am only
pained.”
He believes that in
the absence of Con-
gress, the communal
violence in the country
will prevail more.
“On these grounds,
we have been demand-
ing that Rahul Gandhi
or any member of the
family should take
leadership, either Pri-
yanka can take it. Mad-
am Gandhi is naturally
acceptable to every-
body. But because of
the health reasons, she
can’t come forward,”
he added.
Says party leader
should belong to
Gandhi family
Hijab not allowed during II PUC
exams, says K’taka Edu Minister
Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): Students wearing
hijab will not be allowed
to write the crucial an-
nual II PUC examina-
tion in Karnataka, State
Minister for Education
BC Nagesh said on
Tuesday
.
“All students must
follow rules on uni-
form, hijab cladding
students won’t be al-
lowed,” he added.
After successfully
conducting SSLC (class
10) exams amid hijab
controversy, the Karna-
taka government is all
set to hold crucial II
PUCexaminationsfrom
April 22 to May 18 in the
state. As many as
6,84,255 students have
enrolled for the exami-
nations, stated an offi-
cial release from the
Department of Pre-Uni-
versity Education.
Elaborate security
arrangements have
been made for smooth
conduct of exams amid
possibility of resurfac-
ing of the controversy
.
Karnataka High
Court Special Bench
headed by the Chief
Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi has dismissed
the petition by students
seeking permission to
wear hijab in class-
rooms. The bench also
noted that wearing of
hijab is not an essential
practice of Islam.
The department has
stated that the examina-
tion will be conducted
in 1,076 examination
centres. A total of
3,46,936 boys and
3,37,319 girls are taking
the exams.
Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): The Karna-
taka government is
all ready to introduce
Hindu epic stories
Bhagavad Gita’ and
‘Mahabharat’ in its
school curriculum
from the next aca-
demic year. Though a
proposal in this regard
was made beforehand,
the ruling BJP govern-
ment had kept it in
abeyance, consider-
ing the opposition.
Clearing the air on
Tuesday, Education
Minister BC Nagesh
said, “From next year,
moral education will
be added to the school
syllabus. ‘Bhagavad
Gita,’ ‘Mahabharat’
and ‘Panchatantra Sto-
ries’ will also be part
of moral education,”
he stated.
Gita, Mahabharat
to form part of
moral education
in K’taka schools
NAGA PEACE TALKS
Kochi (ANI): Joisna
Mary Joseph, who is at
the centre of a love jihad
controversy in Kerala,
on Tuesday said that she
married the person she
lovedandexpressedhope
that her parents will ap-
prove her marriage.
Her remarks came af-
ter the Kerala High
Courtdismissedthepeti-
tion filed by Joisna’s fa-
ther against her mar-
riage with a Muslim
man named Shejin.
“I married the person
I loved. So I wanted to go
with him. I liked him
and started living with
him. I told the court
about my decision. It is a
decision made by a per-
son over 18 years of age.
We will both talk to our
parents. We will con-
vince them,” Joisna told
media.Joisna’shusband
Shejin said he has no
problem with Joisna liv-
ing as a Christian until
her death.
“We hoped that the
verdict would be favour-
able.Astwopersonsover
the age of 18, we are per-
mitted by law in India to
live as we wish. The al-
legation that we were at
the SDPI centre came
whilewewerebothatmy
father’s brother’s house.
Suchcontroversyspread
at that time,” she said.
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Himanshu Rawat
New Delhi: Post the in-
cidents of communal
violence and hate
speeches in different
parts of the country,
thirteen ppposition par-
ties issued a joint state-
ment against the devel-
opments. This is an is-
sue on which the oppo-
sition could have been
united, however, in this,
only a handful of par-
ties came together. Sim-
ilarly
, during the budget
session of Parliament,
the entire opposition
did not come together
on any issue. Even on
the issue like inflation,
all the opposition par-
ties were not seen
standing united. There-
fore the question is,
who is handling the
task of issuing a joint
statement or formulat-
ing a common protest
strategy on behalf of
the opposition and did
the person concerned
talk to all the opposi-
tion parties?
This question is im-
portant because even
the parties making
statements against
communal violence and
hate speeches did not
participate in the joint
statement.
TDP leader Chan-
drababu Naidu could
have been talked to but
he was not involved in
the joint statement.
Similarly, Chan-
drashekhar Rao could
have been spoken with
on the issue, but it
seems that he kept his
distance due to the on-
going conflict with the
Congress in the region-
al politics. Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal has remained silent
on the issue of commu-
nal violence and he too
did not sign the joint
statement.
The most surprising
thing is about the JDS,
with which the Con-
gress was in govern-
ment till two years ago.
Secondly, the JD(S) has
been opposed to the
communal incidents in
Karnataka and despite
this, it has not been in-
cluded in the joint state-
ment.
Will Oppn parties get united on national issues?
Cyber security breach by
military officials unearthed
Strictest action would be taken against officials found guilty: Sources
New Delhi (ANI): In-
telligence agencies
have unearthed a cyber
security breach by mili-
tary officials which is
suspected to be linked
to espionage-related ac-
tivities by a neighbour-
ing country
.
Defence sources said,
“The Military and Intel-
ligence agencies have
unearthed a cyber secu-
rity breach by some
military officials,
which is likely to be
linked to espio-
nage-related
activities by a
neighbour-
ing coun-
try.” “The
breach has been re-
ported on certain What-
sApp groups,” the de-
fence sources told ANI.
On the issue of ac-
tionbeingtakenagainst
the officials facing the
allegations, the sources
said that “an inquiry,
which has been prompt-
ly ordered, is in pro-
gress. Acts of infringe-
ments to existing orders
especially involving
counterintelligence
matters, by military of-
ficials, are dealt with
strictest possible man-
ner, as they are subject
to Official Secrets Act.”
The sources said that
the strictest possible ac-
tion would be taken
against all the officials
who are found guilty in
the ongoing investiga-
tions.
Asked to provide fur-
ther details in the mat-
ter, the defence sources
said, “Due to sensitivi-
ties involved and the
nature of the investiga-
tion, we would request
to avoid speculation on
the nature of the breach
or seeking out person-
nel involved.”
IN RECENT TIMES, SUSPECTED
PAKISTANI AND CHINESE OPERATIVES
ATTEMPTING TO ENGAGE WITH
MILITARY PERSONNEL ON SOCIAL
MEDIA IN AN EFFORT TO GAIN
SENSITIVE INFO FROM THEM
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, Mamata Banerjee, D Raja, Mayawati and other senior leaders.
Should PM Modi, Shah
meddle in bypolls too?
Mahesh Sharma
New Delhi: The
Bharatiya Janata
Party’s record of
winning by-elections
is very poor. The par-
ty usually loses in by-
elections, about
which a lot of jokes
and sarcastic com-
ments are passed on
social media too. In
four states, by-elec-
tions were held on
four Assembly seats
and one Lok Sabha
seat, in which the
BJP lost all the seats.
Since the last As-
sembly elections i.e.
2019, by-elections
were held in three
seats in Jharkhand
and the BJP lost on
all three. Can you
fathom the reason
why BJP wins elec-
tions but does not
win by-elections.
Is it because Modi
and Shah do not cam-
paign in the bypolls?
Usually the top lead-
ership of national
parties does not cam-
paign in the bypolls.
By the way, every
election is fought on
the face of Modi and
with backing of
Shah’s strategy. But
both of them stay
away from strategis-
ing in the bypolls. If
the BJP is losing be-
cause of this, then it
should be a matter of
great concern. This
would mean that
apart from Modi and
Shah, the BJP has no
other political capi-
tal. It also means that
the BJP state leaders
are of no conse-
quence to electorate.
Just think, BJP
had sent more than
30 leaders to cam-
paign for Asansol LS
seat in West Bengal
but it lost by more
than three lakh
votes. That’s why
BJP leaders are also
joking that now Modi
and Shah will have to
get the party to con-
test bypolls too.
1 dead, 12 hurt as
Lanka Police opens
fire at protesters
Colombo/New Delhi:
The police in Sri Lanka
for the first time since
anti-government pro-
tests over an economic
crisis started fired at
protesters on Tuesday,
killing one and injuring
12 other people. A police
spokesperson con-
firmed they had to fire
at the protesters after
mobs turned violent.
The people had
blocked a highway in
central Sri Lanka’s
Rambukkana, 95 km
from capital Colombo,
to protest acute oil
shortages.
A severe fuel short-
age sparked spontane-
ous protests across Sri
Lanka earlier today,
with tens of thousands
of angry motorists
burning tyres and
blocking the major road
leading into the capital.
Sri Lanka has run
out of dollars to finance
vital imports including
food, medicine and fuel,
sparking weeks of pro-
tests calling for the res-
ignation of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
the country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis since inde-
pendence in 1948.
‘OUT OF FUEL’
IMF slashes
India’s growth
forecast to 8.2%
in 2022-23
Prez Kovind
gives assent
to Criminal
Procedure Bill Washington: The In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF) has slashed
the growth forecast for
India for the current fi-
nancial year by 80 basis
points to 8.2 per cent,
cautioning that the on-
going Russia-Ukraine
war will in the long run
hurt consumption and
also growth as inflation
will rise.
The funding body has
made the growth fore-
cast in its “World Eco-
nomic Report”.
Commenting on In-
dia’s growth forecast in
the report, the IMF said
that higher oil prices
are expected to weigh
on private consumption
and investment.
It also expected In-
dia’s 2022-23 current ac-
count deficit to be at 3.1
per cent, compared
with 1.5 per cent expect-
ed for 2021-22.
New Delhi (PTI):
President Ram
Nath Kovind has
given his assent to
the Criminal Proce-
dure (Identifica-
tion) Bill, which
empowers police to
obtain physical and
biological samples
of convicts and
those accused of
crimes.
“The following
Act of Parliament
received the assent
of the President on
the 18th April, 2022
and is hereby pub-
lished for general
information:- The
Criminal Proce-
dure (Identifica-
tion) Act, 2022 No.11
of 2022,” a gazette
notification issued
by the government
said.
India-Vietnam working with
ASEAN: LS Speaker Birla
New Delhi (PTI): Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la, who is leading a par-
liamentary delegation
to Vietnam, on Tuesday
said the two countries
have been working
closely with ASEAN to-
wards a free, open,
peaceful, prosperous,
inclusive and rules-
based Indo-Pacific re-
gion.
Birla hoped that the
strong bilateral defense
cooperation between
the nations will contrib-
ute to international
peace. In the meeting
with President Phuc,
Birla also mentioned
that the bilateral rela-
tionship between the
countries was trans-
formed into a “Compre-
hensive Strategic Part-
nership” in 2016 and a
joint vision for peace
and prosperity was
adopted by Phuc and
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in 2021, the
Lok Sabha Secretariat
said in a statement. Bir-
la arrived in Hanoi on
Tuesday on a three-day
visit. On the first day of
his visit, he held bilat-
eral meetings with
President Phuc, Prime
Minister Vietnam
Pham Minh Chinh and
Chairman of National
Assembly of Vietnam.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with the President of Vietnam HE
Nguyen Xuan Phuc, at the Presidential Palace.
Nirmala meets IMF chief,
discusses global growth
Washington (PTI): Fi-
nance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman on
Tuesday met IMF man-
aging director Kristali-
na Georgieva and dis-
cussed a range of is-
sues, including impact
of geopolitical situa-
tion on global growth.
The IMF chief high-
lighted India’s well-tar-
geted policy mix that
has helped the coun-
try’s economy remain
resilient.
She also appreciated
India’s help to Sri Lan-
ka in tackling its eco-
nomic crises and as-
sured that the IMF
would continue to en-
gage with Sri Lanka.
India is expected to
record highest growth
rate among large econo-
mies of the world.
‘RISK OF CRYPTO IS
MONEY LAUNDERING,
TERROR FINANCING’
Washington (ANI):The
biggest risk of cryptocur-
rency could be money
laundering and its use
for financing terror, said
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. She said, “I
think the risk for all coun-
tries across the board will
be the money launder-
ing aspect and also the
aspect of currency being
used for financing terror.”
IN THE COURTYARD
REASONING LIFEBLOOD OF JUDICIARY: APEX
COURT CANCELS RAPE ACCUSED’S BAIL
IN RAPE CASE AGAINST T-SERIES MD BHUSHAN
KUMAR, COURT REJECTS CLOSURE REPORT
New Delhi (PTI): An unreasoned order suffers the “vice of
arbitrariness” as reasoning is the lifeblood of the judicial
system, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday said while setting aside a
Rajasthan High Court’s “cryptic”
order granting bail to a man accused
of raping his niece. The observations
came in a judgement delivered by
a bench of Chief Justice NV Ramana and Justice Krishna
Murari on a plea of an alleged rape survivor seeking can-
cellation of bail of her uncle, a habitual offender, and nearly
twenty cases registered against him which were not found
mention in the high court order. Further, the top court noted
that the High Court has failed to consider the influence.
Mumbai (PTI): A magistrate court in Mumbai rejected the
closure report filed by the police in a rape case against
T-Series company’s managing director Bhushan Kumar,
son of music baron the late Gulshan
Kumar, and held that “various legal
aspects have been compromised”
during the investigation. Noting
that the complainant woman has
misused provisions of law that are
meant for the needy litigants by supporting the final report
(B-summary), the court directed the police to probe the
matter as per the law and the zonal DCP to monitor the
investigation. A “B summary” report is filed when the police
classify the case as maliciously false or when there is no
evidence or a prima facie case against the accused.
CENTRE BOUND BY
ASSURANCE GIVEN TO
PORTUGAL ON SALEM:
HOME SECRETARY
New Delhi (PTI): The
Government is bound by
the assurance given by the
then deputy Prime Minister
LK Advani to the Portugal
government that the maxi-
mum sentence handed out
to gangster Abu Salem will
not exceed 25 years, the
Union home secretary has
told the SC. In an affidavit
filed in pursuance to the
apex court’s April 12 order,
Home Secy halla said the
assurance would come
into effect once the period
of 25 years expires on
November 10, 2030.
SC RECONSTITUTES
EXPERT PANEL FOR
AFFORESTATION IN
DELHI-DOON PROJECT
New Delhi (ANI): The SC
on Tuesday reconstituted
the expert committee to
monitor the compensa-
tory afforestation in the
Delhi-Dehradun Economic
corridor project. A bench
headed by Justice DY
Chandrachud directed
that the Chairperson of
the Committee will be the
Director-General Forests,
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate
Change. Earlier, the NGT
had appointed an inde-
pendent twelve-member
Expert Committee.
Biplab meets Shah, discusses several issues
New Delhi (ANI):
Tripura CM Biplab Ku-
mar Deb informed that
he discussed several
state issues with Home
Minister Amit Shah.
The CM apprised
Shah of the develop-
ment of Bru Rehabilita-
tion in Tripura. He also
informed the him about
theobstaclesbeingfaced
in the opening of Sainik
Schools.
“It was an honour to
meetwithHon’bleHome
Minister,Adarnia@Am-
itShah Ji. Apprised him
about the development
of Bru Rehabilitation in
Tripura. Along with
this, informed him
about the obstacles be-
ing faced in the opening
of Sainik School in the
state,” Deb tweeted.
Narendra Modi with
Amit Shah. —FILE PHOTO
Biplab Kumar Deb with Home
Minister Amit Shah.
Amit Shah holds meet with
Mins on coal, power issues
New Delhi (ANI): Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Tuesday held a meet-
ing with Power Minister
RK Singh, Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi and Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnav
amid reports of ongoing
coal and power situation
across the country, sources
said. Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba, CMD of Naveli
Lignite Corporation, key
concerned officials of the
Coal Ministry along with
other officials of the MHA
were also present in the
meeting. The meeting was
held in the Home Ministry
in which issues of ongoing
coal and power situation
in the country were learnt
to be discussed, an official
source said. The meet-
ing was chaired by Shah.
During over one-hour-long
meeting, the four Minis-
ters were believed to have
discussed the availability of
coal to power plants.
Price of...
As the prices of edible oils
such as groundnut, palm,
and cottonseed are rising, it
has affected prices of other
edible oils. Mustard oil has
touched Rs2,580, corn
oil is priced at Rs2,400
and palm oil is now going
for Rs2,470 per 16 litre.”
Another reason for soaring
prices can be attributed to
the commodity satta (gam-
bling) market. Groundnuts,
which were being traded
between Rs1,100 to 1,200
per 20 kg at the beginning
of the season, are now be-
ing traded at Rs1,400. The
only solution is for the state
to offload groundnuts into
the market or the central
government to reduce
import duties on edible
oil, asserted Viradiya. If
sources are to be believed,
the central government is
considering further cut-
ting import duties. A few
months ago, it had brought
them down from 8.5% to
5.5%.
FROM PG 1
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New Delhi (ANI): Civ-
il Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Monday expressed
confidence about In-
dia’s aviation industry
getting back to the nor-
mal pre-pandemic lev-
el.
The aviation indus-
try of India touched
over four lakh domes-
tic passengers in a day
on Monday
.
Calling the domestic
passengers “historic”
Scindia, while speak-
ing to ANI, said, “It was
a very difficult time in
the previous years due
to the covid pandemic.
We have seen over 3.7,
3.8 and 3.9 lakhs pas-
sengers in a day over
the last 10 days. I’m
confident that travel-
ling--both domestically
and internationally, in
India is coming back
strong.”
The Ministry of Civ-
il Aviation (MoCA) has
imposed a fare cap for
15 days due to the pan-
demic, so the govern-
ment may control the
fare hike on the sale of
air tickets for the last
time as the airlines
companies have urged
the Ministry to remove
the fare limit. The Min-
istry had issued a hun-
dred per cent capacity
operations after two
years.
“If we talk about the
fare caps, then it is
myresponsibility to
the passengers as well
as to the airlines. The
passengers should get
the accessible fare and
the airlines are also
able to survive, espe-
cially when the Avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF)
has increased at a rap-
id pace to Rs 1,20,000
per kilolitres; which
translates to a differ-
ence of about sixty per
cent in just one to one
and a half years. At
present, the fare which
is applicable for 15
days is on the rolling
system. The decision
to remove it will be
taken at an appropri-
ate time,” Scindia told
ANI.
Meanwhile, he stated
that the aviation indus-
try should run under a
100 per cent free mar-
ket. “It is our endeav-
our that from the be-
ginning, the aviation
market should run on
the basis of 100% free
market in the sector,”
he added.
Aviation industry getting back
to pre-Covid levels: Centre
The aviation industry of
India touched over four
lakh domestic passengers
in a day on Monday.
More rise in fuel prices by
OMCs likely: Fitch Ratings
Mumbai (Agen-
cies): Further hikes
in retail fuel prices
may be required for
state-run oil market-
ing companies’ mar-
keting margins to
reach pre-November
levels, Fitch Ratings
said on Tuesday
.
Notably, the No-
vember 2021-March
2022 was one of the
longest retail price
freezes in recent
years, despite refer-
ence crude oil prices
increasing by nearly
$27 per barrel (or Rs
13 per litre) during
the period.
The freeze may
lead to marketing
losses for the oil mar-
keting companies
(OMCs) in the fourth
quarter of the finan-
cial year ending
March 2022 (FY22).
“Retail fuel prices
have subsequently
been raised by only
around Rs 11, imply-
ing that further price
hikes may be re-
quired for marketing
margins to reach pre-
November levels, and
early FY23 marketing
margins may also be
under pressure,” the
ratings agency said.
According to Fitch,
OMCs benefitted
from strong market-
ing margins during
times of low oil pric-
es (March-June 2020),
and endured margin
pressure during high
oil prices (November
2021-March 2022) as
“they tried to keep
fuel prices afforda-
ble”.
Besides, Fitch cited
that robust core refin-
ing margins as well as
windfall inventory
gains should allow
OMCs to mitigate po-
tentialmarketingloss-
es in the near term.
“We believe that ro-
bust core refining
margins and windfall
inventory gains
shouldmitigatepoten-
tial marketing losses
in the near term, and
the OMCs may see op-
portunities to recoup
some of the losses in
periods of falling oil
prices, if and when
that happens.”
LONGEST FREEZE
India's gas consumption
growth trimmed to 5%
New Delhi (PTI):
Fitch Ratings on Tues-
day cut its India gas
consumption outlook
for the current fiscal to
a growth of 5 per cent
as the recent spike in
domestic gas prices
and high LNG rates
would slow the shift to
the environment-
friendly fuel.
The government
more than doubled the
price of gas from do-
mestic fields to USD 6.1
per million British
thermal unit for the
six-month period be-
ginning April 1.
“We expect natural
gas consumption in In-
dia to increase by 5 per
cent in FY23 (FY22 es-
timate: 6.5 per cent),
lower from our previ-
ous estimate for 7 per
cent growth, as the re-
cent sharp increase in
domestic gas prices
and high LNG prices -
both spot and term
contracts linked to oil
prices - would slow the
shift towards natural
gas, in our view,” the
rating agency said.
Domestic gas pro-
duction meets roughly
half of the current
consumption while the
remaining is imported
in the form of lique-
fied natural gas (LNG).
Fitch said state gas
utility GAIL (India)
Ltd’s earnings from its
natural gas marketing
segment are likely to in-
crease due to the recent
rise in spot LNG prices
to levels much higher
than the long-term con-
tracted LNG from US.
New Delhi (PTI):
The government
on Tuesday assert-
ed that there will
not be any ferti-
liser short-
age in the
upcoming
k h a r i f
s ow i n g
s e a s o n
and said it
will soon an-
nounce the
subsidy rate for
non-urea soil nu-
trients for the current
fiscal.
Addressing a confer-
ence on preparedness
for the kharif sowing
operation that com-
mences with the onset
of the southwest mon-
soon from June, Ferti-
liser Secretary RK
Chaturvedi highlight-
ed the steps taken by
the government to en-
sure sufficient availa-
bility of fertilisers at
an affordable price to
the farmers.
“We have made both
short and long term ar-
rangements with glob-
al suppliers for import
of fertilisers. There
will not be any short-
age of fertilisers dur-
ing the kharif season,”
he said.
As against the total
estimated fertiliser re-
quirement of 354.34
lakh tonne during the
2022 kharif season,
availability would be
485.59 lakh tonne, in-
cluding 104.72 lakh
tonne of imported fer-
tiliser and 254.79 lakh
tonne domestically
manufactured soil nu-
trients, he said. Avail-
ability of urea is esti-
mated to be at 256.22
lakh tonne in the kha-
rif season this year,
higher than the re-
quirement of 179 lakh
tonne.
Similarly, the availa-
bility of Di-Ammoni-
um Phosphate (DAP) is
estimated to be 81.42
lakh tonne, against the
requirement of 58.82
lakh tonne.
No fertiliser shortage in upcoming kharif season, says govt
Qatar Airways,
IndiGo reactivate
partnership
signed in 2019
New Delhi (PTI): Qatar
Airways and IndiGo on
Tuesday said they are
reactivating their code-
share partnership fol-
lowing India’s decision
to resume regular inter-
national passenger
flights from March 27.
In a codeshare part-
nership, each carrier on
its distribution system
can sell seats of other’s
flights.IndiGohadinNo-
vember 2019 signed the
codeshare agreement
with Qatar Airways.
OnTuesday
,theirjoint
statement said, “As part
of this expanded code-
share agreement, Qatar
Airways will be placing
its marketing code on In-
diGo operated flights be-
tween Doha and Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad,
starting from April 25,
and Chennai, Bengalu-
ru, Kochi, Kozhikode,
starting from May 9.”
New Delhi (PTI) Walmart group’s e-commerce
firm Flipkart on Tuesday said it has acquired
ANS Commerce to strengthen its online retail
ecosystem in the country. Post the acquisition
ANS Commerce will continue to operate as an
independent e-commerce solutions platform
under its existing leadership team, Flipkart
said in a statement. Our association with ANS
Commerce started last year when they were
part of Flipkart’s tech startup accelerator pro-
gramme, Flipkart Leap, and we are pleased to
welcome the team to the Flipkart group,” said
Ravi Iyer, Flipkart’s senior vice president.
FLIPKART ACQUIRES ANS COMMERCE
TO BOOST ITS E-COMM ECOSYSTEM
NO SCARCITY
Domestic financial conditions to deteriorate: Crisil
Mumbai (PTI): Finan-
cial conditions are go-
ing to tighten in the
country over the next
few months due to the
likely increase in capi-
tal outflows, driven by
rising external shocks
and domestic vulnera-
bility, Crisil Ratings
said in its report on
Tuesday
.
The agency said it’s
Financial Conditions
Index (FCI) dropped be-
low the zero-mark in
March, indicating a de-
terioration in domestic
financial conditions.
Besides, the State
Bank of India and other
leading banks have
raised their lending
rates, which will lead to
an increase in borrow-
ing costs.
However, measures to
bring down the current
account deficit and
strengthen foreign ex-
change reserves will
help the country to deal
with any external
shock, the report said.
‘’Rising external
shocks, coupled with
greater domestic vul-
nerability, could in-
crease capital outflows
from the Indian mar-
kets, resulting in tight-
er domestic financial
conditions in the com-
ing months,’’ it said.
Crisil’s index pro-
vides a comprehensive
monthly update on In-
dia’s financial condi-
tions by analyzing 15
key parameters.
Online portal
for Kashmir to
boost tourism,
trade in UT
Srinagar (ANI):
Kashmironline.com
is pleased to an-
nounce the introduc-
tionof aone-of-a-kind
platform dedicated to
all things related to
Jammu  Kashmir.
The purpose
of Kashmir Online is
to reinvent JK as a
popular tourist desti-
nation by emphasiz-
ing its natural beau-
ty, hospitality, cul-
ture, and people.
Kashmir Online
willserveasanonline
hub for hotels, house-
boats, transportation,
artists, craftsmen,
fruit growers, bud-
ding entrepreneurs,
andmanymore.Itwill
digitally connect tal-
entedyouthfromJK
andskilledartisansto
national and interna-
tional markets.
Measures to bring
down the current
account deficit and
strengthen foreign
exchange reserves will
help the country
Telecom subscribers’
base down to 116.6 crore
in Feb, shows TRAI data
CIL raises coal supply to
power units; in talks with
Govt to build stocks
Mumbai ( PTI): The telecom
subscribers’ base in the country
declined to 116.6 crore in February
this year, with players like Reli-
ance Jio and Vodafone Idea losing
customers in the mobile services
segment during the period. Bharti
Airtel was the only net gainer in
the mobile segment, according to
the subscribers data report of the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) for February. On the
other hand, fixed line customer base
continued to increase with private
telecom operators gaining market
share while public sector firms
-- BSNL and MTNL --clost subscrib-
ers. “The number of telephone
subscribers in India decreased
from 1,169.46 million at the end of
January-2022 to 1,166.05 million at
the end of February-2022, thereby
showing a monthly decline rate of
0.29 per cent,” the TRAI report said.
Mobile subscribers’ base declined
across the country except in three
circles -- UP East, JK and Haryana.
New Delhi (PTI): The country’s largest
coal producer and supplier CIL on
Tuesday said it has upped its sup-
plies by 14.2 per cent to coal-based
electricity generating plants in the
first half of the current month, but
soaring power demand due to hotter-
than-normal summer seems to have
dwarfed the upsurge in supplies. Coal
India (CIL) said that it is coordinating
with the ministries of coal, power and
railways to build up stocks at power
plants in a synergic effort, in the wake
of a decline in coal stocks at power
plants. “Amid the spiraling power
generation, CIL raised its supplies to
thermal power stations by 14.2 per
cent during the first half of April’22,”
the maharatna company said.
Fag-end selloff drags Sensex 703
points down; HDFC dips 5.5 per cent
SBI hikes lending rate by 0.1%
across all tenures; EMIs to go up
Mumbai (ANI): A sudden selloff during the fag-end
of the trading dragged the Indian equities markets
benchmark Sensex 703 points down on Tuesday as
negative cues from the global equities dampened
the investors’ sentiments. The markets witnessed
volatile trading. The key indices, Sensex and Nifty,
started the day on a positive note. HDFC duo re-
mained top drag on the key indices. HDFC tumbled
5.50 per cent to Rs 2138.65. The 30 stock SP
BSE Sensex slumped 703.59 points or 1.23 per
cent to 56,463.15 points.
New Delhi (PTI): The country’s largest lender State
Bank of India (SBI) has raised its marginal cost of funds
based lending rate (MCLR) by 10 basis points (bps)
or 0.1 per cent across all tenures, a move that will lead
to an increase in EMIs for borrowers. The lending rate
revision by SBI is likely to be followed by other banks in
the days to come. With the increase, EMIs will go up for
those borrowers who have availed loans on MCLR, not
for those, whose loans are linked to other benchmarks.
SBI’s EBLR rate is 6.65 per cent, while the repo-linked
lending rate (RLLR) is 6.25 effective April 1.
We expect natural gas consumption in
India to increase by 5 per cent in FY23
(FY22 estimate: 6.5 per cent), lower
from our previous estimate for 7 per cent
growth, as the recent sharp increase in domestic
gas prices and high LNG prices - both spot and
term contracts linked to oil prices - would slow
the shift towards natural gas, in our view.
—Rating Agency
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First India Bureau
Surat: The Surat Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(SMC) has successful-
ly relocated over 1,000
peoplefromthestreets
to shelter homes. In
addition to three ma-
jor shelter homes, in-
cluding one at SMIM-
ER hospital, SMC
plans to construct a
few more in the city.
They are also trying to
provide job opportuni-
ties and health bene-
fits to orphans living
in shelter homes. As
per SMC officials, eve-
ry month they try and
send back around five
orphans to their
hometowns. They
have assigned this
task to a few NGOs
who help SMC track
the record of people in
shelter homes.
Highlighting the sali-
ent points of the initia-
tive, Surat’s Municipal
Commissioner Banch-
hanidhi Pani said, “The
municipal corporation
is moving towards over-
all development of the
city
. We are trying to re-
locateallthepeoplefrom
the streets to shelter
homes.”
Headded:“
Apartfrom
night shelters, or ‘rain
baseras’ we are working
towards shelter homes
with proper facilities,
children’s play areas
and a separate place for
women and men.” The
city has also compiled a
database of people who
have left their homes
and are unable to return
for whatever reasons, he
explained.
“Every month we
shortlist at least five
such people and send
them back to their natal
places,” he said.
If anyone of these
identified people can
work, then SMC helps
them secure jobs and
practical training. So
far, 15 people have got
jobs to earn their daily
livelihood.
SMC’S SHELTER HOMES ARE CHANGING THE LIVES OF ORPHANS
FUTURE READY
lll
The corporation
has relocated
over 1,000
people, sends
back five people
every month to
their natives, and
so far has helped
15 people
secure jobs Orphans learning through audio-visual mode at one of the shelter homes provided by SMC.
Projects worth `200,000 cr have been tendered, while another `63,000 cr worth are completed
100 smart cities to get integrated
command-control centre by Aug 15
First India Bureau
Surat: Union Minister
of Housing and Urban
Affairs Hardeep Singh
Puri on Monday said
that 80 of the 100
Smart Cities in the
country have Integrat-
ed Command and Con-
trol Centres and the
remaining will get
them by August 15.
“Out of the 100
smart cities, 80 al-
ready have their Com-
mand and Control
Centre. We have to
complete the work in
the remaining 20 cities
by August 15 this
year,” he said.
Further, Puri said
that all the projects
worth around
Rs200,000 crore have
been tendered, while
projects worth around
Rs63,000 crore or so
have been completed.
“Gujarat is very well
placed in terms of
most urban infrastruc-
ture in smart cities,”
he added.
Puri was in Gujarat
to inaugurate the
three-day ‘Smart Cit-
ies, Smart Urbaniza-
tion’ conference or-
ganised by the Union
Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs in
association with Surat
Smart City Corpora-
tion Development Ltd
as part of the Centre’s
Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav.
The Smart Cities
Mission was launched
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in
June 2015 to promote
cities that provide core
infrastructure, clean
and sustainable envi-
ronment and give a de-
cent quality of life to
their citizens through
the application of
“Smart Solutions”.
Smart Cities Mis-
sion is a centrally
sponsored scheme un-
der which the Central
Government will pro-
vide financial support
totheextentof Rs48,000
crore over five years,
i.e., an average of
Rs100 crore per city per
year and an equal
amount of matching
basis is to be provided
by the State/Urban Lo-
cal Bodies (ULB).
Since the launch of
the Mission, a total of
Rs27,234 crore have
been released by the
Government of India
to 100 cities under the
Mission. The progress
of the Mission in these
cities is done on a regu-
lar basis by the state-
level High Powered
Steering Committee.
The Mission has
launched several initi-
atives that will not only
ensure integrated de-
velopment across vari-
ous aspects of urban
development but also
help lay long-term
foundation for good
quality urbanization
in the country.
Smart cities have
played important role
in managing the crises
during COVID--19.
With Integrated Com-
mand and Control Cen-
tres being used as COV-
ID-19 War Room, they
have helped in the area
of information, com-
munication, manage-
ment and prepared-
ness.
Parcel warehouse flooded
due to delayed deliveries
First India Bureau
Surat: Parcels or un-
sent goods have flood-
ed the Surat railway
station for a week.
The parcel office has a
waiting time of
around 3,000 parcels
because the trains are
now taking 20 days to
deliver parcels to its
locations. The man-
agement said there is
no space in SLR (Seat-
ing-cum-Lug g a g e
Rake). The situation
has worsened post-
COVID-19 lockdown.
Earlier, a rack used to
have four SLR coach-
es now there are only
two, as the rest are
converted into LHB
(Linke Hofmann
Busch) coaches, there-
by reducing the capac-
ity from 16 tonnes of
goods to four tonnes.
On the other hand,
traders too are com-
plaining that delay in
sending parcels has
started affecting their
business. Of 200
trains that pass
through Surat, 150
have installed LHB
coaches, creating an
issue for them.
Director of Surat
Railway station
Dinesh Sharma said,
“We are working to-
wards sorting things
out. On Sunday, we
installed a separate
goods carriage coach
in Tapti-Ganga ex-
press on the Chhapra
route and sent 17
tonnes of parcels. On
the same day, we in-
cluded an extra coach
in Porbandar-Shali-
mar express. A total
of 25 tonnes of par-
cels were sent. On
Monday, we sent 14
tonnes of parcels
from Tapti-Ganga un-
der the Gati shakti
scheme. We will con-
tinue in this manner
for a few more days
till the backlog
clears.”
Union Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the three-day event on Monday.
Adani has 'power'
more than a VIP!
Kashiram Choudhary
Jaipur: Industrialist
Gautam Adani was ex-
tended a ‘VVIP’ treat-
ment at Jaipur airport
on Tuesday wherein
flight permission grant-
ed by airport manage-
ment during runway
closure. The runway re-
mains closed for 2 hrs
formaintenanceworkat
Jaipur Airport and on
Tuesday, the runway
was closed for 2 hours
from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm.
During this, normally
there cannot be move-
ment of planes at Jaipur
Airport but for the air-
port operator and indus-
trialist Adani, the ad-
ministration gave ‘re-
laxation’ in the rules as
he left for Ahmedabad
at 3:20 pm from Jaipur.
Adani came to Jaipur at
11.30 am to attend a pri-
vate event and now
some people have raised
questions on this whole
incident.
Cong in-charge Ajay
Maken was not given
permission on Nov 1,
2021. During NOTAM,
Maken’sflightcomingto
Jaipur was not allowed
to land and was diverted
backtoDelhi.Therefore,
Makencouldnotcometo
Jaipur while Dotasara
and Khachariyawas
stayed at the airport for
two and a half hours to
receive Maken.
Film ‘Dasvi’ screened to inspire
inmates at Vadodara Central Jail
First India Bureau
Vadodara: Over 150 jail
inmates of Vadodara
Central Jail watch the
inspirational movie
‘Dasvi’ on Sunday
. Offi-
cials and jail staff also
joined them to watch
the movie.
Premiered on Netflix
and Jio Cinema, the
movie revolves around
an uneducated chief
minister remanded to
judicial custody after
getting implicated in a
scam. He dropped out in
class VIII and is now
jailed by a tough cop. He
decidestospendhistime
studying for class X. He
clearstheexamandthen
becomes education min-
ister. “On instructions
from DG KLN Rao, we
are screening the movie
across every central jail
of Gujarat starting from
Ahmedabad on April 10.
In Vadodara, we
screened the movie on
April 17, followed by Su-
ratandRajkot.Themov-
ieisamotivationalstory
,
sends out a positive mes-
sage and guides inmates
to change their lives af-
ter their release from
here,” said Central Jail
Welfare Officer Mahesh
Rathod.
Post pandemic and lockdown, the
goods carrying capacity has reduced
from 16 tonnes to 4 tonnes only
—FILE PHOTO
Jail inmates and officers of Vadodara Central Jail watching Bollywood movie ‘Dasvi’.
Out-of-control ST
bus, runs over man
First India Bureau
Surat: A native of
Nepal, succumbed
to injuries after be-
ing hit by a state
transport bus in
Sachin on Tuesday.
The incident oc-
curred when the de-
ceased was crossing
the road at Pande-
sara crossing. An
uncontrolled bus
heading towards
Billimora hit him,
killing him on the
spot. Police investi-
gations revealed
that the deceased
was a worker, re-
turning from his job
when the accident
occurred. KD Patel,
Police sub-inspec-
tor, said, “The youth
was killed on the
spot in the accident.
The ST bus driver
was arrested. We
have included
charges of hit-and-
run in the FIR. Fur-
ther investigations
have also been initi-
ated.”
The dead body
was sent for post
mortem. The police
have also informed
the family members
of the deceased.
—FILE
PHOTO
Gautam Adani
 


	9. hen did your  love
affair with design
begin? How would
you describe the
emotion?
My father was a
successful textile
consultant and my love for
textile was transferred
from him. I began my ca-
reer in 1986 as an intern of the
famous brand Yves Saint Lau-
rent in Paris. My main focus is
in clothing, although I have
been involved in designing ac-
cessories and interiors. I am
associated with famous
international brands
like BMW, Armani Jun-
ior, Judith Leiber,
Swarovski, Donna
Karan, Calvin
Klein, Nicole Miller
and many more. In 1991 he
showcased his very first fash-
ion show.
I designed handbags for the in-
ternationalbrand,JudithLeib-
er, in 2009. My handbag collec-
tion with Judith Leiber is now
being sold across the globe in
stores like Harrods in Lon-
don and Bergdorf
Goodman in
New York.
 What do you truly enjoy
working with?
Twenty-five years of my sensi-
bilities remain rooted in art. I
have found a delicate balance
in traditional motifs and con-
temporary silhouettes.
My unusual inspira-
tions range from
art and history
books to “precious
junk” bought at flea
markets across the
world. Renoir, Van Gogh,
Rembrandt, architecture
and history have
always inspired
me and I have al-
ways tried to re-
flect the hues of
these treasured
inspirations in
my crea-
tion.
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SUNEET VARMA IS THE NAME THAT IMMORTALIZES GLAMOUR AND
TIMELESS STYLE. THE ACE DESIGNER, WHO COMPLETES 25 YEARS
OF HIS JOURNEY IN THE FASHION INDUSTRY, HAS SHOWCASED
HIS ASTONISHING DESIGNS ON FASHION CONNECT, HELD IN DUBAI
AND HAS EVEN DESIGNED COSTUMES FOR VARIOUS BOLLYWOOD
FILMS. IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH CITY FIRST, THE
DESIGNER TALKS ABOUT HIS LOVE FOR DESIGN
W
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in
—PHOTOS
BY
SANTOSH
SHARMA
Suneet Varma walks the ramp with supermodels showcasing his exclusive collection
 


	10. ETC
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/ahmedabad  I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia AHMEDABAD | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022
10
NUPUR
JHANKAL,
Model
FACE
OF
THE
DAY!
Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20
Investment antiques
and jewellery would
bring handsome
financial gains. On
professional front,
recognition for good work would
motivate you to work harder. Efforts
made to improve looks or personality
will bring desired results. Something
romatic is on the way.
Gemini
MAY 21 - JUNE 21
A sound financial health
of businessmen would
enable to give monetary
benefits to employees.
Your sole dependency
on friends may fail to bring any respite
from loneliness today. It is good day to
confess your love as stars appear
favourable for positive reply. Your
relationship requires you to be tactful.
Leo
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23
Health tips from an
expert will enable you
to get closer to your
fitness goals. Chances
of being misled by
competitors in business are high, so
remain alert. Your generous behavior
would enable to enjoy some lovely
moments with family. Love comes
your way.
Libra
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 22
Some of you are going
to experience emotional
fulfillment on romantic
front. Yoga would help
in raising energy levels
and improve your metabolism. Place
emphasis on domestic affairs to
enhance the domestic tranquility and
harmony. Associate yourself with
humanitarian group.
Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22
Your hard work and
dedication are likely to
be noticed by seniors,
paving way for
promotion or increment.
Family will be supportive of career
aspirations. A promising day overall as
you stay in limelight without any efforts.
Harsh words may create a rift in your
romantic relationship; be careful.
Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19
You will succeed in
resolving misunder-
standing with family
members, normalizing
ties. Seek proper
valuation of the property you are
planning to buy. You will remain much
in demand on social front. You need to
stand by romantic partner during
testing times.
Taurus
APRIL 21 - MAY 20
You succeed in
completing an important
project well before
deadline. Disagreements
on the family front are
foreseen. Be careful about the legal
apprehensions in the property you are
planning to buy. Your intuition will save
you from a tricky spot today. Health will
be satisfactory.
Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 23
You will have an
awesome day today .
Continue to put in
efforts at work and you
will see promising
opportunities coming your way.
Matrimonial match for siblings will
bring happiness for entire family. You
will get a good price for your property.
You are likely to receive guidance.
Virgo
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23
Implementation of new
ideas and projects would
add to your prestige on
the professional front. A
sound monetary
position would enable you to keep pace
with changing times. Avoid raising
controversial issues at home to maintain
harmony. It is a wonderful day to build
new connections.
Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22
Seek the opinion of
your family before
finalizing a property
deal. An impromptu
invitation to a function
from an unexpected friend is likely to
be received. Your bold initiatives on
romantic front bring back passion and
spark in romantic relationship.
Recognition will come your way.
Capricorn
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20
Those suffering from
chronic ailments may
find remarkable
improvement in their
health with home
remedies. Today you will enjoy the
trust of senior management. Minor
domestic disputes may snowball into a
major row, so give attention to the
family. Rewards will come your way.
Pisces
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20
Paying special attention
to plan your career
would give immense
joy. You are likely to get
clearance or approval
for your construction plans. You find
things moving in the way you want
them. Gifting something to your
beloved is likely to make the day
memorable.
LET
DARWIN
BE
he general ar-
gument is
Charles Dar-
win, the leg-
endary natu-
ralist — who
passed into the
sunset, on
April 19, exactly 140
years ago — was not
‘politically’ correct,
unlike philosopher Ba-
ruch Spinoza who
called his highest be-
ing, god or nature. It
was obvious that Dar-
win thought of his
ground-breaking doc-
trine as ‘allocation’ of
design throughout na-
ture, creating in the
natural ‘Tree of Life’
an entirely distinctive
and unique foundation
— a tangible pattern in
the immeasurable ex-
panse of a universal
design space that could
not be duplicated, in
its innumerable de-
tails, without error.
Darwin also thought
and, perforce, appro-
priately, that such a
design just happened,
not astoundingly
, or in-
stantly, but slowly,
over billions of years
— a magnificent mar-
riage of possibility
and inevitability
, in a
trillion places at
once, and a tril-
lion different levels.
Hence, the big ques-
tion. Did the ‘Tree of
Life’ create itself,
where one could pray,
or fear? Let’s draw
upon Friedrich Ni-
etzsche’s wisdom in
the context, “I could
not pray to it, but I can
stand in affirmation of
its magnificence.” This
holds for all human
life, because a
life worth liv-
ing, as Darwin
espoused, is
not some-
thing that
can be defini-
tively meas-
ured — this is
its wholesome
splendour. Darwin
provided tangible sup-
port to the maxim that
nature does not make
excessive leaps. He ob-
served, “There is gran-
deur in (this) view of
life, with its several
powers, having been
originally breathed
into new forms, or into
one; and, that whilst
this planet has gone cy-
cling on according to
the fixed laws of grav-
ity, from so simple a
beginning endless
forms most beautiful
and most wonderful
have been, and are be-
ing, evolved.” Interest-
ingly, Darwin’s own
notion of the fittest
was truly in conso-
nance with philoso-
phy: Immanuel Kant’s
‘practical reason,’ or
Arthur Schopenhau-
er’s ‘exaltation of the
will.’ Modern biology
upholds this captivat-
ing narrative in terms
of an equally extraor-
dinary and striking
voyage of our genes —
this was reason enough
why the term, organ-
ism, slowly disap-
peared from Darwin’s
biology as the elemen-
tary unit of life.
While the cen-
tral compo-
nent of life
in Dar-
w i n ’ s
aphorism is
consequently
the ‘gene,’ the
naturalist in
him could
not, however,
‘divine’ how
this story of
stories would
unfurl. Yet, the
fact is our geno-cen-
tric biology is a logical
consequence of the
mode Darwin chose to
describe evolution in
terms of inheritance
— right from the es-
sence of random vari-
ation and natural se-
lection to the survival
of adapted species.
Darwin was far ahead
of his time in terms of
philosophy, science
and analogy. So, let
Darwin be Darwin. Al-
ways.
As the noted evolu-
tionary biologist Ernst
Mayr articulated in
“Scientific American,”
“A diverse population
is a necessity for the
proper working of nat-
ural selection (Dar-
win’s success meant
that typologists, for
whom all members of
a class are essentially
identical, were left
with an untenable
viewpoint). Because
of the importance of
variation, natural se-
lection should be con-
sidered a two-step pro-
cess: the production of
abundant variation is
followed by the elimi-
nation of inferior indi-
viduals. This latter
step is directional. By
adopting natural se-
lection, Darwin set-
tled the several-thou-
sand-year-old argu-
ment among philoso-
phers over chance or
necessity. Change on
the earth is the result
of both, the first step
being dominated by
randomness, and the
second by necessity.
Darwin was a holist:
for him, the object, or
target, of selection
was primarily the indi-
vidual as a whole. The
geneticists, almost
from 1900 on, in a
rather reductionist
spirit, preferred to
consider the gene the
target of evolution. In
the past 25 years, how-
ever, they have largely
returned to the Dar-
winian view that the
individual is the prin-
cipal target.” Darwin
belonged to an epoch
that discovered histor-
ical explanations and
was getting preoccu-
pied with change. It
goes to his credit, de-
spite his stiff article
of faith, that there was
nothing beyond biolo-
gy, he grudgingly ac-
cepted that nothing
was, of course, pre-
dictable in science —
even when it was being
clued-up, as it were,
with several interlock-
ing levels of subtle un-
derstanding and/or
gradations. This was
simply because the
Darwinian theory con-
tradicts the notion
that comes from intui-
tive biology. Yet, it
does not mean that the
notion of ‘essence’
vanishes from our
deepest mental aspect
— because, any, or eve-
ry, knowledge of a the-
ory does not create a
type of intuitive pref-
erential that would be
consistent with ‘that’
theory and/or a substi-
tute to previously held
intuitive beliefs. This
signifies that science
plays no function in
the surfacing and/or
progression of intui-
tive biology — primar-
ily because the subject
is more like a barrier
that scientific thinking,
or advance, must re-
lentlessly fight against,
or contend with.
RAJGOPAL NIDAMBOOR
The writer is a wellness physician,
independent researcher and author
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