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	1. Faculty of Letters  & Humanities
English Department
Writing Paragraph
Pr. Rachid Acim
Parts of Speech
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	2. 1) The Noun
We  will start with the noun because every English sentence either contains one or
is about one. A noun is a word that names something—a person, a place, a thing,
or an idea.
■ electrician, gym, video game, anxiety
Some nouns refer to a general class of persons, places, or things. They are called
common nouns, and they are not capitalized unless they are used to begin a
sentence.
■ athlete, state, sports car, building, holiday
Some nouns refer to specific persons, places, or things. They are called proper
nouns, and they are always capitalized.
■ Texas, Alfa Romeo, Eiffel Tower, Christmas Eve
 


	3. 2) The Pronoun
We  could not get along without nouns. But occasionally, in order to avoid
repetition, we use other words in place of nouns. The words that we
substitute for nouns are called pronouns.
■ As Paul began to take Paul’s biology exam, Paul tried to ignore the
beeping sound coming from a cellular phone behind Paul.
This sentence is obviously monotonous because of its overuse of Paul. We
can improve it by using pronouns.
■ As Paul began to take his biology exam, he tried to ignore the beeping
sound coming from a cellular phone behind him.
 


	4. The pronouns in  this sentence are his, he, and him, and their
antecedent (the word to which they refer) is Paul. Here is
another sentence with pronouns and an antecedent.
■ The runner waved to her fans as she ran the victory lap
around the track, and the crowd cheered her.
What are the pronouns in this sentence? What is their
antecedent?
 



	6. 3) Verbs
As a  developing writer, you should become familiar with three types of
verbs: Transitive and intransitive verbs, action verbs, and stative verbs.
a. Action Verbs
1. The mail carrier arrives with a package.
2. The dog races the squirrel to the tree.
3. The eagle soars high above the cliffs.
4. The defense lawyer speaks with a Southern drawl.
 


	7. b. stative verbs
•  thoughts and opinions:
agree, believe, doubt, guess, imagine, know, mean, recognize, remember, think,
• feelings and emotions:
like,, love, prefer, want, wish,
• senses and perceptions:
appear, be, feel, hear, look, see, seem, smell, taste
possession:
belong, have, measure, own, possess, weigh.
 


	8. b. Linking Verbs
Linking  verbs indicate a condition or state of being. The linking verb
connects the subject with a word or phrase identifying or describing
something about the subject:
Commonly Used Linking Verbs
Act; feel; look; appear; grow; seem; be; become taste
1. Dr. Smith is a surgeon.
2. The wool sweater feels rough.
3. The desert sand becomes cool in the evening.
4. Aretha appears tired and sluggish.
 


	9. A. TRANSITIVE VERBS
Transitive  verbs require an object to complete their meaning.
e.g. I bought.
This sentence is incomplete. There is information that is
missing.
 


	10. Transitive verbs can  have a passive form.
Active: Subject + transitive verb + object
Passive: Object + was/were + transitive verb (+ by subject)
1. Thieves stole his car. (active)
2. His car was stolen. (passive)
3. Thomas Edison invented the light bulb. (active)
4. The light bulb was invented by Thomas Edison. (passive)
5. They sold some books. (active)
6. Some books were sold. (passive)
 


	11. B. INTRANSITIVE VERBS
Intransitive  verbs cannot have a direct object after them.
The subject is doing the action of the verb and nothing
receives the action. An intransitive verb does not pass the
action to an object.
e.g. He arrived.
The baby smiled.
 


	12. c. Helping Verbs
Helping  verbs combine with a main verb to form a group of
words called a verb phrase. The helping verb gives the main verb a
specific time reference or meaning.
Commonly Used Helping Verbs
Can; could; may; might; must; shall; should; will ; would, etc.
forms of the irregular verbs be, do, and have
Examples
1. The manager can fire employees if they break regulations.
2. Keeping a diary might help you better understand yourself.
3. Studying will enhance your grade point average.
4. A positive attitude should make your day more enjoyable.
 


	13. 4) The Adjective
In  your writing you will often want to modify (or describe) a noun or pronoun.
How many? What kind? Which one? What color?
■ How many? Many students believe that the Social Security system will be
bankrupt
■ What kind? Egg bagels gave us energy for our hike.
■ Which one? This backpack was found in the cafeteria.
■ What color? His purple socks did not complement his red suit.
The adjectives in the preceding sentences came immediately before the nouns
they modified. Some adjectives, however, come after linking verbs and describe
the subject of the verb. Adjectives in this position are called predicate
adjectives.
e.g. They are smart
He seems scared of the dog
 


	14. Possessive pronouns (pronouns  that show ownership such as my,
your, her, his, our, and their) are adjectives when they come before
nouns. Notice the examples.
■ our apartment
■ their lunch break
■ my employer
Demonstrative pronouns (pronouns that point out or indicate) are
adjectives when they come before nouns. Notice the following
examples.
■ this building
■ that statement
■ these flowers
■ those books
 


	15. Interrogative: are used  to ask questions (who,
whom, whose, what, which)
Who is driving the car?
Relative: introduce relative clauses and relate them to nouns or
pronouns
(Who, whom, whose, which, and that)
The driver, who was talking on a cell phone, went
through a red light.
 


	16. 5) Adverbs
They are  words that describe or modify verbs, adjectives, and other
adverbs.
■ The huge chopper transported the soldiers quickly.
■ The extremely tall guard dribbled the basketball slowly.
■ The tall guard dribbled the basketball very slowly.
Adverbs usually answer the following questions: When? Where? How? To
what extent?
■ Joe immediately realized that he had confused Megan with her sister.
■ Please wait here.
■ The deer struggled unsuccessfully to escape.
 


	17. 6) The Preposition
Prepositions  are connecting words—they do not have any
meaning or content in or of themselves. They exist only to show
relationships between other words.
Prepositions are words like at, by, from, and with that are usually
followed by a noun or pronoun (at home, by herself, from Toledo, and
with you). The word following the preposition is called its object; the
preposition and its object are called a prepositional phrase.
■ after the meeting
■ below the average
■ from one coast to another
■ through the final week
■ together with the director and producer
 


	18. 6) The Conjunction
A  conjunction is a word that joins words or groups of words. In a
sense, conjunctions are like prepositions: they do not represent things
or qualities. Instead, they merely show different kinds of relationships
between other words or groups of words. There are two kinds of
conjunctions you will need to recognize: coordinating and
subordinating.
Coordinating conjunctions join words and word groups of equal
importance or rank. You should memorize these coordinating
conjunctions.
FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So)
 


	19. 7) Interjections
They are  words that show excitement or emotion. They are
grammatically connected to the sentence.
Harray, wow, cool, bam, alas, yes, no, oh, cheers
▪ Yes, I like raking leaves
▪ Oh no, I won’t climb the mountain.
▪ W’re going to Ifrane? Yes!
▪ We won the gold medal. Great!
 


	20. Every word in  a sentence has a name, definition and specific
function/job.
Summary
NAME Definition Function
Noun name person, place thing or idea subject or object
Pronoun used to replace noun subject or object
Verb describes action or state-of-being
Adjective modifies/describes nouns-pronouns Which one? How many? What kind?
Adverb modifies/describes verbs, adjectives,
or other adverbs
How? When? Where? To what degree?
 


	21. Practice
Label the parts  of speech for the bold words in the following sentences.
1. He finished _______ his homework.
2. Sean ______ is working at _____the computer.
3. What are the eight parts of speech __________?
4. Will you __________help me move__________ tomorrow?
5. She _________ has been sick for _________three days.
6. There have been two enormous ___________ snowstorms ____________this winter.
7. Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman announced that they _________ are getting separated.
8. She _________ is getting married next year.
9. The computer is having technical ___________ problems.
10. I like__________ steak, but _________ she doesn’t eat meat.
11. Help! ___________My computer just crashed.
12. He sauntered proudly ____________across the stage.
13. Although __________he didn’t want to go to class, he knew he had to go.
14. John never __________puts sugar in his coffee.
 


	22. Which part of  speech are the words in bold letters
1. They went to the supermarket and bought some products.
verb
adverb
noun
2. My friend wants to leave now.
verb
adjective
adverb
3. What are they doing there
adjective
adverb
verb
4. There is a kitten underneath the piano.
conjunction
preposition
adverb
5. Camilla is my favorite friend.
Proper noun
Collective noun
Common noun
 


	23. 6. My uncle  looked up, yet he didn’t see anything.
verb
adverb
conjunction
7. My family live in different parts of India.
common noun
abstract noun
collective noun
8. That was a difficult question.
adjective
adverb
preposition
9. She was very impressed with her results.
adjective
adverb
verb
10. Although she is poor, she is happy.
conjunction
preposition
verb
 


	24. Circle all the  adjectives in each sentence.
1. The house had three large bedrooms and two bathrooms.
2. A black fungus covers my entire garden.
3. Mary is happier since she changed jobs.
Underline the adverb in each sentence. The circle the word it modifies.
4. We almost missed our plane.
5. We crossed the flooded street safely.
6. Did you purchase your home recently?
7. Online registration ended yesterday.
Read each sentence. If the underlined word is an adjective, write ADJ on the line. If the underlined word is an adverb, write ADV.
8. Red ant hills were everywhere. ________
9. He is most likely to be elected team captain. ________
10. The Spring schedules will be available soon. ________
11. Who presented the best project in your class? ________
Underline the word that correctly completes each sentence.
12. John hadn’t seen (none any) of the movies listed in the newspaper.
13. Noah hasn’t been (anywhere nowhere) outside of the state of Florida.
14. Although snow was predicted, we didn’t get (none any).
ADJ
ADV
ADV
ADJ
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