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PRESCRIBED MEDICATION ORDER INTERPRTENTION/PRESCRIPTION
AUDIT
To audit given prescription for format of prescription.
Prescription is an order written by a physician, dentist or any other registered medical
practitioner to a pharmacist to compound and dispense a specific medication for the patient.
Prescription is an order for medications, non-drug products and services.
The order is accompanied by directions for the pharmacist that what type of preparation is to
be prepared and how much. It is also accompanied with the directions for the patient-how
much, how many times and how to take. Thus the prescription serves as a vehicle for
communication from the prescriber to the pharmacist about the needs of the patient. It is the
duty of the pharmacist to serve the medication needs of the patient according to the intention
of the prescriber. The pharmacist should make the patient understand about proper
administration of the drug and ensure that the patient follows instructions. Also the pharmacist
must maintain and respect confidently of both the physician and the patient regarding
medications prescribed and nature of illness of patient.
The prescriptions are generally written in the local language, but Latin words are frequently
used in prescription writing, especially while writing dosage instructions.
Parts of a prescription:
1. Date
2. Name, age, sex and address of patient
3. Superscription
4. Inscription
5. Subscription
6. Signatura
7. Signature, address and registration number of prescriber
1) Date: Must be written on the prescription by prescriber at the same time when it is
written. The date on the prescription helps pharmacist to find out the cases when
prescription is brought for dispensing long time after its issue. Also prescription should
be filled within a reasonable time after it is written and if it is brought after 2-3 days after
it is written then the pharmacist must question if the intention of prescriber and the needs
of patients can still be met.
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Rishita Patel  - IICP
2) Name, age, sex and address of the patient: Full patient information must be written on
the prescription to avoid the possibility of giving the drugs to a person other than the one
it is meant for. If this information is not written on the prescription, pharmacist should
ask the patient about this particular and record them on the prescription. Age and sex of
the patient especially in case of children helps the pharmacist in checking the medication
and dose. The address of the patient is recorded to help for any reference at a later stage
to contact the patient.
3) Superscription: Superscription is represented by a symbol Rx which is always written
at the beginning of the prescription. Rx is a symbol which is an abbreviation of the Latin
word recipe, “to take ” or “you take”!
4) Inscription: Inscription is the main part of the prescription. It contains,
(a) Name and dosage form of product: The name can be proprietary
(Trade)non-proprietary (Generic) or Chemical name.
(b) Product strength: Strength need not be mentioned if only one strength is
commercially available or if the product contains a combination of active ingredients.
Strength should be included to reduce the chance of misinterpreting the prescription.
If dose is to be calculated by the pharmacist, then the pharmacist can decide the
strength of product dispensed after calculating the patient’s dose.
(c) Quantity to be dispensed: This should include the amount and the units of measure
(eg. gm, tablets etc). If amount is not specified, the directions should specify the dose
to be taken and duration of therapy so that pharmacist can calculate quantity require
for patient.
5) Subscription: This part of prescription contains prescriber’s directions to the
pharmacist
a) Regarding the dosage form to be prepared and the number of doses to be
dispensed. This is less frequently observed in prescriptions now-a-days as very
few prescriptions are compounded.
b) Directions may also be required for labelling i.e information to be put on the
label.
c) Directions for patient should include explicit instructions on the quantity,
schedule and duration for proper use. “As Directed” should be avoided if the
directions vary and minimum and maximum dose can be used.
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d) Refill information- If refill information is not written/given, it is generally
assumed that no refills are authorised. “As needed” (pro re nata) refills are
usually interpreted as allowing for refills for 1 year.
6) Signatura: It is usually abbreviated as “sig” on the prescriptions and consists of
directions to be given to the patient regarding the administration of drug. It usually
indicates the quantity of medicament or number or dosage units to be taken, how many
times in a day or at what time it should be taken and the manner in which it is to be
administered or applied. These instructions should be transferred to the label of the
container or label affixed on product and ensures that patient follows these instructions
carefully.
7) Prescriber’s information: Should include name address and registration number of
prescriber along with signature of prescriber. All other parts may be printed or typed
but the signature should be written in ink. This eliminates the danger of dispensing
medicament on a spurious order and it authenticates the prescription. The prescription
containing narcotic or other habit forming drugs must bear address and Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) number (for controlled substances). This helps to
identify the special license which a prescriber must have to prescribe the narcotic and
other habit forming drugs.
Sr.
No.
Format of prescription Yes No
A. Patient information
Name of the Patient:
Age:
Sex:
Weight:
Address:
B. Diagnosis
C. Superscription (RX)
D. Inscription
Name of Drug:
Dose of Drug:
Dosage form:
E. Subscription
Quantity to be dispensed:
F. Transcription
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Doses per day:
Storage condition:
Time of administration:
Frequency of administration:
Method of administration:
Vehicle of administration (if required):
Duration of therapy:
G. Signature of physician
Date of prescription:
Prescription no.:
H. Physician’s information
Name:
Designation:
Registration no.:
Address:
Phone no.:
E-mail:
I. Rationality
Drug:
Dose:
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