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	1. CENTRE’S CHANGE
FOR TOP  POST OF
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Theminis-
try of has issued ga-
zette notifications to
amend regulations of
thethreedefenceforces
related to the appoint-
ment of the (CDS), In-
dia’s top military post.
The new guidelines
pave the way for serv-
ing and retired offic-
ers as well as three-
starandfourstar-rank
officers to be appoint-
ed as the CDS.
Thismeansthateven
a serving Lieutenant
General (three-star of-
ficer)--orequivalent
in the Navy and
AirForce.This
essentially
opens the doors to the
second-highest active
rank officers of the tri-
services to possibly su-
persede their seniors --
the chief of the Army
,
Air Force, or Navy -- to
take on the role.
Another change in
eligibility criteria is
that recently retired
service chiefs and vice
chiefs will also be eli-
gible for the post,
though there’s an age
ceiling of 62 years. Re-
tired three-and four-
star officers
are also now
eligible for
the post.
MILITARY
This opens doors
for 2nd highest
active rank officers of
tri-services to possibly
supersede their
seniors - Army Chief,
Air Force, or Navy - to
take on the role
Recently retired
service chiefs &
vice chiefs will also
be eligible for post,
though there’s an age
ceiling of 62 year
1
2
Know about the crucial seat
l Coveted CDS post
has been vacant
since death of Gen-
eral in a helicopter
crash in December
last year
l General Rawat had
retired as Army
chief and was then
elevated to the post
of India’s first CDS
l CDS is appointed
as Secy of the Dept
of Military Affairs
which functions at
present under an
Additional Secre-
tary-rank L-G
l CDS is also the head
of the Integrated
Defence Staff pres-
ently headed by a
three-star officer
from the IAF
l The post of CDS has
been lying vacant
since death of Gen
Bipin Rawat on
December 8
l CDS is also the sin-
gle point of contact
for the govt for giv-
ing military advice
and is the senior-
most bureaucrat in
the defence ministry
Lt Gen Bipin Rawat
SIDHU MOOSEWALA MURDER
Rahul Gandhi meets Moose
Wala’s parents in Punjab
Mansa (ANI): Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
met the family of the
latesingerandCongress
leaderSidhuMoosewala
at Moosa village in Pun-
jab’s Mansa district on
Tuesday
. Sidhu Moose
Wala was shot dead by
unidentified assailants
in Jawaharke village of
Punjab’s Mansa district
on May 29. The incident
took place a day after his
security was withdrawn
by the Punjab police
among 424 others. Earli-
er on Monday, former
Deputy Chief Minister
of Rajasthan Sachin Pi-
lot visited Moose Wala’s
house and met the sing-
er’s father. He expressed
grief over the murder
and demanded strict ac-
tionagainsttheculprits.
Rahul Gandhi offers condolences to the father of Congress leader
Sidhu Moose Wala at Moosa village in Mansa on Tuesday.
MAN WHO TOOK
SELFIE WITH SIDHU, 7
OTHERS ARRESTED
New Delhi: The man who pre-
tended to be a fan and took a
selfie with murdered Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moose Wala is
among eight people arrested
for helping the singer’s killers,
police said on Tuesday. The
suspects have been arrested
for providing logistic support,
conducting recce, and har-
bouring the singer’s killers.
THREAT TO SALMAN:
BISHNOI DENIES
SENDING LETTER
New Delhi: Lawrence Bish-
noi, the jailed gangster ac-
cused of killing singer Sidhu
Moose Wala, on Tuesday
told a Delhi Police team that
he or his associates did not
have a role in the letter that
threatened Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan and his
father Salim Khan, people
aware of the matter said.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
SENSEX ENDS 550
PTS LOWER, NIFTY
BELOW 16,450
Mumbai: Benchmark
indices declined for 3rd
day running on Tuesday,
with Sensex tumbling
567.98 points. 30-share
BSE Sensex tanked
567.98 points or 1.02%
to settle at 55,107.34.
Broader NSE Nifty fell by
153.20 points or 0.92%
to end at 16,416.35. P7
AVANI LEKHARA
WINS GOLD IN
PARA WORLD CUP
New Delhi: Tokyo
Paralympics champion
Avani Lekhara won gold
at Para
Shooting
World Cup
with a world
record
score of
250.6 in women’s 10m
air rifle standing SH1
in Chateauroux, France
on Tuesday. 20-year-old
shooter broke her own
world record of 249.6 to
secure her a spot at 2024
Paris Paralympics.
WORLD BANK CUTS
INDIA’S GROWTH
OUTLOOK TO 7.5%
Washington: World Bank
on Tuesday cut India’s
economic growth forecast
for current fiscal to
7.5% as rising inflation,
supply chain disruptions
& geopolitical tensions
taper recovery. This is the
2nd time that World Bank
has revised GDP growth
forecast in 2022-23.
RANA CASE: PARL
PANEL SUMMONS
MAHA DGP, MUM CP
New Delhi: The Parl
Privilege Committee
of LS has summoned
Maharashtra CS, state
Director General of
Police and Mumbai
Police Commissioner to
appear before them on
June 15 in connection
with breach of complaint
by MP Navneet Rana.
FIRE AT UCO BANK
INSIDE SC COMPLEX
PUT OUT, ALL SAFE
New Delhi: A fire broke
out at a bank branch in
SC complex on Tuesday
morning but no casualty
was reported, fire service
officials said. Delhi Fire
Services Director Atul
Garg said info about
fire in UCO bank branch
on SC premises was
received at 9.10 am.
Rakesh Ranjan
New Delhi : The incum-
bent Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Prasar Bharati
- India’s Public Broad-
caster Shashi Shekhar
Vempati’s tenure is
ending on Wednesday.
As per rules the reliev-
ing process has been
already been initiated
on Tuesday. As CEO
he has been oversee-
ing the transformation
of broadcasting (TV/
Radio) across the twin
networks of Doord-
arshan and All India
Radio (AIR).  Turn to P6
TENURE OF
PRASAR
BHARATI CEO
ENDS TODAY
`2.85 crore cash,133 gold
coins seized after raids on
Satyendar Jain,others
New Delhi: The ED on
Tuesday said “unex-
plained” cash of `2.85
crore and
133 gold
coins were
seized after
its day-long
raids con-
ducted on premises of
Delhi health minister
Satyendar Jain and
his alleged associates as
part of a money-laun-
dering probe against
him.
The ED said those
raided were “either di-
rectly or indirectly as-
sisted” the minister in
the process of money
laundering. Cash, coins
were ‘unexplained’ and
were kept in a ‘secret’
place. ED said in a state-
ment that search opera-
tion was conducted on
Monday at the “prem-
ises of Satyendar Ku-
mar Jain/Poonam Jain,
and his accomplices
and other persons who
had either directly or
indirectly assisted him
or participated in the
processes of money
laundering namely
.
AIMIM MLA’s
son named as
accused, held
Hyderabad: The minor
son of a MLA of the
AIMIM(AllIndiaMajlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen)
has been named as ac-
cusedinthegangrapeof
ateeninHyderabadthat
has set off outrage in
Telangana has been ar-
rested by police on Tues-
day
.Allsixaccused--one
adult and five minors --
are now in custody
.
BJP MLA booked:
BJPMLARaghunandan
Rao has been booked by
theHyderabadpolicefor
allegedly revealing the
identity of the 17-year-
old victim of gang-rape
in Jubilee Hills.
NCW takes the cog-
nizance: Chairperson
NationalCommissionfor
Women Rekha Sharma
on Tuesday said that
NCW has taken cogni-
zanceof rapes,citingthat
minorarebeingtargeted.
JUBILEE HILLS
GANG-RAPE
ED IN
ACTIVE MODE
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MONSOON TO HIT MUMBAI JUNE 11
The monsoon will officially arrive in Mumbai on June 11, IMD
said. While the rains will not be as heavy as a typical monsoon
in the beginning, the rainfall will intensify in the second half of
the month across the state, the weatherman said.  P8
Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s office has
written to ED seeking a fresh date to appear before
the agency in the National Herald case as Gandhi is
yet tested negative for Covid-19, a source said
Nupur Sharma has been summoned by Mumbra
Police on June 22 for derogatory comments on
Prophet Muhammad. Meanwhile, BJP leader Harshit
Shrivastava was also held over Prophet Row.  P8
The ED seized gold, crores of cash from Satyendar Jain’s aide.
ED RAIDS AGAINST GUPTA BUILDERS
The ED has conducted a search operation at 19 loca-
tions in Chandigarh, Ambala, Panchkula, Mohali
and Delhi against Gupta Builders and Promoters Pvt
Ltd and its directors in a money laundering case, the
agency said on Tuesday.
ED ATTACHES `110 CR ASSETS OF FIRM
ED has attached 210 immovable properties worth
over `110 crore in Maithri Plantation and Horticul-
ture Pvt Ltd (MPHPL) ponzi scam case. The attached
properties include 196 land properties in AP, 13 land
properties in Telangana  1 land in Karnataka.
CM Uddhav Thackeray to raise toast to Hindutva, roast BJP
Renni Abraham
Mumbai: Chief Min-
ister Uddhav Thack-
eray will launch an
onslaught against po-
litical detractors
while announcing
sops for Aurangabad
city at his public ral-
ly on Wednesday with
an eye on the forth-
coming civic corpora-
tion elections in the
city, informally re-
ferred to as Samb-
hajinagar among his
party workers and
leaders. The civic
body has cleared a
Rs207 crore incre-
ment in financing to
sprucing up 224 city
roads, Shiv Sena’s in-
dustries minister
Subhas Desai an-
nounced on Tuesday.
First India was the
first to break the story
of the CM’s proposed
rally in our May 24 is-
sue.
The authorities had
already sanctioned
Rs317 crore for Aurang-
abad city’s roads under
the Smart City project.
The additional outlay
has included 224 more
roads under the ambit
of the Union govern-
ment project, Desai-
-who is also the guardi-
an minister of the dis-
trict--announced.
Thackeray will ad-
dress the public meet-
ing at the historic
ground from where his
father and founder of
the Shiv Sena Balasa-
heb Thackeray had first
demanded that the city
be renamed Sambhaji-
nagar, after the Mara-
tha king and son of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. The CM is
also expected to speak
on the issue of renam-
ing Aurangabad, and
also on a similar pend-
ing demand to rename
Osmanabad.
In addition, the CM is
expected to up the ante
against the BJP that is
going all out to wrest an
additional Rajya Sabha
seat from Maharashtra
on June 10, when elec-
tions are scheduled, for
which the Sena has also
fielded an additional
candidate.
Thackeray will dwell
on national as well as
local issues at the Au-
rangabad public meet-
ing in an effort to pillo-
ry the Centre on the
recent displacement of
Kashmiri Pandits--who
belong to the minority
Hindu community
Kashmir--in the wake
of targeted terror at-
tacks on civilians there.
He is expected to
dwell at length on BJP’s
efforts at horse-trading
to impact the June 10
elections to six Rajya
Sabha seats from Ma-
harashtra, as well as
the elections to the up-
per house of the state
legislature (Vidhan
Parishad) in Maha-
rashtra.
Thackeray is likely to
raise the cause of Hin-
dutva at his public rally
to neutralize ongoing
efforts by the BJP to
paint his alliance with
the NCP and Congress
as a move towards secu-
larism.
PUBLIC MEETING
Sena chief will announce
additional sops for Aurangabad
while taking issue with the
BJP on Kashmir
CM Uddhav Thackeray
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Mumbai: Marathi ac-
tor Ketaki Chitale,
who was arrested last
month for allegedly
sharing an objection-
able post on social
media about Nation-
alist Congress Party
(NCP) Chief Sharad
Pawar, has ap-
proached the Bombay
High Court (HC) seek-
ing that the FIR
lodged against her by
Thane police to
quashed and she be
released from jail.
The actor in her peti-
tion filed on Monday
claimed she was being
targeted with an objec-
tive to create a fear in
the minds of people,
and dubbed the FIR
lodged against her as an
“abuse of the process of
law”.
She urged the HC to
quash the FIR, declare
her arrest illegal and a
violation of her funda-
mental rights, and im-
mediately release her
from jail. The plea is
likely to be heard on
June 10.
Chitale (29) was ar-
rested by the Thane po-
lice on May 14 over the
post she allegedly
shared on her Facebook
page, which was in
verse form and purport-
edly written by some-
one else. It contained
phrases like hell is wait-
ing and you hate Brah-
mins, allegedly refer-
ring to Pawar, whose
party shares power in
Maharashtra with the
Shiv Sena  Congress.
Chitale moves HC against objectionable post FIR
OUT FOR JUSTICE
lll
The actor, who is
currently in
judicial custody,
in her petition
filed on Monday
claimed she was
being targeted
with the aim to
create fear in the
minds of people Marathi actress Ketki Chitale (foreground L) being produced before
a court in Thane on May 18. —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Ahead of
the June 10 Rajya
Sabha (RS) elections,
the ruling Shiv Sena
in Maharashtra has
decided to shift its
MLAs from a resort
in suburban Malad to
a five-star hotel in
south Mumbai as
part of a strategy to
ward off poaching, a
senior party leader
said on Tuesday.
All legislators of the
Sena have been sum-
moned to Mumbai and
they will stay together
till the polls on June 10,
he said.
The Sena decided to
corral its MLAs after
accusing the opposition
BJP of horse-trading
and using Central agen-
cies to pressure inde-
pendent MLAs.
We were in 'The Re-
treat' (at Madh island in
northwest Mumbai)
and all our ministers
too were present there.
That was part of our
strategy. We will be
moving to hotel 'The
Trident' (in south Mum-
bai) today, Sena MLA
and party spokesper-
son Sunil Prabhu said.
The Trident is at a
stone's throw from the
Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Assembly where
voting will take place
for the six RS seats.
The Sena has 55
MLAs (one MLA died
due to a heart attack
last month) in the
288-member House.
Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena president Ud-
dhav Thackeray on
Monday met the MLAs
of his party as well as
others supporting it.
After more than two
decades, the state will
witness a contest in
the RS polls as there
are seven candidates
in the fray for six seats.
The Sena has fielded
two candidates -- San-
jay Raut and Sanjay
Pawar -- while the BJP
has nominated Union
minister Piyush Goy-
al, Anil Bonde and
Dhananjay Mahadik.
The NCP (Praful Patel)
and Congress (Imran
Pratapgarhi) have
fielded one candidate
each.
The contest lies for
the sixth seat between
Pawar and Mahadik.
Given its strength, the
BJP has enough votes to
win two seats, while the
Sena, NCP and Con-
gress can win one seat
each.
The Sena, NCP and
Congress have enough
votes to ensure the vic-
tory for the second Sena
candidate.
Mumbai (PTI): The
Enforcement Direc-
torate on Tuesday
opposed the pleas
of former Maha-
rashtra Home Min-
ister Anil Desh-
mukh and minister
Nawab Malik seek-
ing one-day bail to
vote in the June 10
Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. It stated that
prisoners do not
have voting rights
under the Repre-
sentation of the
People (RP) Act.
Deshmukh and
Malik, both National-
ist Congress Party
(NCP) leaders, who
are currently lodged
in jail in connection
with different money
laundering cases,
had sought tempo-
rary bail from a spe-
cial court last week to
vote in the RS polls.
In its reply, the ED
told the special court
that Deshmukh is the
main accused in a
money laundering
case registered
against him. And
also, that he is cur-
rently in judicial cus-
tody after being ar-
rested in November
last year.
“Further, it is per-
tinent to mention
that prisoners do not
have voting rights un-
der the Representa-
tion of People (RP)
Act,” said the probe
agency, adding that,
hence, the said appli-
cation is liable to be
rejected at the very
threshold.
The ED opposed
Malik’s plea on simi-
lar grounds.
In his bail applica-
tion, Deshmukh said,
“Being a standing
MLA, the applicant
(Deshmukh) is a
member of the Elec-
toral College for the
election of members
to the Rajya Sabha.
The applicant is de-
sirous to exercise his
franchise and cast his
vote.”
The matter will be
heard further by the
court on Wednesday
.
ED opposes ex-Home
Min Deshmukh,Malik
pleas for one-day bail
Shiv Sena shifts MLAs to
hotel to avoid poaching
Shiv Sena legislators arriving at a 5-star hotel in Mumbai. —FILE PHOTO
All legislators of
the Sena have
been summoned
to Mumbai and
they will stay
together till the
RS polls on
June 10
Invoking the
Representation
of the People
Act, it said that
prisoners did
not have
voting rights
Samajwadi Party questions
MVA’s secular credentials
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Despite
smaller parties and
independents hav-
ing a role in decid-
ing the results of
Rajya Sabha polls,
Samajwadi Party’s
Mumbai unit chief
Abu Asim Azmi on
Tuesday expressed
his displeasure with
the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government
three days prior to
the election.
“In the past two-
and-a-half years, the
Minority Commission
has not been set up,
the Maulana Azad Fi-
nance Corporation,
the Haj committee
have not been estab-
lished. The Urdu
Academy is not func-
tional. The MVA also
promised to give 5%
reservation to Mus-
lims, but the file was
closed,” said a visibly
upset Azmi.
Calling out the state
government for not re-
sponding to attempts
at dialogue by the par-
ty, Azmi said, “We
tried to talk to them,
but the honorable
chief minister has no
time for this. I have
now written to Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray raising
these issues, and I am
waiting for his reply.”
“Are you secular or
are you proud of stri-
dent Hindutva?” he
further asked, ques-
tioning what hap-
pened to the Common
Minimum Programme
agreed upon by the
Shiv Sena, Congress,
NCP and other small-
er constituents.
The timing of Az-
mi’s comments has
raised eyebrows in po-
litical circles. Last
month, the Shiv Sena
and the BJP were en-
gaged in a war of
words claiming that
they were proud of
the Babri Masjid dem-
olition in Ayodhya.
The Sena had claimed
that ‘Shiv sainiks’
played a role in the
demolition.
Incidentally, the Sa-
majwadi Party has
two crucial votes in
MLAs Azmi and Rais
Shaikh. Shiv Sena
tried to placate and
persuade them to sup-
port the MVA. Thack-
eray’s close aide and
Transport Minister
Anil Parab even met
Shaikh. “They should
clarify if this govern-
ment is formed on
secular credentials or
Shiv Sena’s Hindutva
is bigger than the
BJP,” said Shaikh.
Though Shiv Sena
kept mum on the is-
sue, NCP leader Jay-
ant Patil, who had a
meeting with party
chief Sharad Pawar
on the day, said the
MVA was confident
that their fourth can-
didate will be elected.
“We are talking to
independents and
smaller parties. Some
constituents of the
coalition are unhappy
due to different rea-
sons, but the Sama-
jwadi Party has fought
against the BJP in Ut-
tar Pradesh, and that
remains its core value.
So, we are confident
that they will support
the MVA govern-
ment,” Patil said.
RAJYA SABHA POLLS
Mumbai unit
chief Abu
Asim Azmi
calls out CM
Thackeray for
not responding
to requests for
dialogue
In the past two-and-
a-half years, the Mi-
nority Commission
has not been set up,
the Maulana Azad Fi-
nance Corporation,
the Haj committee
have not been estab-
lished. We tried to
talk to them, but the
honorable chief min-
ister had no time for
this. I have now writ-
ten to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray
raising these issues,
and I am waiting for
his reply.
-Abu Asim Azmi,
Mumbai chief, Samajwadi Party.
QUESTIONABLE JUDGEMENT?
‘MVA leaders should contact
us if they want support for RS’
Salman Khan denies
receiving threats
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Actor Sal-
man Khan denied
threats from any per-
son, threat calls or
disputes with anyone
in the recent past, in
a statement given to
the police on Tuesday
.
Earlier on Monday,
the Bandra Police reg-
istered a case against
an unidentified person
on Monday after a
threat letter was issued
to actor Salman Khan
and his father Salim
Khan.
Mumbai police have
recorded actor Salman
Khan’s statement and
his father Salim Khan’s
statements in the case.
More than 200 CCTV
footage have been
seized by the Mumbai
Police so far.
A total of 10 teams,
including the Crime
Branch and the local
police, are involved in
the investigation of the
Salman case.
Delhi police had
questioned gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi in
connection with the
threat letter sent to the
filmstar and his father.
The gangster is lodged
in Delhi’s Tihar Jail.
The letter in ques-
tion said that both
Khan and his father
would meet the same
fate as slain singer Sid-
hu Moose Wala, who
was killed by gunmen
last month.
First India Bureau
Aurangabad: All In-
dia Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM)
President Asaduddin
Owaisi on Tuesday
claimed no one from
the ruling Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA)
government in Maha-
rashtra had contact-
ed them for support
in the upcoming elec-
tions to six Rajya
Sabha seats from the
state.
“If they want our
support, they should
contact us,” Owaisi told
reporters in Nanded.
The AIMIM party
has two members in the
288-member Maharash-
tra Assembly, which
forms the Electoral Col-
lege for the Rajya Sab-
ha polls, scheduled for
June 10.
After more than two
decades, the state will
witness a contest in the
Rajya Sabha polls, as
there are seven candi-
dates in the fray for six
seats.
The Shiv Sena has
fielded two candidates,
its MVA allies National-
ist Congress party
(NCP) and Congress
have nominated one
candidate each, while
the opposition Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
has put up three candi-
dates.
The AIMIM held a
meeting in Nanded on
Monday, but the party
did not come up with
any decision on sup-
port to the MVA or the
BJP.
On Tuesday, Owaisi
said, “No one from the
MVA has contacted us
or our MLAs in Maha-
rashtra. If they want
our support, they
should contact us”
“If they do not want
our support, it is ok. We
are talking to our
MLAs. We will make a
decision in a day or
two,” he added.
Meanwhile, Shiv
Sena MLC Ambadas
Danve said MVA lead-
ers will take a decision
on Owaisi’s proposal.
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi.  —FILE PHOTO
No one from the
MVA has contact-
ed us or our MLAs in
Maharashtra. If they
want our support, they
should contact us. If
they do not want our
support, it is ok. We are
talking to our MLAs.
We will make a deci-
sion in a day or two.
-Asaddudin Owaisi,
AIMIM chief
Police lodged a
case against an
unidentified
person on
Monday after a
threat letter was
issued to Khan
 his father
Abu Asim Azmi
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MARATHI NEWSREADER
PRADEEP BHIDE DIES AT 68
LEOPARD KILLS PET DOG IN NASHIK; FOREST
DEPT ASKS VILLAGERS TO REMAIN ALERT
MAN COMMITS SUICIDE AFTER FAILING
TO CLEAR UPSC EXAMINATION THRICE
OVER 60 PEOPLE FALL SICK AFTER EATING
AT WEDDING IN YAVATMAL DISTRICT
ACB NABS JOINT REGISTRAR RED-HANDED
FOR TAKING `30K BRIBE IN RAIGAD
MAN SHOOTS ESTRANGED WIFE TO
DEATH; INJURES HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW
Yavatmal: More than 60 people fell sick after
consuming food at a wedding in Shembalpimpri
village under Pusad taluka of Yavatmal district.
After having food at the wedding event on Mon-
day, many guests started vomiting, district medi-
cal officer Prahlad Chavhan said. Nearly 40-45
guests were treated in a hospital at Kalmanuri in
Hingoli district, while 20-25 people were provided
medical assistance at a health centre in Pusad.
Mumbai: The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) has
caught Raigad joint registrar and stamp collector
Shailendra Arjun Satam red-handed while alleg-
edly accepting a bribe of `30,000, an official said
on Tuesday. ACB officials had laid a trap, based
on a complaint stating that Satam had demanded
`5.30 lakh bribe from the complainant to issue
final demand notice of one file of agreement for
job work contract and two files of adjudication.
Pune: A 45-year-old man allegedly shot dead his
estranged wife and injured his mother-in-law around
noon near a court in Shirur area of Pune on Tuesday.
Dhawale allegedly opened fire at his estranged wife
Manjura and his mother-in-law Tulsabai Zambare,
said Abhinav Deshmukh, superintendent of police
Pune (rural). Manjura succumbed to her injuries,
while Tulsabai is undergoing treatment at a hospital.
Mumbai: Noted Marathi newsreader Pradeep
Bhide died of a prolonged illness at his residence
here on Tuesday, a former colleague of his said.
Bhide (68), who worked for Doordarshan (Marathi),
gained popularity in the late 1980s and 90s when
television sets had entered middle-class households
and the state-run news channel was the only audio-
visual format available for viewers. He was also
involved in the Marathi theatre scene.
Nashik: A leopard entered the premises of a house
and killed a pet dog in Mungsare village in Nashik
district, an official from the forest department said on
Tuesday. The incident that took place around 12.30
am on Monday was captured by the CCTV cameras
installed outside the house. Footage showed the dog
sitting at the entrance, before the leopard caught it
and fled. The forest department has asked villagers to
remain alert while traps are laid to catch the predator.
Nagpur: Blesson Puddu Chako, a 28-year-old civil-
service aspirant, allegedly committed suicide here
in Maharashtra after failing thrice to clear the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) examination,
police said on Tuesday. The Nagpur resident hanged
himself from a ceiling fan using a bed sheet when he
was alone at home on Sunday.
READ
crucial
crucial
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bom-
bay High Court on
Tuesday closed all
arguments and re-
served its order on a
plea filed by the Tata
Motors challenging
its disqualification
from the tender
process for 1,400 elec-
tric buses for the Bri-
hanmumbai Electric
Supply and Trans-
port (BEST) Under-
taking.
Tata Motors partici-
pated in the tender pro-
cess, but its bid was
disqualified by the
BEST following a tech-
nical suitability evalu-
ation, the parties had
earlier told the high
court.
The auto major had
approached the high
court last month, chal-
lenging the BEST’s de-
cision to disqualify it
from the tender process
for operating 1,400 elec-
tric buses for the city
.
Tata Motors argued
that its technical bid
was “arbitrarily” re-
jected to favour the
company that won the
tender process.
But, the BEST denied
the allegations and
maintained before the
high court that it had
followed due process in
awarding the tender.
As per the plea filed
by the automobile com-
pany, the BEST had
published an e-tender
notice on February 26
this year. It was for a
two-bid e-tender for the
operation of stage car-
riage services for 1,400
single-decker AC elec-
tric buses for Mumbai
and its suburbs.
Tata Motors had sub-
mitted its technical and
financial bid on April
25, the plea said.
However, on May 06,
the BEST published a
technical suitability
evaluation of the ten-
der and wrongly de-
clared Tata Motors’ bid
as technically non-re-
sponsive , alleging that
the deviation men-
tioned in respect of op-
erating range was not
acceptable.
The BEST Undertak-
ing provides bus trans-
port services in Mum-
bai and in neighbour-
ing Navi Mumbai,
Thane and Mira Bhay-
andar areas.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: At the con-
struction site of SBUT
cluster project in the
Bhendi Bazaar area
two labourers were
killed in separate ac-
cidents, police said on
Tuesday.
Both accidents oc-
curred on Monday af-
ternoon, and cases of
accidental death have
been registered in both
the incidents, an offi-
cial said.
The Saifee Burhani
Upliftment Trust
(SBUT) is carrying out
the metropolis' largest
cluster redevelopment
project spread over 16.5
acres in Bhendi Bazaar.
The first accident
took place near Raudat
Tahira Dargah in Bohri
Mohalla around 2 pm,
in which two labourers
fell with a lift, after its
cable snapped, he said.
One of the labourers,
Sayyad Ali Mohammed
Abdul died (22), died
during the treatment at
the state-run JJ Hospi-
tal, while Karimul alias
Vipul Khan is undergo-
ing treatment, the offi-
cial said.
In the second acci-
dent that took place at
the same spot around
4.45 pm, 15 kg of metal
being lifted by a crane
fell on a 25-year-old la-
bourer, he said.
The injured labourer,
Kismat Riyazul Shaikh,
was rushed to a private
hospital, where he
died during treatment,
he said.
Accidental death
reports have been
registered at JJ Marg
police station as of now,
and if anyone is found
responsible for the ac-
cidents after investiga-
tion, FIRs will be regis-
tered against the con-
cerned persons, the of-
ficial added.
Pune (PTI): The re-
sults of Higher Sec-
ondary Certificate
(HSC) Class XII exam-
inations will be an-
nounced on Wednes-
day
, officials of Maha-
rashtra State Board
for Secondary and
Higher Secondary Ed-
ucation said here.
The results will be
announced online on
the official websites
www.maharesult.nic.in,
www.hscresult.mkcl.org
and www.hscresult.
mkcl.org as well as hsc.
maharesults.org at 1
pm, they said.
HSC Class XII exams
were held in March-
April this year.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: At least 50
traffic police chowk-
ies in Mumbai will
initiate strict action
against two-wheeler
riders and those rid-
ing pillion without
helmets starting
Thursday, an official
said on Tuesday.
The Mumbai traffic
police had recently is-
sued a notification mak-
ing helmets mandatory
for pillion riders as well
and warned of action
against those who vio-
late the rule.
“From Thursday on-
wards, two-wheeler rid-
ers and those riding pil-
lion will face action if
they are without hel-
mets. We will suspend
their licence for three
months and fine them
`500. All the 50 traffic
chowkies have been
asked to take strict ac-
tion against violators,”
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) Rak-
tilak Roshan said.
The traffic police will
also issue challans and
ask people to follow the
law, he said.
Mumbai Police Com-
missioner Sanjay Pan-
dey on Monday urged
Mumbaikars to follow
the rule regarding
helmets and warned
of strict action against
violators.
Last Friday
, as part of
a special 12-hour drive
by Mumbai police, over
40,000 motorists were
penalised for traffic vio-
lations. Of the 40,320
cases that were regis-
tered, the highest, 10,338
cases, were for riding
two-wheelers or riding
pillion without helmets.
High Court reserves order
onBESTe-bustenderprocess
Tata Motors
had filed a plea
challenging
disqualification
from bidding
for the project
50 traffic police
chowkies in
Mumbai have
been ordered to
come down
heavily against
2-wheeler riders
The labourers
were killed in
two separate
accidents at
SBUT cluster
project in Bhendi
Bazaar area
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Citizens will
now be able to place
orders for farm fresh
vegetables at their
nearest ration or pub-
lic distribution sys-
tem (PDS) shops in
Mumbai and neigh-
bouring Thane city
.
“The pilot initiative
of the state food and
civic supplies depart-
ment is limited to Mum-
bai and Thane cities for
now,” said Vijay Wagh-
mare, the secretary of
the department on
Tuesday
.
Earlier, the state gov-
ernment had started an
initiative in which sta-
tionary products could
be sold at PDS shops
in rural areas. This
was done because items
sold in these regions
were either of bad
quality or expensive,
said the official.
The scheme was suc-
cessfully tested in Pune
and later implemented
in the rest of the state,
said Waghmare, adding
that once the initiative
gained traction, its am-
bit was further extend-
ed to groceries as well.
As both these
schemes received a good
response, farmers’ pro-
duce organizations
from Pune and Nashik
approached the depart-
ment seeking that even
their produce be sold
through PDS shops,
added Waghmare.
These organizations
already had a good pres-
ence in the urban areas
through their applica-
tions and supply chains,
he said.
People can place their
orders at PDS shops,
which will serve as a
link between the pro-
duce organizations and
consumers. Customers
will be notified when
their order arrives.
Now,orderveggiesatMumPDSshops
GET FARM FRESH
lll
The pilot
initiative of the
state food and
civic supplies
dept is limited
to Mumbai and
Thane cities
for now. It will
benefit farmers,
shopkeepers
and consumers
who can get
fresh produce
Customers will be notified when their order arrives. —FILE PHOTO
Class XII HSC
results on
Wednesday
As per the plea filed by the automobile company, the
BEST had published an e-tender notice on February 26
this year. It was for a two-bid e-tender for the operation
of stage carriage services for 1,400 single-decker AC
electric buses for Mumbai and its suburbs. Tata Motors
had submitted its technical and financial bid on April 25,
the plea said.
TENDER  BID
In significant jump,
Maha sees 1,881
new cases, no deaths
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maha-
rashtra on Tuesday
recorded 1,881 new
cases of COVID-19,
a significant jump
from Monday
, when
it registered 1,036
infections in a 24-
hour span, the
state health de-
partment said.
Mumbai alone re-
ported 1,242 new cas-
es, up from 676 on
Monday
.
The state, however,
did not record any
pandemic-related
death.
One case of BA 5
variant was also de-
tected in a 31-year-old
woman from Pune
during the day
, the of-
ficial release said.
“According to the
latest report of whole
genomic sequencing
from B J Medical Col-
lege, Pune, a 31-year-
old woman from
Pune was found posi-
tive for BA 5 variant.
The woman was
asymptomatic and
recovered in home
isolation,” the re-
lease stated.
On February 19,
Maharashtra had re-
corded 1,635 new
cases. The numbers
had declined after-
wards.
On February 19,
Maharashtra had
recorded 1,635 new
cases. The numbers
had declined
afterwards.
Action against helmetless
pillion riders from Jun 09
We will
suspend
their li-
cence for three
months and fine
them `500.
—Raktilak Roshan,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Traffic)
The Mumbai traffic
police had recently
issued a notification
making helmets
mandatory for pillion
riders as well
Two labourers die at SBUT
construction site in Mumbai
The first accident took place near Raudat Tahira
Dargah in Bohri Mohalla around 2 pm, in which
two labourers fell with a lift, after its cable snapped.
In the second accident that took place at the same
spot around 4.45 pm, 15 kg of metal being lifted by
a crane fell on a 25-year-old labourer.
TRAGIC DAY
Bombay High Court —FILE PHOTO
 


	4. PERSPECTIVE
MUMBAI | WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 8, 2022
04
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
l Vol 1 l Issue No. 33
l RNI TITLE NO.
MAHENG/2022/14652 Printed
and published by
Anita Hada Sangwan on behalf of
First Express Publishers. Printed
at Dangat Media Pvt Ltd, No.22,
Dighe MIDC, Vishnu Nagar, 
TTC Industrial Area, Dighe, Navi
Mumbai-400701. Published
at Plot No. 3 Scheme C of
Manglorean Garden Home, CHS
Limited, Survey No. 5, 6C (Part)
Ville Parle East, Mumbai 400057.
Editor-In-Chief: Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
Editor: Anita Hada Sangwan
responsible for selection of news
under the PRB Act
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
All conditioned things are
impermanent—when one
sees this with wisdom, one
turns away from suffering.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
Jagat Prakash Nadda
@JPNadda
Under the leadership of Hon. PM Shri
@narendramodi, our country has been
able to improve the ease of living for our
people. Our idea of governance, has paid
great dividends as we go on changing
the lives of all our citizens for the better.
Anurag Thakur
@ianuragthakur
Got an opportunity to be present in
the State Working Committee meeting
with the Godlike office bearers of @
BJP4Himachal and share my views. The
organized and huge family of BJP is full
of energy, eager to bloom the lotus again
in the upcoming assembly elections.
TOP TWEETS
BORIS JOHNSON
SURVIVES FOR
NOW, BUT FOR
HOW LONG
ritish Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson
survived a no-confi-
dence vote against
his government but
the top Brexit votary found his
support within the Conservative
Party dwindling. In the vote
which Johnson won 211-148 only
59 percent of his MPs voted in
his favour. Prime Minister John-
son had swept the 2019 election
riding on the Brexit wave but
alcohol parties which he and his
staff hosted at the prime minis-
ter’s Downing Street residence
during the pandemic dented his
image. Scotland Yard found him
guilty of hosting his birthday
party in breach of Covid rules.
He admitted to having paid a
fine for the breach for which he
publicly apologised.
After winning the no-confi-
dence vote Boris Johnson called
it “Conclusive. Decisive result.”
Going by the discontent among
Tories it is anything but that. He
may not survive in office for
long. Conservative lawmakers
fear that the 57-year-old prime
minister’s authority has been
eroded and cite rising prices and
looming recession as his inabil-
ity to govern.
B
ith more Muslim
countries, 15 of
them, expressing
their anger over
the BJP “fringe”
elements’ remarks on Proph-
et Muhammad, the ruling
party at the Centre finds it-
self in a spot. The govern-
ment may diplomatically
manage the huge backlash,
the first of its kind against
the BJP, the challenge from
within will be harder to han-
dle. The fringe elements, who
have had an unbridled run so
far, are not happy with the
suspension of spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and the expul-
sionof NaveenKumarJindal.
On the face of it the action
is not too harsh as suspen-
sions and expulsions can al-
ways be revoked but the trolls
find even a soft action against
a karykarta inexplicable.
They view it as a Hindu gov-
ernment succumbing to pres-
sure from Islamic countries.
And that hurts the Hindu
pride, stories of which have
been instilled in the minds of
trolls since 2014. As #Shame-
OnBJP# began trending on
Twitter, the BJP must have
realised the dangers of creat-
ing a Frankenstein monster.
Action against a “young
Hindu leader” was the least
expected and the BJP must
be worried about how to
douse the anger at home
without causing uproar
abroad. Interestingly, one
Twitter handle went to the
extent of imagining Yogi
Adityanath as Prime Minis-
ter at this juncture. “Dear
Hindus, just imagine Yogi Ji
as Prime Minister of India.”
Sadly, the BJP leadership
did not give its troll army
any lessons in international
relations and why the Gulf
Cooperation Council’s pro-
tests cannot be ignored. The
trolls must bear in mind that
India has not apologized for
BJP spokespersons’ utter-
ances so far.
TROLL ARMY STANDS
BY NUPUR SHARMA
Action against a “young Hindu leader” was the least
expected and the BJP must be worried about how to douse the
anger at home without causing uproar abroad. Interestingly, one
Twitter handle went to the extent of imagining Yogi Adityanath as
Prime Minister at this juncture. “Dear Hindus, just imagine
Yogi Ji as Prime Minister of India”
W
Performers will be in a ‘trance’,
we need to understand their pain
hisweek,Ishiftfromtheusual
politicaldiscussionandanaly-
sis and would like to concen-
trateonthelittlethingswhich
we usually don’t do on time
and think all will be fine… but
it doesn’t happen that way!
Every incident should
serve as an eye opener and
we should actually learn
from the lapses and see that
we NEVER repeat our act to
botch up things.
Almost seven days after
the untimely demise of KK in
Kolkata, the air is still heavy
and everyone feels that there
was so much that could be
done to try and save him.
Performers will be per-
formers… they remain in a
trance and their ultimate aim
is to give their best shot and
there are several instances
when they (performers) be
singers or players have not
cared about their health but
have gone that extra mile to
give their best!
Even on that fateful night
when the disturbing videos
which have gone viral have
shown that KK was profusely
sweating and had even asked
the organisers to switch off
some lights as he was “actu-
ally feeling the heat”, but like
a true performer, he never
called it quits.
It is actually the people as-
sociated with these true pro-
fessionals who should treat
them delicately and try to be
more understanding as these
stars remain in a trance
while they perform.
SAMPLE THIS…
In May 2002, when India took
on West Indies in the fourth
Test of a series… on the third
day of the Test, Anil Kumble
while batting was struck
hard under his left jaw, rat-
tling him and Team India.
However, after being attend-
ed to by team physio Andrew
Leipus, Kumble spat blood
but strapped his helmet back
and took guard again!
Mervyn Dillon sent in a
few more short ones and
Kumble who was already
writhing in pain fended one
to Chanderpaul.
Kumble was rushed to the
hospital but the first X-ray
revealed nothing. The next
morning when he told Leipus
that the pain was too much.
Another X-ray revealed that
the jaw had a crack and was
moving on its own!
Kumble didn’t want to get
the surgery done in the West
Indies and was set to leave for
India in the evening.
With Kumble gone and In-
dia hamstrung in the bowling
department, captain Sourav
Ganguly decided to bat on.
Finally, when West Indies
were put in to bat, there was
still some juice in the pitch.
With Kumble sidelined,
Sachin Tendulkar was forced
to wage the battle.
That’s when Kumble
shocked the entire cricketing
world!
Kumble got physio Andrew
Leipus to bandage his face
and turned up to do his duty
for India! Kumble bowled in
excruciating pain.
But then Kumble being
Kumble… he flummoxed
Lara in his fourth over when
hetrappedtheLegendplumb.
By then, Kumble’s face was
swelling. Later when asked
why he decided to come back,
he said: “I didn’t want to sit
around.”
The all-time great Viv
Richards had said, “It was
one of the bravest things I’ve
seen on the field of play
.”
We must not just appreci-
ate, laud, hail and salute such
deeds but also understand
that after all they are humans
and need care too.
That crucial hour on that
fateful day after the show was
wasted, many felt. All of us
got to see how fatigued KK
looked when he was being
rushed out after the show.
Doctors and medical ex-
perts have come down heavily
on the fact that while he could
have been wheeled out of the
auditorium,whywashemade
to walk briskly after such a
hectic show. And surprising-
ly, despite having quite a few
hospitals in the vicinity
, why
didn’t his support team and
the organisers insist on giv-
ing him medical care.
We need to give performers
that conducive atmosphere,
the medical attention and full
care waiting in tow and an
understanding support staff.
Spectators and audience
sometimes fail to realise that
the performers can falter and
they need to be given that
space and here the organisers
should play a huge role in fa-
cilitating the performer… the
organisers must realise that
by simply booking a show
they can’t force or ask a per-
son to perform in conditions
with three times more the
crowd and from time to time
they also need to check if the
performer is comfortable.
Today, KK is not with us,
but have we learnt anything
from this… are we better or-
ganisers or better specta-
tors… or are we still that sav-
age lot asking for more!
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
T
In May 2002, when India
took on West Indies in the
fourth Test of a series… on
the third day of the Test,
Anil Kumble while batting
was struck hard under his
left jaw, rattling him and
Team India. However, after
being attended to by team
physio Andrew Leipus,
Kumble spat blood but
strapped his helmet back
and took guard again!
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Associate Editor,
Free Press Journal, Mumbai and former
Managing Editor, First India
FOLLOWING THE
TRAGIC END OF KK…
l The Kolkata police have now laid
out structures for fest organisers
l Ambulance and doctor should be
arranged for indoor events
l Police should be informed
about the number of artists and
instrumentalists on the stage
l Have to spot the number of passes
or tickets and inform the police
l Private security guards should be
provided inside and outside the
indoor stadium
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Marriage
procession turns
into road mishap, 8
killed, one injured
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: In a tragic in-
cident a marriage pro-
cession turned into a
road mishap near a
mega highway under
Gudamalani police sta-
tion area in Rajasthan’s
Barmer. A total of 8
people were killed in-
cluding 6 at the spot,
police said. Incident
happened after the head
on collision of a SUV
,
that was part of a mar-
riage procession, and a
trailor. Mishap took
place on Monday mid-
night near Aalpura vil-
lage in Gudamalani
block of Barmer. All the
deceased belong to the
same family
, police said.
Ready to give my blood
for ‘united Bengal’: Didi
Mamata lashed out at BJP ‘for trying to fan separatism’ in the State
Alipurduar (Agen-
cies): Amid demands
for a separate state
carved out of Bengal
by some BJP leaders,
Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee on Tuesday
asserted that she is
ready to shed her own
blood, if need be, to
thwart such attempts
to divide the state.
Lashing out at the
BJP “for trying to fan
separatism” in the
state, ahead of the
general elections in
2024, the Trinamool
chief maintained that
all communities in
north Bengal had been
living in harmony for
decades.
“With elections ap-
proaching, the BJP is
fanning the demands
of separate statehood...
sometimes seeking
Gorkhaland, and at
other times a separate
state of North Bengal.
I am ready to give my
blood but will never al-
low division of the
state,” Banerjee said,
addressing a party
meeting in Alipurduar.
The Trinamool later
tweeted, “BENGAL
STANDS UNITED. I
will give my blood, but
I will not let @BJP4In-
dia divide #Bengal ac-
cording to their whims
 fancies! You can
threaten me, put a gun
on my chest and still I
will continue fighting
for a united Bengal -
our Hon’ble Chairper-
son @MamataOfficial
in Alipurduar.”
Urging people to stay
united, Banerjee listed
various developmental
projects for the area.
Mamata Banerjee addresses a public meeting, at Parade
Ground in Alipurduar district on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Vlogger held in
Goa for hurling
abuses at WB
CM, her nephew
Kolkata: A team
of the Kolkata
Police on Tuesday
afternoon arrested
vlogger Roddur
Roy from Goa on
charges of abus-
ing Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her
nephew, TMC MP
Abhishek Banerjee,
during a Facebook
Live session, a
senior officer of
the force said. “He
was arrested this
afternoon by our
officers in Goa. He
will be brought to
Kolkata on transit
remand. Our of-
ficers will produce
him at a local
court there for
the remand,” the
police officer said.
BJP leader arrested for
comments on Prophet
Two LeT terrorists, including one
from Pak, neutralised in encounter
Srinagar (ANI): Two
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorists have been
neutralized by security
forcesduringanencoun-
ter at the Chaktaras
Kandi area of Jammu
andKashmir’sKupwara
on Tuesday, of which
one was from Pakistan,
informedInspectorGen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Kashmir Vijay Kumar.
The Pakistani terror-
istgoesbythecodename
Tufail, whereas the sec-
ond terrorist killed has
been identified as Ish-
tiaq Lone from Tral.
“Two terrorists of
LeT killed - one of
them was a Pakistani
terrorist, who had a
code name ‘Tufail’. The
other was Ishtiaq Lone
from Tral who had
joined recently,” Ku-
mar said.
Kanpur (Agencies): A
BJP leader was arrested
on Tuesday for deroga-
tory comments on
Prophet Muhammad,
four days after the vio-
lence that erupted in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Kanpur.
Harshit Srivastava, an
office bearer of the BJP
Youth Wing, was trying
to spoil the atmosphere
through his objectiona-
ble posts, police said.
“We will act against
anyone who tries to play
with religious senti-
ments,” said Kanpur Po-
liceCommissionerVijay
Meena.
The tweets by the BJP
leader have been deleted
since.
Violence broke out in
parts of Kanpur after
Friday prayers as mem-
bers of two groups
clashedandthrewstones
at each other over a call
to shut down markets in
protestagainstBJPlead-
er Nupur Sharma.
Chandigarh: The Punjab Cabinet
led by Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday approved
summoning of the budget ses-
sion of the 16th Vidhan Sabha
from June 24 with the laying of
the budget – the first of the AAP government – on
June 27. A decision in this regard was taken at a
Cabinet meeting chaired by Mann here.
Kolkata: The assets owned by Sukanya Mon-
dal, the daughter of Trinamool Congress leader
Anubrata Mondal, has now come under the
scanner of the CBI and ED, who are conducting
parallel probes in the cattle and coal smuggling
cases in West Bengal. CBI sources said that re-
cently their officers sought the details of books
of accounts, income tax returns, property and
assets details held by Anubrata Mondal and his
family members.
AAM AADMI GOVT IN PUNJAB TO
PRESENT ITS FIRST BUDGET ON JUNE 27
ASSETS OF TMC’S ANUBRATA MONDAL’S
DAUGHTER NOW UNDER CBI,ED SCANNER
CRUCIAL READS
Hijab: 23 girls suspended in K’taka
Mangaluru (Agen-
cies): The Uppinangady
GovernmentFirstGrade
College management
has suspended 23 girl
students who staged a
protest demanding per-
mission to wear Hijab
inside classrooms last
week.
The Puttur BJP MLA
and the College Develop-
ment Committee (CDC)
chairman Sanjeeva Ma-
tandoor told PTI on
Tuesday
, “The students
staged a demonstration
so they were suspended
on Monday
.”
According to sources,
last week the girls came
to the college in Puttur
Taluk of Dakshina Kan-
nada district wearing
Hijab and protested de-
manding permission to
wear the headscarf. The
CDCmetonMondayand
decidedtosuspendthem.
The panel had earlier
suspended seven girl
students for coming to
the college with Hijab.
The girls have been
insisting on wearing
Hijab despite the High
Court ruling in March
this year on the issue
that a headscarf is not
an essential religious
practice in Islam and
everyone should abide
by the rules.
Gold smuggling case: Accused
names Kerala CM, his wife
Kochi (Agencies):
Kerala gold smuggling
case accused Swapna
Suresh, who had prom-
ised to make more rev-
elations about the
case, on Tuesday
directly named
Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijay-
an, his wife,
daughter, two top
aides to Vijayan and
one Cabinet minister in
connection with the
case.
She said she has giv-
en a statement under
Section 164 of the CrPC
naming the Chief Min-
ister, his wife Kamala
Vijayan, daughter
Veena Vijayan, former
State Chief Secretary
Nalini Netto, Addition-
al Private Secre-
tary to Kerala
Chief Minister
CM Raveendran
and former Kera-
la Education Min-
ister and current
legislator KT Jaleel.
After giving her
statement before a lo-
cal magistrate in Kochi
on Monday, Swapna
had said she will speak
to the media on
Tuesday.
Two AK-56 rifles were recovered from the killed terrorists.
TERROR LINKS
AAP MP Sanjay Singh announces
‘Tiranga Shakhas’ in Uttar Pradesh
First India Bureau
Lucknow: ‘Tiranga
shakhas’ will be
launched in UP from
July 1, announced AAP
leader Sanjay Singh
here on Tuesday. He
said that on the first day
of the shakha, there
will be a meaningful dis-
cussion on the life of
Babasaheb Dr Bhim
Rao Ambedkar, a film
based on his life will be
shown, and the Pream-
ble of the Constitution
will be read. The Aam
AadmiPartyMPbriefed
journalists on Tuesday
in the context of the
launch of the shakha at
the party office in Gom-
ti Nagar, here. Singh
said within six months,
10,000 branches would
be opened within the
state. Ashutosh Sengar,
Janak Prasad, Brijlal
Lodhi, Sandeep Kumar
and Abhishek Sudhir
were announced as co-
ordinators for the tiran-
ga shakhas. This team
of 5 will expand the net-
work of shakhas in the
state, Singh said. Ad-
dressing the press,
Singh said the tricolor
is the identity and pride
of every Indian. At the
first tiranga shakha, he
said, everyone will bow
to the tricolor and it will
be placed in front of all
the members present in
that branch. After sa-
luting the tricolor, the
branch head will read
out the Preamble of the
Constitution to all the
members present.
Election bribery case: SC/ ST
Act against BJP Kerala chief
Kasaragod (Agen-
cies): After a year-long
investigation into the
Manjeshwar elec-
tion bribery case,
theCrimeBranch
has charged BJP
state president
K Surendran
and five party
leaders under the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities)
Act for allegedly forc-
ing a rival candidate
from withdrawing his
nomination papers.
According to investi-
gating officers,
Surendran and
others were
charged with
Section 3 (1) (l)
(B) which deals
with forcing or
intimidating a
member of a Sched-
uled Caste or Sched-
uled Tribe community
to withdraw his nomi-
nation papers.
Centre may give a
fresh lease to
Vempati: Sources
A section of insiders
believes that there
could be a surprise as
well. Sources indicate
that the Centre may
give a fresh lease to his
career on his last day
in office by extending
the tenure if not for a
full second term but
for a period of six
months or for a year. It
may be underlined that
prior to becoming the
youngest and the first
non-bureaucrat as
CEO of the public
broadcaster in June
2017 for a term of five
years Vempati was as-
sociated with the pub-
lic broadcaster group
as a part time member
of the board since
February 2016.
New Delhi (ANI): Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah on Tuesday said
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernmenthasbroughtthe
number of districts af-
fected by Left-wing ex-
tremism in the country
down by 70 per cent.
The Government also
lifted the AFSPA from
more than 66 per cent
areaintheNortheast,he
said after inaugurating
the National Tribal Re-
searchInstituteinDelhi.
TheUnionHomeMin-
ister said the northeast
and Left-wing extrem-
ism-affected areas of the
country are tribal-domi-
nated regions and secu-
rity is a precursor to de-
velopment there.
“Secured Northeast
and secured central In-
dia pave the way for the
development of trib-
als,” he said.
‘MODI GOVT BROUGHT NUMBER
OF LWE-HIT AREAS DOWN BY 70%’
Union Home Minister Amit Shah pays homage to Birsa Munda.
Shah inaugurated
National Tribal
Research Institute
in national capital
FROM PG 1...
New Delhi: Before the
Namibian cheetahs
land in India, about five
to six of these big cats
are likely to come from
South Africa in two
months, top Environ-
ment Ministry officials
said.
Cheetahs have been
extinct in India for at
least the last seven dec-
ades. Bringing cheetahs
from Africa had been on
the cards for many
years but it was only
last year that opera-
tions started for prepar-
ing the ground for it.
Cheetahs from
South Africa likely
to arrive in 2 mths
Crisis-Hit Sri Lanka seeks $55 mn
loan from India to buy fertilizers
Colombo (PTI): Sri
Lanka has sought a
USD 55 million loan
from India for the pro-
curement of urea
amidst its worst eco-
nomic crisis threaten-
ing a severe food short-
age, an official said on
Tuesday
.
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe had
recently warned of a
food crisis in the island
nation due to the ongo-
ing economic crisis.
The Cabinet has ap-
proved a proposal by
the Prime Minister to
sign an agreement with
India to purchase urea
for agriculture, an offi-
cial said.
The government said
that the Indian govern-
ment has agreed to pro-
vide the USD 55 million
loan through the Ex-
port-Import Bank of
India.
The loan is being ob-
tained for the procure-
ment of urea for the
2022/23 ‘Maha’ harvest
season.
Prime Minister Wick-
remesinghe has said
that within five to six
months, the current ag-
riculture shortages
could be salvaged if
swift action was taken
to address the shortag-
es faced by the farmers.
z
z
z
z
z
z
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‘Comply with
quality norms
of FSSAI’
New Delhi (PTI): The
Tea Board, under the
commerce ministry,
has issued directions
to all producers
and sellers of the
commodity to strictly
comply with quality
norms of food safety
regulator FSSAI
before selling the
product, an official
said. The board has
cautioned that no tea
consignment that
has failed on FSSAI
test parameters
should be out from
the warehouse until
receipt of the views
of brokers and fur-
ther direction of Tea
Board in the matter,
the official said.
Colln efficiency
for NBFCs, HFCs
at 97-101%
Mumbai (PTI): The
collection efficien-
cy of non-banking
finance companies
and housing finance
companies was in
the healthy range of
97-101% in April,
according to a report.
The collections
had seen a modest
decline of about 3%
following the third
wave of infections in
January 2022, but
the recovery was
prompt, given the
lower severity of the
COVID variant and
limited restrictions
on movements
during this period,
Icra Rating said in a
report on Tuesday.
I-T portal
marred with
another glitch
New Delhi (PTI): The
Income Tax Depart-
ment’s new-look tax
return filing portal,
developed by Infosys,
again developed
snags on Tuesday - a
day that marked the
first anniversary of
its unveiling. The
portal, which was
billed to make it eas-
ier for taxpayers to
file returns and claim
refunds, had for sev-
eral weeks witnessed
technical glitches
after its launch on
June 7, 2021, and
the snags resurfacing
again prompted some
to wonder if it has
been hacked on the
anniversary.
Puma launches
mobile shopping
app in India
New Delhi (PTI):
German sports brand
Puma on Tuesday
said it has launched
mobile shopping app
in India to further
enhance digital
offerings for con-
sumers and provide
quicker access to
its products. “Given
that India is a very
digital-savvy market
where e-commerce
has high penetration,
we felt it natural to
launch the app here
first. It will then be
rolled out globally
during the year,”
Puma CEO said.
GOVT TO MONETISE ` 75K CR COAL ASSETS
New Delhi (PTI): The
government plans to
monetise assets worth
`75,220 crore in the coal
mining sector in the
current financial year.
The monetisation of
coal blocks is likely to
generate a revenue of
`52,200 crore, followed
by `20,320 crore from
projects on Mine Devel-
oper and Operator
(MDO) model, `2,000
crore from discontin-
ued mines and `700
crore from washeries,
the coal ministry said
in its monetisation
plan for the 2022-23.
The monetisation
figures are tentative.
The asset monetisa-
tion target of NITI Aay-
og for the coal ministry
for FY23 is `6,060 crore,
the ministry said.
Against the National
Institution for Trans-
forming India (NITI)
Aayog’s target of `3,394
crore for 2021-22, the
total monetisation of
the coal ministry was
`40,090 crore, it said.
Of the said `40,090
crore, `28,986 crore
came from coal blocks,
`9,592.64 crore from
MDO model and `1,512
crore from Coal Bed
Methane (CBM) pro-
jects.
“...39 coal blocks are
taken for monetisation
having total value of
`28,986 crore. Moneti-
sation value of 39
mines is based on cal-
culation done by NITI
Aayog,” the ministry
said.
According to the Na-
tional Monetisation
Pipeline, 160 coal min-
ing assets with an esti-
mated worth of `28,747
crore have been identi-
fied for monetisation
during FY22-25.
These include 17 pro-
jects on MDO model,
establishment of three
washeries, one coal
gasification plant, 35
identified first-mile
connectivity projects
for building coal silos/
mechanised loading,
operationalisation of
four discontinued/
abandoned projects
and commercial auc-
tion of mines, it had
said. The total indica-
tive value of assets con-
sidered for monetisa-
tion is estimated at
`28,747 crore over FY
2022-25, it had said.
About 761 mineral
blocks are expected to
be put on auction dur-
ing FY22-FY25, it had
said.
Monetisation of coal blocks is likely to generate a revenue of `52,200 cr, followed by `20,320 cr from MDO model
India may ramp up
coal output: Moody’s
New Delhi (PTI):
Large coal-import-
ing nations, includ-
ing India, will look to
ramp up the output
of domestic coal to
strengthen energy
security and lessen
dependence on the
import of fossil fu-
els, Moody’s Inves-
tors Service said on
Tuesday
.
The government
has recently mandat-
ed CIL to import coal
as an emergency
measure to avoid a
shortage of coal for
the country’s power
utilities and build up
buffer stock.
“Large coal-im-
porting countries
such as China and
India will also seek to
ramp up domestic
coal production to
enhance energy se-
curity and reduce re-
liance on coal im-
ports. Chinese coal
production surged 15
per cent in March
2022,” Moody’s Inves-
tors Service said.
Coal India Ltd tar-
gets to increase pro-
duction by around
12% in the current
year, the agency said.
The state-owned
firm accounts for
over 80% of India’s
coal output.
Moody’s Investors
Service further said
that metallurgical
and thermal coal
prices will remain
high, but below re-
cent peaks.
TENTATIVE FIG.
New Delhi (PTI): India
has been placed at the
bottom on a list of 180
countries judged for
their environmental
performances.
Denmark topped the
2022 Environmental
Performance Index
(EPI) published, fol-
lowed by the UK and
Finland, which earned
high scores for slashing
greenhouse gas emis-
sions in recent years.
The EPI provides a
data-driven summary
of the state of sustain-
ability
.
Using40performance
indicators across 11 is-
sue categories, the EPI
ranks 180 countries on
climate change perfor-
mance, environmental
health and ecosystem
vitality. These indica-
tors provide a gauge at
a national scale of how
close the countries are
to established environ-
mental policy targets.
“The lowest scores go
to India (18.9), Myan-
mar (19.4), Vietnam
(20.1), Bangladesh (23.1)
and Pakistan (24.6).
Most low-scoring coun-
tries are those that have
prioritised economic
growth over sustaina-
bility, or those that are
struggling with civil
unrest and other crises.
India ranks lowest in EPI
EPI ranks 180
countries on
climate change
performance,
environmental
health
Office space leasing
may rise 14% in 2022
New Delhi (PTI): The
demand for office space
may rise 14% this year
to 60 million square
feet across eight cities,
mainly driven by
strong rebound in In-
dian economy and ag-
gressive hiring plans in
IT/ITeS sector as well
as startups.
As per the data, the
gross leasing of office
space across eight ma-
jor cities increased to
52.57 million square feet
in 2021 from 49.42 mil-
lion square feet in the
preceding year. The
eight cities are Delhi-
NCR, Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Bengalu-
ru, Pune, Hyderabad
and Ahmedabad. “In-
dia’s journey towards a
sizable $5 trillion econ-
omy holds within itself
a plethora of opportuni-
ties for growth of com-
mercial office market,”
said Badal Yagnik, MD,
India, Cushman 
Wakefield.
Regulators should be well advanced
to deal with digitisation: Sitharaman
New Delhi (PTI): Em-
phasising the need for
fair and transparent
business practices, Un-
ion minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tues-
day said regulators
have to be well ad-
vanced and ahead of
the curve in under-
standing digitisation to
ensure that there is no
misuse of technologies.
Sitharaman, who is
helming the ministries
of finance and corpo-
rate affairs, said the
decade from 2020 and
upwards will be infused
with digital methods
and also stressed that
there should be firewall
mechanisms in the con-
text of digitisation.
Speaking at an event
to flag off Iconic Day
celebrations of the cor-
porate affairs ministry,
she noted that digitisa-
tion will have an impact
on markets and then
obviously, CCI, Nation-
al Financial Reporting
Authority and others
have to be ahead of the
curve to see where the
regulations are falling
in place, where the reg-
ulations need a soft
touch, where the regu-
lations will have to be
deterrent strong. Under-
lining that there should
be fair, accountable and
transparent practices,
the minister said that
everyonehastobeseized
of the fact that digitisa-
tion is going to pervade
all aspects of society
.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks at an event to
flag off Iconic Day celebrations of the corporate affairs ministry.
RETAIL INVESTORS
ACTING LIKE SHOCK
ABSORBERS: FM
New Delhi (PTI): Amid
continuing volatility
in the stock market,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
said retail investors seem
to act as shock absorb-
ers even when foreign
portfolio investors went
away. Sitharaman said
that during the pandem-
ic, there has been a very
significant increase in
retail investor numbers.
CIABC urges govt
to set up export
promotion council
New Delhi (PTI): Liq-
uor industry body
CIABC has requested
the govt to set up an ex-
port promotion council
for alcoholic beverages
under the aegis of the
commerce ministry to
promote the outbound
shipments of the sector.
The Confederation of
Indian Alcoholic Bever-
ageCompanies(CIABC)
has sent a communica-
tion to the government
in this regard.
CIABC Director-Gen-
eral Vinod Giri said the
sector needs support for
improving the exports,
especially in the con-
text of free trade agree-
ments, where alcoholic
beverages are part of
the wish lists of several
countries like the UK
and the EU.
Markets fall for
3rd day; Sensex
tumbles 568 pts
Mumbai (PTI):
Benchmark indices
declined for the
third day running
on Tuesday, with
the Sensex tum-
bling 567.98 points
amid weak global
markets and con-
tinuous foreign
funds outflow.
The 30-share BSE
Sensex tanked
567.98 points to set-
tle at 55,107.34. The
broader NSE Nifty
fell by 153.20 points
to end at 16,416.35.
From the Sensex
pack, Titan, Dr Red-
dy’s, Larsen  Tou-
bro, HUL, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Fi-
nance, TCS and
Nestle were the big-
gest laggards.
In contrast,
NTPC, Maruti,
MM and Bharti
Airtel were gainers.
LIC down 20% from
IPO price
New Delhi (Agencies):
Shares of Life Insurance
Corporation have been
on a downward trend
since their debut on Dalal
Street last month. Cur-
rently, the stock is down
over 20% as against its
issue price of `949.
` declines 7 paise to
close at 77.73/$
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee
slipped 7 paise to close
at 77.73 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday as a massive
sell-off in domestic
equities and stronger
greenback overseas on
investor sentiment.
Gold declines `205; Silver down by ` 964
New Delhi (PTI): Gold in the national capital on
Tuesday declined by `205 to `50,733 per 10 grams,
according to HDFC Securities. Silver also dipped
`964 to `61,555 per kg from `62,519 per kg in the
previous trade.
HDFCBankhikesMCLRby0.35%
Mumbai (PTI): The
country’s largest pri-
vate sector lender
HDFC Bank on Tuesday
announced a 0.35% hike
in lending rate.
The hike is the sec-
ond such move from the
lender in as many
months, taking the cu-
mulative hike to up to
0.60%.
HDFC Bank in-
creased its Marginal
Cost of funding based
Lending Rate by 0.35%
from June 7, as per the
new rate structure pub-
lished on its website.
The one-year MCLR,
on which a bulk of con-
sumer loans are pegged,
will be 7.85% after the
newest review as
against 7.50% earlier.
The overnight MCLR
will be 7.50% against
7.15%, while the three-
year MCLR will be
8.05% compared to
7.70%.
It can be noted that
the rate hikes come at a
time when credit
growth is not very high
and banks are keen to
accelerate on the same.
There have been hikes
in deposit rates as well,
which have preceded
the lending rate hikes,
along with the change
in the policy environ-
ment.
Ola in talks for $1 bn
cell manufacturing
New Delhi (PTI): Soft-
Bank Group-backed Ola
Electric is in talks with
multiple global suppli-
ers to build a battery
cell manufacturing
plant in India with a ca-
pacity of up to 50-giga-
watt hours, sources
said.
As part of its broader
electrification push, the
firm plans to invest in
companies with ad-
vanced cell and battery
technology, alongside
the 50 Gwh battery
plant.
Sources said the cell
battery plant may cost
around $1 billion (over
`7,700 crore).
Jio brings in 4G
to Pangong lake
Srinagar (PTI): Re-
liance Jio has ex-
panded the reach of
its 4G services in
Ladakh region to a
village close to Pan-
gong lake.
The telecom opera-
tor became the first
network to provide
4G mobile connectiv-
ity in and around the
Pangong area, offi-
cials said.
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A good gardener is one who has an
adequate knowledge of horticulture
and loves plants, equally!
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Former na-
tional spokesperson
of the BJP Nupur
Sharma has been
summoned by Maha-
rashtra Police to ap-
pear before them on
June 22 and record
her statement in con-
nection with alleged
derogatory remarks
against Prophet Mu-
hammad, an official
said on Tuesday.
An FIR had been reg-
istered against Sharma
by theMumbra policein
Thane district following
her remarks, he said.
The police have sent
the summons to Shar-
ma by email as well as
speed post, mention-
ing details of the FIR
registered against her,
he said.
The BJP had on Sun-
day suspended Shar-
ma over her alleged
insulting remarks
against the Prophet
that drew condemna-
tion from several Is-
lamic nations.
Meanwhile, the
Mumbai Police has
asked the concerned
news channel to hand
over the video clip
which shows Sharma
making the alleged ob-
jectionable statements,
an official said.
He said the Mumbai
Police has not sum-
moned Sharma yet.
The day before,
Mumbai Police Com-
missioner Sanjay Pan-
dey had said Sharma
will be summoned to
record her statement
in connection with
the FIR.
Mumbai: Batsman
Sarfaraz Khan scored
a blitzkrieg 153 runs
from 205 balls in the
Ranji Trophy match
against Uttarakhand
on Tuesday. Continu-
ing his excellent form
before the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL),
the 24-year-old hit his
7th hundred-plus
score in the premier
domestic first-class
competition.
Sarfaraz’s 153 which
came alongside debu-
tant Suved Parkar’s
knock has put Mumbai
in pole position in their
quarter-final match
against Uttarakhand
being held at Alur
Cricket Stadium 2 in
Bengaluru.
Khan has been in in-
credible form in Ranji
Trophy since the 2019-
20 season. The Mumbai
batsman had finished
on top of the batting
chart in 2019-20, scoring
928 runs in 6 matches,
which included a 301
not out innings.
The Ranji Trophy
tournamentthisyeargot
underwayaftergoingoff
the calendar in 2020-21
duetotheCOVID-19pan-
demic. However, Sarfar-
azhascontinuedscoring
runs. In the league
phase,hebeganhiscam-
paign with a 275 against
powerhouses Saurash-
tra in Ahmedabad. He
then scored 63 and 48
against Goa before hit-
ting a 165-knock against
Odisha in their final
league-stage match as
Mumbai made it to the
knockout stages.
In the quarter-final,
Sarfaraz tore into the
Uttarakhand bowlers as
early as Day 1 and con-
tinued to pummel the
attack on Day 02. He fin-
ished with 153 from 205
deliveries, scoring a
boundary in every two
overs he faced. Safaraz
hit four sixes and 14
boundaries in his blis-
tering knock for his
home team Mumbai.
Sarfaraz gets 7th Ranji Trophy century in quarter-final
GOOD SHOW
lll
He hit 153 from
205 deliveries
for Mumbai
against
Uttarakhand in
Bengaluru. Khan
has been in
incredible form
in Ranji Trophy.
Sarfaraz Khan.  —PHOTO BY PTI
The batsman’s first-
class average has gone
past 80 and he is only
at the No. 2 spot behind
the legendary Donald
Bradman in the elite
list for players with the
highest averages with
minimum 2,000 runs
in first-class cricket.
Despite his consist-
ent run in first-class
cricket, Sarfaraz Khan
has not managed to get
an India call-up for Test
cricket.
RECORD STREAK
Ward reservations: BMC gets
200+ suggestions, objections
There were also
demands for
changing the
reservation of
some wards that
are reserved for
the general
category women
in the lottery
draw
First India Bureau
Mumbai: After the
Mumbai civic body
drew a lottery for res-
ervation of wards for
the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
general category
seats for women for
the forthcoming city
municipal elections,
it received 232 sug-
gestions and objec-
tions, officials said
on Tuesday.
Monday was the last
day for citizens to sub-
mit their suggestions
and objections in the
matter.
According to the of-
ficials, many people in
their suggestions/ob-
jections expressed the
view that reservation
of some civic wards for
women was “injustice”
to male candidates.
There were also de-
mands for changing
the reservation of
some wards that are
reserved for the gen-
eral category women
in the lottery draw.
As per the lottery
drawn last week with-
out the Other Backwad
Class (OBC) quota on
the directions of the
State Election Com-
mission (SEC), 118 of
the total 236 seats in
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) will be re-
served for women.
Eight of these seats
are reserved for
Scheduled Caste can-
didates, one seat for
Scheduled Tribes can-
didates and 109 for the
general category.
Citizens were given
time from June 1 and 6
for submitting sugges-
tions and objections
about the ward reser-
vation.
After compilation of
all the suggestions and
objections, the final
ward reservations list
will be published in
the gazette on June 13,
as per the lottery
schedule earlier re-
leased by the SEC.
The schedule for
elections to the BMC
and other municipal
corporations is yet to
be announced.
According to civic
officials, there is also a
demand for reserving
a civic ward for gen-
eral category (instead
of the Scheduled
Castes), where there
are around 5,000 SC
community members
out of the population
of 54,000.
There is also a de-
mand for changing the
reservation of a ward,
having over 7,000 SC
community members
and has been reserved
for the general catego-
ry in the lottery draw,
to Scheduled Castes.
According to civic of-
ficials, there is also a
demand for reserving
a civic ward for gen-
eral category (instead
of the Scheduled
Castes), where there
are around 5,000 SC
community members
out of the population
of 54,000.
THE ISSUE
Monsoon to hit Mumbai
by June 11, says IMD
‘Mumbai won’t flood even
at 60-70 mm/hour rains’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bri-
hanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation
(BMC) has claimed
that Mumbai won’t
get flooded even if
the city gets rain at
the rate of 60 to 70
mm per hour.
“As part of the
city’s monsoon pre-
paredness, five teams
of the National Disas-
ter Response Force
(NDRF) and as many
teams from the Navy
will be deployed,”
said Additional Mu-
nicipal Commission-
er P Velarasu, after a
review meeting of
BMC’s pre-monsoon
work on Tuesday
.
“While three NDRF
teams will be sta-
tioned at Andheri, the
other two teams will
be deployed in vari-
ous wards. The Navy
team will have 500
jawans and officers
with 15 divers,” Vel-
rasu added.
According to the
civic body
, there are at
least 10 to 12 days dur-
ing each monsoon
when daily rainfall
crosses 120 to 150 mm
with 60 mm per hour
for a few hours. There-
fore, BMC has tackled
73% of flooding spots.
“If rainfall occurs
at the speed of 60 to 70
mm per hour, Mum-
bai will not get flood-
ed. If it rains more
than this, the city will
witness waterlogging.
But the water will
drain out in less
time,” stated Velrasu.
Mumbai: The India
Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has
set June 11 as the
date of the onset of
monsoon in Mum-
bai, and has stated
that conditions
have improved over
the city. The weath-
erman, however,
said that the mon-
soon will first ar-
rive in Konkan and
Goa regions.
The monsoon has
already arrived in
Karnataka and is ex-
pected to intensify
over Mumbai and the
surrounding areas
after June 15.
Speaking to the
media, an official
from the IMD Mum-
bai said, “The mon-
soon has arrived in
Karwar, Karnataka,
and we are currently
monitoring the situa-
tion. We'll have to
wait until it reaches
the south Konkan
and Goa before head-
ing to Mumbai.”
Skymet Weather's
Mahesh Palawat con-
firmed that pre-mon-
soon activities have
begun. However,
rains will not be as
heavy as a typical
monsoon in the be-
ginning, he said,
adding that while ac-
tivity in Kerala is
currently low, north-
east India is experi-
encing heavy rain-
fall.
Palawat also said,
“Mumbai, too, will
gradually experience
a good rainfall post
mid June.”
Skymet Weather’s Mahesh Palawat has said Mumbai will experience a good rainfall in
second half of June.  —FILE PHOTO
NDRF team rescue people in Mumbai following flash floods
due to heavy rainfall in 2019.  —FILE PHOTO
5 teams of the
NDRF and a Navy
team will be
deployed
Rains to intensify
after June 15,
confirm IMD and
Skymet weather
ED adds on PMLA
complaint against
Mehul Choksi
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A supple-
mentary Preven-
tion of Money
Laundering Act
(PMLA) complaint
has been filed by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)
against fugitive
diamantaire Me-
hul Choksi and
others in the Pun-
jab National Bank
scam case.
The ED has named
Preeti Choksi, wife
of Mehul Choksi, as
a beneficiary of the
scam. It has also
claimed that she is
also an absconder
and has been in hid-
ing with her husband
since 2017.
On May 21, the
Commonwealth of
Dominica withdrew
legal proceedings in
the illegal entry case
against Choksi.
Director of Public
Prosecutions (AG) in
a reply filed on May
17, 2022, to Magis-
trate Court, in-
formed that ‘Mehul
Chinubhai Choksi’
was charged, “for
that he, on the 24th
day of May 2021 at
Toucarie Bay, Tou-
carie in the Parish of
St John, in the Com-
monwealth of Domi-
nica, did enter ille-
gally into the Com-
monwealth of Domi-
nica at a place to wit
‘Toucarie Bay, Tou-
carie’ not approved
as a point of entry”.
Mehul Choksi
Nupur Sharma summoned
over remarks against Prophet
Nupur Sharma
DRAWING CRITICISM
Cops ask news
channel to hand
over video clip
showing Sharma
making remarks
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alaika Arora and
Arjun  Kapoor are
one of the most
talked-about cou-
ples in the tinsel town. Speaking
of which, earlier today, Arjun
was subjected to criticism by a
troll who body-shamed him say-
ing he can never get in shape. A
user commented on Kapoor's
latestpicturesof himself ashe
gorged on a plate of momos.
His ladylove hailed her boy-
friend for his befitting reply
.
She said: Well said arjun n
don't ever let these trolls n
criticism dull ur shine. more
power to you n ur journey
.
Meanwhile, Arjun slammed
the user and wrote: “It’s be-
causeof commentstheof people
who hide behind keyboards like
this are the world is made to be-
lieve that fitness is always about
having the best-looking body.
rjun Kapoor recently
made it to the head-
lines after he shut a
troll like a boss. The
actor who never hesi-
tatesinexpressinghis
viewsabouteitherhis
personal life or professional
lifewastrolledbyafanforhis
fitness.Thetrollsaidthatthe
actor can never get in shape
and this irked the actor. He
took to his Instagram
stories to slam the
troll and speak
about fitness.
N o w
Anushka Sharma has taken to
her Instagram stories to stand
insupportof theGundayactor.
Anushka Sharma shared a pic-
ture of Arjun Kapoor’s reply
and wrote, “Well said”. For the
unversed, the trolls wrote ‘this
boy can never get in shape. He
isarichboywithnomentality’.
The Gunday actor took to his
Instagram stories and wrote,
“It’s because of comments and
thought processes of people
whohidebehindkeyboardslike
this is the world is made to be-
lieve that fitness is always
about having the best-looking
bodyandnothingelse..fitnessis
way more than that for any-
one who’s ever strug-
gled to just lead a
n o r m a l
healthy life
and be
mentally
happyand
calm by
living for
yourself taking care of
yourself doing best u can and
forming a routine despite ob-
stacles not just about looking
like a faceless DP”.
K
areena Kapoor Khan is one of the popular ac-
tresses in the film industry. She is a doting moth-
er to sons Taimur Ali Khan and Jehangir Ali
Khan with her husband-actor Saif Ali Khan.
Recently, the actress was fascinated by Prince
William and Kate Middleton's younger son
Prince Louis' expressions of boredom and
annoyance. The actress shared a photo of
various Prince Louis moods on her Ins-
tagram story and wrote, Mood with
three love-struck emojis. In the
photo, Prince Louis is seen watch-
ing the Trooping the Colour fly-
past from the Buckingham Pal-
ace balcony. While in the sec-
ond post, Kate Middleton tries
to talk to her and her son
cheekily tries to shush his
mother. Kareena shared the
video and revealed that
she can relate to Kate in
this situation. She wrote,
Why do I know this feel-
ing, adding a laughing
emoji.
S
hraddha Ka-
poor surely
knows how
to entertain
her fans. She is currently
in Spain for the shoot of her
upcoming project with Ranbir
Kapoor. The duo will be next
seen in Luv Ranjan's next which
has become the talk of the town for
the longest time now. While taking to
her social media, Shraddha shared a
glimpse of the shoot as she reaches
Spain for the Luv Ranjan's next while
capturing a road journey with a song
in the background. While tagging the
location and her hair  makeup artists,
Shraddha Naik and Nikita Menon she
also wrote - Hola! Meanwhile, on the
work front, Shraddha Kapoor is cur-
rently working on her next project.
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D
irector Ritesh Rana's second ven-
ture will be Happy Birthday star-
ringLavanyaTripathiinanuncon-
ventional role. To give an insight
into his next, the maker has dropped the
fascinating teaser of this action comedy-
drama. Sharing the teaser of Happy
Birthday
, the makers tweeted, ''Intintiki
Gun-u, Eduru Leni Fun-u, #Happy-
Birthday Fun Blasting Teaser out now.'
The video shows a union minister,
played by Vennela Kishore, who pro-
poses of Gun Bill. The law aims to
regulate the purchase, sale, manufac-
ture and use of guns. As the par-
liament passes the bill, it
acts as the floodgate of
the gun culture in the
entire nation. Fascinat-
ed by weapons, people
head to gun bazaars
and start buying
weapons. Amidst all
this, a gun-themed
birthday party is or-
ganised. A new
team arrives for
the party, thus
leading to massive
firing between the
two parties.
A
Kareena relates to
KATE MIDDLETON
ANUSHKA
ANUSHKA
SUPPORTS
SUPPORTS
ARJUN
ARJUN
GLIMPSES
GLIMPSES
FROM
FROM
SPAIN!
SPAIN!
D
isha Patani is one of the most beau-
tiful and desirable beauties in the
Hindi entertainment industry in
today’s time. The actress has been
stabbing the hearts of everyone ever since
the time she started her career and as far
as fandom and popularity are concerned,
itiscertainlyonarisewitheverynewpro-
ject that she signs for herself. Be it doing
good work in movies to setting the oomph
quotient on fire effortlessly with her
charm and beauty
, Disha is ruling hearts
everywhere. Every time Disha drops a
stunner of a photo or video on her Insta-
gram feed or story, fans feel the heat and
go bananas for real. This time, the diva
is stealing the limelight with her
gorgeous plunging neckline
outfitandwearecrush-
ing on that lip-
stick shade.
MALAIKA
HAILS BF
ARJUN
KAPOOR
COLOUR
OF HER
LIPS!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TEASER
Kareena Kapoor Khan Anushka Sharma
Disha Patani
Malaika Arora Lavanya Tripathi Shraddha Kapoor
her post...
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai I twitter.com/
thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
 


	11. After creating implausible  and
immortal artworks, the genius of his
time Leonardo Da Vinci has become
a never-dying part of human lives
eonardo’sex-
traordinary
art involves
the greatest
painting of
all times
‘Monalisa’to
the beautiful master-
piece ‘Last Supper’,
these artworks have
not only gained popu-
larity based on their
beauty but have given
ideas for flying vehi-
cles and ground-
breaking research on
optics and perspec-
tive. People were so
fascinated by his art-
works that they start-
ed comparing him
with aliens. They had
started raising ques-
tions like ‘Leonardo
Da Vinci’s mysteri-
ous disappearance be
evidence of an alien
encounter?’ They be-
lieved that his mas-
terfulpaintings,high-
ly technical hand-
drawn sketches and
private journals re-
veal knowledge of
otherworldly technol-
ogy and extraterres-
trial beings. Because
of his visionary arts,
which were beyond
time and science,
somecalledhimama-
gician, some de-
scribed him as God!
Let’s take a look at
what science has to
say about geniuses.
When National Geo-
graphic caught Isaac-
son by his phone at
his home in Washing-
ton, DC, he explained
why Monalisa’s grin
represents the con-
clusion of a lifetime
of investigation, why
Michelangelo and
Leonardocouldn’ttol-
erate each other, and
whyLeonardo’sdefin-
ing attribute was cu-
riosity
.
We have to start
with the most famous
and mysterious smile
in the world. Where
does the “Monalisa”
fitintoLeonardo’slife
and work—and how
has she managed to
enchant us for 500
years? The Monali-
sa’s beautiful smile is
the fruition of a life-
time spent studying
art, science, optics
and every other pos-
sible field to that he
could apply his curi-
osity, including un-
derstanding the uni-
verse and how we fit
into it. Leonardo
spent many pages in
his notebook scruti-
nising the human
face to figure out eve-
ry muscle and nerve
that touched the lips.
One finite example
wasseeninthosepag-
es, you see a faint
sketch at the top of
the beginning of the
smile of the Monali-
sa. Leonardo kept
that painting from
1503, from the time it
starts to his deathbed
in 1519, trying to get
every aspect exactly
right in layer after
layer! During that pe-
riod, he dissected the
human eye on cadav-
ers and was able to
understand that the
centre of the retina
sees detail, but the
edges see shadows
and shape better.
Leonardo tried ex-
plaininghisemotions
in that favourite
painting of his, if we
look straight at the
Monalisa’s smile, the
corners of her lips
turn downward
slightly, but shadows
and light make it
appear like it’s turn-
ing upwards. The
beauty of the paint-
ing is when you move
your eyes across her
face the smile will
flicker on and off. He
had tried his magical
hands to depict the
inner feeling the lady
is holding. Not only
this, he carried his
notebook around as
he walked through
Florence or Milan
and always sketched
people’s expressions
and emotions and
tried to relate that to
the inner feelings
they had and a clear
picture can be seen in
his “The Last Sup-
per.” Even after at-
tending to perfection
in portraying emo-
tionshisunbelievable
“Monalisa” is still the
culmination because
the emotions that
she’s expressing, just
like her smile, are a
bit elusive. Every
time you look at her it
seems slightly differ-
ent. It tries to depict
the inner emotions.
His ‘the most spell-
binding narrative
painting in history -
The Last Supper’
takeusinsideitscrea-
tion and explain why
it is such a ultimate
workof art.TheDuke
of Milanaskedhimto
paint it on the wall of
a dining hall of a
monastery
. Unlike
other depictions of
“The Last Supper,”
Leonardo doesn’t just
captureamomentbut
he understood that
there is no such thing
as a disconnected in-
stant of time. He re-
written the trance of
motion in the paint-
ing and created ‘The
Last Supper’ a dra-
matic narrative. As
wewalkinthedoorof
vision,weseeChrist’s
hand then, going up
the arm, stare at his
face. He’s saying,
“One of you shall be-
tray me.” As our eyes
move across the pic-
ture, we see that
soundalmostrippling
outward as each of
thegroupsof apostles
reacts. In the Book of
Matthew, Jesus says
that the one who
dipped his hand into
the bowl with him is
the “betrayer”. Also
Vinci had those at the
table sitting in a pat-
tern:33133,mightbea
numerological mes-
sage and considering
this, Vinci ignored
convention in his
creation by not plac-
inghalosaboveJesus.
Many art historians
believe that Vinci
believed in nature,
not in God.
L
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in
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	12. lowers are without  a
doubt one of the most
photographed subjects.
It isn’t hard to see why,
we are surrounded by
them, and their wide
range of colours,
shapes, and sizes means that
you rarely have to venture far
before you find one that catches
your eye. Unfortunately, many
people make fundamental er-
rors when photographing flow-
ers. This can result in shots that
lack “punch”, appearing much
less interesting and vibrant
than they did in person. There
are several principles that you
can follow to give your flower
photos more impact, capturing
lots of detail and making them
engaging to the viewer. By
learning these guidelines, you’ll
be able to spot an underwhelm-
ing photo before you capture it,
and reframe the shot in a more
interesting way
.
POSITION FLOWERS INTO
YOUR FOREGROUND
One of the easiest, most impact-
ful ways to add fresh flowers into
your images is to add them to the
foreground of your image. Add-
ing flowers into the foreground
adds another dimension to the
photo you’re creating. Doing this
will blur the flowers, yet keep the
person you’re photographing in
focus. Focus on the subject’s
eyes, and voilà, your camera will
do the rest.
USE FLOWERS TO CONCEAL
PART OF YOUR SUBJECT’S FACE
Rather than concealing part of
the frame, try using a flower to
conceal part of your subject’s
face. Whether it’s your model
holding the stem of a beautiful
peony covering one of her
eyes, or carefully placing dai-
sies on the back of your mod-
el’s head, try using a flower to
leave something to be discov-
ered in your image.
FLOWER POWER
MEETS WILD CHILD
If you’re shooting with a model
that has long hair, you’re in
luck! This can be a really beauti-
ful way to create festival-vibe
photos. Using small flowers or
petals like baby’s breath, dai-
sies, or elderflower take the
flowers and start pulling the
fluff into your hand until it’s
in tiny pieces. Once it’s in
tiny pieces, depending on the
size, you can either place the
flowers carefully in your
model’s hair or gently drop
them on top of your model’s
hair. One look is more staged,
and one more natural, best
suited for wildflowers.
CREATING FLORAL BACKDROPS
IN STUDIO SPACES
If you have a ton of flowers, you
can easily create a flower wall
to provide an impactful back-
drop for your image. But, if you
don’t have the time or the ener-
gy to create a full floral back-
drop, you can carefully place
flowers on the ground and have
your subject lie in them.
GET INSPIRED BY ART
FOR CREATIVE FLOWER
PORTRAIT PROJECTS
Pick a flower that inspires you,
or one that can be easily found
in your geographical area, and
create a series of portraits
around that flower. You’d be
surprised by how creative you
can get when you open your im-
agination.
FEEL THE
FEEL THE
FLOWER
FLOWER
POWER
POWER
SHUBHANSHI PATHAK
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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	13. T
he horrifying murder  of Sid-
hu Moose Wala by the associ-
ates of gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi had the nation shak-
en. The further revelation that actor
Salman Khan was under the radar of
the now jailed gangster has everyone
concerned. As a result, the Mumbai
Police had amped the security of the
Bollywood star and an investigation
into the probe was launched. As per
reports, Law-
rence had re-
vealed dur-
ing in-
terro-
gation that his gang had tried to kill
the superstar twice. Salman Khan
and father Salim Khan had recently
received a letter of a death threat and
the security of the family was ampli-
fied by the Maharashtra Home De-
partment. The Race 3 actor came on
the hit list of Lawrence Bishnoi after
he got involved in a Black Buck
p o a c h i n g
case.
T
here have been several ru-
mours going around that
Sonakshi Sinha is cur-
rently dating her
Double XL costar, Zaheer
Iqbal. However, the duo
has refused to confirm or
deny the same but con-
stantly put stories and
posts on their Instagram
feed. Now, the actor has wished
Sonakshi a belated happy birthday
with some goofy videos of the two.
Zaheer posted two videos and a selfie on
his social media with the caption, “Happy
Birthday Sonzzz  Thank You for not killing
me  I Love You ️ Here’s to a lot more food,
flights, love and laughter  P.s -
This video sums up the entire
time we’ve known each other ”
The first and second videos
showed the two goofing while sit-
ting on a plane. Sonakshi is seen to
be enjoying a nice burger as Za-
heer records the way she eats.
Meanwhile, the third was a siz-
zling selfie of the pair where
they look absolutely gor-
geous. Several of their ce-
lebrity friends quickly
flooded the comments
section with a heart. So-
nakshi replied with the
comment, “Thaaankkk
uuu … love uuu ️… now
im coming to kill
uuuuuuuu ”
This has created specu-
lation about whether So-
nakshi and Zaheer are
dating as both of them
professed their love on
social media.
SHIRLEY GETS
CANDID!
he upcoming Bol-
lywood film ‘Ni-
kamma’ will
surely be a roller
coaster of laugh-
ter and fun and
the cast of the
movie confirms why.
Talking to First India
Filmy, the main leads
Abhimanyu Dassani
and Shirley Setia and
director Sabbir Khan
give an insight into the
fun equation they share
as Team Nikamma.
Shirley Setia opened
up about her experi-
ence working on her
debut film, calling it a
dream project. “I feel
blessed to have worked
with Sabbir sir and Ab-
himanyu. To start my
Bollywood career with
such a film is like a
dream that has come
true because of Sabbir
sir and Sony
. I had tried
before this but maybe
others did not believe in
me as much as he did,”
she said.
Talking about casting
Abhimanyu, Sabbir
Khan revealed, “I had
just watched the trailer
of his first film and
loved it. I then met him
like I meet anyone for a
business meeting and I
formed such a connec-
tion with him that I had
a feeling he was here to
stay. I love two things
about him: one that he
has an innocent face
and second that he can
portray intensity when-
ever required.”
On how he chooses
such entertaining but
different films as pro-
jects, Abhimanyu
stated, “Doing dif-
ferent types of pro-
jects was a con-
sciousdecision.Ihave
previously said that just
to feel safe we try to put
othersinboxes.So,every
timeanyoneputsmeina
box, I’ll do something
completely different.”
The actor added, “Ni-
kamma is an unconven-
tional commercial film.
The soul of the film lies
in family values. So, it
is a blend of a new GenZ
lifestyle with Indian
traditional values.”
To talk about her
chemistry with co-star
Abhimanyu, Shirley re-
vealed that he was very
caring and protective.
She said, “I remember
we were shooting in a
Lucknow Mela where
he was very protective
and caring. He made
me feel so comfortable.”
Sabbir also joked
about how Shirley’s
fans protested, demand-
ing them to make the
actress sing for the film.
“Her voice obviously
is extraordinary but
I had so much pres-
sure from everyone
that I had to request
her to sing a song for
the film,” he joked.
About his immense
physical transforma-
tion for Meenakshi
Sundareshwar and Ni-
kamma, Abhimanyu
disclosed, “I shed
10 kgs for
Meenakshi
and I
h a d
put on
7 kgs for
Nikamma.
But Sabbir sir
gave me a chance
to do so many action
scenes that I had to
take up the opportunity
no matter what.”
The team also ap-
plauded Shirley for her
dedication and recalled
how she despite having
a high fever shot for
three days during a
song sequence.
Director Sabbir
Khan further spoke
about working with a
fresh pair in Nikamma,
“I felt that they both
had an honesty right
from the beginning. I
never felt that they
would back down from
hard work.”
Remembering the
moment his mother, ac-
tress Bhagyashree got
emotional at the movie
trailer, Abhimanyu
stated, “It is a moment
for life.”
T
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CITY BUZZ
GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
EXCLUSIVE! A fun interview with a fun
cast of a fun movie: Team Nikamma!
The Forensic leads Vikrant Massey and Radhika Apte were spotted in Juhu to promote their
taut psychological thriller on Monday. They stood in front of the creative poster of Forensic
which had a huge magnifying glass and a “do not cross” yellow strip. The actors were
seemingly excited for the release of their direct to digital release.
P
riyanka Chopra
is a force to
reckon with
and she is here
to conquer the world!
The actress recently at-
tended the Bulgari’s Eden
The Garden of Wonders
event in a glamorous orange
sequin Rosario gown with a
plunging neckline. The actress
stunned everyone with her
glamorous look but what made
the internet flip is not just her
ensemble but the selfie she post-
ed from the event.
The actress attended the glam-
orous event with Hollywood star
Anne Hathaway and South Ko-
rean girl group member Lisa
from BlackPink. The trio cosied
up together for the click which
Priyanka posted on her Insta-
gram along with the caption,
“And then there was us.. girls
just wanna have fun!️”. Anne
again made everyone speechless
in her bright yellow Valentino
outfit. Meanwhile, Lisa twinned
with the Princess Diaries actress
in another bright yellow Pinkong
attire. Priyanka’s husband Nick,
who has never missed to react to
a single post of his wife again
left some fire and heart-eye emo-
jis in the comments.
I
f colour blocking was a competition,
Samantha would have aced it! The
actress dropped some gorgeous pic-
tures on her Instagram feed in a
deep red cut-out ribbed top and pink
pants. The actress looked stunning in
her outfit as she posed in front of a red
background. The backdrop may remind
everyone of the Koffee With Karan sets.
Yes, it is true! The actress graced the
show and has wrapped up her episode.
Samantha attended the show on Mon-
day and wrapped up her shoot. Their
sources revealed, “Samantha wrapped
the shoot yesterday and she had a gala
time on the show. Samantha's episode is
going to be the highlight of the season,
I bet.” Many previous rumours had
stated that a clutter of South celebrities
will attend the show this year and
names like Vijay Deverakonda, Rash-
mikaMandanna,andAlluArjunamong
others were taken. Now it seems that
the rumours are true as South beauty
Samantha’s episode is guaranteed on
the popular talk show.
SAMANTHA RUTH
PRABHU GUARANTEED
TO SPILL SOME BEANS
Star-Studded
selfie time!
Love is in the air
for Sonakshi
PROMOTION OF ‘FORENSIC’
Lawrence on killing Salman
Samantha Ruth Prabhu
Sonakshi Sinha
Priyanka Chopra
Anne Hathaway, Priyanka Chopra and Lisa
Salman Khan
Shirley Setia
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