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ABSTRACT
This paper studies  common grammatical errors in paragraph writing
committed by first year English major students at School of Foreign Languages
– Thai Nguyen University (SFL-TNU) and the causes of these errors. To
achieve the desired aims of current study, the author combined both qualitative
and quantitative methods, including the instrument namely students’ writing
analysis. The participants in the research were fifty first year English major
students at SFL- TNU.
Research results show that first year English major students at SFL- TNU
often commit errors in sentence structure, verb usage, preposition usage and
singular/plural nouns. Besides, the main causes of these errors are mother tongue
interference, overgeneralization, ignorance of rule restrictions, incomplete
application of rules and false concepts hypothesized; in which interference of native
language and overgeneralization are the most common ones. In order to minimize
these errors, it is suggested that teachers help students practice writing and correct
their writings effectively by suitable and flexible techniques.
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PART A– INTRODUCTION
1.  Identification of the problem and rationale of the study
English has become one of the most dominant media in many fields like
economy, politics and culture. Obviously, English is the most popular foreign
language taught in Vietnam. This language brings Vietnam closer to other countries
in the world. It is the key to access the latest achievements of science and
technology. Therefore, it is very essential for Vietnamese to learn English in order
to satisfy the needs of society in modern world.
The goal of teaching and learning foreign language is improving learners’
communicative competence. In order to acquire this competence, learners must be
good at four skills in English: reading, writing, listening, and speaking; among
which writing is considered a very important proficiency. Besides speaking, writing
is a productive skill. It helps people communicate with others through messages.
Furthermore, writing makes contribution to enhance other skills in languages and
learners’ logical way of thinking, thus facilitating them in their profession. It is
undeniable that writing plays the utmost role in learning English.
The most effective way to access learners’ writing proficiency is examining
their writing papers. There have been a variety of studies regarding analysis of
learners’ writing. For instance, Darus (2009) conducted the analysis of the written
English essays by secondary school students in Malaysia; Abeywickrama (2010)
implemented the study on errors in English writing of Sinlaha speaking
undergraduates. In Vietnam, analysis of students’ writing has also been paid a lot of
attention. Hoang Thi Hong Hai (2003) studied grammatical and textual errors in
paragraphs by the second year students at English Department – College of Foreign
languages – Vietnam National University. In 2012 M.A thesis, Do Van Lap
analyzed errors made by tenth graders at Thuan Thanh II High School in their
English writing. Besides, many other researches on this field have been carried out.
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These studies have  been implemented on different learning contexts as well as
different learners.
At School of Foreign Languages – Thai Nguyen University (SFL – TNU),
English is the most dominant language to be taught, and writing has been paid a lot
of attention immediately from the first year of learning course. However, as a
lecturer at SFL – TNU for four years, the author find that most of the first year
English major students at SFL often make writing errors, especially in grammar. A
number of techniques have been proposed in order to improve students’ writing
skill. Nevertheless, at SFL – TNU, there has been little concern to common errors in
students’ writing, why they commit errors and how to prevent and reduce these
errors. Hence, with a view to solve the problem above, there arises a need of a
research on “Grammatical Errors in Paragraph Writing of First Year English
Major Students at School of Foreign Languages – Thai Nguyen University”.
2. Aims of the study
This research is carried out with the following aims:
 Investigate the grammatical errors in paragraph writing of first year
English major students at SFL – TNU and the causes of these errors.
 Suggest some possible implications in teaching and learning writing at
SFL - TNU.
3. Research questions
To reach the aims mentioned above, the researcher supposes two research
questions as follows:
1. What are the common grammatical errors committed by first year English
major students in writing paragraph?
2. What are the major causes of these errors?
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4. Scope of  the study
Due to the limited time and the restricted scope of a minor thesis, the study
focuses on exploring students’ errors in writing short paragraph because first year
English major students at SFL – TNU are taught to write paragraph. In addition, this
study could not cover all types of errors. The researcher just focus on a number of
grammatical errors committed by first year English major students at SFL –TNU
under the study of their writing, thereby proposing some pedagogical suggestions
for teaching and learning writing skill at SFL – TNU.
5. Significance of the study
As one of the under-researched issues in teaching writing skill for students in
Vietnam, the present study will, first and foremost, help students to improve their
writing skill, and then make certain contributions to students, teachers and
educators, as well as researchers in the related fields.
Firstly, as for students, this study will help them realize how much progress
they made towards the target language, especially in written proficiency. They are
able to understand deeply about types of errors in writing and adjust effective
learning methods in studying English writing skill.
Secondly, the study is expected to help teachers in particular and educators in
general understand the nature of errors, which is useful for them in teaching writing skill.
Last but not least, the research will serve as a foundation for further related
studies. Other researchers may also take the strengths and weaknesses of the study
into account to better theirs.
6. Structure of the study
The study consists of three parts, organized as followed:
Part A – Introduction
This part gives information about the topic of the research, the reason for choosing
this topic, the aims, research questions, scope, significance, and structure of the
study.
Part B – Development
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Chapter I –Literature  Review
Various perspectives on grammar, paragraph writing, errors, error analysis (EA) are
discussed in order to provide a theoretical background of the study.
Chapter II – Methodology
This chapter mentions context and participants of the study, research instruments,
data collection procedure and data analysis methods.
Chapter III – Findings and Discussions
The data collected will be analyzed in order to give answers to the research
questions.
Part C – Conclusion
This part deals with summary of the study. Limitations of the study and suggestions
for further research and some recommendations are also presented here.
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PART B -  DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER I – LITERATURE REVIEW
1. Grammar
1.1. Definitions of grammar
According to Palmer (1971, p. 11) “Grammar is a device that …. specifies in
infinite set of well- formed sentences and assigns to each of them one or more
structure descriptions”. Besides, Ur (1990, p. 4) considers grammar as “the way
language manipulates and combine words or bits of words in order to form longer
units of meanings”. Salkie (1995, p. 9) states that “grammar deals mainly with the
structures of individual sentences.
In a word, grammar is basically about how words combine to form
sentences. It is regarded as sets of rules and examples dealing with
the syntax and word structures of a language. In other words, it is defined as the set
of rules for constructing words, phrases and sentences in a particular language.
1.2. Roles of grammar in foreign language teaching
Grammar plays an important role in language teaching. Palmer (1971, p. 10)
states that “it is grammar that makes language so essentially a human
characteristics”. Thus it is possible to say that a learner who “knows grammar” is
the one who has mastered and can apply these rules to express himself or herself in
what would be considered acceptable language forms. According to Ur (1990, p. 4)
“a knowledge of grammatical rules is essential for the master of language”. A
learner can not use word unless he knows how to put them together.
Nowadays, when communicative language teaching is widely applied,
grammar still has a very important role. Richards (1985) points out that there is no
actual empirical evidence that proves communicative language teaching classrooms
produce better language learners than traditional language classrooms do.
Moreover, Canale (1981) insists that grammatical competence is one component of
communicative competence. In addition, it is undoubtable that learners of a foreign
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language without any  formal grammar instruction during the basic language
teaching stage can never achieve high proficiency in the target language.
In short, grammar is very necessary in the process of mastering the language.
It is essential if advanced proficiency is desired and a high level of literacy is
required in teaching and learning a language.
2.Writing
Writing has been defined in a variety of ways by different researchers;
therefore, it is very difficult to choose which is the most exact and trustworthy.
According to Flower (1984, p. 16) “writing is simply the act of expressing
what you think or saying what you mean”’. Meanwhile, Byrne (1988, p.1) considers
writing as “art of forming graphic symbols, that is, letters or combination of letters”.
In fact, writing, however, is far more complicated process than the
combination of graphic symbols. It is “a process of transforming the materials
discovered by research inspiration, accident, trial and error, or whatever into a
message with a definite meaning “(Lannon, 1989, p. 9). Lannon states that writing
is “a process of deliberate decision”.
At a high level, writing is defined as a complex process which involves a
number of separate skills. Hedge (1988, p.1) states that “… effective writing
requires a number of things: a high degree of organization in the development of
idea and information; a high degree of accuracy so that there is no ambiguity of
meaning; the use of complex grammatical devices for focus and emphasis; and a
careful choice of vocabulary, grammatical pattern, and sentence structure…” Hedge
(2000) considers the process of writing as thinking and discovery.
Furthermore, writing is regarded as a productive and taught language skill
which is “difficult to acquire” (Tribble, 1996, p. 3). The essence of writing is choice
and writing is considered as the means of communication in a way that is
“profound, or funny, or provocative, or highly persuasive” (Veit, Gould & Clifford,
2001)
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In conclusion, writing  is a productive and complex skill. It is an art of
communication with certain groups of audience. It requires the ability to
communicate in target language and to produce text in order to express oneself
efficiently; therefore, It is obvious that writing requires conscious effort and
practice
3. Paragraph
3.1. Definitions of paragraph
Up to now, several definitions of paragraph have been proposed. For some
people, paragraph is simply a course of indention that is beginning a little to the
right of the margin. In other view, “paragraphing is indicated by a skipped line and
a new sentence beginning at the left hand margin” (Robert & Wilson, 1980, p.52).
In a word, these definitions of paragraph tend to focus on punctuation.
There is another trend to define paragraph. Oshima & Hogue (1996, p. 2)
defines paragraph as “… a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of
sentences develop one main idea”. Rooks (1988, p.4) states “a paragraph is a group
of sentences which logically develops one subject”. In short, paragraph can be
defined as a group of sentences that develop one main idea.
3.2. Structure of a paragraph
There are three main parts of paragraph: topic sentence, supporting sentences
and concluding sentence.
Topic sentence is the most important in the paragraph. According to Oshima
& Hogue (1996, p.104) “it is called the topic sentence because it tell the reader what
the topic of the paragraph is”. In other words, it tells the readers what they are going
to read. A topic sentence has two parts: topic and controlling idea. The topic tells
the readers what the paragraph is about. The controlling idea limits the topic.
According tp Oshima & Hogue (1996) the topic sentence may be the first or the last
sentence in a paragraph.
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Supporting sentences support  or prove the idea stated in the topic sentence.
That is they explain the topic sentence by giving facts, reasons, examples, statistics,
and quotation.
Concluding sentence is the final part of the paragraph. It “signals the end of
the paragraph and leaves the readers with important points to remember” (Oshima
& Hogue, 1996, p. 36). A good concluding sentence should: restate the main idea in
the topic sentence and include writer’s comments or opinions about the topic.
4. Errors in foreign language teaching
4.1. Definitions of errors
Errors are always the central concern in foreign language teaching. in the
early 70’s, researches into error by Corder (1967), Selinker (1972), Richards (1973),
Dulay and Burt (1974) have demonstrated that “learner errors are indicative of both
the state of learner’s knowledge and of the ways in which the second language is
being learnt” (Lee, 1990, p. 56). Errors are defined as “systematic deviations from
the norms of language being learnt” (Cunning Worth, 1987, p.5). According to
Richards (1989), the term “error” is identified as a faulty use of a linguistic item
which shows incomplete learning. Brown (2007, p.258) describes error as “…
noticeable derivation from the adult grammar of a native speaker, reflects the
competence of the learner” and “… reveals a portion of learners’ competence in the
target language”. Besides, Seah (1981, p. 12) states that “errors are derivations from
the norm of the target language whether phonological, syntactic or semantic”.
Errors are defined by many linguists; however, the term “error” here is
understood basing on Richards (1989) and Brown (2007). In short, it is the faulty
use of target language and it reflects learners’ incomplete competence in the target
language.
4.2. Errors versus mistakes
Brown (2007, p. 257) states that “in order to analyze learner language in an
appropriate perspective, it is crucial to make a distinction between errors and
mistakes. Chomsky (1965) makes distinction between “competence” and
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“performance” to distinguish  between “errors of competence” and “errors of
performance” or “mistakes”. In the later paper, Corder (1979, p. 168) states “an
error is lack of competence and mistake is performance deviant”. Also, Brown
(2007, p. 257) proposes that “a mistake refers to a performance error that is either a
random guess or a “slip”, in that it is a failure to utilize a known system correctly”.
Next Ellis (1997, p.17) states “errors reflect gaps in a learners’ knowledge; they
occur because the learner does not know what is correct. Mistakes reflect occasional
lapses in performance, they occur because the learner is unable to perform what he
or she knows”.
Corder (1967, 1974), James (1998) and Brown (2007) reveal that a criterion
that helps us to draw distinction between errors and mistakes is the self-
correctability. These researchers state that a mistake can be self-corrected, but an
error can not. According to Hunbbard et al (1984) errors are caused by lack of
language while mistakes are made accidentally due to “lapses of memory, confusion
or slips of tongue”. He also states that learners can correct themselves their mistakes
but not errors.
In addition, Corder (1974) distinguishes between “systematic errors” and
“non- systematic errors” which are called “mistakes”. He argues that a mistake is a
derivation of the norms of the language but is not systematic. It means that the use
of the norm of the language is sometimes right and sometimes wrong. In contrast,
an error is systematic. It is made repeatedly “when people do not fully command
some institutionalized language system” (Corder, 1974).
In short, it can be concluded that mistakes are often non-systematic and are
“… made by lack of attention, fatigue, carelessness or other aspects of
performance” (Richards et al, 1985, p. 6). Therefore, learners can avoid as well as
correct them if they pay attention to mistakes. On the contrary, errors are systematic
and caused by learners’’ lack of competence in target language. It is difficult for
learners to correct their errors.
 


	20. 10
4.3. Types of  errors
The classification of errors has been proposed by many linguists. Richards
(1971) classifies errors into three categories: interference errors, intralingual errors,
and developmental errors. According to him, interference errors result from the use
of the elements from one language while speaking/writing another. Intralingual
errors reflect general characteristics of the rule learning such as faulty
generalization, incomplete application of rules and failure to learn conditions under
which rules applied. Developmental errors occur when learners attempt to build up
hypothesis about the target language on the basis of limited experiences.
Dulay and Burt (1974, cited in Haydari, 2012) proposes three broad
categories of errors: developmental errors (errors that are similar to L1 acquisition),
interference errors (errors that reflect the structure of the L1), and unique errors
(errors that are neither developmental nor interference. In addition, in the 1974
research (cited in Karra, 2006 and Haydari, 2012), Stenson draws attention to
another type of errors – induced errors – which result from incorrect instruction of
the language. Brown (2007, p. 260) discusses distinction between “overt errors” and
“covert errors”. He states that “overtly erroneous utterances are unquestionably
ungrammatical at the sentence level”; “covertly erroneous utterances are
grammatical well-formed at the sentence level but not interpretable within the
context of communication”
On the basis of linguistic level, errors are classified into four major
categories (Lee, 1990): grammatical, discourse, phonological, and lexical errors.
Grammatical errors emphasize on grammatical accuracy more than fluency.
Discourse errors are related to the non-observance of the target language
conventions. Phonological errors are related to incorrect pronunciation, word stress,
and intonation. Lexical errors occur when learners use wrong word class and
inappropriate words.
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Pham Dang Binh  (2013, p.78) points out that there are two kinds of errors
namely “common errors” and “specific errors” as illustrated in the diagram below.
Diagram 1.1. Types of errors
(According to Pham Dang Binh, 2013, p.78)
In conclusion, errors are classified differently according to many
perspectives by different researchers. With the aim of investigating grammatical
errors committed by students, the author would like to adapt Pham Dang Binh’s
(2013) way of classifying errors and just focus on grammatical errors due to the
scope of the study.
phonological
grammatical
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Interference/
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Cross-cultural
errors in language
behaviors
Specific errors
Performance
errors
intralingual
Cross-cultural
errors
Errors in
communication
strategies
Common errors
Competence
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4.4. Sources of  errors
In 1971, Richards cites four major sources of intralingal errors:
overgeneralization, ignorance of rule restriction, incomplete application of rules,
and false concepts hypothesized. Besides, Schumann and Senton (1974) state three
major causes of errors: incomplete acquisition if the target grammar, exigencies of
learning/teaching situation, and normal problems of language performance.
According to Richards (1974), the sources of errors are the interference of the
learner’s mother tongue and the general characteristics of the rule learning. In the
1992 study, Norrish reports that the causes of errors are carelessness, first language
interference, translation, overgeneralization, incomplete application of rules.
Brown (2007) states four sources of errors: interlingual transfer, intralingual
transfer, context of learning, and communication strategies. Interference transfer is
the negative influence of the mother tongue of the learner. Intralingual transfer is
the negative of items within the target language. Context of learning overlaps both
types of transfer. Brown (2007) proposes five main communication strategies:
avoidance, prefabricated patterns, cognitive and personality style, appeal to
authority and language switch.
In summary, errors can be caused by many different factors. In fact, the
sources of errors are mother tongue influence, overgeneralization, incomplete
application of rules in target language, ignorance of rule restriction and failed
concepts hypothesized. In order to address the answer to the second research
question about the major causes of students’ errors, the explanation of these causes
will be illustrated in more details as follows:
4.4.1. Mother tongue interference
Mother tongue interference is one of the major causes leading to learners’
errors in learning a language. Norrish (1983, p.22) states that mother tongue
interference “… was commonly believed until fairly recently that learning a
language was a matter of habit formation”. Beside forms, meanings and cultural
aspects can also be transferred.
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Languages differ in  many aspects, and the most difference is the way a
shared meaning is realized. Two languages employ different devices to express the
same meaning. It is this distance that may give rise to errors because learners have
tendency to transfer the realization devices of their native language into the foreign
language. For example, Vietnamese students often produce such sentence as “I very
love my mother” instead of “I love my mother very much”. It is common knowledge
that at a certain stage of learning, FL learners are required to produce the new
language. They are forced to perform things even though they do not want or their
competence fails to meet the requirement. It is due to this pressure that learners will
rely on their first language to fulfill the tasks. Undoubtedly, differences between L1
and L2 affect the process of learning a target language. It is the major source of
mother tongue interference.
4.4.2. Overgeneralization
Another possible cause of errors to be mentioned is overgeneralization.
According to Jacobovits (1969, p.55) overgeneralization is “… the application of
previous available strategies in new situations”. More specifically, students base on
their past learning experience to produce deviant structures in the target language.
For example, having been taught to form plural nouns by adding the suffix “s” to
singular nouns, students extend this application even to irregular nouns and produce
such deviated forms as “She has two childs.” or “The cat has just caught three
mouses.”
Richards (1971) regards this type of error as instances of structure blending.
Students automatically apply rules wherein they are not allowed. For instance:
“She will comes back.” instead of “She will come back.”
“It is rains heavily.” despite “It rains heavily.”
Overgeneralization is also linked with redundancy reduction. This happens
when students find that some grammatical aspects are unimportant in conveying the
meaning. It is popular in descriptive writing which students often use simple present
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tense instead of  past tense although actions happened in the past. For example “Last
Sunday we go to the cinema to see a film.”
In short, overgeneralization is regarded as one of the major causes of errors.
It is the result of learners’ processing and making hypotheses about the language.
4.4.3. Ignorance of rule restriction
This type of error involves “… the application of rules to contexts where
they do not apply” (Richards, 1974). He mentions two sources for rule restriction
errors: analogy (the creation of deviant structures from previous experience of
English), and the rote of learning of rules. The example for analogy is that students,
encountering a particular preposition with one type of verb, will attempt to apply
the same preposition with similar verbs by analogy. Having learnt “He said to me
that thing”, students tend to produce “He told to me about that” instead of “He told
me about that”. Besides, the rote of learning of rules also leads to ignorance of rule
restriction. For instance, students are taught to use to-infinitive in the structure of
the verbs such as “ask”, “get”, “order”, and they assume that the structure of the
verb “let” should be “ let + O + to- V” as in the sentence “He let me to go out”.
4.4.4. Incomplete application of rules
This kind of error represents the degree of development of rule required to
produce acceptable sentences. It is typically related to analogy. One of the most
common difficulties is the use of questions in classroom. Responses to questions
require grammatical rules. For example:
Teacher: “What did she tell you?
Student: “She tell me about her boyfriend” (She told me about her
boyfriend)
Another case is in the use of indirect speech. For example:
Direct speech: He asked me “What did you do last Sunday?”
Indirect speech: He asked me what did I do last Sunday.
(He asked me what I had done the previous Sunday.)
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4.4.5. False concepts  hypothesized
This type of error derives from incorrect comprehension of distinction in the
target language. According to Richards (1974), poor presentation or presentation
based on the contrastive approach should account for the confusion between “come”
and “go” and the use of “was” and “is” as past and present marker respectively. A
number of students tend to produce “He is goes to school” or “It was rained”. In
addition, in stead of saying “Let’s go home now”, they would say “Let’s come home
now.” Another case is the use of “very”, “too” and “so”. For instance:
“He is very tired to do this work”
(He is too tired to do this work)
(He is so tired that he can not do this work)
5. Error analysis
5.1. Definitions of error analysis
The field of EA was established in the 1970s by Corder and colleagues.
Corder (1967, cited in Heydari, 2012) defines “EA attempts to describe learners’
interlanguage. According to Darus (2009, p. 487) “EA is a types of linguistic study
that focuses on the errors learners make”. EA is one of the most influential theories
of second language acquisition. “It is concerned with the analysis of the errors
committed by L2 learners by comparing the learners’ acquired norms with the
target language norms and explaining the identified errors” ( James, 1988. cited
in Sawalmeh, 2013, p. 3). For Crystal (1999, p. 108) “EA in language teaching and
learning is the study of the unacceptable forms produced by someone learning a
language, especially a foreign language”. According to James (2001, p. 62), EA
refers to “the study of linguistic ignorance, the investigation of what people do not
know and how they attempt to cope with their ignorance”. Another definition of
error analysis is given by Brown (1980, cited in Ridha, 2012, p. 26). He defines
error analysis as "the process to observe, analyze, and classify the deviations of the
rules of the second languages and then to reveal the systems operated by learner".
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In conclusion, EA  is a kind of linguistic research that studies learners’ errors in
learning a new language.
5.2. Significance of error analysis
Corder (1967) states the usefulness of EA in three aspects: to the language
teachers, to the researchers or linguists, and to the learners. Firstly, students’ errors
have immediate practical applications for foreign language teachers. Analyses of
students’ errors will tell teachers how far towards the goal their students have
progressed and what remains for them to learn. They tell teachers about the
effectiveness of their teaching materials and techniques. Secondly, EA gives
researchers evidence of how language is learned or acquired, what strategies or
procedure the learners are employing in their discovery of the target language. This
considerably contributes to design a remedial syllabus or teaching program. Thirdly,
making errors is regarded as a device the learners use to learn. It is a good way for
learners to test their hypotheses about language they are learning.
Corder (1974, cited in Khansir, 2012, p.1029) affirms that “the study of
errors is part of the investigation of the process of language learning”. EA provides
insights into the nature of language and to the process of language teaching and
learning. The results of EA may draw conclusion about how a second or foreign
language can be more effectively taught and learnt or how current teaching methods
can be improved. According to Sharma (1980) “EA can thus provide a strong
support to remedial teaching”. He also affirms that it can reveal both success and
failure of the teaching program.
Richards et al (1992, cited in Khansir, 2012) states the study of errors in
order to:
- Identify strategies which learners use in target language.
- Identify the causes of learners’ errors.
- Obtain information on common difficulties in language teaching.
It is certain that EA, as an aid to teaching or the development of teaching
materials, can help teachers evaluate students’ cognitive development. Meanwhile,
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Lengo (2003, p.  1) mentions that “errors are believed to be an indicator of the
learners’ stages in their target language development”. Sercombe (2000, cited in
Durus, 2009) explains that EA serves three purposes: to find out the level of
language proficiency the learners have reached, to obtain information about
common difficulties in language learning, and to find out how people learn
language. Besides, Candling (2001) considers EA as the “monitoring and analysis
of learning language”.
In conclusion, language teaching and learning is a process of trial and error.
The EA study, thus, is to examine learners’ errors in order to state their hypotheses
and locate their profession in learning. By analyzing errors, teachers can gain some
insights into future course design and teaching methods. In addition, EA give
researchers evidence of how language is learnt and how learners learn the target
language.
5.3. Analysis of composition errors
5.3.1. Procedure for error analysis
Corder (1967) figures out the procedure for EA as follows:
- collection of a sample of language learning
- identification of errors
- description of errors
- explanation of errors
- evaluation of errors
In his later research, Corder (1974) again elaborate five stages in EA:
- collection of sample language
- identification of errors in the corpus
- classification of errors identified
- explanation of errors
- evaluation of errors
In order to reach the results for the research questions, the researcher would
like to employ the stages of EA proposed by Corder (1974)
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5.3.2. Common ESL  writing errors
There have been several studies about EA of English composition written by
learners of English as a second language. They have found some common errors
produced by ESL learners. Dulay et al (1982) shows most common errors as
follows:
- Omitting grammatical morphemes: which are items that do not contribute
much to the meaning of sentences, as in “He hit car”.
- Double marking: a semantic feature, as in “She did not went back”.
- Regularizing rules, as “womans” instead of “women”
- Using archiforms: one form in place of several, for example the use of “her”
for both “she” and “her”.
- Using two or more form in random alternation even though the language
requires the use of each only under certain conditions, as the use of “he” and
“she” regardless of the gender of this person.
- Misordering: for example “what you are doing?”
Vann et al (1984) chooses the following as common ESL writing errors:
Spelling
Subject-verb
Article
Relative clauses
Comma splice
Tense
It- deletion
Pronoun agreement
Word order
Robinett (1972, p.14) proposes a checklist of common ESL writing errors:
Agreement
Verbs
Word division
Penmanship
Comparison
Prepositions
Capitalization
Punctuation
Sentence
Vocabulary
Content
Double negative
Article/determiner
Format
Paraphrase
Nouns
Spelling
Word order
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In addition, Ferris  and Robert (2001) introduce the five categories of most
frequent errors found by Chaney (1999):
Description of errors categories
Verbs errors All errors in verb tense or form including relevance subject-
verb agreement errors
Noun ending
errors
Plural or possessive ending incorrect, omitted, or
unnecessary; including relevance subject0vern agreement
errors
Article errors Article or other determiners incorrect, omitted or
unnecessary
Wrong word All specific errors in word choice or word form including
prepositions, spelling and pronoun errors
Sentence structure Errors in sentence/clause boundaries (run-on, fragments,
comma splice), word order, omitted word or phrases,
unnecessary words or phrases, other unidiomatic sentence
construction
5.3.3. Types of grammatical errors in ESL writing
As stated above, grammar is basically defined as the set of rules for
constructing words, phrases and sentences in a particular language. Based on this
definition of grammar, “grammatical errors” in this study are the errors in terms of
breaking the set of rules dealing with syntax and word structures of a language.
It is certain that common ESL writing errors are classified differently by
different researchers in many perspectives. However, this study only focuses on
grammatical errors; therefore, the ways of written error classification above are not
adaptable. In order to achieve the aims of this study, the author would like to adapt
the Pham Dang Binh’s (2013, p. 121-150) way of classifying common errors,
particularly grammatical errors. He states that there are 8 major kinds of
grammatical errors illustrated as follows.
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Types of grammatical  errors Description of errors
Prepositional errors Wrong/omitted/ unnecessary
prepositions
Word order Wrong order of adjectives
Wrong order of other elements in
sentences
Sentence structure Wrong sentence structure
Expression Omitted words or phrases in sentences
Noun Countable/uncountable nouns
Tenses Wrong use of tenses
Modal verbs Wrong use of modal verbs
Adverbs Wrong use of adverbs or adverbial
clauses
 


	31. 21
CHAPTER II –  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
1. Research setting and participants
1.1. Research setting
The study was carried out in the second semester of the academic year 2013-
1014 at SFL – TNU. At SFL- TNU, English is the most important major. The
students here are taught four skills immediately from the first year; among which
writing is a skill paid a lot of attention. Each week in the second semester, first year
English major students have two periods for writing. This limitation of time
prevents teachers from covering all necessary sub- writing skills carefully as well as
providing enough correction for students’ errors. In fact, first year English students
often make many errors in writing.
1.2. Participants
Subjects of the study were 50 first year English major students of SFL- TNU
in the second semester of the academic year of 2013-2014. The participants were
taken randomly from 70 English major K36 students. The age of the students varies
from 19 to 20. They were all female. They come from different regions in Vietnam.
Some of them are from urban areas; some are from rural or remote areas.
The students all have studied English as a compulsory subject at high school
for at least 3 years and they have passed the entrance examination to university.
Their English is at intermediate level. They all know how to write a paragraph.
However, their proficiency in English is not fluent as advanced learners; hence, they
intend to make errors in writing. They are willing and enthusiastic to take part in
this study.
2. Data collection instruments
Instruments play an important role in research. They influence the data
collected. In order obtain adequate data for the study, the researcher would like to
the type of data collection instrument namely document analysis.
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2.1. Reasons for  choosing students’ writing task
It is plausible that students’ writing analysis as a persuasive and reliable
method of study because every clear clue is present on paper. This method is
considered “a research technique that provides objective, systematic, and qualitative
data” (Verma & Mallick, 1999, p. 5 ). By using document analysis, the researcher is
able to summarize students’ typical errors as well as make inferences from the data
collected.
2.2. Description of students’ writing task
The participants were asked to write paragraphs choosing one of the
following topics:
Topic 1: an important event in your life
Topic 2: reasons you are learning English
Topic 3: important lessons you have learned in life
Topic 4: a recent journey
Topic 5: advantages of computers
The topics for the task were designed based on the topics in the book
“Writing Academic English, 3rd
edition” by Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue,
introduced by Le Thanh Tam & Le Ngoc Phuong Anh (2004, p. 79 - 87). The
reason for choosing these topics was that they were interesting and appropriate for
students at intermediate level. In addition, the participants had more chance to select
the topic they prefer.
The paragraphs were written in pieces of paper. It was not an exam, so
students were free to use dictionaries. The paragraphs must be at least 100 words
long. The participants did the task in maximum of 60 minutes. They could write
everything about the topic they like. The subject matter of this study is grammatical
errors students make in their writing, not what are things or topics they choose or
which kind of paragraph they use. By giving them freedom to write, their real
ability of writing and is shown and their errors occur naturally. The total
respondents were 50 students who had been chosen as samples of this study.
Tải bản FULL (69 trang): https://bit.ly/3fQM1u2
Dự phòng: fb.com/KhoTaiLieuAZ
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In order to  achieve the data as objectively as possible, after having been
collected, the students’ paragraphs are marked by two experienced writing teachers
at SFL – TNU. Before marking, they were given a list of marking symbol (see
Table 2.1), then the researcher introduced the way of marking errors.
3. Data collection procedure
As stated above, during the process of this study, the researcher used EA
procedure suggested by Corder (1974). Therefore, the data collection procedure
consisted of the first step in Corder’s model: collection of sample language
Firstly, students were asked to write paragraphs choosing one of the five
topics above in class in 60 minutes. After that, 50 writing tasks were collected by
the researcher for the purpose of analyzing.
4. Data analysis
After the research was done, the results were analyzed to draw out some
possible conclusions. In order to achieve the aims, the researcher useed both
qualitative and quantitative approach. The qualitative approach was used in
describing and analyzing grammatical errors in students’ paragraphs. The
quantitative approach was applied in counting and calculating the percentage
common errors.
As for analysis of students’ writings, the errors are measured in term of the
frequency of occurrence in various categories and the percentage of the different
kinds of errors in total number of errors. The steps employed in the process of
analysis were based on Corder’s (1974) model of EA; therefore, the analysis steps
are:
- Identification of errors
- Classification of errors
- Explanation of errors
- Evaluation of errors
Tải bản FULL (69 trang): https://bit.ly/3fQM1u2
Dự phòng: fb.com/KhoTaiLieuAZ
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4.1. Identification of  errors
In this step, students’ writings were given to two writing teachers at SFL-
TNU to marking and correcting errors. The teachers were introduced to use the
correction symbols in the following table to mark the errors:
Symbol Meaning Symbol Meaning
Vt Verb tense Sp Spelling
Prep Wrong/unnecessary/omitted
preposition
Art Wrong/omitted/unnecessary
article
P Punctuation Cap Capitalization
Agr Subject- verb agreement T Connective/transition signal
Vf Verb form (wrong gerund,
participle, infinitive, modal or
passive voice verb)
Ww Wrong word
˄ Add a word/phrase (use the
symbol and mark the word
types omitted)
RO Run-on sentence
Conj Wrong/unnecessary/ omitted
conjunction
WO Word order
Exp Unidiomatic sentence
structure
X Optional/unnecessary
word/phrase (cross the
words/phrases and mark if
they are article, prepositions,
and others)
Poss Wrong possessive ending Pl plural
Frag Sentence fragment Pro Wrong/unnecessary/omitted
pronoun
Wf Word from (noun, verb, …) Cs Comma splice
Table 2.1. Error marking symbols
(According to Klassen 1991, Bates et al 1993, Igram and King 1996)
6814122
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