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OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR & MUMBAI
FIR LODGED
AGAINST VINOD
KAMBLI FOR
ASSAULTING WIFE
Mumbai: Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Sunday said lack of dignity for labour was one of the main reasons behind
unemployment in the country, as he urged people to respect all kinds of
work irrespective of their nature and asked them to stop running after jobs.
Mumbai: An FIR has been registered against former
cricketer Vinod Kambli at the Bandra police station
for allegedly assaulting and abusing his wife in an
inebriated state. Andrea Hewitt, in her complaint,
alleged that he verbally abused and thrashed her.
ADANI ROW:
CONG TO HOLD
COUNTRYWIDE
PROTEST TODAY
New Delhi: Amid the ongoing Hindenburg-Adani row,
the Congress will launch protests from the Parliament
to the streets on Monday. Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said that party hold countrywide protests in
front of LIC offices and SBI branches. P5
‘LACK OF LABOUR’S DIGNITY CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT’
2,069 ARRESTED IN
KERALA UNDER
‘OPERATION AAG’
Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala Police arrested 2,069
‘anti-social’ elements under
‘Operation Aag’. The raids
started on Saturday evening
and are continuing till now.
It is being done to arrest
those who were placed
under the Kerala Anti-Social
Activities (Prevention) Act.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
SUPREME COURT SET
TO GET FIVE NEW
JUDGES TODAY
New Delhi: The apex court
will get five new judges on
Monday when three chief
justices— Justices Pankaj
Mithal, Sanjay Karol and
PV Sanjay Kumar— of high
courts of Rajasthan, Patna
and Manipur respectively
will take oath alongside two
other high court judges. P6
LAKHS TAKE HOLY DIP
AT SANGAM ON
MAAGHI PURNIMA
Prayagraj: Around 20
lakh devotees took a
dip in the waters of the
holy Sangam here on
Sunday on the occasion
of “Maaghi Purnima”,
officials said. Sangam is the
confluence of three rivers
— the Ganga, Yamuna and
mythical Saraswati.
Nothing is impossible for youngsters of India: PM Modi
Dinesh Tiwari
Jaipur: Hailing Ra-
jasthan for the enthusi-
asm and potential of its
youth, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday that nothing is
impossiblefortheyoung-
sters of India and they
are being encouraged to
pursueacareerinsports.
He was virtually ad-
dressing participants
of ‘Jaipur Mahakhel’.
The event is being or-
ganised by Jaipur Rural
Lok Sabha MP and for-
mer Union Minister Ra-
jyavardhan Singh
Rathore.
The event, which fo-
cuses on Kabaddi this
year, started on Nation-
al Youth Day on Janu-
ary 12. It has witnessed
the participation of
more than 6,400 youths
and sportspersons from
more than 450 gram
panchayats, municipal-
ities and wards of all
eight legislative assem-
bly regions of Jaipur
Rural constituency
.
“Nothing is impossi-
ble for the young gen-
eration of young India.
We are encouraging
youngsters to pursue a
career in sports. Initia-
tives like TOPS (Target
Olympic Podium
Scheme) are benefitting
the youngsters in pre-
paring for major sport-
ing events,” Modi said.
“’Jaipur Mahakhel’ is
a celebration of sport-
ing talent and such ef-
forts increase curiosity
for sports,” he said, add-
ing that Rajasthan is
known for the enthusi-
asm and potential of its
youth. More on P8
SPORTS BUDGET INCREASED THREE
TIMES SINCE 2014: PRIME MINISTER
PM TO INAUGURATE HELICOPTER
FACTORY IN KARNATAKA TODAY
Jaipur (PTI): Saying that his government is encourag-
ing youngsters to pursue a career in sports Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday and the Sports min-
istry’s budget has been increased almost three times
since 2014. There was no lack of passion and talent for
sports among the youth in India but it was the unavail-
ability of resources and support from the government
that created hindrances in the past, the PM said.
New Delhi (ANI): In yet another step towards Aat-
manirbharta in the defence sector, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will dedicate to the nation the HAL Helicop-
ter Factory in Tumakuru. Its foundation stone was also
laid by the PM in 2016. It is a dedicated new greenfield
helicopter factory which will enhance the capacity and
ecosystem to build helicopters. This helicopter factory
will initially produce Light Utility Helicopters (LUH).
Prime Minister hails Rajasthan for
enthusiasm and potential of its youth
PM Narendra Modi virtually attends ‘Jaipur Mahakhel’. (R) MP and former Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore who organised the event.
FORMER PAK PRESIDENT
MUSHARRAF NO MORE
Dubai (ANI): Former
Pakistan President and
chief of Army Staff
Pervez Musharraf
passed away on Sunday
at American Hospital in
UAE’s Dubai after a pro-
longed illness, reported
Daily Pakistan.
Local media reports
quoting his family
members said that the
former four-star gener-
al succumbed to ‘Amy-
loidosis’. Musharraf
was hospitalised for a
couple of weeks due to
a complication of his
ailment, as per reports.
Musharraf had been
living in Dubai since
2016 for treatment.
As per local media re-
ports, Musharraf had
expressed his desire to
spend the “rest of his
life”inhishomecountry
.
The Express Tribune
newspaperreportedthat
the former president
wantedtoreturntoPaki-
stan as soon as possible.
Musharraf was Paki-
stan’s army chief dur-
ing the Kargil war be-
tween India and Paki-
stan. The conflict the
two countries is be-
lieved to have been or-
chestrated by Mushar-
raf without the knowl-
edge of the then Paki-
stan Prime Minister,
Nawaz Sharif. More on P6
GENERAL PERVEZ MUSHARRAF 1943 - 2023
“MUSHARRAF GENUINELY TRIED
TO ADDRESS KASHMIR ISSUE”
THAROOR’S PRAISE FOR MUSH
EVOKES CRITICISM FROM BJP
Srinagar: Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president and former Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti on Sunday said former president
Pervez Musharraf was the only Pakistani
General who genuinely tried to address
the Kashmir issue.
New Delhi: Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
on Sunday condoled death of Musharraf,
saying that “once an implacable foe of India,
he became a real force for peace” between
2002 and 2007. It evoked a sharp response
from the BJP which accused the Congress
of “Pakistan parasti (worshipping)”.
HM Amit Shah visits Anukul
Chandra Ashram in Deoghar
Surgical strike against
“dubious” foreign apps
New Delhi (PTI): The
govthasblocked232apps
operated by overseas en-
tities, including Chinese
for being involved in bet-
ting, gambling and un-
authorised loan service,
sources said.
Ministry of Electron-
ics and IT (MeitY) has
issued orders to block
these apps following in-
structions from Minis-
try of Home Affairs.
“The order to block
138 apps that were in-
volved in betting, gam-
bling and money laun-
dering were issued last
evening. Separately, an
order to block 94 apps
engaged in unauthor-
ised loan service has
also been issued. These
apps were being operat-
ed from offshore enti-
ties, including Chinese.
They were posing a
threat to the economic
stabilityof thecountry
,”
said an official, who did
not wish to be named.
Govt blocks 232
apps,mainly Chinese
for gambling and
money laundering
Deoghar (PTI): Union
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday visited the
Thakur Anukul Chan-
dra Ashram in
Jharkhand’s Deoghar.
“Had the good fortune to
visit Sree Sree Thakur
Anukulchandra Ji’s Sat-
sang Ashram in De-
oghar today
. Anukul-
chandra Ji was not only
a philosopher but also a
physician, his life was
devoted to the welfare of
the poor,” Shah said in a
Twitter post.
BABAR AZAM, SHAHID AFRIDI MOVED TO
SAFETY AFTER BLAST NEAR QUETTA STADIUM
Quetta: Top Pakistani cricketers, including captain Babar
Azam and Shahid Afridi, among others, were taken to the
safety of the dressing room after a terror attack a few miles
down the road where they were playing on Sunday. An exhibi-
tion match of the Pakistan Super League at the Nawab Akbar
Bugti Stadium was halted for some time following an explo-
sion in the Police Lines area, which left five people injured.
Amit Shah being welcomed
by Acharyadev Akradyuti
Chakravorty during his visit
to Thakur Anukulchandra’s
Satsang Ashram in Deoghar,
on Sunday. —PHOTO BY PTI
Kolkata (PTI): Two
ruling TMC workers on
a motorbike were killed
when bombs were
hurled at them in West
Bengal’s Birbhum dis-
trict ahead of panchay-
at polls, police said on
Sunday. The superin-
tendent of police of the
district was transferred
within 24 hours of the
incident, though the ad-
ministration claimed
that the move is not re-
lated to the killings.
Five injured in TTP-orchestrated
explosion in Pakistan’s Quetta
Karachi (PTI): At least
five people, mostly po-
licemen, were injured
in an explosion in Quet-
ta on Sunday in Paki-
stan’s restive Balo-
chistan province, in yet
another instance of sys-
tematic attacks target-
ing security officials in
the country orchestrat-
ed by the outlawed Paki-
stani Taliban.
The explosion took
place at Quetta Police
Lines Area, and the in-
jured, who are mostly
policemen, were shifted
to the Civil Hospital in
the city
.
WB: Two TMC
workers killed
in bomb blast
1st PAK DICTATOR
TO BE SENTENCED
TO DEATH FOR
TREASON
ARCHITECT OF
KARGIL WAR,
NEARLY LED TO
INDO-PAK WAR
Islamabad: Pervez Mush-
arraf had earned the ig-
nominy of being the first
military ruler to receive
capital punishment in the
country’s history for sub-
verting the Constitution
in 2007. In December
2019, a Pakistani court
sentenced Musharaff to
death in absentia in the
high treason case. When
Nawaz Sharif, his bete
noire, whom he deposed
in the 1999 coup returned
to power in 2013, he
initiated a treason trial
against Musharraf.
Islamabad: Pervez
Musharraf, the architect
of the Kargil War, top-
pled the democratically-
elected government in a
bloodless military coup
in 1999 and ruled the
country for nine years
with an iron fist during
which he also tried to
project himself as a pro-
gressive Muslim leader.
Born in a middle-class
family of Urdu-speaking
Mohajir parents in Delhi,
Musharraf later migrated
to Pakistan after the
Partition in 1947.
HM TO ADDRESS 2
ELECTION RALLIES
IN TRIPURA TODAY
Agartala: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
address two election
rallies in Tripura on Mon-
day, a senior party leader
said. Shah is scheduled
to land at MBB Airport
here on Sunday at 11.30
pm. On Monday, Shah
will address two elec-
tion rallies at Khowai
in Khowai district and
Santirbazar in South
Tripura district.
Beijing: The Biden ad-
ministration lauded the
Pentagon for shooting
down an alleged Chi-
nese spy balloon off the
US Atlantic coast on
Saturday, but China an-
grily voiced its “strong
dissatisfaction” at the
move and said it may
make “necessary re-
sponses.” The craft
spent several days fly-
ing over North America
before it was targeted
off coast of the south-
eastern state of South
Carolina with a missile
fired from an F-22 plane,
Pentagon officials said.
US downs‘spy
balloon’; China
warns response
RAMDEV BOOKED
FOR PROVOCATIVE
REMARKS
MAGIC IN ANASAGAR
Barmer: An FIR was
registered on Sunday
against Yoga guru
Ramdev for allegedly
promoting enmity and
outraging religious
feelings
over his
provoc-
ative
remarks
at a meet-
ing of
seers in Barmer district.
The FIR was registered
at Chauhatan police
station on a complaint
filed by a local resident,
Pathai Khan. Chauhatan
SHO Bhutaram said the
FIR was registered un-
der various provisions
of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). P3
Tourists take a boat ride on the Anasagar Lake, in Ajmer, on Sunday. —PHOTO BY PTI
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Jodhpur: Congress
worker Hemant Kumar
Vyas of Jodhpur district
Phalodi town stayed
with Rahul Gandhi for
more than 100 days dur-
ing the journey of about
2700 km in Bharat Jodo
yatra. He reached Jodh-
pur, where Congress
workers warmly wel-
comed him on Sunday
.
Vyas walked with Ra-
hul despite his mother’s
heart-related illness
and elder father’s dialy-
sis. Being associated
with Pushkarna Samaj,
Vyas, a connoisseur of
chanting, etc., kept on
walking without proper
clothes with Rahul Gan-
dhi. During this He-
mant Kumar Vyas also
reduced 20 kg weight.
Many videos of discus-
sion with Rahul Gandhi
havegoneviralinwhich
Vyas and Rahul Gandhi
are seen discussing.
Vyas said that CM
Ashok Gehlot’s schemes
remained the centre
of attraction during the
entire yatra.
Man who travelled 2700 kms
with Rahul welcomed in Jodh
WARM WELCOME
Union Budget is public welfare
oriented & all-inclusive: Sushil
Rs 13.70 lakh crore will be spent every year in construction works and infrastructure
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Regarding the
Union Budget 2023-2024,
former Deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar and
Rajya Sabha MP Sushil
Modi said that it is a
public welfare and all-
inclusive budget of the
Modi government. Rs
13.70 lakh crore will be
spent every year in con-
struction works and in-
frastructure, he said
while addressing the
press conference on
Sunday at BJP State
Headquarters here.
He said that today In-
dia has become the fifth
largest economy in the
world, due to the for-
eign exchange market
of Rs 563 lakh crores, at
present India has be-
come the fourth coun-
try in terms of foreign
exchange.
“
Alotof thingsusedto
goforbasicdevelopment
in the country
, but there
was less attention given
to general infrastruc-
ture and other basic fa-
cilities, politics used to
run through slogans or
emotions, but in the pe-
riod from 2014 to 2023,
we saw in what way the
economy has come with-
in the reach of the com-
mon people,” he said.
Governor Kalraj Mishra met
Sushil Modi at Raj Bhavan
in Jaipur on Sunday. (Inset)
Sushil Modi addressing the
media on the Union Budget
at BJP headquarters here on
Sunday. Also seen are Pankaj
Joshi & other leaders.
48 held for following social
media accounts of gangsters
Jaipur (PTI): The
Jaipur Police has arrest-
ed 48 people in a crack-
down against those who
follow gangsters’ social
mediaaccounts,officials
said on Saturday
.
Deputy Commission-
er of Police (North)
Paris Deshmukh said 37
people who follow or
‘like’ habitual crimi-
nals on social media
have been arrested by
the Jaipur Commis-
sionerate Police while
11 such people were
nabbed by District
Jaipur (North).
Deshmukh said in a
statement that it has
been seen for some time
that the youth of the
city are following those
who are involved in se-
rious incidents.
Special teams have
been formed to keep a
tab on these criminals
and those who follow
and ‘like’ them on so-
cial media, he said.
These teams are check-
ing the social media ac-
counts running in the
name of criminals and
identifying the people
who follow them, Desh-
mukh added.
Accused in police custody for following habitual criminals on
social media in Jaipur on Sunday.
YOUTH BEING INTERROGATED: DESHMUKH
Mother kills self after seeing
history-sheeter son in hosp
First India Bureau
Udaipur: A case of an
encounter between po-
lice and two gangsters
happened in the Rajsa-
mand district on Fri-
day
. In the case, Kishan
Menaria, the accom-
plice of gangster Deep-
ak Menaria, was
nabbed by the police
from the highway dur-
ing the encounter.
But now due to Deep-
ak Menaria’s criminal
acts, his mother Geeta
Devi Menaria con-
sumed poison on
Saturday evening
and died on Sunday
during treatment.
Kankroli police
handed over the body to
the relatives after get-
ting the post-mortem
done in the mortuary
of MB Hospital,
Udaipur. Kankroli SHO
DP Dadhich said that
Deepak’s mother had
come to meet Geeta
Devi in the hospital and
later she consumed poi-
son due to depression
due to the criminal ac-
tivities of her son.
Police seize drugs in
Kota,Chittor; nab four
Dalit‘bindori’ held in
police protection
First India Bureau
Kota/Chittorgarh:
Kota police has arrested
fourdrugsmugglersand
seized10kg576gramsof
opium from them. Ac-
cording to police,
opium was being smug-
gled in a luxury car. All
four smugglers are resi-
dents of Mandsaur in
Madhya Pradesh.
In another incident,
police have caught a big
consignment of drugs
in Bassi of Chittorgarh.
Around 166 kg 900
grams of drug was re-
covered from an aban-
doned car near Negadia
on Bassi-Bhilwara road.
The drugs were in nine
plastic bags.
According to police,
the smugglers perhaps
got information about
the arrival of the
police. Bassi police is
on the lookout for the
smugglers and has reg-
istered a case under the
NDPS Act.
First India Bureau
Kota: After a gap of 15-
20 years, a Dalit groom’s
bindori (a pre-wedding
ritual where the groom
rides a mare in a pro-
cession) was allowed
under police protection
in Vijayapura village of
Ayana in Kota.
Police and adminis-
tration made arrange-
ments for the groom’s
security
. Etawah DSP,
SHO Etawah with
the additional police
force from Kota and
more than 70 personnel
have been deployed
here to avoid any unto-
ward incident.
The Kota Collector
and SP already held dis-
cussions with the vil-
lagers in this regard.
Some local people
had complained to the
SP about the possibility
of an attempt to stop
the bindori.
Dotasra starts 15-km Haath Se
Haath Jodo Yatra in Laxmangarh
Poonam Vishal
Laxmangarh: PCC
Chief Govind Singh Do-
tasra on Sunday started
the 15-kilometer jour-
ney of Congress party’s
Haath Se Haath Jodo
Abhiyan from Dharka
Bas village of Laxman-
garh Assembly constitu-
ency. Addressing the
workers and villagers
present before starting
the march from Dharka
Bas village, Dotasra said
that people are parents
in a democracy
.
During the hand-to-
hand yatra of the Con-
gress party, each gram
panchayat of the Lax-
mangarh assembly con-
stituency and 40 wards
of the city will be cov-
ered. While announcing
the construction of road
in the Nechwa Panchay-
at Samiti area, Dotasra
announced the founda-
tion stone of the build-
ing of big hospital, and
government college in
Nechwa Panchayat
Samiti area and said
that there is no dearth
of development in Lax-
mangarh constituency
.
MP Diya Kumari inaugurates
medical camp in Rajsamand
First India Bureau
Rajsamand: MP Diya
Kumari inaugurated a
medical camp organ-
ized under the aegis of
Princess Diya Kumari
Foundation and Ananta
Hospital at Bal Krishna
Vidya Bhavan School
Campus in Rajsamand
district. More than 12
specialist doctors are
providing services at
the camp. A large num-
ber of villagers are go-
ing to the camp.
Along with medical
consultation, free medi-
cines are also being dis-
tributed in the medical
camp. Diya inaugurated
the programme by light-
ing a lamp. Kumbhal-
garh MLA Surendra
Singh Rathore, District
Chief Ratnidevi, Deputy
District Chief Sohni
DeviandmanyBJPlead-
ers and workers were
present on the occasion.
Woman held
in gangster
Raju Thehat
murder case
Raju Thehat
Deceased Geeta Devi Menaria
Police at Dalit groom’s bindori
at Itawa in Kota on Sunday.
Govind Singh Dotasra started Haath Se Haath Jodo Abhiyan from
Dharka Bas village of Laxmangarh on Sunday.
First India Bureau
Sikar: Onemoreper-
son has been arrest-
ed in the gangster
Raju Thehat murder
case in Sikar. Sudha
Kanwar, the wife of
miscreant Amarjeet,
has been arrested.
Sudha has been ac-
cused of money
transactions and
forminggangs.Sikar
police took help of
Bikanerpolicetonab
her. The action was
taken under the di-
rection of ASP City
Amit Kumar.
Thehat, 43, was
shot dead in Decem-
ber outside his
house on Piprali
road by armed men.
He had over two doz-
en cases against him
and was also in-
volved in a rivalry
with another gang-
ster. Later, a man
called Rohit Godara,
who claimed to be a
member of the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang
on Facebook,
claimed responsibil-
ity for the killing.
ENCOUNTER
Diya Kumari inaugurated a medical camp at Bal Krishna Vidya
Bhavan School Campus in Rajsamand district on Sunday.
Hemant Kumar Vyas with Rahul Gandhi during Bharat Jodo Yatra.
SAMVAD ON UNION
BUDGET BY FORTI
Ram Dayal
Bhati, who also
walked for 150
days, reached
Jodhpur on
Sunday.
WISHING LUCK
Dr Shriram Choudhary of Muaythai Fed was invited by
the Golden Girl of India-PT Usha at her residence on
Sunday. She wished the Indian Muaythai team good
luck for the upcoming World Championships.
Khatu Shyam Ji to
be reopened for
devotees today
Police arrests
12 cyber thugs
from Bharatpur
First India Bureau
SIkar: The Khatu Shy-
am temple in Sikar will
be reopened for devo-
tees from today. The
temple committee on
Sunday made an official
announcement regard-
ing the opening of the
temple after the renova-
tion and repair works
were completed.
Notably, the temple
was closed for devotees
from November 13, 2022
owing to expansion of
the temple premises.
The temple will be
opened for devotees at
4:15pm on Monday, said
the temple committee.
First India Bureau
Bharatpur: Close to 12
people have been arrest-
ed in Kathol village of
Mewat during raids on
hideouts of cyber thugs.
The raids were carried
out under the direction
of Bharatpur IG and SP
.
Many DSPs, including
ASP Kaman Himmat
Singh, ASP Dig Raghu-
veer Kavia were also
present. According to
information, illegal
weaponsandotheritems
have been recovered
from the spot.A search
operation was carried
out on Saturday night to
nab the miscreants.
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Jaipur: Regarding the
irrelevant rules pro-
posed in the Rajasthan
Private Education Insti-
tutions Regulatory Au-
thority Bill 2023 and the
illegal admission pro-
cess in RTE issued by
the Education Depart-
ment, the school opera-
tors and Progressive
School Association of
about 25 districts of Ra-
jasthan registered a pro-
test by holding a press
conference on Sunday
.
The State govern-
ment has proposed to
bring a bill by setting
up a regulatory author-
ity to control private
schools. In which there
is widespread anger
among private schools
regarding some of the
rules included. Accord-
ing to the said Bill, the
Government will take
money up to one per
cent of the total fees of
each private school in
Rajasthan to run the ex-
penses of the commit-
tee formed by the gov-
ernment.
Father Thomas, prin-
cipal of Secretary Mis-
sion School, said that
the education law made
by the government is
discriminatory towards
private schools, due to
which the existence of
private schools will be
in danger.
Dr Sandeep Bakshi
said that there is a need
to review the new policy
made by the govern-
ment. The government
must ensure to promote
the private schools as
they have played a very
important role in edu-
cation.
RSER Bill 2023: Private school operators
mobilised due to new policies by Edu Dept
Miscreants attack
SNGGroupchairman,
driver in Ambabari
Alwar:Two killed
in celebratory
firing at wedding
Padma Bhushan
DR Mehta meets
with car accident
Nagaur man cuts into pieces
body of lover, dumps in well
Poonia attends Dist Working
Committee meet in Bharatpur
CBEObookedformolesting
femaleteacherinMasuda
3 Iranians held; drugs,
foreign currency seized
Suryaveer Singh Tanwar
Jaisalmer: On the last
day of Maru Mahotsav,
domestic and foreign
tourists profoundly en-
joyed the programmes
organised at the his-
toric Kuldhara village
and Khabha Fort in
Jaisalmer district on
Sunday
. They also en-
joyed the folk music
programmes organ-
ised there. Under the
aegis of Tourism De-
partment and District
Administration,avisu-
alisation and music
programme of peacock
dance was organised at
Khabha Fort.
Domestic and for-
eign tourists who
reached here saw pea-
cocks dancing in the
morning and captured
theirdanceincameras.
At the same time, the
tourists could not re-
main mesmerised lis-
tening to the instru-
mental music per-
formed by the folk art-
ists. Here the tourists
looked at the sun rising
betweenthemountains
and also saw the an-
cientartcultureclosely
.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Chairman of a
leading real estate
group was injured on
Sunday after he was at-
tacked by miscreants
in Ambabari area, po-
lice said.
Police informed that
Chairman of SNG
Group SN Gupta and
his driver was attacked
by nearly a dozen mis-
creants in broad day-
light on Sunday
.
“The miscreants
came in a car bearing
Haryana registeration
numbers and stopped
the car of SNG Group
Chairman at Ambabari
Chauraha. SN Gupta
and his driver was at-
tacked and injured by
the miscreants. An FIR
has been filed in Vidhy-
adhar Nagar Police Sta-
tion and the matter is
being investigated,”
police said.
First India Bureau
Alwar: A woman and a
child were shot dead in a
firing incident in Alwar
on Sunday
. Police in-
formedtheincidenttook
place during a lagan cer-
emony in Samuchi vil-
lage of Alwar district.
“The miscreants
fired gunshots during
the lagan ceremony. A
33-year-old woman and
8-year-old child were
killed in the firing inci-
dent while a woman was
grievously injured in
the mishap. The injured
woman was rushed to a
hospital and later re-
ferred to another hospi-
tal for further treat-
ment,” police said.
First India Bureau
Jodhpur: Padma
Bhushan DR Mehta
met with an accident
near Bhavi village in
Bilada, Jodhpur. Me-
hta, however, was not
hurt in the accident.
He was going from
Jodhpur to Kota in a
car. Prakash Bhandari
was also with him.
After receiving the in-
formation, RANA presi-
dent Prem Bhandari
spoke to Jodhpur IG in
this regard. Mehta is the
Founder & Chief Patron
of Bhagwan Mahaveer
Viklang Sahayata Sami-
ti (BMVSS) Jaipur.
Younus Gesawat
Nagaur: After the
gruesome murder of
Shraddha Walkar in
New Delhi, a similar
case was reported in
Nagaur under Sribala-
ji police station area
where a man confessed
to have murdered his
girlfriend and dismem-
bering her body.
A married Anopar-
am murdered his mar-
ried girlfriend, Guddi
(30) with the tool with
which he used to make
furniture. He is a car-
penter. Police have
been searching for the
body of Guddi in a well
in Derva village for the
past three days but
could not find any-
thing.
On January 24, Gud-
di’s father, Mularam,
filed a missing com-
plaint about his daugh-
ter. On Thursday, there
was a stir in the Ricoh
area after finding
long hair, shoes, socks,
leg bone, jaw, and dag-
ger. Relatives claimed
that the clothes be-
longed to Guddi. After
this the police swung
into action.
CO Vinod Kumar
said that the search op-
eration in the well by
the teams of NDRF
and SDRF continued
on Sunday. However,
police suspected that
the accused was mis-
leading them.
First India Bureau
Bharatpur: BJP State
President Satish Poon-
ia reached Bharatpur
on Sunday on a one-day
visit and participated
in the District Working
Committee meeting as
the chief guest. Poonia
said that one of the rea-
sons for the change of
power in Rajasthan is
perception.
“There has been a per-
ceptionsincethe90sthat
the Congress comes to
power once and the next
time BJP
. The second
reasonisanti-incumben-
cy
.Thereisangeragainst
the Congress govern-
ment. We have got suc-
cess in the Lok Sabha
elections and got more
seats in the previous as-
sembly elections. Our
party is strong on every
front and at the booth
level as well,” he said.
First India Bureau
Ajmer: A Chief Block
Education Officer
(CBEO) has been
booked for allegedly
molesting a female
teacher in Ajmer’s Mas-
uda, police said.
Police informed that
an FIR has been filed in
Masuda Police Station
against Shiv Kumar
Dubey, posted as CBEO
in Masuda town of
Ajmer district, for alleg-
edly making obscene
comments and demand-
ing sexual favours from
the teacher.
“A few months back,
when the CBEO in-
spected the school, he
asked the concerned
teacher to meet him in
the office. The accused
ordered the teacher to
stay with him every day
for two hours in his of-
fice. Shiv Kumar Dubey
even threatened the vic-
tim that he will take ac-
tion against her if she
does not follow his or-
ders,” police said.
First India Bureau
Bikaner: In a huge suc-
cess for Bikaner police,
SP Yogesh Yadav, while
addressing a press con-
ference in Napasar rob-
bery case, said that
three foreign nationals
have been arrested.
“All three Iranian
youths had been living
in the country for about
six months. Drugs and
foreign currency worth
Rs 10 lakh have been
seized from the ac-
cused. Four old curren-
cy notes were also
seized,” Yadav said.
“It was not a case of
loot but it involved
cheating. He said that
the accused have been
committing similar in-
cidents at different
places,” he added.
During the interroga-
tion, police revealed
that visas of the arrest-
ed foreign nationals
were also expired and
they were living illegal-
ly in the country
.
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: Barmer po-
lice have lodged an FIR
against Yogguru Baba
Ramdev for his contro-
versial remark on Mus-
lims. The case has been
lodged at Chohtan po-
lice station area under
section 153-A, 295-A and
298. Complainant
Pathai Khan, a resident
of Dhanau in Chohtan
had lodged the case.
Complaint stated that
with his controversial
Ramdev had deliberate-
lymadesuchstatements
to incite the religious
sentiments of Muslims.
It is also alleged that
Baba Ramdev has made
such a statement about
the Islam and its follow-
ers which will create a
feeling of enmity and
hatred among other re-
ligions or communities
towards the Muslim
community. Ramdev’s
statement in presence
of thousands of people
has hurt the senti-
ments of crores of peo-
ple who believe in Is-
lam, FIR stated.
It also mentioned
here that a day earlier,
Muslim community in
Barmer had staged a
protest against the con-
troversial remark of
Swami Ramdev over his
controversial state-
ment. Protesters al-
leged that Swami Ram-
dev had tried to disturb
the communal harmo-
ny at the border. Com-
munity members have
given a memorandum
to the district collector
in the name of chief
minister.
On February 2, Swa-
mi Ramdev had made a
controversial statement
on the Muslim commu-
nity. Ramdev said,
“Muslims offer Namaz
five times a day and
then do whatever sin
that comes to mind.
They kidnap Hindu
girls, become terrorists,
and a lot of them are
criminals.”
MARU MAHOTSAV ENDS WITH
HORSE RACING, FOLK MUSIC
FAMOUS ‘THAR MAHOTSAV’ TO BE
HELD FROM MARCH 11-13 IN BARMER
Jawans show skills with rifles while artistes perform traditional dance in Jaisalmer. —PHOTOS BY SUNIL SHARMA
Dr Sandeep Bakshi, Hemlata Sharma, Father Thomas, Arun
Sogani and others addressed the media on Sunday.
Barmer: Famous desert festival of Rajasthan ‘Thar Ma-
hotsav’ will be held from March 11-13. An annual event of
Western Rajasthan’s Barmer district celebrates the colourful
life of the desert. Filled with folk music, the event presents
the glimpse of desert life. The aim of the event is to pro-
mote folk art, culture, history, tourism and handicrafts of
the desert region. The festival comprised events like per-
formances of renowned singers and poets, moustache and
turban tying competitions, sand art and cultural shows.
Horse racing
competition,
peacock dance
organised on
the third day
Tourists dance on
folk notes with
artistes Tagaram
Bhil, Imamdin,
and Fote Khan
Provocative remarks against
Muslims: Ramdev booked
FIR registered
after complaint
filed by a
local resident
Chairman SN Gupta
SDRF personnel search for
body parts in well in Nagaur.
Satish Poonia lights the lamp before the meeting on Sunday.
Accused CBEO Shiv Kumar
Arrested foreign nationals
along with seized money.
 


	4. amila*, a widow  living in
Herat, lost her husband in a
suicide attack about eight
years ago. She has an 18-year-
old daughter who is blind
and a 20-year-old son who lost
both legs in a mine blast.
Jamila used to be a house-
maid and bake bread for peo-
ple in their homes. With this
income she was able to feed
her daughter and son, ac-
cording to research carried
out by Ahmad*, a former lec-
turer at the University of
Herat and shared with me.
Since the Taliban gained
control of the country, Af-
ghanistan has been on the
brink of universal hardship.
As many as 97% of people are
now estimated to be living in
poverty, up from 72% in 2018.
The recent Taliban ban on
women working in interna-
tional and national organisa-
tions and women moving
about public spaces has also
affected women being able to
find employment.
Because of the current
situation Jamila has lost her
clients and is now struggling
to cope. She could not pay her
rent and the landlord asked
her to leave her home. She
now lives in a small room
that a kind family gave her in
their yard. She has no source
of income.
Previously about 10% of
educated women in Afghani-
stan worked in national or
international organisations
to support their children. If
less educated, they had a
range of formal and informal
jobs including working as
housemaids, baking bread,
washing clothes, cleaning
bathrooms and babysitting,
and in rural communities
rearing small livestock and
growing wheat, maize and
vegetables.
Jamila said that previous-
ly under the former govern-
ment her family received a
monthly salary from the
state ministry of martyrs
and disabled affairs, which
pays families of military vet-
erans or those killed in the
fighting, and that gave them
enough money for bread.
The new government (the
Taliban) has now stopped this
salary … they don’t believe
our lost ones are martyrs.
My son also had a job with
the municipality office in a
city parking lot, taking care
of vehicles and collecting
money from people parking
their vehicles there. There
were many handicapped peo-
ple doing this kind of job. But
now all of them, including
my son, have lost their jobs.
The Taliban has appointed
their own personnel in these
parking areas. We have very
few options left. A neighbour
now drops my son near a
bridge in the city where he
begs people to help him with
coins. He brings him back
here in the evening. With the
coins he brings, we can get
only bread to survive until
the next day
.
Jamila is not an exception.
She is one of thousands of
women who have lost their
jobs as a result of the new
decrees. Many are acutely
malnourished and don’t
know where their next meal
is coming from.
Single women and widows
have practically no way of
earning money. On-the-
ground reports reveal that
many households are sup-
ported by women as male
members of their family
were either killed or injured
in the ongoing conflict.
It is not just food, but also
shelter, water, fuel and
warmth that contribute to
survival, especially in bit-
terly cold temperatures. Ah-
mad, the former lecturer in
Afghanistan, said:
Since COVID-19, my wife
and I have tried to raise funds
from friends to help poor
families (especially widows).
Very cold weather has been
forecast for the western zone
of Afghanistan in February
.
There has been snow and
the temperature has dipped
to -25 at night early in 2023.
One of my friends, who is in
the US, helped us with some
money locally to buy char-
coal to help poor widows like
Jamila cook food and warm
up their rooms. My wife is
also very frustrated and help-
less in the current situation.
But, the plight of women-
headed households, lacking
adult males, is especially
dire. In the absence of any
social connection, they are
increasingly food insecure,
with few options to feed and
care for their children.
This follows Taliban de-
crees banning women from
education at the secondary
and university level and not
allowing them to travel with-
out a mahram (male close
relative as chaperone). The
Taliban also ordered the clo-
sure of all beauty salons,
public bathrooms, and sports
centres for women, impor-
tant sectors of employment
for women.
Overall, the dire situation
in Afghanistan has increased
the incidence of extreme
hunger and malnutrition for
both men and women, but
women without husbands
are being pushed into even
more extreme poverty
.
According to UN resident
and humanitarian coordina-
tor Ramiz Alakbarov, “a stag-
gering 95% of Afghans are
not getting enough to eat,
with that number rising to
almost 100% in female-head-
ed households”.
The January 2023 high-
level UN delegation led by
Deputy Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed called on
the Taliban authorities to re-
verse the various decrees
limiting women’s and girl’s
rights for the sake of peace
and sustainable develop-
ment. While the backlash
against women’s rights needs
to be urgently addressed, the
crisis of food and nutrition
security facing single wom-
en, widows and separated
women, is not being recog-
nised by many outside the
country.While women’s
rights are under attack in Af-
ghanistan, the full effect of
the ban on women’s work and
mobility on single women,
widows and separated wom-
en, is yet to be fully recog-
nised. While appeals for help
to the UN by teachers, profes-
sionals and civil society ac-
tivists are rising by the day,
negotiations are not pro-
gressing, and the delivery of
humanitarian assistance is
becoming increasingly chal-
lenging. (**Names changed
for security reasons. ) 
SOURCE:THECONVERSATION.COM
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Are you ready for the Exhilarating 
Energetic Khelo India Winter Games
2022 to be held in Gulmarg from
February 10th-14th. 1500 athletes, 9
sporting disciplines and 1 champion!!
I will watch these Games closely on
Doordarshan, will you?
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
Nurturing Startups! Modi
Government continues to support
entrepreneurship in India, making it
easier for budding entrepreneurs to
start  grow their business.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Amongst thousands of
persons, hardly one strives
for perfection; and
amongst those who have
achieved perfection, hardly
one knows me in truth.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
CRACKDOWN IN
ASSAM TO STOP
PRACTICE OF
CHILD MARRIAGE
ssam is a worst per-
former in maternal
mortality ratio de-
spite some improve-
ment in recent years.
From the figure of 215 in 2016-
2018 it came down to 195 in the
2018-2020 period, as per the Spe-
cial Bulletin of Registrar Gen-
eral of India. The reason for
such a high mortality rate is at-
tributable to teenage marriages
and nutritional deficiencies.
The percentage of women mar-
rying before the legal age of
marriage is 32 against the na-
tional average of 25 percent.
It is to discourage this social
evil that the Assam government
has cracked down on those who
married girls who were not of
legal marriage age. Over 2000
people have been arrested, some
under the POCSO Act, from dif-
ferent parts of the state for vio-
lating the law. Also arrested
were 51 Qazis and purohits for
conducting such marriages in
religious places.
Harsh measures like these are
at times needed, but also re-
quired is a sustained effort to
create awareness among the
people.
TOP TWEETS
A
dictator, a failed
four-star general,
a “traitor” and ar-
chitect of the Kar-
gil war: that sums
up Pervez Musharraf, the for-
merPresidentof Pakistan.He
died in a hospital in Dubai on
Thursday after prolonged ill-
ness.HisKargilmisadventure
harmed the peace prospects
between India and Pakistan.
Musharraf was tried for
treason for suspending the
country’s Constitution in 2007
and sacked judges of Paki-
stan’s Supreme Court and
high courts and putting the
thenChief Justiceof Pakistan
under house arrest. He was
foundguiltyof hightreasonin
2019 and sentenced to death,
but the Lahore High Court an-
nulled the death sentence.
The former dictator de-
railed the historic bus ride
which former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee undertook for peace
talks with his Pakistani coun-
terpart Nawaz Sharif by his
Kargil misadventure. Mush-
arraf planned the Kargil at-
tack keeping Sharif in the
dark. Not only did Pakistan
end up with a bloody nose but
it was also a personal setback
for General Musharraf. The
ex- President later came to In-
dia for a peace summit at
Agra. This attempt for peace
between the two nations also
failedbecauseof Musharraf’s
refusal to stop support to
cross-border terrorism. In
that lay Musharraf’s duplici-
ty
. While he was siding with
West in its crackdown on Is-
lamic terror he continued to
push terrorists in JK. For
his tacit support to West, Pak
got billions of dollars in assis-
tance even as country har-
boured one of the al-Qaeda’s
dreadedmasterminds,Osama
bin-Laden. Musharraf’s
death has left his dream of dy-
ing in Pakistan unfulfilled.
ARCHITECT OF KARGIL
WAR IS NO MORE
Pervez Musharraf
planned the Kargil
attack keeping Sharif in
the dark. Not only did
Pakistan end up with a
bloody nose but it was
also a personal setback
for Gen Musharraf. The
ex- Prez later came to
India for a peace
summit at Agra
A
Afghanistan: Single women,
widows struggle for survival
J
The Taliban has appointed
their own personnel in these
parking areas. We have
very few options left. A
neighbour now drops my
son near a bridge in the city
where he begs people to help
him with coins. He brings
him back here in the
evening. With the coins he
brings, we can get only
bread to survive until the
next day
Single women and
widows have practically
no way of earning
money. They are being
pushed into even more
extreme poverty.
On-the-ground reports
reveal that many
households are
supported by women
as male members of their
family were either killed or
injured in ongoing conflict
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New Delhi (PTI): Dep-
uty Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Sun-
day accused Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor V K
Saxena of withholding
approval for the ap-
pointment of 244 gov-
ernment school princi-
pals and taking over the
services department
unconstitutionally
.
Had the services de-
partment been with the
Delhigovernment,“each
school would have had
its own permanent prin-
cipal”today
,saidSisodia
whoisalsothecity’sedu-
cation minister. This
comesadayafterSaxena
approved 126 posts of
principals and deputy
educationofficersincity
government-runschools
whichhadlapsedfor“ly-
ing vacant” for more
than two years.
“…in a very unfortu-
nate manner, the LG
claimed that he has re-
vived the lapsed post of
126 principals. The real-
ity is that the LG has
held back the approval
on the appointment of
principals on 244 posts
and asked the depart-
ment to conduct an as-
sessment study to check
whether these princi-
pals are required in
schools or not. These
posts had been lying va-
cant for over the past
five years. What kind of
a joke is this?” Sisodia
told a press conference.
‘Withholding appointment of 244 principals’
SISODIA ALLEGES LG’S ‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL CAPTURE’
New Delhi (ANI):
Amid the ongoing Hin-
denburg-Adani row, the
Congress will launch
protests from the Par-
liament to the streets
on Monday. The party
has decided to hold
countrywide protests
in front of Life Insur-
ance Corporation of-
fices and State Bank of
India branches. The
demonstration will be
held by NSUI-Youth
Congress outside the
SBI office and LIC of-
fice located at Parlia-
ment police station.
Congress leaders
across the country will
protest outside the SBI
office and LIC office, in
which big leaders of the
states will participate.
Congress MPs will pro-
test near the Gandhi
statue in Parliament
House on Monday. Al-
though the Congress is
getting the support of
other Opposition par-
ties on the Adani issue,
it has to be seen wheth-
er the parties such as
the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi, Aam Aadmi
Party and Trinamool
Congress, which are
seen together in the
meetings, will join the
Congress demonstra-
tion or extend moral
support.
However, the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP)
and Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) have kept their dis-
tance from the Con-
gress on this issue. It is
being argued by the Op-
position that the invest-
ment of the Adani
group in public sector
banks such as the SBI
and LIC has had a big
impact on the savings
of the middle class.
Opposition MPs said
the government was not
allowing the issue to be
discussed in Parlia-
ment. After the uproar
in Parliament, the pro-
ceedings of both Houses
of Parliament were ad-
journed.
A report by a US-
based firm surfaced on
January 24, claiming
that the Adani Group
had weak business fun-
damentals,  was in-
volved in stock manipu-
lation among others.
Adanirow:Congresstohold
countrywideproteststoday
The demonstration will be held by NSUI-Youth outside LIC, SBI offices
Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Sunday came down
heavily on the central
government amid the
ongoing Hindenburg-
Adani row, saying that
PM Modi has been
reserving an “eloquent
silence” on the ‘Adani
MahaMegaScam’.
Ramesh said the Con-
gress has decided to
pose three questions
to the PM Modi daily.
“The eloquent silence
of the PM on the Ada-
ni MahaMegaScam
has forced us to start
a series, HAHK-Hum
Adanike Hain Kaun.
We will be posing 3
questions to the PM
daily beginning today.
Here are the first
three. Chuppi Todiye
Pradhan Mantri-ji,”
tweeted Ramesh.
‘CHUPPI TODIYE
PRADHAN
MANTRI JI’
Agartala: The Trina-
mool Congress released
its manifesto for the
Tripura assembly elec-
tions on Sunday, prom-
ising 2 lakh new jobs, Rs
1,000 per month for
school students in class-
es 4 to 8 and unem-
ployed youths, and so-
cial welfare schemes on
the lines of those in
West Bengal.
The manifesto was
launched a day ahead
of party chief Mamata
Banerjee's visit to the
state. The TMC is fight-
ing 28 assembly seats in
the February 16 elec-
tion. Addressing a press
conference, West Ben-
gal education minister
Bratya Basu said that if
the party is voted to
power in the state, it
will create 2 lakh jobs in
five years with 50,000
new jobs in the first
year itself. All vacant
posts in the government
departments will be
filled up on mission
mode, he said.
TrinamoolCongreleases
pollmanifestoinAgartala
TRIPURA ASSEMBLY ELECTION
Nanded (Maharash-
tra) (ANI): Telangana
Chief Minister and
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) president K
Chandrashekar Rao,
who is keen on expand-
ing the party's pan In-
dia footprint, on Sun-
day attacked the BJP-
led Centre, saying the
Modi government's
flagship project 'Make
in India' has turned out
to be 'Joke in India'.
Addressing a public
rally in Maharashtra's
Nanded on Sunday,
KCR said, Congress
ruled the country for 54
years. BJP ruled the
country for 16 years.
Seventy years out of 75
years of India's inde-
pendence, the country
was ruled by these two
parties. These two par-
ties are responsible for
all of these (problems).
These two parties were
busy only with speech
games and scams. Tar-
geting the BJP govern-
ment, the BRS chief
said the 'Make in India'
campaign achieved
nothing as Chinese
goods continue to
swamp Indian markets.
KCR said, Make in
India has been the
much-touted scheme of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.
‘Make in India turned out to be
Joke in India’: KCR attacks Centre
Nanded (Maharashtra) (PTI): Stating that Maharashtra
has recorded the highest number of farmers’ suicides
in the country, BRS president and Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao said here on Sunday
that the time has come for
peasants to take the reins
of the country. Addressing
Bharat Rashtra Samithi’s
(BRS) first public meet-
ing outside Telangana at
Nanded, he said political
parties and leaders are
winning in polls but peo-
ple are losing. “That’s why
BRS slogan is ‘Abki ki baar, kisan sarkar’ (This time
around, a government for the farmers). If we unite,
it is not impossible. In our country, farmers consti-
tute more than 42 per cent and if the number of farm
labourers is also added to that it will be more than 50
per cent which is sufficient to form government”, Rao
said. “Today, time has come. 75 years is a long period.
Farmers should also be able to write and make rules,”
he said. There are several rivers like Krishna and Go-
davari flowing in Maharashtra. Even then, why is there
water shortage in Maharashtra, he questioned.
“There are many ‘bunch of
lies’ presented by the LG
office”, Sisodia said add-
ing that LG is bullying the
Delhi government by not
allowing the appointment
of Principals and asked
LG to “stop disrupting the
work of government on the
pretext that schools should
have a Principal or not”.
TIME HAS COME FOR FARMERS TO
RUN THE COUNTRY, SAYS KCR
‘LG IS BULLYING
DELHI GOVT’
TELANGANA
BUDGET TO BE
PRESENTED
TODAY
Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana cabinet approved
the State Budget
2023-24, which will
be tabled in the state
Assembly on Monday.
The cabinet met under
the chairmanship of
CM K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, the official
residence of the Chief
Minister. The State
cabinet discussed and
approved the budget
proposals, said the
Chief Minister’s Of-
fice. State Finance
Minister, T. Harish
Rao will present the
Budget in the state
Assembly on Monday.
New Delhi: A day after
a Delhi court dis-
charged Sharjeel Imam
and 10 others in the 2019
Jamia Nagar violence
case, senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram
on Sunday said the
criminal justice system
that tolerates pre-trial
incarceration is an af-
front to the Constitu-
tion and urged the Su-
preme Court to put an
end to this daily abuse
of the law.
A court in Delhi on
Saturday discharged 11
people, including stu-
dent activists Imam and
Asif Iqbal Tanha, who
participated in anti-
CAA protests, in the
2019 Jamia Nagar vio-
lence case, saying they
were made scapegoats
by police, and that dis-
sent has to be encour-
aged, not stifled.
Reacting to the devel-
opment, Mr Chidam-
baram tweeted, asking
whether there was even
prima facie evidence
against the accused.
The Court's conclu-
sion: unequivocal no.
Some accused have
been lodged in jail for
nearly three years.
Some got bail after
many months.This is
pre-trial incarcera-
tion, the former home
minister said.
SC must put end to daily abuse
of law, says P Chidambaram
New Delhi: Chief Jus-
tice of India Justice DY
Chandrachud and judg-
es of the Supreme
Court visited Amrit
Udyan in the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan on Sunday
.
On a special invita-
tion by President Drou-
padi Murmu, Chief
Justice of India, Dr Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud
and judges of the Su-
preme Court visited the
Amrit Udyan of Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Presi-
dent of India tweeted
sharing pictures of the
judges along with Pres-
ident Murmu.
New Delhi: The vari-
ous unions represent-
ing the employees of
Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (LIC)
have appealed to Con-
gress to drop its agita-
tion proposed to be
staged on February 6
(Monday) in front of
the LIC offices, reiterat-
ing that its policyhold-
ers’ funds are safe.
The Joint Front of
LIC Unions (Kadapa di-
vision) stated that the
general public as well
as political parties
were expressing con-
cern over the safety of
the money belonging to
the small investors and
policyholders, in the
wake of the report pub-
lished by American
short-seller Hinder-
burg Research. As the
organisation’s ‘respon-
sible representative’ in
the know of things, the
unions came forward
to throw light on the
situation in a bid to put
the record straight and
also to allay the misap-
prehensions.
CJ, SC Judges
visit Amrit Udyan
at Prez’s invite
LIC unions urge
to call off protest
over investments
in Adani Group
New Delhi (PTI): NITI
AayogvicechairmanSu-
man Bery on Sunday
said that India’s focus
should not be on overall
trade deficit with China,
instead it should be on
reducingNewDelhi’sde-
pendence on Beijing for
certain critical inputs.
As per Bery, the right
response is to diversify
to other sources of sup-
ply for critical inputs
including active phar-
maceutical ingredients
(APIs) and supply chain
for renewables. China
is the world’s largest
producer and exporter
of APIs  many of the
Indian companies de-
pend on imports of the
ingredients to produce
various formulations.
“India’s focus should
not be on the trade defi-
cit with China. It should
be on our dependence
on China for certain
critical inputs,” he said.
When asked what meas-
ures should take to re-
duce its rising trade
deficit with China, he
said it is unfortunate
that in the last 7 years,
the larger powers, both
the US and China have
chosen to weaponise
trade interdependence.
“It is unfortunate
that China, which is a
very competitive source
of intermediate goods,
is also a power with
which we have some
military difficulty that
puts a different kind of
complexion,” he said.
Focus should be on reducing dependence on
China for certain critical inputs: NITI Aayog
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia addresses the media
at his residence, in New Delhi on Sunday. —PHOTO BY ANI
P Chidambaram
—Representational
Image
NITI Aayog vice chairman Suman Bery
Tipraha Indigenous Progressive Regional Alliance chief Pradyot Kishore Debbarma addresses the media
during the launch of the party’s election manifesto, in Agartala on Saturday. —PHOTO BY PTI
BRS President and Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao during a public meeting, in Nanded,
on Sunday. —PHOTOS BY PTI
C
C
C
‘BENGAL MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT’
ON MAGH PURNIMA
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Sunday urged to protect the values of humanity, mutual
brotherhood and equality in line with the lessons taught by the saint.
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New Delhi: Indian
Railways has come up
with a very special tour
Garvi Gujarat to show-
case the cultural  Spir-
itual Heritage of Vi-
brant Gujarat State by
running its Bharat
Gaurav Deluxe AC
Tourist Train. This spe-
cial tourist train, oper-
ated by IRCTC, will de-
part on 28th February
from Delhi Safdarjung
Railway Station on 8
days tour. Boarding 
deboarding facility is
provided at Gurugram,
Rewari, Ringas, Phull-
era  Ajmer Railway
Stations for conveni-
ence of tourists.
This train tour pack-
age has been designed
on the lines of Govt. of
India Scheme of “Ek
Bharat Shrestha
Bharat” conceptualised
on the life of Great Free-
dom Fighter Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel.
The first stoppage of
this train tour package
has been kept at Kevadi-
ya wherein the Statue of
Unity will be the centre
of attraction. The entire
train will cover a dis-
tance of 3500 KMs ap-
prox during the course
of 8 days journey
. The
visit of World’s tallest
statue – Statue of Unity
,
Champaner archaeolog-
ical park which is a UN-
ESCO world heritage
site, Adhlej Step Well,
Akshardham Temple at
Ahmedabad, Sabarmati
Ashram, Modhera Sun
Temple and the Rani ki
Vao another UNESCO
site at Patan are the ma-
jor heritage treasures
included in the tour itin-
erary
. Beside, the visit
of Somnath Jyotirlinga,
Nageshwar Jyotirlinga,
Dwarkadheesh Temple
and Beyt Dwarka are
the religious sites cov-
ered in 8 days tour.
There will be two night
stay in the hotels, one
each at Kevadiya and
Ahmedabad respective-
ly, while the visit of
places at Somnath and
Dwarka will be covered
in the day halt at the des-
tination. The State of
Art Deluxe AC Tourist
Train has a host of as-
tounding features in-
cluding two fine dining
restaurants, a modern
kitchen, shower cubi-
cles in coaches, sensor
based washroom func-
tions, foot massager.
The fully air-condi-
tioned train provides
two types of accommo-
dation viz. 1st AC and
2nd AC. The train has
enhanced security fea-
tures of CCTV cameras
and Security Guards for
each coach and also
equipped with infotain-
ment system in the en-
tire train. Bharat
Gaurav Tourist Train
launch is in line with
the Government of In-
dia initiative “Dekho
Apna Desh” to promote
domestic tourism.
Railways to introduce Bharat Gaurav Deluxe AC Tourist Train
UNDER ‘EK BHARAT SHRESTHA BHARAT’ SCHEME
“Garvi Gujarat” tour
will depart on Feb
28 from Delhi’s
Safdarjung Station
New Delhi (PTI): Paki-
stan under President
Pervez Musharraf and
India came close to
reaching a four-point
framework to resolve
the Kashmir issue fol-
lowing backchannel
talks around 2004-07 but
it could not be firmed up
due to certain political
developments, former
Pakistan foreign minis-
ter Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri suggested
around 8 years back.
Musharraf, in his
book ‘Neither A Hawk
Nor A Dove’ which was
published in 2015, Kas-
uri recounted various
stages of negotiations
and steps taken by both
sides which he claimed
were aimed at an “out-
of-the-box” solution to
the vexed problem be-
tween the two nuclear-
armed neighbours.
India  Pakistan
fought two wars which
were followed by the
Kargil conflict in 1999.
Musharraf, as the chief
of the Pakistan Army,
is known to be the ar-
chitect of the Kargil
conflict.
“I had heard the
phrase ‘out-of-the-box
solution’ to Kashmir
from J N Dixit, India’s
National Security Advi-
sor under Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh in
September 2004,” Kas-
uri, who was the Paki-
stan foreign minister
under Musharraf’s
presidency, wrote.
The former Pakistan
foreign minister also
referred to Mushar-
raf ’s book ‘In the Line
of Fire’ where he also
wrote about the need
for an ‘out of the box’
solution to the Kash-
mir issue.
“Obviously, the
ground realities must
have changed drastical-
ly for the leaders of Pa-
kistanandIndiatoreach
the conclusion that
thereisindeedaneedfor
an out-of-the-box solu-
tion,” Kasuri wrote.
The Pakistan foreign
minister from 2002 to
2007 also described in
the book how this solu-
tion materialised in a
more concrete form
through the backchan-
nel negotiations over
almost three years.
“We now come to the
contours of a possible
settlement of the intrac-
table JK dispute be-
tween Pakistan and In-
dia which has been the
cause of constant fric-
tion between the two
countries over the last
sixdecades,”heclaimed.
‘PAK UNDER MUSHARRAF CAME
CLOSE TO SOLVE KASHMIR ISSUE’
Said ex-Pak foreign minister when steps were taken by both sides around 8 years back
—Representational
Image
—Representational Image
New Delhi (PTI): Former
Pakistan president Pervez
Musharraf, who died on
Sunday, was once listed
among “six great personali-
ties” of the world in a Class 3
textbook in India which was
withdrawn following a con-
troversy. The book — “Naitik
Shiksha, Samanya Gyan
Evam Yoga” — being taught
at a private school in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur featured
the former military dictator,
considered the architect of
the 1999 Kargil War with
India, among “six great
personalities” in one of the
chapters and also carried his
picture. The District Bar As-
sociation (DBA) had strongly
objected to the chapter and
complained to the district
authorities in this regard,
following which Christ
Asha School at Awadhpuri
withdrew the book in 2015.
“This is highly objectionable.
Under the Musharraf regime
in Pakistan, the Kargil War
took place, in which many
Indian soldiers lost their
lives,” the DBA had said.
WHEN MUSHARRAF
BRANDED AS GREAT
MAN IN INDIAN
SCHOOL TEXTBOOK
Lucknow: With top
politicians, industrial-
ists and eminent per-
sons arriving in Luc-
know for the Global In-
vestors’ Summit-23 and
the G20 meetings this
month, unprecedented
security arrangements
are being made in the
state capital. Over 6,000
personnel from the cen-
tral paramilitary forces
and UP Police have been
engaged to ensure law
and order during the
GIS and G-20 events.
As per government
spokesman,nightvision
drones  ATS comman-
dos coupled with spe-
cialized squads from the
STF,andcybercopshave
been engaged for secu-
rity at venues where
events will be held.
Three members of banned group PFI
arrested in Madhya Pradesh,say cops
Bhopal (PTI):TheMad-
hya Pradesh Police have
arrested 3 members of
the banned outfit Popu-
lar Front of India (PFI)
on charges of conspir-
ing against the govern-
ment and indulging in
unlawful activities, an
official said on Sunday
.
With this, the police
have taken into custody
four members of the
banned outfit in the last
couple of days.
In the latest action,
two PFI members were
arrestedinBhopalwhile
the third one was held
after being brought on
production warrant
from Maharashtra in
connection with a case
registered by the MP Po-
lice’sSpecialTaskForce.
Unprecedentedsecurity
arrangementsforGIS-23,
G20meetinLucknow
Uttarakhand: Uttara-
khand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Sunday flagged off
relief materials to
Joshimath from Uttra-
khand Sadan in Delhi
on Sunday
.
The disaster caused
in the area affected a
number of families and
they sustained a lot of
loss due to land subsid-
ence and water dis-
charge in the area.
The CM thanked peo-
ple for donating relief
materials for the people
of Joshimath directly
or through the Mukhy-
amantari Rahat Kosh
scheme in the state. He
also thanked PM Naren-
dra Modi for providing
the relief material to
the state via Uttra-
khand Sadan in Delhi.
Uttarakhand CM Dhami flags
off relief material to Joshimath
New Delhi: A Bangkok-
bound Indian passen-
ger was apprehended by
CISF personnel at the
Delhi airport for alleg-
edly carrying foreign
currency worth about
Rs 50 lakh by conceal-
ing them in clothes kept
in his baggage, officials
said on Sunday. The
man was intercepted by
security personnel at
terminal 3 of the Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) airport during se-
curity checks.
IGI: Man held with
`50 lakh worth
Dollars, Euros
New Delhi (ANI): For-
mer Director of AIIMS,
New Delhi, Dr Randeep
Guleria, took charge as
new President of AIIMS
Bilaspur on Sunday
. “Dr
Guleria is the former
Director of AIIMS, New
Delhi, and a renowned
expert in the fields of
pulmonary medicine,
critical care, and sleep
medicine,” tweeted
AIIMS Bilaspur.
Dr Guleria takes
charge as Prez of
AIIMS, Bilaspur
THE COMPLETE PACKAGE
l This train Tour has been designed on
the lines of the “Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat” scheme of Govt. of India to
showcase the heritage of vibrant Gujarat
l State of Art Bharat Gaurav Deluxe AC Tour-
ist Train with 1st AC  2nd AC Class will be
operated for 8 days all inclusive tour
l Tourist Train consists of 4 first AC
coaches, 2 second AC Coaches, one
well equipped pantry car and two rail
restaurants. It can accommodate 156
tourists onboard
l Visit of prominent pilgrimage and
heritage sites of Gujarat i.e. Statue of
Unity, Champaner, Somnath, Dwarka,
Nageshwar, Beyt Dwarka, Ahmedabad,
Modhera  Patan will be the major at-
tractions in the itinerary
l Tourists can also board/deboard at Guru-
gram, Rewari, Ringas, Phullera  Ajmer
Railway Stations on this tourist train
l IRCTC has also tied up with payment
gateways for providing EMI payment
option to the customers
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami flags off relief material.
DELHI POLICE NABS
2 FOR SWINDLING
RLYS JOB SEEKERS
16 KIDS FALL ILL
AFTER EATING
POISONOUS FRUIT
New Delhi (PTI): In a
major breakthrough, Delhi
Police’s Economic Offenc-
es Wing has arrested a
67-year-old man and his
43-year-old accomplice for
being part of a gang that
scammed 28 people from
Tamil Nadu of Rs 2.68
crore with the promise of
a job and “training” them
in counting trains at New
Delhi Railway Station.
Mirzapur (ANI): As many
as 16 children have fallen
ill after allegedly eating
poisonous Jatropha fruit
in a colony in Chunar po-
lice station area, a senior
official here said. The
children had consumed
the poisonous fruit
“mistaking it for almond,”
the official said, adding
the condition of all the
children is stable.
Lucknow: Four persons, including an Indian Army soldier
posted in Nagaland and a former army man, have been
arrested for allegedly duping job
seekers with the promise of getting
them recruited in the armed forces,
the Uttar Pradesh police said
Sunday. The arrests were made on
Saturday in a joint operation of the Uttar Pradesh police’s
Special Task Force (STF) and Military Intelligence.
Ahmedabad (PTI): The former US secretary Hillary Clinton
on Sunday said heat caused by climate change poses an
additional challenge to women work-
ers in informal sectors and a global
‘Climate Resilience Fund’ will help
tackle this challenge. Addressing
members an event in Ahmedabad,
Clinton said a group of concerned
people has come together to help start the climate resil-
ience fund which will be the first-of-its-kind in the world.
ARMY SOLDIER, 3 OTHERS ARRESTED FOR
CHEATING YOUNG PEOPLE OVER JOBS IN UP
HILLARY CLINTON’S CLIMATE CHANGE
WARNING TO WOMEN WORKERS IN INDIA
CRUCIAL READ
New Delhi: The New Delhi
Municipal Council is set
to to organise a G20 food
festival on the theme of
Taste the World and In-
ternational year of Millets
at the Talkatora Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi on
February 11 and 12. The
main purpose of the food
festival is for the people
to enjoy food delicacies
of G20 member countries
and guest countries.
FOOD FEST ON FEB
11-12 IN NEW DELHI
NIA ARRESTS 2 PERSONS FROM BIHAR
New Delhi (PTI):
The Supreme Court is
all set to get five new
judges, taking its
strength to 32 against
the sanctioned
strength of 34, on
Monday when three
chief justices-- Jus-
tice Pankaj Mithal,
Justice Sanjay Karol
and PV Sanjay Kumar
-- of high courts of Ra-
jasthan, Patna and
Manipur respectively
will take oath along-
side two other senior
high court judges.
Justice Ahsanud-
din Amanullah of the
Patna High Court and
Justice Manoj Misra
of the Allahabad High
Court will also be ad-
ministered oath of of-
fice by the Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) as
apex court judges in a
ceremony to be held at
the court's auditori-
um in its new build-
ing complex. The sen-
ior most among the
five judges, whose
names were officially
announced by the
Centre on Saturday, is
Justice Mithal whose
parent cadre is the Al-
lahabad High Court.
He was serving as
the Chief Justice of
the Rajasthan High
Court since October
14, last year. Born on
June 17, 1961, Justice
Mithal is a 1982 com-
merce graduate from
Allahabad University
.
He completed his LLB
in 1985 from Meerut
College and enrolled
as an advocate in the
Bar Council of Uttar
Pradeshthesameyear.
All the 5 names for
the judgeship were
recommended by the
six-member Supreme
Court Collegium on
December 13 last year.
Supreme Court set to
get 5 new judges today
Justice Pankaj
Mithal
Justice Sanjay
Karol
Justice PV
Sanjay Kumar
Justice
Ahsanuddin
Justice Manoj
Misra
2 MORE NAMES
 


	8. FMCG makers see  green shoots of revival
New Delhi (PTI): Major
FMCG companies feel the
demand slump has bot-
tomed out and there are
green shoots of recovery in
the rural markets, which
has been under stress since
the last few quarters.
With abating commodity
price pressures, firms such
as HUL, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
Dabur, Marico and Emami
expect a gradual recovery
in consumption going for-
ward and are increasing
upfront marketing invest-
ments in advertising and
promotion (AP).
In the third quarter end-
ed December 31, 2022, the
companies reported
growth in the urban mar-
kets. Modern trade chan-
nels and e-commerce also
posted growth. But FMCG
sales from traditional trade
channels such as kirana
stores were flat.
However, the companies
said they are witnessing
signs of improvement.
IN RURAL MARKET
EXPECT
RECOVERY
z With abating commodity
price pressures, firms such
as HUL, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
Dabur, Marico and Emami
expect a gradual recovery in
consumption going forward
and are increasing upfront
marketing investments in
advertising and promotion
(AP)
business
BRIEFS
Itanagar: The 5G service
was launched in the
Arunachal Pradesh capital
Itanagar, ushering in an
era of ultra high-speed in-
ternet on mobile phones.
CM Pema Khandu
launched the 5G service
by Airtel and Reliance Jio
here on Saturday, an offi-
cial communique said.
Khandu termed the
launch of 5G service as
the beginning of a revolu-
tion in the use of digital
services in the fields of
education, healthcare, ag-
riculture and public ser-
vice delivery.  —PTI
5G INTERNET
SERVICE LAUNCHED
IN ITANAGAR
New Delhi: Nine of the 10
most valued firms togeth-
er added `1.88 lakh crore
in market valuation last
week, with ITC emerging
as the biggest gainer. The
30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex jumped 1,510.98
points last week. Barring
Reliance Industries Limit-
ed, rest nine firms includ-
ing Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS), HDFC Bank,
Infosys and ICICI Bank
were the gainers from the
top-10 list. The combined
market valuation gain of
the nine firms was at
`1,88,366.69 crore. How-
ever, the mcap of Reli-
ance Industries declined
by `5,885.97 crore to
`15,75,715.14 cr.  —PTI
NINE OF TOP-10
FIRMS ADD `1.88 L
CRORE IN M-CAP
New Delhi: India’s crude
steel production rose by
5.80% to 124.45 million
tonne (MT) in 2022, ac-
cording to SteelMint. The
country had produced
117.63 MT crude steel in
2021, the market research
firm said. The production
of finished steel was at
110.03 MT, up from over
104.54 MT a year ago,
SteelMint said in its latest
report. The consumption
of finished steel rose to
106.48 MT, as against
98.39 MT in 2021, a year-
on-year rise of 8%.  —PTI
INDIA’S CRUDE STEEL
OUTPUT GROWS BY
5.80% TO 124.45 MT
New Delhi: Foreign inves-
tors pulled out `28,852
crore from Indian equities
in January, making it the
worst outflow in the last
seven months, primarily
due to attractiveness of
the Chinese markets. This
came following a net in-
vestment of `11,119
crore in December. Ac-
cording to the data, FPIs
withdrew a net sum of
`28,852 crore from equi-
ties in January. This was
also the biggest monthly
withdrawal by FPIs since
June 2022, when they
had pulled out `50,203
crore from equities. —PTI
FOREIGN INVESTORS
PULL OUT `28,852
CRORE IN JANUARY
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 57,310.00 00.00 0.00 (Per 10g)
SILVER 71,200.00 00.00 0.00 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 81.83 0.00 0.00
GBPINR 100.05 0.00 0.00
CURRENCIES
*Rates till the edition went to print.
=
=
=
=
IREDA, WAPCOS TO HIT
CAPITAL MARKETS
NEXT FISCAL: PANDEY
New Delhi: The government is
targeting to launch the initial
public offering (IPO) of clean
energy lender
IREDA and
state-owned
engineering
consultancy
firm WAPCOS in the next
fiscal, DIPAM Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said.
The proceeds from the stake
sales would form part of the
Budgeted disinvestment kitty
of `51,000 crore for the next
fiscal. “IREDA is lined up for
IPO next fiscal. DRHP for
WAPCOS has already been
filed,” Pandey said.  —PTI
48 CRORE PAN LINKED
WITH AADHAAR SO
FAR: CBDT CHAIRMAN
New Delhi: About 48 crore in-
dividual PANs, out of the total
61 crore issued till now, have
been linked
with Aadhaar
till date and
those who do
not link it by
the declared deadline of March
31 will not get benefits while
undertaking various business
and tax-related activities,
CBDT Chairperson Nitin Gupta
said. According to govt’s role
those individual PANs that are
not attached to the Aadhaar
by the end of this financial
year (March 31, 2023) will be
rendered inoperative. —PTI
TATA MOTORS AIMS TO OPERATIONALISE FORD'S
SANAND PLANT IN NEXT 12-18 MONTHS
New Delhi: Tata Motors is looking to commence operations
at the Gujarat-based manufacturing plant it acquired from
Ford, over the next 12-18 months to scale up its production
capacity, according to its head of
passenger vehicle business. The
automaker earlier this month
completed the acquisition of Ford
India’s manufacturing plant at
Sanand through a subsidiary. In
August last year, the company had
announced that its arm Tata Passenger Electric Mobility Ltd
(TPEML) would acquire Ford India Pvt Ltd’s (FIPL) Sanand
plant, Gujarat for `726 crore. —PTI
ONGC TO RAMP UP EXPLORATION FOR OIL, GAS;
LOOKS FOR COLLABORATIONS, SAYS CHAIRMAN
New Delhi: India’s top oil and gas producer ONGC is
pivoting a four-pronged strategy of ramping up exploration
efforts, quickly bringing discovered
resources to production, raising
recovery from existing fields and in-
creasing collaborations with experts
to reverse years of decline in output,
its new chairman said. ONGC is keen
to induct internationally renowned
exploration firms as strategic partners in difficult areas
such as deepsea and bring-in experts who can help raise
productivity from ageing  mature fields. —PTI
OTHER STORIES
AS PER EXPERTS
RBI LIKELY TO SETTLE FOR 25 BPS HIKE
Mumbai (PTI): With retail
inflation showing signs of
softening and the US Fed
moderating the pace of in-
crease in its benchmark
interest rate, the RBI is
likely to settle for a smaller
25 basis points (bps) repo
rate hike in its forthcoming
bi-monthly monetary poli-
cy due later this week.
In its December mone-
tary policy review, the cen-
tral bank had raised the
key benchmark interest
rate (repo) by 35 bps after
delivering three back-to-
back increases of 50 bps.
Since May last year, the
RBI has increased the
short-term lending rate by
225 basis points to contain
inflation, mostly driven by
external factors, especially
global supply chain disrup-
tion following the Russia-
Ukraine war outbreak.
RBI’s rate-setting panel
- Monetary Policy Commit-
tee - will start its three-day
deliberations on the next
set of monetary policy on
Monday. The decision will
be announced on Feb 8.
Kotak Institutional Eq-
uities in a report said the
global inflation environ-
ment is gradually turning
benign although inflation
is still well above every
central bank’s target. Infla-
tion will likely moderate
further in the next few
months, leading to the end
of the rate hiking cycle by
first half of 2023 and pos-
sible rate cuts in late-2023/
early-2024.
“However, given large
global uncertainties, cen-
tral banks’ levers for sup-
porting growth through
monetary easing remain
limited, thereby risking
higher rates for an extend-
ed period.
“We expect the RBI MPC
to hike policy rate by 25 bps
to 6.5%, followed by a pro-
longed wait-and-watch ap-
proach, as it assesses the
lagged impact of monetary
tightening on growth and
inflation,” it said.
The RBI has been tasked
to ensure that retail infla-
tion remains at 4% with a
margin of 2%. However, it
failed to keep the inflation
rate below six per cent for
three consecutive quarters
beginning January 2022.
REPO RATE HIKE
SINCE MAY 2022
z In its Dec monetary policy
review, the central bank had
raised the key benchmark
interest rate (repo) by 35
basis points (bps) after
delivering three back-to-back
increases of 50 bps
z Since May last year, the
Reserve Bank has increased
the short-term lending rate
by 225 basis points
‘India’s focus should be on
reducing dependence on China’
New Delhi (PTI): NITI
Aayog vice chairman Su-
man Bery said that India’s
focus should not be on over-
all trade deficit with China,
instead it should be on re-
ducing New Delhi’s de-
pendence on Beijing for
certain critical inputs.
According to Bery, the
right response is to diver-
sify to other sources of sup-
ply for critical inputs in-
cluding active pharmaceu-
tical ingredients (APIs)
and supply chain for re-
newables.
China is the world’s larg-
est producer and exporter
of APIs and many of the
Indian companies depend
on imports of the ingredi-
ents to produce various for-
mulations. “India’s focus
should not be on the trade
deficit with China. It
should be on our depend-
ence on China for certain
critical inputs,” he said.
To reduce the trade defi-
cit with China, Bery sug-
gested that India should
formulate a sector-by-sec-
tor strategy
.
Bery said Chinese enter-
prises are looking for mar-
kets and they want to hold
on to the Indian market.
“And to do that, they should
be prevented from being
monopolists, by the way,”
Bery emphasised.
China’s exports to India
climbed to $118.5 billion, a
year-on-year increase of
21.7 per cent.
Centre likely to hike DA
by 4% to 42%: Report
New Delhi (PTI): The cen-
tral government is likely to
increase dearness allow-
ance (DA) for its over one
crore employees and pen-
sioners by four percentage
points to 42% from existing
38% as per the agreed for-
mula for the purpose.
The dearness allowance
for employees and pension-
ers are worked out on the
basis of the latest CPI-IW
brought out by the Labour
Bureau every month. The
Labour Bureau is a wing of
the Labour Ministry
.
All India Railwaymen
Federation, General Secre-
tary, Shiva Gopal Mishra
said, “The CPI-IW for De-
cember 2022 was released
on January 31, 2023. The
dearness allowance hike
works out to be 4.23%. But
the government does not
factor in hiking DA be-
yond decimal point. Thus
DA is likely to be increased
by four percentage points
to 42%.”
He further explained
that the expenditure de-
partment of the Finance
Ministry will formulate a
proposal to hike DA along
with its revenue implica-
tion and will put up the
proposal before the Union
Cabinet for approval.
Government
hikes windfall tax
on crude oil
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment has hiked wind-
fall profit tax levied on do-
mestically-produced crude
oil as well as on the export
of diesel and ATF, in line
with firming international
oil prices, according to an
official order.
The levy on crude oil
produced by companies
such as ONGC has been in-
creased to `5,050 per tonne
from `1,900 per tonne.
The government has also
hiked the tax on export of
diesel to `7.5 per litre from
`5, and the same on over-
seas shipments of ATF to
`6 a litre from `3.5 a litre.
The levy on both domes-
tic crude oil and fuel ex-
ports is now off the lows it
had hit last month.
‘Higher investment limit in saving
schemes to benefit senior citizens’
New Delhi (PTI): The de-
cision to raise the invest-
ment ceilings in small sav-
ings schemes is aimed at
benefiting senior citizens
and the middle class who
park funds in safe govern-
ment deposit schemes of-
fering higher returns than
banks, Finance Secretary
TV Somanathan has said.
The Budget 2023-24
raised the maximum de-
posit limit for Senior Citi-
zen Savings Scheme from
`15 lakh to `30 lakh. Also,
the maximum deposit limit
for Monthly Income Ac-
count Scheme will be en-
hanced from `4.5 lakh to `9
lakh for a single account.
Somanathan said the
ceilings under the Senior
Citizen Savings Scheme
have been unchanged for
quite some time, and the
decision to raise the ceiling
is primarily a measure for
the welfare of the middle
class and senior citizens.
“People in advanced age
need safe investment op-
tions, and the incomes have
increased in the period be-
tween the last revision and
now. So, this doubling of
the ceiling offers senior
citizens a chance to put
their money in a 100% safe
investment with an attrac-
tive interest rate, which is
significantly higher than
in banks,” he said.
MAX DEPOSIT
LIMIT RAISED
z The Budget 2023-24 raised
the maximum deposit limit
for Senior Citizen Savings
Scheme from `15 lakh to
`30 lakh
RBI interest rate
decision to drive
mkts this week
New Delhi (PTI): Equity
markets’ focus will shift to
the RBI interest rate deci-
sion scheduled this week,
with investors also track-
ing the ongoing third quar-
ter earnings, global trends
and foreign fund trading
activity, for further cues,
analysts said.
Brent crude oil prices
and rupee-dollar move-
ment would also drive the
trends in the market.
The direction of the US
market will be closely
watched, but the flow of
FIIs will be crucial because
they have been selling
heavily in the Indian mar-
ket since the beginning of
2023.
 


	9. Clarity is the  precedent to
mastery, set your goals and
watch your world become more
delightful and wonderful.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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New Delhi: Taking a
step towards develop-
ing New Delhi’s Bikan-
er House as a culture
hub in the national
capital, a Sculpture
Park has been built in
its premises. Chief Sec-
retary Usha Sharma
inaugurated the Sculp-
ture Park, which has a
glimpse of modern and
contemporary art and
culture. Sharma said
that she is happy that
the foundation stone of
this Sculpture Park was
laid during the India
Art Fair  she was priv-
ileged to have inaugu-
rated it. She said that
contemporary art is be-
ing displayed by young
artists through such
events,  senior artists
are getting a chance to
recognize architecture
 stay connected to the
roots. Congratulating
all ‘artists’ and entire
team of Bikaner House,
Sharma said that she
hoped that according to
Raj govt’s priority
, there
will be no shortage in
enhancing heritage 
new initiatives will con-
tinue to be taken. Resi-
dent Commissioner
Dhiraj Srivastava,
State’s ACS  Chief
Resident Commissioner
in Delhi Shubhra Singh
were present.
CS: GOVERNMENT WON’T LEAVE ANY STONE
UNTURNED IN ENHANCING HERITAGE
Dinesh Tiwari
Jaipur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ad-
dressed the partici-
pants of Jaipur Ma-
hakhel on Sunday via
video conferencing,
which is being held at
Chotrakoot Stadium.
The Jaipur Mahakhel
has been organised in
Jaipur by Athens Olym-
pics silver medallist
and Lok Sabha MP from
Jaipur Rural, Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore
since 2017.
“History is witness
that children of this
brave land turn the bat-
tleground into a play-
ground with their val-
our. That is why, from
past to present, when-
ever the question of the
nation’s security arises,
the youth of Rajasthan
don’t lag behind any-
one,” said PM Modi
through video confer-
encing.
The organisation of
Mahkhel provides an
opportunity for the
youth of Jaipur to
showcase their sporting
talent and also moti-
vates them to take up
sports as a career op-
tion, a PIB release said.
“Rajasthan gave sev-
eral sports talents to the
country and enhanced
Tricolour’s pride by
winning medals. Jaipur
even elected an Olym-
pic medallist as MP. De-
lighted that Rajyavard-
han Rathore is return-
ing to the young genera-
tion through Saansad
Sports Competition,
what the country gave
him,” the PM said.
“The series of sports
events and sports maha-
kumbh, that has begun
in the country, is a re-
flection of a major
change. The land of Ra-
jasthan is known for the
enthusiasm and capa-
bility of its youth,” he
added. He said that to-
day’s youth does not
want to remain con-
fined to just one field
due to their multi-tal-
ented and multi-dimen-
sional capabilities.
He said that more
than Rs 1,000 crore have
been allocated to the
Khelo India’ campaign
alone which will be
spent on the develop-
ment of sports facilities
and resources in the
country
.
“The youths of Ra-
jasthan always are
ahead of the rest when
it comes to the security
of the nation,” Modi
said. He said out that
the amount given in ma-
jor sports awards has
also increased up to
three times and sports
infrastructure has been
ramped up in districts
across the country
.
He emphasised the
need to maintain fit-
ness not just in sports
field but also in daily
life  quipped, “If you
remain fit, only then
you will be superhit”.
“The next gold and sil-
ver medalists for the na-
tion will emerge from
among you. If you are
determined, you will
increase the tricolour’s
glory even in Olympics.
Wherever you go, you
will bring laurels to the
nation,” the PM said.
YOUTH OF RAJ DON’T LAG BEHIND ANYONE: PM
The Jaipur Mahakhel, which is focussing on
the Kabaddi competition this year, started on
National Youth Day i.e. January 12, 2023
The organisation of Mahakhel provides an
opportunity to the youth of Jaipur to
showcase their sporting talent
Max youth being
involved under
‘India Art Fair’ 
Bikaner House:
Dhiraj Srivastava
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the participants of
Jaipur Mahakhel via video conferencing from New Delhi on
Sunday. Also seen is Rajyavardhan Rathore and others. Teams toss a coin before the match at the Chitrakoot Stadium in Jaipur on Sunday.
Events like Khel Mahakumbh help in har-
nessing sporting talent. The land of Ra-
jasthan is known for the enthusiasm and
potential of its youth. As the country cele-
brated 75 years of Independence, the nation is creat-
ing new definitions and building new systems. Noth-
ing is impossible to achieve for the youngsters of free
India. —Narendra Modi, PM
The presence of PM Narendra Modi in to-
day’s gala event makes it a ‘Mahakhel’
event. Sportspersons of my era are witness-
es to the plight of sports under previous gov-
ernments. Now we see the facilities and honour given
to sportspersons. PM Modi’s regime brought the
‘Golden Era’ for the world of sports and sporspersons.
—Rajyavardhan Rathore, Lok Sabha MP, Jaipur Rural
—PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO
ABOUT MAHAKHEL
z The Jaipur Mahakhel has witnessed the partici-
pation of more than 6,400 youths and sports
persons from more than 450 gram panchayats,
municipalities, and wards of all eight legislative
assembly regions of Jaipur Rural.
z The Jaipr Mahakhel has been organised in Jaipur
by Athens Olympics silver medallist and Lok
Sabha MP from Jaipur Rural, Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore since 2017.
z About 512 Kabbadi Teams participated in
Mahakhel. Teams A  B of Jhotwara played the
final match during the concluding ceremony.
z Sports Ministry has been allocated a budget of
Rs 2,500 crore this year compared to Rs 800-
850 crore before 2014. An amount of Rs 1,000
cr have been sanctioned for Khelo India.
z 125 Girl Teams participated in the event.
A unique initiative is the launch of ‘Bikaner
House Dialogues’ in association with eminent
personalities on issues related to art, literature,
culture and heritage, along with the launch of Sculpture
Park at Bikaner House. With this, apart from being suc-
cessful in raising the issues related to these subjects, it will
also be possible to make a detailed evaluation.
—Usha Sharma, CS
Under the aegis of ‘India Art Fair’ and Bikaner
House, large scale participation of the young
generation is being ensured and this is also de-
termining the future direction of art literature. This
Sculpture Park of Bikaner House is one of a kind in the
capital, which will prove to be a milestone in providing
platform to modern and contemporary art work.
—Dhiraj Srivastava, Resident Commissioner
Usha Sharma tours the Sculpture Park at the Bikaner House in New
Delhi.Also seen is Shubhra Singh, Dhiraj Srivastava  others.
Raje offers prayers at
Beneshwar Dham,
interacts with devotees
‘Charitable work must
have collective faith’
Want to create an IT- friendly generation in
villages of Kota, Bundi: LS Speaker Om Birla
‘Public reps must
attend meetings’
HAATH SE
HAATH JODO
Dr Joshi participates in various
events during Rajsamand tour
First India Bureau
Dungarpur: Former
CM Vasundhara Raje
participated in the Ma-
hakumbh Beneshwar,
the fair of tribals dur-
ing her visit to Dungar-
pur district on Sunday.
Raje reached the Radha
Krishna temple after
walking about 1.5 kilo-
metres and took the
blessings of Mahant
Achyutanand Maharaj.
She prayed at the tem-
ples and wished for
state’s prosperity
.
Ex-BJP State Prez
Ashok Parnami  ex-
Minister Chand Kri-
palani accompanied her
Meanwhile, BJP
workers welcomed Raje
on entering Dungarpur
border from Gol bridge
in Aspur. Raje interact-
ed with devotees at the
fair. While addressing
Mav devotees  refer-
ring to Mavji Maharaj,
she called upon them to
take Mavji’s speech to
every home. She said
that Beneshwar Dham
has developed in the last
years, but there is still a
need for further devel-
opment. Raje also visit-
ed Mavji Maharaj Pano-
rama, Shiv Temple and
the Valmiki Temple.
First India Bureau
Kota: Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla, while de-
claring his intention to
innovate in direction of
rural development in
his parliamentary con-
stituency, said that
there is an intention to
create a generation in
the villages of Kota
Bundi, which has a bet-
ter use of information
technology and will be
educated and developed
and it should also be IT
friendly
.
“For this we are also
aiming to set up a digital
library in the villages,”
he said. During his stay
in home town Kota, Bir-
la was talking to the me-
dia while meeting peo-
ple at the camp office.
During his 2-day stay in
hometown, Birla met
masses and listened to
the allegations of public
deprivation. People
from remote areas of
KotaandBundiattended
the ‘Janta Darbar
.’
Bhanwar S Charan
Kota: UDH Minister
Shanti Dhariwal while
addressing the founda-
tion stone laying cere-
mony of Acharya Vid-
yasagar Sant Bhavan,
said that whether it is
for constructing a tem-
ple or a dharamshala,
the charitable work
should include the spir-
it and faith of all with
collective contribution.
The credit  burden of
such constructions
should not be put on
any one.
Dhariwal, along with
Congress leader Amit
Dhariwal  Jain leader
Prakash Jain, laid the
foundation stone of
Sant Bhawan  said
that he will arrange
funds for construction
of first floor.
Describing UDH Min-
ister Dhariwal as Jain
Ratna, he was also fe-
licitated for unprece-
dented development
works. Dhariwal at-
tended the colorful clos-
ing ceremony of Kota
Mahotsav at Maharao
Ummed Singh Stadium
in the evening.
First India Bureau
Rajsamand: Assembly
Speaker Dr CP Joshi on
Sunday, took part in
various events in Rail-
magra town during his
visit to Rajsamand dis-
trict. He inaugurated
the Railmagra bus
stand and later took
part in the meeting of
Pensioner community
.
The Speaker also
participated in a pro-
gram organised by the
Bar Council. Similarly,
on Monday, he will in-
augurate the newly-
built residential com-
plex of Government
District Hospital in
Nathdwara. He will also
lay the foundation stone
of works being done un-
der RUIDP Nathdwara
Integrated Water Sup-
ply Project. Likewise,
on Tuesday, he will take
part in inaugural cere-
mony of Tribal Resi-
dential Hostel. He is
scheduled to return to
Jaipur on Wednesday
.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: State Congress
in-charge Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa will
hold a meeting of
Bharatpur and Kota di-
vision during his visit
on February 7 and 8. For
this, prior instructions
have already been is-
sued to public repre-
sentatives that it is man-
datory for them to at-
tend these meetings re-
lated to the party’s ‘Hath
se Hath Jodo’ campaign.
Absence of Minis-
ters and MLAs unless
backed by a valid rea-
son, would attract dis-
ciplinary action. Re-
cently, notices were is-
sued to the Ministers
who did not attend the
meetings in Jaipur and
Ajmer divisions and
Randhawa had taken
strong action then.
Vasundhara Raje offers prayers at Beneshwar Dham on Sunday.
Dr CP Joshi during the ‘Pran Pratishtha Mahotsav’ of newly built
Sabri Mata Temple at Chitani Chhota Bhanuja in Nathdwara.
Shanti Dhariwal interacts with a woman during the ‘Haath Se
Haath Jodo’ drive in Kota. Also seen is Amit Dhariwal  others.
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa
Dhariwal took out a paday-
atra under Cong’s ‘Haath
Se Haath Jodo’ drive with
public  workers of riverside
area. The Padyatra began
from Bapu Nagar Kachhi
Basti in Ward No. 69. Con-
gress leader Amit Dhariwal
along with the UDH Minister
took information about the
development works from the
residents and also listened to
the problems of the people
on the spot and assured
them for quick solutions.
HAATH SE HAATH
JODO DRIVE IN KOTA
WEDDING RECEPTION!
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra and Shashikant Sharma attended
the wedding reception of Harish, son of BJP National
President JP Nadda, at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New
Delhi on Sunday. Harish was married to Riddhi in Jaipur
on January 25.
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra interacting with senior BJP leader
Sunil Bansal seen here with Shashikant Sharma and
others during the wedding reception.
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Beawar: The annual
ShreeCementSankat-
mochan Hanuman
religious festival,
which was celebrated
with devoted fervour
and belief from Feb-
ruary 2 to 5, in Bea-
war came to a close
with a splendid cul-
tural evening of mu-
sic by renowned sing-
er and musician Pri-
tam Chakravorty
.
This year was the
23rd anniversary of
the festival which is
the sparkling high-
light of the year not
just for the Shree Ce-
ment company, em-
ployees and their
families but also for
theentirepopulaceof
Beawar and Hanu-
man bhakts from all
over Rajasthan.
Duringthecultural
evening on Sunday
, at
the Shree Rang-
manch, Chairman
Emeritus BG Bangur
thanked everyone
andsaidwehavebeen
blessed by Sankatmo-
chan Hanuman and
have reached unprec-
edented heights since
the year 2000. Chair-
man HM Bangur in
his address said that
Shree Cement’s aim
is not be No.1 in the
nation but the entire
world and with the
blessings of Sankat-
mochanwewillreach
this goal. Vice Chair-
man Prashant Ban-
gur also conveyed his
gratitude to Sankat-
mochan Hanuman
and said that Shree
Cement owes its na-
tional and interna-
tional success to his
blessings. Managing
Director Neeraj Ak-
houry welcomed all
the guests and said
that each one of them
is part of the Shree
Cement family and
together they have to
take the company
ahead and forward.
The entire Bangur
family including
Pooja, the daughter
of HM Bangur and
her husband Gaurav
Jain, Viraj Bangur
and Vidush Bangur,
Whole Time Director
PN Chhangani, Presi-
dent Commercial
Sanjay Mehta, Jt
President Commer-
cial Arvind Khincha,
Trustee, Education
for all Trust Sundeep
Bhutoria and other
eminent guests were
also present during
the cultural evening
and the two-day fes-
tive celebrations.
On Sunday
, a Prab-
hat Pheri was taken
outat6:00aminwhich
closeto300employees
andtheirfamiliesalso
participated enthusi-
astically
. A friendly
match of volleyball
wasalsoheldbetween
the management and
the employees which
is a long-standing tra-
dition of together-
ness and sportsman
spirit. HMBangurled
the ‘Bengal Roar’
team and defeated
NeerajAkhoury’s‘De-
sert storm’ team
while Viraj Bangur
won the award for the
best player.
As part of the fes-
tivities, Mangla and
Shringar aarti was
held in the wee hours
of Saturdaymorning,
the ceremonial, ritu-
alistic consecration,
abhishek and grand
aarti were completed
by Acharya Lakshmi-
narayan and other
learned pandits. The
Bangur family per-
formed ‘abhishek’ of
Shri Sankatmochan
Hanumanji and par-
ticipated devotedly in
the puja, javan and
purnaaahuti. All the
senior management
members were part
of the puja and
sought blessings.
In the afternoon on
the same day, a mas-
sive and resplendent
‘Shobha Yatra’ was
taken out from Shree
SankatmochanHanu-
man Temple premis-
es, during the Yatra
the Bangur family
seated the Deity form
of theLordceremoni-
ously in the divine
chariot from their
own temple.
The cultural even-
ing was a perfect cul-
mination of the four
days festival and was
enjoyed and appreci-
ated by one and all.
SHREE SANKATMOCHAN
SHREE SANKATMOCHAN
HANUMAN
HANUMAN
KI JAI !
KI JAI !
ENTIRE BEAWAR WAS IMMERSED IN
THE COLOURS OF BHAKTI AND
BLISSFULNESS DURING THE ANNUAL
SHREE SANKATMOCHAN HANUMAN
FESTIVAL BY SHREE CEMENT
ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
BG Bangur addressing the audience
during the cultural evening on Sunday
The eminent gathering enjoying the cultural evening
BG Bangur hands over the trophy to Neeraj Akhoury
Famous singer Pritam Chakraborty enthralled
the audience with his mesmerizing performance
Arvind Khicha with H C Gupta and others during Prabhat Pheri
HM Bangur congratulates Viraj as he accepts
the best player trophy during the volleyball match
HM Bangur, Prashant Bangur along with Viraj and Vidush
Bangur perform Rudrabhishek of Sankatmochan Hanuman on Saturday
HM Bangur with other family members and
Neeraj Akhoury respectfully carries the Deity
form of Lord Hanuman for the Shobha Yatra
Shree Sankatmochan Hanuman temple darshan on Sunday
—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA
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City First
brings you
some of the
most beautiful
holiday
destinations
which can help
make your
loved one feel
extra special
UDAIPUR– CITY OF ROMANCE
One of the top destinations for cou-
ples is said to be Udaipur. Due to the
availability of intimate places to
spend time with your sweetheart.
The “City of Lakes” or the “Venice
of the East” is how people refer to
Udaipur. It has palaces and forts
where you may enjoy a regal ro-
mantic encounter, exactly like
the King and Queen, you know!
Furthermore, February is the
ideal month to broaden your
horizons. Spend the next Val-
entine’s Day here in Udaipur.
OOTY – THE
HONEYMOONERS’ HEAVEN
If you both enjoy the moun-
tains, consider going to Ooty for
this year’s Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion. Ooty is well known in South
India as a romantic getaway. You
won’t find anything like the hill sta-
tion’s unmatched beauty. While the
beautiful scenery will charm you both suf-
ficiently, you may have a romantic outing
to destinations like Avalanche Lake, six
miles, or nine miles.
SRINAGAR – BLESSED WITH BEAUTY
Well, Srinagar's valleys are eager-
ly awaiting your arrival. Srinagar,
which is adorned with snow-
capped peaks and cool rivers, is
the ideal location to spend your
next Valentine's Day. For an ex-
citing trip, you and your part-
ner may enjoy activities like
horseback riding, gondola
rides, and more.
hen it comes
to the clichéd
ways of cele-
brating Valen-
tine's Day in
India, every-
one thinks of
a bouquet of red flowers,
a box of various choco-
lates, a romantic dinner
date, a lengthy drive, and
watching the sunset.
And if you're thinking,
Been there, done that,
why not try something
new this time? Head to
these romantic and re-
served areas that are
not only quiet, pictur-
esque, and solitary, but
are made ideal in isola-
tion to get away from
the busy, overcrowded,
and concrete jungles of
metropolitan India.
LOHAGHAT – A STEP
CLOSER TO THE
HIMALAYAS
Want to go on a date
among the snow-covered
mountains? An excel-
lent plan! For the ulti-
mate in romance, head
to Lohaghat, one of the
most romantic destina-
tions for Valentine’s Day
weekend with the Hima-
layas as your backdrop.
Spend this Valentine’s
Day at Lohaghat, which
is only 7 kilometres
away from the impres-
sive Abbott Peak, and
reward yourself with
the beautiful views of
lush surroundings!
W
MRIDULA SHARMA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
LAITMAWSIANG – AN
UNIQUE  UNSPOILT PARK
Laitmawsiang is a hidden
gem in Meghalaya's treas-
ure trove, only around 50
kilometres from pictur-
esque Shillong. The undis-
covered Laitmawsiang park
is the perfect location for
those searching for exciting
locations to visit on Valen-
tine's Day. Laitmawsiang is
one of Meghalaya's best-
kept natural secrets.
LOKTAK LAKE – THE LUSH FLOATING LAKE
The natural wonder of the floating Loktak Lake
must be included on any list of romantic loca-
tions for Valentine’s Day celebrations in India.
Loktak Lake is the first floating national
park in the world and is situated in the
sleepy hamlet of Moirang. It is also the
largest freshwater lake in the whole
Northeast. A trip to Loktak Lake on Val-
entine’s Day is likely to be a success
thanks to its abundance of flora and
fauna and more than 230 plant types.
MUNNAR – THE GREEN LAND OF INDIA
Munnar is the ideal location to cele-
brate Valentine’s Day in India if you’re
thinking about doing it in the southern
side of the nation. The place is brimming
with an inescapable charm that will cap-
ture your heart like never before. It’s re-
nowned for having beautiful green tea
plantations where you may take beautiful
shots. The ideal plan would be to remain at a
resort and take in the splendour.
TOGIVEYOUR
LOVED ONE AN
EXTRA SENSE OF IMPORTANCE
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