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This document summarizes a case of a 3-year-old girl who had a safety pin lodged in her bronchus for several months. Rigid bronchoscopy was initially performed to remove part of the safety pin, but the remaining piece could not be retrieved. A thoracotomy was then performed, during which the left lower lobe bronchus was incised and the remaining rusty part of the safety pin was removed. The bronchotomy was closed with sutures and the girl recovered smoothly after surgery. Surgery is uncommon for removing bronchial foreign bodies, but may be necessary when the object cannot be reached by bronchoscopy or has led to lung damage over a long period.Read less
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	1. الرحيم الرحمن هللا  بسم
Thoracotomy for a Long-
Standing Bronchial Foreign
Body
Prof. Abdulsalam Y Taha
College of Medicine
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	2. The Case
 A  3-years old girl was admitted to
Sulaymaniyah Teaching Hospital,
Sulaymaniyah, Iraq on 15th of March
2005 because of unresolved cough of
3-months duration. The patient was
a known case of foreign body (safety
pin) inhalation for a few months.
 


	3. The Case…
 She  had had rigid bronchoscopy under GA
a few months ago, but only a piece of
the safety pin was removed. The other
part of the FB was aspirated and settled
in the left lower lobe (LLL) bronchus. A
repeat bronchoscopy, later on, failed to
retrieve the missing part of the safety
pin. Therefore, a thoracotomy was
advised.
 


	4. Surgery
 On 30th  of March 2005, the child was
operated upon. Left thoracotomy was
performed. The left lower lobe
bronchus was incised at the site of FB
impaction and the rusty part of the
safety pin was removed. The
bronchotomy was then closed by
interrupted 3-0 polypropylene sutures.
The chest was closed in layers. The
postoperative course was smooth.
 





	8. Comment
 Surgery for  removal of bronchial FBs is
uncommonly performed. Most FBs in the
bronchial tree can be usually removed
smoothly by rigid or flexible
bronchoscopy. However, some FBs, such
as the presented case, may be out of
the reach of the bronchoscope, thus
surgery becomes unavoidable. Moreover,
destroyed and bronchiectatic pulmonary
lobes due to long-standing or missed FBs
should be resected.
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