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	1. ( From the  Book : Adriaan Kamp - Tales of Conversion, Amazon)
Publication date: 2017
Fictional Tales of Conversions of Nations.
(from Empire Era to Planetary Consciousness)
Let me conclude this booklet with some (fictional) examples of how our nations
could find themselves inspired by the invitation from Pope Francis and the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, and see themselves on the path of conversion
and convergence towards a more planetary conscious, including a better balance
between human formation, ecology and economy development.
These conversions from Empire era to a much more harmonic Planetary
consciousness doesn’t come by itself, but will truly require the eyes and minds of
Awakening and the Leadership skills be-fit to move away from what is today- till
what we would like to see, experience and aspire for our tomorrow.
As our world is accelerating and becomes ever so much more a complex bee-hive
place of diversity, complexity, connectedness, ambitions, and urgencies in our
 


	2. social, economic, financial  and political lives, the invitation and the “duties of
care” put on ourselves is not for the meek, but truly asks for courage,
imagination, creativity, stewardship and skills.
As it is today already quite a skill to maintain the present (national) operating –
political, government and corporate business system(s) working, we actually
seem to have little time to think and reflect a little deeper- and see the
consequences of our today’s intra-nation systems and daily actions on the longer
time-frame, nor do we take the time to imagine and experiment enough with
making room for the new.
Making “room for the new” – in our overly systemized bureaucracies- simply
does require effort, creativity and inspiration.
A simple mantra in use in present day leadership (training) – both in government
administration as well in business is the following:
If it is working, and it ain’t broke- don’t fix it
When there is a crisis, just keep your heads-down and keep working at it
We don’t need (Policy) Visions. We just need keep working and staying out of
trouble
Very generally speaking, these forms of operational credo’s has taken form and
root in Presidential Offices and Boardrooms alike , over the last decades12
, and
are – again very generally speaking- valid in the more state-led economies as
well in market-based economies3
.
As present days and times can feel pressing, - with simply overwhelming
agenda’s and a sheer amount of administration,
with job duties and cares, financial and performance delivery targets, global and
local market changes and competitions, national debts, and monetary crisis,
social issues, global or more local conflicts, rivalries for position, national
re-elections or re-organisations and so on-
It requires insights and eyes on essences in order not to fall in the trap of
re-active management, but stay on course for Pro-active Governance and
Visionary Leadership.
Re-directing the course of a Nation, is like being a captain of a large super-tanker
wanting to change course.
It takes time. It takes patience. It takes skills. And it requires a New Soft-Tuned
Navigational Operating Guide.
3
e.g. aftermath of the Financial Crisis of 2008
2
e.g. also a result of the Financial Crisis of 2008 and low-economic growth/ low oil prices of 2015-2016
1
in the East and in the West
 


	3. The re-direction of  a Nation asks for inspiration, vision, persistence,
re-organisation and the build-up of momentum and organisation of capabilities4
–
attuned between the established organisational forms and formats in business, in
government and with their societies- and in order to achieve and succeed over
longer period of times.
The re-direction of a Nation asks and invites us to transcend a little from our own
working and political interests and to learn better to converse and converge
short-term political opportunistic behaviours into true opportunity and vision
(dream) building with the more longer-term wave and impulse5
:
1. What role and function can our Nation play in the build-up and realisation of a
more Planetary consciousness?
2. What duties of care do we have in our own Nation to further and advance the
human development, ecology and economy balance- such that the Nation can
truly become a Sustainable society (UN Sustainable development Goals)
3. What can we do for our Neighbours and other Nations, and how best can we
organise our national (organisational capabilities and) outreach and trade
relations such that we make a positive contribution to the rise of Nations, and the
attainment of UN Sustainable development, including Peace and All Good?
4. How can we bring about and organize these changes- Top-Down and
Bottoms-Up – with our local, regional and federal government and business
administrations- in check and attuned - to the directional change we aim to
achieve?
It can only come about as part of a long-wave resonance and impulse6
- which
can stand the test of times.
It can only come about if the people of the Nation are touched by their hearts,
and feel inspired by this invitation and call for this form of National change.
It can only come about (well) if the aspirations of change and conversion are a
natural and logic component of the history, culture, elite and establishment, but
include dire considerations for the invitation to “make room for the new” be-fit
to a better Planet and better Life for all.
It can only come about if the general population, government administration and
economic business community feel safe and secure, nationally and
internationally, such that time and attention can be given to advance and
converse today’s.
6
E.g. Laudato Si! UN Sustainable development goals, The Spirit of Assisi Interfaith peace building and shared
planetary consciousness
5
E.g. Laudato Si! UN Sustainable development goals, The Spirit of Assisi, Interfaith peace building and shared
planetary consciousness
4
Forms and Formats between Government, Business, Science, Religion and Society
 


	4. Generally speaking, change  comes best when we know how to address a couple
of very simple, but essential ingredients, for the journey of change:
1. What shadow sides in our present Establishment and National Operating
Theatre (system) do we like to heal, change, improve or make better?
2. Where do we see we can make room for the new in our National Operating
System for human development, ecology and economy balance, growth
and improvements?
3. What goes well and can we celebrate, and what deserves our every
attention?
It’s almost like human psychology. It’s almost like sports championship training
and coaching.
And in this journey of analysis, training and inspiration- we see well when we
know how to attune the Body, the Mind and the Soul of the Nation with the
aspirations and conversions and shared convergence, “the Star”, we aim to
reach.
Pope Francis encyclical Laudato Si! can be an inspiration for these forms of better
dialogues and conversations- to blueprint these new workable policies,
government administration strategies and business plans that can help to
roadmap this journey- and bring the conversion and this convergence about.7
The UN Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda is another form and platform
asking and inviting us to do so.
The essence of the conversion from a more Empire Era towards a Planetary
Conscious National Operating System is not an easy one.
Not when the times are hard or demanding, and not when life is a party and
people like to entertain.
But the decision to start on this journey can be made by every citizen, every
politician, every government official and every business boardroom director,
around the world, right as we speak.
Of course the attentions of the governments of least developed or rapid
developing nations is and are to be different than those who are presently
leading in human and economic development.
But the essence remains the same: to foster a spirit of brother-sister
companionship, cross-cultures, cross-race and cross-national boundaries and that
truly helps to integrate the nation as a member of the rise of planetary
7
 


	5. consciousness, stewardship over  human dignity and nature, and the taking care
of the Common Home (Creation).8
In the more longer-wave change programs9
we have come to learn, see and
understand that discipline, passion and fun are not each other enemy: in
essence- and if we aim to achieve a change and conversion program in our
society over a longer period of time (5-10 years), then our aim is to build-in
enough “carrots and low hanging fruits” such that the conversion can be carried
out, followed-through and is attractive to all
My practice experience with Energy Architecture Transition working programs are
excellent examples of how national economic and societal (sectorial change
programs) can be organised and led by this better form of integrated governance
and care.
Extend this to the whole of society, economy and ecology- and you may
appreciate with me- the dimensions of the landscape we find ourselves in.
Of course, I am also very much aware of “the pendulum at swing” and the
workings of more nationalistic (populism) sentiments10
with that of a more global
humanity and planetary consciousness-
Let us please understand: we are a world in transition, and - in transition- we
can see and find ourselves in the eye of the storm, in the storm or having
achieved or set our Sails on the New Land and Shores.
But what I do know is:
If we don’t dare to become ourselves the ones that choose to cross this Storm
and Blue Ocean11
, how else can we hope to arrive at the new Shores?
And again with Gandhi:
“You must be the change you want to see in the world.”
Let me now try to paint you a couple of (fictional) conversations that we may see
and hear when we start to move from empire to planetary- and look at our own
nations with a little different lens and view:
11
This word is here also used symbolically. Blue Ocean strategies has become a known term in use in the
international business community.
10
Me First
9
Corporate
8
It has been St. Francis and the present St Francis FMO order that proofs that povery and planetary
consciousness are not each other enemy. The contrary is in this case actually true: by adopting the vow of
poverty, the Saint Francis order has found and received grace for a extra-ordinary level of spiritual
consciousness and human awareness, in grace.
 



	7. “America Exceptionalism” not  such a good idea, not for our better tomorrow
It’s obvious. It’s clear.
Claiming our Exceptionalism in a world where everybody longs for his or her own
dignity, respect and rightful place, is no longer such a good idea.
Yes- we are a great country, but so are so many others (if not all) also.
It is when I changed my own minds and views, and start to see the world as an
interconnected whole, that I ever become so much more aware of our own
humble place on planet Earth (we are only with 350 million people).
It is when I changed my own minds and views that I became also aware of some
of the shadow-sides of my nation, and that has imprinted so much on our world
today.
Let us agree that the consuming patterns of our average American family is way
beyond what our Planet sustainably can carry.
Let us also agree that the ways we have exported our business cultures has done
really some good, but has also been the cause of much of the McDonaldfication,
digitalisation and commercialisation troubles of societies around.
Our society, our nation, is just a little bit odd with the “green back” : money has
become too important in our society: in our governments, and in our businesses.
I feel personally very sorry for that.
On the military I feel personally a little mixed. Whilst it is or can be hold true that
we have helped to liberate or maintain peace and order over some turbulent
decades and years, ever since world war II- I am a little concerned with the
intensity and the enormity of the ever galloping weapons industry and what this
may bring to future generations:
If we are going to use all these advanced weaponry and robotized warfare tools-
who else is going to do and use this over the next decades? And with what
consequences?
Personally, I believe our coming century deserves our every attention for the
demilitarization of our and all nations.
I am also a little disappointed that we are yet to find a better balance between
our diplomacy, military and our actually more positive active nation and peace
building12
.
I feel we have a blind spot on international and cultural subtleties and nuances,
and have yet something to learn.
12
UN Sustainable development
 


	8. This has been  true in Vietnam, Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria and so on.
We have got a lot to learn, as we also have a lot going for us.
Yes.- I really like our optimism, our generally speaking positive can-do, and our
ways of going about the more practical things: Americas great inventors,
entrepreneurs and big dream politicians and international change leaders, such
as Martin Luther King, Kennedy, Reagan, Clinton, Obama and so on.
We have done and accomplished a lot.
I believe America (we) is and can become an even more important part of the
puzzle that can help our world future further-
Yes I believe we in America can start and become a very good member of this
New Planetary Dream of Conversion and Convergence.
 


	9. Saudi and Dubai  Riches no longer so cool
It took us quite a while to come to Assisi. We are simple too busy. Too busy with
minding my hotels, businesses and new start-ups
Yes- we in Saudi and Dubai, we have take extra-ordinary steps to allow for the
rapid creation of new businesses and dreams for our society and youth.
Under the wise and visionary leadership of our King Salman and Sheikh Rashid
Al-Maktoum – Dubai has now e.g. an under-minister of Happiness, as we have a
new drive and vision for making our countries the centre of world business,
innovation, sustainability, entertainment and peace.
Our education and cultural programs are excellent and have become second to
none.
We are truly on top of the world.
Nevertheless all that-we feel that we were maybe something lacking- in the
cosmopolitan development of Dubai specifically or that we had a cultural
(interfaith) blind spot for what is needed or may be coming.
Then we observed this 4-days interfaith business & spirituality retreat possibility
in Assisi- and which further programmed a more in depth conversation on
Laudato Si and the UN Sustainable development Goals.
And to our surprise- we are taken.
We are taken what this has personally meant to us, as we have been given an
insight I believed was not possible.
Let me explain
Abundance and Richness are generally seen in our faith as a blessing of God
(Allah)- for work well done.
But by being in contact and dialogue and conversation with my peers in class in
Assisi, the program, and the deep spiritual conversations also with the Friar
Minors of the St. Franciscus order- we have seen a new interpretation and new
reality in this message of our beloved prophet Mohammed.
Care for the Common Home and Creation is a shared theme and topic in all
religions.
As such- the call of Pope Francis to better care for human development, ecology
and economy- in more balance- could have been a call from my Prophet as well
any of our religious leaders in our faith.
 


	10. When this insight  sunk a little in into our own thinking and reflections, and as we
walked the pebbles and streets of Assisi- something odd started to take hold in
us and in our mind:
Of course, and first of all, there is the story of St Francis, a man- who some 800
years ago to decided to change his eyes from attaining material wealth into
caring for the poor and deprived.
And to live only for Peace and All Good.
To that end, I am a little saddened how some of (the messages in) my religion,
Islam, - which means Peace- has also been made and seen by others in
connection with the rise of international terrorism13
. In fact, a latest article in the
New York Times argues that my country is both arsonist and firefighter in this
arena. That concerns me, and we should speak a little more on this- what can we
together do- to change this ? 14
But secondly, and in addition- it appeared to us- how the simplicity of the
present village and people in Assisi (there are no luxury hotels above 3/4-stars)
actually shines on them in beauty and peace – and on all people visiting this
somewhat miraculous mountainside township.
How Assisi (and the people of Assisi) is and can be actually another star-example
of how we may want to live.
It made us both feel a little nostalgic. And it made us remember the early days of
our beloved mother lands- when simplicity and beauty were also still very much
connected.
The early days of our native and beloved mother lands were the days when we
saw ourselves more in community, more in peace, and more in touch with our
natural environment.
Now, if I think back of how our present country look like- of course – we are
very proud and honour the achievements and guidance of our wise leadership,
but we also feel a little awkward to think about all these 5 and 7 star hotels,
their swimming pools and their luxury apartments and food.
We personally now feel also a little more attracted to live our life a little more in
simplicity, in attunement and in doing good.
Given the rat-race and rapidizations of our societies, I can see now a new role
and function in my life and in our beloved countries:
14
perceptions
13
New York Times article : Saudis and Extremism: ‘Both the Arsonists and the Firefighters’,
August 25, 2016
 


	11. Helping to nurture  this more planetary consciousness, Helping to build more
Peace, Growing more subtle care for each other and more care for our beloved
planet and nature (also in our energy business).: in a new and more humble
form of simplicity and care.
Yes- we can see with some new eyes, and Yes- we are highly inspired to bring
forth some good new works that may help to foster this (interfaith) Spirit of
Assisi.
Yes we believe that inter-religious dialogue – as proposed and practiced here in
Assisi- is more than needed and welcome. Also in our religion of Islam and
between our religious leaders, and between the people of good will and faith.
May Allah Bless!
 


	12. Old Europe’s weaknesses  – please forgive me- may actually still be a holding
place where we can inspire and learn to better live, share and care
Yes- Europe seems to run a little out of steam, these last couple of years. A
range of crises15
has assumed a lot of time and agenda space. But let´s not
write-off this Grand Old Lady, nor ignore it´s ever available beauty.
The countries and societies of Europe has still a lot speaking for them. Let me
explain:
It was only 3 years ago, that the EU received the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, and
for the political and social experiment of integration and peace building after the
second world war. The commitment and convictions in Europe for freedom of
movement, speech, services and goods cannot be ignored or understated. Add to
this the levels of maturity, bench strength and resilience of the intelligentsia and
general population, including the elites of societies on their global (planetary)
consciousness, wish for sustainability and doing well in the Paris Climate Change
accords.
Of course this is not always fully carried by their national and political
government administration programs, nor by Europe s multi-national businesses
that compete internationally.16
Europe administration and business community could truly benefit if they were
better able and adopting the words and meanings of Laudato Si and UN
Sustainable development in their mainstream businesses, government
administration and economies.
Nevertheless all that- you can see and witness in Europe the rise of a whole new
creative class17
, and that actually is quite active in shaping a new formed
network , communities and sharing economy, and that can become exemplary to
other countries or blocks.
As such- the richness and diversity of free expression and lifestyles in Europe is
and remains a jewel in our cultural diverse world and global civilisation.
Add to this, the general availability of lots’ of practical know-how on sustainable
energy, sustainable development and sustainable societies, and you know that
Europe’s future is far removed from her retirement.
Europe however would grossly benefit, if national and more regional
governments and administrations – would recognize this new role and
opportunity Europe has in the wider scheme of things: to become a laboratory, a
program school and a helping agent for the realization of Sustainable Societies.
17
Approximately 25% of the European Population of 500 Million
16
Some can be seen doing lip-service or window dressing
15
E.g. Russia-Crim-Ukraine Conflict, Syria war, (ISIS) terrorism and refugees/immigration, Euro Crisis, Greek
Bail-out, Youth Unemployment in Southern Europe, Turkey Coup, Brexit, Nato Alliance, etc.
 


	13. Less telling. More  Listening. Better serving. 18
The present rivalries and competitions of the national governments of Europe
and its’ business communities in international trade has better to stop19
:
Europe would be so much better to the world, if it knew how to better integrate
the key and new future values20
in her delivery chains in the more serving
sustainable development programs- cross countries, cross cultures, cross silo’s
and cross working interests- and such that true New Bridges of hope, inspiration
and conversions can be created from Europe to the Rest of the world.
A new and shining “Face of Hope” and “Heart of Compassion” in our
international family.
I am confident and sure she can.
20
In accordante with Laudato Si!
19
It has been a well known joke in the International diplomatic circes of the US and the rest: Who to all when
you want to speak with Europe?
18
Obviously the historic past of colonialisation and surpression of others (slavery) better in the conscious mind and
international relationship habits: truly demonstrating the learnings from past mistakes
 


	14. China’s Leadership ready  for a new phase of Compassion, Freedom and Soul
I think I might state the obvious:
Can you imagine what it takes and how complex a job it is to steer China present
economy and society?
The enormity of our country: 1.2 Billion people and growing, and with an
economy and manufacturing goods and services capabilities in world reach and
scale, now second to none.
How can you lead and manage this?
On purchasing parity and on power of the economy- we are long past Japan, and
now soon also USA.
We are simply the greatest and most influential (and hence responsible) nation
on Planet Earth.
So- the 21st
century will be the century of China. And Asia.
China will assume again its’ rightful place in the ranking and positions of nations.
Presidents Xi China dream already a reality.
Of course- China is not without its’ own growth challenges. We know we have
some inefficiencies and political and business corruptions to take care of. We
know that we have severe and serious environmental pollutions and damages.
But I have no doubt that our Political Leadership will find the scientific best ways
to tackle this and lead China from this course – into more clean and safer
havens.
The difficulties in China may actually also be an opportunity.
As I have come to learn of the Spirit of Assisi and Laudato Si!- I actually see
something which may become a true new value in our Country Leadership and
programs:
How if we learn and know how to bring more compassion, more heart and more
soul into the Political Party and our Business Community Leadership?
How if we take the time and learn our present people and our leadership to trust
a little more, and to make room for some new freedoms, including inner
well-being and freedoms.
How wonderful if China would raise its’ care and compassion for every living soul
in China, and also that we use this form of new found compassion and heart in
our international and overseas exploitations .
 


	15. The last Olympic  Games in Rio showed some of this New Hope, and this longing
for a New Spirit in China.
It was Miss Fu Yuanhui- a member of our China Swimming team- that - thanks
to her most funny and honest expressions after her swimming contest, and made in
plain public, – that changed the eyes of her team and sports leadership.
"Failure is no longer a Shameful word".
Her Honesty, and Miss Fu Yuanhui funny ways of going about things helped our own
national (sports-) leadership and our government to relax and relief a bit:
And China (as perhaps the rest of whole world) simply loved (the ways of) Miss Fu
Yuanhai.
So- this is truly a form of some New Hope.
Some New Hope- that things can be a bit more relaxed- and less achievement
seeking- in China.
As such- we may be encouraged by the present Political leadership choice of
making Confucius again a historic leading moral thinker of choice.
Yes- I recognize how difficult it is, and must be to steer a political process
attended by the People Representatives in congress- but how wonderful it would
be if our leadership relaxed a little more, and took a bit more time to let some of
our performance indicators down, and spend a little more time in raising the
well-bing of our people: empowering more freedoms in mind, heart and soul.
In essence, and that is what I have seen and experienced in Assisi- it is no
longer the material goods or gains that makes us happy: its’ actually the
freedom and quality of our souls, minds and hearts that makes our life rich and
wonderful.
Yes- I hope to see this Spirit of Assisi to take hold in our communist party and in
our country and abroad.
As such- we may be encouraged by the present Political leadership choice of
making Confucius again a historic leading moral thinker of choice.
Yes- I recognize how difficult it is, and must be to steer a political process
attended by the People Representatives in congress- but how wonderful it would
be if our leadership relaxed a little more, and took a bit more time to let some of
our performance indicators down, and spend a little more time in raising the
well-bing of our people: empowering more freedoms in mind, heart and soul.
China a little bit more like Miss Fu.
In essence, and that is what I have seen and experienced in Assisi- it is no
longer the material goods or gains that makes us happy: its’ actually the
 


	16. freedom and quality  of our souls, minds and hearts that makes our life rich and
wonderful.
And our Heart-warm Laughing together did some miracles too!
 


	17. Russia’s Bear Heart  ready for more caring, soft-natured and subtle
Leadership
We Russians, we have a long tradition. But we also look at the world from our
country perspective: Our country is the largest country on the Planet. Our
country covers 10 (or 11 ) time zones, and ever so much differences in people,
ethnicities and cultural backgrounds.
Nevertheless all that, we can truly speak of One Russia. One Russian Heart and
Soul for our country, for our people and for our President.
We are a Nation of Pride.
Assisi (and your team of interfaith peace building) came on my radar- by some
surprise.
Ok, it’s true that we have some of the largest Oil and Gas companies on the
planet: Rosneft and Gazprom.
And thanks to our relationships with the Dutch, and – we were made aware of
this special program in Assisi: UN Sustainable Development, Business &
Spirituality.
I must admit: I liked it.
Straight away. As a born Orthodox Christian, I have always felt for the holy
pilgrim places and shrines, and I like to travel to them, and see them.
But I must admit.
Assisi and the program of the workshops has exceeded all of my expectations.
Actually- it is a small miracle.
It opened my eyes, and it made me really feel proud, humble, almost closer to
God.
What I have learned most during my presence in Assisi- is that the way we relate
to others, is a reflection of how we are ourselves, and how we relate to God.
Knowing the complexities in my profession ( I work with Gazprom), and the
difficulties we have to manage that ship in the many gas and working interests
we have, around
And knowing how important this income stream is to the State of Russia,
I must admit- I changed my view on some of our importances and some of our
relationships. I see now better that integral human and sustainable development
is better to include in our mainstream gas business operating model.
 


	18. Now, and as  I have some good relations inside Gazprom and of course our
Political Process, and I know for sure- that some of the things we discussed here
this week I will bring home, and that will make a difference. Will help us to
become a little more open, a little more caring, and little more appreciative of
some of the efforts people in the Energy transition/Energy innovation are doing,
and perhaps a little more creative in how we can better integrate the strength of
the Russian Bear Heart, our Gazprom, into the projects and programs of UN
Sustainable Development-
As said- I am very pleased of having found this new dream: of Peace and All
Good.
 


	19. India’s rise not  to rival China or US, but just to Make India Happy in and
with the World.
Its rather simple.
Our President Pranab Mukherjee and PM Modi mentioned it – already- in their
address to the Nation on the celebrations of our 70th
year independence day.
Please make the People of India Happy.
Let me share here some quotes from our President:
● May our studies be brilliant; may there be no hostility amongst us; may there be Peace
Peace Peace.
● We are in the process of forging new relationships based on shared values and mutual
benefit with all countries.
● India’s focus in foreign policy will remain on peaceful co-existence & harnessing tech &
resources for economic development.
● India will grow, only when all of India grows; the excluded ones have to be included in the
development process.
● It is much more important to look to the future; it is time to join hands to cooperate,
innovate and advance.
● We cannot call ourselves a civilized society if we fail in providing safety and security to our
women and children.
● We must take destiny in our own hands to build the India of our dreams.
● As we build an India of smart cities, towns & villages, we must ensure they are humane,
hi-tech and happy places
India’s development can only be Sustainable Development.
If we, India and the world, fail to discern, frame and realize the more sustainable
solutions 21
, then the world, and India- will see some (serious) trouble.
India’s Developments today is almost a synonym for the (urgent and important)
call for Sustainable Development.
Everything being said and done in this booklet, and in our conversations at
Assisi, are right.
We have to find the pathways that leads us to a more happy life. We have to
curtail some of the ambition levels of some of our elite and corporate leadership,
and some of our international expansion programs.
How wonderful if we also work from the bottom of the pyramid, and Make India
Happy- and build humane and smart communities to all.
India is not China, nor America
India needs to find its’ own way of (modern) development- and best if we keep
our social fabric peaceful and happy.
21
On All 17 UN SDGs
 


	20. To that end,  the words and deeds by PM Modi are encouraging:
● I have tried to adopt the strategy of 'Reform, Perform and Transform'; tried to avoid
populism.
● The onus is on the 125 crore people of India to convert this 'Swaraj' into 'Surajya'. From
Parliament to panchayats, gram pradhans to the prime minister, everyone has to fulfill
their responsibilites. Only then will the dream of surajya come true.
● Our social unity is most important; division in the name of caste, creed hurts the country.
Need to rise above all these issues.
● We all have to fight against social evils, have to support social justice. Great leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Ambedkar ji have always stressed on the need for social unity.
Yes- It will be good if India can keep its’ eyes and ears towards the more integral
human and sustainable development.
Temper a bit our national ambition levels and the greed for money and power,
and nurture a little more the compassion and care for each other.
It will be very good to boost our (Elite) Leadership Academies of our Youngsters
with this message (Spirit of Assisi).
It will be very good if our administration and our powerful business elite could
make a National Compact on this.
This will also need to be expressed in our international relationships. Best if
Corporates and International Diplomacy is being made clear of this priority:
Please, “Make the People of India Happy”
As we (India) will and can make the world happy..
Are there some other concerns?
Yes- I think in our international politics, our relationships in the region , with e.g.
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, China (Borders) : they are all a little too
sensitive these days.
We need a détente.
In addition, we need to maintain an inclusive democracy- where different
religions, etnicities and races can live safely and harmoniously together- is also
very much of concern and importance, today.
Yes- India can benefit from this Spirit of Assisi. It fits with our Hindu religion
and tradition. It includes our Puruṣārthas.
Thank you!
Africa’s Pride powered by and for the People
 


	21. It was a  rather small news item in the Economist, but the sad reality today in
Africa is that we see some new backslides into more authoritarian leadership
styles.
Quote
From the Economist, August 2016
Some call it Africa’s second liberation. After freedom from European Colonizers
came freedom from African despots. Since the end of the cold war multi-party
democracy has spread far and wide across the continent, ofen with impressive
and moving intensities.
Many of Africa’s worst Big Men (Leaders) were swept away.
And most leaders now seek at least a veneer of respectability, elections have
become more frequent and more regular. Economies have opened-up
And yet, African democracy has stalled- or even gone into reverse. Too often, it
is an illiberal sort of pseudo-democracy in which incumbent demonises the
opposition, exploits the power of the state to stack the electoral contest in his
favour and removes constraints on his power.
That bodes ill for a continent where institutions are still fragile, corruption rife
and economies weakened by the fall of commodity prices,. For Africa to fulfil its
promise, it may want to discover its zeal for democracy.
...
When a country or continents wealth is concentrated in natural resources,
controlling the state gives a leader access to the cash needed to maintain power.
The problem is aggrevated by the complex, multi-ethnic form of many African
states, whose border may have been created by colonial whim. Voting patterns
often follow tribe or clan rather than class or ideology, so tend to lock in the
advantage of one or other group.
Can the outside world do more than provide African countries with markets?
China has become Africa’s biggest trading partner, supplying aid an dinvestment
with few or no strings attached in terms of the rule of law and human rights. But
even China, especially now that its’ own economy has slowed, is not in the
business of propping up bankrupt African autocrats.
This means that Western influence, though largely diminished, remains
considerable- for historic reasons, and because many African countries still look
to the West for Sustainable Development investments and sympathy in
international lending bodies.
But the West has flagged its efforts to promote democracy, especially in places,
such as Horn of Africa or the Sahel.
 


	22. End of Quote
Do  I really need to tell you how deeply happy I am, how truly thankful and
grateful I am with this new initiative from Assisi.
O wow- I am and was so inspired by some of the examples given and discussed:
how the more traditional oil and gas sector can become the engine for the full
programming and integration of sustainable development in the economies and
trade relations between my country and the rest of the world.
O wow- how wonderful that we may initiate some new “National Sustainable
Development Compacts” for countries such like Tanzania, Kenia, Mozambique,
etc. – and better aligned and attuned between the workings of the international
(Oil and Gas) corporate community from China , India and the OECD.
O wow- the examples given on how we can better include the voice of the people
in the development of local sustainable communities,
I simply loved the example given by you in our workshop of how we may
step-up of Jeffrey Sachs’ Millennium Development Villages into Sustainable
Communities, around.
The People of Africa will love this spirit of Assisi.
Its’ our Ubuntu.
Let us shake hands and be glad with it!
And on the Oil & Gas Industry in Africa- Source: PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC).
“The complexities and challenges facing Africa’s oil & gas industry have become daunting. As
uncertain regulatory frameworks, taxation requirements and corruption continue to rank at the top
of industry’s challenges in Africa, it also high time that governments make significant changes.”
“Furthermore, players must look at the current state of the industry as an opportunity to reinvent
themselves. Given the state of the industry, we think that stakeholders must also consider making
changes to their business models. Change is the way to survive in the ‘new energy future’. We
need to see new business models, new products, new energy sources and new strategies to meet
the new reality,”
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