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New  Delhi
okSabhaspeaker
Om Birla on Sat-
urdaywrotetoall
the MPs over the Parlia-
ment security breach inci-
dentsayingthatitisamat-
ter of grave concern and
informed members of the
House that he has formed
a “high-powered commit-
tee” to review various as-
pects of security in the
Parliament complex.
“A high-level
inquiry commit-
tee has been con-
stituted for an
in-depth probe
of the incident. I
have also con-
stituted a
high-powered com-
mittee which will
review various as-
pects of security in
the Parlia-
ment Complex and for-
mulate a concrete action
plan to ensure that such
incidents do not recur,”
Birla said in letter. P6
SANSAD SECURITY BREACH
Matter of grave concern:
Birla writes to all MPs
MP RAGHAV CHADHA
APPOINTED AS PARTY’S
LEADER IN RS BY AAP
The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) has
appointed its MP
Raghav Chadha as the
leader of the party in Rajya
Sabha in place of Sanjay
Singh, sources said. In a
letter to the Rajya Sabha
Chairman, the AAP party
leadership has said that
in the absence of Sanjay
Singh, who has “health
issues”, Raghav Chadha
will henceforth be party’s
leader in Upper House.
SIXTH ACCUSED HELD;
SENT TO 7-DAY POLICE
CUSTODY BY COURT
A Delhi court on
Saturday sent
accused Mahesh
Kumawat, the sixth person
arrested in the Parliament
security breach case, to 7
days’ police custody. Public
Prosecutor Akhand Pratap
Singh, while seeking 15
days’ police custody, told
court that conspiracy to enter
Parl had been underway for
2 years and that accused
individuals conducted
many meetings.
L
BOLSTERING BILATERAL TIES!
resident Droupadi Murmu and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi with Sultan of Oman
Haitham Bin Tarik during Haitham Bin
Tarik’s ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati Bhavan,
in New Delhi on Saturday. PM Narendra Modi held
‘productive’ talks with Haitham bin Tarik, with a
focus on expanding bilateral cooperation in the key
areas of security, defence, trade and economy.  P6
P
‘PROMISING'
SPEED!
PM Modi flags off Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Mizoram,
five states where Assembly elections were held recently
PM Narendra Modi addresses beneficiaries of ‘Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra’ via VC, in New Delhi on
Saturday. (R-L) CM Bhajan Lal Sharma, Ramcharan Bohra, Kailash Verma, Gopal Sharma, Kuldeep
Dhankhar, Surendra Singh, Alpana Kateja, Balmukund Acharya and Kalicharan Saraf lend ears to
PM Modi during programme in Jaipur on Saturday.  NAIM KHAN
Moni Sharma/Aishwary
Pradhan and Bharat Dixit
New Delhi/Jaipur
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Saturday
that his guarantee begins
from where hope from
everyone else ends and
asserted that develop-
ment of smaller cities is
at the centre of his re-
solve to make India a de-
veloped country.
Addressing beneficiar-
ies of the Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra through
VC, the PM said, With
resolve of a developed
India, 'Modi's guarantee
vehicle' is reaching every
corner of country.
PM Modi said that for
a long time after inde-
pendence, benefits of
development were lim-
ited to a few big cities,
but his government is
focussing on develop-
ment of smaller cities
and that would strength-
en the foundation for a
developed India. Even
though Modi has flagged
off Vikas Bharat Sankalp
Yatra, truth is that today
the countrymen have
taken command of that
yatra, PM Modi added.
COMMITTEE TO MONITOR YATRA IN STATE: CM
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma said on
Saturday that the safety of women, zero
corruption and the welfare of the poor will be the
priorities of his government. Speaking at ‘Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra’ event in Maharani college, the CM said
the promises made in the BJP’s manifesto for Rajasthan
polls, prepared after taking suggestions from people,
will be implemented. He said it will be ensured through
the Yatra that each beneficiary gets the benefits of the
schemes. Sharma also informed that a committee has
been formed in Rajasthan for monitoring the Yatra.  P8
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma calls on Governor Kalraj
Mishra at the Raj Bhavan in Jaipur on Saturday.
This is our
government
that has helped
the poor, farmers, small
businessmen and various
other sections of society.
Modi’s guarantee begins
after hope from everyone
else ends.
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER
CM Sharma will visit
New Delhi today to
meet Central leaders.
Cabinet formation in
Rajasthan may take
place by next week
Union Home Minister Amit Shah pampers a child during ‘Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra’, at Changodar in Ahmedabad on Saturday.
PM Modi taught lesson
to rioters in 2002: Shah
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
said that Prime Minister
NarendraModihas taught
such a lesson to rioters in
2002 — when he was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat
— that till date, no one
has dared to take part in
riots again in the state.
Speaking at the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra at
SanandinAhmedabaddis-
trict, Amit Shah also gave
credit to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the ab-
rogation ofArticle 370 “in
ajiffy”andbuildingatem-
pleforLordRam,whowas
otherwise housed in a
“tent”.  MORE ON P6
ETHEREAL
TWILIGHT!
Sailing Club members practice at the Hussain
Sagar Lake as the Sun sets in Hyderabad.
Jaipur, Sunday | December 17, 2023
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PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU
TO VISIT JAISALMER ON DEC 23
In a first, President Droupadi Murmu
is scheduled to visit Jaisalmer on De-
cember 23. During her visit, she will
participate in an Army programme.
JITU REPLACES KAMAL NATH
AS CONGRESS’S MP PRESIDENT
The Congress on Saturday replaced
former Chief Minister Kamal Nath and
appointed Jitu Patwari as President of
Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee.
The United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom has called on Biden administration
to designate India as a ‘country of particular concern’
IN BRIEF
CISF constable shoots
himself dead at BKC
MumbaiA constable of
the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force allegedly shot
himself dead using his ser-
vice weapon inside his cab-
in at the Jio Centre in Ban-
dra Kurla Complex (BKC)
on Saturday, a Mumbai Po-
lice official said.
Indian Navy counters
hijacking in Arabian Sea
New Delhi: The Indian
Navy on Saturday said it
responded to a hijacking
incident in the Arabian
Sea as six unknown men
took over a Malta-flagged
vessel MV Ruen with 18
crew onboard. The opera-
tion is still going on.
Rahul summoned by UP
court in Amit Shah case
Sultanpur: An MP-MLA
Court on Saturday sum-
moned Rahul Gandhi on
Jan 6 in a case in which
has been accused of mak-
ing remarks against HM
Amit Shah. Eyeing 2024
elections, Rahul Gandhi
gets set for Yatra 2.0.
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Jaipur
A  man strangled his wife
to death as she was be-
coming a hindrance in his
love. The incident hap-
pened in Thamkheda vil-
lage near Anta in Baran
district. The accused hus-
band, along with his girl-
friend’s brother, hatched
a conspiracy to murder of
his wife. When the vil-
lagers got to know about
the incident, they caught
both the murderers and
handed them over to the
police.
On receiving the infor-
mation, Anta police
reached the spot and
brought the deceased to
Anta Hospital where
doctors declared her
dead. The family of the
deceased also reached
the hospital.
The father-in-law of
the deceased woman said
that his son-on-law, Vish-
nu Mali, was in love with
another woman and tak-
ing advantage of Maina
(the deceased) being
alone at home, Vishnu
and his friend Bhagwat
Suman together stran-
gled her to death.
Rohtash Saini
Hanumangarh
Three people were killed
and another injured in a
head-on collision be-
tween a jeep and a pickup
truck in Hanumangarh
district of Rajasthan, of-
ficials said. The incident
occurred in the Goga-
medi police station area
late on Friday night.
SHO Radheshyam
said that Rajveer (38),
Rajkumar (25) and Ram-
swaroop (38) died in the
accident while Manger-
am (45) sustained inju-
ries in the accident. The
bodies were handed over
to family members after
postmortem, he said,
adding that injured has
been admitted to a nearby
hospital for treatment.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The CMO has asked for
a report in the case of
rape of a girl in a moving
bus. The accused bus
driver committed the
crime by playing loud
music. The girl was com-
ing to Jaipur from Kan-
pur. After a complaint
from the victim, Kanota
police station arrested the
accused,Arif Khan while
another accused, Lalit
Kumar, is absconding.
First India Bureau
Jodhpur
Plastic packets contain-
ing heroin were recov-
ered at the Indo-Pakistan
International Border
axis, Barmer. Accord-
ingly, BSF and NCB re-
covered a consignment
of heroin in the Kelanor
area of the Indo-Pak bor-
der. Jodhpur Zonal Unit
conducted the seizing 
other formalities.
It is to be noted that 5
months ago, NCB Jodh-
pur seized 11 packets of
Heroin in this area.
Various inputs indicate
that Rajasthan has re-
mained a hub for illegal
trafficking of Heroin and
other psychotropic sub-
stances which are popu-
lar among drug users.
Narpat Joya
Didwana
Senior Civil Judge and
Additional Judicial Mag-
istrate Neelam Meena
sentenced gangster
Anandpal Singh’s broth-
er and criminal Rupen-
drapal Singh and his un-
cle Damodar Singh to 2
years of imprisonment
with a fine of Rs 2100
each on Saturday.
The case relates to ob-
struction in government
work in Didwana and
misbehaviour with the
then Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police IPS Deep-
ak Yadav. Rupendrapal
Singh and Damodar Sin-
gh were presented in the
ACJM court of Didwana
amid tight police securi-
ty. This matter is of 2017.
Sapta Shakti Command
celebrates Vijay Diwas
First India Bureau
Jaipur
South Western Com-
mand celebrated Vijay
Diwas on 16 December
2023 at all military sta-
tions to commemorate
the victory of Indian
Armed Forces over Paki-
stan in the 1971 war.
On this occasion,
Lieutenant General Dhi-
raj Seth, Ati Vishisht
Seva Medal,Army Com-
mander, Sapta Shakti
Command paid homage
to the Bravehearts by lay-
ing a wreath at Prerna
Sthal located in Jaipur.
A special book release
event was organised at
Sapta Shakti Auditorium
to mark the Vijay Diwas
celebrations. The Army
Commander released the
book ‘Sagat’, a biogra-
phy on Lieutenant Gen-
eral Sagat Singh, Padma
Bhushan, Param Vishisht
Seva Medal authored by
Major Chandrakant Sin-
gh, Vir Chakra (Retired).
Dhiraj Seth at Prerna Sthal in Jaipur on Saturday
The mangled vehicle involved
in the accident on Saturday.
Rupendrapal Singh was
brought from high security
jail of Dausa for the hearing.
RAJASTHAN 02
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FI TOON
SHEKHAR
LOW TURNOUT AT CONGRESS OFFICE
FOR HISTORIC DOCUMENTARY
VIJAY DIWAS TRIBUTE: SAGAT
SINGH’S LEGACY IN JAIPUR
THEFT ON BOARD TEJAS RAJDHANI EXPRESS
HC QUESTIONS ILLEGAL DRUG TRADE,
WANTS MEDICAL STORES REGULATED
JUDGE ABSENT, HEARING IN
KANHAIYA LAL MURDER DEFERRED
JUVENILE APPREHENDED FOR THREATENING
JEWELLER IN THE NAME OF LAWRENCE GANG
Special screening of a documentary
on the pivotal role of India Gandhi
in the creation of Bangladesh and
the historic events leading to the division
of Pakistan was done in Congress ofﬁce
here. However, the anticipated enthusiasm
from Congress leaders was conspicu-
ously absent during the event. The limited
turnout reﬂected a lack of interest, with
prominent Congress leaders and workers
notably absent. Despite the signiﬁcance of
the occasion and documentary’s relevance
in countering BJP’s nationalist narrative,
the PCC’s activities seemed sluggish and
unresponsive.
Sagat Singh made history by estab-
lishing Bangladesh in under thirteen
days. His son, Rtd Col Ranvijay
Singh spoke at a programme organised on
the occasion of ‘Vijay Diwas’ on Satur-
day at Sagat Singh Chowk, at Jharkhand
Mahadev Mod in Jaipur. He said that his
father was a 3-star general in Indian Army,
a recipient of the ‘Param Vishisht Seva
Medal,’ and a renowned participant in the
Goa Liberation War and the Bangladesh
Liberation War.
Kota: A case of theft of around Rs 68 lakh has
come to light from New Delhi-Mumbai Tejas
Rajdhani Express. According to the information,
a Delhi-based jeweller had given cash worth Rs 36.5
lakh and jewellery worth Rs 33 lakh to his employee,
Lohit Regar, to send to Mumbai. The jeweller’s servant
was going to Mumbai in the New Delhi-Mumbai Tejas
Rajdhani Express. There were two attendants in his
coach and they knew about him carrying the valu-
ables. They told him that checking is going on and he
should leave the bag with them as no one would doubt
them. When train stopped at Kota station, both the at-
tendants ﬂed with the bag full of cash and jewellery.
Jodhpur: Justice Farzand Ali of
Rajasthan HC has taken suo motu
cognizance of ﬂourishing illegal drug
trade  has questioned the Central and
State government.
He said, “We have
come across sev-
eral cases in which
a large number
of pills contain-
ing psychotropic
substances have
been seized and a case has been regis-
tered under the NDPS Act.” Justice Ali said
that usually, the investigating agency nabs
accused who carry the pills or from whom
the pills are recovered and the matter ends
there. But the police are unable to reach
the real drug dealers.
Jaipur: Hearing in Kanhaiya Lal
murder case was adjourned in
NIA court on Saturday due to the
absence of Judge Ravindra Kumar II, who
was on leave. The court was scheduled
to announce charges but the hearing had
to be deferred. The accused in the case,
including Riyaz Jabbar, Mohammad Ghaus,
Riyaz Attari, Farhad Shaikh, Asif, Mohsin,
Wasim Ali, Mohd. Javed, and Muslim Khan,
are currently in judicial custody. The charge
sheet was presented on December 22,
2022, against 11 accused including two
Pakistanis. The investigation was pending
against accused Amjad and others in this
case. Riyaz and Mohd. Gaus were accused
of committing the murder on June 28, 2022.
The post-mortem report on Kanhaiyalal
revealed 26 injuries, with 15 deemed fatal.
A young individual from Jhansi district in UP
was apprehended for using a foreign number to
threaten the owner of a jewelry showroom. The
accused demanded a ransom of Rs 5 lakh, claiming
association with the Lawrence Bishnoi gang through
calls and texts. SP Amrita Duhan stated that on
December 12, Omprakash Soni, the proprietor of Su-
darshan Jewelers, which is located at the Sadar Bazar
police station, reported receiving WhatsApp calls from
a foreign number. When she did not answer, caller left
a message in which he identiﬁed himself as Nikki Brar
from the Lawrence Bishnoi Group and demanded Rs 5
lakh, threatening to murder her.
Husband kills wife to remove
‘hindrance’ from his love life
Girl raped in
bus: CMO
seeks report
BSF,NCB seize heroin
worth `12.4 cr in joint ops
CRIME
ROUNDUP
3 dead, 1 injured in
SUV, pickup collision
IN THE COURTYARD
Anandpal’s brother, uncle get 2 years in prison
Vimal Kothari
Jaipur
The Income Tax Depart-
ment’s raids, which be-
gan on Tuesday at 17 lo-
cations of three groups
involved in the packag-
ing business in Pali,
Pipliya Kalan and Jodh-
pur, ended on Saturday
wherein the officials
seized jewellery worth
Rs11.83 crore and cash
worth Rs 2.68 crore after
the taxpayers failed to
give satisfactory answers
and proof of income. Of-
ficials have claimed to
uncover black money
worth Rs 356 crore in
this action.
It is said that the maxi-
mum amount of black
money has been revealed
by the business group
and their associates in-
volved in the textile dye-
ing and printing business
in Pali. The amount of
undisclosed income with
the group is said to be Rs
226 crore. After this, it is
said that the next big un-
ravelling was reported
with the group involved
in cables and files busi-
ness in Pipliya Kalan
where an undisclosed in-
come of about Rs 80
crore was found. Mean-
while, about Rs50 crore
has been uncovered from
the packaging material
manufacturer from Jodh-
pur. The officials also
seized some documents
related to the manipula-
tion of share prices and
adjustment of capital
gains in Pipliya Kalan
and Jodhpur, which may
expose black money
worth crores of rupees.
According to informa-
tion received from relia-
ble sources, the raid took
place at the residences
and offices and locations
of associates of Bharat
Kumar Gogar and Piyush
Gogar, directors of the
Gogar Group associated
with textile dyeing and
printing business in Pali.
Whereas at various loca-
tions including residenc-
es, factories and offices
of Pankaj Shah and Ab-
hay Shah, directors of
Prem Cables and PG
Foils Group of Pipliya
Kala and at Shripal Raj
Lodha, director of Jodh-
pur’s packaging material
manufacturer Uma Poly-
mers Group and his busi-
ness associate Aditya
Singhvi.
Sources say that in the
raid, the officials have
also seized documents
related to inflated ex-
penses and adjustment of
expenses to hide income,
which will be analyzed
separately. This is ex-
pected to further increase
the Rs 356 crore undis-
closed income uncov-
ered so far.
Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur
At a time when the Mod-
el Code of Conduct was
in place in the state a big
scam has come to light in
Rajasthan State Mines
and Minerals Limited
(RSMM). The work of
limestone transportation
and loading in railway
wagons has almost come
to a standstill for the last
four months, in the lime-
stone unit of RSMM, in
Jaisalmer.
Due to this RSMM,
Railways and the state
government have suf-
fered a revenue loss of
crores of rupees. Despite
this, no action is being
taken due to alleged col-
lusion with he contractor.
The contract for lime-
stone transportation and
loading into railway
wagons from Sonu Mines
to Railway Siding Sonu
at RSMM’s Unit was
awarded to M/s United
Coal Carriers Limited on
July 17 for three years.
As per the terms of the
contract, the contractor
was to start the work
within 30 days and com-
plete the target of trans-
portation and railway
wagon loading of 3 lakh
75000 metric tonnes per
month but the contractor
started the work after 75
days, on October 8 thus
failing to reach the target.
Now the transportation
work is being done under
police protection.
It may be noted that for
the last 30 years, the peo-
ple of the villages around
Sonu Mines have been
using their trucks for
transportation work. The
contractor has taken
away employment of the
locals and wants the
transportation done via
his trucks. Due to this,
about 350 trucks have
been standing here for
the last three-and-a-half
months.
On his part, the con-
tractor is unable to put to
use his trucks properly
and due to this the steel
production is on the
verge of collapse as
limestone from Sonu
Mines is transported to
various steel plants in the
country.
The contractor has
transported only 1 lakh
48402 tonnes thus caus-
ing a revenue loss of 13
lakh 26000 tonnes thus
causing huge loss to Rail-
ways, RSMM and the
stategovernment.
According to sources, the RSMM has suffered
a loss of about Rs 90 crore, Railways about Rs
500 crore and the state government to the
tune of about Rs 25 crore. But no action was
taken by the state government against any
officer in this regard.
RSMMscam:Limestonehaulage
halts,noactiontakenonguilty
Due to this RSMM,
Railways, state
govt suffering
losses in crores
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FROM SARPANCH TO CHIEF MINISTER
Bhajan Lal’s father wanted to make him a teacher
First India Bureau
Bharatpur
s soon as people
came to know
that Bhajan Lal
Sharma would be the
chief minister of Rajast-
han, celebrations broke
out in Atari village of
Bharatpur district.
Bhajan Lal, who was
once the Sarpanch of this
village, has become the
leader of the BJP legisla-
ture party and is going to
take oath as the next Chief
Minister of Rajasthan.
The Father of Bhajan
Lal, who comes from a
very ordinary family, is a
farmer and wanted his
son to become a govern-
ment teacher therefore he
got Bhajan Lal to pursue
B Ed but fate had some-
thing else in store. As
soon as Bhajan Lal’s
name was announced as
Chief Minister, celebra-
tions broke out and the
eyes of mother Gautami
Devi and father Kishan
Swaroop sitting in the
village were filled with
tears. He had no idea
that their son would ever
become the Chief Minis-
ter. Kishan Swaroop
said, “I made him pursue
B.Ed. It was the plan that
he would become a
teacher but when he
grew up, his destiny was
to become a leader, and
he became one.”
“My son liked leader-
ship so he went for it, I
never stopped him though
I knew politics was not
easy, one has to roam day
and night. It takes a lot of
hard work to be a suc-
cessful leader. Seeing
him do so much hard
work, I had once asked
him “What is there in this
leadership?” he said.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Municipal Corporation
Heritage Mayor Munesh
Gurjar and Hawa Mahal
MLA and Hathojdham
Mahant Balmukand
Acharya started the fort-
night cleanliness cam-
paign from Govind Devji
Temple on Tuesday.
Gurjar, Balmukand
Acharya and Commis-
sioner Rajendra Singh
Shekhawat along with
councillors, local public
representatives, locals,
officers and employees
swept the street of Jaini-
was Udhan, Kanwar
Nagar vegetable market
and the palanquin of Jal
Mahal for about 2 hours.
During this, they
sought cooperation from
citizens in keeping the
city clean. The campaign
was also started in Jaipur
Municipal Corporation
(Greater) by Mayor
Soumya Gurjar. Council-
lor  Chairman of Great-
er Municipal Corpora-
tion were also present.
Balmukand Acharya
said that Jaipur is a small
Kashi and a spiritual city,
where lakhs of tourists
come so it must be kept
clean. He also said that
encroachment would not
be tolerated and warned
the careless officers and
employees. Gurjar and
Balmukand Acharya ex-
pressed displeasure after
spotting garbage under
the kiosks near Govind
Devji temple.
Nirmal Tiwari
Bundi
A distressing incident
occurred today in the
Dabi forest area of Bun-
di where 4 leopards lost
their lives due to an elec-
tric shock. The accident
occurred as a result of a
33 KV power line wire
breaking. Tragically, 3
cows also succumbed to
current in the broken
wire in a nearby field.
The male  female
leopards, drawn to the
area to prey on cattle,
were electrocuted, along
with2cubs.ForestOfficer
Sanjay Sharma reached
thescene.Postmortemex-
aminations will be con-
ducted on Wednesday.
Vimal Kothari
Jaipur
The Investigation Branch
of the Income Tax De-
partment on Tuesday
started raids at 16 loca-
tions in Pali, Pipliya Ka-
lan and Jodhpur, adding
one more location in
Jodhpur in the afternoon.
This time, three groups
related to the packaging
business have come un-
der the target of the In-
come Tax Department,
whose turnover is said to
be worth crores of rupees.
The IT raid was con-
ducted under the leader-
ship of the Jodhpur office
of the department, in
which the officers and
employees of Jaipur 
Udaipur Commissioner-
ate and Investigation
Branch were also active-
ly cooperating. Depart-
mental officers conduct-
ed raids at 5 locations in
Pali, 5 in Pipliya Kalan
and 7 locations in Jodh-
pur till late night.
As per sources, the of-
ficials found cash worth
over `2 crore and docu-
ments related to invest-
ment in jewellery and
property. Also, docu-
ments related to inflated
expenses and adjustment
of expenses to hide in-
come were also seized,
which will be analysed
separately. A taxpayer
had even kept 2 separate
account books to hide in-
come from the depart-
ment. Additionally, the
officials discovered the
keys of about a dozen
lockers, which will be
opened soon to reveal the
undisclosed income.
Chief minister-elect Bhajan Lal Sharma with wife Geeta Sharma,
elder son Abhishek Sharma, younger son - Dr Kunal Sharma.
Munesh Gurjar, Balmukandacharya during the cleanliness drive
on Tuesday.
The male  female leopards, drawn to the area to prey on cattle,
were electrocuted, along with 2 cubs on Tuesday.
A police personnel during the Income Tax raids on Tuesday.
Bhajan Lal, who was
once the Sarpanch of
this village, has
become the leader of
the BJP legislature
party and is going to
take oath as the next
Chief Minister of
Rajasthan
A
POLL-TOON
SHEKHAR
`2crcash,dozenlockerskeys
seizedinITraidsat17locations
Perplexed and
surprised: The real
state of Rajasthan
bureaucracy!
Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur
The announcement of
Bhajan Lal Sharma’s
name as the new Chief
Minister of Rajasthan
has not only surprised
the bureaucracy but
also made the state’s
bureaucraticrealmper-
plexed. Now, the entire
bureaucracy will be in
a different avatar.Just
as the two political par-
ties and their two CMs
dominated the political
landscape in the state
every five years over
the past 2 decades,
similarly, the bureau-
cracy was also divided
into 2 separate camps
over these 2 decades.
Thistimetoowhenit
was realised that BJP
will form the govern-
ment, the bureaucrats
associated with the top
leadership of the saf-
fron party were ex-
tremely elated. When
severalnamesweredo-
ing the rounds regard-
ing CM face, officials
initiated a bid to renew,
refreshandrekindlethe
‘relationship’. Several
officers have even vis-
ited these politicians at
their Delhi and Jaipur
residences in the hope
thattheywouldbecon-
sideredforagoodpost-
ing. But now the offi-
cialsareperplexed.Itis
clear now that the rec-
ommendations of se-
nior leaders will be of
no use in the Bhajanlal
government and the
posting of officials will
be done on merit.
It is being said that
the appointment of CS
and CMO officials will
bedonefromDelhiand
word is that officials
sent on deputation will
be sent back to Rajast-
han for appointment on
these posts. This is
what has happened in
Haryana  UP. Inter-
estingly, the trio of CM
Bhajalal, Deputy CM
DiyaKumariDeputy
CMPremchandBairwa
have never been in the
government  have no
idea about bureaucracy
and officials in Rajast-
han and neither do the
officials have any con-
nection or contact with
them. Thus it will be
interesting to see who
forms the face of the
new bureaucracy and
how it will be!
The IT raids are being carried out at Pali, Pipliya Kalan  Jodh
Action on traders
ACTION ON BASIS OF
SECRET INFORMATION
As per sources, this
action has been
taken on the basis
of secret information about
the reduction in income tax
paid by all 3 groups and in-
adequate payment of income
tax. Departmental officials
analysed the information and
decided to take action if the
information appeared to be
correct. It is said that the raid
took place at the premises of
the Gogar Group involved in
the textile dyeing and print-
ing business in Pali.
In agricultural land Zone-13
Fourleopardsdied
duetoelectricshock
Munesh Gurjar, Balmukand Acharya carry
cleanliness campaign, sweep for 2 hours
CS Sharma holds
meeting over
Panchayati Raj
Outgoing Chief
Minister Ashok
Gehlot’s security
tightened
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Chief Secretary Usha
Sharma held a meeting
regarding points related
to the Panchayati Raj
with Additional Chief
Secretary Abhay Kumar
and other officers, who
joined through video-
conferencing.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The security cover for
three-time Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot has
been increased and the
state intelligence has de-
ployed five policemen
for his security which
include three Deputy
SPs, 1 Police Inspector
and 1 Sub Inspector.
Among the deputy SPs
are Deputy SP Kishori
Lal, Deputy SP Ramni-
was and Deputy SP
Neeraj Mevani.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Nominations did not
come on the first day of
the notification being is-
sued for the Srikaranpur
seat in Sriganganagar,
where elections were
postponed following the
death of Congress candi-
date Gurmeet Singh
Kunnar.
RO Subhash Chaud-
hary, Naib Tehsildar and
personnel kept waiting
but none came. The last
date to submit a nomina-
tion is December 19.
Eleven candidates, in-
cluding a woman, are in
the fray. Only the Con-
gress candidate has to
submit a nomination.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The Jaipur Development
Authority,onTuesday,de-
molished the new illegal
colony on about 3.5 big-
has of private agricultural
land in Zone-13 and made
it encroachment-free. In
Zone-04, the road border
in Milap Nagar was freed
from encroachment.
Chief Controller of En-
forcement Dharmendra
Kumar Yadav said the
road from Nangal Purohi-
tan to village Chetwala in
Zone-13 was acquired
without approval. An il-
legal colony was being
established. The process
ofrecoveryofexpensesof
JDA demolition proceed-
ingswillbeensuredbythe
concernedaspertherules.
A 2-km road was en-
croached upon  blocked
by earthen mounds and
fencing which caused in-
conveniencetothepeople.
Day1:Nonomination
onSrikaranpurseat
JDA razes illegal colony,
removes encroachment
First India Bureau
Tonk
In the midst of height-
ened political fervour in
Rajasthan, the desire
among party workers to
see their favoured leader
as Chief Minister reached
the pinnacle.
Neelima SinghAmera,
a retired teacher in Tonk,
ferventlyobserved‘Maun
Vrat” in hopes of seeing
former CM Vasundhara
Raje take the reins of the
state for the third time.
A dedicated BJP sup-
porter,Amera maintained
silence fasting for 12
days, immersing herself
in prayer at a home tem-
ple adorned with placards
expressing her wish for
Raje’s return to power.
After retiring from ser-
vice, Amera sought a
Congress ticket in the
2018 elections but was
denied of one. She then
joined BJP during Raje’s
public meeting in Tonk.
Neelima Singh during her fasting rituals in Tonk on Tuesday.
BJPsupporterholdsfastingto
showhersupporttoVasundhara
You read it in First india on
DECEMBER 13, 2023
Black money worth `356 cr recovered in IT raids
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HEARTWARMING MOMENT
Meghwal sings ‘Prabhu, mere avgun
chitt na dharo’ at airport, shares clip
First India Bureau
Jaipur
video of Union
Law Minister
Arjun Ram
Meghwal at Jaipur Air-
port has surfaced where
he is seen singing bha-
jans to Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya Maharaj.
Meghwal shared this
video on his Twitter ac-
count and wrote “Prab-
hu, mere avgun chitt na
dharo, samdarshi hai
naam tiharo, chaho toh
paar karo.” This means
that my beloved God, do
not pay attention to my
weaknesses or my de-
merits, do not think
about them, do not let
them enter your mind.
On Friday, Meghwal
met Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya Maharaj at
JaipurAirport. In the vid-
eo, Meghwal is singing
bhajans to Rambhadra-
charya in Bikaneri raga.
Ram Bhadracharya Ma-
haraj also joined Megh-
wal while he was singing.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The appointment and
oath-taking of two Dep-
uty Chief Ministers
Diya Kumari and
Prem Chand Bair-
wa was challenged
through a PIL on Satur-
day in the Rajasthan
High Court. Petitioner
Omprakash Solanki has
made the Governor,
Chief Minister, Chief
Secretary, Deputy
CMs Diya Kumari, and
Prem Chand Bairwa as
parties in the petition.
The petition men-
tioned that there is no
post of Deputy CM in
the Indian Constitu-
tion and there is no pro-
vision for appointment
to this post. Under Arti-
cles 163 and 164 of the
Constitution, the Gover-
nor appoints the Council
of Ministers only on the
recommendation of the
Chief Minister. Oath is
taken only under Article
163 and in that they ad-
minister oath to the
Chief Minister and his
ministers. But on Friday,
both of them took oath
calling themselves Dep-
uty CMs.
Shivendra Parmar
Jaipur
There will be prompt in-
vestigation and strict ac-
tion will be taken against
the culprits in paper leak
cases in the last five
years in Rajasthan. For
this, a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) will be
formed under the leader-
ship of an Additional
Director General of Po-
lice level officer.
The Home Depart-
ment has issued orders
to the Director General
of Police on the instruc-
tions given by Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma after assuming
charge on Friday. With
the formation of this
team, every case will be
thoroughly investigated,
which will prevent such
cases in the future.
Anti-Gangster Task
Force to be formed
Anti-Gangster Task
Force will be formed to
stop organized crimes
in the state and take
strict action against
criminals.
Arjun Ram Meghwal shared the video with Jagadguru
Rambhadracharya Maharaj on social media on Saturday.
Saina Nehwal in an award ceremony in Kota on Saturday.
ADG Dinesh MN ADG VK Singh
Diya Kumari Prem Chand Bairwa
A
DeputyCMs’appointment
challengedinHighCourt
Petition mentioned that there is no post of Deputy CM in the Constitution
Govt forms SIT for paper
leaks, AGTF to control crimes
ADG Dinesh MN to
head AGTF, ADG VK
Singh to lead SIT on
paper leaks
Abhimanyu
Poonia appointed
YC President
Edu dept issues
appt orders on
1.5k posts
R’bore: Forest
dept clears
encroachment
CM’sfatherstable,
stillunderobservation
SainaNehwalexpresses
interestinjoiningpolitics
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Youth Congress national
president Srinivas BV
has nominated MLA
Abhimanyu Poonia as
the President of Youth
Congress.
Along with this, Sud-
heendra Mund and Yas-
hveer Shura have been
made working presi-
dents.
Former Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot extended
warm congratulations to
Abhimanyu Poonia, Sud-
heendra Mund, and Yas-
hveer Shura for their new
roles. Gehlot, in a post on
social media platform X,
expressed confidence in
their ability to provide
strong leadership.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
After the new govt was
sworn-in, the Education
Dept has issued appoint-
ment orders on about 1.5
thousand pending posts.
These include 824 teach-
ers while 528 are com-
puter instructors. Director
of Secondary Education
Kanaram has issued sepa-
rate orders for appoint-
ment to 114 posts of Gen-
eral teacher Level 2, 686
of Geography lecturer
and 124 posts of teacher
Level 2 Social Science.
528 computer instructors
have been appointed.
On the basis of selec-
tion for Teacher Recruit-
ment 2022, appointment
orders have been issued
for the post of general
teacher in primary and
upper primary schools.
Nirmal Tiwari
Sawai Madhopur
In an ongoing effort to
reclaim forest land in
Sawai Madhopur, an
operation led by Range
Officer Deepak Kumar
Sharma successfully
cleared encroachments
from 96 bighas of for-
est area. Encroachers
had unlawfully occu-
pied several hundred
bighas of land in Sawai
Madhopur for an ex-
tended period. Follow-
ing the directives of
Conservator of Forest
Shravan Kumar Red-
dy, continuous identifi-
cation and removal of
encroachments are be-
ing conducted.
Yesterday, a signifi-
cant portion spanning
122 bighas was
cleared.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The health condition of
CM Bhajanlal Sharma’s
father, Kishan Swaroop
Sharma, remained stable
as he received treatment
at SMS Hospital.
Admitted due to a uri-
nary issue last night,
Kishan Swaroop, who is
also suffering from asth-
ma and hypertension, is
under the care of the
Medical ICU team. The
sudden halt in urine
output prompted the ad-
mission but doctors re-
port an improvement in
his health.
The family and
medical professionals
are closely monitoring
Kishan Swaroop
Sharma’s health, aiming
for a steady recovery
from the recent health
concern.
First India Bureau
Kota
Badminton sensation
Padmashree Saina Ne-
hwal expressed her views
on the prospect of enter-
ing the realm of politics,
emphasizing the need for
comprehensive under-
standing before taking
the plunge.
Nehwal was in Kota to
attend an award ceremo-
ny at a private institute on
Saturday.
Talking to reporters,
the badminton star ac-
knowledged her interest
in politics but stressed
the significance of learn-
ing and understanding
the intricacies of the
field.
Saina affirmed that, for
now, her primary focus
remains on her game.
She underlined the im-
portance of dedicating
time to comprehensively
grasp politics before ven-
turing into it.
Abhishek Shrivastav
Jaipur
There is an update regard-
ing the B2 bypass proj-
ect. The underpass has
crossed both sides. The
underpass has been built
between Jawahar Circle
and Mansarovar.
A CC road has been
constructed on both
sides. A road is being
constructed in the under-
pass section.The aim is to
complete road construc-
tion and finishing work.
The target is to com-
plete the finishing work
by January 15.Adecision
will be taken after the un-
derpass is ready. JDAwill
take decision regarding
starting traffic movement
in this. Work on huge
monument gates on both
sides of the underpass is
going on.
Beniwal
resigns as
Nagaur MP
Hanuman Beniwal,
MP from Nagaur
district of Rajasthan,
has resigned from his
post. He submitted his
resignation to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla. He is
the supremo of Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party. In the
recently held Rajasthan
Assembly elections
2023, he was elected
MLA from Khinwsar for
the fourth time.
B2 bypass work underway, to
be completed by January 15
A dedicated team
of senior doctors
is overseeing
his treatment
The petition
mentioned that there
is no post of Deputy
CM in the Indian
Constitution and
there is no provision
for appointment to
this post
In the video,
Meghwal is
singing bhajans to
Rambhadracharya
in Bikaneri raga.
Rambhadracharya
Maharaj also
joined Meghwal
while he was
singing
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mate  Sum-
mit in Dubai
dedicated a
day to dis-
cussing urbanisation as the
most vulnerable part of hu-
man society to the effects
of climate change. In cities,
dense population, lifestyle,
piles of garbage, transpor-
tation systems, foodgrains,
and materials used for day-
to-day use, coming from
other places are the major
factors contributing to cli-
mate change and rising
temperatures.
Hence, due to this, there
are adverse effects on the
people both physically,
mentally and economical-
ly. This will leave more
lethal effects in future.
Keeping this in view, a
ministerial-level meeting
aimed at urban problems
and solutions was organ-
ised during COP 28 on De-
cember 6.
According to United Na-
tions estimates, almost half
of the world’s population is
living in cities and it will
reach close to 70 per cent
by 2050. Even now, this
half of the population is us-
ing two-thirds of the ener-
gy and 70 per cent of the
natural resources and is
emitting 70 per cent of car-
bon. With the increasing
population and decreasing
natural resources, in the fu-
ture population density and
changing lifestyles will
lead to unexpected increas-
es in temperature, and an
increase in air pollution
leading to natural disasters
and difficulties in living.
COP 28, running with the
theme of Unite –Act – De-
liver, reiterated the com-
mitment to work towards
solutions considering cities
as the main epicentre of
climate change. Last year,
at COP27, Sustainable and
Resilient Cities for the
Next Generation (SURGE)
was launched at the Egyp-
tian initiative. Taking this
forward this year’s discus-
sion focused on environ-
ment-friendly urban trans-
port, infrastructure, waste
management, etc. If ana-
lysed in the context of In-
dia, there is still a long way
to go in all these areas. At
the global level, the most
environment-friendly
countries like Norway,
Sweden, Denmark and
many other countries of
Europe have presented
their achievements by de-
veloping themselves as
environment-friendly
countries.
Before 2014, urban
transport in India was neg-
ligible to the extent of be-
ing a nightmare. Even in a
densely packed city like
Mumbai, transportation
was limited to local train or
bus services. As a result,
citizens had to rely on pri-
vate or rented vehicles
which were a major source
of air pollution.
The surprising thing is
that in the commercial cap-
ital of the country, no poli-
cymaker noticed the plight
of the passengers travelling
on local trains. Recently,
the operation of metro
trains started in Mumbai on
a limited basis, but changes
can be seen on those routes.
Additionally, private and
non-public transportation
is leading to excessive use
of fossil fuels, which is an
important reason for tem-
perature rise.
Although India’s non-
conventional energy devel-
opment programme has
been openly praised at the
international level, consid-
ering urban transport from
an environmental perspec-
tive, it is necessary to ex-
pand its reach to all those
cities where it is currently
limited or negligible. The
use of non-conventional
energy-powered resources
for public transportation in
the states of Gujarat, Odi-
sha, etc is exemplary for
other states.
For the first time in
Dubai, keeping in mind the
importance of waste man-
agement, a dedicated pa-
vilion was created in which
thematic discussions were
held. Open burning of
waste in cities, especially
in developing and least de-
veloped nations, is consid-
ered the primary reason for
carbon emissions and the
generation of toxic gases.
Due to this, the common
man suffers from many
diseases and his productiv-
ity is also adversely af-
fected. Therefore, from the
national level to the local
level, emphasis has been
laid on implementing sci-
ence and environment-
based waste management
system which is inclusive
and based on circularity
i.e. Cradle to Cradle ap-
proach. This means that
after its production, the
product should ultimately
reach its place of origin
post-consumption so that
the need for disposal re-
mains zero or negligible.
Current systems are linear
and limited to shifting
waste from one place to
another. Its separation and
processing are very impor-
tant.
The jungle of concrete
that we see in cities and
call it development also
causes pollution because
of mining that goes on be-
hind their construction.
With the apparent compro-
mise of public spaces,
there is a shortage of urban
lungs for residents; and for
the future, mining is like
digging graveyards. The
fact is also that increasing
urbanisation cannot be
stopped or controlled, but
there is a need to work on
a mission mode to use lo-
cal and environmentally
friendly resources for their
construction.
During the discussions,
diminishing public spaces
have also been a point of
concern. In the absence of
these, the common citizen
does not feel comfortable
and remains confined to his
work or home thus becom-
ing a victim of depression.
India was often criti-
cised internationally but
the present leadership has
given a befitting reply to
them too. In his address
during COP 28, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
made it clear at the very
beginning that we are not
responsible for rising tem-
peratures and climate
change but are increasingly
facing its adverse effects. It
is also a reality that energy
consumption in India is the
third highest in the world
but per capita emissions are
less than half of the world
average. PM Modi also
committed to addressing
climate change clearly by
presenting implemented
plans to balance develop-
ment and the environment.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
TOP
TWEETS
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
It is better to conquer yourself than
to win a thousand battles. Then the
victory is yours. It cannot be taken
from you, not by angels or by demons,
heaven or hell.
BUDDHA
RESOLUTIONS
OF SUMMIT
In COP 28, which is
unique in many ways, the
Loss and Damage Fund
was finally established and
by the end of the first week
it had received pledges
spearheaded by US$100
million by UAE to total sum
of about US$750 million.
Currently, the resolution
has kept The World Bank
to host this fund.It should
probably be implemented
in real terms and its ben-
efit should be passed on
to compensate for the ill
effects and devastation
of climate change on
the urban population.
COP is organised every
year, heads of state come
and adopt resolutions but
there is a lack of accounta-
bility which is missing link.
Without making this entire
process accountable, an-
swerable and responsible,
questions will be raised
on its usefulness.
CLIMATECHANGE
ANDURBANISATION
COP 28, running with the theme of Unite – Act –
Deliver, reiterated the commitment to work
towards solutions considering cities as the main
epicentre of climate change. Last year, at COP 27,
Sustainable and Resilient Cities for the Next
Generation (SURGE) was launched at the Egyptian
initiative. Taking this forward this year’s discussion
focused on environment-friendly urban transport,
infrastructure, waste management, etc. If analysed
in the context of India, there is still a long way to go
in all these areas
IN-DEPTH
ISRAEL CONTINUES
TO PUMMEL GAZA
TO DESTROY HAMAS
INTOLERANCE OF OTHERS’
OPINIONS A CONCERN
srael seems impervious to human suffering
in the aftermath of its war on Hamas and is
also not open to heeding the voice of US
President Joe Biden and India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. India recently voted in favour of a UN
General Assembly resolution for an immediate hu-
manitarian ceasefire. The resolution adopted by 153
member states was described by Israel as hypocritical
because it did not even name Hamas. India had ab-
stained on a similar vote in October. Jerusalem has
repeatedly rejected calls for halting the war. Even
after the recent UN resolution Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s spokesperson Oflr Gendel-
man said that “a ceasefire can only be reached after
Hamas is defeated”.Aceasefire at this stage will only
serve Hamas, which desperately needs respite for an
opportunity to reorganise. Israel’s point may be val-
id but the deaths and sufferings of innocent Palestin-
ians, in dire need of humanitarian aid, cannot be ig-
nored. It must find a way for aid to reach them.
I
ustice Sanjay Kishan Kaul of the Supreme
Court made a significant point when he
spoke of diminishing tolerance of others’
opinions and the need for judges to be bold. For the
latter he said that if they can’t be bold despite enjoy-
ing constitutional protection, then other organs of
administration should not be expected to be bold.
Justice Kaul was perhaps referring to some members
of the judiciary unable to take a stand against the
powers-that-be but he said that “this court has admin-
istered justice as it is
expected---without
fear or favour”. Still,
judges like Jagmo-
han Lal Sinha of the
Allahabad High
Court, who ruled
against former Prime
Minister Indira Gan-
dhi, are too rare to
find.
About tolerance of
contrarian views,
which hangs by a
thread, Justice Kaul’s
remark is equally
pertinent in today’s
context. “The whole
society works on a
system where people
must have tolerance
for each others’opin-
ion. I think that’s the
greatest message I
would like to give,”
Justice Kaul said on
his last day in office.
His concern was that
tolerance for contrary opinions was waning globally.
A Rand study on Western Europe said that “grow-
ing intolerance of others on grounds of race, religion
or ethnicity is an area of high public salience. The
report talks of “documented increase in support for…
extremist political parties and an apparent rise in
manifestations of intolerant attitudes…”
Religious extremism, gender bias and caste dis-
crimination is not new but there’s little effort to weed
it out so that, as Justice Kaul said, “the world remains
a large place, doesn’t become a small place”.
J
Justice Kaul was
perhaps referring to
some members of
the judiciary unable
to take a stand
against the powers-
that-be but he said
that “this court has
administered justice
as it is expected---
without fear or
favour”. Still, judges
like Jagmohan Lal
Sinha of the
Allahabad High
Court, who ruled
against former
Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, are
too rare to find
T
Elevating Surat Airport under Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi Ji’s guidance, the Union Cabi-
net’s green light sparks a transformation. Surat
becomes a bustling global hub, connecting international
explorers and catalyzing seamless trade for vibrant
diamond and textile industries. The anticipated
foreign investments and strengthened diplomatic
ties promise a landmark shift in the region’s
economic and strategic panorama.
Nitin Gadkari@nitin_gadkari
As the SENSEX hits
an all-time high,
India’s economic
prowess continues to
epitomise vitality. Foreign
investors uphold a bullish
stance on India’s market
strength.
Smriti Z Irani
@smritiirani
l Vol 5 l Issue No. 191 l RNI NO. RAJENG/2019/77764. Printed and published by Anita Hada Sangwan on behalf of First Express Publishers. Printed at Bhaskar Printing Press, D.B. Corp Limited, Shivdaspura, Tonk Road, Jaipur. Published at 304, 3rd Floor,
City Mall, Bhagwan Das Road, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302001, Rajasthan. Phone 0141-4920504. l Editor-In-Chief: Dr Jagdeesh Chandra l Managing Editor: Pawan Arora l Editor: Anita Hada Sangwan responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act
PERSPECT VE 04
Jaipur, Sunday | December 17, 2023 www.firstindia.co.in firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur thefirstindia thefirstindia thefirstindia
Dr Vivek S
Agrawal
The writer is specialist
on Urban Health and
Environment
Promoted by
Ashiana Housing Limited
 


	5. FOLLOW OUR WHATSAPP  CHANNEL TO 'READ FREE' THE FIRST INDIA
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER EVERYDAY, AND WIN EXCITING PRIZES
CLICK HERE
 


	6. अगर आप ह�
िबिल्डंग  कांट्रेक्टर
आपको ढूँढ रहा है वंडर
d§Sa gr_|Q AmnH$mo _m¡µH$m Xo ahm h¡ gwnañQma ~ZZo H$m
AJa Amn {~pëS¨J H$m§Q´oŠQa h¢ Vmo d§Sa Ho$ Srba go {_b| Am¡a
gwnañQma ~ZZo H$m _m¡µH$m hmW go OmZo Z X|
www.ﬁrstindia.co.in ﬁrstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur theﬁrstindia theﬁrstindia theﬁrstindia
Jaipur, Sunday | December 17, 2023 05
 


	7. VIKSIT BHARAT SANKALP  YATRA
Shah lauds Modi’s leadership for key achievements
ANI
Ahmedabad
nion Home
Minister Amit
Shah highlight-
ed key achievements and
transformative initiatives
undertakenbyPrimeMin-
ister Narendra Modi-led
central government while
addressing a gathering at
Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra on Saturday at
Changodar in Gujarat’s
Ahmedabad district.
Shah emphasized the
decisive actions against
terrorism, commemorat-
ing the success of surgi-
cal air strikes that served
as a deterrent against
bomb blasts, recalling a
time when such attacks
were a daily occurrence.
He praised the vi-
sionary leadership of
PM Modi, acknowledg-
ing the fulfilment of
long-standing aspira-
tions, such as the abro-
gation of Article 370
and the construction of
the Ram Temple.
The Home Minister
highlighted the govern-
ment’s ambition to create
two crore ‘Lakhpati did-
is’, underscoring the
commitment to women’s
economic empowerment.
Shah also lauded PM
Modi’s efforts in indus-
trial development, rais-
ing the standard of living
for 60 crore impover-
ished citizens and facili-
tating essential services
like water, grains, and
vaccinations.
Addressing the monu-
mental progress achieved
in the last decade, Amit
Shah expressed the
Prime Minister’s com-
mitment to extending the
benefits of schemes like
Ayushman Yojana to
every corner of the na-
tion. He urged citizens to
leverage their entitle-
ments, ensuring that no
one is left without access
to healthcare or essential
commodities.
He also pointed out the
stride made in ensuring
24-hour electricity to
every household, reflect-
ing on a time when pow-
er outages were a com-
mon concern.
Amit Shah recalled
historical challenges, in-
cluding the 2002 riots,
asserting that the gov-
ernment’s strong re-
sponse has fostered an
environment of stability
and deterrence.
As part of the nation-
wide initiative, the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra
aims to promote the vi-
sion of a developed and
empowered India.
Union HM Amit Shah addresses the crowd during ‘Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra’ at Changodar in Ahmedabad on Saturday.  ANI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik of Oman hold bilateral talks at
Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Saturday.  ANI
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India,Omanadoptvision
documenttoexpandties
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Oman’s Sultan
Haitham binTarik on Sat-
urday firmed up a vision
document to significantly
expand bilateral coopera-
tion in around 10 key ar-
eas and pushed for con-
cluding a trade pact as
early as possible during
their “productive” talks.
PM Modi and the Om-
ani ruler also discussed
the situation arising out
of the Hamas-Israel con-
flict, the challenge of ter-
rorism as well as the
larger need to try and
achieve a two-state solu-
tion to the Palestine issue
as a way forward, ac-
cording to Foreign Secre-
tary Vinay Kwatra.
The two sides also an-
nounced the third tranche
of Oman-India joint in-
vestmentfundworthUSD
300 million (around Rs
2,500crore)that would be
used for channelising in-
vestment into the fastest
growing sectors of the
Indian economy.
External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar, Union
Minister of Commerce
 Industry, Piyush Goy-
al, Union Minister of
State V Muraleedhraran,
and Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra were also
present in the meeting.
PM Modi, Oman Sultan Tarik hold talks
PM TO VISIT SURAT AND VARANASI FROM TODAY
VICE PRESIDENT DHANKHAR MEETS OMAN SULTAN
New Delhi: PM Narendra Modi will visit Surat in Gu-
jarat and Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh on December
17 and 18. During his visit, the Prime Minister will
launch several infrastructure projects and is also expected
to announce a second Vande Bharat train between the
Varanasi city and New Delhi.
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar met with Oman Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik in the national capital on Saturday.
SecuritybreachMPs’
suspensionnotlinked
PTI
New Delhi
Three days following the
security breach in Parlia-
ment, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla wrote a letter to
all MPs, asserting that
there is no connection be-
tween the security breach
and the recent suspension
of 13 LS MPs.
A total of 13 MPs were
suspended on Thursday
“for creating a ruckus” in
the House over their de-
mand for a statement on
the breach. Among the 13
MPs suspended from the
Lok Sabha, nine are from
the Congress, two from
the CPM, one from the
CPI, and one from DMK.
SpeakerBirla,inhislet-
ter, said that it is “unfortu-
nate” that some members
and political parties are
linking the decision of the
House to suspend some
memberstotheParliament
security lapse incident.
“This is unwarranted.
Thereisnoassociationbe-
tween the suspension of
honourable members and
the incident which took
place on December 13,
2023,” the letter read.
Lok Sabha Speaker writes to MPs...
COPS KEEPING A CLOSE
EYE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
POSTS OF LALIT JHA
New Delhi: The
Special Cell of Delhi
Police said it was
keeping a close eye on the
social media posts of Lalit
Jha, the alleged master-
mind of the
Parliament
security
breach. Some
posts of Lalit,
one of which
states, “What
India needs is a bomb”, are
under the lens, the Special
Cell informed. Sources
in Delhi Police said Lalit
dropped the “What India
needs is a bomb” post on
his social media handle
on October 26, weeks
before the Parliament se-
curity breach on December
13, Wednesday.
Timeshavechanged,liesdonot
getvotes, workdoes: JPNadda
PTI
Shimla
Times have changed and
the report card speaks.
Lies do not get votes but
work does, BJP chief JP
Nadda said on Saturday.
He said this while ad-
dressing a gathering at
Bilaspur in Himachal
Pradesh, where a felicita-
tion function was organ-
ised by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP).
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has not only
delivered what he had
promised, but also what
was not promised and
people have faith in his
guarantees, the BJP
chief said, adding that
the Congress resorts to
lies in order to get votes
while the BJP works for
the welfare of the coun-
try’s people and thus,
gets elected.
Nadda said the BJP-
led Centre has given Rs
3,378 crore to Himachal
Pradesh and added that
the prime minister con-
siders the hill state as his
second home and would
leave no stone unturned
to help the people here.
Taking a dig at the
state government led by
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, Nadda
said there is only one
guarantee of the Con-
gress — that the guaran-
tee would not be fulfilled.
There is unity in diversity in India: Rajnath
PTI
Chennai
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Saturday
said a concerted cam-
paign to challenge the
foundational aspects of
India was on, but this
misguided interrogation
was historically inaccu-
rate and betrayed a lack
of understanding.
Despite the immense
diversity in terms of lan-
guages, religions and cus-
toms, the people of India
were united by a common
thread of a shared culture
and heritage, he empha-
sised at the ‘Thirumurai
Thiruvizha’ celebrations.
Theone-daydivinefes-
tival was held on the oc-
casion of the celestial
wedding of Goddess
Meenakshi of Madurai
with Lord Sundareswarar.
The event held at
Neelankarai, East Coast
Road, saw the partici-
pation of 10 Saiva
Atheenams (Mutt Pon-
tiffs), former MLC and
BJP national co-in-
charge of Tamil Nadu
Ponguleti Sudhakar
Reddy, among others.
Campaign on to challenge
Never thought that I
would get this post: Sai
ANI
Raipur
Newly elected Chhattis-
garh CM Vishnu Deo Sai
on Saturday expressed
astonishment at becom-
ing the chief minister of
Chhattisgarh saying that
he is a farmer’s son, got
responsibilitiesatayoung
ageandhadneverthought
he would get this post.
“I am a farmer’s son
and got responsibilities at
a young age. I never
thought that I would reach
this post. I was elected
legislator two consecutive
times and remained MP
four times. I also worked
as MoS under PM
Modi’s guidance. I am
grateful to the party that
a huge responsibility has
been given to me,” Vish-
nu Deo Sai told ANI.
C’garh CM’s candid conversation
All culprits arrested in
Belagavi case: DKS
ANI
Mumbai
Amid the BJP planning a
nationwide protest over
the stripping and parad-
ing incident at Belagavi,
Karnataka Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar has said
all culprits involved in
the incident have been ar-
rested and none will be
spared at any cost.
A 42-year-old woman
in the Belagavi district
was stripped, assaulted
and paraded after her son
allegedly eloped with an-
other woman.
Shivakumar said, “Our
government swung into
action immediately after
learning of the incident.
We have arrested all the
culprits. The law will
take its course and there’s
no question of shielding
or protecting anyone.”
Assam to
introduce bill to
ban polygamy in
February 2024
Agencies
Disput
A bill to ban polygamy
will be introduced in the
next session of theAssam
assembly to be held in
February, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma has said.
The bill has been for-
mulated after months of
consultations with vari-
ous individuals and or-
ganisations.
Talking to reporters,
Sarma said, “The bill to
ban polygamy will be
placed on the floor of the
Assam assembly which
will commence from
February 4.”
The chief minister had
earlier said that some
points would be incorpo-
rated in the bill with the
objective to stop “Love
Jihad” in the state.
Cong’s online crowdfunding
campaign ‘Donate for Desh’
First India Bureau
New Delhi
The Congress on Satur-
day announced that it
will launch an online
crowdfunding campaign
“Donate for Desh” aim-
ing to empower the party
in creating a better India
in equal resource distri-
bution and opportunities.
Addressing a press
conference held at AICC
headquarters here, Con-
gress leader and MP KC
Venugopal said, “Con-
gress is going to launch a
crowdfunding campaign
named Donate for Desh,
which will be launched
by Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
December 18.”
Talking about the cam-
paign, the Congress Gen-
eral Secretary said “Our
inaugural campaign ‘Do-
nate for Behtar Bharat’
commemorates the 138-
year journey of the Indi-
an National Congress.
Embracing our history,
we invite supporters to
donate multiple of
amounts symbolizing the
party’s enduring commit-
ment to a better India.”
Diplomatic Dialogue
Today we are
adopting a new
India-Oman joint
vision, a
partnership for
the future. In this
joint vision,
concrete action
points have been
agreed upon in
ten different
areas. I am
confident that the
joint vision will
give a new and
modern shape to
our partnership.
NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla. 
JP Nadda being garlanded in presence of Anurag Singh Thakur,
Himachal Pradesh Leader of Oppn Jai Ram Thakur and party leaders
during a felicitation ceremony, in Bilaspur on Saturday.  ANI
Karnataka Dy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar.  ANI
Congress General Secretary KC Venugopal addresses a press
conference, in New Delhi. FILE
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai.  FILE
Rajnath Singh at “Thirumurai Thiruvizha” festival, in Chennai.
BJP MP SLAMS CONG
OVER BELAGAVI CASE
Belagavi: BJP MP
Aprajita Sarangi on
Saturday targeted
the Congress-led Karnataka
govt over the Belagavi in-
cident. “It is an unfortunate
incident. PM Modi and party
president JP Nadda have
nominated us to come here,
they want to know what the
situation is here. We have
come here to see under
what circumstances this
incident took place,’’ BJP
MP Aprajita Sarangi said.
Our inaugural campaign ‘Donate for Behtar Bharat’
commemorates the 138-year journey of the Indian
National Congress. Embracing our history, we invite
supporters to donate multiple of amounts
symbolizing the party’s enduring commitment to a
better India.
KC VENUGOPAL, CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY
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Agencies
New Delhi
The Biden administra-
tion has briefed five In-
dian-American lawmak-
ers on the indictment of
Indian national Nikhil
Gupta in the foiled assas-
sination plot against
Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, chief of Sikhs for
Justice, in the US.
Congress representa-
tives Ami Bera, Pramila
Jayapal, Ro Khanna, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, and Shri
Thanedar received the
classified briefing Friday
on the murder-for-hire
charges against Gupta,
one of the prime accused
in the case, and released a
joint statement.
Calling the allegations
against Gupta “deeply
concerning”, the law-
makers in a joint state-
ment said: “We welcome
the Government of In-
dia’s announcement of a
Committee of Enquiry to
investigate the murder
plot and it is critical that
India fully investigate,
hold those responsible,
including Indian govern-
ment officials, accounta-
ble, and provide assur-
ances that this will not
happen again.”
“We believe the US-
India partnership has
made meaningful impact
on the lives of both of our
people, but we are con-
cerned that the actions
outlined in the indict-
ment could, if not appro-
priately addressed, cause
significant damage to
this very consequential
partnership,” they added.
First India Bureau
New Delhi
The BSF held its first “Vi-
jay Diwas Parade” here
on Saturday to commem-
orate the 1971 Bangla-
desh Liberation War that
saw a historic victory of
the Indian armed forces
against Pakistan.
BSF Director General
Nitin Agrawal took the
salute of the ceremonial
parade at the Chhawla
campoftheborder-guard-
ing force in southwest
Delhi and paid homage at
the martyr’s memorial,
the force said on X.
This was the first time
that a full “Vijay Diwas
Parade” was held by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) at the force level.
Earlier, respective battal-
ions and units held their
own events to pay trib-
utes to the personnel who
laid down their lives dur-
ing the 1971 war, a senior
officer told PTI.
Agencies
Thiruvananthapuram
Union Minister for Fi-
nance and Corporate Af-
fairs, Nirmala Sithara-
man, said on Saturday
that the youth of the coun-
try should strive to build
a 'Viksit Bharat' (Devel-
oped India) by 2047.
The Union Minister
added that youth are rev-
ving to take India's devel-
opment to the next stage.
The youth should
make use of opportuni-
ties available to them to-
day and pursue skills
based on their aptitude,
said Sitharaman. She
asked the students to
make use of the 'Digital
Revolution' by selective-
ly filtering credible, reli-
able and legitimate infor-
mation from the flood of
information. The Minis-
ter also asked the stu-
dents to remain positive
and constructive mem-
bers of the society.
Blending education
with patriotism will cre-
ate eminent students who
effectively contribute to
society. Each student has
the potential to be a job
creator in today's India,
as areas such as space
and atomic sectors have
benefitted from partici-
pation of private sector,
said Sitharaman.
Agencies
Srinagar
About 250 to 300 terror-
ists are present at launch-
pads across the border
waiting to infiltrate
Jammu and Kashmir, a
top BSF officer said on
Saturday. The officer,
however, added that secu-
rity forces were alert and
would foil any cross-bor-
der infiltration attempts.
There are intelligence
inputs that 250-300 ter-
rorists are waiting at
launchpads, but we and
theArmy have dominated
all the vulnerable patches
and are alert, Inspector
General, BSF, Ashok Ya-
dav said in Pulwama dis-
trict of south Kashmir.
ANI
Indore
Over 17,000 school and
college going girls have
received self-defence
training on Nirbhaya Di-
was in Madhya Pradesh's
Indore district.
Girl students of all the
schools and colleges run-
ning in the city were
called to the stadium and
so were trainers to teach
self-defence techniques.
The district adminis-
tration, BJP National
General Secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya,
BJP Lok Sabha MP
Shankar Lalwani, BJP
MLA Mahendra Hardiya
were also present in the
program. During this,
BJP leader Vijayvargiya
administered oath to the
children for self-defence.
President of JWALA
organisation Dr Divya
Gupta said, Today,
17,800 girls learned self-
defence skills together
here. Before this the re-
cord of 7000 children
was made in Agra city.
World Book of Records
London has given a cer-
tificate for it considering
it as the largest number of
girls receiving training at
a time in Indore.
PTI
Jaipur
Aman Raj of Patna pro-
duced a superb chip-putt
on the last hole to post an
error-free final round of
four-under 66 and secure
his fourth career win by
one shot at `1 crore
Jaipur Open on Saturday.
The 28-year-old had a
4-day total of 19-under
261 at the Rambagh Golf
Club. The win was also
Aman’s third of the year
and his second at the
Jaipur Open, an event he
won previously in 2018.
Greater Noida’s Saptak
Talwar (64-65-71-62) and
Gurugram’s Sunhit Bish-
noi (65-67-68-62)
claimed tied second place
at 18-under 262 after they
shot scores of 8-under 62,
the best rounds of the
tournament. The winning
chequeofRs15lakhlifted
Aman from fourth to sec-
ond position in the TATA
Steel PGTI Ranking.
STOCK MARKET WATCH
THE PACE OF RISE MAY SLOW DOWN, BUT WILL NOT STOP
n the dynamic
landscape of
the Indian
stock market, a sus-
tained bullish trend is
captivating investors’
attention, backed by the
strategic moves of for-
eign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs).
After a significant re-
duction in their posi-
tions last November,
FIIs are now eyeing the
robust Indian economy,
hesitatingly waiting for
an opportune moment
amidst the current bull-
ish phase.
Market analysts said
that FIIs offloaded
shares worth Rs 75 thou-
sand crores throughout
2023 until November.
However, in Decem-
ber, there was a notice-
able shift as FIIs re-en-
tered the market by pur-
chasing shares worth Rs
29,700 crores.
This indicates a sub-
stantial surplus of Rs 45
thousand crores waiting
to be reinvested, cou-
pled with fresh invest-
ments on an annual ba-
sis. The injection of new
funds is anticipated to
propel the market fur-
ther upwards, as histori-
cal data attests to the
market’s responsiveness
to fresh capital.
Readers are encour-
aged to revisit earlier
articles highlighting the
pivotal role played by
Indian investors, pre-
dominantly through
Systematic Investment
Plans (SIP), in propel-
ling the market to new
heights.
Despite a momentary
deceleration, the influx
of crores of rupees into
the market every month
from domestic investors
underscores the overall
bullish sentiment, assur-
ing a positive trajectory.
Reflecting on the re-
cent week, ending on
December 15th, the
market experienced a
consistent upward trend.
Contributing factors in-
cluded institutional in-
vestors’ buying spree, a
drop in crude oil prices,
and indications of future
interest rate reductions
by the US Federal Bank
in 2024.
During the week, FIIs
purchased shares worth
Rs 18,858.34 crores,
counteracted by domes-
tic institutional inves-
tors (DIIs) selling shares
worth Rs 2,592.35
crores. This propelled
both BSE and NSE indi-
ces upwards, with mid-
cap and smallcap indi-
ces following suit.
Looking ahead, trad-
ers anticipate the posi-
tive momentum to per-
sist. Sectors such as
auto, bank, IT, infra-
structure, and pharma,
along with select com-
panies like Tata Motors,
Reliance Industries,
JSW Infra, HPCL,
BPCL, and Adani Port,
are currently deemed
safe investments.
However, traders cau-
tion that even reputed
stocks may face down-
turns during periods of
market sentiment weak-
ness.
In the current week,
investors have the op-
portunity to explore
IPOs from eight compa-
nies, including Jaipur’s
Motisons Jewellers
Limited, listed on the
main board. Addition-
ally, seven IPOs are
available on the SME
platform.
Notably, Denta Water
and Infra Solutions Lim-
ited have submitted its
draft red herring pro-
spectus (DRHP) to
SEBI, signaling contin-
ued market dynamism.
The views expressed in this
article are the author’s per-
sonal opinion, and it’s dis-
closed that the author, as
well as family members and
acquaintances, may have in-
vestments in the mentioned
companies
I
Vimal
Kothari
Associate Editor, First
India News  Senior
Journalist
IndiaWomenScriptHistoricWin
Indian players pose with the trophy after winning the one-off Test cricket
match against England, at DY Patil Stadium, in Navi Mumbai on Saturday.
PTI
Aman Raj clinches Jaipur
Open title in final-hole thriller
Aman Raj in action on day
3 of the Jaipur Open at
Rambagh Golf Club on Friday.
Over 17000 girls receive
self-defence training
“Over250terroristsareat
launchpadsacrossborder”
The training program was organised by a social organisation
JWALA at Nehru Stadium in Indore, MP on Saturday. ANI
Army soldiers pay homage to martyrs on the
occasion of Vijay Diwas at Balidan Stambh, in
Jammu on Saturday.  PTI
Tri-service personnel pays tribute at the
National War Memorial on the occasion of
Vijay Diwas, in New Delhi on Saturday. PTI
Senior officers from the Army, Navy and Air Force
pay respect to the fallen heroes during the Vijay
Diwas celebration in Mumbai on Saturday. ANI
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan, Chief
of Army Staff General Manoj Pande, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R. Hari Kumar
and Vice Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Amar Preet Singh pay tribute.  PTI
Tribute to fallen soldiers  to commemorate victory over Pakistan
VIJAY DIWAS
BSForganisesits1stparadein
Delhitomark1971warvictory
Youth should strive to build Viksit Bharat: FM
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman interacts with veteran BJP
leader O Rajagopal during the 'Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra', in
Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday. PTI
USbriefsIndian-American
lawmakersonNikhilGupta
EXERCISE ZERO TOLERANCE FOR TERROR
ACTS, THEIR SPONSORS: INDIA AT UN
United Nations: India's Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations, Ruchira Kamboj,
called on the UN to exercise zero tolerance
against the terror groups and their sponsors, adding
that the illicit traffic of small arms and light is a key
enabler for sustaining conflicts by armed and terror-
ist groups. The illicit traffic of small arms and light
weapons and related ammunition is a key enabler for
sustaining conflicts by armed and terrorist groups. This
necessitates the need for coordinated efforts by states
to limit the acquisition of small arms and light weapons
by such actors. It is therefore important that this coun-
cil exercise a zero tolerance for terror actors and their
sponsors, their possession and misuse of small arms
and light weapons, Kamboj said. While speaking at
the UNSC Open Debate, she highlighted that India
has suffered from cross-border terrorism and violence
carried out by terrorist groups using illicit weapons.
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
z Northeast celebrates
52nd anniversary of ‘Vijay
Diwas’
z Uttarakhand CM Dhami
honours martyrs of 1971 war
z Eastern Naval Com-
mand pays homage to 1971
war heroes on ‘Vijay Diwas’
z General Commanding-
Dakshin Bharat Area com-
memorates ‘Vijay Diwas’
z MP CM Mohan Yadav
pays tribute to fallen heroes
Nirbhaya Diwas in Indore
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Focus not on  who is impressed by you- that is a
mere eyewash, a fallacy! Focus on what or who
inspires you, therein lies the way of your life.
Dr JAGDEESH CHANDRA, CMD  Editor-in-Chief
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TAKING STOCK OF BJP’S VICTORIES  DEFEATS
BJP heads to give detailed report to top brass
Pankaj Soni
Jaipur
JP National
President JPNa-
dda and Nation-
al Organisation General
Secretary BL Santhosh
will take detailed reports
from the BJP state heads
regarding the victory and
defeat in five states.Apart
from this, the BJP will
also discuss its ‘Mis-
sion-323’ for the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
National President Na-
dda has called for an im-
portant meeting of BJP
national officials, BJP
state presidents, state or-
ganisation general secre-
taries, state in-charges,
state co-in-charges and
Morcha presidents on
December 22 and 23.
Letters have been sent
to all the state heads re-
garding the meeting,
which is expected to start
at BJP headquarters at 3
pm on December 22.
In the meeting, the re-
sults of the Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana and
Mizoram Assembly elec-
tionswillbediscussedand
the BJP state presidents
will give a detailed report
on the election results of
their respective states.
Rajasthan BJP state
president CP Joshi will
present the report regard-
ing the elections. CM
Bhajan Lal Sharma is
also likely to be present
on the occasion.
On December 23, JP
Nadda and BL Santosh
will hold separate discus-
sions with BJP State Or-
ganisation General Sec-
retaries of all the states.
B
Wearemovingtowardsrealising
dreamofdevelopedIndia:Sharma
Aishwary Pradhan
 Bharat Dixit
Jaipur
CM Bhajanlal Sharma
said that it is govt’s prior-
ity to extend the benefits
of government’s public
welfare schemes to every
poor. “We are moving
rapidly towards realizing
the dream of a developed
India under the leadership
of PM Modi, with every-
one and with everyone’s
trust. The basic mantra of
our government is service
to the poor and respect for
the deprived. In this se-
quence, the Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra has been
inaugurated,” Sharma
was addressing state level
program of launching Vi-
kas Bharat Sankalp Yatra
organized at the Maharani
College campus in Jaipur
on Saturday.
Sharma said that this
yatra will make people
aware about the benefits
of various public welfare
schemes of the Govt of
India. The CM said that
India is an agricultural
country and the Govt of
India has kept farmer wel-
fare among its priorities.
He added that 280 well-
equipped chariots have
been sent by GoI.
This yatra will take benefits of GoI to deprived: CM
Devnani refutes claims
of resentment in BJP
‘Yatra’ will empower
underprivileged: Diya
MLA from Ajmer (N)  Assembly speaker Vasudev Devnani being
greeted by BJP members in Sikar on Saturday. Diya Kumari speaks at Pratap Auditorium, Alwar on Saturday.
Hukum Singh
Sikar
Vasudev Devnani, who
has been named as the as-
sembly speaker, on Satur-
day dismissed claims of
resentment among BJP
workers regarding the ap-
pointment of Bhajan Lal
Sharma as the CM.
Devnani emphasized
that such statements are
mere assumptions made
by individuals with oppo-
sitional mindsets. It was
the first visit of Devnani
to Sikar after being nomi-
nated as Speaker. He as-
serted that there is no dis-
cord within the party re-
garding the CM’s selec-
tion. Devnani said that the
national vice president
and former CM Vasund-
hara Raje had officially
announced the CM’s
name. During interaction
with media, Devnani ex-
pressed optimism about
the newly formed govern-
ment in Rajasthan.
Ashiwini Yadav
Alwar
Deputy CM Diya Kumari
flagged off ‘Viksit Bharat
SankalpYatraAbhiyan’at
a district level in Alwar,
marking a crucial initia-
tive to connect eligible
individuals with welfare
schemes of Central Govt.
She emphasized its sig-
nificance as a pivotal link
inensuringthatbenefitsof
welfare schemes reach all
deserving citizens.
During the inaugura-
tion, Diya Kumari high-
lighted the crucial role
that yatra will play in em-
poweringunderprivileged
individuals through the
Central Govt’s welfare
initiatives. She expressed
her commitment to fulfill-
ingPrimeMinisterNaren-
dra Modi’s vision of a
self-reliant and developed
India by empowering ev-
ery citizen, particularly
those who are economi-
cally disadvantaged.
Bairwa flags off Sankalp Yatra
Dy CM PC Bairwa in Niwai, Tonk
Wajahat Akhtar
Tonk
Deputy Chief Minister
Dr. Prem Chand Bairwa
commenced the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra by
flagging off Raths, spe-
cially designed vehicles,
fromTonk KrishiAudito-
rium on Saturday.
Addressing the gather-
ing at the district level
programme, Bairwa ex-
pressed gratitude for the
support and blessings re-
ceived from the people
towards the new govern-
ment. He encouraged
party workers to continue
their dedicated efforts,
assuring that their com-
mitment could lead to
significant responsibili-
ties in central or state
leadership. Taking a
swipe at the Congress, he
accused the party leaders
of misleading the public
and patronizing corrup-
tion during their rule.
RAS Yogesh
Shrivastava is
OSD to CM; 4
IAS put on APO
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur
CM Bhajan Lal Sharma
made several administra-
tivechangesinCMOafter
holding a meeting of the
officers. RAS officer Yo-
gesh Srivastava (2008
batch) was made the OSD
toCMwhileRASofficers
Gopal Singh and Sawan
Kumar were made special
assistantstoDyCMsDiya
Kumari and PC Bairwa
respectively.
Moreover, 4 IAS of the
Gehlot govt appointed in
the CMO were put on
APO. They are Principal
Secy to CM, Kuldeep
Ranka, Secy Gaurav Go-
yal,Aarti Dogra, and Spe-
cial Secy Rajan Vishal.
IFS officer Rajesh Gupta
was also put on APO.
Sukhbir S Jaunapuria greeting
PC Bairwa in Tonk on Saturday.
BL Santhosh and JP Nadda. FILE
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra
LEADERSEXTENDWISHESWHILERAVINDRASINGH
BHATI,DINESHMN,OTHERSMEETCMBHAJANLAL
On Saturday, people from far and wide met Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma and congratulate him on
becoming CM of the state. In response, CM Sharma
also greeted people with
great enthusiasm. Mean-
while, IPS Dinesh MN and
Hemant Priyadarshi also
met CM Bhajanlal Sharma
in CMO while several
MLAs also met CM. Inter-
estingly, independent MLA
Ravindra Singh Bhati also
met the Chief Minister and the meeting lasted for about 20
minutes in the CMO during which issues concerning Sheo
assembly constituency were also discussed. CM assured
BHati of providing all possible support.
(L) CM Bhajan Lal Sharma, Ramcharan Bohra, Rajyavardhan S Rathore  Kailash Verma during lighting of the lamp at ‘Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra’ held at Maharani College, Jaipur on Saturday. (R) CM Bhajan Lal Sharma addressing the event. NAIM KHAN
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma remembered the martyrs of the
1971 war by paying homage at Amar Jawan Jyoti on Saturday.
l Nadda, Santhosh
will seek report on
22  23 December
l Will also discuss
‘Mission-323’ for Lok
Sabha polls
BAIRWA ON X ON
ABSENCE OF LEADERS
AS HE TAKES CHARGE
Deputy Chief Minister
Premchand Bairwa
has given clariﬁcation
on the viral post at the taking
charge ceremony at the
Secretariat. Bairwa tweeted
on Saturday and said, “Lies
are being spread on social
media by some members of
the media and people from
the opposition during the
taking charge of ofﬁce. Un-
bridled lies are being spread
regarding the presence of
leaders. It has nothing to do
with reality. Please give your
suggestions for prosperous
Rajasthan. Do not spread
baseless news.”
JP Nadda and BL
Santhosh will take
detailed reports
from the BJP state
heads regarding the
victory and defeat in
five states in New
Delhi on Decemeber
22 and 23
By Tridib Raman
The author is a journalist and political commentator
and views expressed are his personal
FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL
Mirch Masala
...AND FINALLY
LOTUS WORSHIPING BOTH ‘MANDAL' AND ‘KAMANDAL'
he results of the Assembly
elections of ﬁve states have
brought a sense of pride on
the facse of the saffron party leaders
ad with this the electoral face of 2024
has started taking shape. With their
might, BJP strategists have united both
‘Mandal' and ‘Kamandal' politics and
have shown the skill of co-operation.
While in the announcements of the
Chief Ministers and Deputy Chief Minis-
ters in the three states, there has been
a juggling act to achieve caste balance
and there are strong preparations for
the next electoral battle of the na-
tion. On January 22, the historic Ram
temple is to be inaugurated in Ayodhya
by the Prime Minister, while in the very
next month i.e. in February, the PM
will inaugurate the grand Hindu temple
being built in Abu Dhabi. The construc-
tion of this grand temple at Abu Dhabi,
the capital of the United Arab Emirates,
has cost Rs 700 crore. This temple has
been constructed by ‘Bochasanwasi
Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha’. The 'Festival of Harmony' will
start here from February 10 and then
this temple will be inaugurated by PM
Modi on February 14. Apart from this,
there is also a big plan for door-to-door
distribution of the prasad of Ayodhya's
Ram temple and the BJP intends to
present a display of the power of devo-
tion in front of the Opposition parties.
T
ast month,
the marriage
ceremony of
Aakriti, daughter of Bihar
Congress state president
Akhilesh Prasad Singh,
was held in New Delhi.
A gathering of some big
leaders of Congress was
seen there. While Ghulam
Nabi Azad and Anand
Sharma also came for the
wedding, but the absence
of members of the Gandhi
family was felt by all. Nei-
ther Sonia, nor Rahul, nor
Priyanka were seen there.
Yes, Lalu Yadav was pre-
sent in that function the
entire time. Tariq Anwar
was Lalu's sidekick, there
was no special conver-
sation between these
two leaders. Meanwhile,
Shyam Sundar Dheeraj,
an old leader of Bihar
Congress, reached there,
Lalu called him and made
him sit on his right side
and was seen talking to
him cheerfully.
L
y handing over the command of Madhya
Pradesh to a Yadav leader, BJP has tried
to hit many birds with one stone. With this
initiative, the party has also given a clear message
to the Yadavs of Bihar and UP. The venue of Mo-
han Yadav's swearing-in ceremony
was plastered with posters of
PM Modi's schemes. This
swearing-in ceremony was
shown live in a planned man-
ner by installing huge screens
in Yadav dominated areas of
UP and Bihar. This way the
BJP warriors made a strat-
egy and tried their
best to break
into the Yadav
vote bank
of Lalu and
Akhilesh.
he Congress leadership wants to reward
Jagan Mohan Reddy's sister YS Sharmila
because she had worked hard to make
the Congress victorious in Telangana this time.
Sources reveal that Sharmila may merge her politi-
cal party i.e. ‘YSR Telangana Party'
with Congress in the coming
month of January. Congress
has proposed to Sharmila that
'she should prepare to contest
elections from Khammam Lok
Sabha seat.' Before this, she
can also get a big post in the
Congress organisation like
General Secretary
or in Mahila
Congress or
can also be
sent to Rajya
Sabha from
Karnataka.
B
T
BJP'S TRICK TO ENTICE YADAV VOTERS LALU IS THE CENTRE
OF ATTRACTION
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TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE
lia Bhatt set fashion standards with a
breathtaking yellow-coloured saree
for her best friend’s wedding festivities
and fans couldn’t help but shower her with
compliments, captivated by her beauty. P11
A
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n the world of fash-
ion, where trends
come and go, boho
dresses stand as a
testament to time-
less style and a cel-
ebration of individuality. Origi-
nating in the counterculture
movements of the 1960s
and 1970s, boho dresses
have transcended the dec-
ades, maintaining their al-
lure with a unique blend
of free-spirited charm
and eclectic elegance.
At the heart of boho
dresses is the bohemian
spirit, a rejection of con-
ventional norms in favour
of a more liberated, artis-
tic lifestyle. The term “bo-
hemian” itself suggests an
unconventional approach to
life and style, and this ethos is
beautifully embodied in the
flowing, relaxed designs of boho
dresses.
Boho dresses are characterized by
their diverse fabrics and patterns.
Flowing maxi dresses in earthy
tones, adorned with floral prints,
paisley patterns, and tribal mo-
tifs, showcase the rich tapestry
of influences that define boho
fashion.
One of the key strengths of
boho dresses lies in their ver-
satility. Whether it’s a casual
day out, a music festival, or a
beachside soiree, boho dress-
es effortlessly transition be-
tween occasions.
What sets boho dresses
apart are the intricate de-
tails and embellishments
that adorn them. Fringes,
embroidery, lace, and tas-
sels add a touch of whim-
sy and artisanal crafts-
manship, elevating these
dresses into wearable
works of art.
Boho dresses invite creativity
when it comes to styling. Pairing
them with ankle boots, wide-brimmed
hats, or layered jewellery enhances
the boho aesthetic. The beauty lies in
the mix-and-match approach, encour-
aging wearers to express their unique
personalities through their fashion
choices.
Boho dresses continue to captivate
fashion enthusiasts with their endur-
ing charm, embodying a spirit of free-
dom, individuality, and creativity. As
we navigate the ever-changing land-
scape of fashion, these timeless piec-
es serve as a reminder that true style
transcends trends, inviting us to em-
brace our unique selves with every
sway of a boho dress.
BohoBliss!
Boho fashion transcended trend, becoming a
timeless wardrobe staple for those seeking
comfort and touch whimsy in their attire. City
First makes you wear casually, for weekend
outings, dresses that embody a bohemian
lifestyle that values self-expression  creativity!
I
Tripti
Mahawar
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
JAIPUR, SUNDAY | DECEMBER 17, 2023
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WHAT’S NEXT?
BIRTHDAY FORECAST!
You may feel like
you’re slowly
ploughing
through mud, but
things are
starting to look
up. A weight has
been lifted and
you’re ready to
take flight. You
might soon be
back to your old
self again. At the
very least, it
somehow feels
easier to be you.
The time is right
to throw a party
or hang out with
a large group of
friends.
Sarah Paulson
SAGITTARIUS
DECEMBER 17
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or decades, marketers
of consumer goods de-
signed highly adorned
packages, deploying
bold colours, snazzy
text, cartoons and il-
lustrations to seize the attention of
shoppers. Conventional wisdom held
that with thousands of products com-
peting against one another in the aisles
of big box stores and supermarkets,
companies needed to do everything in
their power to make their products
stand out.
But recently, there’s been a move
toward simplicity. The stripped-down
packaging you’ll often see is reminis-
cent of the minimalist art that flour-
ished in the 1960s. A reaction against
overly complex, representative works,
the art that emerged in this period was
characterized by spareness and abstrac-
tion.Any elements deemed unnec-
essary were re- moved.
What’s behind
the move toward
elegant but unclut-
tered packaging de-
signs? Recent re-
search I conducted
with marketing profes-
sors Rosanna K. Smith
and Julio Sevilla ex-
plored whether shoppers
prefer this packaging –
and, if so, why.
When less is more
First, we wanted to see if
shoppers were willing to pay
more for products in these
packages. So we analyzed
over 1,000 consumer goods,
such as shampoo, deodor-
ant, crackers and cere-
al, from the largest
supermarket chain in
the U.S.
We had two research assistants code
for the extent to which the packaging
design was simple or complex. We then
averaged their ratings to create a meas-
ure of packaging design simplicity.
From this data, we found that products
in simple packaging generally had
higher retail prices than similar prod-
ucts that didn’t. The higher retail prices
indicate that shoppers are willing to pay
more for products in this packaging.
Next, across a series of experiments,
we recruited students from a public uni-
versity. We asked them to look at dif-
ferent packaged products and tell us
how much they were willing to pay for
those products, how many ingredi-
ents they thought the products might
have, and how pure they perceived the
products to be.
We found that the preference for sim-
ple packaging was because pared-down
designs sent a subtle yet powerful sig-
nal: purity. This happened because the
simplicity of the product package made
participants more likely to assume that
the product contained fewer ingredients,
along with fewer preservatives, added
colours or artificial flavours.
People will pay a premium for prod-
ucts that don’t have additives or chemi-
cals, whether it’s food, cleaning sup-
plies or soaps.This may explain why the
study’s participants were willing to fork
over more cash for products that appear
in simple packages – regardless of
whether they contain fewer ingredients.
Several brands illustrate the ability of
simple packaging to attract shoppers.
Kashi’s cereal boxes employ a muted
colour scheme and avoid overloading
the package with claims or extensive
product descriptions. Siggi’s yoghurt
containers embrace white spaces, mut-
ed colours and straightforward image-
ry, highlighting only the crucial product
details.
Native deodorant and body wash
packaging stands out with its clear
background paired with concise typog-
raphy. Hair care brands such as OUAI
and Hims often use muted colours and
simplistic typography to succinctly pre-
sent information about their products.
When less is less
However, simple packaging design
is not always effective. We found that
products from generic brands fail to
reap the same premiums from minimal-
ist packaging.Aproduct from a generic
brand does not have a brand name and
is typically sold at a lower price than
name-brand equivalents.
In the case of these products, the sim-
plicity of the packaging seems to align
with customers’ beliefs that generic
brands invest less in the quality of their
products. So the simplicity of generic
product packaging may signal a lack of
investment in the product rather than
fewer chemicals or food additives.
The desires of shoppers can also in-
fluence the preference for simple pack-
aging. When people seek healthier op-
tions, we find that they’ll pay more for
products with simple packaging. How-
ever, when consumers want to indulge
in junk food, they’ll be more inclined
to purchase products with complex
packaging, which signals many ingre-
dients and lower purity – qualities as-
sociated with more flavour.
So when it comes to minimalist aes-
thetics, less can often be more. But in
some cases, less is simply less.
SETTING
NEWBENCHMARKS
F
Lan Anh Nu Ton
Assistant Professor of Marketing,
Texas Christian University
Mind fool India tour: Prepare for an evening of
comedy, entertainment, and endless surprises. We
look forward to creating unforgettable memories
with you at MindFool- India Tour- Vir Das.
When: Dec 22 to Dec 24, 2023
Where: Deep Smriti Auditorium, Jaipur
Vedanta Half marathon: An event that promises
to be a celebration like no other with full
enthusiasm. #RunForZeroHunger promises to be a
thought provoking event.
When: Dec 17, 2023
Where: Hotel ITC Rajputana, Railway Station
Road, Jaipur
Diversity in comedy: To celebrate the diversity in
comedy, Jaipur Comedy Club brings you a one of
its kind show, an evening full of laughter!.
When: Dec 3, 2:30 am – Dec 31, 2:30 am
Where: Jaipur Comedy Club, Jawahar Lal Nehru
Marg, below MBA Chai Wala, Jaipur
WHAT’S JAIPUR WATCHING TODAY?
Do you want to add your establishment here? Email your details to cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Police
100
Fire
101
Ambulance
102/108
Child Helpline
1098
Help in Suffering
2760012
https://in.bookmyshow.com/
Movie: Sam Bahadur
Director: Meghna Gulzar
Cast  crew: Vicky Kaushal,
Fatima Sana Shaikh,
Sanya Malhotra, Kalki Koechlin,
Shantanu Srivastava,
Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub,
Edward Sonnenblick,
Neeraj Kabi, Ronnie Screwvala,
Bhavani Iyer, Shantanu Srivastava,
Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy, Gulzar,
Jay I. Patel, Nitin Baid
Cinepolis, WTP: 04:00 PM, 07:15 PM,
10:55 PM
Entertainment Paradise: 07:35 PM,
10:45 PM
First Cinema: 07:00 PM
Galaxy Cinema, Mansarovar: 07:15 PM
Golcha Cinema: 06:30 PM, 09:30 PM
INOX: Crystal Palm: 10:15 PM
INOX: GT Central Mall: 04:00 PM,
07:20 PM, 09:45 PM, 10:35 PM
INOX: JTM Mall, Malviya Nagar
06:55 PM, 10:15 PM
INOX: Vaibhav, Amarapali Circle:
07:30 PM
PVR: Mall of Jaipur: 07:10 PM, 10:30 PM
Rajmandir Cinema: 06:30 PM, 09:30 PM
Scan or
click here
to book
your movie
tickets
 




Download Now

AboutSupportTermsPrivacyCopyrightCookie PreferencesDo not sell or share my personal informationEverand
EnglishCurrent LanguageEnglish
Español
Portugues
Français
Deutsche




© 2024 SlideShare from Scribd 





