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1. Have a Unique Domain Name To Create a Brand
2
It is advisable to have unique, undeﬁned domain names for websites, as observed in case of
big brands like Quicksprout and Backlinko.
2. Country TLD Extension
Country TLD extension (.in, co.uk), is useful if you want to rank higher in a speciﬁc country, as it
helps you to boost your local search ranking, but it limits the global ranking of your site.
3. Stick To Either www or non-www Domain
It is important to be consistent on search engines. Thus, it is essential that you pick www or non
www version and 301 redirect the other one.
4. Use Semantic Markup To Improve Ranking
Semantic markup helps you to tell search engine robots what your content is all about, thereby
making it easier for them to index it, which results in improved search engine ranking.
5. Submit a XML Sitemap To Speed Up Indexing
A sitemap not only speeds up search engine indexing, but it also informs Google quickly about
any changes on your site. Thus, it is important that you create a xml sitemap and submit its URL
to your Google Search Console. You can create the sitemap with the help of Yoast SEO Plugin
for WordPress.
ON PAGE SEO
6. Also Create an HTML Sitemap
While an XML Sitemap makes it easier for search engines to index your site, an HTML sitemap
makes navigation of your site easier, thereby helping you to enhance user experience, and
improve your search engine optimization.
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7. Use Optimized Robots.txt
Don’t want certain Pages Folders or Files to show up on Google? Create a Robots.txt ﬁle in root, to
prevent search engine robots from crawling and indexing speciﬁc areas of your website.
8. Make Your Website Responsive
Google loves Responsive websites! Mainly because responsive sites are compatible with Desktops,
mobiles & tabs. Thus, it is important that you switch over to responsive web design, if you want to
rank well on search engines and if you want to avoid Google’s Non-Responsive Website Penalty.
You can check if your website is mobile-friendly or not with the help of this Google’s tool.
9. Use Heading Tags (H Tags) To Get More Traffic
Heading Tags or h tags, help search engine robots to establish the relevancy of your content by
providing basic description of the content, thereby maximizing your content’s visibility on search
engines.
10. Use Alt Tags Intelligently To Optimize Images
Search engine robots can’t see images, hence they can’t index them. By adding an Alt tag, you help
search engine robots to read the text which is associated with those images, thereby facilitating
faster & accurate indexing, which in turn improves the accessibility of your site on search engines.
11. Check For Broken Links
Broken links halt search engine robots from indexing your web pages. Hence, it is important that
you ﬁx this problem immediately, to avoid hurting your website’s rankings. You can check for broken
links with the help of the Broken Link Checker Plugin for WordPress.
12. Use Quality Page Meta Title & Descriptions
A cleverly composed page meta title (Max 60 Chars) and description (Max 140 Chars) improves the
quality and quantity of your search traﬃc and helps search engines & users, to know what your
page content is about. Yoast SEO Plugin for WordPress is the best tool for this.
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13. Add BreadCrumbs To Improve Navigation
Breadcrumbs make your site more accessible to search engine robots. Plus, they help users to
navigate your site better, which results in reduced bounce rate, leading to better search engine
rankings. In other words, Breadcrumbs facilitate a better presentation of your URLs.
14. Place Your Site’s Content Above The Fold
Google has recently decided to make some changes in its algorithm, which will give more value
and importance to content displayed above the fold. Since this is the ﬁrst thing that grabs 80%
of a user’s attention, it’s important that the above the fold portion of your site’s web page has
relevant content rather than unnecessary ads.
15. Check For Duplicate Content
Google doesn’t like unoriginal content. Duplicate content makes search engines’ task of
indexing web pages, checking for relevancy, assigning link metrics, diﬃcult. Thus, it is important
that you check for duplicate content and remove it, to avoid losing search engine visibility.
Duplicate content should not be more than 10% on the site.
16. Keyword Placement Matters, Not Frequency
Industry experts feel that the frequency of keywords no longer inﬂuences ranking, but their
placement does. Hence, it’s important to write content which has relevant and naturally placed
keywords, regardless of their number.
17. Implement LSI keywords To Boost SEO Traffic
LSI keywords are the ones related to the keywords that are searched on Google.Implementing
LSI keywords helps you to optimize your article’s keyword density and it helps Google to judge
the relevancy of an article, thereby increasing your site’s chances of ranking higher in the
search engine results. You may also use tools like Uber Suggest & LSI Graph to ﬁnd LSI
Keywords.
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18. Keyword In H tags, Description & Title
For best SEO results and improved ranking, it is important that you place your page’s best
keywords in H tags, description & title, to let search engines know what the page is all about.
However, make sure you do not spam or over optimize these areas by stuﬃng keywords in
them.
19. Internal Contextual Linking On Long Tail Keywords
Internal contextual linking helps you to establish SEO-friendly site architecture, which helps
search engine robots to index web pages more eﬃciently. Also, it helps to promote older
content & it improves your site’s ranking for speciﬁc keywords. So, whenever you produce a
new blog post, scan through the older posts and other web pages, and contextually link them
internally.
20. Optimize Your Images For Better Rankings
Optimizing images helps in reducing bounce rate, improves your site’s page speed &
performance, and generates more traﬃc from image-based search engines such as Google
Image Search & others. Plugins like TinyPNG plugin for WordPress, does a great job of
optimizing images.
21. Use Short And Descriptive URL Permalink
Do not use the default settings. Create simple and SEO friendly permalinks. Make sure that the
URL is short yet descriptive and contains the target keywords.
22. Use Hyphens To Differentiate Words In URL
The structure of a URL matters. Thus, it is important that you keep your site’s URL as simple as
possible and use hyphens to optimize your URLs.
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23. Use Meta Keywords To Rank Well On All Search Engines
The common misconception is that meta keywords are no longer an important ranking factor.
While this may be true for Google, it is not in the case of other search engines like Yahoo, Bing,
etc. So, to rank well on all search engines, it is essential to use meta keywords.
24. Add Noodp (No Open Directory Project) & Noydir
(No Yahoo Directory)
Included in Yoast WordPress Plugin, the Noodp & Noydir tags help you tell search engine
robots, not to use information from these sources while displaying your site’s information on the
search engine results.
25. Linking Out To Relevant & Authority Sites
Linking out to relevant & high authority sites helps you to boost your search engine ranking and
improves your site’s visibility. But make sure you only include sites with high page and domain
authorities.
26. Link Out To Diverse Sources
By linking out to diverse sources you not only make your content appear more natural, but also
get more link juice from varied sources.
27. Keep Outbound Links To Minimum
The quality of the outbound links matters, not the quantity. Thus, avoid having too many
outbound links, and only keep whose which have high page and domain authorities.
28. Use Social Sharing Buttons
Eﬀective use of social sharing buttons is important for on-page optimization. It gives the users,
the ﬂexibility to share your site’s content with just one click, which in turn drives in more traﬃc to
your site. You can optimize them using the Add To Any Share Buttons WordPress plugin.
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29. Redirect Attachment URLs To Parent Post
WordPress by default creates a single page for each attachment that you upload, which leads to
indexing of duplicate pages.
Thus, to ensure that your web pages are appropriately indexed without duplication, it is
important that you create a redirect of your attachment pages with the help of Yoast, which will
direct search engine robots to the correct (parent) page. Yoast plugin also has an option to
enable or disable this for your website.
30. Create Long & Statistics Based Content
Long content enriched with accurate statistical data converts better than short content.
Moreover, it also helps you to get more outbound links and they do well on social media,
thereby improving your search traﬃc. Create power pages with 2000+ words content, which is
epic and useful for your niche industry.
31. Write Powerful & Captivating Headlines
Creating attention-grabbing headlines is where your focus should be, as it is the ﬁrst impression
of your article. When you write a headline, ask yourself, “Would this make me want to read on?”
32. Write Benefit-Focused Content
An eﬀective web copy is one that is beneﬁt-focused. Does your article include something
diﬀerent, which as of yet is not shared by another writer? What beneﬁt does your article oﬀer to
the reader? You can read more about some valuable SEO techniques and how to write
beneﬁt-focused content from Brian Dean.
33. Make Use Of Bullets & Numbers While Writing
Integrating numbers into your content’s headline makes it powerful and clickable. Whereas
bullets help you to present multiple points in an easy to digest format, and provide a visual
break from the rest of your text.
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34. Use Capital Letters To Highlight Keywords
Using capital letters for the ﬁrst letter of each keyword is important. Since keywords are an
important factor in SEO, highlighting them in capital will help you to draw the readers’ attention
to important information.
35. Proofread The Content Before You Go Live
Proofread to eliminate typos, spelling mistakes and check the grammar of the content, to
ensure best quality content for viewers, and to improve search engine visibility.
36. Use Engaging Images & Videos
Creating “How To” videos or using relevant images as part of content is the fastest way to
attract a user’s attention and to speed up conversion.
37. Frequently Update Content/Blogs
Updating your site’s content and blogs frequently helps you to gain more visibility on search
engine, which leads to increase in traﬃc and conversion.
38. Make Use Of Local Citations
Citation is an online reference to your business’s name, address & phone number on other web
pages. Using local citation helps you to improve your local ranking and creates more brand
awareness.
39. Use Rel Canonical Tag To Improve Ranking
Rel canonical tag helps you to eliminate duplicate URLs, thus facilitating faster and eﬀective
indexing, which results in improved Page Ranking. You can use Yoast plugin to enable or
disable this for your website.
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40. Use GTMetrix & Pingdom To Optimize Website Speed
A slow website will get you nowhere! To retain your viewers, get more traﬃc and improve your
site’s search engine ranking, it is important that you optimize and improve your website’s page
speed. You can easily check your website’s performance using tools like GTMetrix and
Pingdom.
41. Reduce PopUps or Distracting Ads
Irrelevant pop-up ads are not only annoying, but they can also lead to increase in bounce rate,
resulting in traﬃc loss and low ranking in SERPs.
42. Optimize Your Contact Us Page
Customize your Contact Form. Make it as attractive & user-friendly as possible to grow your
customer base. For this, it is important for you to take some time and learn about the art of
optimizing your contact page.
43. Use SSL Certificate To Boost Ranking
Google rewards sites that use SSL Certiﬁcate by boosting their rank on search engine.
Moreover, since you are providing a secure service, it helps to improve customer trust. You can
ﬁnd some of the cheapest SSL options, starting from $4.99/year.
44. Install CDN To Enhance Page Load Time
Content delivery network (CDN) not only improves your site’s page speed, but also helps you to
enhance your user’s experience, by reducing the response time, thereby improving your site’s
ranking. Our personal recommendation would be Max CDN or CloudFare. If you are using Total
Cache Plugin for WordPress, it has an option to setup CDN.
45. Optimize Your Site With WP SEO Plugin
Implementing a proper SEO strategy becomes thousand times easier if your website is
powered by WordPress.
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46. Audit Your Site To Improve It’s Performance
By conducting a website audit, you’ll be able to enhance your website performance, which will
improve your site’s conversions. You can easily audit your website with a tool called SEO
Optimizer.
47. Use 301 Redirects Effectively
301 Redirect helps you to preserve the SEO value of a web page, by transferring page rank,
domain authority, etc, to a new page, thereby preserving your ranking in SERPs. Use the User
Redirection plugin for WordPress to manage your 301 redirects.
48. Optimize Social Share Image Settings With Yoast SEO
Improve your site’s organic search ranking by optimizing your social share images with Yoast
SEO.
49. Social Signals Impact Search Engine Rankings
According to Neil Patel, social signals impact search engine rankings. Therefore, it is advisable
to be active on social sites as search engines use data from these sites to rank your website.
50. Create Search Engine & User-Friendly Pages
Enhance user experience and improve your site’s performance, by selecting search engine and
user-friendly web design.
51. No-index or Remove Thin Pages
Thin or low-quality pages add little or no value to your site. By implementing a no-index tag on
these pages, you tell search engine robots not to index them. In other words, to maintain a
standard for your website, it is best to get rid of low quality, thin content.
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52. Publish The Usual Static Pages
By publishing the usually static Privacy, Contact Us, About Us pages, you can improve your
site’s visibility and rank higher in search engine result pages.
53. Do A Cross Browser Testing To Check Cross-Browser
Compatibility
Test your website’s browser compatibility, to avoid losing search traﬃc. Use BrowserStack to
check your website’s cross-browser compatibility.
54. Accelerated Mobile Pages (AMP)
Implementing AMP is necessary as it helps to increases the loading speed of web pages on
mobile, which, in turn, helps your site rank well in mobile search results.
55. Start Blog Title With Keyword
By including a keyword at the start of the blog title you’ll be able to pique a user’s interest as
well as earn the desired & relevant traﬃc.
56. Add Modifiers to Title
Including modiﬁers such as “2017”, “best”, “top”, “guide” in your title, will help improve users
experience, as it gives them a quick overview of what a particular web page is all about.
57. W3C Validator
A W3C validated markup code makes your site more search-engine friendly. It validates that
you are using clean HTML codes which will help improve ranking as well as facilitate smoother
indexing.
58. Keyword at the Beginning of URL
Adding your target keyword to a URL helps to increase click-through-rate and makes it easier
for search engines as well as users to identify a web page just by examining its URL.
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59. Unblock JavaScript and CSS from Robots.txt File
Unblocking JavaScript and CSS folders from your robots.txt ﬁle is important as it will help search
engine robots index your site better thus make your site more mobile-friendly.
60. Create Silos For Your Website
In simple term, “Silo” is a technique of grouping related web pages on your website together in
an organised manner. This helps facilitate smoother indexing as well as improves ranking on
SERPs.
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61. Set-up Search Console (Webmaster Tools) Account
13
Google Search Console gives you insights into which keywords are popular on your site, what
web pages have been indexed, and a list of external & internal links, and more.
62. Submit to Google Local Listing
Submit your site’s local listing on Google My Business, to boost your local SEO and improve
your site’s visibility.
63. Create Social Brand Pages To Boost Ranking
Get more organic search traﬃc and rank well in SERPs, by creating a proﬁle for your business
on popular social channels such as Facebook, Twitter & Google+
64. Use Google’s Disavow Tool To Improve Ranking
Google’s Disavow Tool helps you to remove spammy & unnatural links from your site, thereby
improving your site’s ranking on search engine.
65. Use Social Bookmarking To Boost Page Rank
Social bookmarking is an excellent way through which you can generate quality backlinks and
get more targeted traﬃc to your site.
OFF-PAGE SEO
66. Use Link Baiting To Get More Inbound Links
Link baiting is all about encouraging people to link to your site by producing quality, useful &
informative content.
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67. Use Google Business Reviews
Google loves displaying reviews in search results. Also, positive reviews of your brand increase
user trust, resulting in higher CTRs & conversions.
68. Do Forum Posting To Increase Brand Awareness
Posting on web forums helps you to generate high-quality backlinks and bring in more traﬃc to
your site.
69. Use Facebook Ads
Facebook Ads Keyword Tool is a great way to research and ﬁnd long-tail keywords that are
frequently used by users.
70. Use Google Adwords & PPC Ad Campaigns
Investing in PPC and Adwords helps you to get the best combination of title and description,
thereby increasing your click-through-rate and resulting in more traﬃc & conversion.
71. Check & Review Google Analytics Account
Regular reviewing of your Google Analytics Account will give you an insight into which SEO
techniques are working and which are not. In other words, it oﬀers an in-depth analytical insight
into your website’s traﬃc and performance.
72. Exclude Internal Traffic From Google Analytics
To get an accurate data of your site’s performance, it is important that you exclude Internal IP
addresses from Google Analytics.
73. Use Google Keyword Planner To Find Untapped Keywords
Keyword Planner Tool provides you with all the necessary information needed to conduct
keyword research.
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74. Domain Age Is More Important For Backlinks
An established (older) Domain earns a signiﬁcant level of trust from Google than a newer
domain. However, it’s not extremely essential for better ranking on search engines. Therefore,
having a new domain is not such a major concern, as at some point it will become more
established and older. Having a long established domain name is mainly beneﬁcial in getting
backlinks.
75. Create Infographics To Generate Backlinks
Infographics are one of the most popular methods to increase your site’s traﬃc with quality
content, and to procure high-quality authority links.
76. Enhance Your Outreach Strategy
A good Outreach strategy is one of the most eﬀective ways of enhancing your SEO. Not only
does it help you to get better & relevant links from quality sites, but it also helps you to develop
strong connections with inﬂuential bloggers.
77. Effective Use Of Guest Blogging
Guest blogging helps you to boost your site’s organic search ranking, by improving your site’s
visibility on search engines.
78. Be Active On Quora To Improve Ranking
Respond to questions on Quora and if there is a speciﬁc article on your site that helps reinforce
your answer, you can link to it.
79. Look for Broken Link Opportunities
Search for broken links on relevant websites and point out any existing ones to the website
owner. Then, ask them if they want to replace it with a link to your related article, so you can get
a quality backlink.
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80. Search For Broken Link Building Opportunities On
Wikipedia
Look for broken links on the relevant Wikipedia pages and replace them with yours. Getting a
backlink from Wikipedia is very good for improving your website’s search engine visibility.
81. Competitor link profile analysis
Review important link metrics of your website and that of competitors with the help of Moz
Open site Explorer . It shows you important data, such as page authority, domain authority,
backlinks, anchor text etc, through which you can understand your competitors link building
strategy.
82. Set-up An RSS Feed For Your Blog
It makes it easier for others to promote & share your content and then provide attribution links
back to your website, resulting in more traﬃc & brand awareness.
83. Avoid Downtime By Choosing Reliable Host
The right hosting can make all the diﬀerence between success & failure of your website. Thus, it
is important that you select an appropriate web host to avoid unwanted problems. Choose a
suitable web host depending on your requirements. Some popular options include Bigrock |
Bluehost | Hostgator
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Copyright © 2017 Capsicum Mediaworks LLP
The Killer SEO Checklist is the copyright of Capsicum Mediaworks, LLP. All rights reserved. This
checklist, or any part of it, may not be altered or reproduced in any format without a written
permission from the writers.
Affiliate Disclosure
Some of the links in the post above are “aﬃliate links.” This means if you click on the link and
purchase the item, We will receive an aﬃliate commission. Regardless, We only recommend
products or services We use personally and believe will add value to our readers.
Disclaimer:
All the information in this checklist is error-free and reliable to the best of our knowledge.
However, Capsicum Mediaworks, LLP shall not be accountable for any loss or damage
suﬀered as a result of following these instructions.
We are not liable for any malfunctioning in the referenced software or services stated in this
work.
Unless clearly mentioned, we receive no commissions or payments from the respective
suppliers or owners of the software and services mentioned in this checklist.
We only publish information about the workings of certain third-party services, but we do not
endorse or support third-party services or products and are not responsible for the functions
or authenticity of these services.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.
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