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Introduction
In the works of William Shakespeare, the theme of emotional and psychological isolation is
a recurring one. Characters in Shakespeare's plays, such as Hamlet, Macbeth, and King Lear,
are often driven to madness and death due to the effects of isolation. This essay will explore
how Shakespeare uses isolation to bring about the downfall of his characters and ultimately
supports the thesis that "In Shakespeare plays, characters suffer from emotional and
psychological isolation which results in loss of sanity and ultimately leads to
madness/death". The impact of isolation on the characters in Hamlet, Macbeth, and King
Lear will be analyzed and compared, highlighting the ways in which Shakespeare uses
isolation to drive his characters to madness and death
Shakespeare's works are renowned for their insight into the human psyche and the
complexities of human nature. Through his portrayal of isolation, Shakespeare exposes the
devastating effects of loneliness and despair on the mind and soul of his characters. The
theme of isolation is evident in the ghostly apparitions and supernatural events that serve
as a backdrop to the stories of Hamlet and Macbeth, and in the family relationships in King
Lear.
In Hamlet, the ghostly appearance of the former king and the revelation of his murder drive
Hamlet to seek revenge, leading to a downward spiral of isolation and madness. Macbeth is
driven by his ambition and greed, which ultimately lead to his downfall. He becomes
isolated from his loved ones and is consumed by guilt and paranoia, resulting in his eventual
death. In King Lear, the king's descent into madness is driven by the betrayal of his own
daughters and the isolation that he feels as a result.
The isolation experienced by these characters creates a sense of desperation and
hopelessness that drives them to madness and death. Shakespeare uses this to illustrate the
 


	2. devastating effects of  loneliness and the importance of human connection. Through his
portrayal of isolation, Shakespeare shows the reader the dangers of being cut off from
society and the importance of maintaining connections with others.
Hamlet
In Shakespeare's play "Hamlet," the main character, Hamlet, is plagued by emotional and
psychological isolation as he struggles to come to terms with the death of his father and the
questionable actions of his uncle, who has taken the throne and married Hamlet's mother.
This isolation causes Hamlet to question his beliefs and consider suicide.
One of the key moments in the play where Hamlet's isolation is highlighted is in Act 2,
Scene 2, when he delivers his famous soliloquy, "To be or not to be." In this soliloquy,
Hamlet contemplates the nature of existence and death, questioning whether it is nobler to
suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune or to take arms against a sea of troubles
and by opposing end them. He goes on to say:
"To die, to sleep; to sleep, perchance to dream—ay, there's the rub: for in that sleep of death
what dreams may come, when we have shuffled off this mortal coil, must give us pause—
there's the respect that makes calamity of so long life" (Shakespeare, Act 2, Scene 2, lines
129-158).
Hamlet expresses his contemplation of suicide in this soliloquy, saying:
"To die, to sleep; to sleep, perchance to dream—ay, there's the rub: for in that sleep of death
what dreams may come, when we have shuffled off this mortal coil, must give us pause—
there's the respect that makes calamity of so long life" (Shakespeare, Act 2, Scene 2, lines
129-158).
This passage illustrates Hamlet's emotional and psychological isolation and how it has led
him to question the very purpose of life and whether it is worth living. Furthermore,
Hamlet's contemplation of suicide is not a rash decision, but a thoughtful one, as he weighs
the pros and cons of living and dying, as seen in the line "To be or not to be, that is the
question" (Shakespeare, Act 2, Scene 2, line 64).
Hamlet also questions his beliefs and personal convictions in relation to the revenge he
seeks for his father's murder. He is plagued with doubt and guilt about the morality of
revenge and the consequences it may have. He states:
"The spirit that I have seen may be a devil, and the devil hath power to assume a pleasing
shape; yea, and perhaps, out of my weakness and my melancholy, as he is very potent with
such spirits, abuses me to damn me" (Shakespeare, Act 2, Scene 2, lines 625-630).
This passage illustrates how Hamlet's isolation is causing him to question his own morality
and beliefs in relation to the revenge he seeks.
Shakespeare's play "Hamlet" illustrates how the character of Hamlet's emotional and
psychological isolation causes him to question his beliefs and consider suicide in a
thoughtful manner. Through Hamlet's contemplation of suicide, Shakespeare illustrates the
detrimental effects of isolation on a person's mental well-being and moral compass
Another moment in the play where Hamlet's isolation is highlighted is in Act 3, Scene 1,
when he feigns madness in order to investigate his father's murder. In this scene, Hamlet
tells his friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, "I am but mad north-north-west: when the
wind is southerly I know a hawk from a handsaw" (Shakespeare, Act 3, Scene 1, lines 96-
 


	3. 97). Hamlet's feigned  madness is a manifestation of his emotional and psychological
isolation, as he is forced to keep his true feelings and suspicions about his father's murder
hidden from others.
In addition to Hamlet's contemplation of suicide and feigned madness, his isolation also
leads him to question his beliefs and personal convictions. For example, in Act 3, Scene 1,
Hamlet tells his friends, "There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so"
(Shakespeare, Act 3, Scene 1, lines 61-62). This statement suggests that Hamlet has begun to
question the nature of morality and whether there is any inherent meaning in life.
Furthermore, Hamlet's isolation also leads him to question his own morality and guilt in
relation to the revenge he seeks for his father's murder. In Act 3, Scene 3, Hamlet is visited
by the ghost of his father who urges him to take revenge on Claudius, however, Hamlet is
plagued with doubt and guilt about the morality of revenge and the consequences it may
have. He states:
"The spirit that I have seen maybe a devil, and the devil hath power to assume a pleasing
shape; yea, and perhaps, out of my weakness and my melancholy, as he is very potent with
such spirits, abuses me to damn me" (Shakespeare, Act 2, Scene 2, lines 625-630).
In conclusion, Shakespeare's play "Hamlet" portrays the main character Hamlet as an
individual who suffers from emotional and psychological isolation, which results in loss of
sanity and ultimately leads to madness/death.
Macbeth
One of the most prominent examples of isolation in the play is the prophecy given to
Macbeth by the witches. As he becomes more fixated on becoming king, he begins to
distance himself from his loved ones and friends. He becomes paranoid and suspicious of
those around him, including his closest allies. He becomes isolated emotionally and
psychologically as he becomes consumed by his ambition and the prophecy. This isolation
ultimately leads him to become more ruthless and violent, as he will stop at nothing to fulfill
the prophecy and become king. He begins to make questionable decisions, such as killing
the king and ultimately becomes a tyrannical ruler, losing the support of those around him.
This isolation ultimately leads to his downfall as he loses the support of those around him
and is eventually overthrown and killed. The prophecy given to Macbeth is a cautionary tale
about the dangers of ambition and the consequences of becoming consumed by a single
goal, leading to emotional and psychological isolation.
Another factor that contributes to Macbeth's isolation is his conscience. As Macbeth
becomes more entrenched in his quest for power, his conscience starts to weigh heavily on
him. The guilt of his actions begins to consume him, and he is plagued by vivid
hallucinations and visions of the people he has killed. He starts to feel isolated emotionally,
as he cannot confide in anyone about his guilt and fears. This isolation is further
compounded by his growing paranoia, as he becomes increasingly suspicious of those
around him, leading him to commit more murders to keep his secret safe. His guilt also
starts to affect his mental state, causing him to become increasingly unstable. He becomes
paranoid and loses touch with reality, making irrational decisions. He becomes isolated not
just emotionally but also psychologically. He becomes more distant from his wife and
friends, he becomes paranoid and isolated as he fears that they might find out about his
 


	4. crimes and turn  against him. He starts to lose his grip on reality and his own moral
compass, ultimately leading to his downfall. In conclusion, Macbeth's isolation is not only
caused by his ambition and prophecy but also by his guilty conscience.
The isolation and guilt ultimately leads to Macbeth's downfall. He becomes a ruthless and
paranoid tyrant, losing the support of his people and ultimately leading to his own death in
battle. In Act 5, Scene 5, Macbeth says,
"Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow, creeps in this petty pace from day to day, to the
last syllable of recorded time; and all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty
death." (Shakespeare, Act 5, Scene 5)
This quote shows how Macbeth is consumed by his guilt, and how he is aware of the terrible
fate he has brought upon himself.
Lady Macbeth initially drives Macbeth's ambition, encouraging him to fulfill the prophecy
and become king. However, their relationship begins to deteriorate as they become
increasingly consumed by their ambition and guilt. Macbeth becomes more distant and
withdrawn, while Lady Macbeth becomes more aggressive and domineering. As they
become more emotionally and psychologically isolated, they lose their connection. Macbeth
becomes increasingly paranoid and suspicious of those around him, including his wife,
while Lady Macbeth becomes increasingly consumed by guilt and regret for her role in the
murders. This is highlighted in Act 3, Scene 2, where Macbeth says:
"I have almost forgot the taste of fears; the time has been, my senses would have cool'd to
hear a night-shriek, and my fell of hair would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir as life were
in't: I have supp'd full with horrors; direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts cannot
once start me." (Shakespeare, Act 3, Scene 2)
This quote shows how Macbeth is becoming desensitized to the horrors he has committed
and how his conscience is no longer affecting him.
Furthermore, Lady Macbeth also becomes isolated as a result of her guilt. In Act 5, Scene 1,
Lady Macbeth sleepwalks and reveals her inner thoughts, saying:
"Out, damned spot! Out, I say! - One: two: why, then, 'tis time to do't. - Hell is murky! - Fie,
my lord, fie! a soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our
power to account?" (Shakespeare, Act 5, Scene 1)
This quote shows how Lady Macbeth is consumed by guilt and unable to cope with the
atrocities she has committed.
To end off this argument, Shakespeare's play "Macbeth" illustrates how isolation can cause
a character to evaluate his moral beliefs and personal convictions. The prophecy given to
Macbeth, his ambition, and his conscience all contribute to his emotional and psychological
isolation, ultimately leading to his downfall. The play serves as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of ambition and the importance of remaining grounded in one's moral beliefs.
King Lear
King Lear, the protagonist of William Shakespeare's tragic play, suffers from fits of rage and
a sense of psychological alienation during the course of the play, which ultimately leads to
his loss of sanity and his death. The elderly King Lear of Britain makes the decision in the
play to not pass his throne on to his eldest daughter but rather to split his country among
his three daughters according to how much love they profess to have for him. Cordelia, King
 


	5. Lear's youngest daughter,  defies her father by refusing to take part in the ridiculous game
that he is playing, which causes Lear to grow so enraged that he exiles her because he is so
furious with her, he also takes away her inheritance, thus cutting her off from her family. As
a result of being emotionally cut off from others, Lear begins to question his own sanity and
loses contact with the world around him.
During the course of the play, King Lear is observed to be in the midst of a storm, engaged
in a conversation with himself in which he questions his own judgment. He asks:
"Why, thou wert better in thy grave than to answer with thy uncovered body this extremity
of the skies. Is man no more than this? Consider him well. Thou owest the worm no silk, the
beast no hide, the sheep no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha! here's three on 's are
sophisticated! Thou art the thing itself: unaccommodated man is no more but such a poor
bare, forked animal as thou art. Off, off, you lendings! come unbutton here." (Shakespeare,
Act 3, Scene 4, Lines 107-112).
This line from King Lear's play indicates how he has began to question his own worth and
identity in relation to the world. He has started to question the reason why he was sent on
this earth and is beginning to wonder if he is anything more than a "poor, bare, forked
beast." This is a direct consequence of his withdrawal from his family as well as society as a
whole.
Since Lear was cut off from his family and society, he began to have a sense of helplessness
and hopelessness in the world, which contributed to his eventual spiral into insanity. During
the time that King Lear is trapped in the storm, he is so overcome with grief that he begins
to hallucinate and imagines that he is communicating with the gods. He cries out,
"O, I have taken far too little care of this!" Take physic, pomp; put yourself in situations
where you will feel what the wretches feel so that you can shake the superfluous off of them
and demonstrate the heavens that they are more just (Shakespeare Act 3, Scene 4, 124-
126).
In this passage, King Lear is beseeching the gods to have compassion on him and expressing
his regret over the fact that he did not take better care of his country and his people. This
demonstrates that Lear has fully severed all ties with the real world and is starting down
the path toward insanity.
Lear's separation from his family and the rest of society has forced him to examine his
moral values and the principles that guide his life. He has now come to the conclusion that
he has not been a good ruler and that he has neglected both his kingdom and the people
who live in it. In addition to this, he has started to have doubts about the fairness of the gods
and has come to the realization that he is the only one who can be held accountable for his
acts and cannot place the blame on anyone else. This is a striking departure from his earlier
actions in the play, when he was quick to blame his daughters for not loving him enough
and expelled them from his realm because of it.
To conclude this argument, King Lear's emotional and psychological seclusion ultimately
causes him to lose his sanity, which ultimately leads to his death. Because of his rage and
sense of hopelessness, he is beginning to question not just his own value and place in the
world, but also the fairness of the gods' decisions. He has come to the conclusion that he is
responsible for his own acts, and as a result, he has been forced to examine the moral ideas
 


	6. and personal convictions  he holds for himself. Because of this, Lear's solitude has had a
significant impact on him and ultimately contributed to his undoing.
Conclusion
????????????????????????????????????????/
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