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	1. India’s sensational success  at the 95th Academy Awards with two awards for Best Original Song for the
film RRR, ‘Naatu Naatu’, and Best Documentary Short Film for 'The Elephant Whisperers' is a historic
achievement that has filled us with immense pride. RRR also garnered great reception in the West,
particularly in the US, where it has won the Golden Globe Award for ‘Naatu Naatu’ and the New York
Film Critics Circle Award, Critics Choice Movie Awards etc. before winning the Academy award. Both the
films have beautifully captured the elements of Diversity and Inclusion (D&I).
We celebrated the International Women's Day (IWD) on 8th March 2023 and this year the theme was
"Embracing Equity". As per a Forbes report D&I are essential in business today as a healthy variety of
people from different backgrounds and cultures provides us with the balance of voices and diversity of
thought that we need. D&I help in promoting innovation and creativity and bring to the table a greater
range of skills. D&I are important elements in the Employee Value Proposition of the organisation;
employees are happier with increased productivity with improved D&I. D&I enhance the organisation's
brand image and ultimately lead to higher revenues.
The 52nd National Safety Day was successfully observed on 4th March and the National Safety Week
(NSW) celebrations continued till 10th March 2023. The theme for NSW this year was 'Our Aim - Zero
Harm'. A host of programs centred on the theme were organised by the HSE Department. We will bring
you details of the programs in the next issue of BLOOM.
During this time of the year, regional new year days are celebrated in our country. We will soon
celebrate Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, Cheti Chand, Poila Boishakh, Baisakhi, Rongali Bihu, Vishu etc. in the
coming month. Tons of new year wishes from BLOOM for all of you!
As always, please do send your suggestions, feedback and contributions to me at
mukhopadhyay.mohar@balmerlawrie.com.
Mohar
BALMER
LAWRIE
MONTHLY BULLETIN
ONLINE
Vol. 13 Issue 03 March 2023
EDITORIAL
Mr. Adika Ratna Sekhar, Chairman & Managing Director in his
address to all women Executives pan India on the occasion of IWD
quoted Sundar Pichai – “A diverse mix of voices leads to better
discussions, decisions, and outcomes for everyone.” So, while we
celebrate India’s Oscar win, let's take a more proactive stance on
promoting D&I.
 


	2. SBU: Cold Chain  won the “Best Customer Service in Cold Chain Industry” award in the Cold Chain
category as part of the World Logistics & Supply Chain Congress and Awards. The award was presented
in a grand ceremony at Taj Lands End, Mumbai on 18th February 2023. Congratulations to the Cold
Chain team!
Balmer Lawrie was declared winner in the category ‘Managing Risks & Risk Assessment at Work’ and
Runner Up in ‘Best Health & Wellbeing Program’ in the 6th Annual HSE Strategy Summit & Awards 2023
organised by M/s Inventicon Business Intelligence Pvt. Ltd. In the award ceremony held on 21st
February 2023 at Mumbai, the team comprising Mr. R S Louis, COO [LI], Mr. Rajesh Raghavan, AVP
[Operations], Mr. Milind Barve, Manager [Operations] and Md Ferozkhan U, Sr. Manager [HR] received
the awards on behalf of the Company. Congratulations to Team LI!
BL UPDATES
 


	3. SBU: Chemicals participated  in the India International Leather Fair (IILF) held in Chennai Trade Centre
from 1st to 3rd February 2023. A stall was put up at the fair to showcase Balmer Lawrie's end-to-end
leather chemicals products. The fair witnessed the participation of Buyers, Wholesalers / Dealers,
Manufacturers, Corporate decision makers and Marketing professionals from the industry. Mr. Adika
Ratna Sekhar, Chairman & Managing Director and Mr. R M Uthayaraja, Director [Manufacturing
Businesses] visited the IILF and the Balmer Lawrie stall.
Mr. Adika Ratna Sekhar,
Chairman & Managing
Director was conferred
Awards in the categories
‘CEOs Consistent HR
Innovators’ and ‘Top HR
Innovators’ on 8th February
2023 at an event organised
by World HRD Congress in
Mumbai.
Hearty congratulations to
C&MD!
 


	4. Balmer Lawrie participated  in the 12th edition of the Annual Shipping & Logistics Conclave 2023
organised by The Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry held on 10th February 2023 at
Williamson Magor Hall, at the Bengal Chamber premises. Mr. Adika Ratna Sekhar, Chairman &
Managing Director graced the event as the Guest of Honour. His address was greatly appreciated by
the members of The Chamber and all other participants. The Conclave brought together senior
government officials, shipping and logistics companies, port users, trade representatives, industry
representatives, policy makers, researchers, industry associations and academicians. Balmer Lawrie
Vacations put up a stall at the event and sponsored a lucky draw during the event.
Mr. Adhip Nath Palchaudhuri, Director
[Service Businesses] was invited as a
speaker in "CHEMERVESCENCE", the
centenary celebration program of the
Chemical Engineering Department of
Jadavpur University that was
organised from 25th to 27th February
2023. The Chemical Engineering
Department of Jadavpur University is
the oldest department in India, and
one of the oldest departments in
Chemical Engineering in the World.
Balmer Lawrie's products and services
were showcased at the event that was
a great success.
 


	5. Industrial packaging, Navi  Mumbai played host to Statutory Auditors of the Company Mr. PK Shroff and
Mr. Lalit Kumar Shroff along with Mr. Sujoy Ghosh, VP [A&F] on 28th February 2023. During their visit,
the Auditors went around the plant, including the shop floor, observed the manufacturing operations
and interacted with Executives and Officers of the unit.
Industrial Packaging, Silvassa extended a warm welcome to RDC, Khanvel during his visit on 10th
February 2023.
The students and faculty of Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH), Noida visited
Industrial Packaging, Navi Mumbai on 28th February 2023 as part of their educational visit to Mumbai.
During their visit, they went around the plant, including the shop floor, observed the manufacturing
operations and interacted with the Executives of the Company. The visit was highly enriching for the
students, and they appreciated the plant infrastructure and facility.
 


	6. A training program  on Role of Supervisors and Efficient Shopfloor Management was organised in
partnership with CII Naoroji Godrej Centre of Manufacturing Excellence, Mumbai on 17th & 18th
February 2023. Around 20 participants from SBU: Industrial Packaging plants across the country
participated in the program.
Industrial Packaging, Silvassa played host to the Independent External Monitor on 17th February 2023.
Mr. R M Uthayaraja visited the Industrial Packaging plant at Silvassa on 28th February 2023. During his
visit, he inspected the facility, took stock of the performance of the unit and held meetings with the
team.
 


	7. A customized B2B  sales training for the Sales & Marketing Team Of SBU: Industrial Packaging was held
in Mumbai on 24th & 25th February 2023. More than 20 members participated at the program. The
program was delivered through affiliates of the RAIN Group who boast of their international repute and
years of research in the domain of B2B sales.
Training programs were conducted for Kolkata based Officers [NUS] and Unionised employees during
the months of January and February 2023.
The two-day training program for Officers [NUS] of Kolkata was organised on 18th & 19th January 2023
at the Corporate Office in Kolkata. The training was conducted by Mr. Rahul Bose, Trainer, Indian
Society for Training & Development (ISTD) on ‘Enterprise Design Thinking’ and covered various topics
like:
• Concept of Enterprise Design Thinking
• Problem statements of BL for various Manufacturing Businesses, Service Businesses & support
Functions – Group Presentation in front of Business / Function Heads i.e., AVP [IA & CRO], Head
[Administration] & Head-Sales [East]
• Empathy Map creation
• Problem Solving – the 5 WHY Technique
• Power of Critical Thinking
• The Power of Teamwork etc.
The training was attended by 22 Officers and was very well received by the participants.
 


	8. As part of  second year celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) organised by DPE, Health
Camps with emphasis on AYUSH were organised at the Corporate Office and Greases & Lubricants plant
in Kolkata, at Chennai, at Industrial Packaging - Navi Mumbai and other locations on 1st & 2nd February
2023.
A one-day training program – ‘SAKSHAM’ for Unionized Employees (03 batches) of Kolkata was
conducted on 24th January at CFS - Kolkata, on 07th February at the Corporate Office and on 15th
February at G&L - Kolkata in association with Mr. Chinmay Bhattacharjee, Regional Director and Mr.
Sabyasachi Sarkar, Education Officer of Dattopant Thengadi National Board for Workers Education and
Development (DTNBWED), formerly Central Board for Workers Education on the following topics:
• Know your Business – Developing Participative Competence
• Motivating Self – To develop Positive Attitude
• Learning Agility – The Key for Success
• Problem solving Strategies
Mr. Ashok Chatterjee, Psychological counsellor, also took out time to address the participants on Social
and Mental health issues, how to tackle problems such as behavioral issues, along with challenges like
anxiety, depression etc. The training was attended by 55 employees (Batch1 CFS – 16, Batch2
Corporate Office – 21 and Batch3 G&L – 18). The Training program was graced by Mr. Abhijit Ghosh,
Director [HR & CA] at the Corporate Office and respective Plant Heads at the Units. The training
program was very well received by the participants.
 


	9. Transfer
▪ Mr. Partho  Chatterjee, VP [HR]-WR, Regional HR - West, Mumbai has been transferred to
Corporate HR - Kolkata as VP [HR].
▪ Mr. Dinesh Kumar, Deputy Manager [Sales]-Freight Forwarding, Logistics Services - Delhi has been
transferred to Logistics Services - Ludhiana as Deputy Manager [Sales]-Freight Forwarding.
▪ Mr. Kaustov Banerjee, Branch-In-Charge [Freight Forwarding], Logistics Services - Visakhapatnam
has been transferred to Logistics Services - Chennai as Deputy Manager [Operations].
▪ Mr. Babu Parthiban, Asst. Manager [HR & Administration], Logistics Services - Bengaluru has been
transferred to Regional HR - South, Chennai as Asst. Manager [HR].
▪ Mr. N Balakrishnan, Officer [HR], Regional HR - South, Manali - Chennai has been transferred to
Logistics Services - Bengaluru as Officer [HR].
▪ Mr. Girish Jain, Officer [A&F], Industrial Packaging - Asaoti has been transferred to Travel &
Vacations - Delhi as Officer [A&F].
Wish you all the best in your new role!
Re-designation
▪ Mr. K Prabhakar, Executive [Vacation], Travel & Vacations - Hyderabad has been redesignated and
elevated as Asst. Manager [Vacations], Travel & Vacations - Hyderabad.
Wish you all the best in your new role!
A full day training program on first aid was jointly organised by CFS - Mumbai, Industrial Packaging –
Navi Mumbai and Cold Chain - Mumbai at the Industrial Packaging plant in Navi Mumbai on 21st
February 2023. Employees from all the three units participated in the training program that was
conducted by Doctors from Indian Red Cross Society.
A training program on Fire Safety was organised at Industrial Packaging - Silvassa on 24th February
2023.
HSE [HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT] UPDATE
Personnel Information – February 2023
 


	10. Farewell
▪ Mr. S  Murali, Head [ARL], Greases & Lubricants - Kolkata superannuated on 28th February 2023
after successfully completing around 33 years of service.
▪ Mr. Ashish Handa, Senior Manager [Collection], Travel & Vacations - Delhi superannuated on 28th
February 2023 after successfully completing 36 years and 4 months of service.
▪ Ms. Nayantara V Suvarna, Executive [A&F], Logistics Services - Mumbai superannuated on 28th
February 2023 after successfully completing 33 years and 8 months of service.
▪ Mr. Gopendra Nath Chowdhury, Executive [Operations], Logistics Services - Kolkata
superannuated on 28th February 2023 after successfully completing 33 years and 5 months of
service.
We wish you all the best in your future life!
New Member (Note: Write-up on new members is as per inputs received from them.)
Mr. Mohamed Halith Y joined Travel & Vacations - Chennai as Manager
[Products & Operations] on 01st February 2023.
Mohamed Halith is from Tenkast district (interior part of Tamil Nadu). He has
completed Hotel Management and Masters in Tourism Management. He has 17+
experience in various industries like Hotel, Aviation & Travel Industry. He has worked
in major leading Travel brands like Thomas Cook, Yatra.com, FCM Travel Solutions
and SOTC Travel Ltd. His last assignment was with SOTC Travel Ltd. as Senior
Manager heading Tamil Nadu Region. Halith has travelled widely to various countries
around the globe including UK, Europe, Australia, Spain, Mauritius etc. He is very
excited to work with Balmer Lawrie and is looking forward to taking on new
responsibilities.
Mr. Gautam Kumar B joined Chemicals - Manali, Chennai as Manager
[Maintenance] on 15th February 2023.
Gautam Kumar brings with him over 11.5 years of professional experience in Plant
Maintenance, Engineering, and Project Management. His expertise includes
Reliability Maintenance, Project Planning and Execution, Lean, Six Sigma and IoT. In
his previous roles, he has led various new greenfield and brownfield projects and
have been recognised for his achievements in successfully establishing and running
the plant. In his free time, he enjoys playing badminton, clicking photographs and
spending time with his family. He is also a proud parent of 3-year-old Viyan Akilan.
His professional experiences, interests and family have played an important role in
shaping him into the person he is today. He believes that his diverse experiences
and skills have made him adaptable, and he is able to work well in a team. He is
excited to be a part of the Balmer Lawrie family and looks forward to working with
his colleagues.
Mr. Avinash Anant Jadhav joined Travel & Vacations - Mumbai as Asst.
Manager [Sales] on 01st February 2023.
Avinash is from amchi Mumbai and stays in Goregaon. He is a Graduate from Mumbai
University. He has 9 years of experience in the tourism industry and has worked in
the Sales function for leading organisations in Tourism. He has explored travel
destinations across seven states of India including Ladakh, Kerala, Goa, the
Andamans, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. Since 1st February 2023,
Avinash is engaged with the Vacations vertical of SBU: Travel & Vacations as
Assistant Manager. His hobbies are travelling, singing and biking.
 


	11. Welcome you to  the Balmer Lawrie family and wish you all the best.
Mr. Pankaj Kumar Sahu joined Greases & Lubricants - Kolkata as Asst. Manager
[Pricing] on 22nd February 2023.
Pankaj was born in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh and did his schooling from J N V Satna.
He did his B.E. in Mechanical from UIT BU Bhopal and his M. Tech in Manufacturing
Engineering from NIT Warangal. His first job in Cyient Ltd., Hyderabad as a Design Engineer
was through campus placement, though, he was forced to take a career break for nine months
due to the pandemic. He then joined ECIL Hyderabad as Technical Officer. His role was to
provide technical support to EVM during elections. He worked in West Bengal during legislative
assembly elections 2021 in five different districts. He also worked in BEL, Bangalore. He has
hands-on experience in the ERP tool (SAP-MM). He has a total of 3.5 years of professional
experience. He has seven members in his family including two elder sisters and two younger
brothers. His hobbies are listening to audio books, news and current affairs and he also likes to
play indoor / outdoor games like badminton, volleyball, cricket, chess and carom. He has won
chess competitions at the university level. He likes to stay fit and early morning running and
exercise are part of his hobby for the last 20 years. New things interest him. His role model is
Mr. APJ Abdul Kalam and his father. He like cats and rabbits.
Ms. Judy Johnson joined Travel & Vacations - Trivandrum as Junior Officer [Travel] on
15th February 2023.
Judy Johnson belongs to Trivandrum, Kerala. She is a science graduate and completed her B.Sc.
in Chemistry. She loves to travel and listen to music. She is also keen on learning something
new from her experiences. She has previous experience of working in the Trivandrum branch of
Balmer Lawrie for 2 years in Travel & Vacations. She is happy to share about her earlier
experience and now she is eagerly waiting to learn the new developments in the area of travel.
Mr. Vivek Vithal Wani joined Travel & Vacations - Mumbai as Asst. Manager [Ops &
Contracting] on 08th February 2023.
Vivek is an experienced Travel & Tours professional with more than seven years of experience.
Working with passion, dedication and continuously learning are three core values of Vivek. For
Vivek, Travel is not just a profession but a passion. He feels that Travel helps him explore the
world, get to know different cities, experience different cultural heritages, and taste the world’s
cuisines. Travel also helps him get close to the roots, get to know the native populations and
their distinctive lifestyles, often set amidst pristine nature. He loves dancing and is a foodie.
Mr. Karthikeyan D joined Industrial Packaging - Mumbai as Asst. Manager [IT] on 13th
February 2023.
Karthikeyan believes Balmer Lawrie brought much happiness to his personal and professional
life. He has a graduate degree in Computer Science Engineering and has experience in Supply
Chain Management. He was eagerly waiting for the opportunity from Balmer Lawrie which will
help him to grow professionally. He wishes to apply his knowledge and skills to fulfil the
organisation goal. He has mixed experience of FMS – IT support and Supply Chain Management
and he hopes that his professional degree and his experience from the previous organisation
will be useful for understanding the Balmer Lawrie work culture. His hobbies include line
drawings and 3D ground design. He believes in self-learning which is very important for one’s
development. The quote ~ "Victory loves preparation" ~ inspires him.
Ms. Shopnali Changmai joined Travel & Vacations - Kolkata as Junior Officer [Travel]
on 15th February 2023.
Shopnali is from Assam in North East India. She recently joined Travel & Vacations at Nazira
(ONGC implant). She had heard many wonderful things about Balmer Lawrie and is delighted
to join the Company. She is very excited to begin working, learning more about the Company
and finding ways to leverage her skills to contribute to the team. She is friendly and one can
reach out to her any time. If you see a new person around, well, it could be her! She can chat
about books on literature, games and other adventurous things like mountain trekking,
cycling etc. Recently she trekked in Dzukou valley and it was fun. Dzukou Valley is a scenic
valley in Kohima. It is one of most visited tourist attractions in the North East and is also a
popular adventure spot. She loves talking to people and hearing their stories. She believes
that everyone's got their own story to tell, and when you sit down with someone and talk to
them, you can learn so much. She enjoys helping people as helping is a way to connect with
people. It does not matter who they are, what matters is that they are human beings and we
are of the same race. Planting new trees / saplings, taking care of plants and raising pets are
her hobbies. These have been her hobbies since she stayed away from home on rent while
studying MBA. Lastly, she is pleased to be part of Balmer Lawrie. She hopes to contribute her
best for the success and growth of the organisation.
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