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Renni Abraham
Mumbai: Putting into
practice the knowl-
edge he imbibed when
current Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis
was at the helm of af-
fairs in Maharashtra,
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde on Tuesday ap-
pointed close aides as
personal secretaries
to assist new minis-
ters of his cabinet.
Krushna Jadhav
was deputed as the
personal secretary to
newly installed Public
Health and Family
Welfare Ministers
Tanaji Sawant.
Another rebel-Shiv
Sena MLA turned
minister in the Shin-
de-led government,
Sanjay Rathod, the
newly minted Food
and Drugs Adminis-
tration (FDA) minis-
ter has also been allot-
ted another Shinde
aide Jayram Pawar.
According to a per-
son familiar with the
development, “This is
the same pattern that
was introduced by
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s (BJP) Devendra
Fadnavis, when he be-
came the CM in 2014.
He had similarly ap-
pointed personal sec-
retaries to various
BJP ministers in his
cabinet, in order to ef-
fectively ensure real-
time knowledge of the
goings on in the de-
partments of his BJP
colleagues. Shinde has
taken a leaf out of
Fadnavis’ book of pru-
dent governance, it
would appear.”
On the other hand,
a senior BJP leader--
while not denying the
striking similarity in
the appointments of
personal secretaries
in the Shinde camp of
MLAs-- added, “The
fact remains that
there is a huge differ-
ence in the BJP-sup-
ported government
installed in Maha-
rashtra today and
the previous govern-
ment,  Turn to P6
CM Shinde met with late singer Lata Mangeshkar’s sister Usha Mangeshkar, brother Hridaynath’s
son Adinath Mangeshkar, and singer Suresh Wadkar regarding the International Music College to be
named after the singing legend, on Tuesday.
CM EKNATH SHINDE IMBIBES BJP’S POLITICAL FUNDA
‘Take part in mass
singing of anthem
at 11 am today’
Mumbai (PTI): The
Maharashtra govern-
ment has appealed to
the people in the state
to sing the national an-
them at 11 am on
Wednesday as a part of
the celebrations of 75
years of Independence.
The singing should
be completed between
11 am and 11.01 am
across the state, it said.
Participation is manda-
tory for all state gov-
ernment departments,
universities and col-
leges while citizens are
also expected to take
part in the singing, said
a government order is-
sued last week.
It is part of the Union
government’s Swaraj
Mahotsav, said the or-
der.
Appoints close aides as personal
secretaries to ministers; this is to
monitor his camp of rebel Sena
MLAs just like Fadnavis did in
2014, say sources
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BUS FALLS INTO GORGE IN PAHALGAM
2ND ATTACK IN SHOPIAN IN 2 DAYS: WARNING FOR MORE...
KASHMIRI PANDIT SHOT
DEAD, BROTHER INJURED
Srinagar: A Kashmiri
Pandit was shot dead in
a terror attack in Jam-
muandKashmir’sShop-
ian Tuesday and anoth-
er was injured, JK Po-
lice tweeted, adding that
the injured person is
being treated at a local
hospital. The dead man
has been identified as
Sunil Kumar Bhat and
the injured man is his
brother, Pintu Kumar.
The two were shot at in
anappleorchard,thepo-
lice said.
According to police,
Sunil Kumar, who was
shot at by terrorists died
on the spot. Reports sug-
gest that both the broth-
ers were non-migrants
and were staying at
their ancestral village
when the terrorists
opened fire at them. “In-
jured person has been
shifted to hospital. Area
cordoned off. Further
details shall follow,” the
police said on Tuesday
afternoon.
7 ITBP PERSONNEL DEAD, 32 INJURED
Moni Sharma
Srinagar: Seven ITBP
personnel died while 32
others returning from
Amarnath Yatra duty
faced grave injuries on
Tuesday after a bus fell
into a deep gorge at Zig
Morh in Pahalgam area
of south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district. The
bus was on its way from
Chandanwari to the Po-
lice Control Room in
Srinagar.
A statement released
by the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police read, “A civil
bus carrying 39 person-
nel (37 from ITBP and
twofromJKPolice)fell
down to a roadside river
bed after its brakes re-
portedly failed. The
troops were on their way
fromChandanwaritoPa-
halgam. Casualties
feared.”
“Several others got
injured, who are being
airlifted to Army hospi-
tal, Srinagar for treat-
ment,” the police said.
A wrecked remains of a bus after it fell into a roadside river bed resulting in the death of the ITBP personnel, at Pahalgam on Tuesday.
(Bottom) JK LG Manoj Sinha meets with ITBP personnel who got injured in the Pahalgam bus accident, at Army Hospital, in Srinagar. ‘Tiranga Rallies’ at various
places have frustrated
terror outfits and prompted
new warnings in the
Shopian district. (Left)
Pintu Kumar, a Kashmiri
Pandit who was shot at by
militants, being treated at
a hospital, in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Shopian district
on Tuesday. While Pintu’s
brother, Sunil Kumar was
shot at in an apple orchard.
PRESIDENT, PM, HM,
RAHUL AND OTHERS
CONDOLE DEMISE
ATTACK ON NON-MIGRANT PANDITS ON I-DAY
President Droupadi
Murmu, PM Narendra
Modi, HM Amit Shah,
Union ministers Rajnath
Singh, Anurag Thakur,
Piyush Goyal, Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar,
Congress Leaders Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi,
TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee and many top
leaders expressed their
condolences to the
martyred soldiers.
This is second attack on non-migrant Pandits in Kashmir
in less than 24 hours. On Independence day, a civilian,
identified as Karan Kumar Singh was injured after terrorists
threw a grenade at his house in JK’s Budgam.
Deeply anguished by the bus accident near
Chandanwari in which we have lost our brave
ITBP personnel. My condolences to bereaved
families  prayers for the speedy recovery of the injured.
All possible assistance is being provided to the injured
personnel.  —Manoj Sinha, JK Lieutenant Governor
(T) President Droupadi Murmu,
VP Jagdeep Dhankhar, PM
Narendra Modi, former Prez Ram
Nath Kovind, HM Amit Shah,
BJP chief JP Nadda, Union edu
minister Dharmendra Pradhan,
MoS Dr Jitendra Singh and
others at Sadaiv Atal on death
anniversary of former PM Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. (B) LS Speaker Om Birla
pays tribute to Vajpayee. Amit
Shah, JP Nadda, Rajnath Singh
and Piyush Goyal are also seen.
4 arrested for
stabbing man,
Section 144
imposed
SAVARKAR VS TIPU
SULTAN PORTRAITS:
CLASH IN K’TAKA
Shivamogga: Less than
24 hours after clashes
brokeoutinKarnataka’s
Shivamogga, the state
police arrested four peo-
ple in connection with
the violence. On August
15, violence erupted be-
tween two groups in Shi-
vamogga over the instal-
lation Veer Savarkar’s
flex at Ameer Ahmed
circle. During the ruck-
us, a youth was stabbed
intheGandhiBazararea
of the city
. The victim,
identifiedasPremSingh,
is currently undergoing
treatment in a local hos-
pital.
TRIBUTES TO ATAL B VAJPAYEE!
Bihar cabinet: RJD’s ‘MY-
plus’ push, JD(U) sticks
to tried-and-tested 11
Patna: The swearing-in
of 31 mins in Bihar on
Tuesday reflects RJD’s
attempt at implement-
ing its “MY (Muslim-
Yadav)-plus” strategy
while JD (U) has stuck
to its reliable OBC-EBC-
Dalit-Upper caste mix.
	
z RJD - 16; JD(U) - 11 berths
	
z Nitish kept Home Dept
	
z Tejashwi got Health, Road
Construction, UDH and
Rural Development
	
z Tej Pratap Yadav is
Environment Minister
	
z 2 Cong MLAs were inducted
HIGHLIGHTS
Nitish Kumar and Tejashwi Yadav during the swearing-in ceremony
of the Bihar Cabinet Expansion of Grand Alliance govt in Patna on
Tuesday. (R) Tej Pratap Yadav takes oath as Bihar Cabinet minister.
MAN THREATENED
TO KILL MUKESH
AMBANI SENT TO
POLICE CUSTODY
Mumbai: The 56-year-old accused arrested
for making threat calls to Reliance group head
Mukesh Ambani has been produced before 37th
Magistrate court in Mumbai on Tuesday. He has
been sent to police custody till August 20 by court.
11 RAPISTS
WALK FREE IN
GUJ’S BILKIS
BANO CASE
Godhra: The eleven men sentenced to the life
imprisonment in 2002 Bilkis Bano gang rape
case walked out of the Godhra sub-jail after the
government of Gujarat approved their release
under its remission policy on August 15.  P5
BJP top brass meeting with
party’s State core group  P5
RATES UP: MOTHER
DAIRY  AMUL MILK
New Delhi: Milk prices
are set to increase with
dairy brands Amul and
Mother Dairy announcing
a `2 raise in its prices due
to a rise in procurement
and input costs. The new
prices for both brands will
be effective from today.
AI FLIGHT RETURNS
TO BANGKOK
New Delhi: An Air
India-operated Boeing
787 Dreamliner aircraft
returned to Bangkok in
Thailand Tuesday, shortly
after its take-off as the
plane’s system sent out
a “slats failure” warning,
according to sources.
CASTE SYSTEM IS
ENEMY, SAYS MEIRA
New Delhi: Ex-LS Speaker
Meira Kumar, in wake of
murder of a Dalit boy in
State, said that even after
75 years of Independence,
caste system remains nation’s
greatest enemy. She claimed
that her father, ex-Dy PM
Babu Jagjivan Ram, was
beaten for a similar reason a
hundred years ago. 
FIFA SUSPENDS IND:
HEARING IN SC TODAY
New Delhi: The Centre on
Tuesday sought urgent
hearing in SC on All India
Football Federation matter
in wake of FIFA suspending
India for “undue influence
from 3rd parties” and
stripping the country of
the right to host Under-17
Women’s World Cup. Bench
told Mehta that the matter is
listed for Wednesday.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
Devendra Fadnavis
@Dev_Fadnavis)
Pained to know about
loss of precious lives
of our ITBP jawans and
police personnel in a
bus mishap in Jammu 
Kashmir.
My deepest condolences
to the families who lost
their loved ones.
Praying for the speedy
recovery of injured
jawans!
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Shinde faction MLA threatens
Uddhav’s Shiv Sena workers
First India Bureau
Mumbai: An MLA be-
longing to Maharash-
tra Chief Eknath
Shinde-led faction
has asked his sup-
porters to beat up
workers of the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena amid the
growing rift between
the two groups.
A video on Monday
went viral on social me-
dia platforms wherein
MLA Prakash Surve
was also seen assuring
his supporters to bail
them out if they face
any legal action. Later,
workers of the Thacker-
ay-led Sena complained
to police, seeking action
against Surve, the legis-
lator from Magathane
in northwest Mumbai.
In the video, the MLA
was seen saying, “We
will not be complacent.
We have to show them
their place and not tol-
erate anyone bullying
us...If anyone says any-
thing then beat him up,
Prakash Surve is sitting
here...pulp them.”
If you cannot break
their hands, then break
their legs. I will ensure
your bail the next day.
We will not spare any-
one, Surve added.
When contacted,
Surve refused to com-
ment on the video.
Surve is one of the
Shiv Sena MLAs back-
ing Chief Minister
Shinde, who led a revolt
against the party lead-
ership in June this year,
resulting in the collapse
of the previous Thack-
eray-led government.
Meanwhile, workers
of the Thackeray fac-
tion filed a complaint
with Dahisar police in
Mumbai, seeking ac-
tion against Surve.
An official from Da-
hisar police station
said, “We have received
a written complaint
from the Shiv Sena
workers against
Prakash Surve. They
have demanded action
against him, but we are
verifying the facts and
an investigation is on.
No FIR has been regis-
tered yet.”
Video grab of MLA Surve encouraging his supporters to beat up Thackeray faction workers.
THREAT TO LIFE
We have received a written complaint
from the Shiv Sena workers against
Prakash Surve. They have demanded
action against him, but we are verifying the
facts and an investigation is on. No FIR has
been registered yet.
—Dahisar police station official
Ajit Pawar urges state govt to
declare wet drought in Maha
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Leader of Oppo-
sition Ajit Pawar on
Tuesday urged the
state government to
declare a wet
drought in the state,
citing that crops in
more than 15 lakh
hectare of land have
been damaged due to
excess rainfall in
July and August.
Speaking to the me-
dia, the NCP leader
demanded that the
state government pro-
vide an assistance of
Rs75,000 per hectare to
rain-affected farmers.
“Crops on more
than15lakhhectareof
land have been dam-
aged due to excess
rainfall and there is a
possibility of more
damages, as the rain
activity has in-
creased,” Pawar said.
He further said, the
CM should declare a
wet drought in the
state so that more as-
sistance can be given
to farmers.
Pawar also men-
tioned about boycott-
ing the high tea invita-
tion extended by the
CM Eknath Shinde.
Instead of talking
about making the GST
more business-friend-
ly and inflation, this
government is coming
up with unnecessary
initiativeslikemaking
state government offi-
cials say ‘Vande Mata-
ram’ while receiving
phone calls, he said.
Crops on more
than 15 lakh
hectare of land
have been
damaged due to
excess rainfall
No corruption at
Central level under
PM Modi: Maha Guv
First India Bureau
Pune: Governor of
Maharashtra Bhagat
Singh Koshyari on
Monday said there is
no corruption at the
Central level in the
last eight years of the
Narendra Modi-led
government.
Addressing a gather-
ing in Pune to mark 75
years of the zilla pari-
shad, Koshyari said PM
Modi wants to root out
corruption in the coun-
try with the support of
the people.
“It has been eight
years now the Prime
Minister has been lead-
ing the government.
The Union cabinet un-
der him is eight-year-
old. Have you heard of
(corruption) (at the
Central level)? In some
places (states), officials
give in writing that
leaders are demanding
bribes from them. How
unfortunate it is for the
country. But have you
ever heard of corrup-
tion involving any min-
ister in the Centre or
the prime minister?”
Koshyari asked.
He further added that
PM Modi wants to root
out corruption from the
country and for that citi-
zens’ support is needed.
“For making India
‘Jagatguru’ (world lead-
er) in the next 25 years,
everyone should do
hard work, practice
honesty and imbibe a
sense of ‘samarpan’
(dedication) towards
the country,” he said.
Koshyari also said
the Panchayat Raj sys-
tem has strengthened
democracy
.
Earlier in the day
, he
hoisted the tricolour at
the Council Hall here.
CM flags off special Metro train on 76th Independence Day
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde virtu-
ally flagged off the
‘Azadi Express’, a
special Metro train,
on the country’s 76th
Independence Day on
Monday.
According to a gov-
ernment release, the
‘Azadi Express’ is a spe-
cial initiative of the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Regional Development
Authority (MMDRA)
and Maha Mumbai
Metro Operation Cor-
poration Ltd (MMMO-
CL) to celebrate ‘Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav’.
This special Metro
train,whichiswrapped
in the colours of the na-
tional flag and features
images of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, his-
torical forts, and monu-
ments from the state,
will join the fleet of
Metro Lines 2A and 7,
the release added.
According to addi-
tional chief secretary
Bhushan Gagrani, the
‘Azadi Express’ reflects
the memory of the free-
dom struggle and also
showcases the beauty
of Maharashtra, and
passengers must take
all efforts to preserve
its sanctity
.
“The Azadi Express
will now add 18 trips to
the Metro service, tak-
ing the total number of
trips to 172. This will
help reduce the time
interval between trips
from 12 minutes to
about 10 minutes,”
MMRDA Metropolitan
Commissioner SVR
Srinivas said.
NEW JOURNEY
Truck involved in Mete’s car crash impounded
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Police have
impounded the truck
allegedly involved in
the Mumbai-Pune Ex-
pressway car crash
that killed Shiv San-
gram Party leader Vi-
nayak Mete from Da-
man city and detained
the driver, an official
said on Monday
.
The cops received the
information about the
truck after it was spot-
ted in the limits of Kasa
police station in Pal-
ghar on Sunday late
night, hours after the
car accident occurred
in Raigad district.
Police teams from
Palghar and Raigad
travelled to the Daman
city and impounded the
truck and their driver,
informed the an official,
adding that the truck
and the driver were tak-
en to Raigad for further
investigation.
The prima facie evi-
dence pointed out that
thedriverof Mete’sSUV
lost control of the vehi-
cle, that hit a truck from
behind on the Mumbai-
Pune Expressway on
Sunday morning. The
police are working on
the case and are trying
to know about the actual
series of circumstances
that led to the accident.
The accident took
place at 05.05 am near
Madap tunnel under
the jurisdiction of
Rasavani police station.
Mete, a former MLC,
was heading to Mumbai
from a Beed in the SUV
,
police said.
Caste row: Sameer Wankhede thanks NCSC chief for getting his name cleared
New Delhi (PTI): In-
dian Revenue Service
(IRS) officer Sameer
Wankhede, who was
accused of submit-
ting a fake caste cer-
tificate to get a gov-
ernment job, called
on National Commis-
sion for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) Chair-
person Vijay Sampla
on Tuesday and
thanked him for expe-
ditiously clearing his
name in the case.
After the meeting,
Wankhede, a former
head of the Mumbai
zone of Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB),
said he feels vindicated
that his name has
been cleared.
“I fought for 11
months, my whole fam-
ily suffered in the pro-
cess but all I want to
say is ‘Satyamev Jay-
ate’. I thank Vijay Sam-
pla for his role in expe-
diting (the process)...”
he said.
Maharashtra’s dis-
trict caste certificate
verification committee
in its order on Friday
said Wankhede was not
a Muslim by birth and
it has been proven that
he belonged to Mahar
caste, which is a Sched-
uled Caste (SC).
After receiving the
committee’s order,
Wankhede went to a po-
lice station and filed a
complaint against for-
mer Maharashtra min-
ister Nawab Malik,
who had accused him
of submitting a fake
caste certificate.
Based on the com-
plaint, a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) was
registered against the
politician under Indian
Penal Code sections 500
(punishment for defa-
mation), 501 (printing
or engraving matter
known to be defamato-
ry) and provisions of
the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.
Former Mumbai
NCB director had
been accused of
falsifying his caste
certificate to bag a
govt job by former
Maha minister
Nawab Malik
I fought for
11 months,
my whole
family suffered in
the process but all
I want to say is
‘Satyamev Jayate’.
I thank Vijay
Sampla for his
role in expediting
(the process)...
—Sameer Wankhede,
IRS officer
Sameer Wankhede at the NCSC in New Delhi on Tuesday. —PHOTO BY PTI
Mete cremated with state honours in Beed
Beed: Leader of Shiv Sangram party and a former
Member of Legislative Council (MLC), Vinayak
Mete was cremated with state honours in Beed
on Monday. Thousands of people including Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis and other politicians attended the last rites
of the leader. The funeral possession of the leader
began from Shivsangram Bhavan at around 01 pm
and passed through several parts of the city. The
cremation took place at around 04 pm, after official
Independence Day events had concluded. A three
volley-gun salute was given to Mete by a police con-
tingent at Ramdev Baba ground on Canal Road.
Mete's car after the accident.
CM Eknath Shinde virtually flagged off the ‘Azadi Express’.
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
LOP Ajit Pawar along with Shiv Sena leader Ambadas Danve and Congress leader Balasaheb
Thorat addresses a press meet at Vidhan Bhavan, in Mumbai on Tuesday. —PTI PHOTO
MLA slaps kitchen staff over
‘poor quality’ mid-day meal
First India Bureau
Aurangabad: An em-
ployee of a mid-day
meal kitchen was
slapped by Shiv Sena
MLA Santosh Bangar
for allegedly poor
quality of food being
served to labourers.
The incident hap-
pened in Hingoli district
on Independence Day
. A
video of the incident,
which took place on
Monday
, went viral on
social media, showing
Bangar slapping the em-
ployee twice while ques-
tioning him about the
food.
Bangar later told re-
portersthatthefoodwas
prepared with inferior
quality material. “This
is loot of government
(funds).Theyareplaying
with the lives of poor
people.Thestategovern-
ment should act against
the culprits,” claimed
the Sena legislator.
Bangar hitting the man in the video.
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MAN KILLS WIFE
OVER DOMESTIC
FEUD IN PALGHAR
Palghar: A 55-year-old
man allegedly killed his
wife after frequent fights
with her in Palghar district,
police said on Tuesday.
Vasant Gavit doubted
the character of his wife,
Shevanti Gavit (52), and
the couple used to have
quarrels often, Vikramgad’s
assistant police inspector
Pradip Gite said. On Mon-
day, while the couple was
at a farm near their house
in Kudet area of Vikram-
gad, the man allegedly at-
tacked his wife with an axe
and killed her. Some people
later spotted the body lying
in a pool of blood at the
farm and alerted police.
The man was subsequently
arrested and booked under
Indian Penal Code Sections
302 (murder) and 201
(causing disappearance of
evidence of offence).
CRUCIAL READ
Thane: A 34-year-old lady cop allegedly committed
suicide by hanging herself in the premises of a police
station in Thane city on Tuesday, an official said.
The incident took place at Shreenagar police station
under Wagle Estate division in the around 01.30 pm,
he said. Police naik Anita Bhimrao Wavhal was found
hanging with a dupatta around her neck over there.
LADY COP HANGS HERSELF AT SHREE
NAGAR POLICE STATION IN THANE DIST
Palghar: A police station in Palghar district has
been awarded the ISO 9001:2015 certificate for its
systems and methods, an official said on Tuesday.
Superintendent of Police (Palghar Rural) Balasa-
heb Patil inaugurated a plaque of the certification
awarded to Wada police station at a small function
here over the weekend.
POLICE STATION IN PALGHAR DISTRICT
GETS ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFICATION
Pune: A woman was allegedly duped of Rs79 lakh
on the promise of getting her the franchise of a re-
nowned restaurant chain. “The accused, who identi-
fied themselves as Gaurav Nikam, Rahul Shinde and
Rahul Mathew, got in touch with her on internet and
got her to transfer Rs79.76 lakh in four accounts to
get the franchise,” a Cyber police official said.
PUNE WOMAN DUPED OF `79L OVER
RESTAURANT CHAIN PROMISE
First India Bureau
Palghar: A pregnant
tribal woman lost two
of her twins at birth
as a result of the de-
lay in reaching a
medical centre. She
was carried in a
makeshift dooly
(stretcher ) from her
village in Palghar,
which is around 3 km
away from the medi-
cal facility.
The incident took
place on Monday, when
the woman from Mar-
katwadi village in
Mokhuda taluka of Pal-
ghar, who was seven
months pregnant, went
into labour premature-
ly
. She was carried 3 km
to the main road from
Markatwadi village
amid heavy rains, a
doctor said on Tuesday
.
An ambulance
rushed the woman to
the Khodala PHC (Pub-
lic Health Centre),
where she delivered
twins, who died at
birth, said Dr Pushpa
Mathure of the medical
facility
.
If the woman had
reached the medical fa-
cility on time, she could
have got the required
medical attention and
the babies could have
been saved, said Ma-
thure adding that the
woman’s condition is
stable.
Patients are often
brought to the PHC
(Public Health Centre)
in makeshift stretchers
made of a saree or cloth
tied to a bamboo stick
as ambulances are not
able to reach over there
due to lack of proper
roads.
“The women from re-
mote villages are nor-
mally shifted to the
PHC during the eighth
or ninth month of their
pregnancy for deliv-
ery” the doctor said.
It is to be noted that
District Magistrate Go-
vind Bodke had visited
the area last week and
had instructed the con-
cerned officials to begin
road construction in
the area.
Woman reaches PHC on makeshift dooly
POOR ROADS
Ailing patients often do not receive timely medical assistance due to bad roads.  —FILE PHOTO
The pregnant
woman who could
not get medical aid
in time due to
improper roads,
delivered twin
babies, who died
shortly after
HC nod for demolition of
100-YEAR-OLD BUILDING
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bom-
bay High Court grant-
ed Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) its approv-
al to demolish a
100-year-old dilapi-
dated building in
south Mumbai. It has
also directed the
building’s occupants
to vacate the premis-
es within three weeks.
In an order passed on
August 11, the court
noted that as the build-
ing HN Petit Widows
Home was located on a
busy road it could lead
to loss of lives, if any
untoward incident oc-
curred.
A division bench
comprising Justice RD
Dhanuka and Justice
Kamal Khata upheld
the BMC technical advi-
sory committee’s (TAC)
decision that the build-
ing had to be demol-
ished as it was in a di-
lapidated and danger-
ous condition.
Based on the commit-
tee’s report, in April
this year, the BMC is-
sued a letter to the
building’s landlord to
vacate the premises.
A few occupants of
the building and ten-
ants who run shops on
its ground floor, how-
ever, refused to vacate
the premises. They
moved the high court
arguing that the struc-
ture only needed minor
repairs.
The ground plus five
floor structure is more
than a century old and
was used for providing
hostel facilities to wid-
ows.
In fact, due to the
building’s poor condi-
tion, the widows resid-
ing there were moved to
another hostel in 2019.
The civic body’s TAC
held a structural audit
meet in October 2021,
wherein it came to the
conclusion that the
building was in a dilap-
idated condition and
may collapse.
The high court in its
order noted that the
TAC had rightly formed
its opinion, and said it
was not inclined to
form a differing opin-
ion.
“If this building is al-
lowed to be retained, if
any untoward incident
occurs then there will
be a loss of lives not
only of the occupants
of the building but also
passersby,” said the
bench.
The High Court,
while upholding the
TAC’s decision and the
BMC’s letter of April
2022, directed the occu-
pants to vacate the
premises within three
weeks so that the build-
ing could be demol-
ished.
If the occupants do
not vacate the premises,
then the BMC can take
forcible possession and
carry out demolition,
said the court.
METRO ISSUES
Upholding BMC
committee’s
decision, the
court directs
occupants to
vacate it within
three weeks
CRIMES AGAINST MINORS
Bite marks on man’s face help
cops nab him for molesting girl
First India Bureau
Thane: The bite
marks on a man’s
face helped the police
in tracing and appre-
hending him for al-
legedly molesting a
17-year-old girl in a
public place here, po-
lice said.
The incident took
place on August 11
when the girl was go-
ing on a sky walk on
Ghodbunder Road in
Thane city
.
Nilesh Sonawane,
Assistant Commission-
er of Police, Vartak Na-
gar division, told re-
porters on Monday
evening that the ac-
cused allegedly
grabbed her from be-
hind and molested her.
Resisting the man’s
move, the girl bit his
face and managed to
escape his grasp. She
then rushed to a near-
by police station and
filed a complaint, upon
which the police regis-
tered a FIR against the
unidentified culprit.
A number of neti-
zens had expressed
concern over the safety
of women and girls in
public places after the
incident.
Police laterlaunched
a search for the ac-
cused and examined
CCTV footage of the
area. The only clue
with the police was
that the culprit would
have bite marks on the
face, he said.
Late Sunday night,
the police zeroed-in on
the accused, Dinesh
Gaud (33), a resident of
Manorama Nagar in
Manpada area, based
on intelligence inputs.
They identified him
with the help of the
bite marks on his face
and arrested him, the
official said.
The accused was
booked under Indian
Penal Code Section 354-
A (sexual harassment)
and provisions of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.
The incident
took place on
August 11 when
the 17-year-old
was going on a
sky walk on
Ghodbunder Rd
TEENAGE GIRL RAPED IN
AURANGABAD; 5 ARRESTED,
MINOR BOY DETAINED
Aurangabad: A
17-year-old girl
was allegedly
raped repeatedly
by five men and a
minor boy in Au-
rangabad district, police said on Tuesday
.
One of the accused allegedly raped the
girl, a resident of Kannad taluka, at a farm
in a village on Friday following which the
crime came to light, a senior official said.
On Saturday, the girl’s parents ap-
proached local police who arrested the five
men, in the age group of 19 to 33 years, and
detained the juvenile the same day, he said.
The accused were booked under Indian
Penal Code Section 376 (rape) and provi-
sions of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, he said.
After arrest, the five men were produced
before a court which sent them in police
custody till August 17. The minor accused
was sent to a juvenile home, the official
said.
Mumbaikars marked India’s
76th Independence Day with
fervour and fanfare as they
answered the call of ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
launched by the Central
government. People were
spotted waving the tricolour
on the streets, at rallies and
flag hoisting ceremonies
held across Mumbai on
Tuesday. Here is a glimpse…
Members of Muslim community hold a ‘tiranga’ rally on Independence Day
at Minara Masjid, in Mumbai on Monday. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Anjuman-I-Islam’s Allana English High School students pose for a selfie
during an event on Independence Day. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Sand artist Laxmi Gaud creates a sand sculpture to celebrate India’s 76th
Independence Day at Juhu Beach, in Mumbai on Monday. —ANI PHOTO
Devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesh to pandals for the upcoming Ganesh
Chaturthi festival. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Kids mark I-Day by
waving the triclour
at Marine Drive in
Mumbai.
 —PHOTO BY
BHUSHAN KOYANDE
A sniffer dog jumps through a loop of fire during the I-Day
celebrations at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT), in Mumbai on Monday. —ANI PHOTO
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Conquer anger through
gentleness, unkindness
through kindness, greed
through generosity, and
falsehood by truth.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
Amit Shah
@AmitShah
On Parsi New Year, I extend warm
greetings to our sisters and brothers of
the Parsi community. May the coming
year be filled with joy, peace and good
health. Navroz Mubarak.
Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
Thank you President Azali Assoumani
for your warm Independence Day
wishes. India will continue to partner
with Comoros on its development
journey. @Beit_Salam
TOP TWEETS
IT’S PERFORM OR
PERISH MOMENT
FOR NITISH KUMAR
 LALU’S SONS
ith the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) get-
ting the lion’s share
in Tuesday’s cabinet
expansion the fear of
lawlessness returning to Bihar
has been revived. Of the 31 in-
ducted, 16 of RJD have got min-
isterial berths. Law and order
was at its nadir under Lalu Pras-
ad Yadav with kidnappings, ex-
tortions and murders, not to
speak of corruption, haunting
the people. The present coalition
has Lalu’s son Tejashwi Yadav
as Deputy Chief Minister.
Tejashwi’s brother Tej Pratap
Yadav is the new Environment
Minister, a ministry which is
regarded as a gold mine. Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar holds
the Home portfolio.
The second coming of the
RJD-Janata Dal - United (JDU)
alliance will have two-year ten-
ure before it faces its first test in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
Nitish Kumar is aspiring for a
national role in 2024 and his po-
litical future will depend on the
performance of the present gov-
ernment. In that respect, Lalu’s
two sons also face a perform or
perish situation.
W
egislators belong-
ing to the Eknath
Shinde camp have
started showing
their true charac-
ter just over a month after
the Sena-BJP government in
Maharashtra was sworn-in.
Amid differences between
the Shinde and Uddhav
Thackeray camps over which
faction is the real Sena,
Prakash Surve an MLA from
Magathane constituency, ex-
horted his supporters to
“break their leg, I will come
the next day to bail you out”,
apparently referring to
Thackeray camp’s leaders.
The other legislator, San-
tosh Bangar went and
slapped a private catering
company’s manager for pre-
paring sub-standard food.
The food, Bangar claimed,
was to be distributed to la-
bourers as a mid-day meal
and did not buy the manag-
er’s argument that it was go-
ing to be disposed of.
These incidents are re-
minders of how Shiv Sainiks
can subvert the rule of law
now that their faction is in
power with BJP’s support.
Surve’s exhortation to break
the legs of rivals is enough
encouragement for his fol-
lowers. There’s a turf war
between the Shinde and
Thackeray camps and it is
crucial for both the sides. Bal
Thackeray’s legacy is at
stake and so is the survival
of Uddhav Thackeray. He is
facing the risk of being mar-
ginalised the way he earlier
got his cousin Raj Thackeray,
leader of the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena, sidelined
to wrest control of Shiv Sena.
Shiv Sainiks were probably
ontheirbestbehaviourduring
the rule of Maha Vikas Agha-
di, a three-party coalition of
Shiv Sena, Nationalist Con-
gress Party and the Congress.
With Shinde pulling the rug
fromunderUddhav’sfeet,will
they still remain disciplined
as before is difficult to say
.
SENA MLAs ARE BACK
TO THEIR OLD WAYS
There’s a turf war
between the Shinde
and Thackeray camps
and it is crucial for
both the sides. Bal
Thackeray’s legacy is at
stake and so is
the survival of
Uddhav Thackeray
L
MC heavy weight and the
party’s Birbhum district
president Anubrata Mondal,
who had evaded at least eight
CBI summons in the cattle
smuggling case, was taken
into custody on Thursday, re-
portedly for “not cooperat-
ing” with the agency
.
Popularly known as “Kes-
toda”, Mondal is among the
most trusted associates of
Chief Minister CM Mamata
Banerjee. He used to enjoy
more clout, power and visi-
bility in West Bengal even
than ministers and many
MLAs. He used to be consid-
ered as the “betaaj badshah”
of Birbhum!
Mondal, who has never
contested any election in his
career so far, has always
managed party affairs from
behind the scenes. In the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, TMC won
both Bolpur and Birbhum.
TMC repeated the act in the
2021 Assembly polls as it
managed a clean sweep in the
district, winning 10 out of 11
seats – and the victory was
entirely credited to the booth
management skills of the po-
litical heavyweight Mondal!
It may be noted that in both
these elections, the Election
Commission had kept him
under hawkeye surveillance
after the poll panel received
complaints that he could re-
portedly influence voters in a
major way
.
With his arrest, the CBI is
probing a bigger conspiracy
(possibly) the “role” of other
politicians in the case. Mon-
dal’s arrest came soon after
former state minister Partha
Chatterjee was arrested by
the ED in the SSC scam. Both
are TMC heavyweights and
it’s not tough to guess how
the arrests could have been
major setbacks for the party
.
Agencies like the ED and
CBI had earlier stepped up
investigations into Ponzi
schemes in Bengal ahead of
the 2013 panchayat polls, the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the 2016 Assembly
elections and made several
arrests too.
And now with the Lok Sab-
ha polls barely two years
away in 2024, the cattle smug-
gling investigation may accel-
erate, feel political analysts.
It may be noted that West
Bengal has 42 Lok Sabha
seats and the BJP in the 2019
parliamentaryelections man-
aged to clinch 18 of them. It
goes without saying that for
the TMC, given its national
ambition, each of these seats
will be important as the bat-
tle will go down to the wire.
Investigators so far have
found evidence of illegal
cross-border selling of cattle
and use of ill-gotten money.
According to the CBI, Mon-
dal “procured huge number
of cattle” from the Ilambazar
Pashuhat and allegedly en-
sured safe passage of the
same to the border along
Bangladesh.
ABOUT THE CASE
A case was registered by the
CBI on September 21 way
back in 2020 against four ac-
cused, including Satish Ku-
mar, who was the Comman-
dant of the BSF’s 36 Battalion
in Malda during the time
span between December 19,
2015 to April 22, 2017. The FIR
also alleges that during Ku-
mar’s tenure, the BSF seized
more than 20,000 heads of
cattle before they could be
transported across the bor-
der, but the vehicles ferrying
the same were not confiscat-
ed and also persons involved
were not even apprehended.
CBI’S TAKE IN THE CASE?
According to the CBI, Mon-
dal is directly involved in the
case and was in touch with
the main accused, Enamul
Haque, through his aide Sai-
gal Hossain. The CBI also al-
leged that Saigal had collect-
ed money which was part of
the proceeds from this illegal
trade “in the name” of the
strongman.
WHAT MAMATA SAID?
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
said she will stand with the
strongman and announced to
“start a movement” against
alleged excesses of the CBI
and the ED.
She told at a gathering,
“What has Kesto done? Even
as he was locked in his house,
we won the Assembly elec-
tions last year. The ED and
CBI ransacked his house at
midnight. If you arrest one
Kesto, we will create thou-
sands of them. We will hit the
streets from August 16 on the
‘Khela Hobe Divas’. There
will be ‘Khela hobe’, again
(Let the game start, again).”
Several TMC leaders, in-
cluding political analysts had
initially thought that Mama-
ta would not stand by Anu-
brata as she did when anoth-
er TMC heavyweight Partha
Chatterjee was arrested.
Chatterjee was removed from
the cabinet and was also sus-
pended from the party
.
Blasting the BJP, CPI(M)
and the Congress, the CM
said, “They all are comrades
in arms. They have no place
in this state. They do not have
a place in the country either.”
In a veiled attack against
the BJP
, she also claimed that
the West Bengal Police had
saved the Jharkhand govern-
ment following the arrest of
three Congress MLAs with a
huge cash haul. “They (BJP)
would have toppled the
Jharkhand government. Now
they called our officers to
Delhi out of revenge. Why is
the central government har-
assingourofficers”sheasked.
The 62-year-old “Kestoda”
who hails from a farmer’s
family, has been with the
TMC since the party was
launched in 1998. He is well
known for the Khela Hobe
slogan. He first hit the head-
lines during the 2013 pan-
chayat election.
It may be noted that Mon-
dal has been named in a num-
ber of cases, including for
threatening people, murder
and those related to stone
and cattle-smuggling, sand
but has never been tried.
Mondal’s clout can be
gauged from the fact that in
February 2022, he was includ-
ed in the TMC’s national
working committee. He was
the only district-level leader
who managed to make it to
the top TMC organisation.
Both Partha and Anubrata
were heavyweights, but Par-
tha was never a mass leader,
but Anubrata was crucial to
the party’s organisation in
western and central districts.
Even as party leaders feel
that the top leaders’ silence
and maintaining a distance
from every arrested leader
couldhaveabacklashfromthe
workers on the ground, the
TMC is apparently planning a
protest against the alleged ex-
cesses of the central agencies.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
OF ANUBRATA’S RELEVANCE
AND POLITICAL ‘CRISIS’
T
Mondal’s clout can be
gauged from the fact that in
February 2022, he was
included in the TMC’s
national working
committee. He was the only
district-level leader who
managed to make it to the
top TMC organisation. Both
Partha and Anubrata were
heavyweights, but Partha
was never a mass leader, but
Anubrata was crucial to the
party’s organisation in
western and central districts
Popularly known as
“Kestoda”, Mondal is
among the most
trusted associates of
Chief Minister CM
Mamata Banerjee. He
used to enjoy more clout,
power and visibility in
West Bengal even than
ministers and many
MLAs. He used to be
considered as the “betaaj
badshah” of Birbhum!
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Journalist and
former Managing Editor, First India
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Aditi Nagar
New Delhi: It seems
that the issue sur-
rounding leadership in
the Congress party is
bound to hang for a
long time as it is still
unclear, even though it
is middle of August
2022, as to who will be
the National President
of the grand-old-party?
Rahul Gandhi has
not given his consent
yet to become party’s
national president and
thus, in such a situa-
tion, the high com-
mand is considering
some other name.
Word within the par-
ty’s relevant circle is
that the name of Mall-
ikarjun Kharge was
thought about in the
past and according to
sources, Kharge is at
the forefront of the
race and consensus
can be formed in the
party in the name of
Kharge.
However, a senior
leader close to Rahul
Gandhi did not agree
on this. It has been
contested that if con-
sent is made in the
name of Kharge, then
there will be another
challenge before the
party, i.e. Organization
General Secretary KC
Venugopal and Nation-
al President will both
be from South.
Now many big lead-
ers of the party are
waiting for Rahul Gan-
dhi’s approval. Mean-
while, Rahul Gandhi is
going to start India
Jodo Yatra from 7th
September.
In such a situation,
this big issue is still
hanging in the party
amid nationwide
movements.
Reluctant Rahul, hesitant leaders: Is this a recipe
for another ‘presidency-goofup’ in Congress?
Core Committee Meet: Shah,
Nadda discuss Bihar strategy
Patna (Agencies): Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah and BJP national
presidentJPNaddaheld
a meeting of the party’s
core committee in Delhi
toTuesdaytodiscussthe
political developments
in Bihar and take a call
on the party’s next
course of action. In a
quick turn of events, Ni-
tish Kumar’s JD-U
swapped ties with the
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance and re-
joined the Mahagath-
bandhan.
With this, the BJP be-
came the main Opposi-
tion in the eastern state
from being a ruling ally
in a span of a few hours.
According to reports,
discussions were being
held on the BJP’s role as
the Opposition party in
the state and issues to be
raised, selection of a
new Bihar BJP chief, be-
sides naming the leader
of Opposition in the As-
sembly and Legislative
Council.
The party leadership
also deliberated upon
the BJP’s future course
of action and the strate-
gy for the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls. Among others
present were Union
Ministers Ashwini
Choubey, Giriraj Singh
and Nityanand Rai, and
senior leaders Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Su-
shil Modi.
As Nitish-led JDU govt deserts NDA, BJP and allies gear up for new Opposition role
BJP President JP Nadda and Home Minister Amit Shah at the Bihar BJP core committee meeting, at
party headquarters, in New Delhi on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
BIHAR SPEAKER
SAYS HE TRIED
HIS BEST TO BE
IMPARTIAL
Patna: Bihar Speaker
Vijay Kumar Sinha,
who faces a no-confi-
dence motion by ‘Ma-
hagathbandhan’ led
by CM Nitish Kumar,
delivered an emotional
speech at a function
on Independence
Day. Sinha, a senior
BJP leader likely to be
voted out on August
24, made many refer-
ences to the “twenty
months” he has been
holding the post and
his attempts at making
the legislative process
more vibrant. “I tried
my best to be impar-
tial, rising above party
sentiments and this
also led to accusations
of being too liberal to-
wards the opposition,”
he noted wryly.
10 LAKH JOBS, 20 LAKH EMPLOYMENT:
NITISH’S BIG BIHAR ANNOUNCEMENT
Patna: Backing his
deputy’s promise of pro-
viding 10 lakh jobs to the
youth of Bihar, CM Nitish
Kumar went a step further
and indicated that total
employment opportunities
created could eventually
be double the number. Ku-
mar said the RJD and JD
(U) alliance government
has a “concept” to provide
at least 10 lakh jobs in
government and additional
10 lakh “employment
opportunities” in various
sectors. “... if we succeed,
we want to take the figure
to 20 lakhs,” the CM said,
adding the government
will work hard everywhere
to ensure this.
‘PM’s speech inspires in
making of Golden India’
New Delhi: Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday de-
scribed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s
speech from the Red
Fort on Independence
Day as marvellous and
said that it inspires eve-
ry Indian to contribute
in the making of a
“Golden India”.
In a series of tweets,
Shah said, “PM Modi
gaveawonderfulspeech
from the Red Fort. It in-
spires every Indian to
contribute towards the
making of a Golden In-
dia. Modiji called on
citizens to work with
determination for the
prosperity of the coun-
try and unitedly face
challenges that hinder
development.”
The Union Home
Minister said, “Speak-
ing from the Red Fort,
Prime Minister called
on countrymen to make
five pledges during the
period of Azadi Ka Am-
rit Kal - a developed In-
dia, freedom from every
trace of slavery
, pride in
our heritage, unity and
solidarity and fulfilling
duties as citizens. Let
us all contribute in
making India of free-
dom fighters’ dreams
for the next 25 years.”
Home Minister Amit Shah virtually inaugurating the Cancer and Heart Institute in Surat on Tuesday.
The facility, established by PP Maniya Group, is a 150-bed specialty hospital and trauma centre
opened to cater to the needs of residents with high quality service.  —PHOTO BY ANI
WOMEN POWER
NIA SENDS ALLEGED ISIS MEMBER MOHSIN
AHMAD TO 1 MONTH JUDICIAL CUSTODY
SC TO HEAR NEXT WEEK PLEA OF UNNAO
RAPE SURVIVOR FOR TRANSFER OF CASE
DELHI HC RESERVES
ORDER ON PLEA TO
DISQUALIFY JAIN
New Delhi: Delhi High
Court Tuesday reserved
its order on a PIL seek-
ing to declare AAP leader
Satyendar Jain, arrested in
a money laundering case,
as a “person with unsound
mind” and thus disqualify
him from being MLA here
and a minister. “We will
pass appropriate orders,”
said a bench of CJ Satish
Chandra Sharma and Jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad.
DEL HC ASKS WHY
CONSUMERS TO PAY
SERVICE CHARGE?
New Delhi: Delhi HC
questioned why restaurants
should recover service
charges from consumers as
an additional and separate
levy.” It said a common
man perceives service
charge as a government
levy and restaurants can
increase their food prices to
absorb this charge instead
of recovering it in the form
of an additional charge over
and above the total bill.
New Delhi: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) court
on Tuesday sent Mohsin Ahmad, an alleged active member
of ISIS to judicial custody for one month.
Mohsin was arrested by NIA on August 6
from Delhi for alleged involvement in the col-
lection of funds for the terrorist outfit from
sympathisers in India as well as abroad and
sending it to Syria and other places in form
of cryptocurrency. The NIA arrested Mohsin
during a search operation at his current residence at Japani
Gali, Jogabai Extn, Batla House, New Delhi.
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday agreed to list
next week for hearing a plea of the Unnao rape survivor
seeking transfer of a criminal case
filed by the father of one of the
accused in her sexual assault case
from a trial court in Uttar Pradesh
to Delhi. A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and Justices J
K Maheshwari and Hima Kohli took
note of the submissions of lawyer Vrinda Grover on urgent
hearing of the fresh plea of the rape survivor.
SC MAY MEDIATE
IN SPICEJET,
KALANITHI
MARAN DISPUTE
TALAQ-E-HASAN
NOT AKIN TO
TRIPLE TALAQ,
SAYS TOP COURT
New Delhi: The
Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it would
consider a joint
request for mediation
of SpiceJet and media
baron Kalanithi Maran
and his Kal Airways for
amicably settling pend-
ing disputes between
them. Senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appear-
ing for SpiceJet said
there were 3 pending
issues between the
low-cost airline and
Maran and of these,
one has been settled.
New Delhi: Supreme
Court said the practice
of divorce in Muslims
through ‘Talaq-e-
Hasan’ is not akin to
triple talaq and women
also have option of
‘khula’. In Islam, a man
can take “talaq”, while
a woman can part
ways with him through
“khula”. SC said if hus-
band and wife cannot
live together, it can also
grant divorce on the
ground of irretrievable
breakdown under Art
142 of Constitution.
IN THE COURTYARD
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.  —FILE PHOTO
Bilkis’ family surprised on release of 11 convicts
Ahmedabad (PTI): The
husband of Bilkis Bano
on Tuesday said they
were surprised after
coming to know from
the media about the re-
lease of all 11 convicts
sentenced to life impris-
onment for her gang
rape and murder of
seven members of her
family during the 2002
Gujarat riots.
Bilkis Bano’s hus-
band Yakub Rasul told
PTI that he does not in-
tend to comment on the
latest development in
the case on Monday
.
Rasul said he, his
wife and five sons, the
eldest now aged 20, con-
tinue to live without a
fixed address, more
than 20 years after the
incident.
The 11 convicts on
Monday walked out of
the Godhra sub-jail af-
ter the Gujarat govern-
ment allowed their re-
lease under its remis-
sion policy
.
A special CBI court
in Mumbai on January
21, 2008, sentenced the
11 accused to life im-
prisonment on the
charge of gang rape and
murder of seven mem-
bers of Bilkis Bano’s
family
. Their conviction
was later upheld by the
Bombay High Court.
CONG ASKS IF PM
MODI BELIEVES IN
HIS OWN WORDS
WE WERE VICTIMS
OF POLITICS, SAYS
CONVICT
New Delhi: The Congress
hit out at PM Modi over
the release of 11 people
convicted for rape and
murder in the Bilkis Bano
case of the 2002 Gujarat
riots within hours of his
praise for “Nari Shakti” in
his I-Day speech and al-
leged the decision reflects
BJP’s mindset. Party
spokesman Pawan Khera
asked if the PM’s state-
ments had any meaning
and said Modi should tell
the country if he himself
believed in his words
when he spoke about the
safety, respect and em-
powerment of women.
Ahmedabad: A day after
he and ten others were
released from jail in
the case related to the
gangrape of Bilkis Bano
and murder of her family
members during the 2002
Gujarat riots, convict
Shailesh Bhatt claimed
that they were “victims of
politics.” Bhatt, 63, who
said he was a local func-
tionary of the ruling BJP
when he was arrested,
and others including his
brother and co-convict
Mitesh left for their village
Singor in Gujarat’s Dahod
district after walking out
of the Godhra jail.
Bilkis Bano with her husband Yakub Rasul.  —FILE PHOTO
Min’s ‘somehow managing’
remark embarrasses govt
Bengaluru (PTI): With
a Karnataka Minis-
ter’s alleged remarks
that the “government
is not functioning, we
are somehow manag-
ing”, causing an em-
barrassment to his ad-
ministration, Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tuesday
tried to do damage con-
trol by stating that the
comments were made
in a “different con-
text”.
The CM also said
that he will talk to oth-
er ministers, who are
upset about the re-
marks made by Law
Minister JC Mad-
huswamy, and have ex-
pressed their displeas-
ure against him.
Among others, Horti-
culture Minister Mu-
nirathna even advised
Madhuswamy to quit
the Ministry.
TAJ EXPRESS VACATED, SEARCHED FOR 2
HRS AFTER FALSE BOMB SCARE
CLASH ALONG ASSAM-ARUNACHAL
BORDER; AASU STAGES BLOCKADE
FAKE SPICE
FACTORY BUSTED,
FOUR HELD
Shahjahanpur: A fac-
tory manufacturing fake
black pepper was busted
and four people were ar-
rested here on Tuesday,
police said. SP (City)
Sanjay Kumar said eight
quintals of fake black
pepper and 25 quintals
of ingredients were
found in the factory.
‘BOLLYWOOD STARS
SHOULD CHARGE
REASONABLE FEE’
New Delhi: BJP national
spokesperson SZ Islam
suggested on Tuesday that
Bollywood stars should
reduce their fee to allow
producers to focus on
good cinema. The film
industry should realise that
OTT platforms are a better
and cost-effective option to
people now, he tweeted.
Agra: Passengers were asked to get off the Del-
hi-bound Taj Express at Mathura and the train was
searched for two hours after
a false bomb scare on I-Day,
officials said. The train was
coming from Jhansi. Rajeev
Kumar SI, Agra Cantt GRP
Police Station said, a man made a hoax call to a pas-
senger regarding a bomb saying it will explode when
the train will reach Delhi.
N. Lakhimpur: A group of miscreants allegedly attacked
a Village Defence Party in Assam’s Lakhimpur district in-
juring six persons in the area bor-
dering Arunachal Pradesh, police
said on Tuesday.The incident has
sparked tension with local units
of the All Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) staging a blockade on the
road leading to Arunachal Pradesh on Tuesday morn-
ing. “The VDP let the youths go after some questioning.
However, they returned with around 40 miscreants, who
attacked the VDP personnel,” he added.
HISTORY-SHEETER
SHOT DEAD
OUTSIDE COURT IN
UP’S HAPUR
Hapur: A history-sheeter
from Haryana was shot
dead here outside the dis-
trict and sessions court,
where he was brought
for a hearing in a case
registered against him, a
senior police official said
on Tuesday. The firing took
place 25 to 30 metres out-
side the gate of the district
and sessions court,” Circle
Officer (City) S N Vaibhav
Pandey said. Lakhan, alias
Yashpal (35), was killed
in the incident. The officer
said Lakhan is a histo-
ry-sheeter from Haryana
and had a number of
cases registered against
him. Lakhan was brought
from Haryana’s Faridabad
jail in connection with a
case registered against
him at the Dhaulana police
station in Hapur, the circle
officer said. Pandey said
the shooters will be iden-
tified soon and the CCTV
footage of the incident is
being examined.
CRUCIAL READ
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New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
draModiextendedgreet-
ings to the people on the
occasion of Parsi New
Year-Navroz. He wished
for joy
, prosperity and
good health for all. Tak-
ing to Twitter, PM Modi
said,“GreetingsonParsi
New Year. May the com-
ing year be filled with
joy
, prosperity
, and good
health. Navroz
Mubarak”
Earlier, on the eve of
Navroz, President Drou-
padi Murmu greeted the
citizens. In a message,
the President said, “On
the auspicious occasion
of Parsi New Year, I ex-
tend my warm greetings
and best wishes to all my
fellow citizens, especial-
lyourParsibrothersand
sisters. The Parsi com-
munity has significantly
contributed to the devel-
opment of our nation
throughtheirhardwork,
dedication,andentrepre-
neurship. The inclusive
culture of India inspires
all the citizens to live to-
gether in harmony
.”
Vice President
JagdeepDhankharsaid”
“I convey my heartiest
greetingsandgoodwish-
es to the people of our
country on the auspi-
cious occasion of ‘Nav-
roz’. Celebrated with
traditional fervour and
gaiety
, Navroz reflects
the spirit of fraternity
and compassion.” Wish-
ing people on the occa-
sionUnionMinisterSm-
riti Irani tweeted: “Nav-
roz Mubarak. May the
Parsi New Year bring
hope, happiness and
health to all.” The Parsi
New Year which is also
known as Navroz is cel-
ebrated to mark the be-
ginning of the new Per-
sian calendar.
President, PM Modi extend greetings
‘Fightagainstcorruption,nepotism’
Prime Minister Modi sets Panch Pran target to make India a developed nation in next 25 years
New Delhi (PTI): Prime
MinisterNarendraModi
on Monday said the time
has come to cleanse the
country of corruption
and nepotism and asked
people to have ‘nafrat’
(hatred) for these twin
evils that go beyond poli-
tics, as he set a ‘Panch
Pran’ (five resolves) tar-
gettomakeIndiaadevel-
oped nation in 25 years.
“The nation should
now only be setting big
goals. That big goal is a
developed India and
nothing less,” Modi as-
serted in his ninth con-
secutive address from
therampartsof RedFort
on the country’s 76th In-
dependence Day
.
He spelt out the the
five pledges as a resolve
for a developed India;
removing any trace of
the colonial mindset;
taking pride in our lega-
cy; our strength of uni-
ty; and fulfilling the du-
ties of citizens, which
include prime minister
and chief ministers as
well.
“We have to move for-
ward with these five re-
solves in mind and take
up the responsibility to
fulfil the dreams of our
freedom fighters in the
next 25 years when we
attain 100 years of inde-
pendence.”
India has entered a
decisive era in its battle
against corruption
which is “eating the
country like termites”,
he said, adding corrup-
tion and nepotism are
the two main challeng-
es for the nation. Modi
said it is a time to move
forward with a new re-
solve and he also spoke
strongly for cooperative
federalism, celebrating
the country’s diversity,
unity among citizens,
gender equality and re-
search and innovation.
PM Narendra Modi addressing the nation from Red Fort in New Delhi on Independence Day.
‘NEP CAN SHOW
WAY TO GET RID OF
SLAVISH MENTALITY’
New Delhi: If we are
to free ourselves from
a slavish mentality,
PM Narendra Modi
said in his speech, the
new National Educa-
tion Policy with its
focus on regional lan-
guages can show the
way. The PM asked,
“How long will we
live on the certificates
of the world? Can a
country of 130 crore
not make an effort to
exceed its standards?”
‘PM’S SPEECH LAYS
VISION FOR PARAM
VAIBHAV BHARAT’
New Delhi: BJP lead-
ers on Monday termed
PM Modi’s I-Day
speech as “invigorat-
ing”. The leaders said
that the PM’s speech
has set the vision for
a “Param Vaibhav
Bharat”. Hailing PM’s
address, senior BJP
leader and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
said it inspires every
Indian to contribute
towards making the
country prosperous.
JOE BIDEN WRITES LETTERS TO PM
MODI, PRESIDENT MURMU
IIT ORDERS PROBE INTO PLAYING OF
‘VULGAR’ SONGS AFTER FLAG HOISTING
Washington: US President Joe Biden has writ-
ten separate letters to PM Modi and President
Droupadi Murmu on Independence Day. The
letters were hand delivered to India’s Ambas-
sador to the US Taranjit Singh Sandhu by
Brian P McKeon, Deputy Secretary of State for
Management and Resources.
Varanasi: The IIT- BHU has set up a probe
team to inquire into the playing of vulgar
Bhojpuri songs allegedly after the national flag
was hoisted on I-Day.The incident, the video
of which went viral, drew criticism, prompting
the IIT administration to constitute a commit-
tee to inquire into the matter.
OVER 6 CR SELFIES WITH FLAG UPLOADED
ON ‘HAR GHAR TIRANGA’ WEBSITE
New Delhi: More than five
crore Tiranga selfies have
been uploaded on the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
website so far, the Min-
istry of Culture informed
on Monday and termed it
a “stupendous achieve-
ment”. PM had given a
call on July 22, to join the
Har Ghar Tiranga’ move-
ment by hoisting or dis-
playing the national flag at
homes. “In a stupendous
achievement, more than
five crore ‘Tiranga’ selfies
have been uploaded on
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ web-
site,” the ministry said. As
India embarks on its 76th
year of Independence,
wrapping up the 75-week
countdown to August
15 was the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ initiative of the
government driven by the
nodal ministry for ‘Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav‘ the
Ministry of Culture.
Kejriwal promises free education
if AAP elected to power in Guj
Bhuj (PTI):  In another
pre-poll guarantee for
Gujarat, Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesdayannouncedfree
and quality education to
the people of the poll-
bound state and audit-
ing of private schools if
the AAP was elected to
power in the year-end
Assembly elections.
He also promised to
improve infrastructure
of the existing govern-
ment schools and open
new ones in large num-
bers across the state.
“All those born in Gu-
jarat will get free and
quality education. We
will not force anybody
.
If parents have money,
they can send their kids
to private schools. But if
they do not have money
,
we will not let the lack
of money come in the
way of good education
for their kids,” he said at
a town hall meeting .
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaking at an event.
UP CABINET OKAYS
SETTING UP OF
TOURISM BOARD
Lucknow(PTI): The
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
on Tuesday gave its
approval for setting up an
eco-tourism development
board to fully utilise the
tourism potential of the
state. The board will be
headed by the state chief
minister with ministers
of 10 departments as
its members, Tourism
Minister Jaiveer Singh
told newspersons here.
The need for the board
was being felt for long
and a decision to set it up
was taken at the meeting
presided over by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
he said.The minister said
the board will help the
state attract domestic and
international tourists.
4 KILLED AS TRUCK
RAMS INTO HOUSE
IN UP’S MAINPURI
Mainpuri (PTI): Four
people died and six others
were injured after a truck
carrying iron bars rammed
into a house here, police
said on Tuesday. The
accident took place in
Khiria Peepar village under
the Kuraoli police station
area on Monday. The truck
was on its way to Dadri
from Chhibramau, they
said. The truck rammed
into the house of retired
sub-inspector Vishram
Singh (61) around 9.30 pm
on Monday when he and
his family members were
asleep, the police said.
“The house owners, truck
driver and cleaner died
on the spot. Six people
travelling in the truck were
seriously injured.
CRUCIAL READ
‘BUREAUCRATIC NEGLIGENCE LED TO
ROTTING OF 241 TONNES OF PULSES’
Panaji (PTI): Goa minister Govind Gaude has
claimed that bureaucratic negligence led to the
rotting of 241 tonnes of tur dal,
a key kitchen staple, in the state
during the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020. Gaude was the state civil
supplies minister in the then Pramod
Sawant-led cabinet when the tur
dal was procured.He is now sports
minister in the present Sawant
government. Gaude said he had
asked bureaucrats to take care of
the excess food grains kept in godowns. I will not
term it as a scam, but it is certainly negligence on
part of the bureaucracy due to which the tur dal
was left to rot, he said.
‘75% work of
bridges on
rly link over’
India ‘badly
needed’ Bharat
Jodo Yatra: Cong
Jammu (PTI): More
than 75 per cent of the
total 37 bridges and
97.6 per cent tunnel-
ling work on the vital
Katra-Banihal railway
link stands completed,
officials of the north-
ern railways said, ex-
pressing hope that
Kashmir will be con-
nected to rest of the
country.
The stretch is part of
the prestigious Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramul-
la Rail Link Project
which has missed sev-
eral deadlines amid
huge cost escalations
since 1997.
Thiruvananthapuram,
(PTI): Emphasising the
significance of its forth-
coming “Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, the Congress on
Tuesday said the coun-
try “badly needed”
such a programme as
destructive forces were
very active now-a-days
and were “patronised”
by the BJP-led govern-
ment. Tariq Anwar, the
AICC general secretary
said it had been decid-
ed during the recent
Udaypur ‘Chintan Shi-
vir’ that the party
should organise a pro-
gramme to connect
with the people.
MSP: SKM rejects Aug
22 committee meet,
says no hopes from it
New Delhi (PTI):Samy-
ukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) leaders on Tues-
day opposed the upcom-
ing meeting of the com-
mittee on Minimum
Support Price (MSP)
next week, calling the
panel a farce and said
nothing conclusive will
come out of the talks.
The committee on
MSP is scheduled to
hold its first meeting on
August 22 to discuss fu-
ture strategies, accord-
ing to official sources.
The meeting will be
held at 10.30 am at the
National Agriculture
Science Complex in Del-
hi. In the first meeting,
sources said the com-
mittee will introduce
members, deliberate on
“future strategies” and
discuss setting up sub-
panels to cover the
wide issues mentioned
in the terms of refer-
ence. Meanwhile, the
government is persuad-
ing SKM to take part in
the proceedings of the
committee. It needs to
be seen if it will change
its mind and nominate
three representatives,
as is required under
the deal.
Ensure timely utilisation of funds: Min
New Delhi: Union
Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya ap-
pealed to states and Un-
ion territories on Tues-
day for timely utilisa-
tion of central funds to
strengthen the health-
care infrastructure and
expedite the implemen-
tation of people-centric
health services at the
grassroots.
He also urged states
and Union territories to
accelerate the coverage
of precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines by
organising camps at
public places under the
Vaccination Amrit Ma-
hotsav, the Health Min-
istry said. Mandaviya
also advised them to
widely publicise the
availability of heterolo-
gous precaution dose of
Corbevax vaccine
‘India, US did more in
fight against Covid-19’
Washington (PTI): In-
diaandtheUShavedone
more than any other na-
tion in the fight global
against COVID-19, the
WhiteHouse’stophealth
official has said, as he
highlighted the massive
efforts by the two coun-
tries to vaccinate their
people.
Dr Ashish Jha, the
White House Coronavi-
rus Response Coordina-
tor, said he had a lot of
timeinthelasttwoyears
thinking about and
working on the pandem-
ic. “I can’t think of two
nations that have done
more to vaccinate and
protect their own popu-
lations, and to donate
and support and vacci-
nate and protect the
world,” Jha said.
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
EDUCATION FIRST
Navroz is celebrated to mark beginning of new Persian calendar.
The committee on MSP will hold its first meeting next week.
ANTI-FARMERS
PARSI NEW YEAR FROM PG 1
CM Eknath...
when Fadnavis served
as CM. The essential
difference is that Shin-
de has become Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
blue-eyed boy in the
process.”
He added, “Effective-
ly, this pattern has al-
ways been the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s (RSS) policy to
encourage and develop
new political talent
from within the organ-
ization. Back in the
days, RSS full-timers
(just like RSS pracha-
raks) were enjoined
with the political sys-
tem and made close as-
sociates of BJP MPs,
MLAs. Subsequently,
when BJP govern-
ments were formed,
they were enjoined
with the Chief Minis-
ters’ Offices (CMOs)
and given ministerial
assignments.”
The BJP leader cited
the instance of Maha-
rashtra Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshiyari,
whose personal secre-
tary back when he was
Chief Minister of Utta-
rakhand earlier, has
ascended to the top-
most seat of power in
that state as CM. An-
other instance is that
of Sumit R, a personal
aide of Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis,
who bagged a MLA
ticket in the 2019 state
assemblies after tag-
ging along with the
then CM for five years,
said the leader.
Another example of
personal aides turning
politicians include the
former Maharashtra
Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil, who
served as the personal
aide to NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, before
taking the plunge into
politics.
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Commodity	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
GOLD	 52,347.00	 764.00	1.45 (Per 10g)
SILVER	 58,277.00	1592.00	2.73 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
USDINR	 79.65	 0.01	0.0126
GBPINR	 97.0296	 0.2892	0.2972
CURRENCIES
Amul,MotherDairytohikemilkpricesby `2/L
New Delhi (PTI): Leading
milk suppliers Amul and
Mother Dairy will increase
milk prices by `2 per litre
with effect from Wednes-
day on account of rising
input costs.
This is the second hike
by Amul and Mother Dairy
in nearly six months. In the
beginning of March, both
had increased milk prices
by `2 per litre.
The Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federa-
tion, which sells milk and
other dairy products under
the Amul brand, on Tues-
day said it has decided to
increase the milk prices by
`2 per litre in Ahmedabad
and Saurashtra of Gujarat,
Delhi-NCR, West Bengal,
Mumbai and other markets
effective from August 17.
The hike of `2 per litre
will translate into a 4 % in-
crease in MRP which is
lower than the average food
inflation.
“This price hike is be-
ing done due to an in-
crease in overall cost of
operation and production
of milk. The cattle feeding
cost alone has increased to
approximate 20% com-
pared to last year. Consid-
ering the rise in input
costs, our member unions
have also increased farm-
ers’ price in the range of
8-9% over the previous
year,” GCMMF said. The
co-operative passes on al-
most 80 paise of every ru-
pee paid by consumers for
milk and milk products to
the milk producers.
Separately
,MotherDairy
announced that it will hike
milk prices in the Delhi-
NCR by `2 per litre from
Wednesday
.
STARTING FROM TODAY
SECOND RISE
THIS YEAR
	
z This is the second hike by
Amul  Mother Dairy in
nearly six months. In the
March, both had increased
milk prices by `2 per litre
	
z `2/litre hike will translate
into a 4%rise in MRP
AVERAGE HOUSING
PRICES RISE 5%
ACROSS 8 CITIES
New Delhi: Revival in housing
demand and rise in construction
cost have led to a 5% average
annual increase
in residential
property prices
across eight
major cities
during the April-June quarter,
according to a report. Delhi-
NCR saw the maximum rise in
housing prices at 10%. “During
Q2 2022, housing prices in India
have surpassed pre-pandemic
levels, indicating robust demand
and supply that is well-aligned
with the demand,” the report
said  added prices would
remain “range bound”. —PTI
CENTRE UNVEILS
PLATFORM FOR BETTER
INDUSTRY, RD COLLAB
New Delhi: Government on
Tuesday unveiled a platform
to drive collaboration between
the industry
and research
institutes to
implement
technology-
based social impact innova-
tions and solutions in the
country.Powered by NSEIT,
the Manthan platform will help
scale up interactions among
stakeholders, facilitate research
and innovation, and share
challenges in various emerg-
ing technologies and scientific
interventions, including those
that make a social impact.—PTI
OTHER STORIES
INDIA’S FUEL DEMAND CONTINUES TO FALL IN
AUGUST AS MONSOON SETS IN
New Delhi: Diesel demand in India fell for the second month in a row
as the onset of monsoon chipped away consumption in key sectors
like agriculture, preliminary industry data showed Tuesday. Petrol
and diesel demand had fallen month-on-
month in July. While petrol consumption
is almost flat in the first half of August,
diesel - the most widely used fuel in the
country - saw demand drop 11.2% dur-
ing August 1-15 to 2.82 million tonnes
from 3.17 million tonnes in the same
period of the previous month.  —PTI
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: The Public
Systems Lab, inaugurated
in IIT campus here, can
contribute significantly in
bringing efficiency in
public food procurement
and distribution, Com-
merce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday. He also said the
lab is a perfect example
of innovation that will
contribute towards the
development and rid the
country of corruption by
ushering efficiency in the
public distribution sys-
tem. The Public Systems
Lab will use knowledge
from fields such as oper-
ations research, and arti-
ficial intelligence to solve
critical problems. —PTI
Mumbai: Industry leader
Ratan Tata on Tuesday
announced an undis-
closed investment into
startup Goodfellows that
offers companionship to
senior citizens as a ser-
vice. The octogenarian in-
dustrialist has been an
active backer of startups
ever since retiring from
the helm of the salt-to-
software Tata Group and
has invested in over 50
companies till now. The
latest investee company
is founded by Shantanu
Naidu. —PTI
INDUSTRIALIST
RATAN TATA INVESTS
IN GOODFELLOWS
‘IIT-DELHI’s PUBLIC
SYSTEMS LAB TO
BRING EFFICIENCY’
New Delhi: Adani Logis-
tics, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone
Ltd, on Tuesday said it
has signed a definitive
agreement to acquire ICD
Tumb (Vapi) from Navkar
Corporation for `835
crore. The deal comprises
the acquisition of the op-
erational ICD with a ca-
pacity to handle 0.5 mil-
lion TEUs. Associated 129
acres of land provides an
additional expansion path
to inc capacity  cargo in
near future. —PTI
ADANI LOGISTICS
BUY ICD TUMB FOR
`835 CRORE
Mumbai: Companies in
India are expected to give
a salary hike of 10% in
2023 as they struggle
with rising attrition in the
tight labour market, ac-
cording to a report. Willis
Towers Watson’s Salary
Budget Planning report
found that companies in
India are budgeting an
overall increase of 10%
for 2022-23, compared
with the actual 9.5%
growth in the previous
year. It further said
around 42% of Cos in In-
dia have also projected a
positive business revenue
outlook. —PTI
COMPANIES IN INDIA
EXPECTED TO GIVE
10% HIKE IN 2023
*Rates till the edition went to print.
WPI inflation eases to
5-month low of 13.93%
IN JULY
New Delhi (PTI): The
wholesale price-based in-
flation eased to a five-
month low of 13.93% in
July on easing prices of
food articles and manufac-
tured products.
The WPI-based inflation
softened for the second con-
secutive month in July,
raising hopes of further
decline in wholesale prices
in the months to come.
The Wholesale Price In-
dex-based inflation, after
scaling a record high of
15.88% in May, declined to
15.18% in June. It was
13.43% in February
.
The WPI inflation con-
tinued its declining trend
for the second month in
July but remained in dou-
ble-digits for the 16th con-
secutive month beginning
April last year.
Inflation in food articles
in July eased to 10.77%
from 14.39% in June.
The rate of price rise in
vegetables declined sub-
stantially to 18.25% in July
against 56.75% in the previ-
ous month. In the fuel and
power basket, inflation was
43.75% in July compared to
40.38% in the last month.
Inflation in manufac-
tured products and oil
seeds was 8.16% and (-)
4.06%, respectively
.
CRCL LLP CEO and
Managing Partner DRE
Reddy said higher crude oil
prices and input costs still
weigh on the producers
and pass-through has re-
sulted in pushing the retail
inflation higher.
“The global economy is
recovering as we witness
an increase in demand for
metals, oils, crude and fer-
tilisers. Moving forward,
as the crude prices soften
in the summer season and
supply issues getting re-
solved will help ease WPI
inflation in the next few
months,” Reddy added.
The RBI mainly looks at
retail inflation to frame
monetary policy. Retail in-
flation remained above the
RBI’s comfort level for the
seventh month in a row.
MAJOR
TALKING POINTS
	
z The wholesale price-based
inflation (WPI) continued its
declining trend for the second
month in July but remained
in double-digits for the 16th
consecutive month beginning
April last year.
	
z The Wholesale Price Index-
based inflation, after scaling a
record high of 15.88% in May,
declined to 15.18% in June. It
was 13.43% in February.
	
z The WPI-based inflation
softened for 2nd straight
month, raising hopes of further
decline in wholesale prices.
5 bankers to
manage HZL
stake sale
New Delhi (PTI): ICICI Se-
curities, Axis Capital and
Citigroup Global Markets
are among the five invest-
ment bankers selected to
manage the sale of the
govt’s 29.53% residual
stake in Hindustan Zinc
Ltd, an official said.
Also, HDFC Bank and
IIFL Securities will act as
investment bankers and
work with the government
and handle the share sale
offers, the official said.
As many as 6 merchant
bankers had made a pres-
entation before the govern-
ment officials on August 12.
The official said that the
five bankers selected are
ICICI Securities, Axis Cap-
ital, Citigroup Global Mar-
kets, HDFC Bank and IIFL
Securities.
The DIPAM had in early
July invited bids from mer-
chant bankers for manag-
ing HZL residual stake and
set July 28 as the deadline
for putting bids. The select-
ed merchant bankers will
assist the government on
the timing of the divest-
ment, get investor feed-
back, and hold investor
road shows, besides seek-
ing regulatory approvals.
Paytm,Samsung stores
partner to deploy smart
Point of Sale devices
New Delhi: Digital finan-
cial services firm Paytm on
Tuesday said it partnered
with Samsung stores
across India to facilitate
smart payments as well as
its loan service Paytm Post-
paid through deployment
of point of sale devices.
The partnership will en-
able consumers purchas-
ing Samsung devices -- lap-
tops, smartphones, televi-
sion, smart watches etc --
from any authorised store
in the country to pay
through Paytm payment
instruments, including
UPI, wallet, buy now pay
later scheme, debit cards
and credit cards.
“We continue to drive in-
novation in the offline pay-
ments market and with our
PoS (Point of Sale) devices,
merchants are able to drive
higher customer loyalty.
The partnership with Sam-
sung stores will enable us
to further extend the con-
venience of smart pay-
ments to a larger customer
base,” said Bhavesh Gupta,
Paytm CEO - Lending and
Head Payments.
Paytm through its post-
paid or buy-now-pay-later
service will provide credit
limit of up to `60,000 per
month. It will also give cus-
tomers an option to avail
personal loan of up to `2
lakh through financial in-
stitution partners of Pay-
tm, acc to a statement.
IMPACT ON
CONSUMERS
	
z The partnership will enable
consumers purchasing
Samsung devices from
any authorised store in the
country to pay through
Paytm payment instruments,
including UPI, wallet, buy
now pay later scheme, debit
cards and credit cards.
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark BSE Sensex rose by
over 379 points on Tuesday
as gains in oil  gas, bank-
ing and auto shares helped
the barometer continue
winning run for the third
straight session.
The 30-share BSE bench-
mark index advanced
379.43 points or 0.64% to
settle at 59,842.21.
The broader NSE Nifty
climbed 127.10 points or
0.72% to 17,825.25 as 42 of
its constituents advanced.
From the Sensex pack,
Mahindra  Mahindra,
Maruti, Asian Paints, Hin-
dustan Unilever, UltraTech
Cement, HDFC and HDFC
Bank were lead gainers.
Sensex climbs
over 379 points;
Nifty above 17,800
Bengaluru (PTI): SBI
Chairman Dinesh Khara
on Tuesday said that things
might get “better” on the
inflation front towards the
end of September.
He said the supply side
constraints getting ad-
dressed and crude oil pric-
es trending low will help
ease the situation.
“Inflation...The recent
numbers which came out
was 6.7. Going forward the
way things are - the supply
side constraints which are
there are getting ad-
dressed, so the situation
should be improving going
forward,” he said in re-
sponse to a question.
Speaking to reporters
here, he said one of the im-
portant factors of inflation
is crude oil prices, and with
them also trending lower, it
will also support the infla-
tion to be further tapered
down. “...Overall expecta-
tion is that, maybe towards
theendof Septemberthings
might look to be even better
as compared to what you
are seeing (now),” he added.
Further pointing out
that policy rates by RBI is a
very key component for in-
flation, Khara in response
to a question said, the poli-
cy rates are the outcome of
the MPC meeting, which
assesses multiple data
points before they
arrive at any decision. “So
I think we will have to wait
and watch till the next
MPC meeting happens, but
I think till such time in the
intermediary phase, I feel
that the supply side con-
straints are getting
addressed,”he added.
Inflation: Things might get
‘better’ towards Sept-end
National flags worth over
`60 crore procured
New Delhi (PTI): More
than 2.36 crore national
flags worth over Rs 60 crore
were procured by different
government departments
and states from public buy-
ing portal GeM from July 1
to August 15, according to
an official data.
The Government e-Mar-
ketplace was launched on
Aug9,2016bythecommerce
ministry to create an open
and transparent procure-
ment platform for govt buy-
ers. By virtue of being an
online platform it was pos-
sible for GeM to rapidly
onboard sellers and meet
very large requirements
for an item that has had no
history of procurement at
such a scale. The team at
GeM regularly interacted
with buyer entities to en-
sure that the procurement
process was smooth, and
delivery was made in time,
GeM CEO P K Singh said.
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Mumbai:  The Maha
Yuti coalition led by
Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, and
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis will face its
first big test in the
state legislature to-
day. The Leader of
Opposition in the As-
sembly, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
leader Ajit Pawar,
Shiv Sena’s Ambadas
Danve vowed to take
on the government
over multiple issues
at a press meet on
Tuesday.
Addressing media
persons, they shared
their plans to touch on
various issues includ-
ing financial aid to dis-
tressed farmers affect-
ed by floods, Bhandara
rape case, staying of
decisions by the previ-
ous Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government,
among others.
Pawar and Danve on
Tuesday boycotted the
customary tea meeting
with the CM and Dy
CM, and submitted a
seven to eight page pro-
test letter instead, slam-
ming the government
on several issues.
Defending the new
government, Fadnavis
said, “The Maha Yuti is
a people-oriented gov-
ernment, and in 46
days, people can see the
difference. When the
MVA government was
in power, the Mantra-
laya was empty, the
Sahyadri guest house
was empty
, and even the
Minister’s bungalows
(opposite Mantralaya)
were empty. Now, there
is no space in these
places to enter.”
Taking on Pawar’s
criticism that the Shin-
de-Fadnavis govern-
ment had failed to pro-
vide financial assis-
tance to farmers reeling
under floods and crop
losses, Fadnavis said,
“It took nine months for
the MVA government
between announcing
financial aid, and actu-
ally disbursing it. Com-
paratively, 95% of the
‘panchanamas’ (sur-
vey) of rain damages
have been completed.
As soon as supplemen-
tary demands in the
budget are approved
during the Session, the
aid will be disbursed.”
Shinde also coun-
tered Pawar’s claims on
financial aid by stating
that the Maha Yuti gov-
ernment will be dis-
bursing double the fi-
nancial aid distributed
by the MVA govern-
ment. “The MVA gov-
ernment had an-
nounced Rs25,000 per
hectare for farmers
with two hectare land,
while Maha Yuti is pro-
viding Rs36,000 hectare
to farmers with three
hectare land,” he said.
Responding to Pa-
war’s allegations that
the Maha Yuti govern-
ment was vengeful in
staying decisions by the
MVA, Shinde said, “The
MVA government is-
sued 300 to 500 GRs in
their final days in office
by allocating funds in
an indiscriminate man-
ner. We have not stayed
any, but are conducting
a review of funds allo-
cated. The MVA stayed
projects for 2.5 years,
but we will allow appro-
priate funds for public
interest projects wher-
ever necessary
.”
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It is absolutely amazing what the
human mind can achieve once it
decides to focus and work consistently.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
Mumbai: Bollywood
singer and composer
Rahul Jain was
booked on the charg-
es of raping a 30-year-
old woman—a cos-
tume designer, in a
FIR lodged on last
Tuesday by the vic-
tim at the Oshiwara
police station.
Based on the state-
ment of the victim, the
police have registered a
case under 376 against
the singer and have
started an investiga-
tion.
Jain reportedly
called the woman at his
Lokhandwala residence
on the pretext of giving
her a job and then raped
her. The singer, on the
other hand, has termed
these accusations as
baseless.
The victim in her
statement said that Ra-
hul had threatened her
of dire consequences,
if she told anything
about the incident to
anyone.
He said, “If you tell
anyone, I will kill you. I
will end your career.”
“No arrest has been
made so far. But the po-
lice will be interrogat-
ing Rahul very soon,” a
police official said.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Cultural Af-
fairs Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar on
Tuesday said that state
government officials
were not mandated to
say ‘Vande Mataram’
while receiving phone
calls.
However, he clarified
that any equivalent
words that reflect na-
tionalism could be used
to attend the phone
calls. The clarification
came after he received
widespread flak from
Opposition parties over
the directive.
Mungantiwar on Sun-
day had said that be-
cause the country was
celebrating the 75th an-
niversary of Independ-
ence, all officials of the
state government must
say ‘Vande Mataram’,
instead of ‘hello’ while
receiving phone calls in
offices till January 26
(RepublicDay)nextyear.
On Tuesday, however,
the minister said on tel-
evision that “saying
Vande Mataram is not
mandatory
.”
“Any word or words
equivalent to ‘Vande
Mataram’, which infuse
nationalism can be
used while receiving a
phone call,” he said.
First India Bureau
Nashik: The city, and
parts of Nashik dis-
trict were hit by in-
cessant rains, raising
the water levels to
dangerous levels in
the region’s dams and
reservoirs on Tues-
day.
Several areas of Na-
shik city such as Ravi-
var Karanja, Pancha-
vati, Satpur, Ambad,
Nashik Road, Deolali
Camp and Bhagur re-
ceived showers
throughout the day
.
Rains also lashed
T r i m b a k e s h w a r,
Niphad, Chandwad, Sin-
nar, Malegaon, Pimpal-
gaon and Dindori in the
district, said the official.
According to the state
Irrigation Department,
the water levels in dams
in the district had in-
creased, which com-
pelled authorities to
start discharging water
from various reservoirs.
It was reported that
till 6 pm on Tuesday
evening, 10,202 cusec of
water had been dis-
charged from Darna
dam, 1,520 cusec from
Mukne dam, 2,250 cusec
from Kadwa dam, 17,366
cusec from Palkhed
dam and 31,849 cusec
from Nandur-Madhya-
meshwar dam.
The water level in Go-
davari, too, increased
due to discharge of wa-
ter from Gangapur dam.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: In a major
crackdown on drug
dealers, Mumbai’s
Anti Narcotics Cell’s
Worli unit busted a
drug factory in An-
kleshwar area of
Bharuch district in
Gujarat on Tuesday.
The team recovered
around 513kg of me-
phedrone drugs
worth Rs1,026 crore,
as per international
market rates, in this
raid. Officials also
successfully appre-
hended seven ac-
cused, including a
woman, during the
operation.
The owner of the
unit, who holds a mas-
ter’s degree in chemis-
try, was also arrested. It
was one of the biggest
drug seizures by the
city police in recent
times, said Deputy
Commissioner of Po-
lice of ANC Datta Nala-
wade.
Officials acted on a
tip-off and nabbed its
owner Giriraj Dixit
while seizing 513kg of
mephedrone, he said.
For several months,
the ANC has been con-
ducting anti-drug oper-
ations throughout the
state. DCP Anti Narcot-
ics Cell, Datta Nala-
wade, told media per-
sons, “The ANC unit of
the Mumbai Police had
seized 703kg of mephe-
drone worth Rs1,400
crore in the interna-
tional market from Nal-
asopara area of Palghar
district on August 03.
They also arrested five
drug peddlers. Earlier
in April, a squad had
confiscated another
batch of this drug from
the same region in Pal-
ghar.”
Shamshullah Obhed-
ullah Khan (38), Ayub
Izhar Ahmed Sheikh
(33), Reshma Sanjayku-
mar Chandan (49), Ri-
yazAbdulSattarMenon
(43), Prem Prakash Par-
asnath Singh (52) and
Kiran Pawar were ar-
rested during the raid,
the official said. Follow-
ing their interrogation,
the ANC zeroed in on
Dixit, Nalawade added.
The mephedrone
manufactured in Dixit’s
factory was meant to be
supplied to drug ped-
dlers in Mumbai and
neighbouring areas, he
said.
Dixit and a co-ac-
cused perfected the for-
mula for producing me-
phedrone through ex-
periments.
The racket began to
unravel after the ANC
Worli team arrested a
drug peddler in eastern
Mumbai's Govandi area
in March this year and
seized 250 grams of the
drug from him, the of-
ficial said. It led to the
arrest of two persons
including a woman and
seizure of 2.7 kg of me-
phedrone.
The ANC subse-
quently arrested anoth-
er accused which was
followed by the raid in
Nalasopara.
“We have now made a
seventh arrest in this
case,” said DCP Nala-
wade.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Even as the
two factions of the
Shiv Sena will face
off in the state legis-
lature during the
Monsoon Session on
Wednesday, Chief
Whip of the Uddhav
faction of the Shiv
Sena, Sunil Prabhu,
on Tuesday issued a
whip for all 55 MLAs
of the Sena.
According to the or-
der, all MLAs should
mandatorily be present
during daily proceed-
ings of the Monsoon
Session, which will last
till August 25.
No reaction has come
from the faction led by
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, yet.
Days after the verti-
cal split in the Shiv
Sena in June, the for-
mer CM Uddhav Thack-
eray’s faction had re-
moved Shinde as the
Shiv Sena’s leader of
the Legislature Party
. It
had appointed Ajay
Chaudhari as the re-
placement to the post.
Amid claims of being
the ‘real’ Shiv Sena, the
Shinde group respond-
ed by reappointing the
CM as the leader of the
legislature party, and
replacing Prabhu as the
chief whip with rebel
MLAs Bharat Gogavale.
While Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly
Rahul Narwekar has
approved Gogavale as
the chief whip, the legal
question over which
faction has legitimacy
as the Shiv Sena is still
pending before the Su-
preme Court.
The drugs and accused in ANC custody.
Mum police busts cartel in Guj,
drugs worth `1,026cr seized
Officials of Anti
Narcotics Cell
impound 513kg
mephedrone,
arrest seven
during operation
OTHER DRUG BUSTS BY AGENCIES THIS YEAR
In June, drugs worth crores of rupees were seized in the seacoast region of Gu-
jarat. In Jakhau of Gujarat’s Kutch district, the Border Security Force (BSF) and
Kutch police had recovered a huge quantity of heroin, in a joint operation. At the
same time, last year a consignment of 3,000kg of drugs was caught at the Mun-
dra port in Gujarat in September 2021. Its value in the international market was
said to be Rs21,000 crore. The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) had
recovered 3,000kg of heroin from two containers imported from Afghanistan.
Two people were also arrested from Chennai in connection with the case.
A similar situation had plagued the district due to heavy downpour last month as well. —ANI PHOTO
Incessant rains lash Nashik,
water levels increase in dams
VARSITY CANCELS EXAMS DUE TO RAIN
Singer Rahul Jain Sudhir Mungantiwar
Singer Rahul
Jain booked
for rape of
30-yr-old
Saying Vande
Mataram ‘not
mandatory’ for
govt officials
NAVROZ MUBARAK!
Members of the Parsi community greet each other on Navroz, the Parsi New Year, at
Shirinbai and Khurshedji Hormusji Doongaji Daremeher in Navi Mumbai, on Tuesday. 
 —PHOTO BY PTI
Uddhav faction issues whip
for Maha Monsoon Session
Chief Whip Sunil
Prabhu makes
attendance compulsory
for all 55 MLAs
Opposition gears up to corner Shinde-Fadnavis govt
CLASH OF THE TITANS
Shinde defends actions as NCP’s Ajit
Pawar and Sena Thackeray faction’s
Danve skip customary tea gathering
CM Eknath Shinde and Dy CM Devendra Fadnavis other leaders
at the customary tea on the eve of state Assembly’s Monsoon
Session.  —PHOTO BY PTI
First India Bureau
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JAHAN TAK BHARAT
WAHAN TAK BHARAT24
e bring you
some more
glimpses of
the mega
launch of the
national Hin-
di news chan-
nel Bharat24- Vision
of New India, on Sun-
day by Anurag
Thakur, Union Minis-
ter Information 
Broadcasting and
Sports  Youth Af-
fairs. Dr Jagdeesh
Chandra, CEO  Edi-
tor-in-Chief thanked
the Union Minister
and also welcomed all
the guests who had
come to join in the oc-
casion.
The launch with
traditional music, fes-
tivity
, joyous together-
ness and a feeling of
hopeful achievement
at the fulfilment of a
dream made the even-
ing beautiful and mag-
ical!
A bevy of dignitar-
ies reached to congrat-
ulate Jagdeesh Chan-
dra on the occasion,
Amit Malviya (In-
charge BJP’s National
Information  Tech-
nology Dept.), First
India News Director
Virendra Choudhary,
Naveen Kapoor (Na-
tional Bureau Chief,
ANI), Sant Prasad Rai
(Sr. Vice President,
News  Production,
ABP News), Amit
Mishra (Consulting
Editor, ANI), Tridip
Raman (Editor, Parlia-
mentarian magazine)
and many others.
ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
W
Union Minister Anurag Thakur launches the channel to applause, seen here with Jagdeesh Chandra,
Ajay Kumar, Shashikant Sharma, Manoj Jagyasi and other team members.
Jagdeesh Chandra with Monika Jaiswal, Amrita Garg, Amit Mittal, Shashikant Sharma, Kavita Singh,
Manoj Jagyasi, Ajay Kumar, Geetanjali Sharma, Naina Yadav, Aditi Nagar and Mimansa Malik in the newsroom
Jagdeesh Chandra seats Ajay Kumar on the chair of the Managing Editor.
Also seen are Syed Umar, Manoj Jagyasi, Shashikant Sharma and Sachin Arora
Jagdeesh Chandra and Amit Malviya cut the inaugural ribbon
also seen are Ajay Kumar, Virendra Chaudhary and Sant Prasad Rai
Bharat24 – A Vision of New India
—PHOTOS
BY
SHAZID
CHAUHAN
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AMAGICAL
AMAGICAL
EVENING!
EVENING!
BHARAT24- VISION OF NEW INDIA, IS AVAILABLE ON ALL MAJOR DTH  CABLE
PLATFORMS, MARKING A PAN-INDIA PRESENCE WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE REACH.
THE CHANNEL MAY BE THE LATEST ENTRANT IN THE NATIONAL NEWS
ENVIRONMENT, BUT POLITICAL AND MEDIA PUNDITS PREDICT THAT IT SHALL
SOON BE AMONG THE MOST WATCHED HINDI NEWS CHANNELS. THE CHANNEL
OFFICE AT DISCOVERY TOWER, SECTOR 62 NOIDA IS STATE-OF-ART AND WITH ITS
BEST AND LATEST EQUIPMENT, AESTHETIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND HEART-
WARMING ETHOS, IT DREW APPRECIATION FROM ONE AND ALL WHO VISITED
Ajay Kumar explains about the state of art systems in the newsroom to Jagdeesh Chandra, seen here with the team
Perfect hospitality: Anurag Thakur personally offers sweets as a congratulatory gesture to Jagdeesh Chandra and Bharat24 team
Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Rittik Banerjee, Manoj Jagyasi, Ashish Malhotra,
Bhim Shankar Negi, Jiwan Singh and Nishant Mishra
Jagdeesh Chandra with Ajay Kumar, Ravi Tiwari, Syed Umar, Manoj Jagyasi, Pratham Soni, Kavita Chauhan and Mitali Dusad
Jagdeesh Chandra with Amit Mittal, Shashikant Sharma, Manoj Jagyasi, Ajay Kumar, Syed Umar and Poornima Mishra
Mimansa Malik greets Anurag Thakur
Jagdeesh Chandra greeted by Jinendra Shekhawat Jagdeesh Chandra greeted by Ashish Aman Jagdeesh Chandra greeted by Abhishek Upadhyaya Vaishaali Rajawat greets Anurag Thakur Akanksha Bhalla greets Anurag Thakur
(L-R) Jawed Siddiqui, Yakoob Khan, Hemant Jaiman,
Sudhanshu Mathur, Vishal Mathur, Ashish Aman,
Mahendra Saini and Sarish Vasudevan
Jagdeesh Chandra being greeted by Virendra Choudhary.
Also seen are Hansraj, Sanjay Poonia and KK Parashar
Tridip Raman with Vishvendra
Shweta Malik and Kangana Malik greet Jagdeesh Chandra
Jagdeesh Chandra greeted by Naveen Kapoor and Amit Mishra
During the puja
Jagdeesh Chandra with Sant Prasad Rai and Shishir Awasthi
Rayna Sikri with her mother Timsy Newsroom of Bharat24
—PHOTOS
BY
SHAZID
CHAUHAN
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arlier this week,  actor Kangana
Ranaut shared on her Instagram
Stories that she is down with den-
gue. On Monday, Kangana shared
videos of herself with Indian flag in her
hand as she smiled and celebrated In-
dependence day at her home.
Kangana mentions on her insta
story “Couldn’t get out of my
room lekin the spirit of national
celebration has taken over me in
the most empowering way...From
my home staff, nurses and gar-
deners all congratulating each
other, I heard Honourable Prime
Minister speech this morn-
ing....they say one person can
change the world, stands true
for our Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi Ji..never in my life, I
saw such a euphoria of national-
ism, duty and optimism for
future among people... Proba-
bly one such gigantic con-
sciousness is what we call
avatar. Those who can not
only rise but also uplift not
hundreds or thousands but
entire humanity
...Jai Hind”
SHADES OF INDEPENDENCE DAY!
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GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
he upcoming ep-
isode of Koffee
With Karan sea-
son seven will
have Sidharth
Malhotra and
Vicky Kaushal
sharing the Koffee
couch. With Karan
season 7 will be a
blast as it will be a
fun-filled Punjabi epi-
sode As Sidharth an-
swers when he is mar-
rying Kiara Advani.
The two men will be
spilling some secrets
about their personal
lives. In the teaser of
the upcoming epi-
sode, Karan is seen
asking Sidharth
about his marriage
plans with girlfriend Ki-
ara Advani.
Johar reveals that
Malhotra is dating
his Shershaah co-
star Kiara Advani,
and asks him to re-
veal his future plans
with her. Sidharth gets
dumbfounded, and then
the actor admits, “I’m
manifesting it today.”
Karan cuts him and
says, “That you’ll marry
Kiara Advani.” Sidharth
replies “I’m sorry...” and
they all laugh out loud.
Later, Karan states Sid-
harth as ‘bibba munda.’
While we wait for
them to talk more
about their relation-
ship, the duo will be
joining hands for a
romantic film once
again. The duo will
unite for a rom-com ti-
tled ‘Adal Badal’. Ac-
cording to a source close
to the development, the
film will revolve around
Sidharth and Kiara
whose souls get ex-
changed due to certain
circumstances.
Kiara Advani is ru-
moured to be dating
Sidharth Mal-
hotra for a long
time now. Sid-
harth and Ki-
ara starred to-
gether in Sher-
shah. She played
Dimple Cheema
while he played
Kargil soldier Cap-
tain Vikram Batra.
ASHISH TIWARI
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
T
SIDDHARTH MANIFESTS
SIDDHARTH MANIFESTS
HIS MARRIAGE WITH
HIS MARRIAGE WITH
KIARA ON KWK
KIARA ON KWK
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION!
Mukesh Ambani and Nita Ambani celebrated Independence Day with their grandson Prithvi
Akash Ambani on Monday.
B
ollywood actor John Abraham
is on a roll! After Tehran, the
actor announced a new film ti-
tled Tariq which is set for Inde-
pendence Day 2023 release. On the oc-
casion of the 75th Independence Day
on Monday, the
actor took to so-
cial media to
make the an-
nouncement.
John Abra-
ham wrote,
“Aazadi ki
‘Tariq’, 15 Au-
g u s t ,
2023.’Tariq’ is
our next crea-
tive collabora-
tion with Bake My Cake Films after
Batla House and Tehran. Time to cel-
ebrate the freedom to tell good stories
#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav.”
He took to social media and shared
the update with his fans. John also
shared the first look of the film. The
picture features an oak leaf and a blue
sky full of stars.
Meanwhile, John has ‘Pathaan’ with
Shah Rukh Khan and Deepika Padu-
kone. The film will release next year in
January. He also has ‘Tehran’ with
Manushi Chhillar.
JOHN ANNOUNCES
HIS NEXT
FILM ‘TARIQ’
DENGUE-STRICKEN
KANGANACELEBRATES
INDEPENDENCEDAY
Sidharth Malhotra
Kiara Advani John Abraham
Poster of the fim...
Kangana Ranaut
Her story...
Manoj Tiwari
Janardan Dhopte, Rakesh Shukla, Sekhar Verma, Manoj Tiwari, Shiv Prasad Mallah,
Neha Visharia, Geetika Dalal, Yogita Tiwari, Pradnya Sakpal,
Madhusudan Kamath, Nishant Sakpal, Manoj Dalal, Sanjay Sabarwal and Dhanraj Amin
Senior BJP Leader Pravin Darekar,
Lucky Sudama Yadav, Nisha Parulekar and Rahul Tangri
Senior BJP Leader Ramesh Singh,
Harish Tiwari, Sushil Jha and Krishnadev Prasad
Harsh and Anshula Tiwari
Nitin Mayekar and Suresh Bait
Urvi Tiwari, Pradnya Sakpal, Yogita Tiwari,
Bhumika Soni and Siksha Shukla
CITY FIRST BRINGS TO YOU GLIMPSES OF HOW LOCALITIES
CELEBRATED THE 75TH INDEPENDENCE DAY ON MONDAY
 




Download Now

AboutSupportTermsPrivacyCopyrightCookie PreferencesDo not sell or share my personal informationEverand
EnglishCurrent LanguageEnglish
Español
Portugues
Français
Deutsche




© 2024 SlideShare from Scribd 





