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First India Bureau
New Delhi: The Ud-
dhav Thackeray and
Eknath Shinde factions
on Friday concluded
their arguments before
the Election Commis-
sion, with both assert-
ing that they are the
real Shiv Sena.
At the end of the
hearing, the commis-
sion said the two sides
can submit their writ-
ten submissions, if any,
by January 30, sources
and counsels from the
factions said.
Both the sides had
submitted thousands of
documents to the poll
panel over months to
support their claim and
argued their respective
cases before it on three
occasions, including
Friday
.
In the hearing,
Thackeray faction’s
lawyer Kapil Sibal ar-
gued first, after which,
Shinde faction’s lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani
made a strong argu-
ment. After Kapil Sibal,
Devdutt Kamat also lob-
bied from the Thacker-
ay faction. Notably,
there occurred a heated
argument between Ma-
hesh Jethmalani and
Devdutt Kamat. It is be-
ing told that this
dispute took place in
front of the Election
Commissioner.
It is reported that af-
ter an argument be-
tween the two, the Elec-
tion Commissioner in-
tervened. Kamat also
said that the post of
prominent leader is il-
legal. Meanwhile, Ma-
hesh Jethmalani also
asked how Uddhav
Thackeray formed the
Mahavikas Aghadi.
Shah in Maha
in February
First India Bureau
Nashik: Bharatiya
Janata Party has
started its prepara-
tions for the upcom-
ing elections. After
the recent meet of
party president JP
Nadda in Maharash-
tra, it is now Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, who will visit
the state and hold a
public meeting along
with a state conven-
tion in Nashik. Ma-
harashtra BJP office
bearers will invite
core committee mem-
bers in this regard.
It has been con-
firmed that the BJP
state convention will
be held in Nashik on
February 10 and 11 at
Sadhugram Maidan
in Tapovan. In con-
nection with this, the
party is conducting
pre-election prepara-
tions by organizing
public meetings, par-
ty conventions, and
core committee
meetings across the
country. A public
meeting of North
Maharashtra will be
held in Nashik.
The state conven-
tion will be held in
the presence of BJP
national leader and
Union Minister Amit
Shah. Thousands of
office bearers and
corecommitteeoffice
bearers will partici-
pate in this state
convention.
Shiv Sena symbol dispute case: Both factions conclude arguments
Thackeray claims Shinde’s post illegal,
Shinde questions Thackeray’s MVA effort
HOPE ECI TAKES DECISION
ON SYMBOL AS PER LAW:
CM EKNATH SHINDE
BJP convention in
Nashik's Tapovan
on February 10
and 11
First Indian Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra CM Eknath Shin-
de on Friday said he
hopes the ECI gives
its decision regard-
ing the Shiv Sena
poll symbol of ‘bow
and arrow’ in accord-
ance with law and
existing rules.
“I hope the deci-
sion will be as per law
and rules,” Shinde
told reporters when
asked about the ongo-
ing hearing in the
matter before the ECI
in New Delhi.
Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thacker-
ay) leader Aaditya
Thackeray said the
party belongs to for-
mer CM Uddhav
Thackeray and Shiv
Sainiks, and once
again targeted the re-
bels led by Shinde.
“Everybody knows
whom the Shiv Sena
belongs — Uddhav
Thackeray and all
Shiv Sainiks like us.
Those who left are
traitors (a reference
to rebels),” said the
formerstateminister.
Earlier this week,
Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sanjay Raut
said the ECI should
not decide on the
party’s poll symbol
till the Supreme
Court gives its judg-
ment on the disqual-
ification of 16 rebel
MLAs from the camp
led by Chief Minis-
ter Shinde.
Jethmalani opposed Kamat’s arguments questioning
how the representatives could only be of
Thackeray faction’s and stressed that the House of
Representatives could also belong to the Shinde
group. Kamat argued that if Shinde group
representatives hold meeting, then it would be illegal
IDENTITY OF MODI’S
GOOD GOVERNANCE!
71,000 MORE GET ‘ROZGAR’
New appointees thank PM Narendra Modi, laud
‘transparent and very rapid’ recruitment process
First India Bureau
New Delhi: PM Naren-
dra Modi on Friday dis-
tributed over 71,000 ap-
pointment letters to
newly inducted recruits
in govt depts and organ-
isations, via video con-
ferencing. He also ad-
dressed the appointees.
The new appointees on
Friday also shared their
experience of learning
from ‘Karmayogi Prar-
ambh’ module. ‘Kar-
mayogi Prarambh’ mod-
ule is an online orienta-
tion course for appoin-
tees. Noting that regu-
lar promotions were
hampered in the earlier
times, Modi underlined
that Centre has made
changes in recruitment
process of govt, making
it more streamlined and
time-bound. He also
took feedback from re-
cruits on online plat-
form iGot Karmayogi.
PM Narendra Modi addresses the first Rozgar Mela of
2023, via video conferencing, in Delhi on Friday. Also
seen here at Delhi Media Centre is Dr Jitendra Singh.
In the coming days, lakhs more
families are set to be recruited into
govt jobs. It is a testament to our
commitment towards keeping our promises. In
the business world, it is said, ‘The consumer is
always right’. Similarly, ‘Citizen is always right’
should be motto of governance.
—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
GOVT EMPLOYMENT
IS A ‘SERVICE’ AND
NOT A ‘JOB’: PM MODI
PM Modi is most
powerful person
on planet, says
UK Lawmaker
Reminding the recruits that
employment in the govern-
ment field is known as a
“service” and not a “job”, PM
Modi said, “Just like ‘con-
sumer is always right’ our
mantra has become ‘citizen
is always right’. With Seva
Bhav, we can create a posi-
tive effect on our citizens.”
London: British Parlia-
mentarian Lord Karan
Bilimoria referred to PM
Narendra Modi as “one
of the most powerful per-
sons on the planet”, while
underscoring the impor-
tance of the UK’s ties with
the fastest-growing major
economy in world. 
BOMBAY HC GRANTS
INTERIM BAIL TO
VENUGOPAL DHOOT
Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court has granted interim
bail to Videocon Group
Chairman Venugopal Dhoot
in the ICICI-Videocon loan
fraud case. He will be out of
judicial custody provided he
furnishes `1 lakh bail cash.
DERA CHIEF RAM
RAHIM GRANTED
ANOTHER PAROLE
New Delhi: Dera Sacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh was on Friday
again granted a 40-day
parole. The latest parole
to the Dera chief comes
three months after he was
granted a similar parole.
SUNDAR PICHAI
‘SORRY’ FOR THE
GOOGLE LAYOFFS
New Delhi: Google said on
Friday it will lay off 12,000
people from its workforce,
adding to slew of major US
tech companies cutting jobs
amid fears of recession.
Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai
said sorry for mass layoffs. P7
CRUCIAL READ
It has taken a lot
of courage for us
wrestlers to come
together and protest
against WFI Pres-
ident. We fear for
our lives. If he is
not sacked then the
careers of all the
young who joined
the dharna will be
over. We will not
budge until Singh is
sacked.
—Wrestlers
If there is
no solution
then we
may put a wrestling
mat at Jantar Mantar
and train there only.
 —Vinesh Phogat
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
INCONCLUSIVE
MEETINGS....
BRIJ TO SPEAK ON
JAN 22: PREZ’S SON
There’ll Be Tsunami If...: Wrestling
Body Chief Singh Amid Calls To Quit
HEAR OUR DEMANDS:
WRESTLERS ASK PM
MODI  AMIT SHAH
Wrestlers met with govt
officials during the day and
later met with Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur at his resi-
dence. However, both meet-
ings were inconclusive, with
the wrestlers insisting that
the WFI be dissolved immedi-
ately and govt requesting that
they end their protest. The
govt has asked WFI President
to respond to the allegations
by till Saturday evening.
WFI president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh was slated
to speak to
the media on
Friday but
he decided
to duck the
questions and
has now rescheduled the
press conference for later
this week on Jan 22. His
son spoke to the media and
informed about the same.
As wrestlers protesting against
alleged sex harassment stayed
firm on demands for his res-
ignation, wrestling body chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh on
Friday threatened revelations
that, he said, would cause a
“Tsunami”. “If I make a state-
ment, there will be a tsunami. I
am not here on anyone’s charity.
I am an elected representative,”
President Brij Bhushan said.
Olympian wrestler and 2022
Commonwealth Games
gold medallist Bajrang
Punia on Friday said that
they are fighting against
the Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) and appealed
to PM Narendra Modi, HM
Amit Shah and Union Sports
Minister Anurag Thakur to
hear their demands.
DAY 3 WRESTLERS PROTEST: DEADLOCK CONTINUES
‘Dangal’ for justice!
Anurag Thakur tells to stop protest, WFI
Prez has been asked to resign in 24 hrs
Mary Kom, Dola Banerjee, Alaknanda,
Yogeshwar, Sahdev in the probe panel
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: The Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA) on Friday formed
a seven-member com-
mittee to probe the al-
legations of sexual har-
assment against WFI
president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh. The com-
mittee had a detailed
meeting and sources in
IOA are suggesting that
they will call all the con-
cerned parties as part
of the investigation.
Wrestlers protesting
sexual harassment alle-
gations against WFI
President Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh wrote to
the IOA President PT
UshaonFriday
,demand-
ing the formation of an
inquiry committee to
investigate the allega-
tions, resignation of the
WFI President, dissolu-
tion of the WFI and a
new committee to run
the affairs of the WFI.
Wrestlers Bajrang Punia and Vinesh Phogat speak during the protest on day 3 against the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) and its chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh against whom sexual harassment
allegations were made, at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
IOA formed
7-member
committee
to probe
allegations
of sexual
harassment
l WFI to take action
against wrestlers not
at Gonda camp to
practice
l DCW Chief notes
down key pointers
related to wrestlers’
protest
l Indian boxer
Vijender Singh joined
the wrestlers’ protest
on Friday
l #SackBrijBhushan
is trending on Twitter
and supported by
everyone
l No time-frame has
been set for panel to
submit report to IOA
president
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MAJOR BLOCK TO
DISMANTLE
GOKHALE BRIDGE
AUTO MAFIA SETS
ITS OWN RATE
CARD IN BANDRA
Mumbai: The West-
ern Railway (WR) has
planned to carry out the
dismantling work of the
Gokhale road overbridge
at Andheri. A major 4.5-
hour block on the down
slow lines from 12.15
am to 4.45 am on the
intervening nights of Jan
19-20 and Jan 20-21. As
a result, a number of local
train services will be af-
fected, while 14 services
will be diverted onto the
down fast line between
Santacruz-Goregaon sta-
tions and not halt at Ram
Mandir Road station.
2 BOOKED FOR
VIOLATING DISNEY,
MARVEL COPYRIGHT
Thane: Two godown
owners have been held
for allegedly violating the
Copyright Act by storing
products featuring Disney
and Marvel characters
in Thane district, police
said on Friday. The police
raided the godowns in
Gundavali and seized
products worth Rs8.67
lakh, an official said. The
accused had allegedly
stored duplicate materials
resembling the ones of
Disney Enterprises and
Marvel Characters Inc and
featuring characters of
the company.
Mumbai: Amid fare
change introduced by
the governmentthe ,
autorickshaw mafia has
now printed its own tariff
cards for shared autos.
A rate card, which had a
logo resembling that of
the Maharashtra Regional
Transport Department,
seen at the Bandra station
premises, mentions rates
of shared autos from the
station to prominent des-
tinations. When alerted,
Maharashtra Transport
Commissioner Vivek Bhi-
manwar assured that he
would take swift action.
Mumbai: Four blood banks have reported an excess of 681
units of blood in their stock, if not distributed soon it will
expire in 3-4 weeks. They have informed the SBTC of the
excess stock and asked to give them to those who require
it. Akshay Blood Bank from Satara has 140 units of blood.
Siddheshwar Blood Bank from Solapur has 200 units. The
Dnyandeep Blood Bank of Natepute has 300 units while DG
Goenka’s Blood Bank in Andheri has around 41 units.
Mumbai: Former Health Minister Deepak Sawant is receiv-
ing treatment at a private hospital, after sustaining serious
injuries to his neck and back in a road accident, officials
said. Dr Sawant had been on his way to Palghar on Friday
morning, when a dumper truck hit his car from behind.
The impact was so severe that the rear end of the car was
crushed. Passersby called an ambulance and Dr Sawant
was quickly taken to a hospital, officials added.
Latur: A 14-year-old girl allegedly committed suicide citing
mental harassment by her teacher in Latur district, police
said on Friday. Shrawani Sanjay Naiknavare, a Class 9
student at a private school, allegedly hanged herself at her
house, an official said. In a suicide note recovered from the
scene, the victim claimed that a male teacher in the school
had mentally harassed her by taunting her in class, he said.
The police have registered a case under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code, the official said.
BLOOD BANKS SEND OUT SOS CALL OVER
EXTRA UNITS AS EXPIRY DATE NEARS
FORMER MINISTER INJURED IN ROAD
ACCIDENT AS DUMPER REAR-ENDS CAR
TIRED OF TEACHER’S MENTAL HARASSMENT,
CLASS IX STUDENT COMMITS SUICIDE
THANE MAN
SCAMMED OF `14 L
IN CRYPTO FRAUD
Thane: A 31-year-old man
from Thane lost nearly
Rs14 lakh to an online
scam, an official said on
Friday. A woman, got in
touch with the complainant
through the Telegram app
last week and persuaded
him to invest in cryptos
promising high returns,
said the official. The man
got good returns initially
and ended up investing
Rs13.86 lakh but then the
money stopped coming,
said the official from
Vishnu Nagar police station.
Following his complaint, the
police registered a case.
CRUCIAL READ
Pankaja Munde explains conspicuous absence at event attended by PM, CM, Dy CM
First India Bureau
Mumbai: It’s an open
secret in Maharashtra’s
political circles that
there is no love lost be-
tween Pankaja Munde
andDeputyChief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis.
Munde, who held the
Rural, and Women and
ChildDevelopmentport-
folios during the previ-
ous BJP regime, was
again conspicuous by
her absence at Thurs-
day’s event, where Fad-
navis shared the dais
with CM Eknath Shinde
andPrimeMinisterNar-
endra Modi.
Many assume that the
chasm between the two
Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders deepened after
Pankaja Munde—the
daughterof BJPveteran
and former deputy CM,
the late Gopinath
Munde—was shunted
out of state politics and
moved to be made the
party’s National Secre-
tary
.
However, on Friday
,
Munde clarified that she
did not attend the event,
simplybecauseitdidnot
require her presence.
“There is nothing ter-
rible in my mind. I was
not expected to attend
the programmes where
Devendra Fadnavis
came. So I wasn’t there.
Today
,myregionalpresi-
dent came, so I attended.
When (national BJP
chief) JP Nadda came, I
was there. I am a true
worker of the BJP
. I am
not obliged to go to
events outside the par-
ty
,” she said.
Notably, Munde has
also campaigned along-
side BJP’s state unit
president Chandrashek-
har Bawankule for the
teachers’ constituency
ahead of the upcoming
election to the Maha-
rashtra Legislative
Council. When asked
about the Thackeray
group’s open offer that
she should join them,
Bawankule said that
Munde was being in-
sulted in the BJP, while
she said that there was
no malice in her heart.
Rumours of Munde’s
unhappiness with the
party emerged shortly
after the current Shin-
de-Fadnavis state
government came
to power last year.
There had been
talk at the time
that the former
minister would get
a meaty role in
state politics. How-
ever, these rumours
remained just that—
rumours—leading to
disappointment for
the leader.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: SpecialJudge
RN Rokade on Friday
directed the dean of JJ
hospital to constitute a
medical board, com-
prising the head of the
urology department, a
nephrologist and the
head of department
from the general physi-
cians department to ex-
amine NCP leader
Nawab Malik, and re-
port on his condition.
Malik was arrested
by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Feb-
ruary 23, 2022, under
the Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act
(PMLA) in connection
with an inquiry linked
to the activities of fugi-
tive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides.
In May 2022, the spe-
cial PMLA court re-
fused to grant bail to
Malik on medical
grounds, but permitted
him to get admitted to a
private hospital for
treatment.
The ED, in Septem-
ber, filed an application
seeking the constitu-
tion of a medical board
to verify Malik’s health
condition.
“The board shall
conduct a detailed ex-
amination and deter-
mine the health condi-
tion of the accused
Nawab Malik,” the
court said.
The board shall inti-
mate the Arthur Road
jail superintendent re-
garding the date and
time of examination so
that the jail authorities
can produce Malik be-
fore the board, it said.
“After examination,
the accused is directed
to be readmitted to Criti
Care Asia private hospi-
tal until further or-
ders,” it said.
The medical board
shall submit its report
within 10 days from
the date of examina-
tion and specify in it
the future line of treat-
ment and hospitalisa-
tion if any required,
the court said.
The court has posted
the matter for further
hearing on February 02.
SPL MED BOARD TO EXAMINE JAILED EX MIN?
MONEY LAUNDERING CASE
Former minister Nawab Malik is
undergoing treatment at a pvt
hosp after court denied him bail
Nawab Malik —FILE PHOTO
As Raut joins BJY, BJP
says move will backfire
First India Bureau
Mumbai: With Shiv
Sena - Uddhav Balasa-
heb Thackeray (UBT)
leader Sanjay Raut
joining the Rahuk Gan-
dhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Kathua, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
lost no time in mocking
him for iton Friday
.
Raut, who had joined
Gandhi after the march
started its Jammu and
Kashmir leg on Thurs-
day, had told reporters
he was taking part on
behalf of his party as
“the atmosphere in the
country is changing
fast and I am seeing
Gandhi as a leader who
is raising his voice on
real issues”.
“He should walk fear-
lessly with Rahul Gan-
dhi. The more Sanjay
Raut walks with Rahul
Gandhi, the more the
doors of victory will
get closed for Ud-
dhavji’s Sena,” Mum-
bai BJP chief Ashish
Shelar said here.
Shelar said Raut was
“hiding in an alley in
Prabhadevi” (where
the office of Shiv Sena
- UBT mouthpiece
Saamana is located)
when “karsevaks were
sacrificing their lives
in the Ramjanmabhoo-
mi movement (for a
Ram Temple in Ayod-
hya)”.
Shelar further
claimed when Article
370 that gave Jammu
and Kashmir special
status was nullified,
Raut was “polluting”
the atmosphere, refer-
encing the Rajya Sabha
MP’s media briefings at
the time, in which he at-
tacked the BJP and the
Union government.
The Shiv Sena - UBT
and the Congress are
two-thirds of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi alliance
in Maharastra, along
with the Nationalist
Congress Party
.
Shiv Sena - UBT MP Sanjay Raut joins Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the latter’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra, in Kathua on Friday. Congress leader KC Venugopal is also seen.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Supriya Sule —FILE PHOTO
Supriya Sule
bats for end to
regressive
customs
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Nationalist
Congress Party leader
Supriya Sule on Friday
called for concerted ef-
forts to end regressive
customs and said the
movement for social
changeshouldstartfrom
one’s own home. Speak-
ingata“haldikumkum”
function, a social gather-
ing of married women,
the NCP MP from Bara-
mati pitched for discus-
sions on social issues
like female foeticides,
dowry
, and domestic vio-
lence, saying such talks
could bring in changes
for the betterment of so-
ciety
. “You should prac-
tisewhatyoupreachand
education can bring so-
cial change,” she said
adding that social
change is not defined by
merely what one wears.
“Social change comes
through a change in
mindset. We must work
together to bring that
change,” she said.
Heartbroken:
Satyajeet Tambe
on Cong ban
First India Bureau
Nashik: Independent
candidate from the
Nashik division grad-
uates’ constituency
in the upcoming polls
to the Maharashtra
Legislative Council
Satyajeet Tambe has
broken his silence a
day after the Con-
gress banned him for
six years and brand-
ed him a traitor.
“My family has
been part of the Con-
gress for about 100
years. They (the par-
ty leadership) should
have asked. We have
never shown dis-
crimination while
working. We have
given equal justice to
all, so the action tak-
en by the Congress
party has greatly af-
fected us,” he said on
Friday
.
Last Sunday, the
Congress suspended
Satyajeet’s father and
three-time MLC Su-
dhir Tambe for fail-
ing to file his nomina-
tion papers, despite
having been named
as the party’s candi-
date for the Nashik
division graduates’
seat.
Those familiar
with the issue say
that the Bharatiya
Janata party is cov-
ertly supporting
Satyajeet’s candida-
ture, since the party
has not named a can-
didate to contest
against him in the
election slated for
Jan 30.
Satyajeet Tambe was once
the leader of the youth
wing of the Congress.
 —FILE PHOTO
‘I DID NOT ATTEND BECAUSE I WAS NOT
REQUIRED TO BE PRESENT THERE’
PM Modi being garlanded by CM Shinde and Dy CM Fadnavis on Thursday. Pankaja Munde (inset)
stayed away from the event.  —FILE PHOTOS
PROJECT LAUNCH EVENT OR
MUTUAL ADMIRATION
CEREMONY? ROHIT PAWAR
TAKES ON SHINDE-FADNAVIS
First India Bureau
Ahmednagar: Na-
tionalist Congress
Party MLA Rohit Pa-
war on Friday took a
swing at CM Eknath
S h i n e
and PM Narendra
Modi for “showering
each other with
praise”inMumbaion
Thursday
.
“It wasn’t clear if
this was a project
launch event or a mu-
tual appreciation cer-
emony
,” he tweeted to
express his apparent
displeasure over the
effusive camaraderie.
The grandnephew
of NCP chief Sharad
Pawar also brought
up the issue of the
memorial to Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maha-
raj, which is yet to
be completed. PM
Modihadlaidthe
f o u n d a t i o n
stone for the
projectin2016.
It was meant
to have been
completed by
D e c e m b e r
2022, after an
extension.
Satyajeet Tambe
has drawn ire for
filing nomination
for the MLC polls
as an Independent
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First India Bureau
Mumbai: A notice has
been issued to cut 124
trees and transplant 53
others at Sariput Na-
gar in Aarey by the
Brihanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation
(BMC).
The notice says that
the trees need to be cut
as they are blocking the
shunting neck work of
Metro Line 3 (Colaba-
Bandra-Seepz) being
carried out by the
Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(MMRCL).
The BMC has not
called for a meeting to
discuss the matter but
has asked the citizens to
mail their suggestions/
objections because of
the pandemic Covid-19
and they have set Janu-
ary 23 as the deadline
for this. They said that
any suggestion/objec-
tion will not be enter-
tained after this date.
The decision to have
a car shed for Metro
Line 3 and generate rev-
enue through commer-
cialization of the plot at
Aarey was taken by the
then Chief Minister
Prithviraj Chavan in
2014 and later, was con-
tinued by Devendra
Fadnavis. When Ud-
dhav Thackeray took
over, he decided to shift
the Metro 3 car shed to
Kanjur Marg. Fadnavis
reversed this after tak-
ing over as the deputy
chief minister.
Environmentalists
blame Fadnavis for the
cutting of the trees and
the deputy CM has
termed these protests
by environmentalists
as—genuine to certain
extent and also
sponsored.
Thane (PTI): The Ma-
harashtra Housing and
Area Development Au-
thority has decided to
forego the last EMI of
beneficiaries of its af-
fordable housing
scheme in Kalyan in
Thanedistrict,localLok
Sabha MP Shrikant
Shinde said on Friday
.
These houses are locat-
ed in Khoni and Shird-
hon and 2000-odd benefi-
ciaries were facing fi-
nancial problems due to
delays in getting posses-
sion caused primarily
by the coronavirus-in-
duced lockdown as well
as other reasons, Shinde
said. The decision will
allow these beneficiar-
ies to cumulatively save
Rs32 crore, the Kalyan
MP, who is also the son
of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de, claimed.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra government
has reached out to the
Centre requesting reha-
bilitation of slums lo-
cated near Juhu Air-
port in the city
. Accord-
ing to sources, 25 acres
of property next to the
airport is owned by the
Airport Authority of
India (AAI) and has
been home to nearly
50,000 slum inhabitants
for the past 50 years.
The AAI seeks to use
the site for the construc-
tion of residential and
office space as part of
the government's initia-
tive to provide Housing
for All to the residents
of the slums. That re-
gionincludesneighbour-
hoods including Shivaji
Nagar,IndiraNagar,and
Nehru Nagar.
To conduct the slum
redevelopment pro-
gram, Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis has written to Un-
ionCivilAviationMinis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia
to request a No-Objec-
tion Certificate (NOC).
According to the let-
ter,theAAIhadprovided
its NOC for almost 8,000
dwellings after the Slum
Rehabilitation Authori-
ty (SRA) performed a
house-to-house biomet-
ric survey in these re-
gions. In order to pre-
pare Annexure 2, which
contains a list of the sur-
veyed dwellings' eligible
and ineligible units in
accordance with state
governmentregulations,
an NOC is now required.
Locked up for protection, teen
raped repeatedly by neighbour
First India Bureau
Thane: A 17-year-old
girl was allegedly re-
peatedly raped by her
neighbour in Thane
city over a period of
one month after she
was given the keys of
her house by her moth-
er who used to lock the
minor daily at home for
safety before stepping
out for work, police
said on Friday
.
The victim's mother
had started locking her
at home before going to
work ever since the mi-
nor's father sexually as-
saulted her three
months back, they said.
The victim as well as
the accused live in
Daighar area in the city
,
and the offence was
committed mid-Decem-
ber onwards, a police
official said.
The girl lodged a
complaint on Thursday
night, based on which
the police registered a
first information re-
port (FIR) against the
accused in the early
hours of Friday
.
As per the com-
plaint, the victim's
mother works as a cook
at a local madrassa. She
also works elsewhere in
the evenings. The vic-
tim's father had raped
her three months ago
and a complaint in that
regard was lodged.
However, after the inci-
dent, the girl's mother
started locking her at
home before stepping
out for work in the
evening. She used to
hand over the keys to
the tailor who resided
opposite their house,
the official of Shil-
Daighar police station
said.
Last month, the ac-
cused first sexually as-
saulted the victim
when she went to him
for alteration of her
clothes. He even threat-
ened to kill her if she
revealed it to anyone,
he said.
After that, whenever
the victim's mother
went out for work after
handing over the keys
to the tailor, he used to
forcibly take the girl to
his house and rape her.
Since the girl was terri-
fied, she did not reveal
her ordeal to anyone,
the complaint said, add-
ing that on January 14,
the victim managed to
video-record the offence
on her mobile phone
without the knowledge
of the accused.
On January 19, when
the tailor was dragging
the victim to his house,
a female acquaintance
of the girl came there
and strongly objected
to his act. The minor
mustered courage and
told about her ordeal to
the woman and also
showed the video, the
police said.
The mother
began to lock
17-year-old up
for ‘safety’ after
she was raped
by father 3
months ago
MOM HAD FAITH, BUT…
Civic Body issues notice
to cut 124 trees in Aarey
Notice says that trees need to be cut as they are blocking the shunting neck work of Metro Line 3.
Navy divers roped in on hunt
for murdered student’s body
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Divers from
the Indian Navy and
the crime branch of the
Mumbai police on Fri-
day conducted a joint
search operation off
the Bandra Bandstand,
in the hopes of recover-
ing the body of MBBS
student Sadichha Sane,
who was kidnapped
and murdered in 2021.
The accused has con-
fessed to the murder
and said that he had
dumped the body into
the Arabian sea, an of-
ficial said. Sane, a third
year MBBS student,
had gone missing from
Bandra Bandstand in
November 2021. The
Mumbai crime branch,
which is investigating
the case, recently
arrested Mithu Singh,
a lifeguard, in this
connection.
“During his interro-
gation, the accused told
the police that he
had killed Sane and
dumped her body near
the Bandstand,” the
official said.
“The search opera-
tion started in the
morning,” the official
said, adding the inves-
tigators were also us-
ing other mechanisms
to trace Sane's body. On
Thursday, news report-
ed cited officials as say-
ing that they suspected
that Sane was raped
before she was killed.
However, the police are
yet to ascertain for
sure the motive for the
murder.
The operation occurred after Mithu Singh (inset) admitted to
dumping the body in the Arabian Sea.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court has ob-
served that custodial
death is one of the
worst crimes in civi-
lized society, and added
that police cannot
abuse their power to
torture people, while
asking the state to pay
Rs15 lakh compensa-
tion to the mother of a
man allegedly killed in
police custody
.
The Aurangabad
bench, comprising Jus-
tices Vibha Kankanwa-
di and Abhay Wagh-
wase, on Wednesday
passed its judgement on
a petition filed by one
Sunita Kute who al-
leged that her 23-year-
old son Pradip had died
after being tortured and
assaulted by two police-
men attached to the
Solapur police.
Kute sought a com-
pensation of Rs40 lakh
from the police and dis-
ciplinary action against
the errant policemen.
“Custodial death is
perhaps one of the
worst crimes in a civi-
lized society governed
by rule of law,” the
bench said, adding, that
while police personnel
have the power to con-
trol the actions of peo-
ple and the crime, it was
not unfettered, it said.
“Under the guise of
exercise of the said
power they cannot tor-
ture or deal with a citi-
zen in an inhumane
manner,” the judge-
ment said.
“The state is the pro-
tector of the life of its
citizens and if its em-
ployee undertakes tor-
turous acts under the
guise of power, then it
has to compensate such
a citizen,” the court
said. The bench direct-
ed the Maharashtra
government to pay com-
pensation of Rs15,29,600
to the victim’s mother.
“It will be open to the
state to recover the
amount from respond-
ent 4 and 5 (the two er-
rant policemen), as
they have been revealed
to be the persons re-
sponsible for the
death,” the court said.
There was a viola-
tion of the fundamen-
tal rights of the de-
ceased, as there was no
reason for intercep-
tion and hence no rea-
son to mete out atroc-
ity on the victim, the
bench observed.
Custodial death one of the worst crimes in civilized society: HC
‘ABUSE OF POWER’
lll
Court asks
Maha govt to
pay `15 lakh
compensation
to mother of
man who
allegedly died
after being
assaulted by
the police
THE PLEA SAYS…
State seeks Centre’s
nod on‘Housing For
All’ slum rehab plan
MHADA relief
to housing
beneficiaries
‘Barren’ woman forced
to ingest human bone
powder in fertility ritual
First India Bureau
Pune: Seven people
have been booked for
allegedly making a
woman consume pow-
der made of human
bone as part of a black
magic ritual so that
she could conceive, po-
lice in Pune said on
Friday
. The accused
comprisethehusband,
his parents, his broth-
erandotherkin,while
there is also mention
of a woman mantrik
in the complaint, Jay-
ant Rajurkar, Inspec-
tor, Sinhgad Road po-
lice station said.
The 28-year-old
victim got married in
2019 but did not have a
child. So her husband,
in-laws and other ac-
cused would conduct
black magic rituals
during 'amavasya' (no
moon night). She has
alleged she was made
to drink water mixed
with powdered hu-
man bone. She was
also allegedly made to
bathe in a particular
waterfall, he said.
The woman has also
alleged the accused
used to mentally and
physically harass her
to force her to get mon-
ey from her parents,
the official added.
The seven have
been booked under
The Maharashtra
Prevention and Erad-
ication of Human
Sacrifice and other
Inhuman, Evil and
Aghori Practices and
Black Magic Act,
2013 as well as Indian
Penal Code section
498A (husband or
relative of husband
of a woman subject-
ing her to cruelty),
Rajurkar said.
4 HELD FOR SELLING TEEN OF `1 LAKH
 


	4. PERSPECTIVE
MUMBAI | SATURDAY,  JANUARY 21, 2023
04
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
l Vol 1 l Issue No.255
l RNI TITLE NO.
MAHENG/2022/14652
Printed and published by
Anita Hada Sangwan on behalf of
First Express Publishers. Printed at
Dangat Media Pvt Ltd, No.22, Dighe
MIDC, Vishnu Nagar, TTC Industrial
Area, Dighe, Navi Mumbai-400701.
Published at Plot No. 3 Scheme C
of Manglorean Garden Home, CHS
Limited, Survey No. 5, 6C (Part) Ville
Parle East, Mumbai 400057.
Phone 022-46031417.
Editor-In-Chief: Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
Editor: Kartikey Dev Singh
responsible for selection of news
under the PRB Act
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Empowering #YuvaShakti in the
#AmritKaal on mission-mode. PM
@narendramodi ji’s government is
committed to fulfil its promise of 10
lakh appointments in GoI through
#RojgarMela in a time-bound manner.
Bhupender Yadav
@byadavbjp
Lauding PM Shri @narendramodi ji’s
leadership in ‘a fractured world’, WEF
Founder and Executive Chairman Klaus
Schwab says ‘India is a bright spot
amid the global crisis’. Commends
the country’s ‘decisive action on the
climate case for renewables’.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Woe to those who call evil
good and good evil, who
put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who
put bitter for sweet and
sweet for bitter.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
SC JUNKS PLEAS,
BIHAR’S CASTE
CENSUS CLEARS
LAST OBSTACLE
he caste census or-
dered by the Bihar
government got a
boost with the Su-
preme Court junking
petitions challenging Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s order.
The contentious census, which
began on January 7 and is due
for conclusion on January 21,
will enumerate 12.7 crore people
in 2.5 crore households. The Su-
preme Court called the petitions
“publicity interest litigation”
and dismissed them. The census
which Nitish Kumar said is a
survey to catalogue castes, and
not sub-castes, along with eco-
nomic status of each family
. The
survey’s objective is to find the
actual population of Other
Backward Classes (OBC) for a
redistribution of the 27 percent
quota. The Bihar alliance be-
lieves that OBC count was lower
than their actual numbers.
The exercise by the two Man-
dal-era political parties---JD-U
and the RJD---is likely to help
them seek greater share in ben-
efitsasperthepopulationof each
caste. Any change could also
yield political benefits, the rea-
son why BJP opposed the move.
TOP TWEETS
T
heRussia-Ukraine
war, the most dis-
ruptive in recent
times, is not going
to end anytime
soon. On the contrary, if Fri-
day’s crunch meeting at Ger-
many’s Ramstein air base is
anything to go by there is
every chance of the war esca-
lating in the near future. At
the Ramstein meeting of de-
fence ministers of the US and
all European countries it was
decided to beef up military
supplies to Kyiv to enable it to
defend itself.
The war toys on the supply
list of US and European lead-
ers include 600 Brimstone
missiles, “which will be in-
credibly important in helping
Ukraine dominate the battle-
field”, from UK, Poland is of-
fering S-60 anti-aircraft guns
with 70,000 pieces of ammu-
nition, Denmark is supplying
19 French-made Caesar how-
itzers, Sweden has assured its
Archer mobile howitzers,
besides 50 armoured vehicles
and anti-tank missiles. Pow-
erful military package, how-
ever, has one formidable ele-
ment missing -— German
heavy tank Leopard. Germa-
ny has so far baulked over the
idea of supplying Leopards to
Ukraine. Imploring Germa-
ny
, President Vladimir Zelen-
skyy said, “In plain language,
can you deliver Leopards or
not? Germany is reluctant to
supply the Leopard tanks, ac-
knowledged as the world’s
best, because it does not want
to be seen as militarily ag-
gressive. Also, Germany has
maintained closer ties with
Moscow than any of its other
European allies.
The Kremlin spokesman
said, “It will mean bringing
the conflict to a whole new
level which, of course, will
not bode well from a global
and pan-European security
viewpoint.
WAR IN UKRAINE
MAY ESCALATE
Russia-Ukraine war,
most disruptive in
recent times, is not
going to end anytime
soon. On the contrary, if
Friday’s crunch meeting at
Germany’s Ramstein air
base is anything to go by,
there is every chance
of the war escalating in
the near future
T
STABILITY IN
STABILITY IN
MONOTONY
MONOTONY
ong ago, a psychologist who
was a great observer of na-
ture wrote that life is the
same everyday
. The sun rises
and sets, the wind circles
round and round continu-
ously, the streams flow into
the sea.
Our eyes and ears are con-
stantly faced with this end-
less procession of repetitious
events, and with our short
life span, everything gives
the appearance of monotony
.
Today
, many are away from
nature due to the artificial
technological society around
them. Products of mass pro-
duction have tied many to
their jobs, in which, they re-
peat one small operation,
hundreds of times daily with
nothing to advance them
mentally, along with the un-
relenting pressure to excel in
profit making, thereby
, creat-
ing a treadmill that wears
them out. The kind of life,
with all its routine sameness,
brevity and emptiness causes
many to ask, is this all there
is to life?
In reality, the different cy-
cles in nature provide stabil-
ity and security to life and
not monotony. What if we
could not count upon the
sun’s rising at a certain time?
Or if we could not be sure
what season was to come
next? There could be no plan-
ning, no real work accom-
plished. There would be cha-
os and confusion.
There are certain things
inherent in us, certain repeti-
tions, without which one’s
mind and body will not func-
tion properly. A few of these
are — regular eating, sleep-
ing, bathing, dressing and
having a reasonable level of
work to do each day. Some
may seem to be mundane
chores at times, but one
would get sick if their regu-
larity is broken up.
Also, the regularity of
things causes one to desire
an established place to live, a
home. There are things that
need attention on a daily ba-
sis around the house. This
brings stability and a feeling
of security
.
Another aspect in which
the repetition of natural
things is seen as a necessity
are the supply of air, water
and food on which one is de-
pendent. In earth’s natural
purification system of evapo-
ration and condensation, life
is sustained.
Sunlight, wind and run-
ning water are sources of
energy and power which help
in the operation of electric
gadgets. This power is renew-
able and pollution free. The
natural cycles are many and
they are very complex. What-
ever new inventions one sees
are nothing more than the
application of principles al-
ready existing in nature.
The repetition of natural
cycles can affect one in such
a way that one’s sense of
hearing and seeing are not
satisfied but desire some-
thing new or novel. Despite
changing fashion, there is
nothing new in the events of
common day to day living.
There has been advance-
ment, regression, disappoint-
ment, oppression, corruption
and revolution, followed by
still more oppression and
corruption. People, in gen-
eral have had the same hopes,
desires and ambitions.
Generations of people
come and go but soon their
memory fades and is eclipsed
by those who are alive. Even
if any individual made a no-
table name or was outstand-
ing in beauty or ability, that
person is gone and probably
forgotten. Most people cannot
even remember the names of
their great grand-parents.
The pages of history are
filled with many names, but
thismeanslittleinthelivesof
people today
. Their influence
on others is gone. The very
fact that people try every-
thing within their power to be
remembered despite their
knowing that eventually they
will be forgotten show their
desire to live, even in memory
.
The temporariness of life
and the inability to gain per-
manence produces a feeling
of futility and causes one to
search for something differ-
ent only to find that it is the
‘same old story
.’
Stability comes when more
emphasis is given to relation-
ships than possessions,
strengthening the old and
buildingnew,giveshappiness.
Life’s situations keep
changing, so the prudent
course is to go about one’s
business using sound judge-
ment in dealing with the un-
pleasant aspects of daily life
and enjoy what one has now.
Just as roots of a plant are
hidden from view, but give
the plant stability and nour-
ishment. Similarly
, new expe-
riences and new learnings
help one to be properly root-
ed and balanced.
Even in the worst of times,
there may be things that pro-
vide moments of relief. A tar-
getachieved,adesirefulfilled,
a call from a friend, a tasty
meal, a good rest that proves
restorative, a glistening blue
sky and a refreshing breeze
— all of these and more may
come our way in a single day
for us to find satisfaction
amidstamonotonousroutine.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
L
Even in the worst of times,
there may be things that
provide moments of relief.
A target achieved, a
desire fulfilled, a call from
a friend, a tasty meal, a
good rest that proves
restorative, a glistening
blue sky and a refreshing
breeze — all of these and
more may come our way
in a single day for us to
find satisfaction amidst a
monotonous routine
Long ago, a
psychologist who was
a great observer of
nature wrote that life
is the same everyday.
The sun rises and sets,
the wind circles round and
round continuously, the
streams flow into the sea
REKHA KUMAR
The writer is a personal
development skills facilitator.
rekhakumar@protonmail.com
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PM Modi’s leadership critical in this fractured world: Schwab
Davos (ANI): Klaus
Schwab, Founder and
Executive Chairman,
WorldEconomicForum,
has said he met with the
Indian ministerial dele-
gation and many of its
top business leaders.
As per a statement,
Schwab said, “I had the
pleasure of meeting the
Indian ministerial del-
egation and many of its
top business leaders.” “I
commend the country’s
decisive action on the
climate case for renewa-
bles, its contribution to
the global healthcare
ecosystem, the focus on
an economic model for
women-led develop-
ment, and its leadership
on digital public infra-
structure. India re-
mains a bright spot
amid global geoeconom-
ics and geopolitical cri-
ses,” he added.
The WEF shares a 38-
year history with India
and looks forward to
continued partnership
with the country dur-
ing its G20 presidency
under the leadership of
PM Narendra Modi, the
forum said in a state-
ment. India is promot-
ing a just and equitable
growth for all in the
world during its G20
presidency
.
“India’s G20 presi-
dency comes at a cru-
cial time, PM Modi’s
leadership is critical in
this fractured world,”
Schwab said.
The World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting
2023 comes as multiple
crises deepen divisions
and fragment the geopo-
litical landscape. The
WEF is an independent
international organiza-
tion committed to im-
proving the state of the
world by engaging busi-
ness, political, academ-
ic and other leaders of
society to shape global,
regional and industry
agendas.
In Davos, world lead-
ers continue progress
onsolutionsforthemost
pressing crises affecting
the world. Governments
and business must ad-
dress people’s immedi-
ate, critical needs while
also laying the ground-
work for a more sustain-
able, resilient world by
the end of the decade.
The programme si-
multaneously address-
es immediate crises and
long-term future chal-
lenges and helps set the
scene for India’s G20
presidency
.
WEF founder Klaus Schwab speaks to PM Narendra Modi at WEF’s Davos Agenda through video conferencing.  —FILE PHOTO
India’s G20
presidency comes at a
crucial time, Prime
Minister Modi’s
leadership is critical in
this fractured world.
Klaus Schwab,
Founder and Executive Chairman,
World Economic Forum
“Pakisolated,worldunderstood
whereterrorismstartsfrom”
Ghazipur (PTI): BJP
National President JP
Nadda on Friday said
“Pakistan has been iso-
lated” and the world has
understoodwhereterror-
ism is emanating from.
Nadda, whose term
as BJP chief was ex-
tended till June 2024 at
party’s national execu-
tive meet, also praised
India’s foreign policy,
which now “supports
our defence forces”.
During an interaction
with ex-servicemen, Na-
dda said, “Today Paki-
stan has been isolated in
the world ‘kyonki duni-
ya ko samajh aa gaya
hai ki aatankvaad ki ja-
nani kahan hai’ (as the
world has understood
where terrorism ema-
nates from). The world
has also understood
how India has fought
against terrorism.”
He also showered
praise on PM Narendra
Modi and said, “Who is
that prime minister to
have celebrated Diwali
with the jawans at the
border. This is a mes-
sage not only for the
jawans posted at the na-
tion’s border. The prime
minister and 130 crore
people of the country
are standing with you.
“PM Narendra Modi
is of the view that when
the Army becomes
strong, then the coun-
try becomes strong and
the country is secured.”
He said the biggest
change that happened
under Modi govt “is that
our foreign policy sup-
ports our defence forces
today
. PM Modi has con-
veyed to the world that
neither India supports
any kind of terrorism
nor will it tolerate it”.
“Today
, India is trans-
forming from the point
of view of the Army
and the border. Today is
that India which you
have not seen earlier...
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has taken
tough decisions to pro-
tect the country. I take
pride in the fact that
India’s Army is consid-
ered to be the most pow-
erful in the world. Be it
any type of crisis, the
jawans of India have
protected us and the
borders,” Nadda said.
Nadda also hit out at
previous governments
at the Centre on defence
procurement and said,
“Before Modiji’s gov-
ernment, there were no
purchases. Our ‘fauji
bhaai’ (jawan brothers)
were in trouble but no
concern was expressed.
“There were scams in
the purchases of sub-
marines, helicopters,
fighter jets and bullet-
proof jackets. But after
Narendra Modi came
(to power), the Army
has been equipped.”
Nadda said, “(Earlier)
oursoldiersguardingthe
frontlines in Poonch had
to wait for orders before
replying to the enemy’s
bullet as it used to reach
Delhi after crossing
three reporting stations
in Nagrota, Ambala and
Chandi Mandir. After
Modiji became PM, the
soldiers were provided
authority to reply to en-
emybulletsinrealtime.”
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national president JP Nadda with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath during his visit to Kashi Vishwanath Temple, in Varanasi on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
BJP CHIEF COINS
‘HIRA’ TO HIGHLIGHT
MODI GOVT’S FOCUS
Ghazipur: BJP National
President JP Nadda on
Friday gave a new term
HIRA’ to the development
lexicon, highlighting that
the central government’s
focus has been on high-
ways, internet, railways
and airways. Nadda also
said when the entire
world is reeling under
a financial crisis, India
has become the world’s
fifth-largest economy,
surpassing Britain.
GUJARAT JEWELLER
CARVES PM MODI’S
BUST IN GOLD
Surat: A local jeweller
has carved a bust of PM
Narendra Modi, weighing
156 gm in 18-carat gold
to commemorate the
BJP’s landslide victory
in the recently held state
Assembly election. As
the BJP won 156 out of
182 seats in the polls
held in December, the
weight of the PM’s gold
bust was kept at 156 gm,
said Basant Bohra, owner
of Radhika Chains.
JP NADDA, YOGI
ADITYANATH ENJOY
TEA IN KULHAD
Varanasi: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath and BJP National
President JP Nadda were
seen sipping pipping hot
tea from earthen kulhads
after offering prayers
at temples in the holy
city of Kashi. The BJP
leaders earlier performed
aarti and abhishek
at Kashi Vishwanath
Temple and Kaal Bhairav
Temple in Varanasi on
Friday morning.
l JP Nadda praises
India’s foreign policy,
which now “supports
our defence forces”
l BJP National Prez
also showers praise
on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
BHARAT JODO YATRA
Rahul Gandhi-led march
reaches its last leg in JK
Kathua (ANI): Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Friday expressed
happiness on reaching
JK on Thursday for
the final leg of his
Bharat Jodo Yatra.
“It is a great pleasure
to reach Jammu and
Kashmir as I go back to
my home, where my an-
cestors had their roots. I
am learning about and
understanding more of
me,everystate,mycoun-
try
,” the Congress leader
said in a tweet in Hindi.
Congress’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra led by Rahul
Gandhi entered Jammu
on Thursday evening.
The Yatra entered the
region at Kathua’s
Lakhanpur area. Sup-
porters were seen car-
rying party flags and
torch lights as the Yatra
marched ahead later in
the evening (Thursday).
Former Chief Minis-
ter Farooq Abdullah,
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti, Na-
tional Conference (NC)
vice president Omar
Abdullah, Shiv Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut,
and CPI (M) leader Mo-
hamad Yousuf would
also participate in the
yatra at the different lo-
cations, the Congress
leaders said.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with supporters during the party’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Kathua, on Friday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
“LET ADMINISTRATION
DECIDE BJY ROUTE”
Srinagar: The Congress
wants to take the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, led by Rahul
Gandhi, through the interi-
ors of the Kashmir valley,
but has left the decision
on the route of the foot
march to security agen-
cies and the Jammu and
Kashmir (JK) adminis-
tration, a local Congress
leader Chetan Chauhan
has said here on Friday.
CPI-M SAYS NO TO
BHARAT JODO YATRA
Thiruvananthapuram:
The CPI-M on Friday said
that it will not take part in
the concluding events of
Rahul Gandhi-led Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Kashmir.
However as per reports, it
will hold a combined rally
in Tripura, which goes
to the polls next month.
The CPI-M has decided
to duck the concluding
celebrations of the Yatra.
SC TO SET UP FRESH 5-JUDGE BENCH TO
HEAR POLYGAMY  ‘NIKAH HALALA’ PLEAS
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday
said that it will set up a 5-judge bench to
hear pleas challenging the constitutional va-
lidity of polygamy and ‘nikah halala’ practice
among Muslims. A bench took note of the
submissions of lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay,
who has filed one of the PILs on the issue.
FIR LODGED IN RAPE, FORCEFUL ABORTION
CASE AFTER COURT’S INTERVENTION
Gandhinagar: Gujarat Police, after a court’s intervention,
registered an FIR in a case pertaining to rape, kidnapping,
and forceful abortion of a woman in Banaskantha. The police
have named eight persons, including the victim’s brother, in
the FIR lodged on Thursday. The victim had fallen in love with
one Mukesh Vaghela and both got married in October 2021.
Their marriage was not accepted by the victim’s family.
IN THE COURTYARD
GODDESS KALI
POSTER ROW: SC’S
REPRIEVE TO LEENA
New Delhi: In a reprieve to
filmmaker Leena Manime-
kalai, the Supreme Court on
Friday protected her from
coercive action in connection
with multiple FIRs registered
against her in various states
over a controversial poster
of her documentary film
‘Kali’. The poster, allegedly
showing goddess Kali smok-
ing a cigarette, attracted
criticism and led to filing of
FIRs against her. A bench
issued notices to the Centre
and govts of several states.
JDU-RJD are together in Bihar sans
any faith on Nitish vis-a-vis Tejashwi!
Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has given a limit
till 2025 to his ally Rash-
triya Janata Dal and
said that Tejashwi Ya-
dav will lead the Grand
Alliance in the 2025
elections. But Tejash-
wi’s party does not have
to wait till that time,
rather his party is not
ready to wait even till
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. An informed RJD
leader has claimed that
the party is feeling that
Nitish will take his re-
venge on the BJP in the
2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and then side with
the BJP again. Many
RJD leaders believe
that Nitish has made
RJD a weapon against
the BJP to avenge the
2020 assembly elections.
Keep in mind that in
the 2020 assembly elec-
tions, Chirag Paswan of
Lok Janshakti Party
fielded his candidates
against all the candi-
dates of Nitish’s party.
He had the indirect sup-
port of the BJP
. Chirag’s
candidates defeated
JDU candidates on
more than 30 seats, re-
ducing Nitish’s party to
43 seats. Thus, Nitish
Kumar wants to take re-
venge from BJP and can
do this work only by tak-
ing RJD and Congress
together. If the grand
alliance of these three
parties fights together,
then BJP can suffer a
major loss. RJD is feel-
ing that JDU’s only aim
is to reduce BJP’s ma-
jority by making it lose
some seats in the Lok
Sabha elections. After
that, JDU can go with
BJP on its own terms.
That’s why pressure is
being created from RJD
that Tejashwi should be
made the Chief Minis-
ter even before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with State Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi
Yadav at a function, in Patna recently.  —FILE PHOTO
TN BJP passes
resolution
against Stalin
Chennai (ANI): Tamil
Nadu BJP on Friday
passed a resolution in its
executive
meeting at
Cuddalore
a g a i n s t
CM MK
S t a l i n
seekinghis
apology for ‘disrespect-
ful’remarksagainstGov-
ernor RN Ravi. This
comes after Stalin on
January 14 took a veiled
dig at Governor RN Ravi
without mentioning his
name during a Youth
wing event organised to
rememberDMKfounder
Peraringar Anna.
Delhigovtagainsends
teachers’filetoSaxena
New Delh (PTI): The
Delhi government has
“again sent” a proposal
to the Lt Governor VK
Saxena’s office to send
teachers of state-run
schools for a training
programme to Finland,
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said on
Friday, days after VK
Saxena allegedly reject-
ed a similar proposal.
Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal also
expressed hope that
permission would be
granted for the teachers
to travel abroad for the
programme.
The Delhi govern-
ment had alleged that
while returning the ear-
lier proposal, Saxena
asked them to first con-
duct a cost-benefit anal-
ysis of the programme.
Members of the AAP,
led by Atishi, protested
outside the Lt Gover-
nor’s residence last
week over the issue.
Manish Sisodia with JK
Cements Dy MD at a function.
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Mahesh Sharma
New Delhi: The Con-
gress party is competing
with the AAP across the
nation. Congress started
its work even before the
leaders of the Aam Aad-
miPartyreachedKarna-
taka and started declar-
ing their election agen-
da. Three months before
the announcement of
the elections, the party's
state president DK Shiv-
kumar announced that
if the Congress govt is
formed, every family
will get 200 units of elec-
tricity free of cost. The
BJP, the ruling party in
the state, was criticizing
this, and in the mean-
time, Congress General
Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra an-
nounced at a rally that if
the Congress govern-
ment is formed, the
women head of every
familywouldbegivenRs
2,000 per month. The
party also said that to
reduce the burden of
everyday expenses in-
cluding cooking gas, the
party will give this mon-
ey under 'Griha Laksh-
mi Yojana'. Similarly,
Congress may now an-
nounce to restore the old
pension scheme. It re-
mains to be seen wheth-
er Priyanka announces
this at her next rally, as
she did in Himachal
Pradesh, or if Rahul
makes the announce-
ment, after concluding
his journey in Jammu
and Kashmir when he
goes to the polls in Kar-
nataka. Meanwhile,
Congress leader from
Haryana and MP Deep-
ender Hooda has an-
nounced that after Ra-
jasthan, Chhattisgarh,
and Himachal, now it is
Haryana's turn. He has
said that the old pension
scheme will be imple-
mented in Haryana.
However, apart from giv-
ing free electricity and
two thousand rupees,
the Congress in Karna-
taka will also make
many announcements
of 'free reward. By the
time Kejriwal, after
completing the election
of Mayor, etc. in Delhi,
enters the Karnataka
elections, the Congress
would have announced
all the issues and set
the agenda. Since Con-
gress is in a strong posi-
tion in Karnataka, its
promises will be be-
lieved by the people.
Congress competing with AAP in Karnataka
HOPING TO SET AGENDA
Colombo (PTI): Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar announced
on Friday that India has
given the required as-
surances to debt-ridden
Sri Lanka for the much-
needed IMF bailout
package, becoming the
first major lender to
publicly back the island
nation's efforts to re-
cover from its worst-
ever economic crisis.
Jaishankar, who is
here on a two-day visit,
called on President Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe on
Friday morning and
also held talks with For-
eign Minister Ali Sabry
.
My primary purpose
to visit Colombo is to
express India's solidar-
ity with Sri Lanka dur-
ing these difficult mo-
ments, Jaishankar
said in a press state-
ment along with Sabry
.
We've had a very
good discussion that
follows up on my meet-
ings with my counter-
part and other Sri Lan-
kan ministers yester-
day (Thursday) even-
ing, he said.
India has extended
about USD 4 billion in
terms of credits and
rollovers to help Sri
Lanka get through
its worst economic
crisis since independ-
ence in 1948.
INDIA BACKS SRI LANKA TO
SECURE IMF BAILOUT PLAN
India has extended USD 4 billion in terms of credits  rollovers
S Jaishankar met Dinesh Gunawardena in Colombo on Friday.
—Image for representational purpose
Former Sri Lankan
presidents Mahinda
Rajapaksa and his
younger brother Gota-
baya Rajapaska on Fri-
day held discussions
with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
on a range of issues of
mutual interest and
thanked the Indian gov-
ernment for its stead-
fast commitment to as-
sisting Colombo during
its troubled times.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
73, fled Sri Lanka to the
Maldives on a Sri Lan-
ka Airforce plane in
July last year, as the
country plunged into
its worst economic.
''Called on former
President @PresRaja-
paksa today
. Discussed
the current challenges
faced by Sri Lanka and
India’sstrongsupportin
this hour of need,'' Jais-
hankar said in a tweet.
In September last
year, he was given spe-
cial security and a
state bungalow upon
his return here from
Thailand.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
an ex-military officer,
was appointed Sri Lan-
ka president in Novem-
ber 2019.
EAM Jaishankar meets Rajapaksa; latter
thanks India for supporting Sri Lanka
SRI LANKA CONVEYS
ITS 'PROFOUND'
GRATITUDE TO PM
MODI: FM TO EAM
Colombo (ANI): Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Ali Sabry on
Friday conveyed Sri Lanka’s
profound gratitude to PM
Modi, the Indian govern-
ment, EAM S Jaishankar and
the people of India for as-
sisting Sri Lanka in the face
of the economic crisis by
providing support amount-
ing to USD 4 billion. “We
are experiencing our most
serious economic crisis. It is
no exaggeration to say that
it was for the most part, the
enormous support amount-
ing to USD 4 billion worth of
credit line provided by India
for the import of essential
goods,” Sabry said.
Dehradun (PTI):
Snowfall and rain in
various parts of Utta-
rakhand on Friday in-
tensified the cold, add-
ing to the woes of peo-
ple from land subsid-
ence-hit Joshimath
living in temporary
relief camps.
Apart from Joshi-
math, located at a height
of around 6,000 feet,
many famous locations
inthehigheraltitudesof
ChamoliandRudrapray-
ag districts, including
Badrinath, skiing desti-
nation Auli, Kedarnath,
Hemkund Sahib, Nan-
da Devi National Park
also witnessed snow-
fall. Of the 47 villages
in the Chamoli district
affected by snowfall, 19
are in the Ghat sub-di-
vision, 13 in Joshimath,
eight in Gairsain and
seven in the Chamoli
sub-division, the Dis-
trict Disaster Manage-
ment office said.
Snowfall in Joshimath
adds to people’s misery
UTTARAKHAND CRISIS
DGP-IGP CONFERENCE CHAIRED BY SHAH
Srinagar (ANI): Jam-
mu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Friday laid the
foundation stone of
transit accommodation
for Kashmiri Pandit
Employees in the Ze-
wan area of Srinagar.
Kashmiri Pandits
working under the
Prime Minister’s Re-
construction Plan will
benefit from this plan,
the LG office said.
The housing colony
being constructed on
113 Kanals of land will
have 39 blocks compris-
ing 936 flats, the LG of-
fice has tweeted.
LG lays foundation
stone of 936-flat
accommodation
New Delhi (ANI): Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah on Friday chaired
the annual DGPs-IGPs
conference, aimed at
preparing a future road-
map for robust internal
security and a crack-
down against gangsters-
terror nexus as well as
cyber security, among
other major issues, here
in the national capital.
Organised by the In-
telligence Bureau (IB),
the three-day event
started at the Pusa In-
stitute in Delhi. Direc-
tor Generals of Police
and Inspector Gener-
als of Police from the
police forces across
the country as well as
from Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs),
and the National In-
vestigation Agency
(NIA), among others,
took part in the event
which will also be
chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
on Saturday and Sun-
day in the presence of
the Home Minister.
Future roadmap for internal
security among other agendas
New Delhi (PTI): Lt
Commander Disha Am-
rith, a woman naval air
operations official post-
ed at a strategic base,
will lead the Indian Na-
vy’s Republic Day con-
tingent of 144 young
sailors and its tableau
will showcase the ‘Nari
Shakti’ in force. A Bach-
elor of Engineering in
Computer Science from
BMS College of Engi-
neering, 29-year-old
Amrith was part of the
National Cadet Corps’s
Republic Day team in
2008 and harboured the
dream of being part of
the marching c o n -
tingents of
one of the
three ser-
vices at
the cele-
brations
i n
Del-
hi.
Woman naval air
operations officer
to lead Navy’s
R-Day contingent
New Delhi: Forty students staging a demonstration outside
DU’s Hansraj College against a “ban” on non-vegetarian
food were allegedly detained by
police on Friday, a students’ organi-
sation representative said. Scores of
protesters had gathered outside the
college to protest against the decision
but the students claimed that the col-
lege refused them entry and locked its gates. No immediate
response was available from the police.
New Delhi: Days after Congress leader Ajoy Kumar was
allegedly attacked in Tripura, the Election Commission on
Friday conveyed its “displeasure” to the state chief secre-
tary and police chief and asked them to explain as to why
the situation got escalated despite presence of sufficient
number central forces, sources said. The poll panel also
took “stringent” action against some officers “for not tak-
ing appropriate action in time”. It ordered suspension and
immediate removal of Jirania sub-division, West Tripura
sub divisional police officer.
HANSRAJ COLLEGE STUDENTS PROTEST
AGAINST BAN ON NON-VEGETARIAN FOOD
EC TAKES ACTION AGAINST TRIPURA OFFICIALS
OVER ALLEGED ATTACK ON CONGRESS LEADER
NEWS DIGEST
Arvind Kejriwal
Karnataka: Two
days after the Ker-
ala High Court
hauled up the
state government
for delay in recov-
ery of damages
caused by banned
Popular Front of
India (PFI) activ-
ists during a
bandh to protest
c o u n t r y w i d e
raids and arrest
of its leaders, rev-
enue officials on
Friday began at-
taching the prop-
erties of those PFI
activists who were
arrested.
Across the vari-
ous districts in the
state, right from
morning, revenue
officials along
with a large posse
of police officials
began action by
taking into posses-
sion houses and
properties of sev-
eral PFI activists.
Among those
whose assets was
taken over by the
state government
included former
general secretary
of PFI- Abdul Sa-
thar at Karunaga-
pally in Kollam
district whose
two-storied house
and 13 cents of
land was attached.
Kerala Govt
attaching
properties of
PFI activists
S Jaishankar met Gotabaya
Rajapaska on Friday.
Manoj Sinha lays the foundation stone for the construction of
transit accommodation for PM Package Employees, at Zewan, in
Srinagar on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
GOVT TO PROVIDE HEATERS TO AFFECTED FAMILIES
Joshimath: Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami, while
reviewing the ongoing relief work
in land subsidence-hit Joshimath,
directed the officials to provide
heaters and bonfires to the affect-
ed families who have been shifted
elsewhere in view of the cold wave.
JK: UDHAMPUR RECEIVES FRESH SNOWFALL
Udhampur: Residents in Jammu
and Kashmir's Udhampur woke
up to a blanket of snow on Friday
morning as the district received
a fresh snowfall. According to
IMD, light to moderate snowfall
and rainfall is expected in the
state this week.
DEMOLITION WORK
HALTED DUE TO SNOW
Joshimath: The demolition
of the structures declared
unsafe after being affected
by land subsidence in
Joshimath has come to a
halt due to heavy snowfall,
which has added to the
woes of the residents.
Their belongings, lying
outside Hotel Mount View
and Malari Inn, are cov-
ered in snow.
SDRF, POLICE ON ALERT,
SAYS CHAMOLI DM
Chamoli: Chamoli District
Magistrate Himanshu
Khurana said that teams of
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) and police
are on alert if any tragedy
arises due to heavy snow-
fall in Joshimath on Friday.
“All preparations are being
done so that people living
in Shivirs do not face any
problems,” he told ANI.
K'TAKA 'LOVE JIHAD'
CASE: ACCUSED
TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
SOLDIER SHOOTS
SELF IN JK'S
KUPWARA DISTRICT
Bengaluru: A Muslim man
in Karnataka, with whom a
Hindu woman — a moth-
er of four had allegedly
eloped, has been taken
into custody by the police,
an official said on Friday.
Prakash Gujarati, a resi-
dent of Gadag has alleged
that his wife Hemavathy,
had left him and married
Maqbool Bayabadaki. The
police are also ques-
tioning the woman who
eloped with the accused
and her daughter.
Srinagar: A soldier
shot himself to death on
Friday in JK’s Kupwara
district. Official sources
said Lance Naik Shiv
Kumar of 21 Rashtriya
Rifles (RR) shot himself
inside the Army camp
in the Handwara area of
Kupwara district. “He
was taken to the hospital
where doctors said he
was brought dead. “Police
have initiated inquest
proceedings under 174
CrPc”, sources said.
MAN DRAGGED ON
CAR BONNET FOR 1
KM IN ROAD RAGE
COBRA JAWAN
INJURED IN IED
BLAST IN J'KHAND
Bengaluru: A young
man was dragged on
the bonnet of a car for a
kilometre in a road rage
incident in Bengaluru
on Friday, police said.
The CCTV footage of the
incident has gone viral
on social media showing
one Darshan struggling
to stay put  struggling
to stop the car, allegedly
driven by a woman identi-
fied as Priyanka.
Chaibasa: A jawan of the
CoBRA battalion on Friday
suffered serious injuries
in an IED blast, suspected
to have been triggered
by Maoists, in a forest in
Jharkhand, a senior police
officer said. The injured
jawan was immediately
airlifted to a hospital in
Ranchi, he said. It was
the third such IED explo-
sion in the forest in the
past 15 days.
RESOLVE ISSUES
PM Narendra
Modi to attend
DGP-IGP
conference today
 tomorrow
Amit Shah chairs inaugural session of DGPs/IGPs Annual Conference, in New Delhi on Friday.
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 57,025.00 433.00 0.75 (Per 10g)
SILVER 69,208.00 990.00 1.43 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 81.18 0.18 0.22
GBPINR 100.12 0.26 0.26
CURRENCIES
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Gold prices
jumped by `433 to
`57,025 per 10 grams on
Friday amid a rally in the
metal in the global mar-
kets, according to HDFC
Securities. Silver also
zoomed `990 to `69,208
per kg. “Spot gold prices
in the Delhi markets trad-
ed at `57,025 per 10
grams, up `433 per 10
grams,” said an analyst at
HDFC Securities. In the
overseas markets, both
gold and silver were trad-
ing in green at $1,932 per
ounce and $24.02 per
ounce, respectively. —PTI
GOLD JUMPS `433;
SILVER RATES ALSO
GOES UP BY `990
Pune: KTM, which has a
manufacturing joint ven-
ture with Bajaj Auto, on
Friday said it will begin
selling the electric model
of the resurrected iconic
Chetak in the first quarter
of 2024 in Europe. The
50.1:49.9 joint venture
also rolled out the 1 mil-
lionth KTM bike from the
Chakan plant. KTM claims
to be the world’s No 1
premium motorbike
brand. The E-Chetak es-
pecially the second gen-
eration, is a great com-
muter product for a mar-
ket like Europe. If every-
thing goes as planned we
should be selling this e-
scooter in Europe from
early 2024.  —PTI
KTM PLANNING TO
SELL E-CHETAK IN
EUROPE FROM 2024
New Delhi: Union Bank of
India on Friday reported
two-fold jump in stan-
dalone profit at `2,245
crore for third quarter
ended December 2022
helped by decline in bad
loans. The bank had post-
ed a net profit of `1,085
crore in the same quarter
a year ago. Total income
increased to `24,154
crore in the latest Decem-
ber quarter from `19,454
crore in the year-ago peri-
od, Union Bank of India
said in a regulatory filing
on Friday.  —PTI
UNION BANK THIRD
QTR PROFIT NEARLY
DOUBLES TO `2.2K CR
Washington: Tanishq has
entered the American
market and its first store,
in New Jersey’s Little In-
dia, was inaugurated by
Senator Robert Menen-
dez. “Oak Tree road is the
jewelry capital of New
Jersey,” Menendez, Chair-
man of the powerful For-
eign Relations Committee
said. While Oak Tree Road
has more than a dozen
jewelry stores, mostly
owned by Indian Ameri-
cans, Menendez said the
arrival of Tanishq at this
Indian shopping destina-
tion is significant and dif-
ferent from others. —PTI
TANISHQ ENTERS US
MARKET; 1st STORE
INAUGURATED
*Rates till the edition went to print.
IRDAI SAYS INSURANCE
SECTOR NEEDS `50K
CRORE CAPITAL/YEAR
Mumbai: The insurance indus-
try will need a capital infusion
of `50,000 crore per year to
double its pen-
etration in the
next five years,
Irdai’s chief De-
basish Panda
said on Friday. Panda appealed
to business conglomerates to
channelise funds into the sector,
saying the return on equity is at
a healthy 14% for life insurers
and 16% for non-life, while in
the case of top five companies
it goes up to 20% as well. It
can be noted that the insurance
sector is a very competitive
industry, with nearly two dozen
life insurance companies and
over 30 non-life ones. —PTI
EPFO ADDS 16.26 LAKH
NET SUBSCRIBERS IN
NOVEMBER 2022
New Delhi: Retirement fund
body EPFO added 16.26 lakh
subscribers on a net basis in
November
2022, which is
16.5% higher
compared to a
year ago, the
labour ministry said on Friday.
The provisional payroll data
of Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) released on
Friday by the ministry high-
lighted that the EPFO has added
16.26 lakh net members in the
month of November 2022. The
data indicate a 25.67% increase
in net additions compared to
the previous month in October
2022, a labour ministry state-
ment said.  —PTI
OTHER STORIES
JIO PROFIT RISES 28.3% Y-o-Y TO `4,638
CRORE IN Q3, REVENUE UP 19 PER CENT
New Delhi: Reliance Jio on Friday reported a 28.3% rise in its third-
quarter net profit to `4,638 crore. The
firm had a net profit of `3,615 crore in
October-December 2021. Revenue rose
to `22,993 crore in October-December
2022 from `19,347 crore a year back.
Wheras Reliance Industries Ltd reported
a 15% drop in its net profit to `15,792
crore for the third quarter. —FIB
WEF CHAIRMAN SAYS
‘INDIA BRIGHT SPOT AMID GLOBAL CRISES’
Davos (PTI): Lauding PM
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship in a fractured world,
the WEF’s Founder and Ex-
ecutive Chairman Klaus
Schwab said India is a
bright spot amid the global
crisis.
Schwab said India is pro-
moting a just and equitable
growth for all in the world
during its G20 presidency,
while also making signifi-
cant progress on the most
pressing domestic chal-
lenges. “India’s G20 presi-
dency comes at a crucial
time, PM Modi’s leadership
is critical in this fractured
world,” Schwab said.
The WEF also issued a
statement and said it values
its nearly 40-year collabora-
tive history with India and
looks forward to continued
cooperation with the coun-
try during its G20 presiden-
cy under PM Modi’s leader-
ship. The WEF said its an-
nual meeting is taking
place at a time when multi-
ple crises have deepened
divisions and fragmented
the geopolitical landscape.
Governments and busi-
nesses must address peo-
ple’s immediate, critical
needs while also laying the
groundwork for a more sus-
tainable, resilient world by
the end of the decade, lead-
ers have said here.
“I commend the coun-
try’s decisive action on the
climate case for renewa-
bles, its contribution to the
global healthcare ecosys-
tem, the focus on an eco-
nomic model for women-
led development, and its
leadership on digital pub-
lic infrastructure. India
remains a bright spot amid
global geoeconomics and
geopolitical crises,”
Schwab said.
Davos (PTI): Asking the world to be pragmatic and collaborate,
IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva on Friday said fragmentation can
cost up to 7% of the global GDP. “If we don’t unite now, we’ll face
significant risk to the economy and people’s wellbeing,” she said.
The International Monetary Fund MD said if we look at medium-
term growth prospects, how we handle the supply chain issues,
that will decide our future prospects. She said her message to
the world is to “be pragmatic and collaborate”. Asked what will
take the IMF to upgrade its global growth forecast, she said, “Last
year, we downgraded the growth projections three times and not
downgrading further itself is good news at the moment.”
FRAGMENTATION CAN COST 7% OF GLOBAL
GDP; BE PRAGMATIC  COLLABORATE: IMF
Sustaining 19.5% growth in direct
taxmop-upmaybedifficult:Source
New Delhi (PTI): Sustain-
ing the current 19.5%
growth rate in income and
corporate tax collections
may be difficult in next fis-
cal year given headwinds
from a slowing world and
high base effect, a govern-
ment source said.
Net direct taxes, which
are made up of personal
income tax and the tax lev-
ied on corporate earnings,
have seen a record growth
in current fiscal year, top-
ping up the numbers pro-
jected in the Budget.
The expected lower nom-
inal GDP growth in 2023-24
on the back of threats of
global recession could im-
pact income tax collection,
the government source told
reporters. The net direct
tax collection grew 19.55%
to `12.31 lakh crore till Jan-
uary 10. This is 86.68% of
the Budget estimates for
current fiscal year.
The forthcoming Budget
will have revised revenue
estimates for current fiscal
year as well as tax collec-
tion estimates for the next
year. “It would be difficult
to maintain current 19.5%
growth rate in net direct
taxes in 2023-24,” the source
said.
Govt may announce PLI
scheme for more sectors
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment is likely to extend
fiscal incentives for pro-
duction of toys, bicycles
and leather and footwear
in the forthcoming budget
as it looks to expand PLI
scheme to cover more
high-employment poten-
tial sectors, sources said.
The government has al-
ready rolled out the scheme
with an outlay of about `2
lakh crore for as many as 14
sectors, including automo-
biles and auto components,
white goods, pharma etc.
The scheme aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competitive
and create global champi-
ons in manufacturing, and
it is yielding solid results,
sources said.
A proposal to extend PLI
scheme benefits to differ-
ent sectors such as toys and
leather are at advanced
stages of finalisation and
there is a likelihood that it
may figure in Budget, they
added.
Ministry allows
installation of
telecom infra on
defence land
New Delhi (PTI): The De-
fence Ministry has eased
rules for rolling out mobile
towers, optical fibre and
other telecom infrastruc-
ture gears in its area in
line with the “Right of Way
(RoW)” Rules notified by
the Telecom Ministry in
2016. A copy of the new
rules uploaded on Gati
Shakti Portal on Thursday
replaces “shared commu-
nication tower and other
telecom infrastructure to
extend communication
network in military sta-
tion/cantonments” issued
in February 2018.
As per the new rule, “...
Any application received
for installation of under/
overground telecom infra-
structure of defence land
shall henceforth be pro-
cessed in accordance with
the Indian Telegraph Right
of Way Rules 2016 (as
amended from time to
time) formulated by the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations” with some addi-
tional conditions.
For installation in areas
inside cantonments, the
Cantonment Board will
have to seek prior NoC
from the organisation un-
der whose management the
defence land is placed.
Sensex  Nifty fall for second day on
global economic slowdown concerns
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark Sensex and Nifty
ended lower for the second
day in a row on Friday
amid weak trend in the
US markets and losses in
index major Reliance
Industries and Hindustan
Unilever.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 236.66 points or
0.39% to settle at 60,621.77.
During the day, it fell 273.18
points or 0.44% to 60,585.25.
The broader NSE Nifty
went lower by 80.20 points
or 0.44% to end at 18,027.65.
From the Sensex pack,
Hindustan Unilever, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finance, Nes-
tle, Bajaj Finserv, Reliance
Industries, Larsen  Tou-
bro, Maruti, Infosys and
Bharti Airtel were the ma-
jor laggards. Power Grid,
HDFC Bank, HDFC, ITC,
Tata Motors, ICICI Bank
and State Bank of India
were among the gainers.
HUL SHARES FALL
NEARLY 4%; M-CAP
TANKS `23,941.91 CR
New Delhi (PTI): Shares of Hin-
dustan Unilever Ltd ended nearly
4% lower on Friday as investors
preferred to desert the counter
amid concerns over increase in
royalty. The stock went lower
by 3.84% to settle at `2,548.35
apiece on the BSE. During the
day, it fell 4.28% to `2,536.65.
On the NSE, it declined 3.76%
to end at `2,550 per share. The
company’s market valuation also
eroded by `23,941.91 crore to
`5,98,758.09 crore on the BSE.
` GAINS 18 PAISE TO
CLOSE AT 81.18
AGAINST US DOLLAR
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee ap-
preciated 18 paise to close at
81.18 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Friday on broad
dollar weakness. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the lo-
cal unit opened strong at 81.24,
and settled for the day at 81.18
(provisional), registering a rise of
18 paise over its previous close.
During the trading session, the
local unit witnessed an intra-day
high of 81.09 and a low of 81.28
against the American currency.
Forex reserves rise to five-
month high of $572 billion
Mumbai (PTI): India’s fo-
rex reserves zoomed by
$10.417 billion to $572 bil-
lion as on January 13, mak-
ing it one of the biggest
weekly jumps in the kitty
in recent times.
In the previous reporting
week, the overall reserves
had dropped by $1.268 bil-
lion to $561.583 billion. In
October 2021, the country’s
forex kitty reached an all-
time high of $645 billion.
The reserves have been de-
clining as the central bank
deploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments.
In October 2022, the re-
serves had swelled by
$14.721 billion during a
week. For the reporting
week, the foreign currency
assets, a major component
of the reserves, increased
by $9.078 billion to $505.519
billion, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supple-
ment released by the RBI
on Friday
.
GOOGLE ANNOUNCES 12,000 JOB CUTS
New York (PTI): Google
will lay off 12,000 jobs
across the globe, its CEO
Sundar Pichai announced
on Friday, becoming the
latest tech giant after Mi-
crosoft, Facebook and Am-
azon to retrench staff en
mass amid the global eco-
nomic downturn.
In an email to employees,
the CEO said: “I have some
difficult news to share.
We’ve decided to reduce
our workforce by approxi-
mately 12,000 roles.”
Pichai said the layoffs at
Google were carried out af-
ter a “rigorous review” of
its operations.
The jobs being eliminat-
ed “cut across Alphabet,
product areas, functions,
levels and regions,” he
said. “I’m deeply sorry for
that. The fact that these
changes will impact the
lives of Googlers weighs
heavily on me, and I take
full responsibility for the
decisions that led us here,”
he elaborated.
CEO SUNDAR PICHAI SAYS ‘SORRY’
SWIGGY LAYS OFF 380
EMPLOYEES
New Delhi (PTI): Online food
delivery platform Swiggy on
Friday laid off 380 employees as
part of a “restructuring exercise”
citing challenging macroeco-
nomic conditions, with its CEO
Sriharsha Majety saying that
overhiring was a case of “poor
judgement” where he should
have done better. In an internal
email, Majety, Co-Founder and
CEO, also said the company will
shut down its meat marketplace
very soon. According to him,
Swiggy will continue to offer
meat delivery through Instamart
and stay invested in all other new
verticals. Majety said the growth
rate has slowed down versus the
company’s projections.
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Thane (PTI): The Ma-
harashtra govern-
ment’s City and Indus-
trial Development Cor-
poration (CIDCO) on
Friday said it has made
changes in its recon-
struction policy where-
in a building can be
redeveloped with the
consent of only 51%
members of a housing
society instead of the
earlier 100%. As per
the directives of Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de and his deputy Dev-
endra Fadanvis, the
CIDCO has adopted the
procedures laid down
by Maharashtra gov-
ernment and amended
its building recon-
struction policy, it said
in a release.
“The CIDCO has in-
cluded a provision that
the building can be re-
constructed with the
consent of only 51% of
themembersof thehous-
ingsocietyinsteadof the
earlier 100%,” the town
planning authority in
Navi Mumbai said. Gen-
erally
, plots are allotted
on lease by the CIDCO,
subject to the provisions
of the Navi Mumbai Dis-
posal of Land Regula-
tions, 2008 (earlier, New
Bombay Disposal of
Land Regulations, 1975).
As per the lease
agreement, a housing
society needs to obtain
prior written permis-
sion from the CIDCO
for demolishing the ex-
isting structure and
constructing a new
building in its place. In
order to facilitate faster
reconstruction of old
buildings on CIDCO
plots in Navi Mumbai,
this important decision
has been taken,
it added.
Only 51% majority needed for building redevelopment
CONSENT A PRIORITY
 —PIC FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY
New decision will facilitate faster
reconstruction of old buildings on
CIDCO plots in Navi Mumbai
Stargazing near Ajanta
caves now a reality,
facility inaugurated
Aurangabad (PTI): A
stargazing facility at
the famed Ajanta view
point in Aurangabad
was inaugurated virtu-
ally by state tourism
minister Mangal Prab-
hat Lodha on Friday, an
official said.
The stargazing facili-
ty
, near the World Herit-
age site, is being man-
aged by Maharashtra
Tourism Development
Corporation (MTDC),
he said.
“Tourists can see a
wide array of stars us-
ing telescopes. We have
trained two youths to
act as guides. The star-
gazing facility will be
open from 6 pm every
day for two to three
hours. The initiative is
free for now but a ticket-
ing system may be put
in place later,” MTDC
regional manager Deep-
ak Harne said. Self-help
groups are being tapped
to provide food to tour-
ists at the site, MTDC
general manager Chan-
drashekhar Jaiswal
said.
“A memorandum of
understanding is in pro-
cess between MGM Uni-
versity and MTDC for
this project.
HC rejects Rapido’s
plea challenging govt
order on bike taxi ban
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court on Friday
rejected a petition filed
by Roppen Transporta-
tion Services, also
known as Rapido, chal-
lenging a state govern-
ment order refusing it
a license to ply bike
taxis.
A division bench of
Justices Gautam Patel
and SG Dige said it
found no merits in the
petition of the bike taxi
aggregator firm.
“We fail to see how
any aggregator can lay
claim to be allowed to
operate bike taxi ser-
vices without license or
without compliance of
the guidelines issued by
the Union govern-
ment,” the court said.
Rapido had moved
the HC against a com-
munication from the
Pune Regional Trans-
port Office (RTO) on
December 29, 2022, re-
fusing them a bike taxi
aggregator license on
the grounds that there
was no state policy on
licensing of bike taxis
or fare structure.
The court further
said the petitioner com-
pany had failed to dem-
onstrate that the want
of a policy on a bike
taxi scheme was an in-
sufficient ground to re-
ject their application
for license.
“We are not satisfied
that only for want of a
policy, the license was
rejected. We see no mer-
it in the petition. We
reject the petition.
There will be no order
as to cost,” the court ob-
served in its order.
Sugarproductiontofall
thisseason:Co-opleader
First India Bureau
Aurangabad: Sugar
production in Maha-
rashtra could see a drop
this season, said an offi-
cial from the National
Federation of Co-opera-
tive Sugar Factories Ltd
(NFCSF), citing an ex-
tended monsoon and a
“lack of sunlight” last
year as possible reasons
for the downturn.
NFCSFisanumbrella
organization of sugar
cooperativesfromacross
the country
. Its chair-
man,JaiprakashDande-
gaonkar on Friday said
that adverse climatic
conditions in 2022 af-
fected sugarcane yield
in several areas of the
state.
“The rain stayed for a
long time, there was wa-
terlogging in sugarcane
fields. This was an issue
in many parts of the
state. There was also
less sunlight last year
whichadverselyimpact-
ed the growth of sugar-
cane,” he said.
Sugarcane produc-
tion has come down to
nearly25tonnesperacre
from about 40 tonnes in
the last season, he said.
Sugarcane production
in Maharashtra in the
2021-22 season stood at
1,321 lakh tonnes.
CENTRE PLANS TO INCENTIVIZE
PHARMARD,DCGI SOMANI SAYS
LikePLI,Research-LinkedIncentiveschemewillboostproductioninbiotech
First India Bureau
Nagpur: The Centre is
all set to introduce a re-
search linked incentive
programme shaped on
the lines of the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme to boost
research and develop-
ment of biotech prod-
ucts in the country
, said
Dr VG Somani, Drugs
Controller General of
India on Friday
. PLI
scheme aims to give
companies incentives
on incremental sales
from products manufac-
tured in domestic units.
Somani was speaking
on the first day of the
72nd Indian Pharma-
ceutical Congress in
Nagpur. The three-day
event will cover various
issues related to the
pharmaceutical indus-
try, academia and com-
munity pharmacy and
will be attended by del-
egates from India and
abroad.
Theaccomplishments
of the Indian pharma-
ceutical sector during
the COVID years were a
huge boon for society,
said Somani, who heads
India’s apex drug regu-
latory agency Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO).
“Firstly, the urgency
to identify the virus
(coronavirus) and sec-
ondly to develop vac-
cine, medicines and di-
agnostics for COVID-19
was not an ordinary
challenge. But, with the
encouragement from
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the Indian
pharmaceutical indus-
try accepted this chal-
lenge and successfully
developed the vaccine
that not only saved mil-
lions of lives in India
but also in several other
parts of the globe,” said
Somani.
Underscoring the im-
portance of policy re-
forms, innovation, and
research and develop-
ment, he said the gov-
ernment has taken sev-
eral initiatives to aid
innovative research and
establish appropriate
ecosystems.
To enhance the capa-
bilities of the domestic
pharma industry and
help it establish itself in
the global market, Som-
ani said, the Centre is
“all set” to introduce a
Research Linked Incen-
tive (RLI) scheme
shaped on the lines of
the PLI programme to
cover “RD costs for bi-
otech products”.
Somani said the phar-
ma industry has experi-
enced numerous regula-
tory developments and
several pharmaceutical
companies are rethink-
ing their regulatory ap-
proval and drug devel-
opment strategies.
THE 2013 POLICY
Lathi charge as
rival Sena
groups clash
First India Bureau
Nashik: Members of
Shiv Sena’s rival fac-
tions clashed in Deola-
ligaon on Thursday
evening, leading to ten-
sion in the area for
some time, police
sources said. The police
resorted to mild lathi-
charge to disperse
workers of the Shiv
Sena Uddhav Balasa-
heb Thackeray and the
Balasahebanchi Shiv
Sena, they said. No in-
juries were reported in
the clash. The Fight
broke out at a meeting
of different political
parties called to plan
the celebrations of Shiv
Jayanti.
Activists of the two
Senas were also present
at the meeting and they
got into an argument
over some issues re-
garding celebrations.
The Research Linked Incentive (RLI) scheme will be shaped on the lines of the PLI programme.
ENCOURAGED
BY THE PRIME
MINISTER
Firstly, the urgency
to identify the
virus (coronavirus)
and secondly to de-
velop vaccine, medi-
cines and diagnos-
tics for COVID-19
was not an ordinary
challenge. But, with
the encouragement
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
the Indian pharma-
ceutical industry
accepted this
challenge and suc-
cessfully developed
the vaccine that not
only saved millions
of lives in India but
also in several other
parts of the globe,
said Dr VG Somani.
Dr VG Somani —FILE PHOTO
‘STEALTH AND FEARLESSNESS’
Personnel are seen aboard
the submarine Vagir, which
will be commissioned
into the Indian Navy on
Monday, at the Mazagon
Docks on Friday. Also
called ‘Sand Shark’, Vagir
was delivered to the
Navy on December 20,
and represents ‘Stealth
and Fearlessness’—
two qualities that are
synonymous with the
ethos of a submariner, a
Navy release said.
Rapido had moved the
HC against an RTO
order refusing them a
bike taxi aggregator
license on the
grounds that there
was no state policy on
its licensing
It is ob-
served
that use
of non-transport
vehicles as trans-
port vehicles is on
the rise enormous-
ly and raises seri-
ous practical and
security concerns
and may cause se-
rious threat to the
road safety of the
general public
and passengers at
large.
—Bombay High Court
Sugarcane production has dropped 37% in the last season.
—FILE
PHOTO
The stargazing facility, near
the World Heritage site, is
expected to further boost
tourism.  —FILE PHOTO
The rain stayed for a long time, there was
waterlogging in sugarcane fields. This was
an issue in many parts of the state. There
was also less sunlight last year which adversely im-
pacted the growth of sugar cane.
—Jaiprakash Dandegaonkar, Chairman, NFCSF
The best part of setting a goal
and achieving it, is not in the
reward or recognition, but in
what you become due to it.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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The second day of
Jaipur Literature Festival
witnessed an impressive
line-up of speakers
enthral patrons. Jaipur
reverberated with the
best of ideas, music and
events with visitors
enjoying a truly
immersive insight at
Clarks Amer on Friday!
aipur Lit-
e r a t u r e
Fest, or
JLF, as the
holy grail
of fests is
popularly
known, witnessed a
magical response on
Day 2, to our delight.
The 16th edition is
being held between
19th - 23rd January,
2023 with its charac-
teristic flavour, sub-
stance and scale,
bringing together
writers, readers,
connoisseurs, influ-
encers, and
t h i n k e r s .
Apart from
being a tem-
porary home
to some of the
best authors
from around the
world, JLF is abuzz-
ing with discus-
sions in its regular
format at Hotel
Clarks Amer, Jaipur.
The second day
opened at Hotel
Clarks Amer, Jaipur
with a powerful Car-
natic music perfor-
mance by Aditya
Prakash accompa-
nied by the violin
and the mridanga.
At the Festival on
Friday, author
Tripurdaman Singh,
celebrated author
and politician Shashi
Tharoor discussed
the crisis of democ-
racy.
Philanthropist and
writer Sudha Murty
in conversation with
renowned journalist
Mandira Nayar dis-
cussed Murty’s first
publishing experi-
ence when she was
29.
Hindi, spoken in
several countries in
the world today, has
acquired diverse rep-
ertoires deriving
from cultural and
linguistic interac-
tions with the ambi-
ent environment.
Celebrated personal-
ities – iconic poet,
lyricist and screen-
writer Javed Akhtar
and acclaimed actor
and social ac-
tivist Shabana
Azmi dis-
cussed the dif-
ferences and
similarities
between their
respective fathers - po-
ets Jan Nisar Akhtar
and Kaifi Azmi - and
their perspectives on
love and romance.
One of India’s most
respected scriptwrit-
ers, directors, and
leading poets, Gulzar
was in conversation
with award-winning
translator, writer,
and literary histori-
an Rakhshanda Jalil,
to discuss A Poem a
Day
, a volume of In-
dian poetry selected
and translated by
Gulzar.
JLF 2023 is a con-
fluence of the world’s
most renowned au-
thors and writers.
Essentially, it’s a hub
for like-minded indi-
viduals to connect
and exchange ideas.
MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
J
(L-R) Janina, Elena, Clara, Sophia and Vera captured while capturing
Javed Akhtar and Shabana Azmi during their session on ‘Daaera and Dhanak:
Companion Volumes of Nazm by Kaifi Amzi and Jan Nisar Akhtar’
—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO  SUNIL SHARMA
A visitor admiring the aesthetic
jewellery at the festival
The lovely literature enthusiasts posing for the camera at the festival
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