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	1. Ensure BJP retains  power so that Gujarat
remains on top for next 30 years, says Shah
Sanand, (PTI): Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday asked
the people of Gujarat to
ensure the BJP retains
power in the state so
that it continues to re-
main on top in develop-
ment over the next 30
years like it has in the
last 20 years under the
leadership of Narendra
Modi.
Assembly polls are
likely to be held in the
state at the end of the
year with the 27-year
rule of the BJP facing
challenges from Con-
gress as well as AAP.
“Gujarat has re-
mained on top for 20
years under the leader-
ship of Narendrabhai.
People of Gujarat will
have to make arrange-
ments to keep the state
on top for the coming
thirty years,” Shah,
who was addressing a
gathering in Modasar
village.
“The BJP govern-
ment has ensured all-
round development of
the state, whether it is
in rural or urban areas,
mountains, coastal are-
as, or forests. The BJP
government carried out
all-inclusive develop-
ment that was started
by Narendrabhai Modi
(as then CM),” Shah
said, adding that the
PM has ensured the tra-
dition continues during
the chief ministership
of Bhupendra Patel.
“Now, your work is to
make sure Kanubhai
Patel (Sanand MLA)
wins the election once
again. You all have to
take a pledge once more
to make sure the BJP,
the party that works for
the development of Gu-
jarat, returns to power,”
Shah told the gathering.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks after he launched
‘Smackless Village Project’ in Gandhinagar parliamentary
constituency on Friday. —PHOTO BY TWITTER/@AMITSHAH
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MURMU HAS BETTER CHANCES TO WIN: DIDI
Kolkata: West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee on Friday said
that NDA’s Droupadi Murmu has better chances to win the
July 18 presidential election, with NDA’s numbers having got
boosted after the change of guard in Maharashtra.
BENNETT THANKS
MODI FOR CALLING
HIM INDIA’S ‘TRUE
FRIEND’
Jerusalem: Israel’s outgoing premier Naftali
Bennett on Friday thanked his “dear friend”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for commending
him for being “a true friend to India”. Israel’s
Parliament voted on Thursday to dissolve itself.
AMARINDER SET
TO GO SAFFRON,
MERGE HIS PLC
PARTY IN BJP
Chandigarh: Capt Amarinder Singh, who quit the
Congress last year, is likely to join the BJP soon,
sources said on Friday. The 80-year-old former CM
is in London for a back surgery. He is likely to merge
his Punjab Lok Congress party with the BJP.
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR, NEW DELHI & MUMBAI BSE SENSEX 52907.93 111.01 | NSE NIFTY 15752.00 28.30
Ukraine war: PM Narendra Modi speaks with
RussianPresidentPutin,reiteratescallfordialogue
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
while speaking to Rus-
sianPresidentVladimir
Putin on Friday over
the ongoing situation in
Ukraine, reiterated In-
dia’s long-standing po-
sition favouring dia-
logue and diplomacy
.
Speaking over phone,
the two leaders also dis-
cussed the state of glob-
al energy and food mar-
kets, PM Modi’s office
said in a statement.
“They exchanged ideas
on how bilateral trade
in agricultural goods,
fertilisers and pharma
products could be en-
couraged further,” the
statement said. “The
leaders also discussed
global issues, including
the state of the interna-
tional energy and food
markets.”
As India continues to
be an importer of Rus-
sian crude oil, Putin
told Modi that Russia
remains a reliable sup-
plier of grains, fertilis-
ers and energy
.
From the very begin-
ning of the conflict be-
tween Russia and
Ukraine, India has
maintained its stand on
resolving the issue
through dialogue and
diplomacy instead of
war. In April, India ab-
stained from voting that
suspended Russia from
UN Security Council af-
ter 193-member General
Assembly voted to
adopt a resolution
moved by the United
States over allegations
that Russian troops
killed civilians while
pullingbackfromtowns
around the Ukrainian
capital of Kyiv.
Explaining its stand
after the voting, India’s
Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Ambas-
sador T S Tirumurti
said, “India has ab-
stained on the resolu-
tion with regard to sus-
pension of the Russian
Federation from the Hu-
man Rights Council
adopted in the General
Assembly today. We do
so for reasons of both
substance and process.”
PM Narendra Modi with Russian President Putin. —FILE PHOTO
‘HER LOOSE TONGUE SET
ENTIRE COUNTRY ON FIRE’
SC slams Nupur Sharma over Prophet remark
Apex court said the suspended BJP leader is “single-handedly
responsible for what is happening in the country”
New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Fri-
day came down heavily
onsuspendedBJPleader
Nupur Sharma for her
controversial comments
against the Prophet, say-
ing her “loose tongue”
has “set the entire coun-
try on fire” and that she
is “single-handedly re-
sponsibleforwhatishap-
pening in the country”.
Refusing to entertain
Sharma’s plea for club-
bing of FIRs lodged in
various States against
her, the bench held that
the comment was made
eitherforcheappublicity
,
political agenda or some
nefarious activities.
“She actually has a
loose tongue and has
made all kinds of irre-
sponsible statements on
TV and set the entire
country on fire. ... She
should have immediate-
ly apologised for her
comments to the whole
country
,” the court said.
Sharma’s remark
against the Prophet dur-
ing a TV debate trig-
geredprotestsacrossthe
country and drew sharp
reactions from many
Gulf countries. The BJP
subsequentlysuspended
her from the party
.
UDAIPUR MURDER: 32 IPS OFFICERS
INCLUDING UDAIPUR IG,SP TRANSFERRED
KILLERS USED
BIKE WITH
NUMBER ‘2611’
TWO HELD FOR CONSPIRACY, TWO
ACCUSED SHIFTED TO AJMER JAIL
PAK-BASED DAWAT-E-ISLAMI REJECTS LINK TO TERRORISM
Jaipur: In a major reshuffle in Rajasthan, 32 IPS officers
including Inspector General (IG) and Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Udaipur, where a tailor was brutally killed, were trans-
ferred. Kanhaiya Lal was killed on Tuesday by two men, Riaz
Akhtari and Ghouse Mohammad, who posted a grisly video of
the crime online claiming responsibility for the beheading.
Udaipur: The motorcycle
used to escape by the
killers of the Udaipur tailor
had “2611” as its registra-
tion number, a possible
reference to the Mumbai
terror attacks in 2008. Seri-
al terror attacks in Mumbai
took place on November
26 and referred to as 26/11
in general.Riaz Akhtari and
Ghouse Mohammad had
fled after brutally hacking
tailor Kanhaiya Lal to death
in Udaipur on June 28.
Uddhav Thackeray, Ajit Pawar and other MVA leaders. —FILE
Udaipur: Two persons Mohsin and Asif were arrested on
Thursday night for conspiring the murder of Kanhaiya Lal. The
two held were co-conspirators of the murder, police said. The
NIA is investigating the case with support of Rajasthan Police’s
ATS and Special Operations Group. The duo was sent to judicial
custody for 14 days. Meanwhile, Riaz Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad were brought to Ajmer Jail on Thursday night.
Karachi/Lahore: The Dawat-e-Islami, one of Pakistan’s largest Sunni-Barelvi Muslim
organisations, which has been in the news after the brutal killing of a tailor in India, on
Friday rejected links to “any acts of terrorism,” saying it is purely an educational, mis-
sionary and charity institution which preaches peace. The organisation, with its head-
quarters in Pakistan’s commercial capital Karachi, has been under the spotlight after it
emerged that one of the two men who carried out a deadly attack in Udaipur, Rajasthan,
was inspired by the Dawat-e-Islami and had visited Karachi in 2014.
JAGANNATH RATH YATRA!
Devotees throng the chariots of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra during the annual
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, in Puri,
on Friday. —PHOTO BY PTI
Uddhav camp moves SC seeking CM
Eknath Shinde’s suspension from House
New Delhi (ANI): The
Supreme Court on Fri-
day said it will hear on
July 11 the plea of Shiv
Sena chief whip Sunil
Prabhu seeking suspen-
sion from Maharashtra
Assembly of new Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and 15 rebel MLAs
againstwhomdisqualifi-
cationpleasarepending.
A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and
JB Pardiwala was urged
by senior advocate Kapil
Sibal that the plea filed
by Prabhu required an
urgent hearing. The
bench said that it was
conscious of the issue
andnotshuttingitseyes.
Aryan asks
court to return
his passport
Mumbai: Shah Rukh
Khan’s son Aryan, who
got a clean chit from the
NCB in the last year’s
dr ugs-on-
cruise case,
on Thurs-
day moved
a plea be-
fore a spe-
cial NDPS court, seek-
ing return of his pass-
port. The court directed
the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) to file a
replyandpostedthemat-
ter for hearing on July
13. Aryan Khan was ar-
rested by the NCB in
October last year in the
high-profile drugs case.
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
“Greetings on the special day of Rath
Yatra. We pray to Lord Jagannath for
his constant blessings. May we all be blessed
with good health and happiness.
They (PM Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin) exchanged ideas on how
bilateral trade in agricultural goods,
fertilisers and pharma products could
be encouraged further.
—Prime Minister’s Office
‘BJP TO BLAME FOR
MVA FORMATION’
WON’T DISTURB
NEW GOVT: RAUT
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
lashed out at the BJP for
giving the Chief Ministerial
slot to Eknath Shinde and
said that had the former ally
partner agreed to this ear-
lier, there would have been
no Maha Vikas Aghadi.
Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut
on Friday alleged that BJP
vowed to “disturb” the
Uddhav Thackeray govt the
day it came to power. He
said his party would not do
the same and the new govt
“must work for the public”.
FADNAVIS MISSING
AT CELEBRATIONS
ED GRILLS RAUT
FOR 10 HOURS
Maharashtra Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis was
conspicuously absent dur-
ing a celebration held at the
BJP headquarters in Mum-
bai on Friday. The event
was meant to celebrate
party’s return to power.
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
was on Fri day questioned
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) for nearly 10
hours in connection with a
money laundering probe.
Raut that he will cooperate
with the the probe agency.
June’s gross
GST collections
`1.45L Crore
New Delhi: Gross
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collections rose
to `1.45 lakh crore, the
second-highest month-
ly total and a gain of 56
percent from a year ear-
lier. Monthly GST col-
lections, which had to-
talled ` 1.41 lakh crore
in May, have stayed
above the 1.40 lakh
crore level since March.
“We are now… showing
that the GST revenues
remain above 1.40 lakh
crores,” Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man said at an event on
five years of GST. P6
CRUCIAL READ
INDIA ASKS PAKISTAN TO RELEASE
INDIAN PRISONERS IN ITS CUSTODY
GOLD JUMPS `1,088 AMID IMPORT DUTY HIKE
New Delhi: India on Friday called on Pakistan to release 536
Indian fishermen and 3 civilian prisoners who have completed
their jail-term. Besides, Pakistan has been asked to provide
immediate consular access to 105 fishermen and 20 civilian
prisoners who have been in Pakistan’s custody, (MEA) said. P8
New Delhi: Gold in the national capital on Friday rose
by `1,088 to `51,458 per 10 grams, according to HDFC
securities. In the previous trade, the precious metal finished
at `50,370 per 10 grams. Silver, however, fell by `411 to
`58,159 per kg from `58,570 per kg in the previous trade. P6
COMMERCIAL LPG
PRICE CUT BY `198
COP HURT IN PATNA
COURT EXPLOSION
New Delhi: Price of com-
mercial LPG was cut by
`198 per 19-kg cylinder on
Friday. A 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinder now costs
`2,021 in Delhi as against
`2,219 previously, as per a
price notification from state-
owned fuel retailers. P8
Patna: A crude bomb went
off inside the crowded
Civil Court premises here
on Friday, injuring a police
officer who had brought the
explosive for investigation
purpose. The sub-inspector
of police has hurt his arm but
is out of danger, police said.
 


	2. New Delhi (PTI):  To en-
sure better coordination
among various agencies
in dealing with waterlog-
ging issues and desilting
of drains, the Delhi gov-
ernment has formed an
inter-departmental com-
mittee headed by the
PWD secretary, an offi-
cial order said.
According to Delhi
government’s Flood Or-
der 2022, which was re-
leased on Thursday by
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, the com-
mittee will monitor de-
silting of drains and
sewers and address wa-
terlogging problem at
vulnerable points during
the monsoon.
“For monitoring the
activities of desilting of
storm water drains and
to address waterlogging
issues, an inter-depart-
mental coordination
committee has been
formed by consensus of
all departments.
“Secretary, PWD is the
coordination committee
chairman. Meetings of
the committee will be
held on regular basis to
resolve inter-departmen-
tal issues, monitor de-
silting works, monitor
and check waterlogging
vulnerable locations,”
the flood order said.
CAPITOL
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New Delhi (PTI): Put-
ting up posters on the
walls inside the Delhi
University campus may
now prove costly as the
varsity has decided to
take strict action against
those defacing them, in-
cluding charging com-
pensation or asking the
perpetrators to paint the
walls themselves, offi-
cials said. Officials said
despite having “democ-
racy walls” — dedicated
spaces provided by the
administration to paste
campaign material — in
the university, posters
especially ‘vote for’ ones
dot the campus.
The situation worsens
during the Delhi Univer-
sity Student Union elec-
tions when parties try to
cover the entire wall
with posters, they said.
In a notification issued
on Thursday, DU Proctor
Rajni Abbi highlighted
that “certain elements”
are “defacing” the walls
of the campus.
She warned that strict
action will be taken
against those whose post-
ers and names are found
pasted or painted on the
walls. The official point-
ed out that defacing of
walls is being done at a
time when developments
are taking place for the
beautification of the uni-
versity. “…This is the
centenary year of the
University of Delhi and
we are celebrating it. You
must have all seen the
recent development tak-
ing place in the Univer-
sity like the construction
of roads, pavements and
whitewashing of bound-
ary walls.
DU warns of strict action against those defacing walls
STRICT ACTION
lll
The situation
worsens during
the Delhi
University
Student Union
elections when
parties try to
cover the entire
wall with posters
Plaint filed in connection
with Tihar jail scuffle
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi Prisons depart-
ment has filed a police
complaint in connection
with a scuffle inside
Tihar jail here in which
16 inmates and seven jail
staff got injured, offi-
cials said on Friday.
During a routine
search in ward number 4
of central jail number 8
on Wednesday, some in-
mates obstructed the
team of jail officials and
abused them, following
which a scuffle ensued
between the two sides,
they said.The staff tried
to bring the situation un-
der control but the in-
mates did not relent and
began banging their
heads against the wall
and inflicted self-injuries
with sharp-edged ob-
jects, they said.
Committee will monitor desilting of drains at vulnerable points during the monsoon
GOVT FORMS PANEL TO DEAL WITH
WATERLOGGING, DESILTING DRAINS
NDMC BANS ROAD CUTTING
IN ITS AREA DUE TO RAIN
New Delhi (PTI): The
New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has
decided to ban road
cutting in its area in
view of the ensuing
monsoon season,
officials said on
Friday. The ban will
be enforced from July
1 to September 30.
“We have decided to
ban road cutting in
NDMC area in view of
the monsoon season.
It will be applied to all
the essential utilities
except as required for
emergency work
with prior approval of
the competent
authority,” a senior
NDMC official said.
“NDMC has also
decided if any road
cutting which is
already under pro-
gress, shall be neatly
levelled, dressed and
restore well in view of
the monsoon season
to avoid any inconven-
ience to the public,” he
added.
DMs ASKED TO CARRY OUT ‘GROUND TRUTHING’ OF DESILTED DRAINS
New Delhi: The district
magistrates of 11 revenue
districts in the national
capital have been asked to
carry out ‘ground truthing’
of desilting of drains car-
ried out by the Department
of Flood and Irrigation and
other local bodies. The
directions were issued on
June 24 during a senior
officers’ meeting. Direc-
tions were also issued to
the revenue department to
expedite implementation
of e-Court project along
with faceless transactions
in sub-registrar offices.
“All district magistrates
personally take ground
truthing of desilting of
work of drains carried
out by the Department of
Flood and Irrigation and
Local Bodies. The ground
truthing work shall be done
by the respective district
magistrate personally and
no delegation in this regard
is allowed,” the direction
read. It further said the
“district magistrate can
also push water in the
drain in case there is a
doubt regarding desilting
of drain by the concerned
authorities”, and that the
work should be carried out
by next week. In the meet-
ing, it was also pointed out
that 31 parameters under
Ease of Doing Business are
yet to be implemented by
the revenue department.
HIGHLIGHTS
	
z Delhi witnessed
waterlogging and mas-
sive traffic snarls on key
stretches on Thursday.
	
z The divisional com-
missioner has asked
DMs of 11 revenue
districts to carry out
“ground truthing” of
desilting of drains.
	
z DM can also push
water in the drain in
case there is a doubt
regarding desilting of
drain by the concerned
authorities
Officials from other government agencies
including the NDMC, MCD, I&FC, Delhi Can-
tonment Board, Delhi Development Author-
ity, Delhi Jal Board, Delhi State Industrial
ad Infrastructure Development Corporation,
Delhi International Airport Limited, National
Highways Authority of India, Indian Railways,
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, will be the
members of the coordination committee.
COORDINATION PANEL
NATIONAL DOCTORS’ DAY
Saxena vows to end job
insecurity at Govt hospitals
New Delhi (Agencies):
Ahead of National Doc-
tors’ Day – celebrated on
July 1 to mark the birth
and death anniversary
of one of the first Indian
physicians and states-
man Dr B C Roy – Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena said removing
ad hocism and profes-
sional insecurity for
doctors would be a fit-
ting tribute to them. He
was speaking on Thurs-
day after approving the
conversion of 128 tempo-
rary posts for medical
professionals in Delhi
government hospitals to
permanent ones.
This will allow perma-
nent staffing on 76 posts
at Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Medical Col-
lege in Rohini, 40 posts
at Guru Teg Bahadur
Hospital in Dilshad
Garden, nine posts at
Maulana Azad Medical
College near Delhi Gate
and three posts at Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospi-
tal at Khichripur. Some
of these posts had been
lying vacant since 2011
or 2012, with people be-
ing hired on and off on
an ad hoc basis. These
posts include assistant
professor of orthopae-
dics, senior residents in
radiology, surgeons,
dental surgeons, junior
resident, staff nurse,
clinical instructor and
radiographers, among
others.
Since the new L-G
took over, he has ap-
proved 918 new posts un-
der various categories
for the newly opened In-
dira Gandhi Hospital at
Dwarka. With the L-G
responsible for person-
nel in Delhi, tussles with
the government have led
to delays in appoint-
ments and creation of
posts over the years.
Only warning notices for SUP
ban violation till July 10: Rai
New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
government will issue
warning notices to
units found violating
the ban on 19 single-use
plastic (SUP) items till
July 10 and punitive ac-
tion will be taken there-
after against repeat of-
fenders, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said
on Friday
.
Action will include a
fine of up to Rs 1 lakh or
a jail term of up to five
years or both under the
Environment Protec-
tion Act, 1986, he said.
However, the govern-
ment will give top prior-
ity to creating aware-
ness against the use of
single-use plastic items
and providing their al-
ternatives to people, he
said.
The Delhi Pollution
Control Committee
(DPCC) had earlier
issued strict directions
to manufacturers,
stockists, suppliers
and distributors of
single-use plastic
items to ensure zero
inventory of the
banned commodities,
including packaging
films and plastic cut-
lery, by June 30.
AAP does what it
says: Kejriwal after
Punjab Govt’s free
power scheme
comes into effect
New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP
national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal Friday
congratulated the people
of Punjab on the rollout
of a free electricity
scheme of the Bhagwant
Mann government in the
state, saying the party
walks the talk.
Giving 300 units of
free electricity to each
household every month
was one of the key poll
promises of the AAP,
and it announced a
scheme to that effect af-
ter coming to power ear-
lierthisyear.Thescheme
takes effect from Friday.
“Congratulations to
the people of Punjab!
From today people of
Punjab will get 300 units
of electricity free of
cost. Lakhs of families
will now have zero elec-
tricity bills every
month,” Kejriwal tweet-
ed in Hindi with the roll
out of the scheme.
Delhi government
mulls hiking
stamp duty by 1%
Juvenile held for
stabbing elderly
man to death
New Delhi: After dis-
continuing the 20 per
cent rebate on circle
rates on property trans-
actions, the Delhi gov-
ernment is now mulling
a 1 per cent hike in stamp
duty on property, deeds,
bonds, shares etc. A pro-
posal regarding this has
been moved by the reve-
nue department, official
sources said, adding that
if approved, real estate
transactions in Delhi
will get costlier.
New Delhi (PTI): A
17-year-old drunk youth
stabbed an elderly man
to death after the latter
shouted at him in
Shahdara’s Vishwas
Nagar area, police said
on Friday
.
The juvenile has been
apprehended, they said.
The police received in-
formation on Thursday
that an injured man
was lying on a street in
Vishwas Nagar, offi-
cials said.
Fake call centre busted
New Delhi (Agencies):
The police has busted a
fake call centre and ar-
rested nine people for al-
legedly duping foreign
nationals and extorting
money from them after
posing as federal police
officials.
A laptop and eight
computers were also
seized during the raid,
they said, adding that
the accused would be
produced in court.
Officers said a tip-off
was received that a call
centre was illegally oper-
ating from a building in
DLF Phase 2, following
which a raid was con-
ducted by a joint team.
Foundational learning in Govt
schools to continue till August
New Delhi (Agencies):
The focus on founda-
tional reading, writing
and mathematics
through ‘Mission Buni-
yaad’ in Delhi govern-
ment schools will con-
tinue till the end of Au-
gust, officials said.
Schools in Delhi have
been operating at full
capacity for all grades
since April 1 but the fo-
cus of government
school students of
classes 3 to 9 has been
on foundational read-
ing, writing and numer-
acy
.
—REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE
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PM Modi to unveil Alluri statue
in Bhimavaram on Monday
Modi will launch the year-long 125th birth anniversary celebration of the Alluri
New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit Bhi-
mavaram in Andhra
Pradesh on July 4 dur-
ing which he will
launch the year-long
125th birth anniversary
celebration of freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju. Modiwill also vis-
it Gandhinagar in Guja-
rat on Monday where he
will inaugurate the
Digital India Week 2022.
According to the PMO,
at around 11 am, PM
will launch the year-
long 125th birth anni-
versary celebration of
legendary freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju in Bhimavaram.
PM will also unveil a
30-feet tall bronze statue
of Alluri Sitarama
Raju.“As part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the
Government is commit-
ted to giving due recog-
nition to the contribu-
tion of freedom fighters
and making people
across the country
aware of them. As part
of the endeavour, PM
Modi will launch the
year-long 125th birth
anniversary celebra-
tion of the legendary
freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju in Bhi-
mavaram,” PMO said.
Banners and posters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP National President JP Nadda put up
on a gate ahead of BJP’s two-day national executive meeting on July 2-3, in Hyderabad on Friday
PMCONGRATULATE
LAPID FOR
BECOMING 14TH
PM OF ISRAEL
PM LAUDS DOCTORS’ ROLE IN SAVING
LIVES, MAKING PLANET HEALTHIER
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday extended his
greetings on the occa-
sion of National Doc-
tors’ Day and said they
play a key role in saving
lives and making the
planet healthier.
“Doctors Day greet-
ings to all hardworking
doctors who play a key
role in saving lives and
making our planet
healthier,” PM Modi
tweeted.National Doc-
tors’ Day is celebrated
on July 1 in India. It is
observed in the honour
of the renowned doctor
and former West Ben-
gal chief minister Bid-
han Chandra Roy,
whose birth and death
anniversaries fall on
July 1.
Dr Bidhan Chandra
Roy was awarded the
Bharat Ratna in 1961.
This year, National Doc-
tor’s Day is very signifi-
cant as doctors continue
to fight the Covid pan-
demic day and
night. This is
the third doc-
tor’s day amid
thepandemic.
SUVENDU ADHIKARI’S
STATEMENT TO SAVE MLAS
Sharat Verma
New Delhi: In West
Bengal, a statement of
BJP Legislature Party
leader Suvendu Adhi-
kari is in the news. He
said that after the fall
of Maha Vikas Agha-
di’s government in
Maharashtra, the gov-
ernmentof Jharkhand
will fall and then the
government of Ra-
jasthan will fall. After
that the government
of West Bengal will
fall at the time of 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
Suvendu Adhikari has
told party workers at
an event in Cooch Be-
har that they will not
have to wait till the
2026 assembly elec-
tions, as before that
the Mamata Banerjee
government will fall.
He asked his leaders to
exercise some re-
straint. At first glance,
this statement is high-
ly undemocratic. From
this it seems that the
central government
will use its power to
bring down the gov-
ernments in the states
ruled by the opposi-
tion parties.
But actually Suven-
du Adhikari has given
this statement in his
concern. The BJP had
made him the leader
of the legislature par-
ty because he would
keep the party MLAs
united. He is a strong
leader and he defeated
Mamata Banerjee in
the assembly elec-
tions. But the reality is
that he too has been
unable to keep the
MLAs united. One by
one BJP MLAs are
leaving the party
. Most
of the leaders who had
left the Trinamool and
joined the BJP have
returned to TMC while
two MPs also left the
party
.
Then Suvendu
Adhikari while com-
forting the MLAs said
that the government
will fall in two years.
On this pretext, he is
trying to keep the
MLAs with them. But
legislators also un-
derstand the reality
and that is why his
‘claims’ are not as ef-
fective, as he thought
them to be.
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari  —FILE PHOTO
Pradhan appeals
all to reduce use of
single-use plastic
Puri (ANI): Soon af-
ter the Central gov-
ernment banned the
single-use plastic,
Union Education
Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Fri-
day appealed to peo-
ple to avoid using it
during the Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra urg-
ing the citizens to
turn the move into a
“mass movement”.
The rituals for the
Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath began in
Odisha’s Puri on Fri-
day. The participa-
tion of devotees in
the Rath Yatra has
been allowed this
time after a gap of
two years following
the COVID pandem-
ic. Speaking to ANI,
the Union Minister
said, “The Central
government has
banned single-use
plastic from today.
We need an aware-
ness campaign to
turn this into a mass
movement. I appeal
to citizens to avoid
using single-use
plastic during the oc-
casion of the Jagan-
nath Rath Yatra.”
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan offer
prayers as he takes part in the annual Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath, in Puri on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
I appeal to
youth to come
and join this
mass awareness
campaign. It
will be a great
contribution to
Lord Jagannath
if we avoid using
single plastic
during this holy
occasion.
Dharmendra Pradhan
Union Education Minister
ED arrests 2 in
laundering
case against
Satyendar Jain
New Delhi (ANI): The
Enforcement Directo-
rate on Friday arrested
two businessmen, Vai-
bhav Jain and Ankush
Jain, in connection
with the money laun-
dering probe against
Delhi minister Satyen-
dar Jain. The two have
been taken into custo-
dy under sections of
the Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act.
The agency had
raided the two, alleged
to be “business associ-
ates” of Jain, last
month as part of this
investigation. They
were placed under ar-
rest following their
questioning, officials
said. Satyendar Jain,
57, was arrested by the
Enforcement Directo-
rate on May 30 under
the criminal sections
of the PMLA and is in
judicial custody at pre-
sent. Jain is the minis-
ter without portfolio in
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) led Delhi gov-
ernment. Jain was
placed under arrest on
May 30, 2022 by the ED
under sections 19 of
the PMLA. Further in-
vestigation in the mat-
ter is on.
The ED in April had
attached assets worth
₹4.81 crore which were
either of Satyendar
Jain’s family or compa-
nies “beneficially
owned and controlled”
by the AAP minister.
People will turn towards BJP after
national executive meet: Subhash
Hyderabad (ANI): The
Bharatiya Janata Party
to hold a national exec-
utive meeting on July 2
and 3 at Hyderabad In-
ternational Convention
Centre.“After 18 years, a
national executive com-
mittee is being held in
Hyderabad.
The city is decked up.
National leaders, CMs,
and other leaders are
visiting 119 constituen-
cies wherein a massive
public rally is supposed
to be held on July 3. We
are expecting a huge
crowd,” Telangana BJP
spokesperson NV Sub-
hash told.According to
a senior BJP leader, the
expansion of the party
will be the key agenda
of the meeting. They
will also discuss areas
where there is a need to
induct more party
workers, sources said.
PM Modi is expected to
arrive in Hyderabad on
July 2 and is likely to
address the meeting.
Govt appoints
ambassadors to
Turkey  Peru
New Delhi (ANI):
The govt on Friday
appointed new am-
bassadors to Turkey
and Peru. Vishvas
Vidu Sapkal, IFS
1998 batch presently
Joint Secretary in
the MEA, has been
appointed as the
next Ambassador of
India to the Repub-
lic of Peru. Virand-
er Kumar Paul, IFS
of 1991 batch, pres-
ently High Commis-
sioner of India to
Kenya has been ap-
pointed as the next
Ambassador of In-
dia to Turkey
.
PM MODI’S TOUR
Telangana BJP spokesperson NV Subhash
Israel (ANI): Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday con-
gratulated Yair Lapid
for becoming the
14th Prime Minister
of Israel. “Warm
wishes and hearti-
est congratulations
to His Excellency @
yairlapid for assum-
ing the premiership
of Israel. I look for-
ward to continue fur-
thering our strategic
partnership as we
celebrate 30 years
of full diplomatic
relations,” tweeted
Modi. Yair Lapid
officially became the
14th PM of Israel.
Meanwhile, PM also
thanked outgoing PM
Bennett
for
being
a true
friend of
India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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responsible for selection of news
under the PRB Act
he Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party
worked assidu-
ously on Opera-
tion Lotus in Ma-
harashtra to finally oust
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment from power in Maha-
rashtra. Along with the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena the BJP has settled its
scores with Nationalist Con-
gress Party president Sharad
Pawar who had outwitted
Amit Shah in 2019 when his
party stitched a short-lived
deal with Ajit Pawar. Ajit Pa-
war’s return to the NCP
camp scuttled Devendra Fad-
navis’ chance of becoming
the chief minister for anoth-
er term. Now strongman Pa-
war could face heat from the
Enforcement Directorate and
other Central agencies.
On the other hand, Uddhav
Thackeray entering into an
alliance with strange bed-
fellows NCP and the Con-
gress was not only a setback
to the BJP’s Hindutva agenda
but it also was a loss of a
frenemy which supported it
on several national issues.
With Fadnavis being made
to back Eknath Shinde for
chief minister’s post and em-
barrassingly settling for the
CM’s post, the Shiv Sena has
been weaned away from the
Thackerays and a split in the
cadres now looks imminent.
For Maharashtra politics it is
a historical development as it
marks the end of Balasaheb
Thackeray’s legacy. With a
majority of Sena MLAs sid-
ing with Shinde, all that the
rebel leader has to do is to
win over the cadre before the
Brihan Mumbai Corporation
elections to justify its claim
of being the real Shiv Sena.
Some battles still lie
ahead. The Uddhav camp is
making a futile attempt in
the Supreme Court to get the
rebels disqualified. It will
also have to fight to keep the
Shiv w name.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Set thy heart upon thy work,
but never on its reward.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh
Congratulations to @DRDO_India
on successful maiden flight of the
Autonomous Flying Wing Technology
Demonstrator from Chitradurga ATR.
It is a major achievement towards
autonomous aircrafts which will pave
the way for Aatmanirbhar Bharat in
terms of critical military systems.
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
GST: Five Years Stronger
GST Council enabled Centre-States’
coordination during the pandemic
time  made India stand out, now as
the fastest growing economy writes
Finance Minister @NSitharaman
ji. #5YearsOfGST
TOP TWEETS
SC JUDGES GIVE
A PIECE OF THEIR
MIND TO NUPUR
FOR “IGNITING
EMOTIONS”
any would wonder if
the Supreme Court
crossed the line while
making the kind of
strong observations
it made on Nupur Sharma for
her objectionable comments on
the Prophet on a TV show. Her
comments hurt the sentiments
of the minority community lead-
ing to violent protests culminat-
ing in the horrendous murder of
aUdaipurtailor.Onethingwhich
the judges were right about was
that the BJP spokesperson Nu-
pur Sharma “has ignited emo-
tions across the country
. This
lady is single-handedly responsi-
ble for what is happening in the
country”. Justices Surya Kant
and JB Pardiwala also criticised
the TV channel on which Nupur
Sharma made the controversial
comment for taking up a sub-ju-
dice issue for debate.
Sharma had filed a plea for the
transfer of FIRs filed against her
to Delhi but the court was not
pleased. True, Sharma should
not have said what she did. But
she is also facing threats to her
life. Her request for clubbing
should have been entertained.
M
USING SAINIK TO
CHECKMATE SENA
T
FAILURE IS THE FIRST STEP
OF ACHIEVING SUCCESS
Failed 10,000 times. He kept
trying rather than being afraid
of failure and finally achieved
success. One unique incident
happened in Edison’s life when
he was 67 years old. After
inventing the bulb, he invested
millions of dollars for a bulb-
making factory. Unfortunately
in 1914, his factory caught fire
and burned to the ground.
Rather than being depressed he
said that whatsoever happened
was for his own good.
verybody is passionate about
success. If we talk about
youngsters, then youngsters
want to get success quickly by
shortcuts. If you see in the
eyesof theyoungsterthenyou
will certainly find excitement
and eagerness for success.
Some youngsters want quick
promotion and some want a
lavish lifestyle. Some want to
become successful by doing
some sort of business. But the
biggest problem is that just
after the first failure the
youngsters get disappointed.
It is at these times that the
youngsters need to under-
stand that failure is the first
step of becoming successful.
Failure will give you a par-
ticular kind of experience.
As a result, you become more
conscious, calm and serious
and you also get inspiration
to see the situation from a dif-
ferent perspective. Before
tasting success, many fa-
mous people experienced
failure. When we see any suc-
cessful people we often think
that they are very lucky, but
the other side of the coin is
totally different. And very
less amount of people know
how many struggles they had
faced and how many times
they failed.
When the inventor of the
light bulb, Thomas Edison
was successful in his inven-
tion, then we all got to know
that before the actual inven-
tion he failed 10,000 times. He
kept trying rather than being
afraid of failure and finally
achievedsuccess.Oneunique
incident happened in Edi-
son’s life when he was 67
years old. After inventing the
bulb, he invested millions of
dollars for a bulb-making fac-
tory. Unfortunately in 1914,
his factory caught fire and
the whole factory burned to
the ground and he did not
even have insurance for that
factory
. Rather than being de-
pressed he said, “Whatsoever
happened is for my own good.
All my mistakes have now
burned down. Now I will
think of something new. And
will give this world some new
inventions.” and in just a
time period of 3 weeks, he
invented the Gramophone.
Today’s youngsters should
learn from this that this is
called a ‘strong mental state.’
The inventor of Mickey
Mouse Walt Disney is also an
amazing example of success.
He didn’t stop trying even af-
ter getting rejected by almost
every newspaper owner. After
the ‘NO’ from everybody
, one
church owner gave him work
of cartoon making. To make
a cartoon, he was drawing a
road and that time he saw a
mouse there. He got inspira-
tion from that mouse and
built a character called Mick-
ey Mouse. That church owner
really liked it and slowly the
whole world became a fan of
Walt Disney’s cartoon.
If you are willing to find,
you will get tons of examples
like this from which you get
the inspiration for not being
scared of failure and keep
moving forward on the path
of success. Here are a few
tips for youngsters.
	
z Don’t panic when you get
failure while putting effort
for success. Rather than
being disappointed just keep
one thing very clear in mind
that this failure will take you
to success.
	
z When you get failure, analyze
it thoroughly and avoid
making the same mistake in
the future and keep moving
forward.
	
z Your mental strength is the
power that will take you
to success. So always try
to make your mind Strong
enough.
	
z Steps taken in hurry will
once again lead you to
failure. So take every step
slowly but steadily and keep
moving forward firmly in the
right direction for success.
You will surely get success.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
E
It is at these times that
the youngsters need to
understand that failure is
the first step of becoming
successful. Failure will
give you a particular
kind of experience. As
a result, you become
more conscious, calm
and serious and you also
get inspiration to see the
situation from a
different perspective
BHAVESH
UPADHYAY
The writer is a Businessman
and HR Expert
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Noida (PTI): Gautam
Buddha Nagar adminis-
tration on Friday decid-
ed to continue with the
already imposed Sec-
tion 144 in the district,
owing to several upcom-
ingeventsinthemonths
of July and August.
The order will re-
main enforced from
July 1 to August 31. Ear-
lier also, section 144
was clamped down and
restrictions were im-
posed due to the fear of
Covid spread during
the festival season.
“On July 1 is Jagan-
nath Shibha Yatra, on
July 10 Bakrid, August
9 Muharram after
which Independence
Day Celebrations on
August 15 are some of
the events that may at-
tract miscreants to dis-
turb the peace and law
and order situation in
the district,” read an or-
der by Additional DCP,
Law and Order, Ashu-
tosh Dwivedi.Keeping
in view these circum-
stances, ADCP Dwivedi
issued guidelines under
Section 144 of the CrPC.
Wearing a mask will
continuetoremainman-
datory for all people.
Taking prior permis-
sion from the authority
for any religious, politi-
cal, cultural and sports
event will be compul-
sory for the months of
July and August.
Keeping inviewthese
circumstances, ADCP
Dwivedi issued guide-
lines under Section 144
of the CrPC.
Noida: Section 144 reimposed
in view of festivals, exams
TAKING PRIOR PERMISSION FROM THE AUTHORITY FOR ANY RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL,
CULTURAL AND SPORTS EVENT WILL BE COMPULSORY FOR JULY AND AUGUST MONTHS
India logs 17,070 new Covid cases, 23 deaths in 24 hours
New Delhi: India record-
ed 17,070 new cases in
the last 24 hours, push-
ing the country’s tally to
4,34,69,234, according
to the data shared by the
Union Health Ministry
on Friday.The death toll
climbed to 5,25,139
with 23 new fatalities,
data updated at 8 am by
the ministry stated.An
increase of 2,634 cases
has been recorded in
the active Covid-19 case
count in a span of 24
hours, taking the active
caseload to 1,07,189. A
total of 14,413 patients
recovered in the last
24 hours, which brings
the total recoveries to
4,28,36,906.
Events of Shiv
Sena like LJP
Mahesh Shrama
Mumbai: Shiv Sena
mutiny is a complete
remake of the mutiny
in Lok Janshakti Party
.
Everything is exactly
like what happened
with LJP. After the
death of Ram Vilas Pas-
wan,hissonChiragPas-
wan took over the party
.
One day suddenly his
uncle Pashupati Paras
parted ways with five of
the six party MPs and
got the recognition of
the real Lok Janshakti
Party quickly
. It is a dif-
ferent matter that he did
not get the election sym-
bol but the name of the
party remained with
him and the leader of
that faction - Pashupati
Paras - became a minis-
ter at the Centre. The
lone survivor Chirag
Paswan got the name of
Lok Janshakti Party
Ram Vilas and the heli-
copter election symbol.
Five of the party’s six
MPs got separated but
the entire organization
of the party remained
with Chirag.
This is exactly what
has happened with Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra.
After Bal Thackeray
, Ud-
dhav Thackeray
, who
was heading the party
,
was handling the Shiv
Sena in his own way
.
Suddenly one day the
party’snumbertwolead-
er Eknath Shinde revolt-
ed and more than two-
thirds of the MLAs went
with him. More than
half of the party’s Lok
Sabha MPs are also
ready to part ways. But
almosttheentireorgani-
zation of the party is
with Uddhav Thackeray
.
That’s when it seems
that the story of Bihar
was repeated regarding
the occupation of the
party
.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Defence Research and
Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) success-
fully carried out the
inaugural flight
of the Autono-
mous Flying Wing
Technology Demon-
strator, it announced in
a statement on Friday
.
The exercise, DRDO
said in its statement,
was carried out at the
Aeronautical Test
Range, Chitradurga,
Karnataka on Friday.
Giving more details on
the flight, the release
further said, “Operat-
ing in a fully autono-
mous mode, the aircraft
exhibited a perfect
flight, including take-
off, way point naviga-
tion and a smooth
touchdown. This flight
marks a major mile-
stone in terms of prov-
ing critical technolo-
gies towards the devel-
opment of future un-
manned aircraft and is
significantsteptowards
self-reliance
in such stra-
tegic defence
technologies.”
Designed and devel-
oped by the Bengaluru-
based Aeronautical De-
velopment Establish-
ment, a premier re-
search laboratory un-
der the DRDO, the un-
manned fighter aircraft
is powered by a small,
turbofan engine.
DRDO successfully carries out flight of unmanned fighter aircraft
MAIDEN FLIGHT
lll
DRDO in a
statement said
that the exercise
was carried
out at the
Aeronautical
Test Range,
Chitradurga,
Karnataka
on Friday
New Delhi (ANI): Af-
ter a “normal” June, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Friday predicted “nor-
mal to above normal”
rainfall over some parts
of north and central In-
dia and most parts of
south peninsula. The
IMD also said “normal
to below normal” rain-
fall is most likely over
most parts of east and
northeast India and ar-
eas adjacent to east cen-
tral India and some
parts of west south pen-
insular India. Monthly
rainfall for July 2022
over the country as a
whole is most likely to
be normal, i.e., ranging
between 94 and 106 per
cent of the Long Period
Average (LPA). Despite
tremendous disparities
in the rainfall received
regionwise - excess in
the northeast and dry in
the northwest - India, as
a whole registered “nor-
mal” rainfall in the
month of June.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has given a big gift
to the Border Security
Force (BSF) soldiers
posted along the Line of
Control. All-weather
PUF shelters i.e. con-
tainers worth over 50
crores are being built
for the soldiers. The in-
stallation process of
around 115 PUF shelter
homes has been started
at the Forward Defense
Location along the LoC.
These shelter homes
areequippedwithbetter
technology and facili-
ties. According to the
information, the PUF
panel shelters are being
built in Kupwara, Ban-
dipora, Baramulla and
Rajouri sectors as of
now. Solar panels will
also be arranged in
these shelter homes.
Akhilesh
distributes free
laptops to
students on
his b’day
Lucknow (ANI): As
SP president Akhilesh
Yadav celebrates his
49th birthday on Friday
,
his party will distribute
laptops to students who
have secured top five
spots in high school and
intermediate examina-
tions of the UP Board.
Party cadres have
planned to celebrate
their leader’s birthday
by organising blood do-
nation camps, yajnas,
‘bhandaras’ and distri-
bution of fruits and
medicines.
SP spokesperson Ra-
jendra Chaudhary said:
“Our national president
will give away laptops
to students who secured
the top five positions in
high school and inter-
mediate examinations
the result of which
were announced recent-
ly. This is in line with
our party chief’s initia-
tive of distributing lap-
tops to high school and
intermediate students
when he was the CM of
UP.”He said though the
party has not issued
any instructions with
regards to celebrations,
district units have
planned to celebrate by
reaching out to the poor.
AMARNATH YATRA
4PILGRIMSINJUREDIN
ACCIDENTONJAMMUH-WAY
Jammu (ANI): Four
pilgrims to the Amar-
nath cave shrine were
injured on Friday in a
road accident on the
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
highway in JK’s
Ramban district. Po-
lice sources said a ve-
hicle carrying Yatris
to Pahalgam base
camp of Amarnath
Yatra went out of the
driver’s control near
the Sherbibi area in
Ramban district on
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
highway.”Four Yatris
were injured in this
accident. They were
shifted to hospital
where attending doc-
tors said their condi-
tion is stable,” sourc-
es said. The injured
have been identified
as Vinayak Gupta.
BADRINATH HIGHWAY CLOSED
DUE TO HEAVY RAINS, LANDSLIDE
Badrinath Highway
has been closed for
vehicular movement
for the past two days
due to incessant
rainfall after the onset
of the monsoon in
parts of the country,
including Uttarakhand.
The traffic has been
disrupted due to land-
slides in Sirobagad, 15
km from Rudraprayag
district headquar-
ter, causing severe
inconvenience to the
pilgrims. The PWD
department also de-
ployed JCB machines
to clear the debris.
Normal to
above normal
rainfall in July
for North: IMD
All-weather
containers
built for BSF
jawans
 —PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION
Over 8,000 government officers
promoted: Dr Jitendra Singh
New Delhi (PTI): The
Personnel Ministry has
granted promotions to
over 8,000 government
officers belonging to
three key secretariat
services, Union Minis-
ter Jitendra Singh said
on Friday
.
He said the orders for
“mass promotion” of
these employees belong-
ing to the Central Secre-
tariat Service (CSS),
Central Secretariat Ste-
nographers’ Service
(CSSS) and Central Sec-
retariat Clerical Service
have been issued. All
these three services –
CSS, CSSS and CSCS –
form backbone of the
central secretariat ad-
ministrative function-
ing. Of the total of 8,089
promoted employees,
4,734 are from CSS, 2,966
from CSSS and 389 from
CSCS, according to the
details tweeted by the
minister. The move as-
sumes significance as
the Central Secretariat
Service officers’ associ-
ation has been protest-
ing over delay in their
promotion, claiming it
wascausingirreparable
financial loss to them.
Pilgrims while cross the mountain trails using palanquins.
THE UAV
Rajnath Singh
Defence Minister
“Congratulations to @
DRDO_India on suc-
cessful maiden flight
of the Autonomous
Flying Wing Technolo-
gy Demonstrator from
Chitradurga ATR. It is
a major achievement
towards autonomous
aircrafts which will
pave the way for Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’’.
PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI
HAILS ISRO’S PSLV C53 MISSION
New Delhi (ANI): PM
Narendra Modi on Friday
congratulated IN-SPACe
and ISRO for successfully
launching two payloads of
Indian Startups in Space
by PSLV C53 mission. In
a tweet Prime Minister
Modi said, “The PSLV
C53 mission has achieved
a new milestone by
launching two payloads
of Indian Start-ups in
Space. Congratulations @
INSPACeIND and @isro
for enabling this venture.
Confident that many
more Indian companies
will reach Space in near
future.” Last month, the
Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the headquarters of
the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisa-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) at
Bopal and Ahmedabad.
“Space-tech is about to
become the basis of a
major revolution in the
21st century.
HELLO MONSOON
A vendor rides a tricycle protect himself from plastic sheet during a heavy rain, in Patna
on Friday. —PHOTO BY ANI
—PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION
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SBI’s gold loan
crosses `1 lakh
crore-mark
Mumbai (PTI): SBI
on Friday said its
gold loan portfolio
has crossed `1 lakh
crore-mark for the
first time, chairman
Dinesh Khara said.
The lender, which has
a 24% market share
in gold loans, is bull-
ish on growth in the
segment as the asset
class provides inves-
tors a safe investment
option. “Last week,
we crossed `1 lakh
crore portfolio in
gold loans for the
first time. In the first
quarter, we have seen
much better growth
as compared to what
was achieved in the
past,” he said.
Carmakers
post sales
growth in June
New Delhi (PTI):
Major carmakers,
including Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors on Friday re-
ported growth in their
passenger vehicle
sales in June as semi-
conductor shortage
woes showed gradual
signs of easing out.
Other manufacturers,
Kia India, MG Motor
India and Skoda Auto
India also reported
robust sales growth
last month. MSI re-
ported 5.7% increase
in total wholesales
at 1,55,857 units in
June as compared
to 1,47,368 units to
dealers in June 2021.
Pending dues
deadline
extended
New Delhi (PTI):
The last date for
exporters to submit
online applications to
claim their pending
dues under export
promotion scheme
MEIS has been ex-
tended till August 31
this year, according
to a notification of the
commerce ministry.
Last September,
the government
announced release
of `56,027 crore
against pending tax
refunds of exporters
under different export
incentive schemes.
Earlier, the deadline
was April this year.
UPI dealings
remain above
`10 lakh crore
New Delhi (PTI):
UPI-enabled digital
transaction remained
above `10 lakh crore
in June for the second
month in a row, data
from NPCI showed
on Friday. However, it
was down by nearly
3% from the previous
month. The trans-
action value under
Unified Payments
Interface (or BHIM
UPI) digital payments
in June 2022 stood
at `10,14,384 crore,
down by 2.6% from
the previous month,
the National Pay-
ments Corporation of
India data showed.
GOVT SLAPS EXPORT TAX
ON PETROL, DIESEL  ATF
EFFECTIVE FROM JULY 1
New Delhi (PTI): The
government on Friday
slapped an export tax
on petrol, diesel and jet
fuel (ATF) while also
joining nations like the
UK in imposing a wind-
fall tax on crude oil pro-
duced locally
.
A `6 per litre tax on
export of petrol and
ATF and `13 per litre
tax on export of diesel
is effective from July 1,
finance ministry notifi-
cations showed.
Additionally
,a`23,250
per tonne tax was levied
on crude oil produced
domestically
.
The export tax is to
deter companies such
as Reliance Industries
and Rosneft-based Na-
yara Energy from pre-
ferring overseas mar-
kets over domestic sup-
plies. The levy on crude,
which follows record
earningsbystate-owned
ONGC and OIL and pri-
vate sector Cairn Oil 
Gas of Vedanta Ltd,
alone will fetch the gov-
ernment over Rs 7,000
crore annually on about
30 million tonnes of
crude oil produced do-
mestically
.
A windfall tax is a
one-off tax on compa-
nies that have seen
their profits surge ex-
traordinarily not be-
cause of any clever in-
vestment decision
they’ve taken or an in-
crease in efficiency or
innovation, but simply
because of favorable
market conditions.
The government also
framed new rules re-
quiring oil companies
exporting petrol to sell
in the domestic market,
the equivalent of 50%
of the amount sold to
overseas customers, for
the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2023. For die-
sel, this requirement
has been put at 30% of
the volume exported.
These restrictions on
export are also aimed at
shoring up domestic
supplies at petrol
pumps, some of which
had dried up in states
like MP, Rajasthan and
Gujarat as private refin-
ers preferred exporting
fuel to selling locally
.
Exports were pre-
ferred as retail petrol
and diesel prices by
dominant PSU retailers
have been capped at
rates way lower than
the cost. This meant
that private retailers,
who control less than
10% of the market
share, either sell fuel at
loss or lose market
share if they were to
sell at a higher cost.
New Delhi (PTI): Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Friday said the government will review every fortnight
the new taxes levied on crude, diesel and ATF based on
international prices. She said these are “extraordinary
times” and oil prices are internationally unbridled. “We
do not want to discourage export, but want domestic
availability to increase,” Sitharaman told reporters here.
She said that if oil is not being available and exports are
happening at such phenomenal profit, we need at least
some of it for our own citizens. “We need to take this
twin-pronged approach,” the minister added.
‘Govt to review new taxes every fortnight’
GST collection
rise 56% to
`1.44 lakh cr
New Delhi (PTI):
GST collections in
June witnessed a
56% year-on-year
increase to over
`1.44 lakh crore on
economic recovery
and better anti-eva-
sion measures, the
finance ministry
said on Friday
.
GST collections
in June, 2021 stood
at `92,800 crore.
Speaking at the
GST Day celebra-
tions, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Si-
tharaman said `1.4
lakh crore is the
“rough bottom line”
for monthly GST
revenue collections.
This is the fifth
time that the
monthly GST col-
lections crossed the
`1.40-lakh-crore
mark since incep-
tion of GST and
fourth month at a
stretch since March
2022, ministry said.
New Delhi (PTI): The
government is watch-
ful and mindful of the
impact of falling rupee
on the country's im-
ports, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man said, while assert-
ing that Indian cur-
rency has performed
relatively better than
others against dollar.
Depreciation of ru-
pee makes India's im-
ports costlier, while on
the other hand exports
become attractive.
The Reserve Bank
of India is very keenly
watchingtheexchange
rate. We are not alone
in this world. We are
also open as an econo-
my
...Therupeeagainst
the dollar and other
currencies versus the
dollar, the rupee has
performed relatively
better, she said.
Acknowledging that
falling rupee would
impact immediately
on imports, which will
become expensive, she
said, That is one
thing I am very watch-
ful and mindful of be-
cause a lot of our in-
dustries do depend on
some essential goods
to be imported upon
for their production.
Govt ‘watchful’ of
impact of declining
` on imports: FM
NIRMALA SAYS
WB gives $1.75 bn loan for health, pvt investment
New Delhi (PTI): The
World Bank has ap-
proved loans totalling
$1.75 billion (about Rs
13,834.54 crore) to fund
India’s PM Ayushman
Bharat scheme and pri-
vate investment to boost
the economic growth.
Of the total loan, $1
billion will go towards
the health sector, while
the rest $750 million
will be in the form of
development policy
loan (DPL) to fill the fi-
nancing gaps through
private sector invest-
ment in the economy
.
The World Bank
Board of Executive Di-
rectors approved two
complementary loans
of $500 million each to
support and enhance
India’s health sector.
Through this com-
binedfinancingof $1bil-
lion,theWorldBankwill
support India’s flagship
Pradhan Mantri-Ayush-
man Bharat Health In-
frastructure Mission
(PM-ABHIM), launched
in October 2021, the
World Bank said in a re-
lease on Friday
.
The funds will be
used to improve public
healthcare infrastruc-
ture across the country
.
In addition to the na-
tional-level interven-
tions, one of the loans
will prioritize seven
states namely Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala,
Meghalaya, Odisha,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
and Uttar Pradesh, the
multi-lateral funding
agency said.
Separately, its board
approved the DPL to the
union government to
support reforms criti-
cal to addressing fi-
nancing gaps by lever-
aging private sector in-
vestment in infrastruc-
ture, small businesses,
and the green finance
markets.
Govt hikes gold import duty to 15%
New Delhi (PTI): The
government has hiked
gold import duty to 15%
from 10.75% to check
the current account
deficit (CAD) and rising
import of the yellow
metal.
The duty changes
came into effect on June
30. Earlier, the basic
customs duty on gold
was 7.5%, now it will be
12.5%. Along with the
agriculture infrastruc-
ture development cess
(AIDC) of 2.5%, the ef-
fective gold customs
duty will be 15%.
FM Nirmala Sithara-
man said India does not
produce much gold. So,
the import of yellow
metal put stress on the
country’s forex.
“Gold is inelastic in
its demand. So, you
would want to see
whether you can at least
try to discourage to that
extent people import-
ing. Or if you are im-
porting and you still
want to import, please
pay up that much more
so that country can
have some revenue,”
she said.
There has been a sud-
den surge in imports of
gold. In May, a total of
107 tonnes of gold was
imported and in June
also, it was significant.
GOLD PRICES
JUMPS `1,088
New Delhi (PTI):
Gold in the national
capital on Friday
rose by `1,088 to
`51,458 per 10
grams, according to
HDFC securities. In
the previous trade,
the precious metal
finished at `50,370
per 10 grams. Sil-
ver, however, fell by
`411 to `58,159 per
kg from `58,570 per
kg in the previous
trade.
MARKETS SLIP FOR
THIRD DAY ON TROT
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark indices settled
lower on Friday, with
the Sensex declining
111 points on the back
of a sharp fall in index
heavyweight Reliance
Industries.
The BSE benchmark
went lower by 111.01
points or 0.21% to settle
at 52,907.93.
The NSE Nifty dipped
28.20 points or 0.18% to
close at 15,752.05.
PowerGrid, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel, Maruti,
Dr Reddy’s Laborato-
ries and ICICI Bank
were the other major
laggards. On the other
hand, ITC, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Bajaj Finserv,
Hindustan Unilever,
Asian Paints, TCS and
HDFC were among the
major gainers.
RIL STOCK TUMBLES OVER 7%; ONGC
TANKS MORE THAN 13%
New Delhi (PTI): Shares of Reliance Industries tumbled over
7% on Friday, with its market valuation falling by `1.25 lakh
crore, after the government imposed an export tax on petrol,
diesel, and jet fuel (ATF). Shares of Reliance Industries fell
7.14% to settle at `2,408.95 apiece on the BSE. During the
day, it tumbled 8.82% to `2,365. The market valuation of Reli-
ance Industries eroded by `1,25,447.5 crore to `16,29,684.50
crore. It was the biggest drag among the Sensex firms.
Shares of ONGC tanked 13.40% to `131.15 apiece and Ve-
danta declined 4.04% to `213.95 on the BSE.
Mumbai (PTI): The
rupee rebounded from
its all-time low to close
12 paise higher at 78.94
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Friday. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
at 78.99 against the
greenback and fell to an
intra-day low of 79.12. It
finally settled at 78.94, a
rise of 12 paise over its
previous close.
RUPEE GAINS 12
PAISE TO CLOSE
AT 78.94/$
New Delhi (PTI): In-
dia's manufacturing
sector activity eased to
a nine-month low in
June as growth of total
sales and production
moderated amid in-
tense price pressures.
The seasonally ad-
justed SP Global India
Manufacturing PMI fell
to 53.9 in June from 54.6
in May, the weakest
pace of growth since
last September.
The June PMI data
pointed to an improve-
ment in overall operat-
ing conditions for the
twelfth straight month.
Factory orders and
production rose for the
twelfth straight month
in June, but in both cas-
es the rates of expan-
sion eased to nine-
month lows. Increases
were commonly attrib-
uted to stronger client
demand, although some
survey participants in-
dicated that growth was
restricted by acute in-
flationary pressures,
the survey said.
Monitored firms re-
ported increase for a
wide range of inputs --
including chemicals,
electronics, energy,
metals -- which they
partly passed on to cli-
ents in the form of
higher selling prices.
India’s June
factory
growth at
9-month low
New Delhi (PTI):
State-owned Coal In-
dia on Friday said
its coal production
increased 29% year-
on-year to a record
159.8 million tonne
(MT) in April-June
this fiscal. It had
produced 124 MT
coal in the year-ago
period, Coal India
Limited (CIL) said.
CIL ended April-
June FY23 capping a
historic high of
29%. CIL produced
159.8 MT of coal,
which is 35.8 MT
more than the 124
MT in April-June
FY22. All the coal
companies of CIL
have registered
growth, the compa-
ny said.
Such growth was
never witnessed in
any Q1 since CIL's
inception. The com-
pany's first-quarter
production surge of
nearly 36 MTs sur-
passed the entire an-
nual increase of 26.4
MT of FY22, a senior
company official
said in the state-
ment.
Increased produc-
tion enables better
stock build-up, it
added.
With the coal de-
mand from power
plants reaching a
higher pitch, CIL's
supplies to the pow-
er sector reached a
new high of 153.2
MT during the quar-
ter, registering a
strong growth of
19.8%. The expan-
sion in absolute
terms was 25.3 MT
over 127.9 MT of last
fiscal's Q1.
Coal India registers
record 160 MT
output in April-June
Power consumption
grows 17.2% in June
New Delhi (PTI): Pow-
er consumption in the
country grew by 17.2%
year-on-year to 134.13
billion units (BU) in
June, amid severe heat
and spurt in economic
activities.
Power consumption
in June last year was
recorded at 114.48 BU.
Moreover, peak pow-
er demand met, which
is the highest supply in
a day, during June this
year remained at an all-
time high of 209.80 GW
(on June 8). The peak
power supply stood at
191.24 GW in June 2021.
The power consump-
tion and demand were
affected in June 2020,
due to the imposition of
lockdown restrictions
for curbing the spread
of the coronavirus.
According to experts,
power consumption
and demand rose main-
ly because of severe
heat and spurt in eco-
nomic activities, push-
ing commercial and in-
dustrial requirements
of electricity in India.
DISTRIBUTION
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New Delhi (PTI): The
Left parties on Friday
sought an apology from
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma for her
recent remarks on
Prophet Mohammad,
and said if the law did
not act against her, it
would send out a wrong
message.
The Supreme Court
on Friday came down
heavily on Sharma for
her controversial com-
ments, saying her
“loose tongue” has “set
the entire country on
fire” and that she is
“single-handedly re-
sponsible for what is
happening in the coun-
try”.
Refusing to entertain
Sharma’s plea for club-
bing of FIRs lodged in
various states against
her for the remark, the
bench held that the
comment was made ei-
ther for cheap publicity,
political agenda or
some nefarious activi-
ties. “It is a severe in-
dictment of not Shar-
ma’s views alone but of
the misuse of authority
the BJP exercises, it is
an indictment of the di-
visiveness BJP pro-
motes and the hate its
leaders and trolls con-
sistently fan, putting
our country at great
risk. It is the BJP that
should also apologise
and pledge to not in-
dulge in further acts
which are anti-Indian,
unpatriotic and divi-
sive,” said CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury in a tweet.
He said the party
hoped that action would
be taken against Shar-
ma. “We hope that be-
yond words, if accord-
ing to Supreme Court,
Ms Sharma is responsi-
ble for starting the hate
spiral  most recent
reprehensible cycle of
violence, she will be
proceeded upon as per
law. BJP has suspended
her only as of now.
“But if the law does
not act against her and
others like her promot-
ed by the party
, who sow
discord, separatism and
damage India, the
wrong message would
be go out. We would find
many more like her
mushrooming from the
RSS/BJP’s hate factory
and on vitriolic TV de-
bates,” Yechury said.
LEFT APPRECIATES SC’S REMARK
ON SHARMA, SOUGHT APOLOGY
NewDelhi (PTI):School
students in the national
capital will now be as-
sessed for the impact of
mindset curricula in
their behaviour along
with other scholastic
subjects, according to
new assessment guide-
lines by the Delhi gov-
ernment.
According to the new
assessment guidelines
of the Directorate of
Education, students of
classes 3-8 will be as-
sessed for Happiness
andDeshbhakticurricu-
la, while students of
Class 9 and Class 11 will
be assessed for Deshb-
haktiandEntrepreneur-
ship Mindset Curricula.
However, students of
Class 11 will have an ad-
ditional criterion for as-
sessment, which is their
participation in Busi-
ness Blasters. The new
parameters will be a
supplement to the evalu-
ationnormsthatalready
exist and are based on
co-curricular and aca-
demic activities. The
guidelineswill,however,
not be binding on pri-
vate schools. “We have
amended the assess-
ment criteria, and going
forward, students will
also be evaluated on
their competencies in
addition to their knowl-
edge of key courses. In-
corporating assess-
ments of competencies
learned through these
curricula is being pri-
marily done to empha-
sisethegrowthof social,
ethical, and emotional
capacities in addition to
cognitive abilities.
“These objectives are
consistentwiththepeda-
gogy and objectives of
mindset curriculum as
envisioned in the new
National Education Pol-
icy (NEP),” Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said.
“In order to prepare
students for real-world
challenges in a world
driven by information
and technology and to
maximise their innate
potential, schools
must prioritise compe-
tency-based learning,”
said Sisodia, who is
also Delhi’s Education
Minister.
Deshbhakti, Mindset curricula among new assessment criteria for students
DELHI’S NEW ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

Students of
classes 3-8 will
be assessed for
Happiness and
Deshbhakti
curricula, while
students of Class
9  Class 11 will
be assessed for
Deshbhakti and
Entrepreneurship
Mindset
Curricula
Films can eliminate
terrorism: Naqvi
Mumbai: (PTI) Union
Minister Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi on Friday
said cinema can hit ter-
rorismhard,addingthat
many Indian and for-
eign films have played a
significantroleingiving
a meaningful message
against the menace of
terrorism, violence and
radicalism.
He was addressing
the ‘5th Global Film
Tourism Conclave’ or-
ganised by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Mum-
bai. “Today, there is
need for such films
which not only enter-
tain but also give an ef-
fective message to soci-
ety
,” the minister felt.
Naqvi said the suc-
cessful and glorious
journey of the Indian
film industry, which
started with common
people, should not be
limited to the classes,
adding that it was a con-
fluence of the world’s
finest talent and art.
“We have to take this
glorious history of In-
dian cinema to the top
place in the world,” he
added. India is the only
country in the world
with every season, at-
mosphere, culture, ritu-
als, summer, winter,
rain, snow, mountains,
rivers, waterfalls, seas,
forests, beautiful villag-
es, elegant cities etc.
The Modi govern-
ment has taken several
steps to make India a
favourite filming desti-
nation, which include
providing financial in-
centivesandotherfacili-
ties to promote produc-
tion of foreign movies,
he added.
Army, Navy begin recruitment
under Agnipath scheme
New Delhi (PTI): The
Indian Army and Navy
began their recruit-
ment processes under
the Agnipath scheme
on Friday, the defence
ministry stated. The
Indian Air Force had on
June 24 started its re-
cruitment process un-
der the scheme and it
received 2.72 lakh appli-
cations till Thursday,
the ministry said. Vio-
lent protests against the
scheme had rocked sev-
eral states for nearly a
week after it was un-
veiled on June 14 and
opposition parties de-
manded its rollback.
The Ministry of De-
fence on Friday said on
Twitter, “Registration
for Agniveers in Indian
Navy begins today
.”
“Join the Indian
Army. Fulfill your
dream of serving the
country as Agniveer.
Registration open for
Agnipath recruitment
scheme from July 1,” it
said.
Nation’s health needs to be first priority:Mandaviya
New Delhi (PTI): “It is
our duty to keep our na-
tion’s health as the first
priority as envisioned
by our prime minister,”
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
said on the occasion of
National Doctors’ Day
on Friday
.
Lauding the medical
fraternity for its selfless
service, Mandaviya,
who chaired the Doc-
tors’ Day Celebration at
Lady Hardinge Medical
College, said, “Our phy-
sicians and medical
professionals have
played a crucial role in
our lives. Celebrating
this day on July 1 every
year is one such effort
to recognise their im-
mense role.”
As part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav to cel-
ebrate India’s 75th year
of Independence, Man-
daviya said the govern-
ment is also felicitating
stalwarts from the med-
ical fraternity, who are
more than 75 years old,
for their dedication and
contribution, a health
ministry statement
said. Doctors’ Day is ob-
served in honour of
noted doctor and for-
mer West Bengal chief
minister Bidhan Chan-
dra Roy, whose birth
and death anniversa-
ries coincide on July 1.
Calling upon the
medical community to
take inspiration from
Dr Roy, Madaviya
said, “It is our pious
duty to keep the health
of our nation as the
first priority.”
“Health is seen as a
‘seva’ (service) in our
country and our medi-
cal professionals have
followed our country’s
tradition of ‘Seva bhav’
and ‘Seva Parmo Dhar-
ma’ by working tire-
lessly and selflessly.
This was the sole rea-
son our Covid warriors
rose to the occasion and
performed their duty in
a selfless manner,” he
added.
WhatsAppbansover19lakhaccounts
New Delhi (PTI): Me-
ta-owned WhatsApp
banned over 19 lakh In-
dian accounts in May
on the basis of com-
plaints received from
users via its grievances
channel and through
its own mechanism to
prevent and detect vio-
lations, as per the latest
monthly report pub-
lished by the messag-
ing platform.
The new IT rules
which came into effect
last year mandate large
digital platforms (with
over 50 lakh users) to
publish compliance re-
ports every month,
mentioning the details
of complaints received
and action taken.
“As captured in the
latest monthly report,
WhatsApp banned over
1.9 million accounts in
the month of May,” a
WhatsApp spokesper-
son said.
The user-safety re-
port has details of the
user complaints re-
ceived and the corre-
sponding action taken
by WhatsApp, as well
as its own preventive
actions to combat
abuse on the plat-
form, the spokesper-
son added.
An Indian account is
identified via the +91
phone number prefix.
According to the re-
port released on Friday,
19.10 lakh Indian ac-
counts were banned by
WhatsApp between
May 1 and May 31, 2022
using the “abuse detec-
tion approach, which
also includes action
taken in furtherance to
negative feedback re-
ceived from users...”
Hyderabad (PTI):
With Hyderabad play-
ing host to BJP’s two-
day National Executive
meeting, the party is
showcasing Telanga-
na’s cultural heritage
and history during the
grand event scheduled
to begin on Saturday
.
Performances of Tel-
angana’s ancient dance
form Perini Sivathan-
davam, besides Bhara-
tanatyam and Kuchipu-
di will be conducted
during the event, BJP
sources said on Friday
.
The party is putting
in place an exhibition
which would display
the state’s culture,
handicrafts, Telanga-
na’s “liberation strug-
gle” against the then
Nizam rule and the role
of BJP in achieving
statehood for Telanga-
na, among others, they
said.
ASSESSMENT
FELICITATION
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
Manish Sisodia along with Delhi Chief Minister releasing the curriculum book in New Delhi on Friday. —PHOTO BY PTI
Haryana govt
will soon
introduce Film 
Ent Policy, says
CM Khattar
C h a n d i g a r h
(PTI): The Hary-
ana government is
formulating a
Film and Enter-
tainment Policy
for the conveni-
ence of movie
makers and art-
ists, Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal
Khattar said here
on Friday
.
He said about
60-70 acres of land
at Pinjore in
Panchkula district
has also been ear-
marked for a Film
city
. Efforts will be
made to promote
the culture of Har-
yana and Punjab
in particular
through this Film
city, he said.
The Haryana
government sup-
ports artistes, and
will continue to
work for their in-
terest in future as
well, an official
statement quoting
him said.
NEW IT RULES
DECISION MADE BY APEX COURT
TMC SLAMS HOME MINISTER AMIT
SHAH FOR ‘SHELTERING HER’
Kolkata (PTI): The TMC
on Friday welcomed
the Supreme Court’s
terse observations in
connection with a Nupur
Sharma case, slamming
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah “for shelter-
ing her”. The ruling party
of Bengal also urged the
Delhi Police to arrest the
former BJP spokes-
person for her recent
remarks against Prophet
Mohammad. “SC
notes @NupurSharma-
BJP ‘single-handedly
responsible’ for setting
the ‘country on fire’;
leading to brutal Udaipur
murder. ‘Nobody dares
to touch you (Sharma).
That shows your clout’,”
the party tweeted,
quoting the apex court’s
remarks. Pillorying Shah
and the Delhi Police,
who report to Shah, the
party said, “Shame on
the Home Minister @
AmitShah  @DelhiPo-
lice for sheltering her.”
Coming down heav-
ily on suspended BJP
leader Nupur Sharma,
the apex court on Friday
said it led to unfortunate
incidents and ignited
emotions across the
country.
BJP leader Nupur Sharma
Telangana BJP showcases
state’s cultural heritage at
National Executive meet
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Happiness is a choice, to be truly
happy we have to remember this on
a daily basis and act accordingly.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
New Delhi (PTI): India
Friday called on Paki-
stantoreleaseandrepat-
riate 536 Indian fisher-
men and three civilian
prisonerswhohavecom-
pleted their jail-term
and whose nationality
has been confirmed.
In addition, Pakistan
has been asked to pro-
vide immediate consu-
lar access to 105 fisher-
men and 20 civilian
prisoners who have
been in Pakistan’s cus-
tody and are believed to
be Indians, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) said.
India made the re-
quest in the context of
the exchange of the lists
of civilian prisoners
and fishermen by the
two countries as part of
a practice to do so on
January 1 and July 1
every calendar year un-
der the framework of a
2008 agreement.
The MEA said India
handed over a list of 309
Pakistani civilian pris-
oners and 95 fishermen
in India’s custody to Pa-
kistan. Similarly, Paki-
stan has shared lists of
49 civilian prisoners
and 633 fishermen in its
custody
, who are Indians
or are believed to be In-
dians, the ministry said.
“The govt has called
for early release and re-
patriation of civilian
prisoners, missing In-
dian defence personnel,
and fishermen along
with their boats, from
Pakistan’s custody,” the
MEA said in a state-
ment. “In this context,
Pakistan was asked to
expedite the release and
repatriation of 536 In-
dian fishermen and
three Indian civilian
prisoners to India who
have completed their
sentence and whose na-
tionality has been con-
firmed and conveyed to
Pakistan,” it said.
The MEA said India
remains committed to
addressing, on priority,
all humanitarian mat-
ters, including those
pertaining to prisoners
and fishermen in each
other’s country
.
India asks Pak to release Indian prisoners in its custody
EXCHANING LISTS
‘Genuine Simple Tax’ into
‘Gabbar Singh Tax’: RaGa
BJP TURNED CONG’S
New Delhi (PTI): The
BJP has turned the
Congress’ ‘Genuine
Simple Tax’ into a ‘Gab-
bar Singh Tax’, making
the GST a nightmare for
doing business in India,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said Friday
.
He said his party
would bring a single
and low-rate regime
GST 2.0 and will share
the collections fairly
with states.
His remarks came as
the Goods and Service
Tax (GST) regime com-
pletes five years of im-
plementation on July 1.
“Congress’ Genuine
Simple Tax was turned
into Gabbar Singh Tax
by the BJP. Six rates,
1000 plus changes in
1,826 days! Ease? It’s a
nightmare to do busi-
ness, especially for MS-
MEs,” Gandhi said on
Twitter.
“Congress will revive
business and jobs with
GST 2.0 - single, low
rate, shared fairly with
States,” he said using
the hashtag #5Yearsof-
GSTMess.
The Congress has
been against the BJP-
led NDA government’s
GST, saying it is
“flawed”andhascaused
harm to the economy
and the industry in the
country
.
Gandhi has on earlier
occasion also dubbed
the GST as “Gabbar
Singh Tax” to allege it
is harsh on businesses.
Rahul Gandhi along with K. C. Venugopal leading the UDF Protest March from Chungam Junction to
Gandhi Square followed by Bahujana Sangamam, at Gandhi Square in Wayanad on Friday.
GST HAD SERIOUS BIRTH DEFECTS WHICH
WORSENED OVER LAST 5 YRS: CHIDAMBARAM
New Delhi: Asserting that
the GST had serious “birth
defects” which became
only worse over the last five
years, the Congress on Fri-
day said the GST laws and
the manner of their imple-
mentation have “wrecked
the economy” and the party
will work toward its re-
placement by GST 2.0. The
Opposition
party
said demonetisation was
the first “Tughlaqi farman”
of the government while
the Goods and Service Tax
second that harmed the
economy. At a press confer-
ence here, senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram
said the GST “celebrates”
its fifth birthday on Friday
but there is nothing really
to celebrate. “The GST had
serious birth defects. In the
last five years these defects
have only become worse
and all those touched by
GST have been serious-
ly injured,” the former
finance minister said.The
Congress wishes to make
it absolutely clear
that the so-called
GST that is in force
today was not the
GST envisaged by the UPA
government, he said.“The
GST that we have today is a
complex web of many rates,
conditions, exceptions and
exemptions that will leave
even an informed taxpayer
completely bewildered.
Not all registered dealers
are informed taxpayers;
as a result, they are at the
mercy of the tax-collector,”
he said. A flawed GST
has led to “large-scale
destruction” of MSMEs, a
sector that contributes up
to 90 per cent of the jobs in
the manufacturing sector,
he said.The worst conse-
quence of the GST brought
in by the government has
been a complete breakdown
of trust between the Centre
and states, he said.
PPE kit row:Himanta files defamation case
against Sisodia over corruption charges
Guwahati (PTI): As-
sam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma has filed a defama-
tion case against Delhi
Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia for levelling
“baseless” corruption
charges against him in
connection with the
supply of PPE kits at
“higher than market
rates” to National
Health Mission authori-
ties during the first
wave of the COVID-19
pandemic, Sarma’s ad-
vocate said on Friday
.
The case has been
registered in the court
of chief judicial magis-
trate, Kamrup Rural, on
Thursday and listed on
July 22 for initial depo-
sition by the complain-
ant, he said.
The case pertains to
the allegation of supply
of PPE kits at “higher
than market rates” dur-
ing the first wave of
COVID-19 to National
Health Mission (NHM),
Assam, by JCB Indus-
tries, which is co-owned
by Sarma’s wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma.
Bhuyan Sarma had
also filed a Rs 100-crore
defamation case against
Sisodia at the court of
Civil Judge No 1 of
Kamrup Metropolitan
district on June 21, over
the same allegations
made by the AAP leader.
“Manish Sisodia had
levelled corruption
charges against Him-
anta Biswa Sarma at a
press conference in New
Delhi on June 4. He had
specifically claimed
that NHM had procured
PPE kits at inflated
rates from a company
co-owned by Sarma’s
wife during his tenure
as the state’s health
minister in 2020,” Sar-
ma’s advocate Devojit
Saikia said.
Saikia maintained
that the JCB Industries
did not participate in
any bid to supply PPE
kits to NHM, Assam,
nor did it raise any bill.
“At that time (March
2020), the NHM, Assam,
had requested for PPE
kits to fight the pandem-
ic which had just start-
ed. The JCB Industries
gave about 1500 PPE kits
but it was not under any
contract. It was part of
their Corporate Social
Responsibility activi-
ties,” he asserted.
The senior advocate
claimed that no pay-
ment was made to JCB
Industries for the PPE
kits and the “baseless”
allegations against Sar-
ma were made out of
“political vendetta”.
Manish Siso-
dia had lev-
elled corrup-
tion charges against
Himanta Biswa Sarma
at a press conference in
New Delhi on June 4.
—Devojit Saikia,
Himanta Biswa Sarma’s Advocate
RaGa visits vandalised office,
calls it ‘irresponsible act’
Kerala (PTI): Calling
the Students’ Federa-
tion of India (SFI) ac-
tivists who had van-
dalised his office as
“kids”, Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on
Friday said he does
not harbour any an-
ger or hostility to-
wards them and re-
minded them that vio-
lence never resolves
problems.
Gandhi, who is on a
three-day visit to his
constituency here,
reached the office
along with other sen-
ior leaders of the par-
ty and took stock of
the damage.
He met the party
workers, who had suf-
fered injuries in the
attack, examined the
damaged articles and
sat on the office chair
after removing the
plantain tree placed
by the attackers on it.
It is for the first time
that he is arriving in
hisLokSabhaconstitu-
ency after his MP’s of-
fice here was attacked
by the students’ wing
of the ruling CPI(M)
last Friday over the
buffer zone issue.
Later, he told re-
porters that it is the
office of the people of
Wayanad and what
had been done by the
Left students’ cadre
was “quite an unfortu-
nate thing.”
But, he made it
clear that violence
never resolves prob-
lems and he does not
harbour any anger or
hostility towards
them.
ANTI-NATIONAL ACT
Prez, PM Modi extend birthday wishes to VP Naidu
New Delhi (PTI): Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi greeted
Vice President M Ven-
kaiah Naidu on his
birthday on Friday,
with the prime minister
lauding his role in rais-
ing the standards of
Parliamentary proceed-
ings and debates and
praying for his long life.
Kovind, too, wished
Naidu a long life dedi-
cated to the service of
the nation.
Naidu, who turned 73
on Friday, became the
Vice President and
Chairman of Rajya Sab-
ha on August 11, 2017.
His tenure ends on Au-
gust 10. “Please accept
my warm greetings and
good wishes on your
birthday today, July 01,
2022. May God bless you
with a happy, healthy
and long fruitful life
dedicated to the service
of the nation,” Kovind
said in his letter to
Naidu.
Born on July 1, 1949,
in Chavatapalem in Nel-
lore district of Andhra
Pradesh in a farmer
family, Naidu went on
to occupy the country’s
second top constitution-
al post.
NCB seizes 54
kg of ganja on
Maha highway
Mumbai(PTI): The
NCB has arrested two
persons and seized 54 kg
of ganja from their pos-
session on Solapur-Pune
Highway, an official said
on Friday
.
Based on a tip-off, the
NCB team intercepted a
car on the highway on
Thursday and seized the
contraband which was
being smuggled into the
city, the official said.
With this operation, an
interstate drug traffick-
ing network involved in
transportation and dis-
tribution of narcotic
substances has come to
light, he said.
The seized contra-
band was sourced from
Ganjam in Odisha and
was destined for further
distribution to peddlers
in Mumbai, Surat and
other adjoining areas,
he said. During a search
of the vehicle, 27 boxes
were found concealed in
cavities made under the
back seat of the car.
TIMELINE
The 73-year-old became
the Vice Presdient and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
on Aug 11, 2017.
New Delhi(PTI): Price
of commercial LPG,
used by hotels, restau-
rants and other busi-
ness establishments,
was cut by `198 per 19-
kg cylinder on Friday in
line with softening in-
ternational rates.
A 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinder now costs
`2,021 in Delhi as
against `2,219 previ-
ously, according to a
price notification from
state-owned fuel retail-
ers. This is the second
reduction in rates in a
month’s time. In June,
price was cut by `135 per
19-kg bottle.
However, there is no
change in Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) price.
The rate continue to be
at an all-time high of
`141,232.87 per kilolitre
(`141.23 per litre) in the
national capita.While
commercial LPG rate is
revised on the 1st of eve-
ry month, ATF price is
revised on the 1st and
16th of every month
based on average inter-
national prices and cur-
rency exchange rate in
the previous fortnight.
Commercial LPG price cut by
`198; no change in ATF rates
Rahul Gandhi arrives at Kannur International Airport on
Friday. —PHOTO BY ANI
A 19-kg commercial
cylinder now costs
`2,021 in Delhi as
against `2,219
Bengaluru, (PTI):
Karnataka Cabinet on
Friday gave administra-
tive approval of Rs
103.73 crore for the set-
ting up of 438 Urban
Health and Wellness
Centres (U-HWCs)
called “Namma Clinic”
across the State and for
the appointment of doc-
tors, nurses and staff for
their functioning.
They are being set up
to control contagious
diseases and ease the
load on the existing hos-
pitals. “We have permit-
ted the start of 438 U-
HWCs called Namma
Clinic in Karnataka that
we had announced in
the budget under the
15th Finance Commis-
sion grants. According-
ly, we have given sanc-
tion for appointment of
438 doctors, equal num-
ber of nurses and sec-
ond division clerk,” Law
and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister J C Mad-
huswamy said.
Briefing reporters af-
ter the Cabinet meeting
here, he said the clinics
would be started in eve-
ry urban local body area
and all wards of Ben-
galuru city
.
K’taka approves
to set up 438
‘Namma Clinics’
In view of the
COVID-19
pandemic,
Pakistan has been
requested to ensure
the safety, security
and welfare of all
Indian and
believed-to-be Indian
civilian prisoners and
fishermen.
—MEA
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ollywood actress
Sara Ali Khan is
an avid social
media user and
often treats her
fans with inter-
esting titbits and
stunning pictures. She is
a stunner and lights up
her Instagram every time
she posts a picture or cap-
tion/quote. Apart from
this, the Simmba actress
has also been a fitness
freak and is often seen
motivating her fans with
her fitness journey
. Also,
she never misses a chance
to indulge her fans in her
life and often interacts
with them via Instagram
stories, asking for their
opinions on various
things. Speaking of
which, the actress on
Wednesday took to her
Insta stories and asked
fans to suggest to her the
best option between a Ba-
nana milkshake and Ce-
real with cold milk.
And as the
Simmba actress
is holidaying
in London
t h e s e
d a y s ,
fitness
c o n -
tinues to be her priority.
Taking to her Instagram
handle, the actress
shared a picture of her-
self dressed in yellow
athleisure paired with a
pair of sneakers and a
cap. Sara was also seen
carrying a sling bag and
was enjoying her full-fat
drink. She captioned the
picture as: “Full fat.”
Stunning
B MARRIAGE PLANS
W
ith many
celebrity
weddings
t a k i n g
place in the recent
past, Salaar actress,
Shruti Haasan was
also asked the inevi-
table question about
her marriage plans.
The actress was
posed with the ques-
tion of her marriage
planswhen
s h e
men-
tioned that she has
no clue about the
same. She was quot-
ed saying, “I have no
clue. I have no an-
swer for you.”
However, this is
not the first time
that Shruti Haasan
has opened up about
her marriage plans.
The star was ques-
tioned about her
idea of marriage.
Faced with the in-
quiry, she said.
“It’s not something
I’d jump at right
away.” She also said
that her views on
marriage had been
influenced by her
parents’ divorce.
“Because their mar-
riage did not work
out, she would not
discount the idea of
marriage. When it
worked, they were a
brilliant couple, and
that’s what I chose to
look at.”
TAAPSEE
IN DUNKI
T
aapsee Pannu is
a household
name in the
world of Hindi
cinema. She is one of
the most successful and
versatile actresses of
the current generation
in Bollywood. The
Saand Ki Aankh ac-
tress is on cloud nine
ever since she bagged
Rajkumar Hirani’s
movie, Dunki, along-
side Shah Rukh Khan
in the lead. This marks
her first collaboration
with the filmmaker and
actor. The Haseen
Dillruba actress has of-
ten expressed her ex-
citement about bagging
the role with King Khan
in Dunki.
Taapsee revealed
that she got the oppor-
tunity of working in
Dunki due to her tal-
ent. “I feel so happy
that this has happened
purely based on creden-
tials and talent. Nobody
picked up the phone for
a recommendation. I
got the film only be-
cause someone liked I
what did,” the ac-
tress said. Further,
Taapsee talked
about the film and
said that they
have started work
on it and also
have finished
one schedule on
Dunki. She add-
ed that they have
completed a little
less than half the
film.
I feel so happy that this
has happened purely
based on credentials
and talent. Nobody
picked up the phone
for a recommenda-
tion. I got the film
only because
someone liked
I what did.
—TAAPSEE
A
kshay Kumar and
Twinkle Khanna are
one of the most
adored Bollywood
couples. They have been married
forovertwodecades.Theyarepar-
entstotwokids-AaravandNitara.
Recently
, Twinkle joined for an
interview where she talked about
her life. During the chat, the Bar-
saat actress talked about how she
hastoplaya‘dualrole’forherchil-
dren when her husband-actor Ak-
shay travels for work.
On the talk show ‘The Icons’ on
Tweak India’s YouTube channel,
Twinkle said: “When my hus-
band travels, I feel I have to play
the dual role and it’s not gender-
based like he’s the man, I’m the
woman but my weakness is that
I am an overthinker and he is a
laid-back person. I feel that when
the kids are there you need a bal-
ance of the boat.” Twinkle an-
nounced that her short story Sa-
laam Noni Appa from her book
The Legend of Lakshmi Prasad
will be adapted into a film.
Y
ami Gautam has proved
her versatility with her
films. The actress got
married last year and
since then has been in a happy
space. When asked does having a
husband from the same profes-
sional background helps you?
Talking about Aditya Dhar, the
actress added that with him it’s
not just the profession that is com-
mon, it is to do with the kind of
person that he is. “There can also
be somebody from the same field
buttheunderstandinglevelmay
not be in sync as you may ex-
pect from someone from the
same field. So it comes down
to the person that you are,
more than just the profes-
sion and I am blessed,”
quipped the actress.
‘DUAL ROLE’
blessed’
‘I am very
Her post...
Yami Gautam Dhar
Shruti Haasan
Taapsee Pannu
Sara Ali Khan
Twinkle Khanna
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