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	1. First India Bureau
Gandhinagar:  The
state government has
completed 200 days of
its good governance un-
der the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel. This journey
of public service of
Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel, a sincere and
decisive leader, was
marked by impactful
decisions, various
achievements and new
initiatives.
By travelling 61,000
km during these 200
days, the Chief Minis-
ter has created a dis-
tinct image of a public
servant who is con-
stantly on duty for the
people, and with the
people. Bhupendra Pa-
tel has created his place
in the heart of the peo-
ple of Gujarat as a gen-
tle but determined and
decisive Chief Minister.
The Chief Minister
has approved 11 new
private universities in
the state with an aim to
provide world-class ed-
ucation facilities to the
youth of Gujarat in
their vicinity
.
Student Start-up and
InnovationPolicy(SSIP)
2.0 and Roadmap for the
New Education Policy
havebeenlaunched.The
state government pro-
vides financial assis-
tance under this policy
to encourage start-ups
and innovation.
Mission School Excel-
lence Scheme has been
implementedtoimprove
thequalityof infrastruc-
tureandeducationinthe
schools of the State.
The roadmap for the
next four years has
been prepared under
his guidance to develop
world-class universities
in the state.
Under the guidance
of Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, the state
government has also
taken adequate care of
the health of the people.
Thevaccinationdrivein
the state was accelerat-
ed and Gujarat achieved
aremarkablefeatof pro-
viding more than 10
crore doses of COVID-19
to the citizens. So far, 30
lakh adolescents and
nine lakh children in
the state have been cov-
ered under this inocula-
tion drive.
CM travelled 61,000km in 200 days to serve the state
CM Bhupendra Patel on Saturday received blessings from Jain
Acharya Bhagvant Uday Vallabhsuriji Maharaj.
His distinct
image is of
being constantly
on duty for the
people
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The United States is providing Ukraine with lifesaving equipment and supplies in
case Russia deploys chemical or biological weapons in its attack against the na-
tion, the White House said on Friday. White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said,
“The United States and members of the international community have repeatedly
warned about the potential for Russia to use chemical or biological weapons”.
IN CASE RUSSIA
USES CHEMICAL
WEAPONS IN
UKRAINE...
The centibillionaires club has a new member: Gautam Adani. The Indian tycoon,
whose empire includes ports, mines and green energy, is the latest whose fortune
reached the $100 billion mark. Up almost $24 billion this year, he’s the world’s
biggest gainer and joins nine other members of the elite group. Fellow countryman
Mukesh Ambani has now dropped slightly below it to $99 billion.
ADANI JOINS ELON
MUSK, BEZOS IN
EXCLUSIVE $100
BILLION CLUB
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba exchange greetings during a joint press statement,
at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
PM Narendra Modi with Australian PM Scott Morrison
during virtual signing ceremony of India-Australia
Economic Coop and Trade Agreement on Saturday.
‘WATERSHED MOMENT’, SAYS PM MODI
AS INDIA, AUSTRALIA SIGN TRADE PACT
New Delhi: India and Australia on Saturday signed
an economic cooperation and trade agreement under
which Canberra would provide duty-free access in
its market for over 6,000 broad sectors of India,
including textiles, leather, furniture, jewellery and ma-
chinery. The agreement is likely to be implemented
in about four months. The Agreement was inked by
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and
Australian Minister Dan Tehan in a virtual ceremony.
NEPAL PM URGES MODI TO RESOLVE
‘ISSUES’ VIA ‘BILATERAL MECHANISMS’
New Delhi: India and Nepal on Saturday launched several
connectivity and energy cooperation initiatives, including
a cross-border passenger train, even as Nepalese Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba urged his Indian counter-
part Narendra Modi to take steps to resolve a boundary
dispute. The Indian side made it clear both countries need
to address the boundary issue through dialogue and to
avoid the politicisation of such issues. Modi and Deuba
launched the 35-km cross-border railway line linking
Jaynagar in Bihar to Kurtha in Nepal and flagged off
the inaugural run of a train with a capacity of 1,000 pas-
sengers on board.
SRI LANKA IMPOSES
36-HOUR CURFEW
...amid protests over economic crisis
Colombo (Agencies):
Amid protests over the
country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis in dec-
ades, Sri Lanka gov-
ernment has imposed
a curfew across the
country from Satur-
day 6pm to Monday 6
am, Reuters reported.
Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Gotabaya Raja-
paksa also declared a
nationwide public
emergency late on Fri-
day.
The President in-
voked tough laws al-
lowing the military to
arrest and detain sus-
pects for long periods
without trial, as dem-
onstrations calling for
his ouster spread
across the South Asian
nation.
A Sri Lankan Buddhist monk, supporter of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, inspects debris created by overnight clashes between
protesters and police near the Sri Lankan President’s private
residence on the outskirts of Colombo in Sri Lanka on Friday.
INDIA STARTS SUPPLYING RICE TO
SRI LANKA IN FIRST MAJOR FOOD AID
New Delhi: TIndian traders have started loading 40,000
tonnes of rice for prompt shipment to Sri Lanka in the first
major food aid since Colombo secured a credit line from
New Delhi, two officials told Reuters on Saturday. The Indian
Ocean island nation of 22 million people is struggling to pay
for essential imports after a 70% drop in foreign exchange
reserves in two years led to a currency devaluation and ef-
forts to seek help from global lenders. The shipment of the
staple comes before a key festival in Sri Lanka.
LANKA
CRISIS
Asevere shortage of
foreign currency has
left Rajapaksa’s govern-
ment unable to pay for
essential imports, includ-
ing fuel, leading to debili-
tating power cuts lasting
up to 13 hours. Ordinary
Sri Lankans are also deal-
ing with shortages and
soaring inflation, after the
country steeply devalued
its currency last month
ahead of talks with IMF
for a loan programme.
The current crisis was ac-
celerated by deep tax cuts
promised by Rajapaksa
during a 2019 election
campaign that were en-
acted before covid. before
the COVID-19 pandemic.
GIVE AAP A CHANCE:
Arvind Kejriwal during ‘Tiranga Yatra’ in Gujarat
Ahmedabad: Upbeat
after its thumping vic-
tory in the Punjab elec-
tion, the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led Aam Aadmi
Party has shifted its fo-
cus to Gujarat, the home
turf of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah.
The western state
votes later this year.
Accompanied by Pun-
jab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Kejri-
wal on Saturday visited
the Sabarmati Ashram
in Ahmedabad and par-
ticipated in a roadshow
that AAP has named the
Tiranga Yatra.
Kejriwal said the BJP
has been in power in Gu-
jarat for 25 years but
could not end corrup-
tion. Mann said, “Delhi
and Punjab are sorted,
now we are preparing
for Gujarat.” MORE ON P2
AAP party chief and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal with Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann during Triranga Yatra in Ahmedabad’s Nikol
Bapunagar area on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY HANIF SINDHI
Voting on no-confidence motion
against PM Imran Khan today
Islamabad: Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran
Khan will face a vote of
no confidence on Sun-
day morning.
According to
local media re-
ports, the cru-
cialNationalAs-
semblysessionto
deter mine
the fate of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf-led government
will take place at 11:30
am.Khanmeanwhilein-
sists that the no-con-
fidence motion is
partof a‘globalcon-
spiracy’ to oust him
and has reiterated
his decision to not
resign in ad-
vance.
ALL DISPUTES WITH INDIA
SHOULD BE RESOLVED VIA
TALKS: PAK ARMY CHIEF
Islamabad: Pakistan Army
chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Saturday said
that the disputes with India
should be settled peacefully
through dialogue, adding
that Islamabad believed in
using diplomacy to resolve
all issues including Kashmir,
news agency PTI reported.
MAJOR IPL BETTING
RACKET BUSTED IN
NOIDA, 6 ARRESTED
Noida: Police busted a
major IPL betting racket
in Noida and arrested six
persons on Saturday. The
accused, identified as
Imran alias Nazir, Akhilesh
Paliwal, Javed, Mohsin,
Pravez and Tahir, all
residents of Bulandshahr.
“They used to get ball-
by-ball information
about the match through
link sent from Dubai,”
said Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Ranvijay Singh.
DYNASTIC POLITICAL PARTIES ‘THREAT’
TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA: JP NADDA
Sawai Madhopur (PTI):
Dynastic political parties
were a “threat” to democ-
racy in India, claimed BJP
chief JP Nadda on Saturday
while asserting that only his
party was based on ideology.
Addressing a Scheduled
Tribes Sammelan of the
BJP in Sawai Madhopur
district, he took a swipe
at the INC, saying there is
“nothing ‘Indian’, ‘national’
or ‘Congress’ in it. It has
become a party of a family
and of a brother and sister,”
Nadda said. He said there are
other dynastic political par-
ties in the country such as
the Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh, Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, K Chandrashekhar
Rao’s TDP in Telangana, and
the NCP and Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra. “Initially, these
become regional parties and
later turn into dynastic par-
ties,” the BJP chief said. He
asserted that BJP is the only
political party in India that
is based on ideology. Nadda
also said that Parliament is
running well under the BJP’s
leadership.
JP Nadda addressing
Scheduled Tribes
Sammelan of the BJP in
Sawai Madhopur district.
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First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his Pun-
jab counterpart Bhag-
want Mann on Saturday
visited the Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad
as part of their two-day
visit to the city
.
Both the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders ar-
rived in the city on Fri-
day night.
Their visit to the
BJP-ruled Gujarat is be-
ing seen as an attempt
to prepare the ground-
work for their party
ahead of the state As-
sembly elections sched-
uled to be held by the
end of this year.
Kejriwal and Mann
took a tour of Hriday
Kunj, the place where
Mahatma Gandhi used
to stay in the Sabarmati
Ashram premises, and
also visited museums
there and bowed down
before the statue of
Gandhiji.
They also wrote their
opinion in the visitors’
book at the ashram,
where its authorities
presented them with
miniature charkha and
books on Mahatma
Gandhi's life.
Talking to reporters
there, Kejriwal said,
“This is my first visit to
Sabarmati Ashram af-
ter becoming Delhi
chief minister. Earlier,
when I was an activist,
I had visited this place
several times.”
“Whenever I come
here, I get inner peace,”
he said.
The duo led a 2km
roadshow in eastern ar-
eas of the city later in
the day
.
First India Bureau
Rajkot: Congress MLA
fromUpletaLalitVasoya
informed the media that
he would lay a red carpet
for Patidar leader Nar-
esh Patel and is ready to
vacate his seat if Patel
wants to contest the elec-
tion.
With the assembly
elections approaching,
both the BJP and the
Congress are gearing up.
During this time, Khod-
aldham chairman Nar-
esh Patel was speculat-
ingaboutwhethertojoin
politicsornot.Hehasyet
not decided on the party
hewishestojoin,if atall.
On Saturday
, Vasoya
said, “If Naresh Patel is
willing to contest from
the Dhoraji and Upleta
seats and if the party
says yes, then we are
lucky
, and I will say in
public that I am ready to
quitmyseatsforhimand
give him a ride on my
shoulders.”
I think all your curi-
ositywillendverysoon,
said Rajkot MLA Lalit
Kagathara.Headded,“If
Naresh Patel joins the
Congress,thisdictatorial
government will end.
The farmers of Gujarat
and the citizens of Guja-
rat will benefit. The 10
lakh youth whose exam
papersaregettingleaked
alsowanthimtojoinGu-
jarat politics.”
MP Shaktisinh Gohil
said, “Patel is my friend,
and if good people join
the Congress, they will
be welcomed.”
First India Bureau
Gandhinagar : Con-
gress party's former
MLA from Vadgam
Manibhai Vaghela re-
cently shared his
photo with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on social me-
dia. Political scien-
tists see this as the
first indication by
the former Congress
MLA to join BJP
.
Manibhai Vaghela
was elected to the state
assembly on the Con-
gress ticket in 2012 and
in the 2017 general elec-
tion, the party had
asked him to vacate the
seat for an independent
candidate Jignesh Me-
vani. In the year 2021,
Vaghela resigned from
the Congress party, and
since then, there have
been rumours in the
political circles that he
will join the BJP. It is
learnt that BJP had
promised to field home
from the Vadgam con-
stituency against
Jignesh Mevani if he
contests on the Con-
gress ticket in the 2022
elections.
BJP is seriously
working on bringing
Congress leaders into
their fold to win maxi-
mum seats, as they aim
to break all old records.
The party-state unit
president CR Patil has
set a target to win all
182 seats, but he wishes
to win at least 152 seats.
If former MLAs and
other leaders like
Vaghela keep joining
BJP, prospects of the
Congress party look
bleak, and speculation
says that failing to
make an aggressive
campaign or attack on
their behalf may fur-
ther dwindle their fig-
ures in the state as-
sembly.
57 POLICE OFFICERS TRANSFERRED, 20 PROMOTED
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: In a
major reshuffle, the
Gujarat government
on Saturday trans-
ferred 57 police of-
ficers including 37
Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officers.
It also promoted 20
Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police-rank of-
ficers. Among those
transferred were 20
State Police Service
(SPS) officers.
Seven of those pro-
moted were waiting
for posting while the
remaining were pro-
moted and transferred
to new posts, a notifi-
cation issued by the
state home depart-
ment said. Deputy
Commissioners of Po-
lice (DCP) from
Ahmedabad city
Achal Tyagi, Ravin-
dra Patel and Prem-
sukh Delu were trans-
ferred as Superinten-
dents of Police (SP) of
Mehsana, Bhavnagar
and Jamnagar dis-
tricts, respectively.
DCP Surat city Vi-
dhi Chaudhary and
DCP Vadodara city
Deepak Meghani were
transferred as Joint
Director (Office of Di-
rector of Protection),
Gandhinagar; and
ADC to the Governor,
respectively.
Commandant, State
Reserve Police Force
(SRPF) Sweta Shrima-
li was transferred as
SP (Western Railway),
Ahmedabad.
Superintendent of
Police of CID (Intelli-
gence) Vishal Vaghela
was transferred as SP,
Sabarkantha district.
SPs of Amreli,
Panchmahal, Bhavna-
gar, Surendranagar,
Devbhumi Dwarka,
Dahod, Banaskantha,
Bharuch, Tapi, Va-
dodara (rural), Rajkot
(rural), Narmada, Gir-
Somnath, Gandhina-
gar, Surat (rural),
Mehsana, Kutch
(East), Patan and Mor-
bi were also trans-
ferred.
Officers of the
SPS cadre who were
transferred includ-
ed DCP Traffic
(Ahmedabad), Crime
(Vadodara) and
DCPs of Surat,
Ahmedabad cities.
As many as 20 Depu-
ty Superintendents
of Police of SPS cad-
re were promoted as
SPs, DCPs, State Re-
serve Police com-
mandants, the noti-
fication said.
Officers who were transferred included DCP Traffic (Ahmedabad), Crime (Vadodara) and DCPs of Surat, Ahmedabad cities
IPS Manoharsinh Jadeja
Superintendent of Police,
Gir Somnath
IPS Mayur Chavda
Superintendent of Police
(Intelligence, Gandhinagar)
IPS USha Rada
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Surat
IPS Nirlipt Rai
Superintendent of Police
(State Monitoring Cell, G’nagar)
IPS Dr. Lavina Varesh Sinha
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Zone-1, Ahmedabad)
KEJRIWAL, MANN VISIT SABARMATI ASHRAM
DELHI, PUNJAB CMS ARE ON A TWO-DAY VISIT TO A’BAD,
AHEAD OF THE ASSEMBLY POLLS IN GUJ LATER THIS YEAR
Will former Congress MLA
from Vadgam Join BJP?
Vadgam’s former Cong MLA Manibhai Vaghela recently shared his photo with PM Narendra Modi.
Manibhai Vaghela
recently shared a
photo with PM
Narendra Modi on
social media, stirring
speculations of him
joining the BJP
Lalit Vasoya
Patidar leader Naresh Patel
to contest from Upleta?
PATIENT WAIT
Children and elders keep a keen eye on the sky for the moon, which marked the start of the
holy month of Ramadan, in Ahmedabad on Saturday evening. —PHOTO BY HANIF SINDHI
Dy Collector,CISF
staff booked under
Atrocities Act
First India Bureau
Rajpipla: Members
of a tribal communi-
ty in the Kevadiya
area have filed a
criminal complaint
against Deputy Col-
lector (Statue of Uni-
ty) Nilesh Dubey and
CISF staff under the
Atrocities Act.
Mahesh Tadvi and
seven others in a
complaint with the
Kevadia Colony po-
lice station have ac-
cused Collector
Dubey and CISF
staff of making
casteist remarks
against tribal com-
munity members,
especially people
from the Tadvi com-
munity. It is alleged
Deputy collector has
threatened that Adi-
vasis, specifically
those members of
Tadvi Sena and Adi-
vasi Sena, will not be
given jobs in the Stat-
ue of Unity Develop-
ment Authority
Area.
In the FIR, they
have alleged that a
CISF jawan mocked
them by stating that
Adivasis who were
earlier in shorts are
now wearing pants
and shirts as they
have got jobs in the
SoUDAA.
—PHOTOS BY HANIF SINDHI
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Vadodara: Prartha-
na Sikenis and her
younger sister Pra-
chi Patel are leading
a CSR activity by Xy-
lem Water Solution,
BIDC Gorwa, of re-
moving plastic waste
from the foothills,
hills, and forests of
Pavagadh and Jam-
bughoda.
Scheduled for four
Fridays, in the first
two attempts, the
teams collected 196kg
of different types of
plastic waste from
around Jambughoda’s
forest and Khuniya
Mahadev’s place at the
foothills of Pavagadh.
The youngest member
of this team and cam-
paign is Prarthana’s
daughter Tvisha.
About 50 employees
from the company and
forest and mountain
lovers have also joined
these sisters in the
cleaning initiative.
“We are happy to be
part of a company’s
CSR initiative that has
taken environment
protection so seriously.
On March 25, we col-
lected 60 kg of waste,
and on April 1, we col-
lected 136 kg of waste.
The materials were
rubber soles, plastic
waste, mainly gutka
pouches, bottle caps
and glasses. Now, on
April 8 and 15, we will
continue the campaign
in the Manchi area of
Pavagadh,” said sisters
Prarthana and Prachi.
They have appealed to
the visitors to enjoy
walking in the forests
and mountains, keeping
plastic at bay
. They also
want the government to
install a recycling plant
at these tourist spots to
recycle the waste.
Vadodara sisters freeing hills, forests of
Pavagadh, Jambughoda of plastic waste
PLASTIC-FREE NATURE
From right: Prarthana, Prachi and Prarthana’s daughter Tvisha collecting plastic waste.
First India Bureau
Surat: Owing to tech-
nical glitches and fi-
nancial concerns be-
tween contractors
and the state govern-
ment, the Surat Met-
ro Rail Project, which
was launched by
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi earlier
this year, may take
another 8-10 months
to finish, according to
sources.
The Surat Metro Pro-
ject’s Line-1 foundation
stone was placed in
January 2021, however
development on the site
is expected to begin in
around six months. The
project’s progress
slowed until September
of last year. When the
Prime Minister’s Office
began to monitor the
project, however, the
project’s speed picked
up. By increasing the
amount of machinery
and labour, the Gujarat
Metro Rail Corporation
and the contractor busi-
nesses were able to
speed up the work.
Work advanced quickly
until December 2021,
but stalled again in Jan-
uary 2022.
“We are trying to ex-
pedite the work of Su-
rat Metro, but due to
non-identification of
the underground utili-
ty line near Soham cir-
cle, there may be a mi-
nor change in the span
location. There may be
a change of one or two
meters in the align-
ment of the metro
route. All the work is
being carried forward
on the instructions of
GMRC,” Rakesh Sahi,
Project Director, Con-
tractor Company Sadb-
hav Singla, Surat Met-
ro, said.
‘Technical issues’ to delay
Surat metro by 8-10 months
First India Bureau
Bhavnagar: The Ta-
laja police have ar-
rested a wife on Fri-
day evening for burn-
ing her husband alive.
Primary investiga-
tions revealed that
due to domestic is-
sues, there were regu-
lar quarrels between
the couple, as a re-
sult, the wife burnt
the husband.
Sartanpar’s resident
Lakhman Baraiya com-
plained to the Talaja
Police Station on Fri-
day and said, around 3
pm, his nephew-in-law
Manubhai Chauhan
came to his house and
informed him that the
complainant’s younger
brother Savji Baraiya
had died. He was burnt
alive by his wife Mad-
huben.
Narrating the facts,
complainant Lakhman
saidhisyoungerbrother
Savjiwassleepingonthe
charpoy outside the
house. When he reached
Savji’s house he found
hisburntbodywithpiec-
es of burnt rope visible
around it, indicating
thatSavjiwastiedbefore
he was burnt alive.
Lakhman added that
Savji’s wife, the accused,
was sitting beside the
village sarpanch,
Hareshbhai, holding a
stickinherhand.Others
present there told the
complainant that the ac-
cused was stopping eve-
ryone with a stick who
tried to douse the fire
and save Savji.
Savji married Mad-
huben 25 years ago, and
they have a daughter
Anita who is married to
Manubhai Chauhan.
Savji and Madhuben
were constructing a
house for them on Hi-
rabhai Bhimabhai’s
farm.
Bhavnagar cops arrest woman for
burning husband alive in Sartanpar
She took the
drastic step
having got
tired of their
regular
domestic
feuds; ‘sat with
a stick so that
no one could
put out blaze’
GORY END
Threat of water
scarcity looms in
Kutch, Saurashtra
Tally up to 12,23,922
as Gujsees11cases,
activecountfallsto64
First India Bureau
Gandhinagar: As
summer sets in,
parts of Gujarat
are already facing
an extreme water
scarcity if the
dwindling water
levels in reser-
voirs across the
state are any indi-
cator. The scarcity
is particularly
acute in Kutch,
Saurashtra, and
North Gujarat.
The amount of
water available in
North Gujarat’s res-
ervoirs is only
10.79% of their total
capacity. Five dis-
tricts in Central Gu-
jarat have reser-
voirs that are 47.77%
full, while six dis-
tricts in South Guja-
rat have reservoirs
that are 54.98% full.
The amount of wa-
ter available in res-
ervoirs in 11 dis-
tricts of Saurashtra
is 52.55%.
Some reservoirs
in the state, accord-
ing to reports, are
on the verge of be-
ing depleted.
Moreover, the
state’s water short-
age is so acute that
water is often deliv-
ered by tankers all
year in some parts
of Gujarat. In the
last 13 years, the
state has created
10,362 new lakes as
part of different
government pro-
jects to replenish
groundwater levels.
Gujarat’s Chief
Minister, Bhupen-
dra Patel, declared
last month that the
state government
aims to attain 100%
tap water coverage
by the end of 2022.
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: Guja-
rat reported 11
COVID-19 cases on
Saturday, which
took the state’s
tally to 12,23,922,
while the death
toll remained un-
changed at 10,942,
a state health de-
partment official
said.
The recovery
count increased by
16 to touch 12,12,916,
leaving Gujarat
with an active case-
load of 64, he said.
Ahmedabad led
with four cases, fol-
lowed by two each in
Anand, Vadodara
and Valsad and one
in Panchmahal, he
added.
With 27,005 people
getting vaccinated
against COVID-19
during the day, the
total number of dos-
es administered so
far in the state rose
to 10.62 crore, a gov-
ernment release
said.
First India Bureau
Dwarka: Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
Interceptor Boat C 413 responded ur-
gently when a distress call of medical
evacuation was received from Indian
Fishing Boat Pawan Raj where a
38-year-old crew member had fallen
unconscious following a paralytic/
cardiac attack. The ICG ship with
a medical team, took over the
patient after reaching the
position, provided
first aid and medi-
cal assistance
to the pa-
tient during passage and transferred
him to Dwarka Govt Medical
College for further medi-
cal help. He is report-
edly stable.
Coast
Guard
rescues
38-yr-old
fisherman
First India Bureau
Gandhinagar: The
Comptroller and Au-
ditor General of In-
dia (CAG) has high-
lighted that several
state government de-
partments have not
submitted utilisation
certificates worth
Rs12,43,703 crore for
the past decade.
A number of irregu-
larities in Gujarat’s fi-
nancial administration
were discovered in the
CAG report, which was
tabled in the Gujarat
Assembly on March 31.
As many as 22 state gov-
ernment departments
have not filed a total of
4,611 utilisation certifi-
cates, which are used to
rule out misappropria-
tion and fraud. These
certificates have to be
submitted within 12
months of the closure
of each financial year.
According to the
CAG, the state govern-
ment has not designat-
ed any account, agency,
or organisation to re-
ceive such a large sum
of money. There is no
assurance that money
distributed was used
for the purpose for
which it was allocated,
according to the CAG
report, because there
are no utilisation certi-
fications.
As per the audit, 4,611
such certificates have
not been submitted by
the state government
and funds worth
Rs12,43,703 crore is yet
to be accounted for, the
CAG said.
Gujarat govt has not submitted utilization
certifications in a decade, CAG report says
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
This one’s for all those times
you made an excuse for not
accomplishing your goals.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh
Attended the Golden Jubilee event
of ‘Chetak’ Helicopters in Hyderabad
today. ‘Chetak’ is not just a machine,
but a vibrant platform which has
served the Nation during peace and
war. Safety and security of the country
is the Government’s top priority.
Smriti Z Irani
@smritiirani
Greetings on the auspicious
occasion of Ugadi. May the New Year
bring good health, happiness and
prosperity in our lives.
TOP TWEETS
POLITICAL
EXECUTIVES WILL
CHANGE, YOU ARE
PERMANENT: CHIEF
JUSTICE TO CBI
hief Justice of India
NV Ramana made a
significant point
while delivering a lec-
ture on “Democracy
,
Role and Responsibilities” in the
memory of CBI’s founding direc-
tor DP Kohli. He said, “The politi-
cal executive will change with
time. But you, as an institution,
are permanent. Be impermeable
and be independent. Pledge soli-
daritytoyourservice.Yourfrater-
nity is your strength.” He cau-
tionedthatpoliceofficers“should
not allow any authoritarian ten-
dencies. They need to function
withinthedemocraticframework
asprescribedbytheConstitution”
as they have to “reclaim social le-
gitimacy and public trust” which
has been eroded in recent years.
His panacea, an independent
umbrella institution, may not be
an effective mechanism given
the political executives’ pen-
chant to keep the police, CBI and
other investigative agencies un-
der its thumb. A fearless and up-
right police officer runs the risk
of being persecuted in every pos-
sible way. Of these there have
been umpteen examples. That
compels officers to either follow
their masters’ diktat, or quit.
C
fter his party’s
thumping victory
in the Punjab elec-
tion, Arvind Ke-
jriwal’s ambitions
have taken wings. Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, who is also the Aam
Aadmi Party president, has
now set his sights on the land
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah---Gujarat. The
state goes to poll later this
year and Kejriwal is hoping
to fill the space vacated by the
Congress. In Punjab also the
Aam Aadmi Party’s gains
came at the expense of the
Congress and the Akali Dal.
AAP’s objective is to replace
the Congress from opposition
benches and then eventually
oust BJP from power. Step by
step that is how it grabbed
power in Punjab. To help him
achieve that goal is AAP’s
own Chanakya, Sandeep
Pathak, a former professor of
IIT-Delhi. Pathak is said to
have master-minded AAP’s
historic victory in Punjab.
Kejriwal, along with Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, landed in Gujarat on
Saturday and tried his hand
at the charkha at Gandhi Ash-
ram.Thepartyintendstocon-
testallthe182Assemblyseats.
That the Congress is in an
organizationally weak state
in Gujarat can’t be doubted.
Senior leaders’ departure has
further weakened the party
which lost badly in six mu-
nicipal elections and has also
been wiped out at the pan-
chayat level. That may give
AAP some hope of gaining a
foothold in the state.
But to say that it will oust
BJP from power will be like
bearding a lion in its den.
AAP has made its presence
felt in two municipal corpo-
rations---Gandhinagar and
Surat. That’s not enough.
ARVIND KEJRIWAL’S
NEXT STOP: GUJARAT
AAP’s objective is to replace
the Congress from opposition
benches and then eventually
oust BJP from power. Step by
step that is how it grabbed
power in Punjab. To help
him achieve that goal is
AAP’s own Chanakya,
Sandeep Pathak, a former
professor of IIT-Delhi. Pathak
is said to have master-
minded AAP’s historic
victory in Punjab
A
Can China bale out Imran
Khan? Not, I would say. The
US Deputy National
Security Adviser Daleep
Singh should never have
been sent to India. He cut a
sorry figure. Was impolite
and presumptuous External
Affairs Minister
Jayashankar put him in his
place. He said “We bend to no
one. He made it clear to the
USA that India follows an
independent foreign policy
t one time Mr Imran Khan
was vastly popular in India,
as one of the outstanding
cricketers of all time-superb
batsman, bowler, fielder and
an exemplary captain. Al-
most single-handed he en-
sured Pakistan winning the
Cricket World cup in 1992.
He married late. His wife
came from a very wealthy
British Jewish family. The
Muslim world watched but
accepted Mr. Imran Khan’s
decision. In 1996 he launched
his own political party
, which
broadly speaking played a
prominent role in Pakh-
tunkhwa. Imran Khan lost
several elections in his effort
to become a member of the
National Assembly
.
In 2018 he with the backing
of the Army became Prime
Minister. He had no blood on
his hands. Coming from a
well-to-do family no one
could cast aspersion on his
financialintegrity
.TheArmy
has now decided Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has to re-
sign. He has refused to oblige,
inspite of the fact that his
government is in a minority
.
Imran Khan has also lost
“his cool”, a fatal flaw in a
politician. Speaking in the
National Assembly on March
30 he used intemperate lan-
guage against his opponents.
“What is most disturbing is
that our people, who are sit-
ting here, are in contact with
foreign powers……” he
named “three stooges”. Paki-
stan Muslim League Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif, Paki-
stan People Party Chairman,
Asif Ali Zardari and Jamat
Ukmat Ulema Islam’s Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman.
The no-trust motion
against Imran Khan will be
voted upon in the National
Assembly today. He does not
have a majority. Unlike In-
dia, democracy has not taken
roots in Pakistan. Since the
assassination of Pakistan’s
first Prime Minister Nawa-
bzada Liaquat Ali Khan in
1954, no Prime Minister in
Pakistan has completed 5
years in office.
Imran Khan will, today
most likely became an ex-
Prime Minister. He needs the
votes in the Assembly to con-
tinue as PM. He only has 164.
The opposition has mustered
177. His 2 allies- Muttahida
Quami Movement and the
Baluchistan Awami Party
have deserted him. Imran
Khan’s dream of “Naya Paki-
stan”willbehistoryverysoon.
I was among those Indians
who hoped that Imran Khan
would put out his hand of
friendship towards India.
Unfortunately, he fell for a
purely Islamist agenda. He
soon took to “vilifying” India
and repeatedly parroted the
out-of-date Security Coun-
cil’s pro-Pakistani resolu-
tions. Not even the Islamic
World paid any attention.
“The Tribune” on April 1
wrote in its first editorial “In
February
, Imran Khan admit-
ted that he could not bring
change in Pakistan as he real-
ized that ‘our system was in-
capable of absorbing shock’.
His acknowledgment of the
‘biggest problem’ was in ef-
fect a sad commentary of his
own glaring failures. As Paki-
stan seems heading for a new
phaseof politicaluncertainty
,
Imran’s tumultuous tenure
would be remembered for frit-
tering away a great opportu-
nity to make the beleaguered
nation turn a new leaf”
How have the Chinese re-
acted to the political acrimo-
ny in Pakistan? It asked all
groups (read parties) “to stay
united” with the govern-
ment. PLA Colonel Wu Qian
said on April 1 that “military-
to-military relations serving
as the main stay of the Chi-
na-Pakistan friendship, have
played an important role in
the development of bilateral
relations for a long time.”
Can China bale out Imran
Khan? Not, I would say. The
US Deputy National Security
Adviser Daleep Singh should
never have been sent to India.
He cut a sorry figure. Was im-
polite and presumptuous Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister
Jayashankar put him in his
place. He said “We bend to no
one. He made it clear to the
USA that India follows an in-
dependent foreign policy
.
The Americans have al-
ways got Indian democracy
wrong. They feel comfortable
with dictatorships like Paki-
stan. The UK Foreign Minis-
ter’s visit was on the whole a
non-event. When will West
lean that India will never tol-
erate arm-twisting.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
A
K NATWAR SINGH
The author is Former Minister
of External Affairs of India
RUSSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, LAVROV
IS A GENUINE FRIEND OF INDIA
he Russian Foreign Minister, Lavrov is a genuine friend of India.
His visit was timely and a resounding success. He said Russia ap-
preciated India’s neutral stand and abstaining in the Security Coun-
cil on Ukraine. India was Russia’s close friend. India Russia relations
have been close and cordial since 1955. The USSR and now Russia have
supported India on Kashmir in the Security Council. The US have not.
T
IMRAN’S DREAM OF
“NAYAPAKISTAN”
WILL BE HISTORY
VERY SOON!
“THE TRIBUNE” ON APRIL 1 WROTE IN ITS
FIRST EDITORIAL “IN FEBRUARY, IMRAN KHAN
ADMITTED THAT HE COULD NOT BRING CHANGE
IN PAKISTAN AS HE REALIZED THAT ‘OUR
SYSTEM WAS INCAPABLE OF ABSORBING
SHOCK’. HIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE
‘BIGGEST PROBLEM’ WAS IN EFFECT A SAD
COMMENTARY OF HIS OWN GLARING FAILURES
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New Delhi (PTI): Lead-
ers of Opposition par-
ties including Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitar-
am Yechury and Nation-
al Conference’s Farooq
Abdullah came on one
stage at the opening of
the DMK’s office in Del-
hi on Saturday
.
Leaders from the
TMC,TDP
,CPI,BJDand
SAD were also among
those present as the
DMK office was inaugu-
rated by party chief and
Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin with So-
nia Gandhi cutting the
ribbon for one of the
sections of the office.
The Congress and
the DMK are in alli-
ance in Tamil Nadu.
While TMC was rep-
resented by Mahua Moi-
tra and TDP by Rammo-
han Naidu and K Ravin-
dra Kumar, D Raja from
CPI, Amar Patnaik from
BJD and Harsimrat
Badal from SAD also at-
tended the event.
Several ministers in
the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment, MPs of the
DMK from both Hous-
es and Stalin’s son Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin were
also present.
Billing it as an event
that would write the his-
tory of southern India
from Delhi, Stalin had
said it is a “compelling
symbol” of the vital
space in national poli-
tics for his party, its
policies and the vehicle
to implement it, the
‘Dravidian model’.
Sonia, other Opp leaders seen at Stalin’s Delhi office
UNITED OPPOSITION!
Mumbai (Agencies):
Taking serious cogni-
sance of the death of
Prabhakar Sail due to a
suspected heart attack,
theMaharashtragovern-
ment on Saturday or-
dered the police to probe
his sudden demise.
After doubts were
raised over the death
of Sail — a key ‘panch
witness’ in the infa-
mous Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB)
raids on the Cordelia
Cruise ship last Octo-
ber, Home Minister
Dilip Walse-Patil has
directed Mumbai Po-
lice to investigate.
Sail, in his mid-40s re-
portedly suffered a car-
diac arrest at his home
in Mahul, Chembur, ac-
cording to his lawyer
Tushar Khandare.
His grieving and
aged mother Hiravati
Sail told mediapersons
that her son had been
incommunicado for the
past few days, and
leaves behind two mi-
nor daughters.
Earlier, on Saturday
morning, the ruling
ally Nationalist Con-
gress Party and the op-
position Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) raised
questions on the wit-
ness’ death that
stunned political cir-
cles on the auspicious
Gudi Padwa Day (Ma-
harashtrian New Year).
Terming it as a ‘suspi-
cious development’,
NCPchief spokesperson
MaheshTapasedemand-
ed a Central Bureau of
Investigation probe.
BJP legislator Atul
Bhatkalkar wondered
whether Sail had meted
a fate similar to the
Thane businessman
Mansukh Hiran who
was found murdered af-
ter the sensational case
involving a SUV with 20
gelatin sticks was recov-
ered near the home of
industrialist Mukesh
Ambani, erupted in Feb-
ruary 2021.
Soon after the Octo-
ber 2 raids aboard the
cruiser, Sail had created
a stir accusing then
NCB Mumbai Zonal Di-
rector Sameer
Wankhede of various
irregularities.
Maha:Policetoprobecruiser
raid witness Prabhakar’s death
Sail’s family members do not suspect foul play, confirms lawyer Tushar Khandare
File photo of NCB’s independent witness Prabhakar Sail and his
advocate Tushar Kandhare in Mumbai.
CM Bommai directs all SPs,
DCs to be vigilant, 7 arrested
Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): Halal ban contro-
versy in Karnataka has
taken a serious turn in
the state. Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai
on Saturday said that
he has directed all Su-
perintendents of Police
(SP) and Deputy Com-
missioners to initiate
strict action against
elements who try to
create problems during
the festival.
Karnataka is cele-
brating Ugadi festival
on Saturday followed by
‘Hosa tadukua’ on Sun-
day. The people espe-
cially in south Karna-
taka feast on non-vege-
tarian food en mass
during this period. Hin-
dutva activists are car-
rying out a full-fledged
campaign that Hindus
must not make pur-
chase of halal cut meat.
Answering a ques-
tion, Bommai said that
he has directed to con-
duct peace meetings be-
tween leaders of com-
munities and ensure
that the law and order
system is not disturbed
in the state.
Meanwhile, Bhadra-
vathi police in Shi-
vamogga district ar-
rested 7 persons for as-
saulting hotel staff de-
manding non-halal
meat on Friday night.
The arrested persons
had gone to a chicken
meat stall, abused and
threatened the owner
that he should not sell
halal meat as 99 per
cent of the population
of the area follow Hin-
du religion.
HALAL BAN ROW
Rampurhat, WB (PTI):
The CBI has decided to
conductforensicpsycho-
logicalassessmentof the
nine persons arrested in
connection with the kill-
ings in Birbhum district
of West Bengal, an offic-
er said on Saturday
. Dur-
ing the assessments,
one psychologist will be
present to note their
body language as well as
facing expressions,
which will be treated as
evidence, he said.
Forensic psychologi-
cal assessment will be
used while grilling the
nine suspects. This is to
ascertain whether these
persons are telling the
truth or lying, the of-
ficer told media.
A psychologist will
be present and he will
file his findings as a re-
port, while will be pro-
duced as evidence in the
court,theofficeradded.
The decision was
taken after CBI found
inconsistencies in
their statements about
the incident, another
official told media.
‘Psychologicaltestofarrestedpersons’
Lucknow (PTI): Sulk-
ing socialist leader
Shivpal Singh Yadav
on Saturday started fol-
lowing PM Modi, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
YogiAdityanathandfor-
mer deputy chief minis-
ter Dinesh Sharma on
Twitter, further fuelling
speculation about
strains in the Samajwa-
di Party-led opposition
alliance.
According to sources,
Samajwadi Party presi-
dentAkhileshYadavmet
party patriarch and his
father Mulayam Singh
Yadav in the national
capital for two hours but
whattranspiredbetween
them was not known.
The meeting as-
sumes significance in
light of the Samajwadi
Party chief ’s uncle
Shivpal Yadav’s bonho-
mie with the BJP.
Shivpal Yadav follows PM
Modi, CM Yogi on Twitter
Countrywillsoonbe‘Cong-free’:Thakur
Una (Agencies): In the
election year, Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jairam Thakur in his
one-day tour to the
Chintpurni assembly in
Una district addressed a
public meeting at Amb
town on Saturday and
said the country would
soon be ‘Congress-free’.
He inaugurated and
laid foundation stones
of developmental pro-
jects of Rs 200 crore at
Amb town.
Extending greetings
on the first day of the
onset of Chaitra
Navratri festival,
Thakur, who was ac-
companying Union
minister Anurag
Thakur, said people of
Chintpurni have got a
gift of developmental
projects of Rs 200 crore
on this auspicious day
.
He said the state gov-
ernment has always en-
sured that the pace of
development goes unin-
terrupted in the area,
for which active coop-
eration of the Centre
was also being sought.
He said the credit of
this goes to the active
cooperation of the peo-
ple, timely steps taken
by the Prime Minister
and a massive vaccina-
tioncampaignlaunched
in the country
.
Thakur said workers
of the BJP also ensured
that all possible help
was provided to the
needy amidst the pan-
demic. He said lakhs of
masks, sanitisers and
food kits were distrib-
uted free of cost to the
people in need.
Nawab Malik moves
Supreme Court against
denial of interim bail
Mumbai (Agencies):
Maharashtra Cabinet
MinisterandseniorNCP
leader Nawab Malik
has moved the Supreme
Court, challenging the
Bombay High Court,
which declined his in-
terim bail in a habeas
corpus petition. Malik
has claimed his arrest
was completely illegal.
OnMarch15,theBom-
bay high court rejected
Malik’s interim applica-
tion seeking immediate
release in a case of mon-
eylaunderingregistered
against him by the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED). Malik is in judicial
custody till April 4 and
he was arrested on Feb-
ruary23basedonanFIR
registered against ter-
rorist Dawood Ibrahim
and his aides.
The HC held that Ma-
lik was arrested by the
ED, and subsequently
remanded to custody fol-
lowing due process and
there was no reason for
it to pass any interim or-
der for his release.
Denying relief to Ma-
lik, the Court had said
that just because the
special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court’s order
remanding him in cus-
tody is not in his favour,
it does not make it ille-
gal or wrong.
Malik has claimed
that the HC refusing to
grant him interim re-
lease is in violation of
the settled position in
Arnab Goswami vs
Maha Government case.
HOW CAN HE DIE SUDDENLY?:
MAHARASHTRA HOME MINISTER
New Delhi (Agencies): The death of Prabhakar
Sail will be probed, said Maharashtra Home Min-
ister Dilip Walse Patil. How could such a strong
and healthy man die suddenly? said the minister,
informing the state Director General of Police will
investigate the case. Sail, 37, died at his house
in Mumbai's Chembur on Friday evening. His
lawyer Tushar Khandare confirmed that Sail died
after he suffered a heart attack and that his family
members do not suspect any foul play. Sail, who
claimed to be the personal bodyguard of Kiran
Gosavi - another witness of the anti-drugs agen-
cy NCB - was rushed to the civic-run Rajawadi
Hospital in Ghatkopar, where he was declared
brought dead, he said.
Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai.
HImachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jairam Thakur addresses a public gathering in Una on Saturday.
Cops inspecting a burned house in Birbhum.  —FILE PHOTO
Bommai said that he has directed to conduct peace
meetings between leaders of communities and
ensure that law  order system is not disturbed
GUDI PADWA
Women dressed in traditional attire ride bikes as they take part in a procession celebrating Gudi Padwa on the Maharashtrian
New Year in Mumbai on Saturday. —PHOTO BY PTI
TO THE TOP COURT
NEW INSPECTOR
IN CHARGE OF
RAMPURHAT PS
Rampurhat (ANI): A
week after the Birbhum
violence, West Bengal
Police on Saturday
appointed Debasis
Chakraborty as the new
Inspector in Charge
of Rampurhat Police
Station. As many as
eight people were
killed in the Rampurhat
area of West Bengal’s
Birbhum on March 22
after a mob allegedly
set houses on fire.
Congress president Sonia Gandhi and other leaders at DMK’s office ‘Anna-Kalaignar Arivalayam’, in
New Delhi on Saturday.
BIRBHUM MURDERS
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Chandigarh: Kashmir
Singh on Saturday be-
came the first farmer
in Punjab to receive
MSP payment directly
in bank account.
State Food, Civil Sup-
plies Minister Lal
Chand Kataruchak
said Singh, hailing
from Mohabbatpur vil-
lage in Patiala district,
had brought 51 quintals
of wheat in Rajpura on
March 31 and it was
cleaned and purchased
on April 1, the first day
of wheat procurement.
Within 24 hours of
purchase, the depart-
ment has transferred
the farmer’s payment,
amounting to Rs
1,02,765 directly into
his bank account.
Responding to a me-
dia question regarding
arrangements of trans-
port and labour, he said
it was for first time that
all labour and trans-
port contracts had been
completed well before
start of season.
This has ensured
that all mandis across
the state are in a state
of readiness, with ade-
quate labour  trucks.
Regarding the slow
pace of arrival of
wheat in the mandis,
the minister said the
crop has not ripened
yet and was expected to
start reaching mandis
in the Malwa area in
significant quantities
after April 6, while the
Majha region will prob-
ably see the arrivals
pick up after April 12.
The procurement of
wheat for this season
will continue till May
31. Central government
has fixed minimum
support price of wheat
at Rs 2,015 per quintal.
Kashmir Singh is Punjab’s first farmer to
get online payment for wheat procurement
Itanagar: Two civil-
ians were inadvertent-
ly shot at by Army per-
sonnel when they were
returning home after
fishing in Arunachal
Pradesh on Friday.
Incident reportedly
took place in Chasa vil-
lage of Arunachal
Pradesh’s on Friday
evening. Army sources
said was case of mis-
taken identity.
The two locals have
been identified as Nok-
phya Wangdan (28) and
Ramwang Wangsu (23).
The villagers were
admitted to Assam
Medical College and
Hospital, Dibrugarh
for treatment, said
Army sources, news
agency PTI reported.
The duo is said to be
out of danger.
One of the civilians
suffered a bullet injury
in the ulna of his hand,
while the other was hit
by a bullet on the toe,
said AMCH superin-
tendent Dr Prasanta
Dihingia.
A villager, who ac-
companied the injured
persons to the hospital,
claimed that the duo
was fired upon by
Army personnel.
“Both of them are
orphans. Now, one’s
hand is injured and an-
other’s leg is wounded.
The government will
have to do something
for them,” he said.
Reacting to the inci-
dent, the BJP president
of Tirap district Kam-
rang Tesia hit out at
the Army personnel
saying that instead of
ensuring the security
of the locals, the
“senseless act” of the
security forces without
proper intelligence
was leading to loss of
their credibility.
The Centre recently
extended the contro-
versial law AFSPA in
three districts of
Arunachal Pradesh in-
cluding Tirap, Chang-
lang, and Longding till
September 30 this
year.
Short for AFSPA,
the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act
empowers security
forces to arrest a per-
son without a warrant,
enter or search prem-
ises without a warrant
besides some other
controversial actions.
2 VILLAGERS ‘MISTAKENLY’SHOT
AT BY ARMYMEN IN ARUNACHAL
2 locals identified as Nokphya Wangdan
(28) and Ramwang Wangsu (23)
One of the civilians suffered a bullet
injury in his hand, other on the toe
Indian Army soldiers demonstrate a drill in Tawang sector near LAC.  —FILE PHOTO
Instead of ensuring
the security of the lo-
cals, the “senseless act”
of the security forces
without proper intelli-
gence was leading to
loss of credibility. Both
of them are orphans.
Now, one’s hand is in-
jured  another’s leg is
wounded.
—Kamrang Tesia,
BJP President of Tirap district
1 2
Nepalese PM hails India
for aid during pandemic
New Delhi (ANI):
Nepalese Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur
Deuba extended his
thanks to India for
medical and econom-
ic assistance during
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Foreign Secre-
tary Harsh Shringla
informed on Saturday
.
Shringla was ad-
dressing a special
briefing on 3-day visit
of the Nepal Prime
Minister to India that
began on Friday
.
“PMDeubathanked
India for standing by
Nepal during the
COVID pandemic and
supporting the coun-
try with the supply of
essential vaccines,
liquid medical oxy-
gen, medicines and
equipment,” the For-
eign Secretary said
talking about the
meeting between the
Nepalese PM and Nar-
endra Modi.
“He (PM Deuba)
also appreciated ef-
forts to keep the bilat-
eral ties  supply
chains running un-
hindered during peak
of pandemic,” For-
eign Secretary added.
The Foreign Secre-
tary also mentioned
the economic rela-
tions between the two
countries, as well as
the India-assisted pro-
jects in Nepal.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepalese counterpart
Sher Bahadur Deuba holding delegation-level talks. EAM
S Jaishankar is also seen. —PHOTO BY ANI
New Delhi (ANI): PM Narendra Modi gifted a
traditional “Pahari School” miniature paint-
ing from Himachal Pradesh to his Nepalese
counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba during the
meeting between the two leaders earlier on
Saturday. The exquisite traditional painting
depicts the season of ‘Shravan’ or Monsoon
which falls during the months of July and
August. “A part of the traditional Barahmasa
Series, this refined painting depicts the eternal
lovers Radha and Krishna, under a canopy
of thundering monsoon clouds engaged in a
loving conversation with their graceful glances,
while gently holding hands,” the description of
the painting read.
New Delhi (ANI): India re-
ported 1,260 new COVID
-19 cases in the last 24
hours, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
informed on Friday. With
the new cases, the ac-
tive caseload stands at
13,445 which accounts
for 0.03 per cent of the
country’s total positive
cases. Meanwhile, 1,404
patients recovered from
the disease in the last
24 hours taking the total
recoveries to 4,24,92,326.
The current recovery rate
is at 98.76 per cent. With
5,28,021 tests conducted
in the last 24 hours, the
positivity rate is at 0.24
per cent. As many as
79.02 crore tests have
been conducted so far. In-
dia’s COVID vax coverage
has exceeded 184.52 cr.
Guwahati (Assam) (ANI): In its bid towards mak-
ing the region drugs and crime-free, troops of 43
Battalion BSF on Friday
seized 210 bottles of
Phensedyl from the
international border
of Meghalaya’s South
Garo Hills district,
said BSF. According to
BSF, the drugs were being smuggled from India
to Bangladesh. The smuggling of this banned
cough syrup from India to Bangladesh remains a
challenge for Force, stated the BSF in a statement
issued on Saturday. It is codeine-based cough syr-
up, used as a substitute for liquor, which is strictly
prohibited in the neighboring country. Since the
commencement of this year, BSF Meghalaya Fron-
tier seized more than 1300 bottles of Phensedyl.
MODI GIFTS MINIATURE PAINTING
FROM HIMACHAL TO DEUBA
INDIA REPORTS 1,260
NEW COVID-19 CASES
IN LAST 24 HOURS
BSF SEIZES 210 BOTTLES OF PHENSEDYL
FROM INDIA-BANGALDESH BORDER
New Delhi (ANI): In-
dia’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion coverage has
crossed 184.52 crores on
Saturday
, as per the pro-
visional reports, said
the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.
The ministry in-
formed that this record
has been achieved
through 2,20,93,346 ses-
sions of vaccine admin-
istration. As per the
ministry, the adminis-
tration of the Covid-19
vaccine for age group of
12 to 14 years was start-
ed on 16 March 2022 and
so far, 1.81 crore
(1,81,21,823) adolescents
have given first dose.
Apart from this, a to-
tal of 2,33,27,952 precau-
tion doses have been
administered more
than 60 years age group,
this included 44,74,440
doses to Health Care
Workers (HCWs) and
68,97,755 doses to Front-
line Workers (FLWs).
India’s COVID-19 vaccination
coverage exceeds 184.52 cr
Pakistanunabletopayitsembassystaff,
showsdireeconomiccondition:Report
New Delhi (ANI): More than 15.66 Cr
balance  unutilized vaccine doses
are still available with states and
Union Territories (UTs), informed
Ministry of Health  Family Welfare
on Saturday. According to ministry,
more than 185.21 Cr doses have been
provided to States/UTs so far through
Govt. of India (free of cost channel)
and through direct state procurement
category. “More than 185.21 crore
(1,85,21,44,495) vaccine doses have
been provided to the states and UTs
so far through the Government of In-
dia (free of cost channel) and through
direct state procurement category, of
which more than 15.66 crore balance
still available,” official statement.
New Delhi (ANI): The Delhi HC on Friday reserved
its order on plea challenging extradition proceedings
initiated against a person of
Indian origin, who is also
a Portuguese Citizen, in a
case of rape at a London
pub in 2017. Petitioner has
challenged proceeding on
basis of judgement in the Hinduja Vs CBI case related
to the Bofors corruption case. Allegations in Hinduja
case were based on Xerox copies of documents
provided to CBI which could not be testified. The
petitioner argues the extradition proceeding is a Xerox.
New Delhi: The Supreme Court has expressed concern
over delay in execution of arbitral awards, calling it “a
very sorry state of affairs”.
A bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
made the observation while
hearing a case in which the
arbitral award passed in
1992 remained pending for execution despite pas-
sage of more than 30 years. The apex court said this
case is a glaring example of frustrating the arbitration
proceedings under the Arbitration Act. It noted that the
award has been passed in the year 1992.
15.66 CR COVID-19 DOSES AVAILABLE WITH STATES, UTs: CENTRE
HC RESERVES ORDER ON PLEA SEEKING
QUASHING OF EXTRADITION PROCEEDING
SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS: SC OVER DELAY
IN EXECUTION OF ARBITRAL AWARDS
A healthcare worker inoculates a student. —PHOTO BY ANI
New Delhi: Delhi Po-
lice has registered an
FIR against unidenti-
fied people for alleged
defacement of a sign-
board of the United
States of America em-
bassy here by pasting a
poster over it warning
the Biden administra-
tion against “bullying
India”, officials said on
Saturday
.
A right-wing outfit
called ‘Hindu Sena’ has
claimed that it pasted
warnings on the sign-
board.
The poster read, “Un-
reliable Biden Adminis-
tration...Stop bullying
India...We don’t need
you...USA need(s) India
against China. We are
proud of all disciplined
and brave Indian
Armed forces...” Depu-
ty Commissioner of Po-
lice Amrutha Guguloth
said. Later, a case under
the Delhi Prevention of
Defacement of Proper-
ty Act was registered,
she said.
Islamabad [Pakistan]
(ANI): Pak is finding it
difficult to pay even its
embassy staff revealing
dire economic straits
that country finds itself
in, a media report said.
In a major embar-
rassment for the coun-
try, Pakistan Embassy
in Serbia through its
official Twitter handle
recently disclosed that
government had not
paid its dues for three
months. It was also
claimed that the chil-
dren of embassy offi-
cials had been forced
out of school due to non-
payment of fees, Al Ara-
biya Post reported.
Pak’s Foreign Minis-
try tried to cover it up by
saying that embassy’s
social media account
was hacked. However,
the firefighting by gov-
ernment turned futile
when similar demand
for funds came from the
Pakistani embassy in
Argentina, the report
said. Similar problems
in Bangladesh have also
been reported in past.
Ashgabat (ANI): Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind
on Saturday visited the
Kipchak Mausoleum
and Independence Mon-
ument Ashgabat during
his visit and took part
in wreath-laying cere-
mony in both places.
By tradition, foreign
guests plant a young
tree on the Alley of
Honorary Guests near
the Independence Mon-
ument. President Ram
Nath Kovind first visit-
ed Kipchak Mausoleum
and then went to Inde-
pendence Monument.
A tree was planted by
the President at Inde-
pendence Monument.
The “Independence
Monument” is a monu-
ment located in Ash-
gabat, Turkmenistan.
The design of this
building was inspired
by traditional Turkmen
tents and the tradition-
al headgear worn by
Turkmen girls. Ele-
ments of the building
commemorate inde-
pendence date of Turk-
menistan, Sept 27.
The monument was
erected by the Turkish
company Polimeks in
2001, to the tenth anni-
versary of Independ-
ence of Turkmenistan.
Signboard at US
embassy in Delhi
defaced, police
case filed
IN THE COURTYARD
President Kovind visits Kipchak
Mausoleum in Turkmenistan
President Ram Nath Kovind
with Serdar Berdimuhamedow.
Kahmir Singh in his field.
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Make your car loan
A JOY RIDE
Buying
a car is a watershed
moment in one’s life. Perhaps
it is a decision in which the entire
family participates, and the opinions of
close family and friends are sought before
making a final decision. One must not
forget that even though car is an asset, but
it is also a liability till the time the loan
period is going on. Hence, one must not
choose a loan in ad-hoc manner, but
rather keep the following points
in mind when opting for
a loan.
RIGHT LOAN AMOUNT
For a car loan, remember that the
average loan amount tends to be
in the range of 75-85% of the car
value. Although funding of up to
100% is available in the market, as
a customer, you should try to keep
the loan amount as per your specific
need. This is crucial as higher funding
would lead to higher EMI and interest
paid over the period. The prudence
of identifying the right loan amount
can ensure your loan repayment is a
pleasant experience.
CHOOSE A LOAN THAT
SUITS YOUR NEEDS
Most customers tend to look at the
interest rate and other charges only
while considering a loan financer.
Some other finer points must be
considered too, such as customer
service, loan processing time, a
hassle-free process — all crucial
factors that we tend to overlook. It
is vital to remember that the key is
getting a loan within a stipulated
time. Evaluating the different rates is
advised before you take a loan. Many
websites offer easy EMI calculators.
DO NOT LIMIT YOUR CHOICES
You can avail of new car loans as well as loans
for pre-owned cars. Just because everyone you
know is buying a new car does not mean you
do the same. If you want a particular car, but
you are worried that a new car may burn a hole
in your pocket, you can then look at pre-owned
car options. The pre-owned car space is rapidly
getting more organised with easy finance avail-
able at attractive rates. Further, point to note is
that in pre-owned car, now-a-days, warranty is
also provided by Organized Car Dealers which
can further provide you comfort in owning the
same.  
THE DEVIL LIES IN DETAIL
What interest rate to pay and the tenure of the
loan is key metrices to be assessed before
committing to a car loan. While a tenure of
up to 7 years is available in the market, one
must only take a car loan for a period that one
is comfortable with. Also, a crucial factor to
note while determining EMI payment for a car
loan is to check if other existing loan EMIs are
manageable for you to service. As an informed
customer, one should always check if the finan-
cier/lender is charging any foreclosure charges.
There are multiple financiers who do not charge
foreclosure after a specified period of the loan
is completed.
ARE YOU A PRE-APPROVED
CUSTOMER?
Being a healthy customer of a bank comes with
certain advantages. If you are a good customer
of your existing bank, then chances are more that
you may have a pre-approved car loan under your
name. Availing of pre-approved car loans is usually
easy and efficient with the least paperwork and
time.
A HEALTHY CREDIT SCORE =
FASTER PROCESSING 
APPROVAL
Maintaining a healthy Credit Score is of utmost im-
portance; more so when you seek faster approvals
and loan processing. Having a credit score greater
than 750 helps you secure the best of terms and
speaks well of your financial fitness. Your bank
tends to trust you as a reliable borrower. It is
noteworthy that one can enjoy better interest rate
and/or a higher sanction of the loan amount, given
higher credit score.
It’s important that you
buy your car from a dealer who has
a healthy relationship with a bank that
can offer you finance deals. Car dealers have
different tie-ups with different lenders. Accurate
and complete documentation must be ensured to
have a hassle-free experience.
While availing of a car loan, make informed
decisions. Scrutinize. You can bag a customized
deal. Research thoroughly. Show up prepared so
that you are in the best position to get a best-
rate loan. Thoroughly review your options,
understand the nuances before you sign on
the dotted line.
The applicant needs to decide the car
model at first. Then the bank will provide
a maximum of the funding based on the
price of the car model. Once this is done,
the applicant will have to insure and
hypothecate the car for further safety. It
is then that the interest rate is decided
and the process of EMI is ascertained.
EMI should be paid without any failure
to ensure the car doesn’t get repossessed.
HOW TO AVAIL CAR LOAN?
	
z KNOW YOUR BUDGET: It is very important to know your
budget well to know what kind of car you can afford. You
should evaluate the expenses that will incur the moment you
will apply for a car loan such as car maintenance costs, car
registration cost, etc.
	
z PLAN THE AMOUNT TO REPAY: According to your budget,
plan the monthly instalment amount that will go into paying
back the amount.
	
z GET APPROVED FIRST: Just before you are ready to shop
for the car of your choice, get it approved.
	
z GO FOR CAR SHOPPING: This is the last step when you are
ready to shop for the car of your choice. Remember to
purchase a car that fits your budget.
	
z AVAIL OFFERS  DISCOUNTS: Deciding upon the right time
to purchase the car especially during the year ending
and festive season can help you gain heavy
discounts as banks offer low-interest rates,
waivers on processing fees and other offers
during these times. Watch out for offers
and discounts during festive seasons.
Bhaskar Karkera, Head of Wheels,
AU Small Finance Bank
Disclaimer: This is general
information for the
readers. For a
particular car loan,
readers are
advised to
contact the
concerned
bank.
HOW DOES CAR
LOAN WORK?
Car loans can be availed
through different modes.
1) Directly visit the bank
branch. 2) Apply online
through your bank’s internet/
mobile banking portal. 3) Get the
financing through the car dealer.
The bank you choose will collect your
documents and initiate the application
processing, which includes checking your
CIBIL score, the value of the asset (vehicle),
eligibility conditions, and more, and then give a
decision on your loan application based on the
evaluation results.
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MockingAAP roadshow,statemin
callsKejriwal‘mayoroflargecity’
Gujwelcomeseverybody.ButthepeopleofGujlovenobodyotherthantheBJP:Vaghani
First India  Bureau
Ahmedabad: The Gu-
jarat BJP made light
of Saturday’s Aam
Aadmi Party road-
show with state min-
ister Jitu Vaghani re-
ferring to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal as the “mayor
of a large city”.
He said AAP leaders
like Kejriwal and Pun-
jab CM Bhagwant
Mann, both of whom
were present for the
roadshow, were tour-
ists and would contin-
ue to remain so as the
people of Gujarat love
the ruling BJP.
“Gujarat welcomes
everybody. But the
people of Gujarat love
nobody other than the
BJP. Under the leader-
ship of CM Bhupen-
dra Patel, we will win
the 2022 polls. They
(Kejriwal and Mann)
are tourists. One of
them is the mayor of a
large city,” Vaghani
taunted.
Hitting back, state
AAP leader Isudan
Gadhvi said, “Today,
when Chief Ministers
Kejriwal and Bhag-
want Mann are visit-
ing Gujarat, state
minister Jitu Vaghani
has made a low-level
statement and played
low-level politics by
saying Kejriwal is a
man of mayoral stat-
ure. So much arro-
gance.”
“I believe his state-
ment is not an insult to
Arvindji but the peo-
ple of Gujarat, its cul-
ture. People will reply
to this when time
comes,” Gadhvi added.
Talking about the
visit of Kejriwal and
Mann, Gujarat BJP
chief CR Patil said the
BJP remains very
strong in the state,
backed by the love and
trust people have for
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.
“The BJP has been
in power in the state
for the last 27 years.
Due to its connection
with the people, it has
won one election after
the other. The so-called
tall leaders (of AAP)
have lost their deposit
on many seats in Guja-
rat. It is known to all
of us,” he said, refer-
ring to a large number
of AAP candidates los-
ing deposits in the lo-
cal elections.
“BJP is moving
strongly, backed by
trust and the connect
party workers have
with the people. We
will proceed with the
love and trust that
people have for Nar-
endra Modi,” Patil
said.
First India Bureau
Surat: During an
event held at Sar-
sana, Surat, Minister
of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi said
that when a rape case
comes to light, the
police are the first to
get blamed for their
alleged negligence.
But in most cases,
such incidents are
caused due to the so-
cially distorted men-
tality of the accused.
He also added that in
several cases, the vic-
tims are abused by ei-
ther a close family
member or neighbour.
The cause of commit-
ting such crimes is the
easy availability of
distorted movies and
clips on their mobile
phones.
Citing an example,
he said, if the father-
in-law is committing
the crime with his
daughter-in-law, then
the crime is a social
evil committed by a
mentally distorted per-
son and not a law-and-
order issue.
Clips on phone are the
cause of rape: MoS
(Home) Harsh Sanghavi
Harsh Sanghavi.  —FILE PHOTO
CMs of Delhi and Punjab, Kejriwal and Mann led a roadshow in Ahmedad on Saturday.
First India Bureau
Ahmedabad: The fi-
nal hearing on the ap-
peal challenging the
Anand District Ses-
sions court’s order on
the 2002 Ode Malav
Bhagol riot case will
be held on April 06 in
the High Court.
The Anand district
sessions court had in
May 2012 sentenced
nine persons—convict-
ed of murder and con-
spiracy—to life impris-
onment, while one—
found guilty of causing
hurt—was sentenced to
six months in jail.
The convicts as well
as the state govern-
ment have challenged
the order before the
High Court.
The trial court had
acquitted 30 others ac-
cused in the case either
for want of evidence or
on the grounds of the
benefit of the doubt.
The Malav Bhagol
killings, which oc-
curred on March 1,
2002, was one of the
nine riot-related cases
that were investigated
by the Supreme Court-
appointed special in-
vestigation team.
Idrish Vora, whose
mother Ayesha, grand-
mother Noori, and an-
other family member
Qadir Vohra were
burnt alive, is oppos-
ing the appeals.
The SIT had regis-
tered cases against 41
persons based on the
complaint filed by Re-
hana Yusuf Vohra.
One of the alleged ac-
cused had died during
the course of the trial.
Those killed in the in-
cident were identified
as Ayesha Vohra,
Nooriben Vohra and
Qadir Vohra.
During the course
of the trial, the court
had scrutinised al-
most 100 documents
and examined 67 wit-
nesses, 16 of whom
turned hostile.
Final HC hearing in 2002 Ode riot case on Wednesday
LONG TIME COMING
lll
Anand district
sessions court
had convicted
9 of murder
and conspiracy,
1 of causing
hurt back in
May 2012
—PHOTO
BY
HANIF
SINDHI
It is a wastage of time to argue
with the inevitable, best to accept
it and start working.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
WILL DIMPLE YADAV
CONTEST FROM
AZAMGARH?
This time during
Parl session,
AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi suddenly
came face to face with
SP supremo Akhilesh
in the corridor of Parl.
For a moment, both
leaders met and Owai-
si went ahead and em-
braced Akhilesh. At
first, Akhilesh opened
a box of complaints
stressing on the dam-
age AIMIM has done to
the SP in the UP polls.
But Owaisi’s was un-
phased with the com-
plaints and suggested
to ‘Let’s move ahead.’
Then on Guddu Jama-
li’s from Owaisi’s par-
ty opting for BSP, Akh-
ilesh said- ‘I told you to
send him (Jamali) to
me with the promise
that I would have made
MLC. But you did not
listen to me.’ BJP
plans to break Shivpal
from Akhilesh and
make him its candi-
date from Azamgarh,
so that the Yadav fam-
ily and the Yadav
stronghold can be
split. The only option
left before Akhilesh is
to either field his wife
Dimple from Azam-
garh or bet on SP Dis-
trict Prez Havildar.
YOGI’S DARD-E-DIL
After the division
of depts in cabi-
net, UP CM Yogi was
talking ‘off the record’
to some journos in
which he revealed that
he wanted Swatantra
to be Dy CM, as well as
Mahendra  Jaipratap
Singh as ministers in
his cabinet, but a list
of Delhi High Com-
mand was already pre-
pared. When this list
was given to him to
see, the names of Shri-
kant and Sid-
dharthnath were also
included in
it. Al-
though he
protested
and ques-
t i o n e d
that ‘when
the image of a corrup-
tion-free government
is to be presented, then
why were these names
included?’ After which
both the names were
dropped. Sources re-
veal that Shrikant
Sharma has got assur-
ance from BJP high
command that BJP
will make him its LS
candidate from Mathu-
ra in 2024, before
which he can be made
in charge of an impor-
tant state by bringing
him in the organiza-
tion. Regarding
Brajesh becoming Dy
CM, Yogi clarified that
his first choice for Dy
CM as Brah-
min face
w a s
Dinesh
S h a r -
ma.
CONGRESS SATRAPS
BARGAINING WITH
PARTY HIGH
COMMAND
There are indica-
tions that Karna-
taka Assembly polls-
may be held ahead of
time. Although Karna-
taka’s polls are to be
held in May 2023, the
BJP plans to hold elec-
tions along with Guja-
rat polls in December.
After waving saffron
flag in 4 of 5 states, the
BJP and the Sangh are
in a tizzy and the party
feels somewhere that
there has been a rapid
polarization of Hindu
votes in the state on
the issue of hijab and
therefore, the political
atmosphere is in BJP’s
favor, so this opportu-
nity should not be
missed. Sensing the
gravity of the mat-
ter, a strong lead-
er of Karnataka
Congress, DK
Shivakumar,
met Rahul and
Priyanka re-
cently. Sourc-
es reveal that
Shivakumar has pro-
posed to these 2 lead-
ers that ‘if Congress
declares him as its CM
face’ in K’taka polls,
then he is ready to
bear all polls expenses
of party. It is interest-
ing that on the same
lines, keeping in view
the impending assem-
bly elections in Guja-
rat, election strategist
Prashant Kishor has
also put forward a sim-
ilar proposal to the
Gandhi siblings. When
PK reached to meet
them, they were ac-
companied by a big
leader of the Lehua
Patidar community
and businessman -
Naresh Patel. Priyan-
ka quipped and told
PK- ‘There is still
time for Gujarat
elections, first
the party’s cen-
tral fund should
be helped.’ PK
also jokingly told
Priyanka- ‘We
used to call
you Didi. But this idea
seems to be of ‘Behen-
ji’ (Mayawati).’
CONGMEN FIGHT IN
FRONT OF SONIA
RAISING QUESTIONS
OF GANDHI FAMILY’S
HONOUR IN PARTY
Areview meeting
was convened re-
garding the crushing
defeat of Cong in Pun-
jab in which Punjab
Congress in-charge
Harish was also pre-
sent. Dimpa, a senior
state Congress leader
and MP from Khadoor
Sahib, stood up to
speak, he got extreme-
ly excited while speak-
ing and pointed his
finger direct-
ly at Harish saying,
‘When tickets will be
sold to the highest bid-
der, what then does
one expect the result
to be like.’ Chaudhary
interrupted him and
asked them to follow a
dignified language in
speaking. But when
Dimpa went on speak-
ing, a scuffle-like situ-
ation developed, the
complaint of which
reached Sonia Gandhi.
Sonia summoned both
Chaudhary and Dimpa
to explain that such
things coming in the
‘public domain’ cause
damage to party, but
both the men started
fighting again in front
of Sonia.
WILL IT BE A
SMOOTH SAILING
FOR RAHUL’S
CORONATION?
Is the Congress high
command and party
leaders supporting the
Gandhi fami-
ly drawing
up the
‘path’ for
R a h u l
Gandhi’s
c o r o n a -
tion as
p a r t y
president
in New Del-
hi? It
surely
seems
so as
highly placed sources
in the grand-old party
have revealed that it
was decided in the
meeting of Sonia and
the disgruntled lead-
ers that Rahul should
be crowned as presi-
dent in lieu of RS seat
and in return Rahul’s
coronation would not
be opposed by disgrun-
tled Congress leaders.
In such a situation, a
new problem for the
high command is per-
haps coming up due to
the meeting of both
the leaders. It now re-
mains to be seen if
this resentment
blooms into a new ‘re-
bellion’ or if the rebel
stays ‘tamed’?
..AND FINALLY
BJD chief Naveen
Patnaik’s spirits
are on 7th heaven after
a bumper victory in
Nagar Panchayat polls
in Odisha. He had
come to Delhi last
Tuesday as chief guest
at BBC’s Women’s
Sports Awards and
was also scheduled to
meet Modi, but meet-
ing did not take place.
Patnaik was told that
he should meet a sen-
ior colleague of PM.
But Naveen declined
the meet saying that
he will come to Delhi
again, when the PM
will have time’.
FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL
BY TRIDIB
RAMAN
The author is a journalist
and political commentator
and views expressed are
his personal
YOGI ADITYANATH SONIA GANDHI RAHUL GANDHI
DIMPLE YADAV
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n the auspicious oc-
casion of the first
day of Chaitra
NavratriandGudhi
Padwa,theMumbai
office of First India
newspaper was in-
a u g u r a t e d
with a tradi-
tional puja.
J a g d e e s h
Chandra graced
the occasion and
greeted all the
team members
at the momen-
tousmoment.
It was also
the launch of
thetwodigital
platforms of
First India Newspaper in the
world of entertainment –
First India Filmy and First
India Telly
, which will bring
the latest breaking news
from the Bollywood and Tel-
evision industry to the view-
ers along with the best of
gossip and one-to-one inter-
views with the hottest celeb-
rities from these worlds.
	 Jagdeesh Chandra
motivated the highly quali-
fied team to work hard and
do their best as they strive
forward to make a mark in
the entertainment industry
.
	 Film Actress Kriti
Garg, Khalid Ansari and
Ashish Tiwari, who will be
heading the Mumbai team
were also present.
Ashish Tiwari said
that he and the team
will bring the most rel-
evant content to the
lakhs and crores of
viewers who follow
these two areas of
entertainment and
he is looking for-
ward to working
with the vision-
ary Jagdeesh
Chandra and
the amazing
First India
newspa-
per.
ON 2 APRIL, THE FIRST INDIA
NEWSPAPER STEPPED FORMALLY INTO
THE MUMBAI ENTERTAINMENT WORLD
WITH THE LAUNCH OF ITS TWO
DIGITAL PLATFORMS- FIRST INDIA
FILMY AND FIRST INDIA TELLY.
PARADISE
PARADISE
ENTERTAINMENT
ENTERTAINMENT
ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
O
Jagdeesh Chandra was accorded a floral welcome by Ashish Tiwari at the First India Mumbai office
Pandit Subhash Chandra Mishra ties the holy thread on the wrist of Jagdeesh Chandra during the
puja, also seen are Anita Hada and Ashish Tiwari
Alia
Bhatt
and
Kangana
Ranaut
Karan Kundra and Tejaswi Prakash
Jagdeesh Chandra with Kriti Garg, Khalid Ansari, Anita Hada, Ashish Tiwari and the Mumbai Digital team (L–R) Faizan, Yashraj, Yogendra, Ali, Jeetendra,
Abhishek, Dinesh, Tushar, Ria, Aakash, Ankita, Nanda, Ashish, Shivani, Chandan, Priti, Maya, Aditi, Krishna and Roshni at Taj Landsend, Mumbai
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onald Malfi is
an American
award-winning
novelist and
short fiction
writer. He is
most recog-
nized for his haunting
literary style and memo-
rable characters. Malfi
writes dark fiction that
transcends genres to
gain wider acceptance
among readers of quali-
ty literature. ‘The Can-
yon of Souls’ (also pub-
lished as ‘The Ascent’) is
the first of his books to
be published in India. It
takes the reader on a
journey across conti-
nents, scaling Himala-
yan peaks and dealing
with ghosts from the
past. ‘The Canyon of
Souls’ is what the Tibet-
ans lore accords the sta-
tus of a ‘beyul’ -a Shan-
gri-La- ‘a hidden land’ of
mythical significance,
the lands between our
world and the next, be-
tween the world of mor-
tals  the world of im-
mortals. “These Divine
Lands are not meant to
be found or conquered.
They reveal themselves
to those pure enough to
see them”
Tim Overleigh is a re-
nowned sculptor, who
quit art for extreme
sports having never re-
covered from his wife
Hannah walking out on
him with another man.
Before he could attempt
reconciliation with her,
she dies in a car crash.
While out solo on a spe-
lunking expedition, Tim
meets with a fatal acci-
dent. He has a fall  is
trapped in a deep cavern
chamber. As he views his
disorienting surround-
ings, he sees the ghost of
his wife- warning him,
coaxing him out and
leading him to safety.
Overcome with despair
and guilt, he turns to al-
cohol to dim the mental
anguish and pushes him-
self to near insanity
.
A chance meeting
with his long-lost ac-
quaintance, Andrew
Trumbauer- an enigmat-
ic, rich, eccentric, adven-
ture junkie- gifts Tim
with an ‘all-expenses-
paid’, exciting expedi-
tion invitation. He
reaches Nepal- lured by
the impossible quest to
find the elusive and pos-
sibly mythical Canyon
of Souls. However, as he
meets the other five
members of the expedi-
tion, a sense of mystery
and ominous purpose
unfolds. None of them-
all six strangers to each
other- can say why ex-
actly Andrew asked
them on the journey.
Each of them carries
within- a sense of life or
death, redemption or
guilt and betrayal.
The daunting climb
will put Tim and the
team against not just the
unforgiving weather and
impossible terrain of the
Himalayas, but also a
journey through Tibetan
mysticism, deceit, death
and life-altering realiza-
tions, along with facing
the ghosts that live with-
in each one of them.
Their peregrination
leads from the Godesh
Ridge to the Valley of
Walls, to the Sanctuary
of the Gods, and the Hall
of Mirrors, before reach-
ing the never before
crossed Canyon of Souls.
But what begins as a
folklore expedition, soon
turns into an experi-
ment in torment, de-
struction and death. Will
any of the men escape
the mountain with their
lives?
“The prose is sharp
and evocative- you shiv-
er in the icy winds and
the blinding snow of the
Himalayas; the charac-
ters are layered and
deep, and the plot dia-
bolical. Above all, this
story of man against na-
ture and man against
man pulls you along at
dizzying heights.” Just
as we believe Andrew is
on a mission to cure the
tortured soul of each
man, a small gesture top-
ples our faith. Tim be-
gins to realize that their
fearless leader has two
overlapping plans- with
one obviously to com-
plete the unattainable
and the other is pure sin-
ister. It’s a journey about
strength, forgiveness,
regret, hope, death wish-
es and dark secrets.
“This is an exhilarat-
ing thriller as the men
makeadramaticascentto
the top of the world but
cannot ascend man’s in-
sidiousnature.”Asoneby
oneapersondiesmysteri-
ously
, they realize that
their frugal food is laced
with poison, the climbing
equipment has been tam-
pered with, and danger
lurks at every step.
Ronald Malfi deserves
accoladesforhisbrilliant
description of the Hima-
layan topography, the
chilling action all
through, the intermin-
gling of the present with
the past, and the subtle
details of Tim’s haunting
visions. “He has a knack
of making nightmares
seem very very real.” It’s
a thrilling edge-of-your-
seat ride that will keep
you guessing.
“This book will haunt
you after you read the
last page, giving you that
delicious chill as you
wonder whether what
seems to have happened
did!”
Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 21
Satisfaction is foreseen for
the image conscious
people trying to achieve
perfect figure and
physique. Your efforts on the academic
front will keep you in contention. You
are likely to spend an enjoyable time
with a close relation today. Your helping
hand to someone will be appreciated.
Capricorn
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 20
A lot of time may be
wasted in socialising, but
you will love every moment
of it. You will succeed in
surmounting the odds to get a stalled
job back on the tracks. Something
concerning property will work out in
your favour. A romantic outing is on the
cards.
Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 18
A rethink is in order for
those going in for a heavy
investment. Recovering a
loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty.
You will manage to defuse tensions
prevailing at home by your tactful ways.
A work trip is on the cards for some.
You will manage to weave your magic.
Pisces
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20
Spirituality will have a
special allure for you. Your
innovative ideas on the
professional front are likely
to be well received. Good health will
keep you fit and energetic. You are likely
to expand your social circle. You are
likely to get immense fulfillment in your
current romantic relationship.
Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20
Homemakers can exceed
budget in doing up their
homes. An old friend or a
relative is likely to pay you
a visit. You succeed in putting an
ambitious project on the tracks and
cross all hurdles in making it a success.
Love beckons and promises to give
immense joy and fulfillment.
Taurus
APRIL 21 - MAY 21
It is one of those days
when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do today
on the social front. Those
seeking love may not get lucky, but
persistence will pay! A friend or relative
can touch a sensitive nerve and get you
all upset. A job switch needs to be
considered.
Gemini
MAY 22 - JUNE 21
Financial worries evaporate
as new avenues of earning
open up. You will put in
extra efforts to complete a
task entrusted to you. Your academic
aspirations may take some time to get
realised. A contentious property issue
may not show any signs of getting
sorted out amicably.
Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 22
Sticking to workout routine
may benefit you on the
health front. Meeting
relatives at a marriage or
party cannot be ruled out. Support from
the family may seem most encouraging
for those aiming an academic pursuit. A
passion-filled evening is foreseen, as
romantic front brightens.
Leo
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22
You will manage to ignore
distractions and interrup-
tions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Job
prospects for those freshly out of
professional institutes are set to
brighten up soon. Those not in a stable
job can expect permanency. Health will
be satisfactory.
Virgo
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22
Homemakers will get a
chance to implement their
ideas. You are likely to be
recognised for your efforts
on the professional front. Chance of a
raise is possible for some. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving
a lot of money. You will be able to
de-stress yourself completely today.
Libra
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22
A major purchase may
make a dent in your
savings, but will help in
keeping up with the flow .
Speculation may not be profitable and
you can very well burn your fingers.
Some of you may get hard pressed to
find a good match for someone eligible
in the family.
Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22
A profitable day for
entrepreneurs is envisaged.
You may be played upon
for spending on someone
else’s needs and desires. Homemakers
are likely to enjoy the day in the
company of neighbors and friends.
Fatigue threatens in a long journey, but
adequate breaks will keep you going.
The Canyon of
The Canyon of
SOULS
SOULS
DEEPAK’S CORNER
DEEPAK
deepaklifemusings@gmail.com
R
ADITI SINGH, Model
 


	12. ETC
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/ahmedabad  I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia AHMEDABAD | SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022
11
COCONUTS CHERRIES
GREEN TEA
ZUCCHINI
Coconut oil also helps improve wrin-
kles on the face. Coconut oil, when
applied to the skin, acts as an anti-in-
flammatory and helps protect the skin
from UV rays. It has a nourishing im-
pact on the skin.
Coconut rebuilds the skin tissue and
rebuilds the connective tissues. The
best kind to get is organic extra virgin
coconut oil.
When it comes to skincare cherry
is a superfood. Anyone can get
rid of skin flakiness by regularly con-
suming cherries. Cherries prevent oxi-
dative stress which plays a major role
in the ageing process. They are high in
Vitamin C and Potassium which are
two important nutrients for skin
health. Vitamin C is important for col-
lagen and potassium which keeps the
skin hydrated.
Dark circles can be eliminated by
regularly drinking green tea. Al-
lergens are the cause of dark circles
hence foods high in quercetin such as
blackberries, blueberries and green
tea are best to fight them.
Zucchini helps in collagen produc-
tion as it has a high content of man-
ganese. It is a mineral that helps to
fight off sun damage. It also increases
skin elasticity and prevents rashes.
Other manganese-rich foods include
mussels, nuts, whole grains and oys-
ters etc.
TOMATOES
The scorching heat of the sun damages the skin
causing burns. However, tomatoes may reverse
the damage caused by the sun. The addition of a
few raw tomatoes in meals helps to reduce the
harmful impact of sun rays. According to re-
search, a diet rich in toma-
toes can reduce
UV-induced skin
damage.
GINGER
Ginger is a natural acne treatment. It
is also used in face washes, gels and
creams. Zinc limits the production of the
hormones that create acne. People with
acne-prone skin are mostly zinc deficient.
Foods rich in zinc include pumpkins seeds,
ginger and pecans.
GREEN
VEGETABLES
MINERAL
WATER
It is very important to stay hy-
drated for good health. Higher
water intake regularly gives one
healthier and glowing skin as it
helps to cleanse and purify toxic
debris and wash away rancid oils
from the skin.
Green vegetables are skin beauty
boosters because they have beta-
carotene in them. They help to keep
the skin infection free and supple in
the daily routine.
The season of sweltering heat
has come and it affects the
skin more than anything.
Curious about how to get
radiant skin? City First brings
to you seven delicious skin-
friendly summer foods that are
sure to make your skin glow.
DHANUSHREE VYAS
cityfirst@firtsindia.co.in
8 SUMMER
8 SUMMER
FOODS
FOODS
RADIANT
RADIANT
SKIN
SKIN
FOR
FOR
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CITY BUZZ
GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
SHUBHANSHI PATHAK
I
ndian Revival
Group celebrated
73 years of Indian
I n d e p e n d e n c e
through the myriad
colours of diverse
dance forms of India
in their show – Yog-
Vasantah themed
around the season,
spring on Thursday
at Triveni Kala
Sangam.
Conceptualised
and Choreographed
by Papiha Desai and
Shashidharan Nair,
the new production
saluted India as it
completes 73 glori-
ous years as an Inde-
pendent entity in
form of the portray-
al of the glorious de-
piction of Vasanta
or Spring in diverse
dance forms of In-
dia.
YogaVasantah at-
tempted to acknowl-
edge the valour of a
young nation like
India and juxtaposes
its ability to bloom
every time just like
spring which brings
with it the promise
of life, sprouting and
blossoming yet
again.
While propelling her
troupe into showcas-
ing a marvel of per-
formance, Papiha
Desai said, “In-
dia is a gifted
country. We see
all different sea-
sons in their se-
quence and get to
savour the goodness
of each. Spring is
the one that lights
up every heart as it
dawns upon the lull
and grey of winter,
comes with a prom-
ise that after dark
there is light, that
the seeds bloom into
a plush garden and
that life happens
when it is time.”
 —cityfirstdel@gmail.com
The trailer of the movie
‘Dangerous’ was launched
at a press conference
organised at Andhra
association Auditorium
recently. The program has
special guests director
Ramgopal Verma, Naina
Ganguly and Apsara Rani.
The event was followed by
high tea.
In the run-up to its Golden
Jubilee celebrations UPAAN,
Police Families Welfare
Society kicked off the Police
Families Welfare Society
Week with a Khana Khazana
competition at Jyoti Nagar
welfare centre, New Delhi
where winners of previous
competitions were also
felicitated in the presence of
senior functionaries.
As part of Police Families Welfare Society celebrations, a friendly T20 cricket
match was played between CP IX  PFWS IX at the Roshanara Club on Friday.
In its maiden match, PFWS scored an impressive 159 but lost to the better
team on the day. Anu Asthana President, congratulated the CP Delhi IX team.
chool of Fashion de-
sign of FDDI Noida
hosted Fashion Bla-
zon, 2022 during the
India Style Fashion
Week at Bikaner
House in New Delhi
on Saturday
. The show
exhibited the creativity
of young and creative
minds who are gradu-
ating this year. The
students displayed
their fashion col-
lections on the
ramp. This
show was like
a revival after
all the strug-
gles during
the pandemic
and the institute being on
hold for around 2 years.
The show director, Kaushik
Ghosh, left no stone unturned
to make this show a hit. From
streetwear to couture, the de-
signers explored every style
of fashion possible which ad-
ditionally made the whole
event exquisite as we say
. In
the 21st century
, the trends
of the fashion industry
dominate the world. These
trends not only control
how people dress up but
also rule their attitudes.
This era has summed
up the
whole atti-
tude of a
genera-
tion.
CREATIVITY
ON RAMP!
YogaVasantah
CRICKET MATCH BY COPS
SPOTTED
TWITTER UPDATES
City First
O
fficials of the Li-
ons Club of Kar-
navatistarshared
details about a unique
CSR campaign they
conducted in March
across 15 educational
institutions, girls hos-
tels and AMC schools
by distributing sani-
tary pad destroyer ma-
chines for free.
President of the club,
Dakshesh Raval, who
is also known as pad
destroyer man, said,
As International
Women's Day is cele-
brated in March, we
decided to conduct a
month-long activity of
Health and Hygiene
for Women. We re-
searched and identi-
fied institutions that
have more than 100
women or girl chil-
dren in numbers and
decided to provide
them with Sanitary
Napkin Destroyer ma-
chines free of cost. I
thank our valued do-
nors who came for-
ward to help us and
also these Institutions
who joined hands with
us for a successful
campaign. I think to
save the environment,
animals and pollu-
tion due to block-
age by the Sani-
tary napkins Pad-
man and the pad de-
stroyer man have to
work together.
The AMC School
Board Chairman is
open to such CSR pro-
jectstobeimplemented
in schools. The Club
donated machines to 6
schools in Vejalpur
area.
—cityfirstdel@gmail.com
ECOFRIENDLYDISPOSAL
S
DHANUSHREE
VYAS
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Members with sanitary pad disposal machine
Models showcased the amazing clothes on-ramp designed by students at Fashion
Blazon during the India Style Fashion Week at Bikaner House in New Delhi on Saturday
Shivika Singh
—PHOTOS
BY
MANOJ
KESHARWANI
—PHOTOS BY SHAZID CHAUHAN
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