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	1. 1,652 NEW COVID
CASES,  8 DEATHS
New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
recorded eight more Covid-
related fatalities and 1,652
new cases on Wednesday
even as the positivity rate
came down below 10%
after more than a fortnight,
according to data shared by
the city health department.
The positivity rate in Delhi
declines to 9.92% on
Wednesday.  P2
SETTING AN EXAMPLE
Bihar govt will send a team to Delhi to
study Kejriwal govt’s education model
Patna (PTI): Noting
that the school educa-
tion system in Bihar
needs a complete over-
haul, Education Minis-
ter Chandrashekhar on
Wednesday said his gov-
ernment will send a
team to Delhi and other
states to study their ed-
ucation models.
Chandrashekhar
said the large number
of vacancies in govern-
ment schools and lack
of proper performance
evaluation systems are
the main reasons for
which the state’s stu-
dents are suffering.
Student-friendly and
result-oriented educa-
tion models followed by
certain states, includ-
ing the Delhi govern-
ment, will be analysed
before bringing in
changes in the existing
system, he said.
“People are praising
the Arvind Kejriwal
government’s educa-
tion model in the na-
tional capital. We will
send our officials to
study the successful
school education sys-
tem in certain states,
including Delhi,” said
the RJD MLA.
Yogesh Sharma /
Ayushi Vijayvargiya
Vadodara: After his
tour of Gujarat was
postponed three times,
Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot finally reached
Gujarat to brainstorm
on the strategy to encir-
cle PM Modi and Amit
Shah in their own
stronghold. Gehlot has
taken charge as a senior
observer regarding the
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions. On Wednesday
, he
held meetings with sen-
ior Congress leaders in
VadodaraAhmedabad
during which Gujarat
Congressstatein-charge
Dr Raghu Sharma was
also present.
The Congress, which
is shrinking in the
country, is now trying
find ‘Sanjeevani’ for it-
self on the pretext of
Gujarat elections. The
election of Gujarat is
very important for the
Congress, in such a
situation, the Congress
high command has giv-
en a free hand to Ge-
hlot in the impenetra-
ble stronghold of BJP.
Gehlot will make a
strategy for all politi-
cal aspects.
Upon reaching, he
first took feedback on
the pulse of Central Gu-
jarat in Vadodara. Ge-
hlot held a meeting
with prominent Con-
gress leaders and dis-
cussed the election
strategy. Late in the
evening, the he reached
Ahmedabad from Va-
dodara where he held a
marathon meeting with
the leaders of North
Gujarat.
As soon as he reached
Gujarat, Gehlot at-
tacked the BJP and said
that BJP’s Gujarat mod-
el has been exposed be-
cause such a model was
never there. At the same
time, on the interfer-
ence of AAP party in
Gujarat, Gehlot said
that anyone can contest
the elections, but the
contest will be between
BJP and Congress.
Raj CM reaches Guj, to forge strategy
for ousting BJP’s 3 decade long rule!
AAP not in race, real Gujarat poll battle between Congress  BJP, says Gehlot
Delhi government school classroom.  —FILE PHOTO
New Delhi (ANI): Ni-
tin Gadkari and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan were
dropped from BJP’s
highest decision-mak-
ing body on Wednesday,
while former chief min-
isters BS Yediyurappa
 Sarbananda Sonowal
were included in list.
Others on the BJP
Parliamentary Board
list include Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah, JP
Nadda, Rajnath Singh,
K Laxman, Iqbal Singh
Lalpura, Sudha Yadav,
Satyanarayan Jatiya
and BL Santosh.
Fadnavis and K Lax-
man are the two crucial
inclusions on the list,
hinting at a promotion
for the leaders. While
BJP OBC Morcha na-
tional president Lax-
man has been trying to
gain grounds in Telan-
gana, Fadnavis played a
major role in forging an
alliance with Shinde
camp that led to top-
pling of Uddhav govt.
“People like BSY, SN
Jatia, K Laxman have
given their lives to the
party, building it brick
by brick, ” sources said.
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CENTRE GRANTS
‘Z’ CATEGORY VIP
SECURITY COVER
TO GAUTAM ADANI
BUYING MANCHESTER UNITED: MUSK JOKES
Washington: Elon Musk, world’s richest person, briefly
lifted gloom over Manchester United’s shares and fans on
Wednesday by tweeting he was buying English football
club - only to say later it was part of “long-running joke”.
New Delhi: Billionaire industrialist and Adani Group
Chairman Gautam Adani has been accorded a ‘Z’
category VIP security cover of CRPF commandos
by Centre. The all-India cover will be on a payment
basis and it will cost over `15-20 lakh per month.
JACQUELINE
FERNANDEZ
LAUNDERED
MONEY, SAYS ED
Mumbai: The ED has decided to name Bollywood
actor Jacqueline Fernandez as an accused in
a multi-crore money laundering case linked to
alleged conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar and
others, official sources said on Wednesday.
NO IDEA: NITISH ON
SINGH’S WARRANT
Patna: After reports of a
warrant against Bihar’s
new law minister Kartikeya
Singh emerged, CM
Nitish Kumar said he
had no information about
it. Reports say, RJD’s
Kartikeya Singh was to
surrender in Danapur
court on August 16 in
a kidnapping case but
instead, he showed up at
Raj Bhavan to take oath. P5
AKASA AIR TO ADD 1
FLIGHT EVERY 2 WKS
New Delhi: Akasa Air is
well-capitalised and its
growth is secure with the
financial means to place an
order for more planes, its
chief Vinay Dube said on
Wednesday, days after the
passing away of the airline’s
key investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala. Carrier, took
to the skies on August 7,
got 3rd aircraft on Aug 16.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
GOVT FLATS TO ROHINGYA
REFUGEES TRIGGER ROW
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: A contro-
versy erupted on
Wednesday over allot-
ment of government
flats to Rohingya refu-
gees in Delhi. Critics
said it was against the
Centre’s earlier claims
that the Rohingya Mus-
lims were not refugees
but illegal immigrants
and that the Kashmiri
Pandits and Hindus
from Pakistan living as
refugees in the national
capital should have
been given priority in
allotment of flats.
Hours after Union
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Minister Hardeep
Puri said Wednesday
that all Rohingya refu-
gees would be shifted to
EWS flats in Delhi’s
Bakkarwala, the office
of HM Shah issued a
statement denying any
such move by Centre.
MHA has directed Delhi
govt to ensure that the
Rohingyas will contin-
ue at present location
and taken up the matter
of their deportation,
the HM’s office said.
Puri had said Centre
planned to resettle
around 1,100 Rohing-
yas, currently living in
tents in Madanpur area.
Hardeep Puri announces
housing for Rohingyas
Amit Shah’s office says
there are no such plans
80-year-old Zoora Khatoon at Rohinya refugee settlement area in Kalindi Kunj, Delhi on Wednesday.
With respect to
news reports in
certain sections of
media regarding Rohingya
illegal foreigners, it is clari-
fied that Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has not given
any directions to provide
EWS flats to Rohingya illegal
migrants at Bakkarwala in
New Delhi.
 —Ministry of Home Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puri
@HardeepSPuri
India has always
welcomed those who have
sought refuge in the country.
In a landmark decision all
#Rohingya#Refugees will
be shifted to EWS flats in
Bakkarwala area of Delhi.
They will be provided basic
amenities, UNHCR IDs 
round-the-clock @DelhiPo-
lice protection.
VHP: ROHINGYAS
ARE NOT
REFUGEES BUT
INFILTRATORS
A day after the
central govern-
ment announced
its decision to shift
Rohingya refugees
to EWS flats in New
Delhi, the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad
(VHP) chief Alok
Kumar on Wednes-
day condemned
the move and said
that the Rohingyas
are not refugees
but infiltrators and
should be ‘pushed
out’ of the country.
BJP PARLIAMENTARY BOARD REVAMP
Gadkari,Shivrajout;Yedi,Sonowalin
The party’s rejigged parl board, which has four new faces, signals a generational
and political shift in the highest tiers of the BJP in the Narendra Modi-Amit Shah era
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Sarbananda Sonowal
BS Yediyurappa Nitin Gadkari
Gadkari not included
in BJP’s Parl Board
shows that his
stature as an astute politician
has grown leaps and bounds.
When your calibre grow and
you pose a challenge BJP
downsizes you.
 —NCP leader Clyde Crasto
Cabinet Decisions: Digital library,
agri, ECLGS enhancement, more...
New Delhi: Union Min-
ister Anurag Thakur
addressed media and-
briefed about key deci-
sions in Cabinet meeting
chaired by PM Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
.
CABINET APPROVED
l An interest subven-
tion of 1.5 per cent
per annum on short-
term agriculture
loan up to Rs 3 lakh to
ensure “adequate
credit flow in the ag-
riculture sector”.
l Limit of Emergency
Credit Line Guaran-
tee Scheme (ECLGS)
by Rs 50,000 crore
from Rs 4.5 lakh cr to
Rs 5 lakh crore with
addl amount being
earmarked exclusive-
ly for firms in hospi-
tality, related sectors.
l	Widening access of
the Traditional
Knowledge Digital
Library (TKDL) data-
base to users.
l	Cabinet apprised
signing of Contract
between India and
France to support the
ITF activities on the
Indian Transport
Sector.
Anurag Singh Thakur holding
a press conference on Cabinet
Decisions in Delhi on Wednesday.
1 2
Concern is about spending public
money in right way: SC on ‘freebies’
New Delhi (ANI): The
Supreme Court on
Wednesday adjourned
the hearing of the plea
against the practice of
promising freebies dur-
ing election campaigns
for Monday and asked
all stakeholders to give
their suggestions on
freebies in writing
by August 20.
Bench headed
by CJI Ramana
said that
concern is
about spend-
ing public
money in
right way
.
SC: CAN ACCESS
TO EDU, DRINKING
WATER BE TERMED
AS FREEBIES?
TAKE PROACTIVE
STEPS TO LIFT FIFA
BAN ON AIFF: SC
Top Court orally observed
that issues raised during
the hearing of the
petition against freebies
promised by political
parties during polls are
getting “increasingly
complicated”,
and whether
access to free
education,
drinking
water,
electricity can
be termed
freebies?
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the
Central Government to
take “proactive steps” with
the world
football
governing
body FIFA
to ensure
that the
suspension
of the All
India Football Federation
(AIFF) is lifted  country
gets to host the Under-17
Women Football World Cup
as scheduled.
Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot with party leaders and MLAs during a meeting at Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan
in Vadodara on Wednesday. Also present here are Dr Raghu Sharma and others.
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New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
and Kolkata reported
106 and 99 deaths per 1
lakh population in 2019
which could be attrib-
uted to PM2.5 pollution,
according to a new re-
port published by US-
based Health Effects
Institute on Wednesday
.
In 2019, Delhi record-
ed an annual average
PM2.5 concentration of
110 microgram per cu-
bic metre, the highest
among the most-popu-
lous cities in the world,
followed by Kolkata (84
microgram per cubic
metre), said the report
“Air Quality and Health
in Cities” by the State
of Global Air Initiative,
a collaboration between
the Health Effects Insti-
tute and the Institute
for Health Metrics and
Evaluation’s Global
Burden of Disease pro-
ject. The report summa-
rizes data on air pollu-
tion exposures and as-
sociated health impacts
in 7,239 cities (with
minimum population
of 50,000) from 2010 to
2019. It combines
ground-based air quali-
ty data with satellites
and models to produce
air quality estimates for
cities around the world.
PM2.5 refers to fine
particles (measuring
2.5 µm or less in diame-
ter) that penetrate deep
into the body and fuel
inflammation in the
lungs and respiratory
tract, leading to the risk
of having cardiovascu-
lar and respiratory
problems, including a
weak immune system.
Beijing in China had
the highest PM2.5-at-
tributable death rate
of 124 in 2019. Delhi
and Kolkata ranked
sixth and eighth, re-
spectively.
The report said the
burden on health of
PM2.5 has grown rap-
idly in cities in South-
east Asia.
In 2019, 1.7 million
deaths linked to PM2.5
exposure occurred in
the 7,239 cities, with cit-
ies in Asia, Africa, and
Eastern and Central
Europe seeing the
greatest health impacts.
106 deaths per lakh population attributable to PM2.5 pollution
REPORT
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In 2019, 1.7
million deaths
linked to PM2.5
exposure
occurred in the
7,239 cities
including Africa,
Eastern and
Central Europe
DATA
WOMAN MOWED
DOWN BY DFS
TRUCK IN OUTER
DELHI
BAG SNATCHED
FROM KASHMIRI
WOMAN NEAR
SOUTH DELHI'S GK
New Delhi (PTI): A
40-year-old woman
was killed after being
hit by a Delhi Fire
Service truck which
was on its way back
after attending a fire
call on Wednesday
morning in outer
Delhi's Raj Park
area, police said. The
deceased, Ramwati,
lived in Mangolpuri
and worked at a factory
in Mundka, they said.
The incident took
place when Ramwati
was going to a factory
in Mundka for work,
police said.
New Delhi (PTI):
Two bike-borne men
snatched a bag from a
Kashmiri woman, who
was staying in Delhi for
her medical treatment
at hospitals in adjoining
Gurugram, police said
on Wednesday. The inci-
dent took place in south
Delhi’s Greater Kailash
1, they said. DCP
(south) Benita Mary
Jaiker said that on July
30 at about 9.50 pm, a
PCR call was received at
Greater Kailash-1 police
station regarding a
snatching incident near
M Block market.
CRUCIAL READ
New Delhi (PTI): A day after a video of a woman
allegedly being molested surfaced on social media, the
Delhi Police on Wednesday
registered an FIR after taking
suo-moto cognisance in the
matter, officials said. The
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) on Tuesday had issued
a notice to the city police
after taking note of the video
and asked it to file an action taken report by 4 pm on
August 18, they said.
DELHI POLICE FILES FIR IN KAROL BAGH
PG MOLESTATION CASE
New Delhi (PTI): A 40-year-old labourer died after
bricks fell on his head during construction of a wall
on a roadside in Southwest
Delhi’s Rangpuri area on
Wednesday morning, police
said. The deceased, Angad,
was a resident of Auraiya in
UP and was working as a la-
bourer here, they said. As per police, the incident took
place around 8 am when Angad and his three other
colleagues were involved in construction of the wall.
LABOURER CRUSHED UNDER BRICKS
DURING CONSTRUCTION OF A WALL
New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena
has recommended ac-
tion against IAS officer
Udit Prakash Rai for al-
legedly accepting Rs 50
lakh bribe to grant “un-
due favours” to an ex-
ecutive engineer in two
corruption cases.
They said Rai, dur-
ing his tenure as the
vice chairman of Delhi
Agricultural Market-
ing Board (DAMB),
“virtually let off” ex-
ecutive engineer P S
Meena in two dispro-
portionate asset cases
-- one involving Mee-
na’s son and the other
involving his wife.
The sources said Sax-
ena has recommended
action against Rai, a
2007-batch IAS officer
of the AGMUT cadre,
for indulging in “mis-
conduct” while per-
forming official duty
.
“The LG has made
this recommendation to
the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on the
basis of substantiated
recommendation made
by the CBI in a matter
where Udit Prakash al-
legedly took a bribe of
Rs 50 lakh for extending
undue favours to an ex-
ecutive engineer, PS
Meena, in DAMB, by
diluting punishment
against him in two cas-
es of corruption,” one
of the sources said.
Delhi LG recommends action against
IAS officer for accepting `50 L bribe
New Delhi (PTI): Ja-
mia Millia Islamia's
teachers' body has
passed resolutions op-
posing the university's
new leave rules and
show cause notices is-
sued to some Hindi de-
partment faculty mem-
bers for refusing to
translate its annual re-
port, among other
things.
The Jamia Teachers'
Association (JTA)
passed the resolutions
at a meeting of its gen-
eral body on August 3,
putting forth a series of
demands, including set-
ting up an inquiry com-
mittee to examine the
cases of show cause no-
tices. A university offi-
cial, however, told PTI
on Tuesday that the
JTA does not have any
legal right to call a GBM
as its tenure ended in
May this year. Later in
the day, JTA president
Majid Jamil told PTI,
Our tenure will end in
November this year. We
are well within our
right to hold the GBM
and pass resolutions.
The tenure of JTA is for
two years and our term
will end in November.
At its general body
meeting, the JTA called
for the revocation of the
new leave rules.
The recently imple-
mented leave rules are
regressive and affect
teachers' participation
in various teaching, re-
search, extension ac-
tivities, the minutes of
the read.
The teachers' body
also called for the with-
drawal of special or-
ders that were issued
during the COVID-19
pandemic.
A regular Academic
Calendar with two
months of summer
breaks (16 May to 15
July) and winter break
(24 December to 15 Jan-
uary) should be re-
leased, it said.
Hostels and canteens
on the campus should
be opened with immedi-
ate effect as this will
promote the teaching-
learning process, it
added.
New Delhi (PTI): With
an eye on 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday for-
mally unveiled his Aam
Aadmi Party's national
ambition with the
launch of ‘Make India
No 1' campaign, saying
the country cannot be
left to those who have
been ruling till now if it
has to be developed.
At an event organ-
ised at Talkatora stadi-
um here, he proposed a
five-point vision for
good governance and
said he would travel
across the country to
rally support for the
cause.
The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) national con-
venor termed the cam-
paign a “national mis-
sion” and appealed to
the masses to join it to
realise the long-cher-
ished dream of India
becoming the best in
the world and figuring
in the list of the devel-
oped countries.
He said those from
the BJP, Congress and
any other political par-
ty can also join it as it is
apolitical in nature,
even as he blamed the
parties in power, with-
out taking names, for
the slow progress of In-
dia since Independ-
ence. In the past 75
years, they did nothing
other than filling their
homes and that of their
friends with wealth, he
charged.
“If we leave this
country with these par-
ties and leaders, we will
go back by another sev-
enty-five years. Some of
them (leaders) live for
their family while oth-
ers for friends. Some-
one has to indulge in
corruption while some
others have to plunder
the country,” he said.
In his address, Kejri-
wal said to make India
number one in the
world, public funds will
have to be utilised in en-
suring free and quality
education for every
child, free and good
medical treatment for
every citizen, employ-
ment for youth, equal
rights and dignity to
women and fair price to
farmers for their pro-
duce.
Riding high on its
stupendous victory in
Punjab polls, the AAP
has reorganised and ac-
tivated its units in most
of the states seeking to
expand its foothold.
Those from the BJP, Congress
and any other political party
can also join it as it is apolitical
in nature
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal waves a national flag during
the launch of ‘Make India No. 1’ mission, at Talkatora Stadium.
Kejriwal unveils AAP’s national
ambition, party to rally across India
HIGHLIGHT
New Delhi (PTI):
Amid a spike in COV-
ID-19 cases in the na-
tional capital, there
has been a nearly two-
fold increase in hospi-
talisations in over a
fortnight, with offi-
cials saying those
with comorbidities
are getting admitted
to hospitals.
Even though the
rise in infections and
hospitalisations is not
yet alarming, experts
have reiterated the
need to wear masks
and follow Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour.
Of the 9,405 availa-
ble beds for coronavi-
rus patients in Delhi,
307 (3.26 per cent) were
occupied on August 1.
The occupancy rate
was 3.75 per cent on
August 2 and four per
cent the day after. It
kept on rising on most
days thereafter and
stood at 6.24 per cent
on August 16.
The bed occupancy
rate was five per cent
on August 6 and 5.97
per cent on August 11.
The occupancy rate
was 6.13 per cent on
August 12 and de-
clined marginally to
5.99 per cent the next
day. It rose to 6.21 per
cent on August 14 and
stood at 6.31 per cent
on August 15. Dr Vikas
Maurya, Director and
HOD, Pulmonology,
Fortis Hospital Shali-
mar Bagh, said in the
last one week or so,
they are observing a
rise in hospital admis-
sions due to the viral
infection.
Delhi sees nearly
two-fold rise in
hospitalisations
z
z
z
z
z
z
IN NUMBERS
A complaint in
this regard was
lodged with the
Home Ministry
on February 10,
2020.
New Delhi (PTI): The
BJP-led Centre was
“secretly” trying to
give “permanent resi-
dence” to Rohingya
refugees in the nation-
al capital, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Wednesday
alleged, rejecting the
Union home ministry’s
claim that it was the
Delhi government’s
proposal.
He also said the Cen-
tre was in the morning
calling the move to shift
Rohingyas to EWS cat-
egory flats in the city as
its “achievement”, but
later started shifting
the blame on the Delhi
government after the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) opposed it
Without taking
names, Sisodia alleged
that the Delhi police
and some officials
had taken the decision
to provide the Rohing-
yas permanent resi-
dence in the city on
the instructions of
Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena and at the be-
hest of the Union gov-
ernment.
They were sending
the proposal to Saxena
for his approval with-
out bringing it to the
knowledge of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and the city
home minister, he
added.
Sisodia asserted
that the Kejriwal
dispensation will not
let this “conspiracy”
to illegally settle Roh-
ingyas in Delhi
succeed.
Centre was ‘secretly’ trying
to give permanent residence
to Rohingyas in Delhi:AAP
Jamia teachers’ body demands withdrawal
of leave rules, show cause notices issued
HIGHLIGHT
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New Delhi (PTI):
Buildings being con-
structed under the
Modi government’s am-
bitious Central Vista
redevelopment project
will have a robust fire
safety system in place,
with the Delhi Fire Ser-
vice giving its clear-
ance to seven proposals
in the last two years for
structural plans that
include a new prime
minister’s office and a
new Parliament build-
ing, officials said on
Wednesday
.
They said that the
stairwell pressurisa-
tion system, which is a
mechanical ventila-
tion, will also be in
place like a new Parlia-
ment building, a new
PMO building, amenity
block and common cen-
tral secretariat, besides
Rajpath. Most of the
buildings under the
Central Vista project
have been divided into
fire sub-compartments
having fire resistant
walls on all sides in-
cluding top and bot-
tom, which will help
them contain fire with-
in its origin, according
to fire safety officials.
Delhi Fire Service Di-
rector Atul Garg said
that the buildings un-
der the Central Vista
redevelopment project
will have a state-of-the-
art technology as far as
the fire safety is consid-
ered.
“We have tried to pro-
vide the best infrastruc-
ture for the fire safety
system. This is going to
have in-built fire safety
systems with a set up of
ahugefirecontrolroom
as well,” Garg told PTI.
The redevelopment
project of the Central
Vista — the nation’s
power corridor — en-
visages a new triangu-
lar Parliament build-
ing, a common central
secretariat,therevamp-
ing of the three-kilome-
tre-long Rajpath from
Vijay Chowk to India
Gate, a new prime min-
ister’s residence and a
prime minister’s office,
and a new vice presi-
dent’s enclave. The DFS
director also said that
all due precautions
have been taken with
reference to the fire
safety system of the
buildings. Officials said
that DFS’s recommen-
dations include an in-
ternal road for fire ten-
ders movement besides
provisions for a fire
check door for the pro-
tection of exits and
staircases.
SanjayKumarTomar,
Deputy Chief Fire Of-
ficer, said, the major
recommendations in-
clude a fire safety ar-
rangement, escape
route and means of ac-
cessing and exiting the
building in terms of
number, width, type
and arrangement of
sufficient exits.
The proposals were
cleared by the DFS after
the building designs
were presented for ap-
proval by the govern-
ment. Each of the seven
proposals consist of
plans for more than two
buildings which were
cleared between 2020-
2022. Tomar said that
various in-built fire-
fighting arrangements
havealsorecommended
to be installed in the
buildings such as a fire
exit, a hose reel, a wet
riser, hydrants, an auto-
matic sprinkler system,
internal hydrants and
yard hydrants, pump-
ing arrangements, and
captive water storage
for fire-fighting.
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi government has
fast-tracked its project to
beautify Tikri Kalan bor-
der entry point and con-
struct a huge gate there
with the tourism depart-
ment setting a deadline
of 10 months from now
to complete the work.
According to officials
of Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Develop-
ment Corporation
(DTTDC), the aim of the
project is to showcase
Delhi’s heritage and
beauty in a way that peo-
ple can witness the glory
of the city whenever
they enter the national
capital.
The beautification of
the road stretches will
include depiction of Del-
hi’s history, cultural her-
itage, and its evolution
over the years.
They said that bids for
awarding the work will
be floated soon and the
entire work will be over
in 10 months.
“We are about to float
tenders for the construc-
tion of Tikri Border gate
and beautify the stretch
at the border entry point.
We are hoping to start
the construction work
within two months at the
site. It will take nearly 10
months to complete the
entire work at Tikri bor-
der,” a senior DTTDC of-
ficial told PTI.
Historic events such
as Dandi March, monu-
ments like Rashtrapati
Bhavan, India Gate and
other popular tourist
hotspots will be show-
cased through sculp-
tures along the stretch at
Tikri border.
LED screens display-
ing temperature and pol-
lution will be installed
along the road.
Sculptures with deco-
rative plants and natural
greenery will also be in-
stalled near the entry
gate to make it aestheti-
cally appealing, the offi-
cial said.
The project involves
construction of a huge
entry gate at 12 border
points and beautifying
around 200 metres of
roads leading to the city
fromtheseborderpoints.
Officials said that in
the first phase only five
border points – Tikri Ka-
lan border, Anand Vihar,
Apsara border, Kapash-
era border, and Ghazipur
border – will be beauti-
fied.
The official said that
the Delhi Urban Arts
Commission (DUAC) has
given its nod to construct
an entry gate at Tikri
Border - one of the entry
points from Haryana to
Delhi - and beautify a
200-metre stretch there
depicting Delhi’s cultur-
al heritage and history.
Delhi Government fast-tracks beautification of Tikri Border
DELHI TOURISM AND TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
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The
beautification
of the
road stretches
will
include
depiction of
Delhi’s
history, cultural
heritage, and
its evolution
over the years.
PROJECT INCLUDES
New Delhi (PTI): The
Yamuna crossed the
warning mark of 204.5
metres in Delhi again
on Wednesday with
Haryana releasing
more water from the
Hathnikund barrage
amid rains in the upper
catchment areas, offi-
cials said.
The river had
breached the danger
mark of 205.33 metres
on Friday following
heavy rains in the up-
per catchment areas,
prompting authorities
to evacuate around
7,000 people from low-
lying areas. The water
level had receded below
the warning mark on
Monday and stood at
203.96 metres at 6 pm on
Tuesday
.
However, the water
level rose again and
crossed the warning
mark around midnight.
It stood at 204.89 metres
at 7 am on Wednesday,
the Delhi government's
flood control room said.
A forecast issued by
the Central Water Com-
mission said the river is
likely to rise to 205.25
metres by 9 pm and re-
main stable thereafter.
The IMD has said
widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy
falls is very likely over
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand over the
next two-three days.
The catchment of the
Yamuna river system
covers parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Delhi.
CENTRAL VISTA
Nod to 7 proposals on fire
safety for building projects
HIGHLIGHT
HIGHLIGHT
Yamuna crosses warning
level, likely to swell further
First India Bureau
Agra: As part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Inde-
pendence Day was cele-
brated at FH Medical Col-
lege. The national flag
was hoisted by Vice-
Chairman of College, Mo-
hammad Zeeshan at the
college sports ground.
Students of FH Medical
College, FH College of
Nursing, FH Paramedical
College and RB Pharma-
cy College participated in
the event with great en-
thusiasm. On this occa-
sion, Dr Rehan Farooq
remembered freedom
fighters who fought for
the country to attain free-
dom. Students also show-
cased their talent by mak-
ing a human chain.
Tricolour hoisted at FH
Tricolour hoisted at FH
Medical College on I-Day
Medical College on I-Day
New Delhi (PTI):
There are a total of
17,256 vacancies on
posts for direct recruit-
ment by various depart-
ments of the Delhi gov-
ernment, out of which
requisition has been
sent to hiring agencies
UPSC and Delhi Subor-
dinates Services Selec-
tion Board for filling up
10,980 posts, officials
said on Tuesday
.
The departments are
yet to send the requisi-
tion to the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) and the Delhi
Subordinates Services
Selection Board
(DSSSB) to fill up the
remaining 6,276 vacan-
cies in A, B and C group
services, they said.
The vacancies in dif-
ferent categories of ser-
vices at various depart-
ments include 1,518(A),
8,902(B) and 6,836(C).
Filling up the vacant
posts is a crucial exer-
cise for ensuring effi-
cient discharge of func-
tions of a department
and timely delivery of
public services.
The services depart-
ment, on the directions
of Chief Secretary (Del-
hi) Naresh Kumar, had
collected and collated
data of vacant direct re-
cruitment posts in all
categories in different
departments of the city
government.
Kumar, after taking
note of the vacancies,
had ordered that all de-
partments with vacant
direct recruitment
posts would send requi-
sitions within three
months for filling up
the posts to Delhi Sub-
ordinates Services Se-
lection Board /UPSC,
officials said. The heads
of departments will
furnish a certificate to
services department
within three months
that all the requisitions
have been made to the
recruitment agency,
said an order issued
earlier by the services
department.
New Delhi (PTI): The
DDA is planning a mini
draw of lots in Septem-
ber for waitlisted appli-
cants of its Special
Housing Scheme 2021
for flats in Dwarka, Nar-
ela, Rohini and Jasola
among other places, of-
ficials said.
The DDA, in Decem-
ber last year, had
launched the new spe-
cial housing scheme
with a little over 18,000
flats on offer. All units
were drawn from its old
inventory
.
In a public notice is-
sued on Tuesday, the
DDA said waitlisted ap-
plicants should deposit
the registration money
.
Paymentistobemade
via RTGS/NEFT mode,
and payment made
through any other mode
will not be enter-
tained, according to the
notice. The draw for the
allotment of flats, which
was live streamed for
generalpublic,wasdone
basedonRandomNum-
ber Generation System
and held under the su-
pervision of three inde-
pendent observers head-
ed by a retired judge of
high court and senior
officers of DDA.
17,256 vacancies on posts for direct recruitment: Officials
The vacancies in different
categories of services
include 1,518(A),
8,902(B) and 6,836(C).
DDA plans ‘mini draw’ of lots for
waitlisted applicants in September
Shimla (PTI): The
Aam Aadmi Party on
Wednesday promised
free and quality educa-
tion for Himachal
Pradesh students if it is
voted to power.
Giving five guaran-
tees, the party also said
all schools will be made
excellent on the lines of
Delhi, private ones will
not be allowed to hike
fee illegally, temporary
teachers will be regu-
larised, vacant posts of
teacher be filled and
they won't be given any
non-teaching work. The
announcements were
made in Shimla by Pun-
jabCMBhagwantMann
and Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Siso-
dia on behalf of party
supremo Arvind Kejri-
wal. The Aam Aadmi
Party
, which is trying to
make a foray into the
state's political land-
scape with the elec-
tions, is currently rul-
ing the neighbouring
Punjab and Delhi.
Himachal: AAP promises
free, quality education
REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE
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ports federa-
tions in India
have been poor-
ly managed and
have drawn the
ire of international bodies
and even the Supreme
Courtaftermattersreached
itsportals.In2019theBoard
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia was disbanded and a
Committee of Administra-
tors (CoA) appointed by the
Supreme Court to imple-
menttherecommendations
of Justice RM Lodha panel
to reform not just BCCI but
also state bodies. Led by the
former CAG Vinod Rai, the
CoAmanagedtostreamline
the BCCI’s affairs before
handing over charge to
elected members compris-
ing Jay Shah and Sourav
Ganguly
.
Fortunately
, cricket does
not have an international
body in cricket like FIFA,
the international Federa-
tion of Association Foot-
ball, to monitor working of
federations in soccer play-
ing countries and suspend
those without duly elected
bodies as has been done
with the Indian football
federation, AIFF.
In May this year the Su-
preme Court appointed
CoA headed Justice AR
Dave, a former judge of the
apex court to manage the
state of affairs of the All
India Football Federation
and carry out day to day
governance of the soccer
body
. It was a pro-tem ar-
rangement to facilitate
fresh elections. This well-
intentioned move to set the
AIFF’s house in order has
angered FIFA whose secre-
tary-general Fatma
Samoura suspended AIFF
with immediate effect for
violating FIFA statutes.
The suspension has cast
a shadow on the U-17 Wom-
en’s World Cup which is
scheduled to be held in In-
dia in October. But with the
Supreme Court directing
the Central Government to
take up the matter with
FIFA, the issue may get re-
solved soon.
FIFA AXE ON
INDIA’S SOCCER
FEDERATION
S
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
God promises to make something
good out of the storms that bring
devastation to your life.
—Bible
Nitin Gadkari @nitin_gadkari
Supporting The Tourism 
Hospitality Industry! The Union
Cabinet chaired by the PM Shri @
narendramodi Ji has approved the
enhancement in the limit of ECLGS
by Rs 50,000 crore from Rs. 4.5 Lakh crore to Rs. 5
Lakh crore. #CabinetDecisions
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia @JM_Scindia
Heartiest greetings to all the
devotees of the country on the birth
anniversary of Lord Balram ji! I pray
to Lord Balarama, an incarnation of
Sheshnag, for the happiness and
prosperity of the entire humanity.
TOP TWEETS
Fortunately, cricket
does not have an
international body in
cricket like FIFA, the
international Federation
of Association Football,
to monitor working of
federations in soccer playing
countries and suspend
those without duly elected
bodies as has been done
with the Indian football
federation, AIFF
ashmirfindsmentioninan-
cient texts of India and has
remained part of ancient
IndianEmpiresforagesbut
the Indo - Pak dispute
emerged after partition
when Pakistan sponsored
militia-invaded Kashmir in
September 1947. To save the
state from this invasion the
then ruler Maharaja Hari
Singh placed Kashmir un-
der the dominion of India
by executing an Instrument
of Accession on 27 October
1947. Later a UN brokered
cease-firecameintoeffectin
1948, a Line of Control
(LoC); a de facto border was
established separating In-
dianandPakistaniadminis-
tered regions of Kashmir.
Since then, India and Paki-
stan have fought three wars
in 1965, 1971 and 1999 over
Kashmir (in 1971, Kashmir
was perhaps the peripheral
issue) and they had been in-
volved in several skirmish-
esonbothsidesof LoC.Ten-
sionsbetweenthetwocoun-
tries escalated in the 1990s
after Pak sponsored terror-
ismtookadevilousshapein
Kashmir. As it stands India
holds60%of Kashmir,Paki-
stan has occupied 30% and
10% has been illegally ac-
ceded to China.
KASHMIR
The Modi- Shah plan of an-
nulment of Article 370 and
the formation of two new
unionterritoriesin2019has
triggered the change and
stabilising with time. The
concerted effort by team
Chinar Corps, other secu-
rity forces and local people
under the guidance of Lt
Governor has definitely
stimulated the change. The
government’s reconstruc-
tion plan for Kashmir with
an outlay of approximately
Rs 24,000 crore, in the fields
of infrastructure, educa-
tion,health,civilamenities,
industrial promotion, em-
ployment and income gen-
erationseemstobeworking
forgood.If oversixlactour-
ists pouring into valley
since 2021is an indication,
then definitely the valley is
witnessing winds of
change. There is a need to
consolidatethechangesand
someconstructiveeffortsto
encourage cross-border
trade, rein in the militants
by Pak, initiate tourism be-
tween Kashmir and Paki-
stan occupied Kashmir
(PoK) and establish proper
rulesof engagementinrela-
tion to conduct comprehen-
sivedialoguebetweenIndia
and Pakistan should pave
way for lasting peace in
Kashmir.
PAKISTAN-OCCUPIED
KASHMIR (PoK)
While India is implement-
ing several new projects in
Jammu and Kashmir to
meet the demands of the
post-Covid economy, PoK
on the other hand has suf-
fered many budgetary cuts
with the government fa-
vouring corrupt politi-
ciansaswellasChinamak-
ing inroads into the terri-
tory and using the land to
fulfil its own ambitions.
PoK has been under Pa-
kistan’s control for over
seven decades and is now
incrementallyfallingunder
China’s sphere of influ-
ence; India must carefully
evolve a prudent strategy
on PoK that could material-
ise into territorial claim on
theregionjustastherestof
the Jammu and Kashmir.
India needs to cogently
argueoutitspositiononPoK
byputtingoutacomprehen-
sive proclamation based on
documents like The Instru-
ment of Accession.
The Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir car-
ries a provision of 24 seats
in the state’s legislative as-
sembly for representatives
from PoK so why not a re-
think on allocating seats
for PoK in the Lok Sabha.
The Indian government
needs to address near com-
plete apathy of the Indian
media with respect to de-
velopments in PoK and
counter Pakistani media’s
obsession with Kashmir
with appropriate Indian
rebuttals. Exposing the
militant training camps in
PoK and diminishing the
malicious propaganda and
subversive activities un-
leashed by Pakistan.
In addition to the exist-
ing routes, India needs to
consciously insist on open-
ing up more points across
the LoC for movement of
people and goods, especial-
lytheKargil-Skarduroute.
Encouraging construc-
tive engagement between
PoK driven think-tanks,
academics and communi-
ties with those in India
will lead to cross-fertiliza-
tion of ideas and forge
partnership on significant
issues of mutual interest.
Chinese presence in PoK
and Gilgit-Baltistan fur-
ther limits India’s options
in Kashmir. The presence
of PLA soldiers in PoK will
deny Indian military the
comfort window in a two-
front war strategy propa-
gated by Pakistan. Worse,
once hostilities stop, China
will emerge as a more pow-
erful stakeholder for Kash-
mir resolution.
WAY FORWARD
Whilemeasurestodealwith
discontent within Kashmir
have been initiated, there is
a need for more innovative
measures to undercut Paki-
stan’s gross indulgence in
fanning the issue.
A robust and coherent
approach to reshape the
domestic as well as exter-
nal discourses on PoK to
pursue Indian claims in a
firm and consistent man-
ner. Indian agenda must
focus on empowerment
and Self-Rule political
package challenging Paki-
stan’s locus standi on in-
troducing changes in a
contested region of Gilgit
and Baltistan where peo-
ple have been denied their
basic political rights.
NeedtoexploitChinaPa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) placed under Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) by India by siting
the principle of territorial
sovereignty and integrity
to stake its claim on PoK
and this position was re-
scinded by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s reference
to the territory during his
Independence Day address
in August 2016.
There is greater need
than ever before to retrieve
the subject of PoK from
the backburner and bring
it head on during strategic
discussions and policy for-
mulations. The Instru-
ment of Accession, signed
in India’s favour by the
Maharaja of Kashmir in
October 1947, is the most
authentic and significant
legal backing, based on
which India must leverage
its claim not only on Jam-
mu  Kashmir but also
Pak occupied Kashmir.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
There is greater need than
ever before to retrieve the
subject of PoK from the
backburner and bring it
head on during strategic
discussions and policy
formulations. The
Instrument of Accession,
signed in India’s favour by
the Maharaja of Kashmir
in October 1947, is the most
authentic and significant
legal backing, based on
which India must leverage
its claim not only on
Jammu  Kashmir but also
Pak occupied Kashmir
K
75 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE
TIME TO CONSOLIDATE INDIA’S
POSITION ON KASHMIR  PoK
COL RAJESH
BHUKAR
The author has been Head Security
Rajasthan Operations of Cairn Energy
and DGM HR in Jindal Saw Ltd
THE BIG MODI-SHAH PLAN OF
ANNULMENT OF ARTICLE 370
The Modi- Shah plan of annulment of Article 370 and
the formation of two new union territories in 2019 has
triggered the change and
stabilising with time. The
concerted effort by team
Chinar Corps, other secu-
rity forces and local people
under the guidance of Lt
Governor has definitely
stimulated the change. The
government’s reconstruc-
tion plan for Kashmir with
an outlay of approximately
Rs 24,000 crore, in the
fields of infrastructure,
education, health, civil
amenities, industrial promotion, employment and income
generation seems to be working for good.
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New Delhi (PTI): Un-
ion labour minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Wednesday said that
Employees’ State Insur-
anceCorporation(ESIC)
is committed to serve
the poor “in a big way”.
Yadav chaired a
‘Chintan Shivir’ organ-
ised by ESIC at Sura-
jkund, Haryana on
Wednesday, a ministry
statement said.
While addressing the
participants, Yadav
said that the reforms in
ESIC service delivery
mechanism have start-
ed through a series of
pro-worker initiatives
and the ESIC is commit-
ted to serve the poor in
a big way
.
He exhorted ESIC to
focus on fulfilling PM’s
vision of ‘Swasthya Se
Samridhi’ by bridging
the gap between policy
and execution, working
towards the collective
goal of welfare of poor
and through capacity
building at individual
and institutional level.
Earlier in the day,
Rameswar Teli, minis-
ter of state for labour 
employment, petrole-
um  natural gas, inau-
gurated ‘Chintan Shi-
vir’, a first of its kind in
the history of ESIC or-
ganisation.
During his inaugural
speech, Teli sought for
wider public awareness
about government ini-
tiativesandESIscheme.
The topics of discus-
sion at the ESIC ‘Chin-
tan Shivir’ include ex-
pansion in ESI cover-
age, expansion of medi-
cal education, capacity
building and motiva-
tion, key to healthcare
improvement, ESIC-
ESIS coordination and
co-operation, and pre-
ventive health and oc-
cupational diseases.
ESIC committed to serve poor, says Yadav
‘IN A BIG WAY’
Union labour minister Bhupender Yadav.
Fourroundsofconsultations
wereheldwithAzad:Cong
New Delhi (ANI): After
Ghulam Nabi Azad quit
as the campaign com-
mittee Chairman hours
after his appointment,
sources in the Congress
claimed that the party
had held extensive con-
sultations with him on
every committee.
Four rounds of con-
sultations were done by
the party with Azad and
the last round was held
on July 14.
Congress sources
claimed that when
Saifuddin Soz was the
state Congress presi-
dent, Ghulam Nabi
Azad was the campaign
committee chief of the
Party in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Senior Congress lead-
erGhulamNabiAzadon
Tuesday quit as the JK
campaign committee
head after being named
by the party
. He has con-
veyed his decision to the
party leadership, sourc-
es close to him said.
However, there was no
officialwordfromeither
side.
Azad’s resignation
hascomeasasurpriseto
many in the party as it
was considered that he
was consulted in the key
appointments and was
active in party forums.
Nearly weeks after resigning from Cong, Naresh Raval  Raju Parmar joined BJP
PLAINT AGAINST KHARGE’S SON FOR
‘BRIBE  COUCH GOVT’ REMARK
Karnataka: The women’s
wing of the AAP on Tues-
day filed a complaint with
the K’taka State Women’s
Commission, seeking
action against Cong MLA
Priyank Kharge over his
lewd remark that women
seeking govt jobs in the
BJP-ruled state have to
give sexual favours. “MLA
Priyank Kharge has spoken
out against women during
an event in Kalaburagi on
Aug 12,” Kushala Swamy,
AAP’s Bengaluru women’s
wing president, told report-
ers here. “This is a bribe-
based govt (BJP)  young
boys who want jobs and
want to get a job, must pay
a fee. He is making a sexist
statement that girls must
go to bed if they need
work. This is a derogatory
comment to job-seeking
and employed women, 
the Women’s Commission
should take strict action,”
she added.
SOLAR SCAM ACCUSED RAPE
CASE: CBI QUESTIONS VENUGOPAL
New Delhi: The CBI, questioned Cong leader K.C.
Venugopal in connection with the alleged sexual
exploitation of the prime accused in the 2012 Solar
scam case of Kerala.As per the CBI sources, he was
questioned last week. However, the probe agency
has not made any official statement in this regard.
The prime accused, who allegedly cheated innocent
people by promising solar solutions
and shares in solar energy projects,
in 2013 had written to the top
Kerala cop alleging that she was
sexually exploited by then MLA
and now MP Hibi Eden, K.C.
Venugopal, former CM Oommen
Chandy, former minister A.P.
Anil Kumar, Congress MP
Adoor Prakash, and
BJP leader A.P.
Abdullah Kutty.
Shimla: The Congress has removed HPCC working
president Pawan Kajal amid speculation that he may
join the BJP. Rumours are doing the rounds that
Kangra MLA Pawan Kajal is expected to join the BJP
on Wednesday. The Cong high command late on
Tuesday announced the removal of Pawan Kajal from
the post of HPCC working president. AICC
general secretary K.C. Venugopal on
Tuesday shot off a letter to the
Congress’ Himachal unit saying
Pawan Kajal has been removed
as HPCC working president and
Chander Kumar has been ap-
pointed the working president.
Meanwhile, Himachal Pradesh
CM Jai Ram Thakur and BJP
state prez Suresh Kashyap on
Tuesday evening left
for Delhi.
CONG REMOVES HPCC WORKING
PREZ KAJAL; PAWAN JOINS BJP
Sack new state law
min: Modi to Nitish
New Delhi (ANI):
After reports of a war-
rant against Bihar’s
new law minister Kar-
tikeya Singh emerged,
Bihar BJP Rajya Sab-
ha MP and Former
Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Modi on
Wednesday demanded
the Nitish-Kumar gov-
ernment, to show
courage and sack his
minister with immedi-
ate effect
“How can a person
like Kartikeya Singh
be made Minister who
had to surrender be-
fore Court on August
16, Tuesday? How was
he made to take an
oath as Law Minister
in Bihar? If the Chief
Minister of Bihar, Nit-
ish Kumar has the
courage, then he
should sack him im-
mediately, who is MLA
of RJD,” BJP’s Sushil
Modi told ANI.
“In the swearing-in
ceremony in Raj
Bhavan, Patna yester-
day, an RJD MLA has
been made law minis-
ter. Singh have been
booked for kidnapping
in 2014 and he has also
accepted in his affida-
vit and in that case,
the court had issued
the warrant. He (Sin-
gh) had to surrender
before the court on Au-
gust 16, but instead of
surrendering, he took
oath as Law Minister,”
he said.
SINGH’S INDUCTION
RETURN OF ‘JUNGLE
RAJ’, SAYS BJP
‘MODI KO HATANA
HAI’: LALU PRASAD’S
FIRST COMMENT
New Delhi: RJD chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav has
hit out at the Centre and
called it a ‘dictatorial’
government. When asked
about the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, Lalu said, “We have
to oust the dictatorial gov-
ernment. Hatana hai, Modi
ko hatana hai.” When
asked about BJP MP
Sushil Modi’s allegations
after the new govt came
to power in Bihar, Lalu
added, “Sushil Modi is a
liar. It’s all wrong.”
72% BIHAR MINISTERS HAVE DECLARED
CRIMINAL CASES AGAINST THEM: ADR
New Delhi: More than 70 pc of the newly sworn-in
ministers in Bihar have declared criminal cases against
themselves, the poll rights body ADR said. CM Nitish
Kumar and Deputy CM Yadav also have cases regis-
tered against them. Kumar, who recently severed ties
with the BJP and joined hands with the RJD to form
the govt in Bihar, expanded his new cabinet on Tuesday
by inducting 31 new ministers. Kumar  Deputy CM
Yadav had been sworn in earlier on Aug 10.
IN THE COURTYARD AIADMK’s
bitter days are
over, says OPS
Chennai: AIADMK’s
bitter days are over and
it’s spring once more,
mentioned former Ta-
mil Nadu CM O Pan-
neerselvam on Wednes-
day welcoming the Ma-
dras excessive court
docket verdict ordering
upkeep of establish-
ment as on June 23 in
the affairs of the cele-
bration. The court dock-
et order has introduced
OPS again as celebra-
tion coordinator.
In an announcement,
OPS mentioned the uni-
ty of the AIADMK could
be established and the
celebration would stride
on the trail of victory
. “I
believed in dharma, the
courts, the AIADMK
cadre and the folks of
TN, who believed that
justice was on my as-
pect. Now the darkish
days of the AIADMK
have come to an finish,’’
said Panneerselvam.
JHARKHAND MLAs ARRESTED WITH RS 49
LAKH IN CASH GRANTED INTERIM BAIL
‘IF PROVOCATIVE DRESS,SEXUAL HARASSMENT WON’T STAND’
Kerala: Kerala Court on
Wednesday observed that
Section 354 A of the IPC
will not prima facie be
attracted if a woman was
wearing “sexually pro-
vocative” dress. The order
was issued by Kozhikode
Sessions Court while
granting bail to 74-year-
old social activist Civic
Chandran in sexual har-
assment case. The court
order read, “The photo-
graphs produced along
with the bail application by
the accused would reveal
that the defacto complain-
ant herself is wearing a
dress which is sexually
provocative. So Section
354A will not prima facie
stand against the accused.
Even admitting that there
was physical contact it
is impossible to believe
that a man aged 74 and
physically disabled can
forcefully put the defacto
complainant in his lap.”
VIVO: HC ALLOWS
FIRMS TO OPERATE
BANK ACCOUNTS
ALLEGATIONS
IN MEDIA ARE
BASELESS:
RANA AYYUB
New Delhi: The Delhi
HC on Wednesday al-
lowed a batch of peti-
tions seeking de-freezing
of their bank accounts
and permission to oper-
ate. These petitions were
moved in a money laun-
dering case connected
with Vivo Mobile India
Private Limited.
New Delhi:
Journalist Rana
Ayyub moved HC
on Wednesday
against the attach-
ment of funds by
ED.The plea stated
that Provisional
Attachment Order
dated 04.02.2022
has lapsed and
ceases to exist upon
expiry of 180 days
from the date of the
Order, and that the
proceedings before
the Adjudicating
Authority, PMLA,
2002, are no longer
maintainable as
the Authority is
rendered functus
officio.
Kolkata: The Calcutta HC
on Wednesday granted
interim bail to three
Jharkhand MLAs arrested
by West Bengal Police
in Howrah district after
nearly Rs 49 lakh in cash
were seized from a car
they were travelling in.
The three Congress MLAs
— Irfan Ansari, Rajesh
Kachchap and Naman
Bixal Kongari — were ar-
rested after their car was
intercepted on NH 16 at
Panchla in Howrah.
DO NOT MISLEAD PUBLIC BY SAYING MORE
THAN WHAT IS ‘OFFICIAL’: HC TO RAMDEV
SC STAYS PROCEEDINGS BEFORE J’KHAND
HIGH COURT AGAINST CM HEMANT SOREN
New Delhi: The HC,
while dealing with a suit
related to Baba Ramdev’s
Patanjali ‘Coronil’, ob-
served that the public at
large must not be misled
by making statements
against allopathy. “You
are welcome to have your
followers, you’re welcome
to have your disciples.
But please do not mislead
the public at large by
saying what is more than
what the official,” Justice
Anup J. Bhambhani orally
remarked.
New Delhi: The SC on
Wednesday reserved its
judgement on separate
pleas of the Jharkhand
govt and CM Hemant
Soren against an order of
the HC that accepted the
maintainability of a PIL
for a probe against the
JMM leader accused of
granting himself a mining
lease as the state’s mining
minister. A Bench of Jus-
tices UU Lalit, SR Bhat, 
Sudhanshu Dhulia heard
the arguments of the
counsels for the parties.
PM Modi invites ideas and inputs for
Mann Ki Baat scheduled for August 28
New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has invited
people to share their
ideas and inputs for an
upcoming episode of
Mann ki Baat. The ide-
as can be shared on My-
Gov, Namo App, or dial
the number 1800-11-
7800 to record the mes-
sage, the PM’s Office
stated.
Sharing MyGov invi-
tation, the PM tweeted,
“Looking forward to
ideas and inputs for the
upcoming#MannKiBaat
programme on 28th Au-
gust. Write on MyGov
or the NaMo App. Alter-
natively, record a mes-
sage by dialling 1800-11-
7800
It further stated that
one can also give a
missed call on 1922 and
follow the link received
in SMS to directly give
your suggestions to the
Prime Minister.
BJP LAUNCHES ‘DESH
KI BADLI SOCH’
PM MODI  FRENCH PRESIDENT MACRON
DISCUSS GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGES
New Delhi: The BJP has
launched a campaign ‘Desh
ki Badli Soch’ to project PM
Modi in a favourable light by
comparing his Independence
Day speeches with those of
his Congress predecessors.
On Tuesday night, the party
shared on its Twitter handle
many graphics quoting parts
of speeches made by Modi
and his predecessors.
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
French President Emmanuel
Macron on August 16, 2022
reviewed ongoing bilateral
initiatives, including defence
collaboration projects and
cooperation in civil nuclear
energy. During their tele-
phonic conversation, they
also discussed important
geopolitical challenges,
including those related to
global food security, a state-
ment issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office said.
Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
The success of Aspi-
rational Districts on
various parameters -
be it health, nutrition,
education or exports
- is heartening. Glad
to see the lives of
lakhs get transformed
due to Aspirational
Districts program.
PM Narendra Modi arrives for a screening of historical series on
Swaraj, at Parliament House Complex in New Delhi, Wednesday.
Former Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Modi
CONGRESS CRISIS
Ghulam Nabi Azad
—PHOTO BY PTI
New Delhi: A day after
the Bihar ministers were
assigned portfolios and
RJD MP Kartikeya Singh
took oath as the state’s new
law minister, BJP slammed
the Nitish Kumar-led
state govt over Singh’s
induction and demanded
to sack the minister on
immediate basis. Calling
the move the beginning of
‘Jungle Raj’, Union Minis-
ter RK Singh said that he’s
ashamed of the state of
affairs in the region.
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India home to 18 of 20 cities with highest rise in PM 2.5
New Delhi (PTI): In-
dia is home to 18 of the
20 cities with the most
severe increase in fine
particle pollutants (PM
2.5) from 2010 to 2019,
according to a compre-
hensive and detailed
analysis of air pollu-
tion and global health
effects for over 7,000
cities released on
Wednesday
.
The new report also
shows that Delhi has
highest average fine
PM 2.5 among world’s
most populated cities.It
was published by the
US-based research or-
ganisation Health Ef-
fects Institute (HEI) on
Wednesday
.  The report
‘
Air Quality and Health
in Cities’, used data
from 2010 to 2019 and
focused on two of the
most harmful pollut-
ants -- fine particulate
matter (PM2.5) and ni-
trogen dioxide (NO2).
It combined ground-
based air quality data
with satellites and mod-
els to produce air qual-
ity estimates for cities
around the world. “Of
7,239 cities, India is
home to 18 of the 20 cit-
ies with the most severe
increaseinPM2.5pollu-
tion from 2010 to 2019.
The other two cities are
in Indonesia,” the au-
thors of the study said.
“Of 50 cities with
most severe increase in
PM2.5, 41 are in India
and 9 in Indonesia. On
the other hand, of the
20 cities with the great-
est decrease in PM2.5
pollution from 2010 to
2019, all are in China,”
they said. India and In-
donesia have seen the
most severe increase in
PM2.5 pollution, where-
as China has seen the
greatestimprovements.
1.7 million deaths
linked to PM 2.5 
The authors noted
that in 2019, 1.7 million
deaths linked to PM2.5
exposure occurred in
the 7,239 cities included
in the analysis, with cit-
ies in Asia, Africa, and
Eastern and Central
Europe seeing the
greatest health im-
pacts. They zoomed in
to the most populous
cities in each region
i.E. A subset of 103 cit-
ies across 21 regions.
Among the most popu-
lous cities in each re-
gion, Delhi and Kolka-
ta featured in top 10
with the highest PM2.5-
related disease burden
in 2019.
The report published by Health Effects
Institute (HEI) shows Delhi has highest
average level of fine PM 2.5 among the
world’s most populated cities
‘Indiasuppliesnearly60% of
vaccines used worldwide’
India double dosing citizens, produced Covid vax even during lockdown: Sitharaman
New Delhi (PTI): Fi-
nance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman on
Wednesday said nearly
60% of all the vaccines
used in the world are
produced in India and
over the decades, the
country has made re-
markable contribution
to vaccinating the
world. India today is
double dosing every
citizen and produced
Covid-19 vaccines even
during the lockdown pe-
riod, she added.
Launching the book ‘In-
dia’s Vaccine Growth
Story’ by Sajjan Singh
Yadav, Additional Sec-
retary, Expenditure De-
partment, Sitharaman
said it is in the coun-
try’s DNA to be able to
contribute to world vac-
cination. “Over the dec-
ades India has made
remarkable contribu-
tion. Nearly 60 per cent
of all the vaccines
which are used in the
world are produced in
India. India has singu-
lar contribution to
make to the world in
terms of vaccination
and that which is being
produced and supplied
to the entire world,” Si-
tharaman said.
She said that is not
easy to produce and ex-
ecute COVID vaccina-
tion at that scale. India
crossed 200 crore Covid
vaccinations in a time-
bound manner. So far,
208.57 crore doses have
been administered.
Firstportalonarrested
narco offenders starts
New Delhi (PTI): A
first-of-its kind data-
base of arrested nar-
cotics offenders has
been made operation-
al for use by various
central and state pros-
ecution agencies
tasked to enforce anti-
drugs laws in the
country
, officials said.
The portal-
-NIDAAN or the Na-
tional IntegratedData-
base on Arrested Nar-
co-offenders--has been
developed by the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau.
It is part of the nar-
cotics coordination
mechanism (NCORD)
portal launched by
Home Minister Amit
Shah on July 30 in
Chandigarh at the na-
tional conference on
‘Drug trafficking
and national securi-
ty’. The ICJS, an ini-
tiative of the Supreme
Court e-committee,
was created to enable
seamless transfer of
data among different
pillars of the criminal
justice system, like
courts, police, jails
and forensic science
laboratories, from one
platform.
“NIDAAN is a one-
stop solution for all
narcotics offenders’
related data and will
help probe agencies as
an effective tool to con-
nect the dots,” NCB
DG SN Pradhan said.
NIDAAN PLATFORM
	
z NIDAAN sources
data from the ICJS
(inter-operable
criminal justice sys-
tem) and e-Prisons
(a cloud-based app)
repository and it is
planned to integrate
it with the crime and
criminal tracking
network system.
	
z NIDAAN hosts
data about those
arrested  jailed for
drugs offences and
those “directly or
indirectly involved
in produce, manu-
facture, possession,
sales, purchase,
transport, storing,
usage of narcotivcs.
NOC TO TWIN
TOWERS: FIRE
OFFICERS BOOKED
INDIA LOGS 9,062
CASES IN 24
HOURS
FIVE KEDARNATH
CHOPPER
OPERATORS FINED
NTA CANCELS
PHASE 4 EXAM AT
A FEW CENTRES
AIRLINES TO BE
STRICT ON
MASKING
SIX OF FAMILY
FOUND DEAD IN
JAMMU
Noida: An FIR was
registered against three
Chief Fire Officers,
namely Mahavir Singh,
Rajpal Tyagi and IS
Soni, who gave fire No
Objection Certificate
(NoC) in the Noida
Supertech twin towers
demolition case. Action
was taken on the report
of the inquiry commit-
tee constituted under
DIG of Fire Service.
New Delhi: In last 24
hours, India registered
9,062 new cases of
Covid-19. According to
Union Health Ministry,
the entire recovery rate
was about 98.56 per-
cent, with a total recov-
ery data of 4,36,54,064.
Overall active COVID-19
cases has dropped to
1,05,058, according
to statistics from the
health ministry.
New Delhi: Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has imposed a
fine of Rs 5 lakh each to
five helicopter opera-
tors carrying pilgrims
to Kedarnath shrine for
flouting safety rules and
not maintaining proper
flying records. The reg-
ulator also suspended
officials from two other
operators for three
months.
New Delhi: The fourth
phase of CUET UG
kicked off on Wednes-
day, with some centres
reporting technical
snags leading to exam
cancellation. The morn-
ing slot was cancelled
at Guru Hargobind
Institute of Manage-
ment and Information
Technology, Delhi, Asia
Pacific Institute, Jasola
(Delhi) among others.
New Delhi: DGCA
has asked airlines to
ensure follow-up of
Covid-19 protocols
urging them to ensure
all passengers wear
face masks throughout
the flight. Also, it said
if a passenger showed
disagreement to comply
with Covid-19 proto-
cols, strict actions will
be taken against the
passenger.
Jammu: Six members
of a family were found
dead in two houses
under mysterious
circumstances in Tawi
Vihar area of Sidhra
here, said the police
adding it appeared to
be a case of poisoning.
The deceased were
identified as Noor ul
Habib, Sajad Ahmed
Sakina Begum, her
daughters and a son.
CRUCIAL READ
New Delhi: Tenure of Dr VG Somani as Drugs Con-
troller General of India has been extended. “It has been
decided with approval of the competent authority that
Dr Somani shall continue to hold the charge of the
post of Drug Controller of (India) under FR 49(v) for a
period of three months w.e.f 16.08.2022 or until fur-
ther orders, whichever is earlier,” ministry order said.
New Delhi: There has been a nearly two-fold
increase in hospitalisations in over a fortnight,
with officials saying those with comorbidities are
getting admitted to hospitals. Even though the rise
in infections and hospitalisations is not yet alarming,
experts have reiterated the need to wear masks.
DCGI CHIEF DR VENUGOPAL SOMANI’S
TENURE EXTENDED BY THREE MONTHS
DELHI SEES NEARLY TWO-FOLD RISE IN
HOSPITALISATIONS IN A FORTNIGHT
New Delhi (PTI): The
Centre sacked three
Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF)
commandos engaged in
the security of National
Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval over the se-
curity breach incident
that happened in Febru-
ary this year, sources
said. According to
sources, the govern-
ment has also trans-
ferred a DIG and com-
mandant rank officer
associated with VIP se-
curity of Doval. In Feb-
ruary, a security breach
was reported at the
residence of Ajit Doval
after a man tried to en-
ter the premises. He
was stopped by security
personnel and later ar-
rested by Delhi Police.
A red-coloured SUV
,
being driven by the
man, tried to enter the
gate of Doval’s high-se-
curity central Delhi
residence, sources said.
Doval security lapse:
Commandos sacked
Flood situation
in Odisha
remains grim
Bhubaneswar:  The
flood situation in Odis-
ha’s Mahanadi river
system remained grim
as it continues to swell,
with around 1.5 lakh
people in 237 villages
being marooned, an of-
ficial said. The first
flood of the season has
affected over two lakh
people in 10 districts.
LG shoulders mortal
remains of ITBP men
Srinagar: Jammu and
Kashmir’s Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha lent a
shoulder to carry the
mortal remains of the
ITBP jawans killed in
the Pahalgam bus acci-
dent. At least seven
troopers of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) were killed and
over 30 others were in-
jured after a bus carry-
ing them fell into a river
in the Pahalgam area of
Jammu and Kashmir.
The bus was carrying
39 personnel.
Vice Prez visits site
of new Parliament
building in Delhi
New Delhi (PTI): Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Wednes-
day visited the site of
the new Parliament
building along with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla.
The government had
recently told Lok Sabha
that 70% of the physical
work on the new Parlia-
ment building is over
and is targeted to be
completed in Nov, 2022.
Govt officials have
said that Parliament’s
Winter session in 2022
will be held in the new
building.
LG Manoj Sinha lending a shoulder to the coffin of a personnel.
A flooded street in Odisha town
IN BAD SHAPE
Residents in India,
Nigeria, Peru, and
Bangladesh are
exposed to PM2.5
levels that are
several-fold higher
than global average.
Only four of these
cities, and none in
India, met the WHO
annual PM2.5 Air
Quality Guideline of
5 microgrammes.
Delhi has highest average fine PM 2.5 among world’s most populated cities.
UnionFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanspeaksattheInternational
launch of the book titled ‘India’s Vaccine Growth Story’ by Dr. Sajjan
Singh Yadav, in New Delhi on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Sabarimala (Agen-
cies): The famous Lord
Ayyappa Temple here
witnessed heavy rush
of devotees today as it
was opened for spe-
cial pujas and rituals
to mark the beginning
of the auspicious
Malayalam month of
Chingam.
The officials of the
Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB), the top
temple body which
manages the temple,
here said thousands of
people thronged the hill
shrine since early
morning to have a
glimpse of the deity on
the auspicious day
.
The ‘sannidhanam’,
the temple premises, re-
verberated with the
holy Ayyappa chants as
soon as Melsanthi
(chief priest) N Para-
meshwaran Nam-
boothiri opened the
portals of the sanctum
sanctorum and lit the
lamp under the guid-
ance of  tantri (head
priest) Kandari Rajee-
varu, they said.
Besides the custom-
ary pujas, “Laksharch-
ana”, a special ritual,
was also held at the
shrine. TDB president
K Ananthagopan, Saba-
rimala special commis-
sioner Manoj and other
board members were
among those who of-
fered prayers at the
shrine during the early
hours.
According to temple
sources, the devotees
were allowed to trek the
holy hills and climb the
18 sacred steps to offer
prayers before the main
deity-Lord Ayyappa
since last evening.
The shrine would re-
main open for five days
till August 21.
Thousands pray at Ayyappa Temple
SABARIMALA SWAMPED
Heavy rush of devotees at Lord Ayyappa Temple.
Guwahati (PTI): After
a gap of almost two
years, protests against
the controversial Citi-
zenship (Amendment)
Act,orCAA,returnedto
theNortheast.Whilethe
All Assam Students Un-
ion (AASU) organised a
protest meet against
CAA, the North East
Students’ Organisation
(NESO) held protests
against the contentious
act across the entire re-
gion. The police, how-
ever, prevented AASU
activists from bringing
out a protest rally today
.
Protests against
CAA start in NE
after 2-year gap
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 52,340.00 53.00 0.10 (Per 10g)
SILVER 57,957.00 256.00 0.44 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 79.45 0.29 0.27
GBPINR 96.1181 0.6590 0.6904
CURRENCIES
Govt projects record foodgrain production
New Delhi (PTI): India’s
wheat production is pro-
jected to have declined
nearly 3% to 106.84 million
tonnes while the overall
foodgrain production is es-
timated to have touched
record315.72milliontonnes
in the 2021-22 crop year.
The wheat production is
estimated to have declined
due to heatwave that re-
sulted in shrivelled grains
in the northern states of
Punjab and Haryana.
Releasing the fourth ad-
vance estimate for the 2021-
22 crop year, the Union ag-
riculture ministry on
Wednesday said a record
output is also estimated for
rice, maize, gram, pulses,
rapeseed and mustard, oil-
seeds and sugarcane. The
crop year 2021-22 was from
July 2021 to June 2022.
The country’s overall
foodgrain production is es-
timated to be record 315.72
million tonnes in the crop
year that ended in June
2022, according to the min-
istry
. Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
said record production of
so many crops was the re-
sult of the government’s
farmer-friendly policies as
well as tireless hard work
of the farmers and the dili-
gence of the scientists.
IN 2021-22 CROP YEAR
PRODUCTION
IN NUMBERS
 The country’s foodgrain
output, comprising wheat,
rice, pulses and coarse
cereals, stood at record
310.74 million tonnes.
 Wheat production is
pegged lower at 106.84
million tonnes.
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on
Wednesday slipped `53
to `52,340 per 10 grams
amid a decline in interna-
tional precious metal
prices and rupee appreci-
ation, according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous
trade, the yellow metal
had closed at `52,393 per
10 grams. Silver also de-
clined `256 to `57,957
per kg from `58,213 per
kg in the previous trade.
In the international mar-
ket, gold was quoting
lower at $1,772 per ounce
while silver was flat at
$19.96 per ounce.
—PTI
New Delhi: The govern-
ment will set up expert
groups to explore the
adoption of common
chargers for mobile and
all portable electronic de-
vices and submit a de-
tailed report in two
months. Emerging out of
the meeting with industry
stakeholders, the secre-
tary said India can initially
think of exploring shifting
to two types of chargers,
including a C-Type port.
Each stakeholder has a
different perspective and
expert groups will be
formed to examine sepa-
rately those issues. —PTI
GOVT TO SET UP
EXPERT GROUPS TO
EXPLORE ADOPTION
GOLD SLIPS `53;
SILVER PRICES
DECLINES BY `256
New Delhi: Capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi has
restructured its advisory
committee on Investor
Protection and Education
Fund (IPEF). The panel is
mandated to recommend
investor education and
protection activities that
may be undertaken di-
rectly by the markets reg-
ulator, or through any
other agency, for utilisa-
tion of the Sebi Investor
Protection and Education
Fund. The eight-member
committee will be chaired
by Monika Halan. —PTI
SEBI REJIGS
ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ON IPEF
Mumbai: Elevated ATF
prices and Rupee depre-
ciation are likely to pose a
serious threat to the re-
covery process for do-
mestic carriers, ICRA
said. In India, ATF ac-
counts for around 45% of
the operational cost of an
airline. Besides, as much
as 35-50% of the airlines’
operating expenses are
US dollar driven. The rat-
ings agency also said the
removal of ceiling on air-
fares from August 31 will
help domestic airlines to
bring their ticket prices in
line with the supply-de-
mand dynamics. —PTI
ELEVATED ATF
PRICES LIKELY TO
POSE THREAT
*Rates till the edition went to print.
Sensex extends gains to
4th day, reclaims 60K mark
Mumbai (PTI): The BSE
Sensex maintained its win-
ning run for the fourth ses-
sion on the trot on Wednes-
daytoreclaimthe60,000-lev-
el after a gap of over four
months as investors re-
mained upbeat amid soften-
ing crude oil prices and per-
sistentforeignfund inflows.
A strengthening rupee
and positive Asian markets
further bolstered senti-
ment, traders said.
The 30-share BSE bench-
mark jumped 417.92 points
or0.70%tosettleat60,260.13
-- closing above the psycho-
logically key 60,000-mark
for the first time since
April 5 this year.
Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty spurted 119
points or 0.67% to finish at
17,944.25, marking its sev-
enth straight session of
gains. Bajaj Finserv was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, climbing 5.74%, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finance,
Bharti Airtel, Tech Mahin-
dra, HCL Technologies,
NTPC, HUL and Wipro.
On the other hand, Mahi-
ndra  Mahindra, UltraT-
ech Cement, Maruti, Tata
Steel, Kotak Bank, Power
Grid and Titan closed with
losses of up to 1.07%.
The market breadth was
positive, with 23 of the 30
Sensex constituents log-
ging gains. “Consistent
participation by FIIs is the
backbone of the current
rally in the domestic mar-
ket. This reversal in the FII
trend is owed to the resil-
ience showcased by the In-
dian economy even as infla-
tion continues to plague
the western markets.
“Declining commodity
and oil prices also instilled
confidence in foreign in-
vestors,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research.
In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge rose
0.64% and the smallcap in-
dex advanced 0.53%.
Sectorally, BSE telecom
jumped 1.80%, followed by
teck (1.13%), consumer du-
rables (1.10%), IT (1.04%)
and finance (0.90%).
STOCK MARKET ON WED
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee gained 29 paise to settle at 79.45
(provisional) against the US dollar on Wednesday as heavy
buying in domestic equities and persistent
foreign capital inflows strengthened inves-
tor sentiment. Besides, softening crude oil
prices and easing inflationary pressures
supported the domestic unit, forex traders
said. At the interbank forex market, the local
unit opened strong at 79.32 against the
greenback and witnessed an intra-day high
of 79.26 and a low of 79.48. It finally ended
at 79.45 against the American currency, registering a rise of 29
paise over its previous close of 79.74. The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.06% to 79.74.
` GAINS 29 PAISE TO CLOSE AT 79.45/$
MARKET
IN NUMBERS
 Sensex jumped 417.92
points or 0.70% to settle at
60,260.13 -- closing above
the 60,000-mark for the first
time since April 5 this year
 Nifty spurted 119 points to
finish at 17,944.25, marking
its 7th straight gain.
 Bajaj Finserv was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack.
Bangkok (PTI): The US
and some others may not
appreciate India buying
Russian oil, but they have
accepted it as New Delhi
has not been defensive
about its stand but made
them realise that the gov-
ernment had the moral
duty to ensure that the
people got the best deal,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar has said.
Jaishankar defended In-
dia's decision to buy dis-
counted Russian oil amid
Moscow's ongoing war
with Ukraine, saying many
suppliers of India have di-
verted their supplies to Eu-
rope, which is buying less
oil from Russia.
Oil prices are unreason-
ably high and so are the
gas prices. A lot of tradi-
tional suppliers to Asia are
diverting to Europe be-
cause Europe is buying less
oil from Russia, he said.
It is a situation today
where every country will
try to get the best deal pos-
sible for its citizens, to try
to cushion the impact of
these high energy prices.
And that is exactly what we
are doing, Jaishankar said
in response to a question.
He said India is not do-
ing it in a defensive way.
We are being very open
and honest about our inter-
ests. I have a country that
has a per capita income of
two thousand dollars.
These are not people who
can afford higher energy
prices, Jaishankar said.
He said it was the gov-
ernment's obligation and
moral duty to ensure that
the people in India get the
best deal.
‘Indianeverdefensive
about its stand on
buying Russian oil’
It is a situation today
where every country will
try to get the best deal
possible for its citizens.
And that is exactly what
we are doing.
—S Jaishankar,
External Affairs Minister
NO CHANGES IN RULES
FOR BOOKING TICKETS
FOR KIDS: RAILWAYS
New Delhi: The Railways on
Wednesday clarified that there
has been no change in the rule
concerning
booking of
tickets for
children
travelling
by train after news reports
claimed that those in the age
group of one to four years are
now being charged adult fares.
However, it said that in that
case, a separate berth or seat
shall not be provided. Passen-
gers can, however, purchase
tickets if they require berths/
seats for their children who
are below the age of 5 years.
In that case, the full adult fare
will be charged. —PTI
JETSTAR PASSENGERS
CAN NOW BOOK
INDIGO FLIGHTS SEATS
New Delhi: Passengers of
Australian low-cost airline
Jetstar can now book seats
on IndiGo
flights as
an interline
agreement
between
the carriers went live on
Wednesday, according to a
statement. “As demand for air
travel continues to recover,
Jetstar customers looking for
low-cost travel options can
now access IndiGo’s low fares
from Jetstar’s hub in Singa-
pore to key Indian destinations
including Bengaluru, Chennai,
Kolkata, Mumbai, New Delhi,
and Tiruchirappalli via jetstar.
Com,” the carriers said. —PTI
CABINET OKAYS 1.5% INTEREST SUBVENTION ON
SHORT-TERM AGRI LOANS OF UP TO `3 LAKH
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved interest
subvention of 1.5% on short-term agriculture loans of up to `3
lakh for all financial institutions, a
move aimed at ensuring adequate
credit flow in the farm sector. The
Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has approved
restoring interest subvention on
short-term agriculture loans of
1.5% for all financial institutions,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur said. —PTI
OTHER STORIES
New Delhi (PTI): India's
demand for petroleum
products like petrol and
diesel will grow by 7.73% in
2022, the fastest pace in the
world, an OPEC report
said. India's demand for oil
products is projected to
rise from 4.77 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) in 2021 to
5.14 million bpd in 2022.
The growth in demand is
the fastest in the world.
For 2023, the Organisa-
tion of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) pro-
jected a growth of 4.67% in
India's demand to 5.38%.
India is the world's third
largest oil importing and
consuming nation. The de-
mand for petroleum prod-
ucts in India is supported
by the healthy economic
growth of 7.1%, continuing
economic reopening amid
ease of COVID restrictions
and easing of trade-related
bottlenecks supporting
both mobility  industrial
sector activity
.
India’s oil
demand to rise
7.7% in 2022
New Delhi (PTI): Telecom
operator Bharti Airtel has
paid `8,312.4 crore to the
DoT towards dues for spec-
trum acquired in the re-
cently concluded 5G auc-
tions, the company said on
Wednesday
.
With the payment, Airtel
has paid four years of 2022
spectrum dues upfront.
Airtel said it believes
that this upfront payment,
coupled with the morato-
rium on spectrum dues and
AGR-related payments for
four years, will free
up future cash flows and al-
low Airtel to dedicate re-
sources to single-mindedly
concentrate on the 5G roll-
out. Bharti Airtel made a
successful bid of `43,039.63
crore.
This upfront payment
of 4 years allows us to drive
5G rollout in a concerted
manner given our operat-
ing free cash flow. Airtel
also has access to `15,740.5
crore in capital from the
rights issue, which is yet to
be called.
With the ideal spectrum
bank, best technology and
adequate free cash flow, we
are excited to bring to the
country a world-class 5G
experience, Bharti Airtel
MD and CEO Gopal Vittal
said in the statement.
The company had an op-
tion to pay `3,848.88 crore
upfront and the rest in 19
annual instalments.
Airtel pays `8,312.4 cr for 5G
New Delhi (PTI): Retail
businesses across India
continued to post healthy
growth over pre-pandemic
levels, registering an 18%
rise in July sales compared
to the same month in 2019,
Retailers Association of
India said on Wednesday
.
As per the latest busi-
ness survey by Retailers
Association of India (RAI),
the East India region saw
the highest year-on-year
growth of 25% last month,
followed by the south at
21%, north at 16% and west
at 10%. In terms of catego-
ries, sports goods clocked
the highest growth rate
with a 32% increase over
July 2019, followed by foot-
wear and furniture  fur-
nishing at 23% each.
Apparel and clothing
registered a 22% rise, while
quick service restaurants,
consumer durables and
electronics footwear posted
a growth of 17%.
Retailers report 18%
growth in sales in July
MAJOR
TALKING POINTS
 Airtel said it believes that
this upfront payment, coupled
with the moratorium on
spectrum dues and AGR-
related payments for four
years, will free up future cash
flows.
 Over the last one year, Airtel
said it has also cleared Rs
24,333.7 crore of its deferred
spectrum liabilities much
ahead of scheduled maturities.
 The company had an option
to pay `3,848.88 crore upfront
and the rest in 19 annual
instalments.
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The one single way to make life
beautiful is to live every single
moment with gratitude.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
Cuttack (PTI): The Ma-
hanadi, which has
caused misery for many
across several districts
of Odisha due to floods
in the wake of incessant
rainfall, has turned into
a tourist attraction for
some who are making a
beelinetoseethemighty
river in spate.
The situation is remi-
niscent of a popular
scene in the 2020 Oscar-
winning South Korean
film ‘Parasite’, where a
woman was talking over
phone about how last
night’s rain “was such a
blessing” as a chauffeur,
whose semi-basement
house was devastated by
the floods, drove the car.
Hundreds of people
thronged the Mundali,
Naraj, and Jobra bar-
rages in Cuttack district
over the past two days
and stood on the two
sides of its bridges, gaz-
ing at the Mahanadi,
which continued to
surge. Children, school-
children, couples and
women with babies in
arms were among the
people of all ages who
thronged the barrages.
They clicked photos and
videos of the river, and
also took selfies, while
some even sipped tea as
they stood by the river-
side. Police had a tough
time managing the traf-
fic, which moved at a
snail’s pace as people
parked their motorcy-
cles along the barrages.
The scene is the same in
several other bridges
overtheMahanadiinthe
state. This happens
whenevertheMahanadi,
parts of which remain
dry most of the season,
gets swollen. The river
has a length of 494 km
and a drainage area of
65,580 sq km in the state.
Amid deluge, swollen Mahanadi becomes tourist spot for some
TOURIST ATTRACTION
lll
Mahanadi,
which has
caused misery
for many across
several districts
of Odisha turned
into a tourist
attraction
Ahtesham Siddiqui
Lucknow: The Uttar
Pradesh government
has transferred 4 IAS
officers, in which the
Vice-Chairman of
Khurja Devel-
opment Au-
thority - IAS
Nisha - has
been pit on
APO.
Meanwhile,
DM Chan-
draprakash Singh,
serving as Collector of
Bulandshahr, has been
given additional charge
of VC Bulandshahr
Khurja Development
Authority. Apart from
this, IAS Gyaneshwar
Tripathi will handle
the charge of Special
Secretary, General Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment.
There is a dis-
cussion in the
corridors of
the bureau-
cracy that in
the transfer
of 4 IAS offic-
ers, DM Bu-
landshahr C P
Singh’s stature has
been increased, while
two IAS have lost their
chairs after complaints
were received against
them and one IAS has
been put on APO.
Chandig arh(PTI):
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant has approved
the setting up of an avia-
tion museum at the civil
aerodrome in Patiala.
Mann gave his nod to
the proposal given by
the Punjab State Civil
Aviation Council.
Mann said Punjab’s
century-old history of
operating in the civil
aviation sector needs to
be showcased for the
knowledge and educa-
tion of the coming gen-
erations. In a statement
here, the chief minister
said the proposed Pun-
jab Aviation Museum
will be established at the
civil aerodrome, in Pa-
tiala,addingthatitmust
exhibit the history and
artifacts of the aviation
sector in the state.
Besides replicas of
aircraft, photographs,
maps, models, dia-
grams, clothing and
equipment used by avia-
tors can also be dis-
played in this museum,
he said.
The CM said the up-
coming museum should
also have sets of peri-
odicals, technical manu-
als, photographs and
personal archives.
Guj ATS detains 6 men following
recovery of 225 kg mephedrone
UP GOVT SHIFTS FOUR
IAS, SIX PCS OFFICERS
Aviation
museum to
be set up in
Patiala
Bihar developments won’t impact LS polls
UP Deputy CM dismissed the possibility of
an opp alliance posing a challenge to BJP
Maurya, however, acknowledged Congress
could put up a fight against the BJP
1 2
Lucknow (PTI): Depu-
ty Chief Minister Kes-
hav Prasad Maurya said
the political develop-
mentsinBiharwillhave
“zero” impact on the
2024 general elections in
Uttar Pradesh and ex-
udedconfidencethatthe
BJP will wrest Congress
and SP bastions. He also
dismissed the possibili-
ty of an opposition alli-
ance posing a challenge
to the BJP, saying such
efforts in the past have
yielded no result.
Targeting Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar over his “vish-
wasghat” (betrayal)
with the BJP, Maurya
said that by joining
hands with the RJD
and the Congress in Bi-
har, he has positioned
himself in a difficult
situation.
JD(U) leader Kumar
took oath as Bihar chief
minister for a record
eighth time on August
10, a day after snapping
ties with the BJP-led
NDA and joining hands
with the RJD to form a
‘Mahagathbandhan’
government.
This was the second
time in eight years that
Kumar split with the
BJP. The political de-
velopments in Bihar
will have “zero impact”
on the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh,
Maurya told PTI in an
interview.
“UP and Bihar share
the border and a num-
ber of times, when there
was no alliance (of the
JDU) with the BJP (in
UP)... Nitish ji used all
his might and fielded
some candidates but
they forfeited their de-
posits,” he said.
Asked about the chal-
lenge from a proposed
opposition front to
counter the BJP, Mau-
rya said, “It happened
in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections when SP, BSP,
RLD and Congress
came together against
BJP. “In the 2022 state
polls, they contested
separately but there
was a tacit understand-
ing between them. De-
spite that, the BJP
emerged victorious
and formed the govern-
ment.”
He, however, ac-
knowledged that the
Congress could put up a
fight against the BJP in
the 2024 general elec-
tions. “Whatever little
challenge the BJP will
face across the country
in 2024, it will be from
the Congress,” he said.
Maurya asserted the
Samajwadi Party (SP)
and the Congress will
lose their strongholds
in the 2024 elections.
“Mark my words, be
it Kannauj, Azamgarh,
Rampur or Mainpuri,
the SP will be unable to
open its account in the
state this time,” he said.
“I am not making any
tall claims. We are as-
suming that they will
fight together... Even if
theygoitalone,theywill
have tacit understand-
ing and unity because
their aim is to stop the
BJP and Narendra Modi
(from coming to power).
“They know that if
Modi comes to power,
then the country will be
run honestly and their
politics will come to an
end,” he said.
He claimed that the
BJP will also win the
Rae Bareli constituency
,
which is currently held
by Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.
Rae Bareli is the lone
Lok Sabha seat held by
the Congress in Uttar
Pradesh. The party
failed to win either of
the five assembly seats
under the constituency
in the 2022 state polls.
In the June Lok Sab-
ha bypolls, the BJP
breached SP bastions
Azamgarh and Rampur,
delivering a blow to the
Akhilesh Yadav-led
party
.
z
z
z
z
MAURYA SAYS
Lucknow (PTI): All
transfers in Uttar
Pradesh will now be
done only after the ap-
proval of Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, an
order issued by Chief
Secretary Durga
Shankar Mishra said.
The state had recent-
ly witnessed a major
controversy over trans-
fers in the PWD, Health
and Jal Shakti Depart-
ments, leading to sus-
pension of senior offi-
cials. The chief secre-
tary’s order issued to all
additional chief secre-
taries, principal secre-
taries and secretaries
on Tuesday said the sea-
son of transfers ended
on June 30 and now
shifting of all employ-
ees will be done after
taking necessary per-
mission from the chief
minister.
According to the an-
nual transfer policy is-
sued on June 15, all
transfers at the district
and division-level were
to be done by June 30.
There had been a ma-
jor controversy in the
state’s PWD Depart-
ment headed by Minis-
ter Jitin Prasada over
the transfer of employ-
ees, leading to the re-
moval of his Officer on
Special Duty (OSD)
and suspension of five
senior department of-
ficials.
Shifting of officials
now only after CM’s
permission: UP govt
Thiruvananthapuram
(PTI): Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Wednesday
launched the LDF gov-
ernment’s own e-taxi
service app -- named
‘Kerala Savari’ -- which
is considered to be the
first such initiative by
any state in the country
.
Vijayan also flagged
off, at the app launch
event, the auto-rick-
shaws which would be
operatingunderthenew
online taxi hiring ser-
vice that has been rolled
out by the state Labour
Department.
Under the new initia-
tive, the objective is to
link the existing au-
torickshaw-taxi net-
works in Kerala with an
aim to ensure safe and
dispute-free travel for
the public at affordable
rates prevailing in the
state. It is also envisaged
as a helping hand to the
autorickshaw-taxi la-
bour sector, which is fac-
ing several challenges,
thegovernmenthadsaid
last month when it had
announced the launch
of the service. The gov-
ernment had said it has
been learnt that there
was a difference of 20-
30 per cent be-
tween the rate re-
ceived by the mo-
tor transport la-
bourers and the
rate charged from
the passen-
gers in
a l l
t h e
existing online cab ser-
vices. As people prefer
to use online taxi ser-
vices, many of the con-
ventional taxi stands
have disappeared and a
large number of
motor trans-
port workers
have been
r e n d e r e d
jobless, the
govern-
ment had said. The Ker-
ala Motor Transport
Workers’ Welfare Fund
Board is the implemen-
tation agency, which
would act with the sup-
port of the departments
like Legal Metrology,
Transport,IT,Policeand
so on. Kerala Savari
would charge only eight
per cent service charge
in addition to the rate
fixedbythegovernment,
which was 20 to 30 per
cent in other online tax-
is, the govt had said.
Kerala CM launches state’s own e-taxi service app
Ahmedabad (PTI):
The Gujarat Anti-Ter-
rorist Squad (ATS) has
detained six persons in
connection with the sei-
zure of 225 kilograms of
party drug mephedrone
worth Rs 1,125 crore
during a raid at an un-
der-construction facto-
ry near Vadodara city,
an official said on
Wednesday
.
Preliminary investi-
gation has revealed that
the seized mephedrone
was manufactured at a
chemical factory in
Saykha village in
Bharuch district of the
state before being pro-
cessed at this under-con-
struction facility in
Savlitalukaof Vadodara
district, said Superin-
tendent of Police, ATS,
Sunil Joshi. “Based on a
specific tip-off, a team of
the Gujarat ATS raided
this factory-cum-ware-
houseonTuesdaymorn-
ing and seized 225 kilo-
gram of mephedrone
worth Rs 1,125 crore in
the international mar-
ket,” he said.
Around 25L new
voters likely to be
enrolled in JK: CEO
Jammu (PTI): Jammu
and Kashmir Chief
Electoral Officer Hird-
esh Kumar on Wednes-
day said around 25 lakh
new voters are expected
to be enrolled in the Un-
ion Territory as the spe-
cial summary revision
of electoral rolls is be-
ing held for the first
time after abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019.
He also described the
ongoingexercisetocom-
plete the special sum-
mary revision of elec-
toral rolls by November
25 as a “challenging
task”. The massive exer-
cise to complete the pro-
cess in time is going on
to ensure that all the eli-
gible voters including
those who have attained
the age of 18 years on
October1,2022orearlier
are enrolled to provide
an “error-free” final list,
Kumar said.
According to the re-
scheduled timeline is-
sued by the election
commission recently
, an
integrated draft elector-
al roll will be published
on September 15, while
the period for filing
claims and objections
was set between Sep-
tember 15 to October 25
followed by disposal of
claims and objections
on November 10. Check-
ing of health parame-
ters and obtaining com-
mission’s permission
for final publication and
updating database and
printingof supplements
was fixed for November
19beforethepublication
of finalelectoralrollson
November 25.
It happened in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections
when SP, BSP, RLD
and Congress came to-
gether against BJP. De-
spite that, the BJP
emerged victorious and
formed the govt
—Keshav Prasad Maurya,
Deputy Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
State had recently
witnessed a major
controversy over
transfers in the
PWD
 


	10. A
ll eyes are  on Taapsee Pannu as she is all
geared up for the release of her movie
Dobaaraa. In a recent interview, the
actress opened up about the spat.
Taapsee shared that the photographer was so
rude to her that she felt he was doing her
a favour by clicking her photos. The Do-
baaraa actress further added, “Even my
parentsdon’tscoldmeinthattone.Idon’teven
know how to describe it to you. I was given a
schedule to follow. I was doing that. Why
should I be at the receiving end of this tone, as
if I have committed a crime?!” she said.
AtrangiCourtroom
K
areena Kapoor Khan is one of
the most loved actresses in
Bollywood. Well, it looks like
she has landed in a little bit of
trouble. No! there is nothing to be
worried about as she has been sum-
moned by janta ka lawyer Riteish
Deshmukh on the show Case Toh
Banta Hai. To note, this is a new fun-
filled courtroom drama wherein the
celebs face some atrangi ilzams and
defend themselves with the help of
their defence lawyer Varun Sharma.
Kareena took to her Instagram handle
to share a video of her from the sets of
Case Toh Banta Hai. Sharing this vid-
eo, Bebo wrote, “Atrangi Courtroom -
Check Atrangi Lawyers - Check
Atrangi Witnesses - Check Can’t wait
no more! #CaseTohBantaHai,
coming this Friday on @am-
azonminitv @riteishd, @
kushakapila, @fukra-
varun #Collab.”
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ipasha Basu and Karan Singh
Grover, never fail to serve cou-
ple goals with their adorable
pictures. Now, the actress took
to her Instagram handle and
shared an adorable video. Bipa-
sha recently jumped on the
‘Move Your Bump’ trend and flaunted
her baby bump in it. The actress is seen
donning a black jumpsuit and captioned
it: “Look! #lovemybabybump #pregnan-
tandconfident #lovemybody
#loveyourself” Reacting to
the video, Karan Singh
Grover commented:
“Yeah look!!!! My baby
in your belly!” Soon af-
ter, the video was
shared by Bipasha, and
fans flooded with likes
and comments. A user
wrote: “Many many
congratulations bips
mam I am so happy for
you mam.” Another user
said: “The cutest post on Insta-
gram!!! @bipashabasu love and prayers
#monkeylove.”
B
D
isha Patani is a popular
actress. She has worked
in movies such as Ma-
lang: Unleash the Mad-
ness, Baaghi 2, M.S. Dhoni:
The Untold Story, Ek Villain
Returns, and others. She en-
joys a massive fan following
on social media and often
keeps treating her fans
with her gorgeous
pictures, workout
videos, dance num-
ber videos, and
photos with her
cute pet.
Recently, Disha
made a cryptic
post on social me-
dia amid breakup
rumours with Ti-
ger Shroff. Tak-
ing to the stories
section of Insta-
gram, the Baa-
ghi 2 actress
wrote, “If no
one ever told
you, it’s all
gonna be
okay”. A
few days,
some re-
ports sug-
g e s t e d
that Dis-
ha Pata-
ni and
T i g e r
Shroff
broke
up af-
t e r
several
years of
d a t i n g .
However, ac-
cording to the
sources they have
not called it off
and are still ‘very
much together’.
CRYPTIC
POST
Ananya
raises
temperature
A
nanyaPandayis
one of the most
popular actors
in the tinsel
town of Bollywood.
Ananya took to the pho-
to-and-video-sharing
site and treated fans to
a slew of new pictures.
In the photos, the Geh-
raiyaan actress looked
gorgeous as ever, as she
donned a stunning blue
bodycon dress with a
cut-out detailing at the
front, along with a back
slit. She also wore strik-
ing blue heels to com-
plete her look. She cap-
tioned the post, “promo-
tions day 6282762272
#Liger25thAu-
gust.”
S
hefali Shah is currently basking in the
success of her recently released mov-
ie, Darlings, which also featured Alia
Bhatt and Vijay Varma in the lead.
Now, Shefali took to her social media handle
and announced to her fans and followers that
she has tested positive for Coronavirus. The
actress wrote: “I have tested positive for
Covid-19. Have immediately isolated myself
and will be under home quarantine. I am
following all safety protocols under the ad-
vice of my doctors. Requesting everyone
who came in contact with me to get tested
immediately too. Grateful for all your love
 support.” Soon after, Shefali’s industry
friends sent love to the actress in the com-
ments section.
COVID POSITIVE
SPATWITH
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Ananya Panday
Shefali Shah
Disha Patani
Taapsee Pannu
Still from the show
Kareena Kapoor Khan
Bipasha Basu
Her post...
Her story...
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