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	1. Unit-1: Rural Planning  and
Development
(Concept, Elements and Importance
of Rural Development)
Prepared by:
Ankur Sachdeva
Assistant Professor, ME
 


	2. Development and its  objectives…
• Development is a universally cherished goal of individuals, families, communities and nations all
over the world.
• Development is also natural in the sense that all forms of life on planet earth have an inherent urge
to survive and develop.
• ‘Development’ is a subjective and value-loaded concept and, hence, there cannot be a consensus as
to its meaning
Objectives of Development
• Increase in real income per capita (economic growth).
• Improvement in distribution of income (equity).
• Political and economic freedom.
• Equitable access to resources, education, health care, employment opportunities and justice.
 


	3. Sustainable Development
• Sustainable  development is development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
• It emphasizes the need for society to ensure inter-generational equity in the sense that the present
generation does not consume so much as to foreclose the option of the future generations to enjoy
at least the present level of consumption and well-being
• Sustainable development implies a process in which the set of desirable societal objectives or the
development index does not decrease over time
 


	4. Rural Development
• Rural  development connotes the overall development of rural areas with a view to improve the
quality of life of rural people.
• It is a comprehensive and multidimensional concept and encompasses the development of
agriculture and allied activities, village and cottage industries; crafts, socio-economic infrastructure,
community services and facilities, and, above all, the human resources in rural areas.
• Rural development can be conceptualized as a process, a phenomenon, a strategy, and a discipline.
• As a process, it implies the engagement of individuals, communities, and nations in pursuit of
their cherished goals over time.
• As a phenomenon, rural development is the end result of interactions between various
physical, technological, economic, socio-cultural and institutional factors.
• As a strategy, it is designed to improve the economic and social well-being of a specific group
of people, that is, the rural poor. As
• a discipline, it is multidisciplinary in nature, representing an intersection of agricultural, social,
behavioural, engineering and management sciences.
 


	5. Basic Elements of  Rural Development
1. Basic Necessities of Life:
• People have certain basic needs, without which it would be impossible (or very difficult) for
them to survive. The basic necessities include food, clothes, shelter, basic literacy, primary
health care, and security of life and property. When any one or all of them are absent or in
critically short supply, we may state that a condition of ‘absolute underdevelopment’ exists.
Provision of basic necessities of life to everybody is the primary responsibility of all economies,
whether they are capitalist, socialist or mixed. In this sense, we may claim that economic
growth (increased per capita availability of basic necessities) is a necessary condition for
improvement of the ‘quality of life’ of rural people, which is rural development.
2. Self-respect:
• Every person and every nation seeks some sort of self-respect, dignity or honour. Absence or
denial of self-respect indicates lack of development.
3. Freedom:
• In this context, freedom refers to political or ideological freedom, economic freedom and
freedom from social servitude. As long as a society is bound by the servitude of men to nature,
ignorance, other men, institutions and dogmatic beliefs, it cannot claim to have achieved the
goal of ‘development’. Servitude in any form reflects a state of underdevelopment.
 


	6. Why Rural Development  is important?
• With more than 740 million of its people living in rural areas and with the rural sector contributing
about 18 per cent of its gross domestic product (GDP), no strategy of socio-economic development
for India that neglects rural people and agriculture can be successful.
• Rural development is in fact a sine qua non of overall development.
• Agriculture is the major source of livelihood in the rural sector.
• Mahatma Gandhi once said that the real progress of India did not mean simply the growth and
expansion of industrial urban centers but mainly the development of the villages.
• This idea of village development being at the center of the overall development of the nation is
relevant even today.
• It is because more than two-third of India’s population depends on agriculture that is yet to become
productive enough to provide for them; one-fourth of rural India still lives in abject poverty.
• That is the reason why we have to see a developed rural India if our nation has to realize real
progress.
 


	7. Challenges for Rural  Development
• Rural development essentially focuses on action for the development of areas
that are lagging behind in the overall development of the village economy.
• Some of the areas which are challenging and need fresh initiatives for
development in rural India include
• Development of human resources including – literacy, more specifically, female literacy,
education and skill development – health, addressing both sanitation and public health
• Land reforms
• Development of the productive resources of each locality
• Infrastructure development like electricity, irrigation, credit, marketing, transport facilities
including construction of village roads and feeder roads to nearby highways, facilities for
agriculture research and extension, and information dissemination
• Special measures for alleviation of poverty and bringing about significant improvement in the
living conditions of the weaker sections of the population emphasizing access to productive
employment opportunities
 


	8. Challenges for Rural  Development
• All this means that people engaged in farm and non-farm activities in
rural areas have to be provided with various means that help them
increase the productivity.
• They also need to be given opportunities to diversify into various non-
farm productive activities such as food processing.
• Enabling them better and more affordable access to healthcare,
sanitation facilities at workplaces and homes and education for all
would also need to be given top priority for rapid rural development.
 


	9. Sustainable Development in  Rural Areas
• Sustainable rural development is vital to the economic, social and environmental
viability of nations.
• It is essential for poverty eradication since global poverty is overwhelmingly rural.
• The manifestation of poverty goes beyond the urban-rural divide, it has
subregional and regional contexts.
• It is therefore critical, and there is great value to be gained, by coordinating rural
development initiatives that contribute to sustainable livelihoods through efforts
at the global, regional, national and local levels, as appropriate.
• Strategies to deal with rural development should take into consideration the
remoteness and potentials in rural areas and provide targeted differentiated
approaches.
 


	10. Sustainable Development in  Rural Areas
• A healthy and dynamic agricultural sector is an important foundation of rural development, generating strong
linkages to other economic sectors.
• Rural livelihoods are enhanced through effective participation of rural people and rural communities in the
management of their own social, economic and environmental objectives by empowering people in rural areas,
particularly women and youth, including through organizations such as local cooperatives and by applying the
bottom-up approach.
• Close economic integration of rural areas with neighbouring urban areas and the creation of rural off-farm
employment can narrow rural-urban disparities, expand opportunities and encourage the retention of skilled
people, including youth, in rural areas.
• There is considerable potential for rural job creation not only in farming, agro processing and rural industry but also
in building rural infrastructure, in the sustainable management of natural resources, waste and residues.
• Rural communities in developing countries are still faced with challenges related to access to basic services,
economic opportunities and some degree of incoherence with regard to planning related to rural-urban divide.
• Investments in environmental protection, rural infrastructure and in rural health and education are critical to
sustainable rural development and can enhance national well-being.
• Beyond meeting basic needs, investments must be linked to the potential to raise productivity and income.
• The vulnerabilities of the rural poor to the economic and financial crisis and to climate change and water shortage
must be addressed.
• The success of sustainable rural development depends on, inter alia, developing and implementing comprehensive
strategies for dealing with climate change, drought, desertification and natural disaster.
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