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	1. FEMINIST CRITICISM
Cempaka Reno  Wulan 2225086512
Linda Hairani 2225086496
 


	2. ‘One is not  born a woman; rather, one
becomes a woman’.
Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex
 


	3. Feminist
Criticism
History of
Feminism
Type of
Feminism
FC  and Its
Relation to
Other Fields
Feminism
 


	4. Feminist Criticism
• Feminist  criticism is the literary and critical
theory that explores the bias in favor of the
male gender in literature, and which
reexamines all literature from a feminist point
of view.
 


	5. Feminist Criticism
FC has  two basic premises:
1. Women presented in literature by male
writers from male point of view.
2. Women presented in writing of female writers
from female point of view.
FC aims to understand the nature of inequality
and focus on analyzing gender equality and
the promotion of women’s right.
 


	6. FEMINISM
• In broad  definition: it is women’s movement
in 1960s to struggle for the equality of rights
as social class.
• In literature: feminism is related to the ways in
understanding literary works, in both
production and reception.
 


	7. The Terms
• Feminist:  a political position referring to a
woman striving for an equality of right
• Female: a matter of biology
• Feminine: a set of cultural characteristics
given by the society
 


	8. History of Feminism
•  First Wave Feminism
• Second Wave Feminism
• Third Wave Feminism
 


	9. First Wave Feminism
Historical  Content
Women widely are considered to be:
• Intelectually inferior
• Physically weak
• Emotional, intuitive, irrational
• Suited to the role of wive and mother
• Women could not vote
• They were not educated at school/universities
and could only work in manual jobs.
• A married women’s property and salary were
owned by her husband
 


	10. First Wave Feminism
•  Rape and physical abuse are legal within
marriage
• Divorce available to men but far more difficult
to women
• Women had no right to their children if they
left a marriage
• Abortion was illegal.
 


	11. First Wave Feminism
•  First-wave feminism refers to a period of
feminist activity during the 19th and early
twentieth century in the United
Kingdom, Canada, and the United States.
• The key concerns of First Wave Feminists were
education, employment, the marriage
laws, and the plight of intelligent middle-class
single women.
 


	12. First Wave Feminism
•  Over all goal: to improve the legal position for
women in particular to gain women the vote.
• Basic assumption:
Men and women have separate, biologically
determined roles and duties in society.
Women work in the private sphere (the
home), men in the public sphere.
• Active until the First World War I
 


	13. Second Wave Feminism
Historical  Background
• Women could attend school and university
• Women did not receive equal pay for the same
work
• It was easier to gain a divorce but socially frown
upon
• Rape and physically abuse within marriage were
illegal but husbands were rarely convicted
• Abortion was still illegal
• Women’s body were objectified in advertising
 


	14. Second Wave Feminism
Basic  assumptions:
• Society is pathriarcal
• Women may have legal rights but they are still
treated as inferior.
• Women should be equal to men in all
respects.
 


	15. Second Wave Feminism
•  The second wave of feminism which occured
in 1960-1980, came as a response to the
experiences of women after World War II.
• It dealt with inequality of laws and pioneered
by Betty Friedan.
• Women achieved championed abortion
rights, reproductive freedom, and other
women’s health issues.
 


	16. Third Wave Feminism
Historical  Content
• Women seem to be more equal to men
• Women are no longer obligated to marry or
have children, and marriage is more equal.
• The legal system is better at protecting
women’s right.
 


	17. Third Wave Feminism
•  Third-wave feminism seeks to challenge or
avoid what it seems the second wave's
"essentialist" definitions of femininity, which
often assumed a universal female identity and
over-emphasized the experiences of upper-
middle-class white women.
• Third-wave feminists such as Elle Green often
focus on "micro-politics", and challenge the
second wave's paradigm as to what is, or is
not, good for women.
 


	18. Third Wave Feminism
•  Third wave feminism was a continuation and
response to the perceive failures of the
second wave.
• The movement that called as young feminist
emphasizing collective action to effect
changes and embrace the diversity
represented by various feminisms.
• They focused on a multicultural emphasis and
strived to address problems stemming from
sexism, racism, social class inequality and
homophobia.
 


	19. Types of Feminism
•  Radical Feminism
• Liberal Feminism
• Socialist Feminism
 


	20. Radical Feminism
• Radical  Feminism arose within the second
wave in the 1960s.
• RF focused on the theory of patriarchy as a
system of power.
• RF paid particular attention to oppression
based on sex and female bodily disadvantage.
 


	21. Liberal Feminism
• Liberal  feminism aims to achieve equal legal,
political, and social rights for women.
• It wishes to bring women equality into all
public institution and to extend the creation
of knowledge so that women’s issues can no
longer be ignored.
 


	22. Socialist Feminism
• A  central concern of socialist feminism
therefore has been to determine the ways in
which the institution of the family and
women’s domestic labour are structured by,
and reproduce the sexual division of labour.
 


	23. FC and Its  Relation to Other Fields
A. Feminist criticism and language
Feminists argue that women have to create their
own language since the existed language in
literature is dominated by ‘male language’.
B. Feminist criticism and psychoanalysis
In Freud’s point of view, the feminine is not
something simply ‘given and natural’.
 


	24. Feminists
• Bardwick and
Douvan  (Feminism
and Traditional
Traits)
• Josephine Donovan
• Elaine Showalter
• Luce Irigaray
• Julia Kristeva
• Hélène Cixous
• Donna J. Haraway
 


	25. Bardwick and Douvan
Every  person devided into
Feminist
Traits
Traditional
Traits
 


	26. Josephine Donovan
1. The  concept of authenticity
2. The concept of aesthetic
• Female steriotypes symbolize either the
spiritual or the material, good or evil
 


	27. Josephine Donovan
• Female  stereotypes symbolize either the
spiritual or the material, good or evil
• Under the category of the good-woman
steriotypes: those who serve the interests of
the hero
• In the bad evil category are deviants or reject
serve man or his interest
 


	28. Elaine Showalter
Feminist criticism  divided into two distinct
varieties:
1. “feminist critique,” which focuses on “woman
as reader – with woman as the consumer of a
male-produced literature,” and
2. “gynocritics,” which “is concerned with
woman as writer – with woman as the
producer of textual meaning.”
 


	29. Elaine Showalter
• She  provides an exemplary feminist critique of
Thomas Hardy’s The Mayor of Casterbridge to
demonstrate that “one of the problems of the
feminist critique is that is male-oriented
• Showalter presents gynocritics as a way “to
construct a female framework for the analysis of
women’s literature
 


	30. Elaine Showalter
• She  then moves on to an engaging discussion
of the experiences of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning and other female authors to show
the need for “completeness” in discussing
women authors’ work way
• The elements that have characterized
women’s writing: awakening, suffering, and
unhappiness among others.
 


	31. Luce Irigaray
• Irigaray  focuses on language role, women’s
language.
• Woman should not talk “like” a woman, but
“as” a woman.
• The word ‘like’ means the writer fully
understand and put herself into the the frame
of writing.
 


	32. Hélène Cixous
• Language  and the resistance of phallocentrism
are the area of concern.
• HC posits the existence of an écriture
féminine.
• Écriture féminine is the result of the
domination of male-centered language.
 


	33. Donna J. Haraway
•  Haraway posits a cyborg concept to society.
• Cyborg concept deconstructs the division of
male and female existed in society.
 


	34. References
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Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory.
Manchester University Press. New York.
Newton, K.M. 1997. Twentieth-Century Literary
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