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PART A: INTRODUCTION
1.  Rationale of the study
In recent years with the shift from an instructional paradigm to a learner-oriented
approach towards language learning/teaching, understanding the way people learn is of
crucial importance and is the key to educational improvement. There is no doubt that
students take in and comprehend information in different manners. Some like to see and
others like to hear. Some prefer to learn individually, independent of others, while others
enjoy interaction with their peers. It is widely believed that the different ways of how a
learner takes in and processes information are collectively referred to as learning styles or
learning preferences. To achieve a desired learning outcome, teachers should provide
teaching interventions and activities that are compatible with the ways through which
learners like to learn the language or any other subject matter.
Students differ in terms of their learning styles and preferences for instructional
practices. Teachers can benefit from discovering their students‟ preferences in instructional
practices. Nunan (1995:140) proposed that “teachers should find out what their students
think and feel about what and how they want to learn”. Research on learning styles, has
provided teachers and also students with a different view of learning and how to apply it to
classrooms.
Up to now, there has been very little research concerning Vietnamese ESL learners‟
preferences for learning English.
The purpose of this study is to examine preferences for English learning among non-
English major students at HDVTC.
2. Aims of the study
With the above-presented rationale, the specific aims of the study, accordingly, are:
 to explore the HDVTC students style preferences for learning English
 to suggest pedagogical implications for students and teachers at HDVTC to
improve students‟ achievement in learning English.
3. Research Questions
In order to investigate student‟s learning style preferences at HDVTC, the following
questions were addressed:
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1. Which learning  styles are favored by students?
2. What should be done to improve students’ achievement in learning English?
4. Scope of the study
In my thesis, I intended to find out the learning styles of HDVTC students only and
then suggest some useful implications for teachers to better students‟ achievement.
The study is not a collection of learning activities, but a guidance for students and teachers.
5. Methods of the study
To achieve the aims mentioned above the following tasks are involved:
A Survey questionnaire is conducted to find out the students‟ learning styles. A 10- item
language learning preference questionnaire was employed to elicit information for the
study. The data from questionnaire was analyzed quantitatively.
6. Organization of the study
The thesis is organized into three parts:
PART A - Introduction: provides the feasibility of the topic, the rationale of choosing the
topic, the aim of the study, research questions, the scope of the study, the methods of the
study and the design of the study.
PART B- The Development: consists of four chapters
CHAPTER 1 - Literature review: discusses theorical backgrounds that are
relevant to the purpose of the study such as: definitions of learning styles, categorizations
of learning styles, learners‟ learning preferences and advantages of identifying student‟s
learning styles.
CHAPTER 2 – The study: presents subjects and the context of the study and data
collection instruments.
CHAPTER 3- Data analysis and discussion: presents data collection procedures, a
detailed description of data analysis and report on the findings of different asked questions.
CHAPTER 4- Findings and implications: provides summary of the major findings
and some pedagogical implications for students and teachers at Hai Duong vocational
training college. PART C - Conclusion: deals with what has been done in the study and
some possible suggestions for further research and limitations of the study. The references
and appendices are also included in this part.
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PART B: DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER  1: LITERATURE REVIEW
1.1. Definitions of learning styles
During the past decade, educational research has identified a number of factors that
account for some of the differences in how students learn. One of these factors is learning
styles. Learning styles are described by different researchers:
According to Kaplan and Kies (1995: 29-34):
Learning style is an inborn characteristic which does not easily change during the
lifetime, but can change and be developed during the life of the individual through the
experiences. This affects the individual while walking, lying, sitting, speaking, playing and
writing. Actions are made according to these characteristics. Besides this, learning style
has an important place in learning how to study.
According to Grasha (1996: 386 ):
Grasha developed another model based on the importance of preferences in
learning. He describes “learning style” as the collective experience of learning during the
process of gaining knowledge.
According to Allport (1961:608):
Learning style is defined as perception, thought, remembering or problem-solving
of the individual in the way that s/he is used to do. It is assumed that these definitions
include cognitive processes and the individuals use the learning style that they are used to.
According to Keefe (1979a:4):
“Learning styles are characteristic cognitive, affective, and physiological
behaviors that serve as relatively stable indicator of how learners perceive, interact with,
and respond to the learning environment…Learning style is a consistent way of functioning,
that reflects the underlying causes of learning behavior”.
By taking advanced cognitive processes, Keefe has explained lasting cognitive,
affective and physiological characteristics after researching how the student perceived the
environment and how she/he interacted his/her learning environment. He has also stated
that individual characteristics are under the influence of the genetic code, personal
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development and strong  environmental adaptation. According to him, learning style has
cognitive, affective and environmental aspects.
According to Dunn and Dunn (1993:4):
“Learning style is the way in which each learner begins to concentrate on, process,
absorb, and retain new and difficult information It is a combination of many biological
and experiential characteristics that work on their own or together as a unit to contribute
to learning. This interaction with new information is unique for each individual”.
Dunn and Dunn have taken some developmental characteristics into consideration
while determining learning styles. Because of differences coming from biological and
individual developmental characteristics, some ways can be found to make instruction
appropriate. In other words, some students learn through hearing, some through
experiencing and some primarily through watching. According to Dunn & Dunn, the
important thing is that the teacher has to determine the ways by which the student learns in
the process.
According to Kolb (1984):
His experiential learning which differs from other cognitive learning theories
explores the use of experiences in the learning process. With this start, he has developed
his studies following on experiential learning theory. As a result, a learning style model
has been developed. Kolb defines learning as “the process of being in harmony with the
social and physical environment”. He has proceeded to define “learning” and differentiate
it from knowledge. According to Kolb, learning is a process and knowledge is the
transformation of the experience.
Among the above mentioned definitions of learning styles, the definition by Keefe
sees learning style as broader construct, which includes cognitive along with affective and
psychological styles. It was accepted by the leading theorists. Therefore, the researcher
will refer to the definition of Keefe in this study.
It is necessary to categorize the learning styles. So the categorizations of learning
styles will be presented in the following part.
1.2. Categorizations of learning styles
Within learning styles, there are differences in the components that make up each
one. For example, in the category of perceptual learning styles. Keefe (1979:137) uses
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kinesthetic/psychomotor, visual/spatial and  auditory/verbal. O‟Brien‟s (1989: 85-89)
components are visual and haptic (a combination of tactile and kinesthetic), while James &
Galbraith (1985) include print visual and interactive (verbalization and olfactory). Reid‟s
perceptual learning style (1995:15-17) includes visual, auditory, tactile, kinesthetic, group
and individual learning styles.
Reid (1995:15-17) divides learning styles into three major categories: cognitive
learning styles, sensory learning styles, and personality learning styles. Cognitive styles
relate to thinking, problem solving abilities and the ability to organize information.
Sensory or perceptual learning style has to do with the physical environment in which we
learn, and involves using our senses in order to perceive data. Personality learning style
takes students‟emotions, values and feelings into consideration.
1.2.1. Cognitive learning styles
Field-independent vs. Field-dependent:
Field-independent learners learn more effectively step by step, beginning with
analyzing facts and proceeding to ideas. The field independent students prefer to learn in a
context where rules, instructions, discrete-point tests and imitation are emphasized.
Field- dependent students, on the other hand, generally prefer cooperative and
experiential learning environments
Analytic vs. Global:
Analytic learners learn individually. They prefer to learn one detail at a time in a
meaningful sequence. Once they know all the parts, they put the parts together and
comprehend the “big picture”.
Global learners prefer interaction with other people. They concerned with the
whole meaning and the end results. They need to start with an overview of the “big
picture” before they deal with elements of the whole.
Reflective vs. Impulsive:
Reflective learners learn more effectively when they have time to consider options
before responding. They learn by thinking things through, working alone.
While impulsive learners are able to respond immediately and take risks. They
learn by trying things out, working with others
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1.2.2. Sensory learning  styles
Sensory preferences refer to the perceptual and physical learning channels with
which the student is the most comfortable.
1.2.2.1. Perceptual learning styles
Auditory- The students with auditory style learn best through verbal lectures,
discussions, listening what others say. Aural learners learn by listening. They like to sing
and listen to recordings. They are excited by classroom interactions in role-plays and
similar activities. Written information may have little meaning until it is heard.
Visual – visual learners learn more effectively through seeing. They like to read
and obtain a great deal from visual stimulation. Visual learners like to learn through
PowerPoint, Internet, video, colorful posters, graphics, diagrams, pictures, flow charts,
handouts, symbols and white space.
Tactile – tactile learners learns more effectively through hand-on approach. Tactile
Learners like to touch, and often prefer hands-on activities such as building models and
doing laboratory experiments
Kinesthetic- kinesthetic learners learns more effectively through body experience.
They prefer to learn via moving. Sitting at a desk for very long is not suitable for them.
They prefer to have frequent breaks and move around the room. Kinesthetic Learners like
experiential learning, preferring physical activities such as field trips, role-play and drama.
1.2.2.2. Environmental learning styles
Physical vs. Sociological:
Physical learners learn more effectively when variables such as temperature, sound,
light, food, time, and classroom arrangement are considered.
Sociological learners, in contrast, learn more effectively when variables such as
group, individual, pair, and team work, and level of teacher authority are regarded.
1.2.3. Personality learning styles
Extroversion vs. Introversion:
Extroverted learners are interested in concrete experience, contact with outside, and
relationship with others. Extraverts gain their greatest energy from the external world.
They want interaction with people and have many friendships, some deep and some not.
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In contrast, introverted  learners, on the other hand, are more interested in individual,
independent situations. Introverts derive their energy from the internal world, seeking
solitude and tending to have just a few friendships, which are often very deep.
Sensing vs. Perception:
Sensing learners learn best from reports of observable facts and happenings, and
rely on their five senses. While, perception learners learn more effectively from
meaningful experiences and relationships with others.
Thinking vs. Feeling:
Thinking learners learn best from impersonal circumstances and logical
consequences. Thinking learners are oriented toward the stark truth, even if it hurts some
people‟s feelings. They want to be viewed as competent and do not tend to offer praise
easily. Even though they might secretly desire to be praised themselves. Sometimes they
seem detached.
On the other hand, feeling learners prefer personalized circumstances and social
values. Feeling learners value other people in very personal ways. They show empathy and
compassion through words, not just behaviors, and say whatever is needed to smooth over
difficult situations. Though they often wear their hearts on their sleeves, they want to be
respected for personal contributions and hard work.
Judging vs. Perceiving:
Judging learners learn by reflection, analysis, and processes that involve closure.
Perceiving learners, in contrast, learn through negotiation, feeling, and inductive processed
that postpone closure.
Ambiguity-tolerant vs. Ambiguity-intolerant:
Ambiguity-tolerant learners learn best when opportunities for experience and risk,
as well as interaction, are present.
Ambiguity-intolerant learners, however, learn most effectively when in less flexible,
less risky, and more structured situations.
Left-brained vs. Right-brained:
Left-brained learners tend toward visual, analytic, reflective, self-reliant learning.
Right-brained learners, on the contrary, are more interested in auditory, global, impulsive,
interactive learning.
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For Reid (1995),  In fact, learners may have more than one learning style and are
able to switch or flex styles depending on the environment or task at hand.
Based on the categorizations of learning styles, many researchers have conducted
the study to explore the learners‟ learning style preferences.
2.3. Summary of findings about learning style preferences
Over the past three decades researchers have started to work on the learning style
preferences. Research that identifies and measures learning styles relies primarily on self-
reporting questionnaires by which students select their preferred learning styles.
Wintergerst, DeCapua, and Marilyn (2003: 85-106) tried to explore the learning
style preferences of two different populations (Russian ESL students and Asian ESL
students). Findings revealed that these two groups of language learners clearly preferred
group activity above individual work. The researchers further suggested that at least some
cultural influences were at play. Both quantitative and qualitative studies in cross-cultural
settings support a relationship between culture and learning and contend that culture,
ethnicity, class, and gender play important roles in shaping the learning preferences and
learning styles of students (Anderson, 1993: 2-9).
In a study among Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese, and White students in
California secondary schools, Park (1997a: 68-77) came to a conclusion that Vietnamese
showed major preference for group learning, whereas Filipino showed minor preference
and Whites showed negative preference.
Park (2000: 245-268) discovered that among Southeast Asian students there is no
statistically significant difference among high-, middle-, and low achieving group in their
favorable preferences for learning styles such as auditory, visual, kinesthetic or tactile
learning styles. These Southeast Asian students show either major or minor preference for
group learning compared with East Asian students (Koreans and Chinese) who showed
negative preference for group learning (Park,1997a: 68-77). However, the subjects
of Park (2000) study were Southeast Asians immigrants: Cambodians, Hmong, Lao and
Vietnamese whose profile is different from the subjects of the current study.
In an attempt to investigate the issue of learners' preferences of the methodology of
learning a foreign language, Kavaliauskiene (2003) drew three main conclusions from this
research. First, slightly more than half of the learners favor a communicative approach to
 


	14. 15
perfect their language  skills by working in pairs/small groups, taking part in projects and
practicing English by talking to their peers. Second, given assignments 93 percent of
learners support the idea of homework against 7 percent who reject it. Third, a short-term
approach to studying a foreign language prevails. Learners seek passing their exams and
getting good marks, and are not concerned with improving language skills and competence
for the future usage.
It is very important to understand and explore each individual‟s learning style.
Analyzing one‟s own particular learning style can be very helpful and beneficial to the
student by aiding them in becoming more focused and an attentive learner, which
ultimately will increase educational success. Discovering this learning style will allow the
student to determine his or her own personal strengths and weaknesses.
2.3. The advantages of identifying learning styles
The research on learning styles shows that individuals have another learning style
besides the dominant one. In other words, an individual has one or more than one learning
styles. When the individual has more than one learning style, the levels of using it can
change (Temel, 2002: 6-9)
Learning style gives opportunities to recognize individuals and the differences
between them. For this reason, a teaching style is required to devise learning approaches
that take cognitive, affective and psychological factors into account (Mc Keachie, 1995).
Learning style has an important place in the lives of individuals. When the
individual knows his/her learning style, s/he will integrate it in the process of learning so
s/he will learn more easily and fast and will be successful (Biggs, 2001)
Another advantage of the identification of the own learning style by the student is
that it will help the student to become an effective problem solver. The more successful the
individual is at solving the problems s/he faces, the more control s/he will take over his/her
own life (Fidan, 1986: 276)
It is important that individuals receive education in areas suitable for their learning
styles. A person educated in an area having no relationship to his/her learning style may
lack confidence and s/he may be less successful; s/he may as a result become frustrated.
Knowledge of learning style also provides information to the student as to why s/he has
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learnt in a  different way than others. It helps to control the process of learning. It is vital
because one of the most important signals in learning is to learn to be autonomous, that is,
for the individual to take responsibility for his/her own learning. Because of this, s/he
should know what learning style is. This has to be part of the learning process to enable the
individual to obtain knowledge, which constantly shifts and changes, without any help
from others. Briefly, confidence in learning will consistently rise when learners know how
to learn. Learning to learn and grasping knowledge in a suitable manner will lessen the
need for an overbearing control by teachers. At this point, teachers guide the students. The
students take responsibility for their learning, they are at the center of the process and
everything is under their control. They search answers to the problems and benefit from
their unique performances and preferences in their learning styles. Those people will
identify their aims, unlike those whose learning style preferences are not identified. They
know what they want to learn and how to learn. This awareness will change their
perspectives on learning new things.
The next chapter deals with the methodology to conduct the study.
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CHAPTER 2: THE  STUDY
2.1. Subjects and the context of the study
2.1.1. The subjects
This study was conducted with a sample of 200 non- English major students from
different faculties including information technology faculty (a class of 47 students),
accounting faculty (a class of 53 students), electric-electronic faculty (a class of 50
students) and sewing faculty (a class of 50 students). Their ages vary from 18 to 22 so they
belong to the same psychological age group.
All the students followed the same two-term course of general English and their
course book is New Headway- elementary. The students under the investigation had learnt
English for 5 to 7 years and have just completed their first term for English.
2.1.2. The context of the study
2.1.2.1. Overview of Hai Duong vocational training college
HDVTC located in Hai Duong city which has many industrial zones such as Nam
Sach industrial zone, Tan Truong industrial zone…Therefore, graduated students may have
a lot of opportunities to work for foreign companies. Founded in 2000, HDVTC has
experienced 10 years of vocational training for Hai Duong province. At present, there are
over 6000 students placed into 6 different fields: information technology, accounting,
electric-electronic, welding, metal cutting and sewing. English is taught as a compulsory
non-major subject. Due to the lack of vocational teachers at HDVTC, classes almost
always have a large number of students. Each class loads around 50 students. This situation
raises a challenge to the teachers of English in such crowded class.
2.1.2.2. The teachers of Hai Duong vocational training college
There are five teachers of English currently working at HDVTC. Among them, two
graduated from Ha Noi University, two from Ha Noi National University and one from
Phuong Dong university. Of the five teachers, there is no teacher who got MA degree.
They are female ranking from 22 to 30. All of them have little teaching experience. Their
communication ability as well as new teaching methods should be improved.
Most teachers are not aware of the ways their students prefer to learn the language,
or even if they are, they pay little attention to them. Teachers need to discover their
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students‟ preferred way  of learning the language. If there is preferable language learning
which matches the expectations of learners, it will be of value to increase the student‟s
achievement in learning.
2.1.2.3. The students of Hai Duong vocational training college
The majority of students are aged from 18 to 22. Almost students enrolling the
course had poor performance at high school and failed the university entrance exams. They
have learned English since they were at primary schools, but their English proficiency is
quite low and they have little chance to use the language in real-life situations. Among
them, there is a large number who are interested in learning English and want to develop
their ability in using English. By contrast, the other part of students is low motivated. They
tend to regard English as less important than the other subjects and they study English in
order to pass the exam.
2.1.2.4. The material
The current teaching material for students is New Headway- Elementary by Liz
Soar (1995) which is designed following communicative approach. The course is divided
into two terms with 4 credits in each. The material consists of 14 units. There are stop and
check after every 3, 4 units. The first term (from unit 1 to unit 7) is taught in their first year
and the other term (from unit 8 to unit 14) is taught in the third year. During each term,
there are two middle written tests to examine how well the students have achieved in the
previous units. After the two terms, students have to take final test.
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Hereby is the  list of units of the course book:
Term Units Teaching hours
for each unit
1
Unit 1: Hello everybody! + Introduction 10
Unit 2: Meeting people 8
Unit 3: The world of work 8
Unit 4: Take it easy! 8
Stop and check 1+ Middle test 1 2
Unit 5: Where do you live? 8
Unit 6: Can you speak English? 6
Unit 7: Then and now 8
Stop and check 2 + Middle test 2 2
2
Unit 8: How long ago? 6
Unit 9: Food you like 8
Unit 10: Bigger and better 8
Stop and check 3 + Middle test 3 2
Unit 11: Looking good! 8
Unit 12: Life‟s an adventure 8
Unit 13: How terribly clever! 8
Unit 14: Have you ever? 8
Stop and check 4+ Final test 4
Total 120
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2.2. Data collection  instruments
The instrument used to collect data was a questionnaire. Questionnaire was chosen
because it is one of the most popular instruments in collecting data. It is quite easy to
prepare and it can be given to large groups of subjects at the same time. Hence, the data
will be more accurate. In addition, the information collected is not so difficult to analyze.
A 10-item questionnaire was employed to find out student‟s learning style
preferences at Hai Duong vocational training college:
Question 1: Student‟s length of learning English
Question 2: Learning mode
Question 3: Preferred learning skills
Question 4: Learning vocabulary
Question 5: Learning grammar
Question 6: Learning aids
Question 7: Learning activities
Question 8: Oral correction
Question 9: Written correction
Question 10: Doing homework
200 copies of the questionnaire were delivered to 200 students of 4 classes. The
data from questionnaire was analyzed quantitatively. They are all written in Vietnamese to
ensure the possible misunderstandings may be avoided. The questionnaire is attached in
the appendix.
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CHAPTER 3: DATA  ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Data collection procedures
The study was done through the following steps:
The researcher taught the four classes of information technology, accounting,
electric-electronic and sewing faculty for the first term then asked them to complete the
survey questionnaire.
The survey questionnaire was administered during the class time. Before the
questionnaire was given to the informants, the researcher took time to explain the purpose
of the questionnaire, the requirements of the informants. The informants were also
encouraged to raise any questions if there was anything unclear in the survey questionnaire.
Then they were instructed to complete the questionnaire.
3.2. Results and discussion
This part will present and analyze the data obtained and then discuss the findings.
Results of the items in the questionnaire are presented in this section.
In question 2, students were asked to express whether they preferred working
individually, in pairs, in small groups, or with the whole class. Results are presented below:
Question Options Percentage
2. In class, How do you like learning? a. individually 8%
b. in pairs 25%
c. in small groups 83%
d. with the whole class 22%
(Table 1: Learning Mode )
As shown, group work seems to be the most preferred mode, 83% of students
expressed their preference for working in small groups. This is while, 25% of the students
preferred to work in pairs and 22% like to work with the whole class. Learning
individually was the least preferred mode.
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It can be  concluded from the results of this item that learners seem to favor a
communicative approach to language learning by showing reluctance to working on their
own. It seems they feel more comfortable, productive, and relaxed by working in other
ways, e.g. in pairs or in groups where their voices would be heard, and their opinions
would be shared and valued.
It is true that group work stimulate students a lot because they are provided with
opportunities to work together, exchanging information and their individuality and
independence are highlighted as well.
For teachers, group work is a good choice for large multi-classes. This mode gives
students more language practice, more cooperation in the task, more competition and
creativeness.
However, group work can do exactly the opposite if they are not well planned. The
student may reluctantly take part in group work because they have little or nothing to say
in English.
Question 3 asked whether students liked learning by listening and taking notes,
reading and doing comprehension, speaking to the others, writing topics you‟ve learned or
practicing sounds and pronunciation.
Question Options Percentage
3. In class, How do you
like learning?
a. by listening and taking notes 18%
b. by reading and doing comprehension 78.5%
c. by speaking to the others 69%
d. by writing topics you‟ve learned 10%
e. by practicing sounds and pronunciation 7%
(Table 2: Preferred learning skills)
Reading and doing comprehension received high percentage from students (78,
5 %). Speaking to the others received rather high percentage from students (69 %).
What can be inferred from the results displayed in Table 2 above is that students do
not want to adopt a totally passive role in the learning process. They are inclined to be
involved in classroom interactions and not just sit and see what is going on.
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This is a  message for language teachers to take steps that would enable students to
be as much involved in activities in classroom as possible.
However, while practicing speaking skill, students will have opportunity to talk in
Vietnamese or demotivate. Therefore, in order to get students of all levels of English to
participate in the activities, the teachers have to plan the lesson carefully.
Question 4 aimed to find out how students would like to learn new vocabulary.
The options were: by using the word in a sentence, by giving the antonym and synonym of
the new word, by translating the words into Vietnamese or by guessing the words context.
Question Options Percentage
4. When learning new
vocabulary, How do you
like learning?
a. by using new words in a sentence 65%
b. by giving the antonym and synonym of
the new word
15%
c. by translating the words into Vietnamese 19%
d. by guessing the words in context 69.5%
(Table 3: Learning vocabulary)
It is clear from results in the table, nearly two third of students (65%) give priority
to using new words in a sentence. This shows that learners prefer to learn the new
vocabulary by making a sentence with them and using them in a context. This obligates
teachers to help students make sentences with new words in order to enhance their
vocabulary learning. They preferred to learn the new words when they are contextualized.
Another option for learning new words was “Guessing the words in context”. As
shown, 69.5% of the students expressed their preference towards guessing the words in
context as a way of learning the new vocabulary. Results show that learners are not
reluctant to guess the meaning of new vocabulary or infer the meaning from the context.
This shows that students are not willing to learn new words in isolation, nor by simple rote
memorization. It is important that new vocabulary items be presented in contexts rich
enough to provide adequate clues for students to guess a word‟s meaning. The reason
behind such tendency may be the fact that in students‟ view, meaningful information is
retained longer and retrieved more easily.
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It can be  understood from the results that students do not generally favor translating
new words to learn them (19%). One reason for this finding can be the institutes from
which the data were obtained which claimed to follow a communicative approach to
language teaching/learning. In recent years with a trend towards communicative language
teaching it appears that our students are more and more oriented towards using authentic
materials and do not like to make use of translation in their learning.
Question 5 asked students how they like learning grammar, whether they would
like learning the rules first, then making sentences or reading sentences given by the
teachers, then finding out rules.
Question Options Percentage
5. When learning grammar,
How do you like?
a. learning the rules first, and then making
sentences
72.5%
b. reading sentences given by the teachers,
then finding out rules
23.5%
(Table 4: Learning grammar)
As seen in table 4 rules presented from examples and contexts and situations were
mostly preferred (72.5%). Obviously, inductive presentation is dominant rather than
deductive one.
Teaching grammar inductively has favorable implications for communicative
competence, which involves a selection of the right grammatical terms to that of the
appropriate setting. Students need to also know how to use language in context: when,
where and to whom to use these grammatically correct sentences.
Question 6 asked students whether they like learning by using
pictures/videos/drawings, using radio/ tapes/ cassettes, using the blackboard and using
written material. Results are shown below:
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Question Options Percentage
6.  In class, How do you
like learning?
a. using pictures/drawings/ videos 89.5%
b. using radio/ tapes/ cassettes 11%
c. using the blackboard 75.5%
d. using written material 20%
(Table 5: Learning aids)
What can be inferred from the results above is that pictures, videos and drawings
are mostly favored ( 89.5%). Learners remember better the material that has been
presented by means of visual aids. Communicative activities using visual aids such as flash
cards, photographs, drawings, videos or films can stimulate students to speak the language.
Using blackboard was also preferred (75.5%). Chalk boards are a common way and useful
visuals for teachers. Moreover, students like to see what they hear, and such media are
more vivid and attention-catching than radio or tapes.
Question 7 deals with the activities learners find very useful in classroom. These
include role play, language games, English songs and puzzles. The results are cited in the
table below:
Question Options Percentage
7. What do you like doing
in class?
a. role playing 76%
b. doing language games 15%
c. learning English songs 85.5%
d. doing puzzles 4%
(Table 6: Learning activities)
It is shown from the table that 76% students prefer role play in practicing the
language in class.The striking point about these results is that in students‟ view, student-to-
student interaction is highly beneficial to their learning. Students would like to talk to other
students. One explanation for such preference may be the fact that when language learners
interact with each other, they experience some difficulties as they attempt to use the target
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language to communicate.  As a result, they become aware of what they need to know in
order to express themselves effectively. They, then, may ask their fellow students for help.
Needless to say, such interaction makes the classroom a more pleasant and friendly place.
Learning through English songs was also students‟ preference (85.5 %). It is clearly
that music creates a relaxing atmosphere because the class can sing together and they allow
maximum participation by every student in both listening and speaking.
Question 8 asked students how they would prefer to be corrected by their teachers,
whether they would like to be corrected immediately in front of everyone, or later at the
end of the activity in front of everyone, or later in private. Results are displayed in the table
below:
Question Options Percentage
8. In class, when you
speak, How do you want
to be corrected?
a. immediately, in front of everyone 33.5%
b. later, at the end of the activity, in front of
everyone
66.5%
c. later, in private 0%
(Table 7: Oral correction)
33.5% of the students preferred to be corrected immediately in front of everyone,
While, 66.5% of the students did not hold such a belief. This shows that students are
against immediate correction and prefer other kind of error correction such as later
correction. The reason is hidden in the fact that students think of later correction to be
more effective than immediate correction. Immediate reaction to mistakes in an oral
communication setting may discourage some students from speaking.
It seems that students do not like having their teachers correct them immediately in
front of everyone, In fact, correcting students‟ errors directly may not necessarily lead to
more correct language usage in the future, and even worse, it may result in negative
affective feelings that interfere with learning. Immediate correction may be embarrassing
to some students, especially the shy ones.
Tải bản FULL (54 trang): https://bit.ly/3RiivOh
Dự phòng: fb.com/TaiHo123doc.net
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Question 9 asked  students whether they like their written work to be corrected by
other students with the teacher‟s help, by themselves with the teacher‟s help or by the
teacher.
Question Options Percentage
9. In class, when you
write, How would you like
to be corrected?
a. self correction with the teacher‟s help 52%
b. peer-correction with teacher‟s help 68%
c. the teacher to correct your work 18%
(Table 8: Written correction)
The results in table 8 clearly that having the errors corrected by the teachers draws
only 18% of the participants. While self-correction and peer-correction with teacher‟s help
are more preferred. More than half of the participants show their interest in these active
learning. It is possible that in these students‟ mind, correcting written mistakes by
themselves and each other would be more effective. They will remember their mistakes
longer if they must think, discover their mistakes and write it on their own.
Question 10 asked students about their learning English time they spend at home.
There are five options: a. preparing for the next class; b. reviewing the day's work; c. doing
exercises in the workbook and d. practicing English with other people.
Question Options Percentage
10. At home, How do you
like to spend time?
a. preparing for the next class 18%
b. reviewing the day's work 39%
c. doing exercises in the workbook 45 %
d. practicing English with other people 1%
(Table 9: Doing homework)
As can be seen from the table 9, not many students spend time on doing homework.
18% students use their time to prepare for the next lesson. 39% spend time on reviewing
the last lesson. Nearly half of them do exercises in the workbook. It is possible that
Tải bản FULL (54 trang): https://bit.ly/3RiivOh
Dự phòng: fb.com/TaiHo123doc.net
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students find no  interest and challenge in doing the homework, so it is necessary to create a
variety of homework that motivates students to spend more time on learning English at
home.
3.3. Conclusion
Chapter 3 has presented the methodology underlying the research, detailed
description and discussions of the data analysis. In the light of data analysis, it can be said
that most of learners in the study seem to favor a communicative approach to perfect their
language skills by working in pairs/ groups, tending to be actively engaged in classroom
activities, practicing their English by speaking to their peers and having interaction with
other people. They like to practice English with visual aids and they tend to take challenges
in acquiring English.
The following part will be findings in the study and implications.
6813935
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