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	1. UPDATE
INSPIRATION TOURS in  SILICON VALLEY, TEL AVIV,
BERLIN, DUBAI, HONGKONG, LONDON & NEW YORK
INSPIRATION TOURS & FACTFINDING MISSIONS • EXONOMICS
PROGRAM 2023
 


	2. THE EARLY DAYS
CONNECTING  PEOPLE, IDEAS AND VISIONS WITH METHOD
AND MINDSET IS THE FUEL ON THE EXPONENTIALLY
ACCELERATING TRACK OF INNOVATION.
SILICON VALLEY HAS A LOT OF THE ABOVE TO OFFER.
IN 2012, MARIO HERGER AND NIKI ERNST (SKENE)
DECIDED THAT A PROGRAM OF GUIDED AND CURATED
WEEKS OF INSPIRING CONVERSATIONS HAS A MASSIVE
POTENTIAL TO IGNITE NEW CONVERSATIONS.
SILICON VALLEY INSPIRATION TOURS WERE BORN.
 


	3. THE INGREDIENTS OF  INSPIRATION
PEOPLE DO NOT ATTEND CONFERENCES TO GET INSPIRED.
THEY ATTEND CONFERENCES WITH THE EXPECTATION TO LEARN NEW
THINGS, METHODS, ABOUT NEW TECHNOLOGY, NEW INSIGHTS.
IF THIS HAPPENS, THEY CALL IT INSPIRING.
SILICON VALLEY INSPIRATION TOURS
IS LIKE A CONFERENCE ON WHEELS: WE DRIVE FROM ONE RIVETING
CONVERSATION, EYE-OPENING-, THOUGHT-PROVOKING-,
MAYBE EVEN MIND-CHANGING MEETING TO THE NEXT.
 


	4. CUSTOMIZED.
SINCE 2012, WE  CONDUCTED 164 INSPIRATION TOURS.
NOT TWO TOURS HAD THE SAME SCHEDULE.
EVERY TOUR IS CUSTOMIZED TO THE PARTICIPANTS:
BACKGROUNDS, INDUSTRY, VISION, MISSION, PLANS,
EXPECTATIONS, TECHNOLOGY.
TO ENSURE A MAXIMUM QUALITY EXPERIENCE,
WE RECOMMEND NOT BRINGING MORE THAN 10 PEOPLE
FROM YOUR COMPANY. IDEALLY 6-8.
 


	5. GO GLOBAL
LATE 2018,  SILICON VALLEY INSPIRATION TOURS
EXPANDED TO NEW YORK, LONDON, BERLIN, TEL AVIV,
DUBAI, MUMBAI, HONGKONG/SHENZHEN.
WE ARE CAPABLE OF ORGANISING
INSPIRATION TOURS IN 140 COUNTRIES.
IN 2021, WE ADDED INSPIRATION TOURS
IN VIRTUAL REALITY TO THE PORTFOLIO
 


	6. EACH TOUR IS…
AN  EXCLUSIVE AND INTENSE EXPERIENCE FOR A GROUP OF MAX 10 PARTICIPANTS.
A COMPLETE TAYLOR-MADE EXPERIENCE: THE PROGRAM IS CURATED
SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR COMPANY AND INDUSTRY.
A SET OF UP TO 4-5 CONVERSATIONS, MEETUPS, TALKS, WORKSHOPS
AND SITE VISITS EVERY DAY.
A DIVE DEEP INTO THE „EXPONENTIAL ORGANIZATION“ - WHICH IS A COMBINATION OF
FUTURE MINDSET, EXPONENTIAL GROWTH STRATEGIES, DESIGN THINKING 3.0, GROWTH
HACKING AND THE SKILLS OF SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE.
 


	7. FACT FINDING MISSIONS
FOR  CORPORATES
Book your own Money-cant-buy-Experience. We go to places
and will meet people you can‘t „book“ for a visit. This is the
exclusive network of the curator, Niki Skene. Each flight will be
set around your industry and spefically around the participants
backgrounds.
Most of the people we visit are either founders, CEOs,
Chairmen, execs or leading managers. Some visits have a
general content that is relevant for most of the industries:
methodology, community, workspace environment, culture &
community.
Cost of the program starts at € 1500/participant/day
 


	8. VERTICALS &
EXPONENTIAL TECHNOLOGY
These  are the industries, for which we can curate a
private/corporate program:
Automotive Financial Technology
Retail Food
Healthcare & Medical Energy
Tech-related content spans across industries:
Artificial Intelligence Augmented Reality/
Robotics Virtual Reality
Big Data IoT/Wearables
Rate starts at $ 1.500 per person per day.*
* covers curation and transport during the program.
excluded: travel to SFO/accommodation in SF/Food & Beverages during the program. http://www.siliconvalleyinspirationtours.com/custom
 


	9. BIG DATA
Maybe you  can call the Big Data hype of the early 2000s an
economic disapointment, nevertheless all about data is still the
name of the (Silicon Valley) game.
Everything is information, we need to understand where
information is coming from and what it is telling us.
The conversation has shifted from data to meta-data and
Artificial Intelligence has become a services.
We will meet Data Scientists, AI experts, Software and
Hardware-Companies and dive deep into the exonomics of data.
MEETING CHRIS BROWN, COO AT INTELIGENZ – AI AS A SERVICE
 


	10. AUTOMOTIVE INNOVATION
In Summer  2015, SingularityU posted: „If you are talking about
self driving, electric cars – you are already behind the curve“.
While we can claim that we are still out of sight of self driving
evs on our streets, we could as well discuss the future role of a
device that is built to stay in motion, formerly known as: car.
We will meet EV Startups like LUCID and TESLA, talk about
batteries and self driving systems and meet some startups in
the Automotive sector.
HUGO GIRALT, CEO AT PROPELLAND HAS A CLEAR VISION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF CARS
 


	11. FUTURE OF RETAIL
Silicon  Valley displays 4 future scenarios of retail:
Data to Consumer,
Consumer to Data,
Seemless Shopping Experience
Customer = Community.
Still confused, but on a higher level?
We will visit cases, companies and startups that are shaping the
future of retail, some already today.
SEEMLESS SHOPPING AT AMAZONGO
 


	12. FUTURE OF ENERGY
Energy  Companies, Utilities and more. Smart Grids, abundand
energy. Solar, Nuclear, Wind.
So many buzzwords and so many questions.
This tour is designed for the industry that keeps us going.
Come to Silicon Valley and meet potential future business
partners and talk to some big players.
SUNGEVITY ABOUT RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY
 


	13. HEALTHCARE & MEDICAL  INNOVATION
In a three days program, our journey spans from hospitals to
innovation outposts of global pharma companies, including
some breathtaking views into nanotechnology/biomed and the
progress of crispr. We will look into the healthcare system in
the us and how the Silicon Valley in coming up with solutions to
a regional problem that actually has global relevance.
In the past, we have visited the UCSF Hospital, 23andme,
Stanford Medical, met TED speakers like Andrew Hessel, and
amazing startups like Nutrigene or Healthtap.
HEALTHTAP GIVES PATIENTS DIRECT ACCESS TO 100.000+ DOCTORS IN THE US
 


	14. FOOD
The future of  food is multi-dimensional. Some belief that food is
a more important and relevant topic than education: with the
right diet, humans make better decisions.
However there is a common understanding of our nutrition
system not being built for a 10 billion population.
Production, Transport, Delivery…the food chain needs
improvement on every link of that chain.
Silicon Valley is home to about 3.984 startups and
organizations tackling the food innovation requirements.
3D DIGITAL COOKS.
 


	15. MONEY
We all need  money, but no one needs a bank.
Branches will dissappear in the next few years, but what else is
the be expected from the industry to change? What is the
purpose, strength and future of a bank? Who will be the new
banks? What flywheels brings companies from different
industries into the banking sector?
About 1400 companies and startups in Silicon Valley are
currently exploring the future of this industry.
AWS SAN FRANCISCO
 


	16. SILICON VALLEY
  


	17. SILICON VALLEY INSPIRATION
VERTICAL  TOURS OR TOURS W/O INDUSTRY FOCUS
Our signature tour.
Up to a max of 10 participants will enjoy a highly intense week of
4-5 activities per day. We will have inspiring conversations and
private talks (“flipped conference”-format), workshops on
exponential strategies, the skills of social intelligence, growth
hacking and the anatomy of innovation and participate at local
meetups.
You will dive into a Silicon Valley life for a week, which can be
highly addictive. But also intense: by the end of the program,
your brain might explode – but: you will love it!
 


	18. GLOBAL TOURS
  


	19. TEL AVIV
It has  long been known that Silicon Valley is the start-up capital
of the world, but many do not know that Tel Aviv is moving
quickly up the ranks and rivaling the northern California hub.
This is accomplished by allowing intelligent and creative young
minds synergize to create innovative ideas. By providing the
environment that aspires to create success, the Wall Street
Journal named Tel Aviv as the second most innovative city in
the world.
This program is a set of meetings and conversations with
entrepreneurs, Venture Capitalists, Startup-Founders,
Managers of established organizations and Talks in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem.
 


	20. BERLIN
Berlin is Vienna  and New York in a blender.
Charming people on fire. This city is the vibe.
Startups, Designer, Corporates – even the administration of the
city is more open and modern than anywhere else in Europe.
A Tour of good people, positive thinking, ambitious
gamechanging, rulebreaking.
 


	21. DUBAI
Many people think  Dubai is part of the problem. Dubai thrives to
be part of the solution. They created future city models,
installed a Ministry of Artificial Intelligence. The government
works together with Startups and creates ecosystems for
young entrepreneurs, visionairies, big thinkers. A museum of
the future invites to explore what is possible. And a lot more.
This program is designed to
• help you shape your own opinion
• expand your network to the UAE
• sharpen your vision of what is possible in the future
 


	22. HONGKONG
Hong Kong’s innovation  and technology sector together with
that of Shenzhen – the Shenzhen-Hong Kong technology cluster
– ranked the world’s second largest based on the Global
Innovation Index 2018. Biotechnology, artificial intelligence,
smart city and financial technologies were identified as the four
areas of strength for development in Hong Kong.
Learn about Hong Kongs Innovation Ecosystem, the Greater Bay
Area, visit Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
Plus two days in Shenzhen (Maker Space, Hardware Markets
and more)
 


	23. LONDON
Londons puts a  focus on innovation-driven entrepreneurship,
and the education of the workforce needed to sustain it, as well
as efforts already underway to make London a “smart” city
with major improvements in transportation, housing and
connectivity. London’s business community is helping to carry
the momentum with a wide variety of initiatives and programs
aimed at strengthening the city’s and the country’s economic
growth.
Meetings and conversations with entrepreneurs, Venture
Capitalists, Startup-Founders, Managers of established
organizations and Talks you will learn how these efforts are
making London a true home of innovation.
 


	24. NEW YORK
New York  is home to 48 Fortune 500 Headquarters.
More than any other city in the US, Innovation and
entrepreneurship is a key pillar of the local administration and
is part of an ambitious innovation agenda to help speed good
ideas to market, grow innovation clusters, and encourage start-
ups to stay and grow in NCY.
From the Fortune 500s to the startup founders, this program
will give you insight into this hub of innovation and
collaboration.
 


	25. Photo: Manfred Klimek
Photo:  Manfred Klimek
YOUR HOST: NIKI SKENE
I WANT TO BE KNOWN AS THE GUY WHO CHANGES
THE LIFE OF TEN PEOPLE, EVERY WEEK.
NIKI IS PASSIONATE ABOUT BEING MEANINGFUL AND RELEVANT
IN OTHER PEOPLES LIVE. „IF AFTER WE HAVE MET, THERE IS
NOT AT LEAST ONE THING IN YOUR LIFE THAT IS DIFFERENT,
THAN BEFORE, I HAVE WASTED YOUR TIME.“
NIKI IS SERIAL ENTREPRENEUR WHO STARTED 8 COMPANIES IN
HIS LIFE RANGING FROM ADVERTISING TO SUSTAINABILITY,
FROM PUBLIC SPEAKING TRAINING TO A GLOBAL COMMUNITY.
MOST OF THEM ARE STILL OPERATING, TODAY.
AS A FORMER GLOBAL TEDXAMBASSADOR, INVOLVED IN ~100
TEDXEVENTS, NIKIS HOME IS THE WHOLE WORLD – HIS ASSET
TO CONDUCT INSPIRATION TOURS ON ALMOST ALL CONTINENTS.
 



	27. LOOKING FORWARD
TO SERVE  YOU
YOUR SILICON VALLEY/GLOBAL INSPIRATION TOURS TEAM
PROGRAM 2022-2023
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