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	1. Deductive & Inductive  Teaching Grammar Methods
By: Mr.Samir Bounab
INTRODUCTION
Teaching grammar in foreign language classes has always been a main issue which is disscussed among
language teachers. Each language has unique grammar and native speakers acquire their mother tongue
without learning the grammar rules. This is the reason that approaches to teaching grammar are debated.
“Grammar is partly the study of what forms (or structures) are possible in a language. Thus, grammar is a
description of the rules that govern how a language’s sentences are formed” (Thornbury, 1999: 1). Harmer
(1987: 1) defines grammar by saying “The grammar of a language is what happens to words when they
become plural or negative, or what word order is used when we make questions or join two claueses to
make one sentence.”
In the past grammar, teaching was seen as the fundamental goal in foreign language classrooms. It was
taught to produce correct sentences both written and orally. It was presented directly in text books so that
the learners obtained the rules of language first.
This type of teaching approach is called deductive teaching which was applied mostly in grammar
translation method. However, grammar teaching approaches have been largely changed from deductive to
inductive, because when pupils are taught in a deductive approach their attention is directed to grammar the
rules rather than understanding the language.
In an inductive teaching, learners are taught grammar rules as well. However, the aim is allow students to
discover the rules themselves from the provided examples. Nowadays an inductive teaching approach is
more preferred by language teachers, as it is more student-centered.
Even though the objective of both approaches is teaching grammar, they differ in the ways of teaching.
(Rutherford and Smith, 1988)
This paper is divided into three sections.
In the first part, brief definitions and principles of these approaches will be provided. Next, the main
differences between a deductive and an inductive teaching will be highlighted. Then the possibility and the
case of combination of a deductive and an inductive approach will be analyzed.
1.THE MAIN APPROACHES TO TEACH GRAMMAR
In the case of grammar teaching there two main approaches. These are deductive approach and inductive
approach.
Not with standing the fact that deductive and inductive approaches have the common goal of teaching
grammar they separate from each other in terms of way of teaching.
 


	2. 1. A Deductive  Approach
Deductive teaching is a traditional approach in which information about target language and rules are
driven at the beginning of the class and continued with examples. The principles of this approach are
generally used in the classes where the main target is to teach grammar structures. For instance, these
principles are convenient for the classes that grammar transtlation method is applied (Nunan, 1991).
According to Thornbury’s three bacic principles a deductive lesson starts with presentation of the rules by
the teacher. Secondly teacher gives examples by highlighting the grammar structures. Then students make
practise with the rules and produce their own examples at the end of the lesson (Thornbury, 1999).
2.An Inductive Approach
Nunan (1999) identifies inductive approach as a process where learners discover the grammar rules
themselves by examining the examples. In an inductive approach it is also possible to use a context for
grammar rules. That is to say, learners explore the grammar rules in a text or an audio rather than isolated
sentences. Thornbury (1999) notes that in an inductive approach learners are provided with samples which
include the target grammar that they will learn. Then learners work on the examples and try to discover the
rules themselves. When students obtain the grammar rules and they practice the language by creating their
own examples.
2. The Main Differences Between a Deductive & An Inductive Approach In GrammarTeaching:
A deductive and an inductive approach differentiate in lesson procedures, learner roles, teacher roles and
usage of meta language in the teaching process.
A deductive approach is based on the top-down theory which the presentation and explanation of
grammar rules take the precedence over teaching.
The language is taught from the whole to parts so learners understand the grammar rules and structures
firstly. Next, they see the examples provided by teacher and finally they begin to produce their own
examples.
In contrast to this an inductive teaching is based on the bottom-up theory which accepts the view that
language learners tend to focus on parts rather than the whole.
For this reason, teaching process begins with a text, audio or visual in a context. Secondly, learners work
on the material to find the rules themselves. In the final stage, they give their own examples. (Block, 2003)
In a deductive approach learners are passive recipients when teacher elicits the rule on the board. However,
in an inductive approach they are active as they are responsible for exploring the rules themselves.
That is to say, while the process of learning is experimental in inductive approach it is more traditional
and descriptive in deductive approach.
According to Thornbury (1999), the class where students involve in the lesson actively is quite reasonable
since it provides more comfortable and motivating environment for them. He also remarks that an inductive
teaching supply more profound knowledge of language as learners study cognitively in order to discover
the rules. It has been pointed out that when learners take place in the learning process actively so as to
discover the rules they develop their autonomy which makes them good language learner (Hinkel and
Fatos, 2002).
 


	3. Additionally it has  been suggested (Shaffer, 1989) that when grammar is presented deductively it will be
easier for learners to understand the written or spoken form of language as learners aware of the
rules. For example, when learners reads a text with present continuous they are able to comprehend the
text deeply since they have known the rule of present continuous tense. In addition, it is remarked that it is
unnecessary to apply inductive approach if the grammar rules are quite simple, but complex grammar items
should be taught inductively in order to demonstrate usage of the rules in sentences clearly (Larsen-
Freeman, 2003).
(1994) remarks that adult learners are tend to deal with the rules when they use target language since their
mentality is able to think abstract items. He has pointed out that deductive teaching is more appropriate for
adult learners and meet their expectations as they give more importance to rules when they use the
language so presentation of grammar rules firstly is more useful for them. On the other hand young learners
are successful in exploring grammar structures from the examples rather than learning them deductively
since they are more likely to learn by doing because grammar rules are complex and abstract for them .
3. COMBINATION OF DEDUCTIVE AND INDUCTIVE APPROACHES
In my paper I have mentioned about the differences between deductive and inductive approaches so far.
Now I will discuss the case of combination of these two approaches. Also I will explain the pros and cons
of this combination in grammar teaching.
It has been known that comparison of these two approaches is the topic which has commonly discussed
among language teachers but there is no certain answer for the question that which is more useful in
teaching grammar. The reason why there is no definite response for this question is the diversity in
teaching and learning settings.
Today one another issue discussed by language teachers is the applicability of combination of deductive
and inductive approaches in one grammar session.
Each method is based on different teaching approaches For example, while grammar translation method
is based upon deductive teaching, direct method relies on inductive teaching.
According to Andrews (2007), the audio- lingual method could be considered as a method where the
grammar is taught both deductively and inductively. To illustrate this, in the audio- lingual method
drills are used the basis of learning process. Pupils are engaged with drills until they learn by heart them.
During this process, they are not provided any information about grammar structures. However, the main
objective of this method is to be able to speak accurately in target language. Thus, in spite of the fact that
drills are taught inductively, learners need to memorize grammar items in order to speak accurately.
According to Brown (1994: 351) “There may be some occasional moments, of course, when a deductive
approach -or a blend between the two- is indeed more appropriate”. For example, to teach the simple past
tense, the teacher begins a conversation with a student. The teacher asks students to tell his last summer
holiday. Student answers by using simple present tense as he has no information about past tense. Later,
teacher corrects him by using past tense. Then, student repeats the correct sentence. After that teacher
writes the past forms of some verbs on the board to make learners practice.
In this process, grammar is taught by using deductive and inductive approaches at the same time. It is
deductive by the aspect of writing the past forms of the verbs on the board. It is also inductive since
students practice the past tense by giving their own examples (Brown, 1994).
Furthermore, it has been stated that it is highly probable to teach grammar by combination of deductive and
inductive teaching. It is more intensifier for as pupils’ attention is both directed to grammar rules and
meaning at the same time (Mac Whinney, 1997 cited in Larsen-Freeman, 2003).
 


	4. From my point  of view utilizing these two approaches together might be proper in some circumstances.
However, learner profile is a crucial factor in this situation because this kind of lesson can be found
complicated by the students and combination might make harder to understand the grammar.
To exemplify this, beginners EFL school learners might be incapable of understanding the grammar in
this way as their brain have tendency to focus on one thing at one time. When they are taught by
combination, they need to follow the teacher and the examples simultaneously and this might result in
confusion (Brown, 1991). Therefore I consider that to combine these approaches is more applicable for
High school learners rather than young learners. The reason why young learners are incapable of
understanding the rules in this way is they have tendency to learn effectively by engaging with the tasks
during the learning process.
One another point that I would like to discuss is the grammar item, which is taught in this way.
In my opinion this is not a proper way of teaching which could be used in all grammar structures. As it is
mentioned above it could be used so as to teach simple past tense but it is difficult to apply it for the
present perfect tense as the meaning would not be as clear as the past tense since they might not have a
tense which has the same meaning with present perfect tense in their native languages.
Therefore I believe that these types of grammar items should be taught deductively in order to make the
meaning clear.
In a nutshell to combine deductive and inductive teaching it is not always an effectual way of teaching
grammar.
As a teacher, I consider that preference of deductive or inductive approach in grammar teaching
depends on learners and the grammar item. Therefore, it seems to me that even though it is possible to
make a combination in some cases, teaching by applying only one approach is more feasible since it
enhances the clarity of learning process.
By: Mr.Samir Bounab ( yellowdaffodil66@gmail.com )
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