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	1. “The How and  What To Do”
 


	2. Step 1
        Choosing Your Topic:
        “The Solar System”




Focus on one planet, have it
approved by the teacher.
 


	3. Step 2
                  Finding your information:

 Surf the Net
For information, check out useful URLs,
general information online, almanacs or encyclopedias online
such as Britannica. Use search engines and other
search tools as a starting point.
 


	4. To find books  in the Library :
 Go to students on line, CCPS media center.
           (follow the instructions)
        You can use almanacs, atlases,
        encyclopedias and dictionaries,
        magazines (Time, National Geographic)
        and newspapers.
       You can go to the public library, have your parents
       Help you get a library card if you don’t have one.

      As you look on web sites, write down the
      Web address, from the address window. Keep track
      Of all the web sites you take information from.
      When you use any book, write down the title,
      author and year it was published and page number
       where you found the information.

As you find information you want to use, record it in your journal.
 


	5. STEP 3.
                     STATE YOUR THESIS
Write your thesis statement down in one sentence.
Your thesis statement is your main idea.



                    Step 4.
Make an outline, be sure to answer the questions I’ve
given you on the data collection sheet.
 


	6. Example of your  cover page:


                  Mission to Neptune
 


	7. Data collection sheet


                                     PLANET _________________
                                          DATA COLLECTION SHEET
                                  Astronaut Name: ____________________________
                                  Planet destination: ___________________________



                Who or what is your planet named after (namesake)?
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________



                How far is your planet from the sun (distance in kilometers)?
                How big is your planet (in diameter)?
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________




                List some interesting facts about your planet.
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________
                _______________________________________________________________________

                _______________________________________________________________________
 


	8. After collecting all  your data, it is time to write your report.
You will start out with a handwritten draft. Putting your notes
In order and here is an example of what is needed.



  INTRODUCTION - State your thesis and the purpose of your research paper clearly.
  Explain briefly the major points you plan to cover in your paper
  and why readers should be interested in your topic.


  BODY - This is where you present your information to support your thesis statement.
  List your information and facts in an order that the reader will understand.



  CONCLUSION - Restate or reword your thesis. Summarize your main points.
 


	9. Do not include  any information that is not about your topic, and do not include
 information that you do not understand. Make sure the information that you
 have is carefully recorded in your own words.
  Document all ideas borrowed or quotes used very accurately.
 As you organize your notes, jot down where you found that information. This will
 Go on the last page. Example to follow.



       When your outline is completed, you will be assigned a partner,
who will then read it. Your partner will need to be able to understand
what you are talking about and will have a check off list.
After your partner has read it and given it to you to revise,
you may put it in the computer and make a final draft.
 


	10. Your final draft  can include pictures, video and sound.
   Make sure you cite where you got them from on your last page.

     Cited Works:
     www.flickr.com/groups/moonshots/
     http://nausetschools.org/research/worksgrade3.htm




           Examples:
For an article from the World Wide Web:
Name of the author, if you can find it, last name first.
Title of the article, in quotes.
Title of the home page, if available, italicized.
Date you visited (see the examples).
First part of the http address (see the examples), in brackets.
 Schaller, George B. "Tiger."World Book Online. 16 Dec. 1999.
<http://www.worldbookonline.com>. "Cheetah."
The Cyber Zoomobile. 23 Nov. 1998. <http://www.primenet.com/>.
 


	11. What is Copy  Rights?
Let’s talk about understanding what it means to copy directly
from the articles and internet information you find.
The person who wrote the information, took the pictures
or wrote and played the music own it. Just as if you were to draw
a picture of a cat, that is your cat picture, no one else
should put their name on it. Just as you would not take
someone else’s lunch or anything else they own.
 


	12. What is Fair  Use?
Fair Use does not mean that everything is up for
grabs.
Fair Use means that for purposes such as teaching,
reproduction of original
works is not an infringement of copyright.
How do you know what is included under Fair Use?
Three ways to know it is Fair Use:
1. USE - If you are not going to profit, make money,
     then you can borrow it.
2. NATURE OF THE WORK - If it is a fact, stated as a
     fact, used for
educational information.
 3. AMOUNT USED - When adding music, if you use
     part of the music for a
 presentation, it would be ok.
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