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	2. The Case
 A  16-years old girl was admitted to
Sulaymaniyah Teaching Hospital,
Sulaymaniyah, Iraq because of cough
and shortness of breath (SOB)
following inhalation of a sewing
needle a few hours earlier. On CXR,
the needle was visible within the left
lower pulmonary lobe (LLL) bronchus.
2
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	4. The Case…
 To  start with, fiberoptic bronchoscopy
(FOB) was performed to remove the
needle under local anesthesia.
Unfortunately, the needle was not
visible through FOB.
 The patient was then taken to the
operating theatre, and rigid
bronchoscopy was done under general
anesthesia, but again the needle was
invisible. 4
 


	5. The Case…
 As  a last resort, the patient was
prepared for elective surgery for
removal of the needle.
 After a routine preparation, left
thoracotomy was performed. The
needle could be palpated in the LLL.
The lung parenchyma over the needle
was incised, the needle removed and
the lung parenchyma was sutured.
 The postoperative course was smooth.
5
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	8. Comment
 Surgery for  removal of bronchial FBs is
uncommonly performed. Most FBs in the
bronchial tree can be usually removed
smoothly by rigid or flexible
bronchoscopy. However, some FBs, such
as the presented case, may not be
visualized during both flexible and rigid
bronchoscopy, thus surgery becomes
unavoidable. Moreover, destroyed and
bronchiectatic pulmonary lobes due to
long-standing or missed FBs should be
resected.
8
 


	9. Comment
 This case  was reported in our article titled [Taha, A.
(2013) The use of fiberoptic bronchoscope to remove
aspirated tracheobronchial foreign bodies: Our
experience. Case Reports in Clinical Medicine, 2, 285-
290. doi: 10.4236/crcm.2013.25077]
9
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