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Nhân vật phụ nữ trong truyện ngắn Cao Duy Sơn.pdfHanaTiti 



Pháp luật về giao dịch bảo hiểm nhân thọ ở Việt Nam.pdf
Pháp luật về giao dịch bảo hiểm nhân thọ ở Việt Nam.pdfHanaTiti 



Tổ chức dạy học lịch sử Việt Nam lớp 10 theo hướng phát triển năng lực vận dụ...
Tổ chức dạy học lịch sử Việt Nam lớp 10 theo hướng phát triển năng lực vận dụ...HanaTiti 



The impact of education on unemployment incidence - micro evidence from Vietn...
The impact of education on unemployment incidence - micro evidence from Vietn...HanaTiti 



Deteminants of brand loyalty in the Vietnamese neer industry.pdf
Deteminants of brand loyalty in the Vietnamese neer industry.pdfHanaTiti 



Nâng cao năng lực cạnh tranh của các Ngân hàng liên doanh tại Việt Nam.pdf
Nâng cao năng lực cạnh tranh của các Ngân hàng liên doanh tại Việt Nam.pdfHanaTiti 



Sử dụng hằng số giải bài toán cực trị.pdf
Sử dụng hằng số giải bài toán cực trị.pdfHanaTiti 



Phát triển hoạt động môi giới chứng khoán của CTCP Alpha.pdf
Phát triển hoạt động môi giới chứng khoán của CTCP Alpha.pdfHanaTiti 



The current situation of English language teaching in the light of CLT to the...
The current situation of English language teaching in the light of CLT to the...HanaTiti 



Quản lý chi ngân sách nhà nước tại Kho bạc nhà nước Ba Vì.pdf
Quản lý chi ngân sách nhà nước tại Kho bạc nhà nước Ba Vì.pdfHanaTiti 



Đánh giá chất lượng truyền tin multicast trên tầng ứng dụng.pdf
Đánh giá chất lượng truyền tin multicast trên tầng ứng dụng.pdfHanaTiti 



Quản lý các trường THCS trên địa bàn huyện Thanh Sơn, tỉnh Phú Thọ theo hướng...
Quản lý các trường THCS trên địa bàn huyện Thanh Sơn, tỉnh Phú Thọ theo hướng...HanaTiti 



Nghiên cứu và đề xuất mô hình nuôi tôm bền vững vùng ven biển huyện Thái Thụy...
Nghiên cứu và đề xuất mô hình nuôi tôm bền vững vùng ven biển huyện Thái Thụy...HanaTiti 



PHÁT TRIỂN DOANH NGHIỆP THƯƠNG MẠI NHỎ VÀ VỪA TRÊN ĐỊA BÀN TỈNH HÀ TĨNH.pdf
PHÁT TRIỂN DOANH NGHIỆP THƯƠNG MẠI NHỎ VÀ VỪA TRÊN ĐỊA BÀN TỈNH HÀ TĨNH.pdfHanaTiti 



ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND REAL GDP IN ASEAN.pdf
ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND REAL GDP IN ASEAN.pdfHanaTiti 



The relationship between financial development and household welfare - case s...
The relationship between financial development and household welfare - case s...HanaTiti 





More from HanaTiti (20)
TRUYỀN THÔNG TRONG CÁC SỰ KIỆN NGHỆ THUẬT Ở VIỆT NAM NĂM 2012.pdf
TRUYỀN THÔNG TRONG CÁC SỰ KIỆN NGHỆ THUẬT Ở VIỆT NAM NĂM 2012.pdf 


IMPACTS OF FINANCIAL DEPTH AND DOMESTIC CREDIT ON ECONOMIC GROWTH - THE CASES...
IMPACTS OF FINANCIAL DEPTH AND DOMESTIC CREDIT ON ECONOMIC GROWTH - THE CASES... 


THE LINKAGE BETWEEN CORRUPTION AND CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSION - EVIDENCE FROM AS...
THE LINKAGE BETWEEN CORRUPTION AND CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSION - EVIDENCE FROM AS... 


Phát triển dịch vụ Ngân hàng bán lẻ tại Ngân hàng thương mại cổ phần xuất nhậ...
Phát triển dịch vụ Ngân hàng bán lẻ tại Ngân hàng thương mại cổ phần xuất nhậ... 
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	5. iii
ABSTRACT
This research was  conducted to investigate the effect of matching exercises on
grade 10 students’ vocabulary improvements. Two grade 10th
classes majoring in
natural sciences were selected and divided into control and experimental groups.
This is a quasi-experimental study which aimed at establishing the positive impacts
of matching exercises on students’ vocabulary improvements in comparison with
the conventional teaching and learning of vocabulary at most high schools in Ninh
Binh at present. In this experimental study, 43 grade 10 students applied matching
exercises for a period of 4 months in school year 2014-2015 while 43 other students
belonging to the control group followed the conventional teaching and learning. The
subjects’ vocabulary gains were measured by a vocabulary test on lexical aspects
such as word meaning, vocabulary recognition and production in different contexts.
Both pretest and posttest were administered in chronologic order, before and after
the experimental program. T-test which was employed to make a comparison
between pretest and posttest scores gained by two groups demonstrated that the
experimental group had made more improvements in the English vocabulary than
the control group. Moreover, the participants’ responses to the questionnaire also
showed that most students who used matching exercises regularly found them very
effective. This result supported the empirical findings mentioned above and
reemphasized the outstanding benefits of matching exercises to the learning and
teaching L2 vocabulary at high schools in the future.
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PART A. INTRODUCTION
1.  Rationale
Vocabulary knowledge has an important role in almost all areas of language
learning. According to Nation (2001), “vocabulary learning is not a goal in itself; it
is done to help learners listen, speak, read, or write more effectively” (p.362).
Therefore, learning a language depends on learning its vocabulary. Stoller and
Grabe (1993) stated that development of vocabulary knowledge is highly necessary
for both native and nonnative speakers. Hulstijn et al. (2005) believed that “If one
does not know the meaning of the words occurring in a text, understanding is
severely hampered” (p.54). Hence, learners should pay attention to the words as a
part of a message and individual words as well (Nation, 2001). Reality shows that
many students have fairly good knowledge of grammar but are hardly able to
express themselves properly because of their vocabulary deficiency. Vocabulary
learning, therefore, becomes the central to language acquisition and interest in its
role in second language learning has grown rapidly in recent years. Scholars and
teachers now emphasize the need of systematic and principled approach to
vocabulary by both the teacher and the learner (Decarrico, 2001; Nation, 1990). One
of the concerns in vocabulary is how to help students acquire their English
vocabulary.
However, at senior secondary schools, the teaching and learning of English
language in general, English vocabulary in particular are still far from satisfaction
as students’ final results in most English examinations remain unchanged at low
levels. In fact, most secondary school students have not paid enough attention to
vocabulary learning as they mainly receive basic lessons of grammar together with
four skills from their teachers and textbooks. Many grade 10 students’ English
vocabulary is still limited even though they have learned English for four years at
the lower secondary school. It is their limited vocabulary that explains their poor
performance in using English and in their test performance.
It is common knowledge that there are various techniques of learning
vocabulary, mastering and using it in different contexts and one of the effective
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techniques to help  students to reinforce vocabulary is giving them appropriate
vocabulary exercises, namely, matching exercises. This type of vocabulary
exercises typically consists of two sets of items to be matched with each other for a
specified attribute. With the hope of helping the 10th
form students to learn
vocabulary better, since then develop their English competence, I have decided to
conduct this quasi-experimental research on the topic given, namely “An
Investigation into the Effect of Matching Exercises on the 10th
form students’
Vocabulary Improvements at Dinh Tien Hoang High School in Ninh Binh City.”
2. Aims and Objectives of the Study
The main aim of this study is to experiment matching exercises in helping
grade 10 students acquire their English vocabulary.
The main objectives of the study are set as follows:
 To conduct a research on matching exercises’ effects on grade 10 students’
English vocabulary improvements.
 To investigate the students’ attitudes towards matching exercises, i.e. how
effective they think doing matching exercises is towards their English
vocabulary learning.
 To propose some suggestions to help the 10th
form students learn English
vocabulary better.
3. Research Questions
In order to achieve the aims and objectives, the study addressed the two
following research questions:
(1) What effect do matching exercises have on students’ English vocabulary
improvements?
(2) What are the students’ attitudes towards matching exercises after the
research period?
4. Scope of the Study
The experiment was conducted to examine the impact of one type of
vocabulary exercises, i.e., matching exercises on students’ vocabulary
improvements. The sample was a small group of grade 10 students who were non-
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randomly assigned to  a control class and an experimental class.
5. Method of the Study
Because the purpose of the study is to test out the impact of matching
exercises on students’ vocabulary improvements, a quasi-experiment with a pre-test
and post-test design was selected in this study. In addition, a post-experiment
questionnaire was also used as the supplementary instrument to elicit the students’
evaluative attitudes towards matching exercises after the research period.
6. Significance of the Study
Despite these limitations, the researcher strongly believes that the research is
successful to some extent. Though this is just a small-scaled study on the issue, it
may provide some helpful suggestions for high school teachers of English in
teaching English vocabulary in general and in helping students acquire English
vocabulary in particular. If learning English is in comparison with building a house,
vocabulary is considered as good bricks. Hence, we ourselves have to pick up new
words and structures everyday to perform smoothly and confidently. Similarly,
source of language is like a pocket. Therefore, we are needed to pick up assiduously
vocabulary to put into our pocket until we feel that it is full enough. However, for
further studies, maybe there should be some research in a longer period of time and
on a larger scale. Besides, matching exercises can be used to teach grammatical
structures and other language skills.
7. Design of the Study
This study is organized in three parts.
Part A: Introduction presents the rationale for the research topic which is followed
by aims, research questions, scope, methods and significance of the study.
Part B: Development consists of four chapters.
 Chapter 1: Literature review focuses on theoretical background to teaching
and learning vocabulary in a second language including vocabulary’s
definition, its role in second language learning, the vocabulary techniques,
vocabulary exercises and the relationship between matching exercises and
vocabulary improvements.
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 Chapter 2:  Methodology includes the subjects of the study, design of
matching exercises, instruments of the study as well as the procedure
employed to carry out the research.
 Chapter 3: Findings and discussion describe detailed analyses of the data
collected and discussion.
 Chapter 4: Recommendations mention some suggestions for students’
English vocabulary improvements.
Part C: Conclusion discusses the major findings and limitations of the research and
suggests further studies.
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PART B. DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER  1: LITERATURE REVIEW
1.1. What is vocabulary?
Up to now there have been many definitions of vocabulary. Some linguists
define it on the basis of semantic criterion while others refer to it basing on the
phonological or potential one. According to Michael Lewis,
“Vocabulary may be individual words, or full sentences – institutionalized
utterances – that convey fixed social or pragmatic meaning within a given
community.”
(1993:89)
In Parmer’s opinion, “The semantic unit may be a sequence of several words
(1983:37). For example, “look up” is a phrasal verb consisting of two words. But
the meaning of “look up” can only be understood in the entire phrase, not by
analyzing its simple parts.
Ur. (1996) defines vocabulary as the words we teach in the foreign language. The
author also emphasizes that a new item of vocabulary may be more than a single
word; for example, post office and mother-in law, which are made up of two or
three words but express a single idea. There are also multi-word idioms such as call
it a day, where the meaning of the phrase cannot be deduced from an analysis of the
component words. Therefore, a useful convention is to cover all such cases by
talking about vocabulary “lexical items” rather than “words”.
From a pedagogical perspective, Ur’s (1996) definition of vocabulary is easy to
understand. However, the definition also suggests that it is not easy to define what a
word is.
1.2. The role of vocabulary learning in second language
1.2.1. The role of vocabulary learning
Learning vocabulary plays an important role in language learning because as
Gass (1999) believes “learning a second language means learning its vocabulary”
(p.325). Folse (2004) notes that vocabulary is necessary for language learning and
both research and experience are well aware of this view. Hunt and Beglar (2005)
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assert that “the  heart of language comprehension and use is the lexicon” (p.24). “No
matter how well the student learns grammar, no matter how successfully the sounds
of L2 are mastered, without words to express a wide range of meanings,
communication in an L2 just cannot happen in any meaningful way” (McCarthy
1990, as cited in Al-Hadlaq, 2003, p. 60). Therefore, learning vocabulary is
fundamental for language learning.
If language structures make up the skeleton of a language, vocabulary
provides vital organs and the flesh, so, vocabulary plays a very essential role in any
language. Concerning the significance of vocabulary, Wilkin states:
“Vocabulary is one of the three dimensions of a language (phonetics, grammar,
vocabulary). Without grammar, very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary
nothing can be conveyed”.
(1972:110)
Wallace also points out that:
“Failure to find the words one needs to express himself is the most frustrating
experience in speaking another language”.
(1982)
Thus, for the success of learning a language, it is very essential for learners
to master its vocabulary.
1.2.2. Incidental and Intentional Vocabulary Learning
As Schmitt (2008) mentions there are two types of vocabulary learning
including incidental and intentional vocabulary learning.
Incidental vocabulary learning refers to acquisition of a word when there is
no conscious intention (Hulstijn, 2011), whereas the intentional vocabulary learning
refers to “a deliberate attempt to commit factual information to memory” (Hulstijn,
2011, p.1). Read (2004) believes that in terms of vocabulary learning, both
incidental and direct vocabulary learning are necessary. In addition, Hulstijn et al
(1996) state that learners cannot learn the words solely by intentional vocabulary
activities and words must be “picked up” through listening and reading activities.
Furthermore, Hunt and Beglar (2005) believe that combining explicit and implicit
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vocabulary learning will  be beneficial in terms of improving lexical knowledge in
EFL contexts. Hence, vocabulary learning programs need to integrate both
intentional and incidental vocabulary learning (Schmitt, 2008). Nation (2001)
supports this point, and he claims that both incidental and intentional vocabulary
learning are necessary in order to develop different language skills. Based on
Schmitt’s claim, Yali (2010) pointed out that a combination of incidental learning
(reading text) and intentional vocabulary learning (specific explicit vocabulary
exercises) resulted in better retention, and greater depth of vocabulary knowledge
than the incidental vocabulary learning alone.
Schmitt (2008) added that “the more a learner engages with a new word, the
more likely they are to learn it” (p.338). Taken together, more exposure of learners
with new words through both intentional and incidental vocabulary learning will
enhance vocabulary learning and will result in better vocabulary retention.
1.3. Vocabulary Teaching Techniques
There are numerous techniques concerned with vocabulary presentation.
However, there are a few things that have to be remembered irrespective of the way
new lexical items are presented. If teachers want students to remember new
vocabulary, it needs to be learnt in context, practised, and then revised to prevent
students from forgetting. Teachers must make sure students have understood the
new words, which will be remembered better if introduced in a “memorable way”
(Hubbard, et. al. 1983: 50). Bearing all this in mind, teachers have to remember to
employ a variety of techniques for new vocabulary presentation and revision.
Gairns and Redman (1986) suggest the following types of vocabulary
presentation techniques:
(i) Visual techniques
According to Zebrowska (1999), visual techniques pertain to visual memory,
which is considered especially helpful with vocabulary retention. Learners
remember better the material that has been presented by means of visual aids such
as flashcards, photographs, blackboard drawings, wall charts and relia (i.e. objects
themselves) can stimulate students to speak the language and memorize vocabulary
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for a longer  time. In addition to visual aids, students can benefit from
communicative activities since they help to provide the situation which light up the
meaning of the utterances used. Besides, mime and gesture are often used to
supplement other ways of conveying meaning. Teachers can make use of the
blackboard and gesture to reinforce the concept. For example, make the typical
gesture with your hands as you say "Stand up", "come here", or "sit down"; mime
writing as you say " Write the answers", or mime distributing things as you say,
"Please give out these photocopies".
(ii) Verbal explanation
This pertains to the use of illustrative situations, synonyms, opposites, scales
(Gairns and Redman, 1986: 74), definition (Nation, 1990: 58) and categories (Allen
and Valette, 1972: 116).
- Use of illustrative situations (oral or written): To ensure that students
understand, teachers often make use of more than one situation or context to
check that learners have grasped the concept.
Ex: “Tom and Jerry”, “Lion king” and “Doremon” are all cartoon films (to
illustrate the meaning of “cartoon film”), (Unit 13 - English 10)
- Use of synonym and definition: Teachers often use synonymy, where inevitably
they have to compromise and restrict the length and complexity of their
explanations. Besides, definition alone is often inadequate as a means of
conveying meaning, and clearly contextualized examples are generally required
to clarify the limits of the item.
Ex: contented (adj) = happy and satisfied (Unit 1- English 10)
appropriate (adj) = suitable (Unit 5 – English 10)
orphanage {n}: a place where children without parents live
- Contrasts and opposites: As with synonymy, this is a technique which students
themselves use, often asking "What's the opposite...?"
- Examples of the type: To illustrate the meaning of super ordinates such as
'furniture', 'vegetables', 'meat' and 'transport', it is a common procedure to
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exemplify them e.g.  table, chair, bed and sofa are all furniture. Some of these
can, of course, also be dealt with through visual aids.
(iii) Use of dictionaries
Using a dictionary is another technique of finding out meanings of unfamiliar
words and expressions. Students can make use of a variety of dictionaries: bilingual,
monolingual, pictorial, thesauri, and the like. (Thornbury, however, disapproves
overusing bilingual dictionaries as they can lead the student to misusing words- they
oversimplify meaning and often do not offer notes on their usages).
1.4. Vocabulary activities and exercises
Exercise has a beneficial effect on vocabulary learning. Exercise is one
means of intentional vocabulary learning. Dunmore (1989) highlighted the need for
exercise types in vocabulary learning and emphasized the importance of context in
understanding the meaning of unknown words. In another study, Paribakht and
Wesche (1994) pointed out the importance of using exercises in vocabulary
learning. They reported that text-based vocabulary exercises and activities will be
more effective and efficient than the reading only the text on vocabulary learning.
Moreover, Llach (2009) emphasizes the effect of vocabulary exercisers in
promoting vocabulary knowledge. The vocabulary enhancement tasks and activities
draw learners’ attention to a particular word and enable them to understand the
meaning and function of the word and result in vocabulary learning (Min & Hsu,
2008). Hence, using different exercises is essential and beneficial for vocabulary
learning and retention.
Chastain (1988) believes that new information should be related to old
information in order to be retrieved. Thornburg (2002, as cited in Cevik, 2007)
states that in order to connect new knowledge (new words in context) to existing
knowledge, it should be supported with the exercises. Amiryousefie and Kassaian
(2010) assert that exercises direct learners to specific vocabulary items and help
them understand the meaning of these words through different tasks. Moreover,
Nation (1990, as cited in Cevik, 2007) states that “in order to remember a word, it
needs to be encountered 5 to 16 times in activities or texts” (p. 2). Hence, if
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vocabulary items are  repeated in different exercises and activities, learners’
vocabulary knowledge will be enhanced to a great degree. Therefore, different
exercises and activities will be beneficial in this way.
Nation (2001) recommends the following exercises for vocabulary learning.
These exercises are believed to help the students acquire all aspects of vocabulary
learning: meaning, form, and use.
(i) Meaning
Word and meaning matching
Labeling
Sentence completion
Gap-filling
Crossword puzzles
Semantic analysis
Completing lexical sets
(ii) Form
Following spelling rules
Recognizing word parts
Building word family tables
(iii) Use
Sentence completion
Collocation matching
Collocation tables
Gap-filling
Interpreting dictionary entries
1.5. Criteria of a good vocabulary exercise
From Nation’s point of view (2001), a good vocabulary exercise:
(i) focuses on useful words, preferably high frequency words that have already
been met before;
(ii) focuses on a useful aspect of learning burden. It has a useful learning goal;
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(iii) gets learners  to meet or use the word in the ways that establish new mental
connections for the word. It sets up useful learning conditions involving
generative use;
(iv) involves the learners in actively searching for and evaluating target words
in the exercise;
(v) does not bring related unknown or partly known words together. It avoids
interference.
He also suggests that it is necessary to get students’ repeated attention to
vocabulary. This can be achieved by giving students opportunities to meet the
learned words closely, preferably within a few days, so that too much forgetting
does not occur. Later meetings of the words can be widely spaced with several
weeks between each meeting. The following section reviews the usefulness of one
type of vocabulary exercises – a matching exercise.
1.6. Matching exercises and students’ vocabulary improvements
One big question about vocabulary is what kind of exercises is best for
practicing vocabulary. The common belief is that teachers need to use a great
variety of vocabulary exercises. Given the aim and scope of the study, what follows
is just a discussion of one type of vocabulary exercises – matching exercise.
According to Pearson Education (1995 – 2010),
“Matching exercise presents a student with three things: (a) directions for
matching, (b) a list of premises, and (c) a list of responses. The student's task is
to match each premise with one of the responses, using the criteria described in
the directions as a basis for matching”
Premises: The initial column that contains numerically labeled terms,
propositions, etc. A blank space is provided before each of the premises so that test
takers can have a place to insert their answer.
Responses: The second column that contains alphabetically labeled terms,
pictures, or other response options.
According to Ben Clay (2001),
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“Matching questions provide  a most efficient way to test knowledge in courses
in which events, dates, names, and places are important. Matching questions are
also appropriate for the sciences in which numerous experiments,
experimenters, results, and special terms and definitions have to be
remembered”
Improvement is the process of a thing moving from one state to a state
considered to be better, usually through some action intended to bring about that
better state. The concept of improvement is important to governments and
businesses, as well as to individuals.
A simple matching item consists of two columns: one column of stems or
problems to be answered, and another column of responses from which the answers
are to be chosen. Traditionally, the column of stems is placed on the left and the
column of responses is placed on the right. An example is given below.
Directions: On the line next to each children’s book in Column A print the letter of
the animal or insect in Column B that is a main character in that book. Each animal
or insect in Column B can be used only once.
Column A Column B
____1. Charlotte’s Web A. Bear
____2. Winnie the Pooh B. Chimpanzee
____3. Black Beauty C. Cricket
____4. Tarzan D. Deer
____5. Pinocchio E. Horse
____6. Bambi F. Pig
The student reads a stem (Column A) and finds the correct response from
among those in Column B. The student then prints the letter of the correct response
in the blank beside the stem in Column A. An alternative is to have the student draw
a line from the correct response to the stem, but this is more time consuming to
score.
In the above example notice that the stems in Column A are assigned
numbers (1, 2, 3, etc.). The items in Column B are designated by capital letters.
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Capital letters are  used rather than lower case letters in case some students have
reading problems. Also there are apt to be fewer problems in scoring the student’s
handwritten responses if capital letters are used.
Also in the above example, the student only has to know five of the six
answers to get them all correct. Since each animal in Column B can be used only
once, the one remaining after the five known answers have been recorded is the
answer for the sixth premise. One way to reduce the possibility of guessing correct
answers is to list a larger number of responses than premises.
Matching exercises are an excellent way to reinforce vocabulary, and allow
the student to encounter the vocabulary in a variety of contexts. The exercises can
be worked on individually or in pairs in class, or can be assigned as homework to be
quickly reviewed in class the next day. It’s the effectiveness of matching exercises
that many different types of matching exercise appear in most parts of all units in
the ten-year new English 10 including vocabulary, grammar, reading, listening…, in
which mainly focusing on vocabulary part.
Good matching items can easily be converted to multiple-choice items. The
premises and responses should be homogeneous. Matching questions are quite easy
to write and to score. Matching exercises are a space-saving, objective, compact
method to assess learning targets. They can be developed to use with pictures,
maps, graphs, etc.
In order to achieve the best result of matching exercises to improve
vocabulary, students should follow some tips:
(i) Read all the items to be matched first so you know all the possibilities
before answering anything (Mundsack, Deese, & Deese, 2003, p.103).
(ii) Start with the first item on the left and find the item on the right that it
matches by reading the choices one at a time until you find the one that is
the best match (Mundsack, et al., 2003, p.103).
(iii) Anytime you are not sure of the best match, skip the question and move on
to the next one. You can come back to it when there are fewer choices left
(Learning Express, 2007, p.93).
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(iv) Fill in  the answers only for the questions that you are sure of. This will
reduce the number of possible answers for the more difficult matches.
(v) If you find two matches and aren’t sure which is the better choice, write the
letters of both choices down beside the term and return to them later. You
will probably find it easier to choose the right one later when there are fewer
matches to complete (Learning Express, 2007, p.93).
(vi) Look for key words.
(vii) Always write your letters clearly so the instructor can read them.
(viii)If you must guess after following all of the steps above, begin by reading
all of the options that are left and think carefully about each one. Guessing
is not a very good strategy on matching questions, but it is better than
leaving them unanswered.
There are five types of matching vocabulary exercises that are useful in
enhancing students’ retention of words and learning how to use words appropriately
according to Ben Clay (2001): terms with definitions, phrases with other phrases,
causes with effects, parts with larger units and problems with solutions.
Chris Joyce (2006) also suggested some types of matching exercises
including terms, pictures or symbols with definitions or descriptions, phrases, cause
and effect, problems and solutions.
(i) Terms, words or phrases with definitions
In this type of exercise, the learners have to match each word with a
definition. They should read the definitions carefully, start with the words they
know and make sure they match the word with the right definition.
For example: On the line next to the words/ phrases in column A, place the letter of
the definition in column B. Answers in Column B can be used only once.
A B
1. chore
a. the member of a family who earns the money that the
family needs
2. homemaker b. divide
3. breadwinner c. the act of washing the dishes after a meal
4. groceries d. an action that requires physical strength
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5. split e.  a person who manages the home and often raises
6. laundry f. a routine task, especially a household one
7. heavy lifting g. clothes washing
8. washing-up h. food and other goods sold at a shop or a supermarket
9. equally shared
parenting
i. to care for and protect somebody / something while they
are growing and developing
10.nurture j. sharing housework and childcare evenly
(ii) Phrases with other phrases
For example: On the line next to each verb in Column A, place the letter of phrases
in Column B to make new phrases. Answers in Column B can be used only once.
A B
1. do a. a hand
2. take out b. up of
3. kick c. a visit
4. make d. household chores
5. pay e. rubbish
6. give f. touch with
7. pay g. of cake
8. take h. attention to
9. piece i. a habit
10.lose j. it easy
(iii) Causes with effects
For example: On the line next to the causes in column A, place the letter of the
effect in column B. Answers in column B can be used only once.
A B
1. Nancy loved to read a. She joined the book club
2. Jim took the lid off of the hot pan b. He burned his hand
3. Sarah picked up broken glass c. She cut her finger
4. A stranger came to the door d. The dog started barking loudly
5. Shirley forgot to fill up with gas e. She ran out of gas
6. Maria ran outside without wearing
shoes
f. She cut her foot
7. Electricity went out g. The house was dark
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8. The fire  alarm sounded
h. Every one walked out of the
classroom in a quiet line
9. Kyle mowed and raked the grass i. The yard looked nice
10.Mom made lemonade
j. The kids could have something to
drink
(iv) Pictures with their definition
For example: On the line next to the pictures in column A, place the letter of the
name of subjects in column B. Answers in column B can be used only once.
1.
a. History
2.
b. Literature
3.
c. Chemistry
1.7. Summary
This chapter reviews the literature on the role of vocabulary in second
language learning and different types of vocabulary exercises and activities to be
suggested in the literature with a focus on matching exercises. The chapter, thus,
reviews the benefits of matching vocabulary exercises as well as how these
exercises can be used in the classroom. Next chapter, Chapter II, will describe the
study including the context and the design of the study.
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CHAPTER 2: METHODOLOGY
2.1.  Data collection
The tests (pretest and post-test) (Appendix I and II) and the survey
questionnaire (Appendix III) are two instruments which were employed to collect
data in this study. The tests were used to measure the effect of matching exercises
on the 10th
form students’ English vocabulary improvements and retention. The
survey questionnaire which was administered by the end of the experiment was
used to find out the students’ attitudes towards matching exercises and effect of
these exercises.
2.1.1. Pretest and Posttest
To select the appropriate words for this study and in order to ensure that the
selected words were unknown to the participants, the words were selected from the
seven-year-system English 10 and ten-year-system new English 10 by Vietnamese
Educational Publishing House.
The test was divided into 4 parts with 40 matching sentences. Each part was
followed by one type of matching exercise. In the first part, students were required
to match the terms/ words with definitions. In the second part of the test, test-takers
were asked to do the Cause and effect exercise dealing with reasons and results. Part
3 involved Pictures with words. Students must draw from their knowledge of the
related pictures in order to match with appropriate words. The last part of the test
required them to do the Phrases with other phrases exercise. In this part, students
were obliged to match 2 phrases with each other to make a meaningful new phrase.
Before the experiment, the pretest was given to both groups at the same time on the
same day.
Each correct answer was rated one point, each score was the total number of
correct answer and the maximum score that a student was able to get would be 40.
The time allowance for each test was 30 minutes excluding the time of delivering
the test paper.
After the experimental period, the posttest, the version of the pretest in which
some changes were made to avoid the similarity in the question order of both tests,
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was used again  to measure the two groups’ English vocabulary gains for four
months. The steps of administering the posttest were the same as the pretest. As for
the experimental group, the posttest scores were also employed to evaluate the
effect of the matching exercises on their English vocabulary improvements.
2.1.2. Survey questionnaire
Nigel Mathers, Nick Fox and Amanda Hunn defined:
“Questionnaires are a very convenient way of collecting useful comparable data
from a large number of individuals. However questionnaires can only produce
valid and meaningful results if the questions are clear and precise and if they
are asked consistently across all respondents. Careful consideration therefore
needs to be given to the design of the questionnaire.”
(2009)
Questionnaires are often used as methods of scientific research and surveys,
especially in education and social sciences.
In fact, according to McDonough, J. & McDonough, S. (1997), questionnaires have
several advantages as follows:
- Questionnaire does not take time to prepare and administer,
- The collected data are standard and accurate since the same questionnaire is
given to all the subjects at the same time,
- Questionnaire can be easily qualified as multiple choice questions are used
(Selinger & Shohany (1989).
In this study, a written questionnaire was administered to all the students of
the experimental group at the same time. 10 multiple choice questions were
carefully designed for students who used matching exercises for their vocabulary
improvements to draw their evaluative opinions of matching exercises after the
experiment. All the written questions were related to students’ feedback and attitude
to the effect of matching exercises on their English vocabulary improvements. In
the questionnaire, the students were asked to give their ideas to all the questions in
three ways. If they agreed with the statement, they would mark in the Agree-column
with a tick, if they disagreed, they would mark in the Disagree-column with a tick.
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In case, they  did not know or had no idea about the issue mentioned, they would put
a tick in the No opinion-column. The questionnaire was written in both English and
Vietnamese to assure that respondents did not have any language problems in
understanding every statement item.
The data collected from the questionnaire were then analyzed in detail in the
following sections. The result of the questionnaire would help the researcher draw
out supplemental statements on the issue discussed.
2.2. Subjects of the study
In the study, there were 86 students from two non-major English classes
consisting of 43 students for each one. All of the students were majored in natural
sciences. They have been learning English since they were at grade 3. However,
most of them were not really motivated in learning English and they didn’t intend to
take English as one of the subjects in their entrance exam, their English knowledge
was just at the average level, some were even bad at English. The two classes
studied the same textbook of English 10 with three periods a week. As can be seen,
the textbook is theme-based, including 16 units and 6 tests yourself for students to
check their own knowledge. Each unit corresponds with a topic and consists of 5
parts (Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, and Language Focus). There is no
separate part for Vocabulary. Vocabulary is indirectly taught and learnt (i.e.,
learning vocabulary as a by-product of doing other things such as reading or
listening, etc.). It is taught integratedly with skills such as reading, speaking,
listening, and writing.
2.3. Rationale for using a Quasi-experimental method
This study was aimed at exploring the relationship between matching
exercises and grade 10 students’ improvements of their English vocabulary. Two
types of variables were identified for the study: the dependent variable and the
independent variable. The former in this study was the students’ scores in their
vocabulary tests whereas the latter was matching exercises.
Despite the advantage of the experimental method in the study which sets out
to investigate the correlation between the intervention and its outcome, it is not
 


	30. 20
always feasible to  carry out a true experiment. This is because of the impossibility
of randomly assigning subjects to experimental and the control groups in many
educational contexts. Instead, a quasi-experiment is employed with the subjects for
both the experimental group and the control group being the intact groups of
students. As this study was conducted on the students in 2 classes, a quasi-
experimental method was naturally chosen.
2.4. Designing and applying matching exercises on the experimental group
Matching exercises provide students with a fun, engaging way to learn. Not
only does it give students an opportunity to learn object/word definitions, but it also
challenges them logically. They also provide a way for learners to connect a word,
sentence or phrase in one column to a corresponding word, sentence or phrase in a
second column. They typically consist of two columns, one of which contains
premises (or the things you are asking about) and the other of which contains
responses (or the things that they're picking from). The items in the first column are
called premises and the answers in the second column are the responses. The
convention is for learners to match the premise on the left with a given response on
the right. By convention, the items in Column A are numbered and the items in
Column B are labeled with capital letters. Those columns typically look something
like this:
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The ability to  identify the relationship between two things and sufficient
number of homogenous premises and responses can be obtained, a matching
exercise seems most appropriate. It is compact and efficient method of measuring
such simple knowledge outcomes.
According to Ben Clay (2001), there are some suggestions for designing a
good matching exercise including:
(i) Review your teaching objectives to make sure that a matching component is
appropriate.
(ii) Keep matching items brief, limiting the list of stimuli to 10 - 15.
(iii) When possible, reduce the amount of reading time by including only short
phrases or single words in the response list.
(iv) Use the more involved expressions in the stem and keep the responses short
and simple.
(v) Arrange the list of responses in some systematic order if possible
(chronological, alphabetical).
(vi) Make sure that there are never multiple correct responses for one stem
(although a response may be used as the correct answer for more than one
stem).
(vii)Avoid breaking a set of items (stems and responses) over two pages.
(Students go nuts flipping pages.)
All of matching exercises were carefully chosen and designed to ensure that
they were appropriate to students’ English level and they contained the vocabulary
taught during the experimental period.
2.5. Procedures
The study was conducted over a period of 4 months, beginning from October
2014 and finishing by January 2015 at Dinh Tien Hoang (DTH) high school, Ninh
Binh City. The procedures of the study involved the chronological steps as follows:
(i) Study the literature review underlying the study before carrying out the
research;
(ii) Establish the methodological framework for the study;
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(iii) Design and  administer the pretest to both groups (experimental and
control groups);
(iv) Identify any difference in the pretest scores between the two groups;
(v) Apply the matching exercises on the experimental group;
(vi) Design and administer the posttest (version of the pretest) to both groups;
(vii) Analyze both groups’ posttest scores to establish the difference in
vocabulary improvements between the two groups after four months;
(viii) Deliver the questionnaire to the experimental group to get their ideas
about matching exercises;
(ix) Collect and analyze all the data for the results of study;
(x) Discuss the findings and draw out the conclusions and suggestions for the
applying of matching exercises.
The procedure of how this quasi-experimental study was conducted was
presented in detail as follows:
Every experimental student was given a worksheet of matching exercises
which they had to finish at home in a two-week period. In that worksheet, the
researcher designed various types of matching carefully to make students feel
interested in doing them. Each worksheet consisted of 40 matching sentences,
mainly collected from the seven-year-system English 10 and the ten-year-system
new English 10 by Vietnamese Educational Publishing House to test students’
vocabulary knowledge. In class, either at the beginning or at the end of the lesson,
the researcher asked the students to submit their worksheets for some feedback and
comments which were made at home by the researcher. On regular basis, students
received the researcher’s comments and feedback which mainly focused on the
techniques rather on the meaning.
2.6. Summary
This chapter presents the data collection, data analysis, subject and the
design of the study. The research procedures are also presented. Next chapter
presents the findings and the discussion of the study.
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CHAPTER 3: FINDINGS  AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Findings
3.1.1. The effect of matching exercises on students’ vocabulary improvements
The following table summarizes some significant descriptive statistics of the
results achieved by both groups in the pretest and posttest. This section could help
readers find out the satisfactory answer to the first research question of the study.
Descriptive
statistics
Experimental Group (N=43) Control Group (N=43)
Pretest Posttest Pretest Posttest
Means 19.93 24.19 20.42 22.0
Mode 19 25 21 22
Median 20 25 21 22
Low 15 19 15 16
High 24 28 24 26
Range 9 9 9 10
Standard deviation 1.97 1.74 2.07 1.98
Table 3.1: Descriptive statistics for the pretest and posttest of the experimental and
control groups
As can be seen in the table, before the experiment, the students in the control
group outperformed themselves in the pretest with higher mean (20.42 compared to
19.93). It means that there was a small difference (0.49) between the control and
experimental groups prior to the inception of the four-month experimental period.
The pretest scores in both groups ranged the same from 15 (the lowest score) to 24
(the highest score). Since both groups were in the same size, this inhomogeneity
would have little influence on the results. With regard to the means, the modes and
the medians for the posttest scores in both groups, they were observed to be really
greater than those of the pretest scores. It was proved that both groups generally
made some remarkable improvements after the four-month experiment. As
compared to the control group’s posttest score, it could be assumed that the
experimental group made greater improvements (24.19 compared to 22.00). The
Tải bản FULL (60 trang): https://bit.ly/41P49Kr
Dự phòng: fb.com/TaiHo123doc.net
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figure below presents  the overview of the means scores gained by both groups in
the pretest and posttest.
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Figure 3.1: The differences between the means scores on the paired pretests and
the paired posttests
In order to examine what group really outperformed in their post-test, further
statistical calculations need to be considered. The following section describes the
mean gains made by the experimental and control groups after the experiment.
3.1.2. Comparison of both groups’ vocabulary gains after the experiment
The following table presents the means, the standard deviation, the t value,
the degree of freedom and the critical values, which were calculated to establish the
differences in the gains between the pretests and posttests performed by the
experimental and control groups. Here, the t-test was used again to compare the
means gains made by both groups to see if the treatment might have been associated
with any difference in vocabulary improvements.
Number Mean SD t df tcrit
Experimental group 43 4.26 0.76 2.018 42 1.681
Control group 43 1.58 0.63
*p< 0.05
Table 3.2: Means gains of the experimental and control groups after the experiment.
Tải bản FULL (60 trang): https://bit.ly/41P49Kr
Dự phòng: fb.com/TaiHo123doc.net
 


	35. 25
As can be  seen in table 3.2, the means gain of the experimental group was
greater than that of the control group (4.26 compared to 1.58). However, the gains
made by the control group were more homogeneous than those of the experimental
group since its standard deviation value is shown to be lower (0.76 compared to
0.63). The alpha level of 0.05 (p<0.05) was set for the t-test. With the degree of
freedom is 42, the critical value is 1.681, which was lower than the obtained t value
2.018. The difference between the means gains made by the two groups proved to
be significant. Now readers can safely come to the conclusion that the means
difference of 2.68 between the experimental group’s gain and the control group’s
gain was not due to the chance alone. In other words, the higher means gain by the
experimental group must be the result of the experimental treatment. To be more
convenient, the whole comparison between the two groups’ gains after the
experimental period was illustrated in Figure 3.2 below. The gain of each group was
calculated by subtracting the pretest score from the posttest score.
As can be seen in figure 3.2, the gain values achieved by the control group
ranged from 1 to 3 while the gain values obtained by the experimental group ranged
from 3 to 6. In terms of individual students’ gain values, 40 of 43 students in the
control group reached the two gain values 1 and 2, i.e., 21 of 43 students gained the
value 1 and 19 students gained the value 2. Only 3 of them reached the value 3, the
maximum value. In comparison with the gain values made by the control group, the
experimental group achieved the higher gain values ranged from 3 to 6.
Specifically, 3 of 43 participants got ahead of all the students in the class to obtain
the value 6, the maximum gain.
0
5
10
15
20
25
1 2 3 4 5 6
Number of
students
Students' gains
Control Group
Experimental Group
Figure 3.2: Differences in gain values obtained by both groups after the experiment
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