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	1. الرحيم الرحمن هللا  بسم
Schwanoma of the
Posterior Mediastinum
Prof. Abdulsalam Y Taha
College of Medicine
University of Sulaimani
2022 1
 


	2. The Case
 A  lady of 60 was admitted to
Sulaymaniyah Teaching Hospital,
Sulaymaniyah, Region of Kurdistan,
Iraq because of right-sided chest pain
of few months duration. She was a
non-smoker. Physical examination was
unremarkable. Chest X ray and CT
scan of the chest showed a big mass
in the posterior mediastinum.
Fiberoptic bronchoscopy was normal.
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	3. 3
Courtesy of Prof.  Abdulsalam Y Taha
 


	4. 4
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	5. Right posterolateral thoracotomy:  a
huge posterior mediastinal mass
compressing the lung; totally resected.
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	6. The cut specimen:  hard mass with cystic
degeneration. Biopsy result: schwanoma
6
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	7. Comment
 Although neurogenic  tumours may
arise from any neural structure in the
mediastinum, they are most commonly
found in the para-vertebral gutters of
the posterior compartment. In this
region, between 50 and 80 per cent of
all tumours are of neurogenic origin.
They derive mainly from two cellular
components of neural tissue:
autonomic ganglion and nerve sheath.
7
 


	8. Comment…
 Less than  10 per cent of nerve sheath
tumours are malignant. They occur
predominately in young adults. Women
predominate. Of the two types of tumour,
neurilemmoma and neurofibroma, the former
is more common. Neurofibromas (
Schwanomas) are encapsulated and may
present themselves with multiple lesions.
Treatment consists of enucleation of the
benign tumours and resection of the non-
encapsulated or malignant tumours with
appropriate margin. Prognosis of the benign
lesion is excellent.
8
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