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	2. The Cases
 Herein,  two elderly men (60 and 85
years old) with radiological studies
of thoraco-abdominal and thoracic
aortic aneurysms (AA) are
presented. Though the clinical
details, unfortunately, were not
documented, plain X-rays and CT
scan images are available to display
some characteristic features of AA.
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	3. Case 1: Thoraco-abdominal
AA  in a man of 85
3
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	8. Case 2: Thoracic  Aortic
Aneurysm in a Man of 60
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	17. Comment
 Thoracic aortic  aneurysms are
relatively uncommon compared to
abdominal aortic aneurysms. There is
a wide range of causes, and the
ascending aorta is the segment most
commonly affected. Both CTA and MRA
are the modalities of choice to image
this condition. Most commonly occur in
50 to 60-year-old age group. There is a
male predominance (M:F=3:1) [1].
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	18. Comment…
 The normal  aortic diameter varies
based on age, sex, and body surface
area. In general, the term aneurysm is
used when the axial diameter is >5.0
cm for the ascending aorta and >4.0
cm for the descending aorta 12. When
enlarged above normal but not
reaching aneurysmal definition, the
terms dilatation/ectasia can be used
[1].
18
 


	19. Comment…
 The thoracic  aorta can usually be
seen on both frontal and lateral chest
radiographs, and aneurysms are often
obvious. However, it is difficult to
assess size accurately (due to
magnification effects and often poor
visualization on the side of the
artery). Additionally, mediastinal
masses may mimic aortic aneurysms
[1].
19
 


	20. Comment…
 CTA is  the work-horse of aneurysm
assessment able to rapidly image the
relevant vascular territory with high
resolution. It can visualize both the sac and
the lumen and detect potential
complications. Typically aneurysms appear
as dilatations of the lumen. The walls may
be thin or thickened by the presence of a
mural thrombus. If rupture or leak has
occurred, hematoma/fluid may be seen
adjacent to the aorta, in the left pleural
cavity or the pericardium [1]. 20
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