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Ruptured Hydatid Cyst of the
Right Lower Pulmonary Lobe
in a Child
Prof. Abdulsalam Y Taha
College of Medicine
University of Sulaimani
2022 1
 


	2. The Case
 A  10-years old boy was admitted to
Sulaymaniyah Teaching Hospital,
Sulaymaniyah, Region of Kurdistan,
Iraq on 15th August 2009 because of
productive cough of 2 months
duration. He had an episode of
sudden cough and expectoration of
watery material at the beginning of
his complaint.
2
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	4. The Case…
CXR revealed  a water-lily
appearance in the superior
segment of the right lower
pulmonary lobe (RLL). CT scan,
ordered by his pediatrician,
revealed a cavity with a
membrane in the RLL beside a
very small cyst in the liver.
4
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	10. 10
A small
cyst
  


	11. The Case…
Right thoracotomy  was
performed. Adhesions of the RLL
to the chest wall were released
by blunt and sharp dissection. A
moderately big cyst was
removed. Multiple bronchial
fistulae were closed by 2-0 silk
sutures. Postoperative course
was smooth.
11
 


	12. Comment
● Pulmonary hydatid  cysts (PHC) are
common in children, though they can be
found in all age groups.
● The history of expectoration of salty
crystal clear fluid with or without pieces of
whitish laminated membrane is
pathognomonic of intra-bronchial rupture
of PHC.
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	13. Comment…
● Water-lily sign  is pathognomonic
of intra-bronchial rupture of PHC.
Hence, if this sign is shown by the
plain CXR, there is no need to
subject the patient to a costly and
hazardous imaging study such as CT
scan. Therefore, CT scan, although
was beautiful in our case, it was
unnecessary.
13
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