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General Bipin Rawat  The First Chief
of Defence Staff of India
 BY MOHIT-KUMAR-SHARMA
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	3. General Bipin Rawat  was the first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of India, a
position created in 2019 to enhance the coordination between the three branches of
the Indian armed forces – the Army, Navy, and Air Force. He was appointed to the
post on 31st December 2019 and assumed office on 1st January 2020. As the CDS,
he was tasked with the responsibility of transforming the Indian military into a
modern and technologically advanced force, capable of meeting the complex
security challenges of the 21st century.
Early Life and Education
General Rawat was born on 16th March 1958 in Pauri Garhwal, a district in the
northern Indian state of Uttarakhand. He comes from a family with a strong military
tradition – his father was a Lieutenant General in the Indian Army, and his
grandfather was a Risaldar in the British Indian Army. Rawat was inspired by his
family's legacy and decided to pursue a career in the military. He joined the Indian
Military Academy in Dehradun in 1978 and was commissioned into the 5th Battalion
of the 11th Gorkha Rifles in December 1979.
Career in the Army
General Rawat had a long and illustrious career in the Indian Army, spanning over
four decades. He served in various operational and administrative roles, both in India
and abroad. He was part of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka in the late
1980s and early 1990s and played a key role in the Operation Pawan, which aimed
to disarm the Tamil Tigers. He also served as a Brigade Commander in Jammu and
Kashmir, where he led counter-insurgency operations against terrorist groups. Rawat
was awarded the Uttam Yudh Seva Medal and the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal for his
distinguished service.
In 2016, Rawat was appointed as the Vice Chief of Army Staff, the second-
highest position in the Indian Army. He played a crucial role in the Indian Army's
surgical strike against terrorist camps in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in
September 2016. The strike was a retaliatory action against the Uri attack, in which
19 Indian soldiers were killed by terrorists. Rawat was also a strong advocate of the
"Cold Start" doctrine, a military strategy aimed at launching swift and decisive
attacks against Pakistan in case of a conflict.
Appointment as CDS
 


	4. General Rawat's appointment  as the first CDS of India was a significant milestone in
the country's military history. The creation of the post was a long-pending reform
aimed at improving the coordination and integration between the three branches of
the Indian armed forces. The CDS was also tasked with overseeing the procurement
of weapons and equipment, enhancing the military's operational efficiency, and
promoting jointness in training, logistics, and planning.
As the CDS, Rawat emphasized the need for jointness and integration in the Indian
armed forces. He initiated several reforms, including the creation of integrated
theatre commands, which would bring together the Army, Navy, and Air Force
under a single operational commander. He also stressed the importance of
developing indigenous defence capabilities and reducing dependence on foreign
arms suppliers. Rawat was a vocal proponent of the "Make in India" initiative, which
aimed to promote domestic defence manufacturing and technology development.
Controversies and Criticism
General Rawat's tenure as the CDS was not without controversies and criticism. In
December 2020, he made a controversial statement on the ongoing farmers'
protests, stating that some "external forces" were attempting to destabilize the
country. The statement was widely criticized, with many accusing Rawat of making
politically motivated comments.
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