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	1. TOUGH TIMES AHEAD?
HC  ORDERS ENQUIRY INTO HOW BJP’S SOMAIYA GOT COPY
OF ORDER IN CASE AGAINST FORMER MINISTER MUSHRIF
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High court on Friday
ordered an enquiry into
how BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya obtained a
copy of an order passed
by a magistrate in a
case where former Ma-
harashtra minister
Hasan Mushrif is
among the accused.
A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Sharmila
Deshmukh directed the
principal district judge
of Pune to conduct the
enquiry
.
It was a “serious mat-
ter” to find out how
somebody who is not a
party to the proceed-
ings got a judicial order
copy without applying
for a certified copy, the
bench said.
The HC was hearing
a plea filed by Mushrif,
a NCP leader, seeking
the quashing of a First
Information Report reg-
istered against him in
Kolhapur for alleged
cheating.
The petition also
claimed that Somaiya
got a copy of a sum-
mons issued by a mag-
istrate against some
accused in the case
even though he was not
a litigant.
Somaiya had levelled
corruption allegations
against Mushrif.
The FIR is related to
alleged collection of
money from the mem-
bers of a cooperative
sugar factory in west-
ern Maharashtra’s Kol-
hapur district.
As per the complaint
filed by a member of
Kolhapur’s Santaji
Ghorpade sugar facto-
ry, the NCP leader alleg-
edly asked members to
deposit Rs 10,000 each
and promised sugar
worth the amount. But
they did not get any
sugar, it alleged.
Kirit Somaiya —FILE PHOTO
It was a “serious
matter” to find out
how somebody who
is not a party to the
proceedings got a
judicial order copy
Thanekars' support for Uddhav,
Sena assured,claims Raut
First India Bureau
Thane: Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut on Friday said
he was confident the
people of Thane will
remain with his
party chief Uddhav
Thackeray. Addressing
‘Shiv Jayanti’ rally at
Thane, Raut said no
force can break relation
the people of Thane
have with Sena.
The people of Thane
are, in fact, waiting to
teach a lesson to those
who betrayed the party,
Raut asserted at the
well-attended event in
the presence of local
Lok Sabha MP Rajan
Vichare.
First India Bureau
Nagpur: Union Road
Transport Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari said on Fri-
day that bad quality of
DPRs leads to a host of
problems including cost
escalation in road pro-
jects, and he was in the
“mood to take a deci-
sion to allow interna-
tional firms to make
them.”
He was speaking at
the International Con-
ference on Asian Sce-
nario on Infrastructur-
al Development here.
There is a need to re-
duce cost of production
in road projects, he
said.
Expressing disap-
pointment over the
quality of DPRs in road
construction, the min-
ister said he has “never
seen a perfect DPR” in
his life.
‘Poor quality of projects
DPRs a major problem’
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JNU LIVELY
REFLECTION OF
INDIA’S CULTURAL
UNITY: MURMU
New Delhi: Two persons have died of influenza caused by the H3N2 virus,
the government said today. One person has died in Haryana and the other
in Karnataka. Around 90 cases of the H3N2 virus have been reported in the
country. Eight cases of the H1N1 virus have also been detected.
New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) is a
relatively young institution and it presents a lively
reflection of the cultural unity of India, President
Droupadi Murmu said on Friday.
INDIA HANDLED
COVID-19
SUCCESSFULLY:
VP DHANKHAR
New Delhi: India’s handling of COVID-19 was an
example on how to utilise resources to roll out
vaccines for a large population and successfully, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar said on Friday.
INDIA’S 1st H3N2 DEATHS, 1 EACH IN HARYANA, K’TAKA
POST BUDGET WEBINAR
This budget will give momentum to women-led development: PM
First India Bureau
New Delhi: In his Post
Budget Webinar on
“Economic Empower-
ment of Women”,
PrimeMinister
N a r e n d r a
Modi on Fri-
day said
that This
y e a r ’ s
b u d g e t
will give a new momen-
tum to the efforts of
women-led develop-
ment. He said that the
results of efforts for
women empowerment
are visible and we are
feeling a revolutionary
change in the social life
of the country
. It was the
11th in the series of 12
Post Budget Webinars
organizedbythegovern-
ment to seek ideas and
suggestionsforeffective-
ly implementing the ini-
tiatives announced in
the Union Budget 2023.
The PM underlined the
Nari Shakti’s strengths
of determination, will
power, imagination,
ability to work for
goals and extreme hard
work as reflection of
‘Matru Shakti’.
India can move forward only by raising levels of
respect for women and sense of equality: Modi
MANISH SISODIA SENT TO
ED CUSTODY FOR 7 DAYS
New Delhi (PTI): A
city court on Friday
sent former Delhi depu-
ty chief minister Man-
ish Sisodia, arrested in
a money laundering
case related to the ex-
cise policy, to the En-
forcement Directorate’s
custody till March 17.
Special judge MK
Nagpal allowed the an-
ti-money laundering
probe agency to inter-
rogate Sisodia in custo-
dy. The ED had sought
Sisodia’s custody for 10
days. Earlier the court
heard arguments of the
ED and Sisodia’s law-
yers on his custody
.
There was heavy se-
curity presence within
and outside the Rouse
Avenue Courts.
The ED lawyer al-
leged Sisodia made
false statements about
the ‘scam’ and that it
wanted to unearth the
modus operandi of the
perpetrators and con-
front him with the oth-
er accused.
The ED arrested Siso-
dia on Thursday in the
Tihar jail, where he was
lodged in connection
with a case being
probed by the CBI per-
taining to alleged cor-
ruption in the formula-
tion and implementa-
tion of now-scrapped
Delhi Excise Policy
.
LAND FOR JOBS ‘SCAM’: ED SEARCHES LALU
PRASAD YADAV’S FAMILY, RJD LEADERS
New Delhi/Patna (PTI): The ED on Friday conducted searches in multiple cities of Bihar
and other locations, including premises of former CM Lalu Prasad Yadav’s three daughters
and RJD leaders, in connection with a money laundering investigation into the land for jobs
‘scam’ case. The searches are covering the premises linked to Prasad’s daughters Ragini
Yadav, Chanda Yadav and Hema Yadav and former RJD MLA Abu Dojana in Patna, Phulwari
Sharif, Delhi-NCR, Ranchi and Mumbai, officials said. About two dozen locations are being
searched along with an escort of central security forces. A house linked to Prasad’s son and
Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav in south Delhi is also being covered, the officials said.
AAP leader and former Delhi deputy CM Manish Sisodia being brought to Rouse Avenue Court in
connection with the Delhi excise policy case, in New Delhi, on Friday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
3rd INTRUDER HELD
NEAR PAK BORDER IN
PUNJAB IN 2 DAYS
New Delhi: The BSF has
arrested third Pakistani
national near border in
Punjab. A resident of the
Khyber district in Pakistan,
the intruder was arrested
in the Ferozpur Sector of
Punjab on the intervening
night of March 9-10.
OYO FOUNDER’S DAD
FALLS TO DEATH
FROM HIGH-RISE
New Delhi: Oyo Rooms
founder Ritesh Agarwal’s
father Ramesh Agarwal died
after falling from a high-rise
in Gurugram on Friday. The
police received information
that a person had fallen
from the 20th floor of DLF’s
The Crest Society.
BJP MP DEMANDS
TERMINATION OF
RaGa’S LS MEMBERSHIP
New Delhi: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MP Nishikant
Dubey on Friday appeared
before the Lok Sabha
Privilege Committee and
demanded the termination of
the Lok Sabha membership
of Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, sources said.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
BSF SHOOTS DOWN
ANOTHER PAK DRONE
NEAR INT’L BORDER
Gurdaspur: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on
Friday shot down another
Pakistani drone near
International Border here in
Punjab’s Gurdaspur district
which was used from
across the border to supply
arms and ammunition.
ED says Sisodia made false statements about ‘scam’ and it wants to unearth
modus operandi of perpetrators and confront him with other accused
MODI RAISES ISSUE OF TEMPLE ATTACKS
WITH AUSTRALIAN PM ANTHONY ALBANESE
PM INAUGURATES 3rd SESSION OF NAT’L
PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
New Delhi (PTI): PM Narendra Modi on Friday raised
with his Australian counterpart Anthony Albanese the is-
sue of recent attacks on temples in Australia even as the
two leaders focused on concluding an ambitious trade
pact by this year and bolster security cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific during their first summit talks.
New Delhi (PTI): PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the third
session of the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
(NPDRR) on Friday in which stakeholders shared know-how
and experiences as well as discuss the latest developments
and trends in disaster risk reduction. The main theme of the
session is ‘Building Local Resilience in a Changing Climate’.
WINDOW TO
THE WORLD
GERMANY: 8 DEAD, SEVERAL INJURED IN
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES HALL SHOOTING
Hamburg (Agencies): A shooting at a
Jehovah’s Witnesses hall in the German
city of Hamburg killed eight people,
apparently including the perpetrator,
police said on Friday. An unspecified
number of other people were wounded,
some of them seriously.
CHINESE PREZ XI JINPING
GETS RARE 3rd 5-YR TERM
ARREST WARRANT AGAINST
IMRAN KHAN SUSPENDED
Beijing (PTI): China’s Parliament on
Friday unanimously
confirmed an unprec-
edented third five-year
term for Xi Jinping as
President and head of
the military, paving the way for him
to stay in power for life.
Islamabad (PTI): A court in Pakistan
on Friday suspended
the non-bailable arrest
warrant issued against
ousted PM Imran
Khan in a case of hate
speech against state institutions
after his PTI party filed a petition.
NOBEL LAUREATES AND ECONOMISTS
ENDORSE BANGA FOR WORLD BANK CHIEF
Washington (PTI): A coalition of 55 academics,
economists, including three Nobel laureates, have
endorsed the nomination of Indian-American Ajay
Banga as the next President of the World Bank,
describing him as the right person to lead the
international financial institution as a “force multiplier”
at a critical moment for the world economy.
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Mumbai: Opposition
members on Friday al-
leged in the Maharash-
tra Legislative Assem-
bly that farmers in San-
gli district of the state
were being asked to
mention their caste on
a Union government’s
online portal for the
purchase of fertilizers.
This prompted Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de to assure rectifica-
tion in the system.
Shinde said the Cen-
tral government will be
asked to remove the col-
umnontheportalwhere
farmers are required to
mention their caste. His
intervention came after
Leader of Opposition
Ajit Pawar raised the is-
sue in the Lower House
of the state legislature,
saying that farmers in
Sangli were being asked
to mention their caste
before the purchase of
fertilizers through the
Centre’s portal.
In the updated ver-
sion of the portal, there
is a category for buyers
where their caste is
asked, he said.
Stating that the por-
tal is operated by the
Central government,
senior minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar said the
column that asks for the
caste of the farmers
will be deleted. He also
criticized the Opposi-
tion for making a moun-
tain out of a molehill.
Congress leader Nana
Patole took a strong ob-
jection to Munganti-
war’s remarks and tar-
geted the government
for asking farmers their
caste before supplying
fertilizers to them.
‘Farmers asked about caste for fertilizer purchase on Centre portal’
EXPRESSING DISSENT
Leader of Opposition in Maharashtra Assembly Ajit Pawar with
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) MLAs protest in front of Maharashtra
Assembly demanding relief to farmers in Mumbai on Friday.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The state gov-
ernment will roll out a
scheme within a month
to provide sanitary nap-
kins at a subsidized rate
to school girls and wom-
en from self-help groups
(SHGs), Rural Develop-
ment Minister Girish
Mahajan told the state
legislative Assembly on
Friday
.
Responding to
Bharatiya Janata Party
legislator Namita Mun-
dada during the ques-
tion hour, Mahajan said
the government is con-
sidering fixing the price
of a packet of sanitary
napkins at Re1 for girl
students.
Mundada said a pro-
grammeAsmitascheme
to provide a packet of 8
menstrual pads at Rs5
to rural female students
was discontinued in
2022 and urged the gov-
ernment to restart it.
We have now made a
provision of Rs100
crore in the state budg-
et and are considering
reducing the price from
Rs5 to Re1. We are also
working on how to ex-
pand the scope of the
scheme to urban areas
and how sanitary nap-
kins can be made easily
accessible, Mahajan
said. The minister said
a final decision in this
matter will be taken in
a month's time. BJP’s
Bharati Lavekar de-
manded that sanitary
napkins be provided
free of cost and made
available at ration
shops.
Congress MLA and
former School Educa-
tion Minister Varsha
Gaikwad said the As-
mita scheme was for-
mulated when Pankaja
Munde was the rural
development minister
from 2014 to 2019. She
said all women legisla-
tors had given their
feedback to safeguard
the menstrual hygiene
of young women.
‘Will discuss old pension scheme issue with all stakeholders’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Friday said the
state government would
hold comprehensive dis-
cussions with all stake-
holders on the demand
for reintroduction of
the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS).
Fadnavis, who holds
the Finance portfolio in
the Eknath Shinde gov-
ernment, was replying
to a discussion in the
Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council. Represent-
atives from the teachers’
and graduates’ constitu-
encies, while speaking
in the Council, had
sought the reintroduc-
tion of the OPS in place
of the current National
Pension System (NPS).
“I have requested all
unions of state employ-
ees and teachers to
come forward for the
discussion. There is a
midway that can be
found between NPS and
OPS,” Fadnavis said.
“The opposition par-
ties should not be happy
over the government
getting cornered on this
issue. We want someone
from the opposition
parties to be part of the
meeting with union
leaders,” the senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader said.
The National Pension
System was introduced
by the Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee government at
the Centre with effect
from January 01, 2004
for all recruits joining
Central government
services.
Under OPS, the pen-
sion amount is provided
by the government,
which increases its lia-
bility
, whereas the NPS
hasacontributorymech-
anism from the employ-
ee as well as the govern-
ment. While the BJP at
the Centre has steadfast-
ly refused to go back to
the OPS, Congress has
been batting for it.
CHILD BRIDES FROM MAHA WERE SOLD IN
GUJARAT AND RAJASTHAN: FADNAVIS
Mumbai (PTI): Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday said that child brides
from the state were sold in Rajasthan and Gujarat. This
came from Fadnavis in a written answer to a question
on child brides and women trafficking raised by Legis-
lative Council member Mahadev Jankar. Fadnavis said,
“As many as 24 criminal cases have been filed for the
alleged kidnapping of women and child brides on the
pretext of marriage in January this year. In the 2021
calendar year, 448 accused persons were arrested.”
The deputy CM said that poor women and child brides
from the state were sold in Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis  —FILE PHOTO
Menstrual hygiene is a concern
in rural parts.  —FILE PHOTO
Maha to provide subsidized sanitary napkins
to girl students, women from SHGs: Mahajan
Aurangabad (PTI): A
case was registered on
Friday against Aurang-
abad Lok Sabha MP Im-
tiaz Jaleel and more
than 1,500 persons in
connection with a pro-
test against the renam-
ing of the Marathwada
city as Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, a po-
lice official said.
The All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
MP led a candle march
from the collectorate to
Jubilee Park here on
Thursday night and ad-
dressed the protesters.
The candle march was
taken out despite per-
mission being denied
to head of the “anti re-
naming committee”
Ayyub Jahagirdar, the
official said.
“Jaleel, Jahagirdar
and more than 1,500
protesters have been
booked for unlawful as-
sembly under provi-
sions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and Maha-
rashtra Police Act,” the
official informed. Ad-
dressing the partici-
pants, Jaleel said,
“Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and Shiv Sena
were in power during
2014-2019. That time
they did not rename
the city, but when his
government was about
to go, Uddhav Thack-
eray remembered that
the dream of his late
father (Bal Thackeray)
has to be fulfilled.”
The Maharashtra
government last month
issued an order to re-
name Aurangabad as
Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar and Osmanabad
as Dharashiv after get-
ting permission to do
so from the Central
government.
First India Bureau
Latur: Loans worth
Rs7.81 crore were dis-
bursed to 334 women
self-help groups (SHGs)
set up in Latur district
under “UMED” - Maha-
rashtra State Rural
Livelihoods Mission, an
official said.
The objective of dis-
bursing loans to SHGs is
to financially empower
women and their fami-
lies, ultimately leading
to an increase in their
income. On Wednesday,
in a meeting held at the
Latur Zilla Parishad
(ZP) office, loans were
disbursed in celebration
of International
Women’s Day
.
“Banks should pro-
vide loans to the wom-
en's groups for the suc-
cessful implementation
of governmentschemes,
such as the Chief Minis-
ter’s employment gener-
ation programme, Prad-
hanMantriemployment
generation programme
and Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro
food processing Enter-
prises (PMFME),” said
Abhinav Goyal, Chief
Executive Officer of ZP.
Shelar demands
probe of ‘dubious’
sale of Mt Mary
Basilica land
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) MLA
Ashish Shelar has de-
manded that govern-
ment authorities look
into the alleged fraudu-
lent sale of land belong-
ing to the Mount Mary
Basilica in Mumbai.
Through a point of or-
der,Shelar,wholeadsthe
Mumbai unit of the BJP
,
brought up the matter in
the Maharashtra Legis-
lative Assembly
.
“Necessary action
must be taken against
those responsible for
fraudulently selling the
landof theClergyhome,
Retreat and Mount
Mary Basilica,” he said.
In response, Excise
Minister Shambhuraj
Desai promised to in-
vestigate the situation
thoroughly
.
`7.81 cr disbursed to
women SHGs in loans
Case against AIMIM
MP Jaleel, others for
candle march protest
Maha govt
issued order to
change names
of Aurangabad 
Osmanabad
after nod from
Centre last
month
❍ AURANGABAD RENAMING
Tribal girl death: Gavit admits
she was a bonded labourer
First India Bureau
Mumbai: State Tribal
Development Minister
Vijaykumar Gavit on
Friday admitted in the
Legislative Council that
a tribal girl who died in
September 2022 worked
as a bonded labourer,
drawing criticism from
Opposition members.
The practice of bond-
ed labour is banned in
the state.
As he replied to a
question related to
“Ashram Shalas” run
for tribal children,
Gavit was also asked to
respond on the death of
a 10-year-old tribal girl
from Nashik district
about six months ago.
The girl had been tak-
en to work in the
Ahmednagar district
but her employer
dumped her outside her
parents’ home when she
was quite unwell. The
girl, who had injury
marks on her body
, died
during treatment later.
Opposition leaders,
including Ambadas
Danve, Eknath Khadse
and Shashikant Shin-
de pressed Gavit to
make a statement on
the girl’s death and de-
manded to know
whether she was sold.
Trying to counter the
Opposition members,
Gavit said, “The girl
was not sold but was a
bonded labourer. She
was working with a
family in Parner tehsil
of Ahmednagar.”
While Gavit’s admis-
sion came as an embar-
rassmentfortheEknath
Shinde-BJP govern-
ment, it also prompted
rival MLCs to target the
government.
Expressing outrage
at the incident, Janata
Dal member Kapil Pa-
til said, “Maharashtra
has officially banned
bonded labour through
an Act. It is shameful
that the minister open-
ly admits to the preva-
lence of such a prac-
tice in the state. Gavit
should explain to the
House how the girl was
made to work as a
bonded labourer.”
Opposition
leaders criticize
state govt over
negligence in
abolishing
practice of
bonded labour
I can understand
negligence in providing
some facilities but the
sale or bonded labour involving
children is unpardonable.
The state should not take such
incidents lightly.
—Eknath Khadse, NCP leader
WHAT HAPPENED
The girl, who belonged to the tribal
community, had been taken to work
in the Ahmednagar district. But
her employers--a family based in
Parner tehsil--dumped her outside her
parents’ home when she was quite un-
well. The minor, who had injury marks
on her body, died during
treatment later.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Heated ex-
changes were witnessed
at the Maharashtra as-
sembly on Friday over
Women and Child De-
velopment Minister
Mangal Prabhat Lod-
ha’s statement in the
House that there have
been over 1 lakh Llove
Jihad cases in the state.
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) MLA Jiten-
dra Awhad said that the
number of Love Jihad
cases cited by Lodha
two days ago was factu-
ally incorrect and that
there have been nearly
3,000 cases of interfaith
marriages.
Love Jihad is a term
often used by right-
wing activists to allege
a ploy by Muslim men
to lure Hindu women
into religious conver-
sion through marriage.
Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) legislators
Yogesh Sagar, Ashish
Shelar and Jaykumar
Rawal and Water Sup-
ply Minister Gulabrao
Patil, who belongs to
the Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena, said Awhad
was being biased be-
cause of his constitu-
ency
. Awhad represents
Mumbra which has a
sizeable Muslim
population.
While Samajwadi
Party’s Abu Asim Azmi
demanded that Lodha
apologize for his com-
ment, Shelar countered
it saying there should
be a law instead to pre-
vent instances of Love
Jihad.
Leader of Opposition
Ajit Pawar urged
Speaker Rahul Nar-
wekar to intervene and
expunge anything that
is objectionable.
Lodha’s 1 lakh Love
Jihad cases remark
sparks fiery debate
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
PROTEST OVER FARMERS’ ISSUES ON
MUMBAI-AGRA HWY DISRUPTS TRAFFIC
Nashik (PTI): Traffic on the Mumbai-Agra national
highway in Nashik district was disrupted for an hour
on Friday due to farmer-centric issues, officials said.
The protesters, who spilled onto the busy carriageway
at Chandwad, demanded a minimum support price for
onion, immediate assessment of losses due to recent
unseasonal rains and compensation to farmers and a
reduction in fuel prices.
Oppn criticizes Central govt portal in
Maha Assembly; CM assures remedy
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CYBER CROOKS
NABBED AT DEOGHAR
AND HAZARIBAGH
Mumbai: Five cyber
criminals from Jharkhand
were apprehended by the
police, with one of the
arrests taking place at a
bungalow where the sus-
pect attempted to flee. The
accused have been taken
to Mumbai for further
investigation regarding
four cases at Cuffe Parade
and Marine Drive police
stations. The accused were
arrested from Deoghar and
Hazaribagh, in Jharkhand.
DESPERATE FOR
CHILD, MAN
KIDNAPS TODDLER
Mumbai: A man from Uttar
Pradesh, working on a con-
struction site in Govandi,
has been arrested for alleg-
edly kidnapping a toddler.
Police found out that the
accused, Malikram Yadav,
apparently wandered
around child adoption
centres for months but
failed to clear formalities as
his wife is handicapped. In
desperation, he kidnapped
two-year-old child from
Imam wada area.
NAXALITES KILL
26-YEAR-OLD MAN
IN GADCHIROLI DIST
Gadchiroli: A 26-year-old
man was abducted from
his home and killed by
Naxalites in Gadchiroli
district, an official said
on Friday. On Thursday
night, Naxalites entered
the residence of Sainath
Narote in Mardhur village
and abducted him. Sub-
sequently, they killed him
by shooting him. “Further
investigation into the
case is underway,” said a
police official.
MAN KILLS MOM
AFTER HEATED
ARGUMENT, HELD
Palghar: The police have
arrested a 26-year-old
man from Virar in Palghar
district for allegedly
strangulating his mother
to death following an
argument, an official said
on Friday. The accused
was arrested soon after
the incident, he said.
The victim, Vaishali
Dhanu(44), lived with
her son at Gandhi Nagar
colony in Virar, the of-
ficial said.
RTO AGENT HELD FOR SEEKING BRIBE TO
ISSUE LEARNER’S LICENCE BY THANE ACB
Thane: An RTO agent was arrested by the Thane unit of
the Anti Corruption Bureau for allegedly accepting a bribe
from a man seeking a learner’s licence. The accused sought
Rs2,800 to issue the two-wheeler learner’s licence, despite
the stipulated fee being Rs201, he said. “Based on a com-
plaint from the man, the RTO agent was arrested while tak-
ing the first instalment of Rs1,300. The accused has been
booked under Prevention of Corruption Act,” official said.
32 INJURED AS TRUCK RAMS INTO GROUP
OUT TO COMMEMORATE SHIVAJI’S ANNIV
Pune: A total of 32 persons on their way to celebrate the
birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj were
injured after a tempo ferrying some of them was hit by a
truck in Pune district on Friday, an official said. The group
was carrying ‘Shiv Jyoti from Malhargad to Shiltane village
when the accident took place. Some of them were in a
tempo, while others were on bikes, he said. One person is
critical and two others sustained severe injuries, he said.
MUMBAI-KOLHAPUR ONE-WAY SPECIAL
MIDNIGHT TRAIN TO RUN ON MAR 10  11
Mumbai: Central Railway is running a one-way special train
from Mumbai to Kolhapur to accommodate extra passen-
gers. The train will depart Mumbai at 12.30 am on March
11 and arrive in Kolhapur at 1.20 pm the same day. The
train will make stops at Dadar, Thane, Kalyan, Lonavala,
Chinchwad, Pune, Satara, Karad, Sangli, and Miraj. Book-
ings will open on March 10 at all computerised reservation
centres and on the IRCTC website. Passengers can check
timings at halts on the Indian Railways Enquiry website or
by downloading the NTES app.
CRUCIAL READ
‘Smog tower proposal can turn out to be white elephant’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Brihan-
mumbai Corporation’s
(BMC) decision to set
up smog towers to miti-
gate the bad air quality
in the city has been
criticized by the mem-
bers of the scientific
community who said
that the move can turn
out to be a white ele-
phant for the civic body
.
The BMC in its civic
budget for 2023-24 fiscal
has announced that it
would set up 14 smog
towers which will be 30-
feet long. These towers
will purify the air in a
1-kilometre radius
through a radio-wave
technique, which would
enable the dust parti-
cles to get ionized.
“It is impossible to
clean the atmospheric
air using a smog tower.
These towers suck the
air from the outer at-
mosphere, purify it and
then release the air in
the same polluted at-
mosphere. This is quite
similar to cleaning a
dirty cloth in the wash-
ing machine and throw-
ing that cloth back
again in the dirt. So, un-
less the existing atmos-
phere is free of pollut-
ants, the smog towers
cannot bring effective
results,” said Dr Abhijit
Chatterjee, associate
professor, Bose Insti-
tute Department of Sci-
ence and Technology
.
Chatterjeewasspeak-
ing at a webinar on the
effectiveness of pro-
posed smog towers in
Mumbai. This webinar
was organized by Clean
Air Mumbai – a net-
work of citizens and
civil society groups
working towards the
common goal of clean-
ing up Mumbai’s air.
“The smog tower only
collects particulate mat-
ter that are dust residu-
als and chemical com-
pounds. However, there
are other toxic elements
like ozone and nitrogen
dioxide. Therefore, it is
entirely unscientific to
claim that the atmos-
phere could be cleaned
by trapping the air and
releasing it later
through this purifier,”
Chatterjee said.
GOOD IDEA?
View of Mumbai skyline covered in smog. —FILE PHOTO
The BMC in its civic budget for
2023-24 fiscal has announced
that it will set up 14 smog
towers which will be 30-feet long
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra Housing and
Area Development Au-
thority's (MHADA) lat-
est affordable housing
lottery draw via the
Konkan Board saw 1,776
applications in the first
two days of starting it.
As per records from
the officials attached
with housing lottery
process, until 6 pm on
Thursday of the 1,776
applications made, 739
applicants had already
paid earnest money de-
posit. A total of 4,654
tenements and land par-
cels are up for sale.
MHADA's housing
lottery draw is popular
and sought after
among homebuyers
due to the prices being
lower than the residen-
tial projects marketed
by private developers.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A school
lacking basic facili-
ties like fans and
ventilation and be-
ing situated in the
middle of chaotic
shops has forced the
SSC students and
parents of the Dadar
Parsee Youth Assem-
bly High School to
seek an immediate
change of the exam
venue.
The school admin-
istration has written
a letter to Maharash-
tra State Board of
Secondary and High-
er Secondary Educa-
tion’s (MSBSHSE)
Mumbai division for
the change in venue
as a total of 170 stu-
dents have been allot-
ted exam centre at
Ganesh Vidyalaya.
According to par-
ents who did not
wish to be identified,
the centre allotted to
their wards at
Ganesh Vidyalaya
does not have proper
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .
There are not enough
fans, and desks are
making it inconven-
ient to write on. If
one leans out of a
window, one can
touch the houses
next to the school.
These structures
also block ventila-
tion, a parent said.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A whistle-
blower has punched
holes in claims made
by the Mumbai Air-
port Customs Air Intel-
ligence Unit (AIU) in
foreign currency sei-
zure of around `8.36
crore from an Indian
origin US citizen on
Feb 20 at the Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport.
The foreign curren-
cy was detected and
intercepted by Central
Industrial Security
Force (CISF) person-
nel during screening
in the security hold,
after the flyer had
cleared customs and
immigration.
As per the CCTV
footage, the suspect
passenger was in fact
provided Customs pro-
tocol and escorted at
the airport for depar-
ture before being inter-
cepted by the CISF for
screening.
While CISF seized `3
crore in US dollars
(USD) in cash from a
handbag and another
`5.3 crore in USD cash
was seized by Customs
from the checked-in
baggage.
A senior CISF offi-
cial said, “The suspect
had cleared immigra-
tion and was inter-
cepted by alert CISF
personnel noticing
the unusual thickness
and linings of the
handbag.”
Sources alleged that
the suspect was pro-
vided escort to clear
immigration and se-
curity at the behest of
a senior official, who
has been in the eye of
a storm for several
misdemeanours in
the past.
CISF personnel were
surprised at the pres-
ence of two Customs
AIU officials during
interception. Senior
Customs officials have
raised eyebrows at the
behaviour of AIU offic-
ers who did not inter-
cept the suspect.
As reported by the
Free Press Journal,
the whistleblower has
also questioned the
failure of Customs
AIU’s profiling of pas-
sengers. The question
being asked is how the
passenger was allowed
to walk through immi-
gration and head to-
wards the boarding
gates without inter-
vention.
“Customs officers in
departure section just
after immigration and
before security failed
to intercept the sus-
pect. Screening of
checked-in baggage is
done by Customs,
which failed to detect
the foreign currency.
Only after CISF’s in-
terception, the check-
in baggage was of-
floaded for inspec-
tion,” lamented the
Customs official about
the working of AIU.
First India Bureau
Palghar: A major fire
and explosions at a
small chemical unit in
Vasai taluka of Palghar
district resulted in the
death of an 85-year-old
woman and injury to
four others, officials
said on Friday
. The inci-
dentoccurredatSativali
village on Thursday af-
ternoon, they said.
The deceased woman
had given the ground
floor space of her resi-
dence to the chemical
plant to run its opera-
tions, while she herself
lived on the mezzanine
floor there, a fire bri-
gade official said.
“A drum filled with
thinner, an inflamma-
ble substance, was kept
at the unit. While the
liquid was being trans-
ferred, it resulted in a
fire that triggered ex-
plosions at around 4
pm,” he said.
After the blaze, the
elderly woman’s daugh-
ter ran out to safety.
However, the woman
got trapped inside and
died on the spot, the of-
ficial said.
“Four persons work-
ing at the unit sustained
burn injuries and were
admitted to a hospital.
They are currently un-
dergoing treatment,” he
said, adding that the
fire brigade personnel
put out the fire by
around 9 pm.
USD seizure: Whistleblower questions
claims of Mumbai airport Customs AIU
z Says CISF intercepted accused
with `8.36 cr in US dollars first
z Customs officials found
escorting suspect passenger at
the time of intervention
The accused was stopped by security personnel after clearing customs and immigration. —FILE PHOTO
It cannot be called a
joint operation as it
was a case detected
by CISF and hand-
ed over to AIU for
seizure and further
investigation. Some
officers take undue
credit for every sei-
zure to be in the
limelight and mis-
appropriate secret
service funds meant
for informers to
gather intelligence. 
—Senior Customs officer
STORMY TIMES
Mumbai Airport Customs has been plagued with several cases of corrup-
tion and extortion of international passengers on threats of implicat-
ing in false cases of smuggling contraband gold and foreign currencies.
The rise in CBI cases against Customs officials had prompted the Airport
Customs Commissioner office to en masse transfer of 38 customs superin-
tendents and inspectors last week.
Wadala SSC
exam centre
raises concern
Ganesh Vidyalaya in Wadala.  —FILE PHOTO
BLAZES SHOCK MAHA IN A DAY
Womankilled,4injuredinchemunitfire
Thane: A 35-year-old man
lost his life and another
person got injured after
a major fire broke out
in underground power
cables and engulfed a tyre
shop in Shil Phata area
of Thane city on Friday
morning. The incident oc-
curred at around 6.30 am,
said Avinash Sawant, chief
of the Regional Disaster
Management Cell (RDMC)
of the Thane Municipal
Corporation (TMC). “The
fire broke out in under-
ground power cables near
a hotel in Shil. The blaze
also triggered explo-
sions before it spread to
a nearby tyre shop and
engulfed it. The victim,
Vishal Singh, was sleep-
ing in that shop at that
time. He could not escape
in time and was charred
to death,” he said. An-
other person was injured,
Sawant said, adding that
he has been hospitalized.
Thane (PTI): Members of at least 30 families residing in
a five-storey building in Thane city were evacuated after
a blaze broke out in its ground-floor shop on Friday
morning, a civic official said. Nobody was injured in the
incident, he said. “A fire broke out in a grocery shop
located on the ground floor of a five-storey building in
Sri Lanka area of Mumbra at around 9 am,” Avinash
Sawant, chief of the Regional Disaster Management Cell
(RDMC) of the Thane Municipal Corporation (TMC),
said. “A major tragedy was averted as the residents
were moved to safety in time by the fire brigade person-
nel and the RDMC staff,” he said. Two fire engines were
pressed into the service and the blaze was extinguished
in an hour, Sawant said.
The incident occurred at Sativali village on Thursday afternoon.
FIRE BREAKS OUT ON SETS OF TV SERIAL
Mumbai (PTI): A major fire broke out on sets
of TV serial “Ghum Hai Kisikey Pyaar Meiin” in
Film City here on Friday afternoon, an official
of the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) said. There was no report of anyone
getting injured as of now, he added. The fire
started at around 4.30 pm, and 12 fire engines
were rushed to the spot. Blaze dousing opera-
tion was underway, the official said.
MAN CHARRED TO DEATH, ANOTHER
INJURED IN THANE TYRE SHOP BLAZE
FLAMES ENGULF GROUND-FLOOR SHOP
OF BUILDING, 30 FAMILIES EVACUATED
Housing lottery:
More than 1,700
appeals received
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
If you don’t fight for what
you want, Don’t cry for
what you lost.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh
Greetings and warm wishes to all
CISF personnel and their families
on their Raising Fay. The CISF is
known for its professionalism and
competence. The force makes
tremendous contribution towards
securing India’s strategic installations.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Greetings to all the personnel of @
CISFHQrs on their 54th #RaisingDay.
CISF is known for its professionalism
and commitment. The nation is proud of
them for their unwavering commitment
in securing India’s critical infrastructure.
TOP TWEETS
KAPIL SIBAL AND
HIS INITIATIVE TO
SAVE DEMOCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS
enior advocate and
former Congress par-
ty leader has
launched a platform
‘Insaaf ke Sipahi’ to
bring together people to fight
what he describes as “misuse of
institutions” by the present gov-
ernment. The platform also aims
to fight injustices by creating a
people’s movement against the
BJP which is believed to be
threatening democratic institu-
tions. Sibal is an independent
member of the Rajya Sabha who
feels that “injustice is being done
to citizens, democratic institu-
tions, Opposition parties, jour-
nalists,teachersandbusinesses”.
So far his initiative has won
support from leaders of different
political parties, but its transfor-
mation into a people’s movement
is yet to happen, presumably be-
cause it is still in a nascent stage.
For his platform’s proposed pub-
lic meeting at Jantar Mantar on
March11Sibalhasissuedanopen
invitation to everyone, although
lawyers will be in the lead.
Sibal’s objective is “not to crit-
icise Modi, but to reform him”.
How he plans to go about his
positive agenda is not yet known.
S
ali Janardhana
Reddy, who is fac-
ing charges of il-
legal iron ore min-
ing in the Bellary
region of Karnataka, has
been an important part of the
BJP since 1999 when he and
his two brothers campaigned
for Sushma Swaraj against
Indira Gandhi. Swaraj dis-
tanced herself from Reddy
after they faced charges of
illegal mining. His ties with
the BJP, however, continued
to grow strong.
It was due to his efforts
that the BJP emerged as the
largest single party with 110
seats in 2008. BS Yediyurap-
pa inducted Reddy as minis-
ter for tourism and infra-
structure and as the minister
in-charge of Bellary district.
In 2011 he was found guilty
of illegal mining and de-
frauding the government by
Karnataka’s then Lokayuk-
ta, Justice Santosh Hegde.
He was subsequently arrest-
ed by the CBI but he contin-
ued to maintain close ties
with the BJP.
In 2022, Reddy formed his
own political party named
Kalyana Rajya Pragati Pak-
sha after resigning from the
BJP. The present case which
Reddy is facing in a CBI court
relates to the illegal iron ore
mining to the tune of 7 to 8
million metric tonnes during
2009-2010 for which he spent
time in jail. He is suspected
to have parked substantial
part of his earnings in sev-
eral countries.
The rule of mining mafia
which Reddy ran in Bellary
was dubiously called the
“Republic of Bellary”, which
did not allow any interfer-
ence from any government
machinery
. Despite his noto-
riety as a mining baron, Red-
dy remains a popular figure
in politics. This time, how-
ever, the CBI seems to have
turned the heat on him.
CBI TURNS THE HEAT
ON A MINING BARON
The rule of mining mafia
which Reddy ran in Bellary
was dubiously called the
“Republic of Bellary”, which
didn’t allow any
interference from any
govt machinery. Despite his
notoriety as a mining baron,
he remains a popular
figure in politics
G
heQuadrilateralSecurityDia-
logue colloquially known as
the QUAD came into being
firstwhenthefournations,the
US, India, Japan, and Austral-
ia met for the first time in 2007
on the side-lines of the Asso-
ciationof SoutheastAsianNa-
tions (ASEAN). Though the
Quad came into being in 2007
but its revival can be attribut-
ed to the events in the period
between 2012-2020 where each
Quad member experienced
Chinese aggression. China
jeopardized security by refus-
ing to respect internationally
accepted maritime rules, chal-
lenging rules-based orders,
claiming lands and islands,
building artificial islands, and
becoming a threat to peace in
the Indo-Pacific. The Quad al-
liance had its roots in the fact
that all four nations are demo-
cratic nations with common
maritime interests for trade
and commerce in the region.
Thealliancenowholdsregular
meetings, semi-regular sum-
mits, information exchanges
and military drills of all the
member countries. The alli-
ancealsoofferfinancialhelpto
nations with debt in the Indo-
Pacificregionandarecommit-
ted to their overall develop-
ment.
Interests of the US. The
Indo-Pacific spans two oceans
and several continents, mak-
ing it important to U.S. mari-
time interests. Almost 40 per-
cent of Global trade is routed
throughhereandhasitsorigin
orexitintheregion.Recognis-
ing that peace and security in
the maritime domain under-
pins the development and
prosperity of the Indo-Pacific,
the US finds working closely
with its strategic treaty allies
AustraliaandJapanandgrow-
ing important strategic part-
ner India as natural for secure
Indo - Pacific. The Chinese as-
sertions to challenge the US
led regional status quo, ten-
sions over their trade imbal-
ance, its pursuit of regional
interests in South China Sea
andkeepingtheTaiwanunder
constant threat of aggression
binds US to initiate actions to
contain China and its growing
clout in the region.
Japan’s interests. Former
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe was a strong be-
liever in the Quad’s power to
ensure a “free and open Indo-
Pacific.” Japan depends heav-
ily on open sea lanes for its
trade with the world and has
been pioneer in supporting
investment in manufactur-
ing, trade, and infrastructure
development across the re-
gion. Japan has been always
wary of Chinese military
build-up and assertion of its
sovereignty in the South Chi-
na Sea, as well as provoca-
tions toward Senkaku Islands
in the East China Sea. Japan
has its focus on to offer alter-
native sources of assistance
in field of electronics and in-
frastructure to overcome Chi-
nese dominance and condi-
tionalities put in trade for the
countries of Indo Pacific.
Australia’sInterests.Over
a decade or so there has been
sortof “freezeof relations”be-
tween Australia and China,
mainly because Australia has
been actively challenging Chi-
nese coercive behavior and ac-
tionsthatthreatentheexisting
world order. Australian de-
mand for an independent in-
quiryintooriginsof COVID-19
hasfurtherdippedthebilateral
relations. Australia is econom-
ically vulnerable to Chinese
aggression as China has been
its major trading partner and
has huge number of Chinese
students studying and tourists
visiting Australia. From an
Australian perspective, in the
post-COVID world, the need to
reconstruct supply chains and
preserve the rules-based inter-
national order is high; the ties
between the Quad nations
must continue to strengthen.
India’s Interest. The lin-
geringborderissuewhichsaw
fierce clashes at Doklam and
Galwan in Ladakh region and
latertheincursionsinTawang
in Arunachal in last three
years have just been part of
Chinese aggressive gestures
against India. India has stood
its ground by an giving an
equally blunt reply and
strengthening its ties further
with the QUAD countries. In-
dia’s growing friendship with
the QUAD and its increased
activities in South China Sea
hasnotauguredwellwithChi-
na. Through the Quad, India
can counterbalance China’s
growing presence in the Indo-
Pacific region, including its
BRI (Belt and Road Initiative)
where Chinese are trying to
encircleIndiabybuildingport
facilitiesinitsneighbourhood.
The Quad opens Indian oppor-
tunitiesinthefieldof informa-
tion sharing, defence ties, and
it has the potential to boost its
pharmaceutical prowess in
the post-pandemic world.
However, the Quad getting
reduced to an anti-China
grouping has some inherent
dangers for India as it trig-
gers the possibility of reacti-
vating tensions with China
on different fronts, and it will
undermine India’s involve-
ment in other organisations
like BRICS and SCO where
both India and China are im-
portant members. India’s in-
volvement in the Quad could
also risk alienating two im-
portant Indian allies, Iran,
and Myanmar being targets
of other three members.
The China Version. China
criticises the Quad as it sees it
as a mechanism to contain its
global rise and accuses the
group of being dedicated to
undermining its interests.
The regular Joint Exercises
by all four navies of the quad,
U.S. President Joe Biden’s vir-
tual Quad meeting of all
Heads of Quad states on COV-
ID-19 vaccines, climate
change, and technological in-
novation and supply-chain
resilience has further irked
Chinese and its relations with
each of the Quad members
have become more tense dur-
ing the pandemic and contin-
ues so even in post Pandemic
period. The Chinese have also
been critical of outcome of
the recent quad Foreign Min-
isters meet and will be keenly
observingtheJul2023summit
of the Quad Heads of Sates.
Current Status. The joint
communiqueof QuadForeign
Ministers Meet, in Delhi early
this month clearly remains
guided by Pacific priorities of
climatechange,resilientinfra-
structure and maritime secu-
rity
. The quad members also
reaffirmed consistent and un-
wavering support for ASEAN
centralityandunity
.TheQuad
leaders also focussed on deep-
ening engagement with re-
gional partners, including
throughinformation-sharing,
capacity-building and techni-
cal assistance. “ The world
maybefocusedontheUkraine
crisis, the message from the
Quad summit to be held in
Sydney in Jul 2023 is likely to
be loud and clear the Indo-Pa-
cific continues to be the focal
point of global attention and
the Quad remains committed
supporting development of
Pacific Island countries and
will continue to fight Chinese
assertiveness in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
THE QUADRILATERAL SECURITY DIALOGUE (QUAD):
INDIA’S STRATEGIC BALANCING ACT TO
COUNTER CHINESE GROWING INFLUENCE
T
The joint communique
of Quad Foreign
Ministers Meet, in
Delhi early this month
clearly remains guided
by Pacific priorities of
climate change,
resilient infrastructure
and maritime security.
The quad members also
reaffirmed consistent
and unwavering
support for ASEAN
centrality and unity
Through the Quad, India
can counterbalance China’s
growing presence in the
Indo-Pacific region,
including its BRI (Belt and
Road Initiative) where
Chinese are trying to
encircle India by
building port facilities in its
neighbourhood. The Quad
opens Indian
opportunities in the field of
information sharing,
defence ties
COL RAJESH BHUKAR
The author is a Post Graduate in
International Studies, Alumni of Defense
Services Staff College, Wellington
and College of Combat, Mhow
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New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Friday said that India
is a global example
where “we have used
technology for making
available efficient ser-
vices to the people”.
“Technology enables
accessibility and reduces
outof pocketexpenditure
for citizens,” he said at
the second International
Symposium on Health
Technology Assessment
(ISHTA) 2023 here.
Union Health Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandavi-
ya was also present on
the occasion. The inter-
national symposium
was organised by De-
partment of Health Re-
search, Health Minis-
try in collaboration
with World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and
Centre for Global De-
velopment.
India global example of using technology: VP
FOR MAKING AVAILABLE EFFICIENT SERVICES
COURTYARD
in the
in the
DELHI HC ORDERS
EFI TO EXPAND
POOL OF ASIAD
PROBABLES
Chennai: Coming down
heavily on the Eques-
trian Federation of India
(EFI), the High Court of
Delhi recently expressed
serious concerns over the
functioning of the NSF.
The court also ordered the
federation to expand the
pool of probables selected
to attend coaching camps
and participate in the FEI
competitions in their bid to
qualify for the upcoming
Asian Games scheduled
in China. The order came
as a big relief for those
wishing to be a part of the
camp and qualifying tour-
naments to acquire mini-
mum eligibility require-
ment (MER) especially
the petitioners — Chirag
Khandal, 19 (Eventing),
Shashank Singh Kataria,
18 (Eventing) and Yash
Nensee, 22 (Show Jump-
ing). “After examining
the conduct of the EFI
throughout the present
proceedings, this Court is
of the prima facie opinion
that EFI succeeded in their
vicious approach to elimi-
nate the best candidates
by acting in a completely
capricious and arbitrary
manner while discharging
its responsibilities,” the
court opined.
BJP must make stand clear on
Women’s Reservation Bill: Cong
New Delhi (PTI): The
Congress on Friday
asked the BJP to make
its stand clear on the
Women’s Reservation
Bill and demanded that
it be tabled in Lok Sab-
ha in the upcoming sec-
ond part of the Budget
Session of Parliament.
The Congress’ asser-
tion came on a day BRS
leader K Kavitha was
observing a hunger
strike seeking passage
of the long-pending bill
in the second part of
the Budget session
starting March 13.
Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh
said, “The landmark
Women’s Reservation
Bill was passed in the
Rajya Sabha in March
2010, ENTIRELY due to
the efforts of the Con-
gress leadership.” “But
it could not find support
in Lok Sabha. The Bill
has not lapsed. It is alive
and pending. What has
stopped it from being
revived?” he said.
Cong leader Alka
Lamba said when bill
was passed in RS, Con-
gress did not have a ma-
jority in the LS  it was
a coalition government.
The Congress’ assertion came on a day when BRS leader held a hunger strike in New Delhi on Friday
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLC K Kavitha addresses a gathering during a one-day hunger strike demanding the introduction of the
Women’s Reservation Bill at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi on Friday. —PHOTO BY ANI
WASN’T CONSULTED: JAIRAM RAMESH
ON VICE PREZ’S PERSONAL STAFF ROW
CONGRESS PROMISES TO EXTEND GOVT
BENEFITS TO FARMERS IN TELANGANA
ARVIND KEJRIWAL WILL MEET SAME FATE
AS MANISH SISODIA: BJP’S MANOJ TIWARI
NEXT IS KEJRIWAL:
JAILED CONMAN
CHANDRASHEKHAR
New Delhi (PTI): Senior Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said as chairperson of a parliamentary commit-
tee, he was not consulted at all over the recent appoint-
ments of personal attached with committees under the
ambit of the Rajya Secretariat.
New Delhi PTI: The Congress on Friday promised to ex-
tend government benefits to tenant farmers in Telangana,
besides setting up land tribunals in the state. Speaking
to reporters near Karimnagar, AICC General Secretary
in-charge of communications Jairam Ramesh said about
15 lakh tenant farmers in the state are not getting govern-
ment benefits like crop insurance. “Congress says that all
government programmes be implemented for tenant farm-
ers also,” he told the media. Ramesh, who listed out five
principles for the benefit of farmers, said land tribunals
would be set up in all 33 districts of the state. Congress
would also undertake land survey in the state in two years
if it comes to power.
New Delhi (ANI): Reacting to Delhi former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia’s arrest, BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
asserted that Delhi Chief Minister would also meet the same
fate. “I can clearly foresee that in future, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal would meet the same fate as jailed ministers
Sisodia and Satyendar Jain. You can cheat a human being,
but you can’t cheat God. The way Delhi’s treasury has been
looted, I don’t think any criminal or corrupt person will be
able to escape,” Manoj Tiwari said.
New Delhi (ANI): Reacting
to Delhi’s former minister
Manish Sisodia’s arrest,
jailed businessman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar on Friday
said that the next arrest will
be of Delhi CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal. “Truth has prevailed,
and next will be Arvind
Kejriwal,” Sukesh said.
He was presented before
a Delhi court in a money
laundering case today.
BJPprotestsagainstAAP,
policedetainprotestors
New Delhi (ANI): BJP
workers protest against
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government on
Friday in Delhi ahead
of the bail plea hearing
of former Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia in the
liquor policy case.
They also put up post-
ersnamingChief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and
Former minister Saty-
endar Jain, who is cur-
rently in Tihar Jail in a
money laundering case.
Manish Sisodia was
brought to Delhi’s
Rouse Avenue Court in
connection with al-
leged irregularities in
the now-scrapped liq-
uor policy.
The Enforcement Di-
rectoratehasalsomoved
the court seeking Siso-
dia’s custody for 10 days.
BJP leaders and workers raise slogans during a protest against
the Delhi Govt, near AAP headquarters in New Delhi, on Friday.
BJP supporters wearing masks of AAP leaders Manish Sisodia and
Satyendar Jain are seen jailed during a demonstrative protest by
party supporters against the AAP, in New Delhi on Friday.
BJP MP Dubey seeks
Rahul Gandhi’s Lok
Sabha membership
Shah virtually inaugurates development
projects worth `154 crore in Ahmedabad
BJPplansmassive45ralliesforPM
ModiinLokSabhaseatslostin2019
Ahmedabad (PTI): Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah on Friday virtual-
ly inaugurated various
development projects
worth Rs 154 crore in
Ahmedabad city in his
home state Gujarat.
Shah also addressed a
function jointly organ-
ised by the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation
 the Ahmedabad Ur-
ban Development Au-
thority
.“My(LokSabha)
constituency of Gandhi-
nagar was already de-
veloped before I became
an MP from there. How-
ever, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi says
that we have to do our
best in every sector,” the
minister said.
New Delhi (ANI): The
BJP is set to launch a
special campaign to
strengthen the 160 Lok
Sabha seats the party
had lost in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and un-
der this strategy, the
party is planning to or-
ganise over 45 rallies of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in these con-
stituencies.
EAM Jaishankar calls on
Australian PM Albanese
New Delhi (PTI): BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey on
Friday sought termina-
tion of Rahul Gandhi’s
membership from Lok
Sabha while deposing
before a parliamentary
panel over his privilege
notice against the Con-
gress leader.
Following Gandhi’s
speech in the first part
of theBudgetSession,in
which he commented on
the Hindenburg-Adani
issue, Dubey moved the
privilege notice against
him on February 7. Pre-
senting his case before
Lok Sabha’s privilege
committee chaired by
BJP MP Sunil Singh,
Dubey said despite Gan-
dhi’s remarks expunged
by Lok Sabha Speaker,
they are still available
on his and Congress of-
ficialYouTubechannels.
“Not only one but
three types of privilege
apply to him, and he is
habitual offender and
therefore his member-
ship should be termi-
nated,” a source quot-
ing Dubey said. Dubey
also presented docu-
ments and reports to
substantiate his point
thatallallegationsmade
by Gandhi are baseless.
He cited expulsion of
Subramanian Swamy
1976fromRajyaSabhato
buttress his demand for
Gandhi’s termination.
New Delhi (PTI): Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on Friday
called on Australian
Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese and dis-
cussed key aspects of
the fast deepening In-
dia-Australia ties.
Jaishankar met Alba-
nese ahead of the visit-
ing leader’s summit
talks with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi BJP MP Nishikant Dubey (R).
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar calls on Australian PM
Anthony Albanese, in New Delhi on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
U’khand seeks
`2000 crore
rehabilitation
package
10% reservation
for Ex-Agniveers
in BSFJobs: Govt
Dehradun (ANI): The
Uttarakhand govern-
ment has sought an eco-
nomic package of Rs
2000 crore from Central
Government for subsid-
ence-affected areas in
Joshimath  rehabilita-
tion of the affected peo-
ple,saidSecretarytoCM
RMeenakshiSundaram.
Sundaram said, “The
state government has
sought an economic
packageof Rs2,000crore
from the Center for the
treatment of Joshimath
disaster-affected area
andrehabilitationof the
affected people.”
“The state govern-
ment has prepared the
blueprintof thepackage
on the basis of the as-
sessment of the damage
done at its level,” added
Secretary Sundaram.
New Delhi PTI: In a fil-
lip to the ambitious Ag-
nipath scheme, the Un-
ion home ministry has
announced 10 per cent
reservation for former
Agniveers in vacancies
in the Border Security
Force with relaxations
in the upper age-limit.
The announcement
was made through a no-
tification after amend-
ing the Border Security
Force, General Duty
Cadre (Non-Gazetted)
Recruitment Rules,
2015, and it will come
into effect from March
9. “Ten per cent of the
vacancies shall be re-
served for ex-Ag-
niveers,” the notifica-
tion said.
The ministry said
while the upper age
limit would be relax-
able to up to five years
for candidates of the
first batch of ex-Ag-
niveers, the limit would
be relaxable to up to
three years for candi-
dates of other batches.
Former Agniveers
will also be exempted
from physical efficien-
cy test, the notification
said.
Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates development projects
of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation  Ahmedabad Urban
Development Authority via video conf, in New Delhi on Friday.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National President JP Nadda being
received by party members on his arrival, at HAL Airport, in
Bengaluru on Thursday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Vice President, Jagdeep Dhankhar addressing at the inauguration of International Symposium on
Health Technology Assessment 2023, in New Delhi on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
PM MODI TO
VISIT KARNATAKA
ON MARCH 12
‘MANY INITIATIVES
TO EASE BURDEN’
Karnataka (ANI): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to visit
Karnataka on March 12
where he will dedicate
and lay the founda-
tion stones of projects
worth around Rs 16,000
crores, a release from
the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice said. “At around 12
noon, Prime Minister will
also dedicate and lay the
foundation stone of key
road projects in Mandya.
New Delhi (Agencies):
The government has also
taken several initiatives
to ease the burden on the
poor and downtrodden
section. With the world
largest, transparent and
accountable program of
Ayushman Bharat being
launched by this govern-
ment, it is catering to
the citizens welfare and
simultaneously generat-
ing jobs and enterprise”,
said Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
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Jamshedpur (Agencies): A woman killed her hus-
band and tried to burn his body inside their house
in Old Subhash Colony in Jharkhand`s Jamshedpur.
The accused locked herself inside and electrified
the door to prevent the police from breaking in. The
incident took place on Thursday night. The deceased
has been identified as Amarnath Singh, who was as-
sociated with the transport and real estate business.
WOMAN KILLS HUSBAND, TRIES TO BURN
BODY; ELECTRIFIES DOOR TO STOP POLICE
New Delhi (ANI): Delhi Police Special Cell bust-
ed an International Narcotic Drug cartel in Delhi
on Friday, as informed by the officials. “14.5 kg
Methaqualone and one car used in transporting
drugs were recovered from Delhi and Noida,” said
the officials in a statement. Reportedly, the cartel
members used to store drugs at a house in a posh
colony in Greater Noida.
DELHI POLICE SPECIAL CELL BUSTS
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTIC DRUG CARTEL
‘YOUR TERRORISTS’ VS
‘MY TERRORISTS’: INDIA
AT UNITED NATIONS
United Nations: India has
said that the tendency to
categorise terrorism on the
basis of motivations behind
terrorist acts is “dangerous”
and asserted that all kinds
of terror attacks, whether
motivated by Islamophobia,
anti-Sikh, anti-Buddhist or
anti-Hindu prejudices, are
condemnable. Underlining
that there cannot be good or
bad terrorists, India said such
an approach “will only take
us back to the pre-9/11 era
of labelling terrorists as ‘Your
Terrorists’ and ‘My Terrorists’
 erase collective gains the
international community has
made over the last 2 decades.
INDIA-PAK: TO RESOLVE
DISPUTE, WE SUPPORT
CONSTRUCTIVE
DIALOGUE, SAYS US
Washington: The United
States supports a construc-
tive dialogue and meaningful
conversation between India
and Pakistan, the Biden ad-
ministration said reiterating
that it’s for New Delhi and
Islamabad to decide on the
nature of that dialogue. The
US is ready to play its role
if they agree, it added. State
Department Spokesperson
Ned Price, in response to
a question, refused any
meditating role for the US
for talks between India and
Pakistan. “Because these are
decisions for the countries
themselves,” Price said.
US REAFFIRMS “INDIA IS A
GLOBAL STRATEGIC PARTNER”
Washington (ANI):
The US on Thursday (lo-
cal time) reiterated that
India is a global strate-
gic partner of America.
In a US State Depart-
ment press briefing,
spokespersonNed Price
said, “our message to In-
dia and about India is
consistent. India is a
global strategic partner
of US,” while replying
on US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken recent
visit to India and his au-
dience with PM Naren-
dra Modi.
“Secy did have an au-
dience with PM when he
was in Delhi for G20,”
said Price.
Blinken was in India
to take part in the G20
ForeignMinisters’Meet-
ing and the Raisina Dia-
logue. “The engage-
ments we’ve had with
our Indian partners at
the ministerial level, at
the leader level, at all
levels, have been in fur-
therance of deepening
the already extensive
ties between our two
countries,” said US
State Department
spokesperson.
He said that the US
want to deepen global
strategic partnership
with India.
“There are various
ways in which our two
societies are inter-
twined. So every time
we have an opportunity
to meet with our Indian
counterparts, it is an ef-
fort to deepen what is
that already quite exten-
sive global strategic
partnership,”saidPrice.
India-US bilateral re-
lations have developed
into a “global strategic
partnership”, based on
shared democratic val-
ues and increasing con-
vergence of interests on
bilateral, regional and
global issues.
Regular exchange of
high-level political vis-
its has provided sus-
tained momentum to
bilateral cooperation,
while the wide-ranging
and ever-expanding dia-
logue architecture has
established a long-term
framework for India-US
engagement.
Today, the India-U.S.
bilateral cooperation is
broad-based and multi-
sectoral, covering trade
and investment, de-
fence and security, edu-
cation, science and
technology, cyber secu-
rity, high-technology,
civil nuclear energy,
space technology and
applications, clean en-
ergy, environment, ag-
riculture and health.
Vibrant people-to-
people interaction and
support across the po-
litical spectrum in both
countries nurture our
bilateral relationship.
Secy did
have an au-
dience with
PM when he was in
Delhi for G20. I’m
not in a position to
detail what was ex-
changed between
them.
—Ned Price, Spokesperson,
US State Department
PUNJAB BUDGET 2023
AAP GOVT PRESENTS
`1,96,462 crore
Budget with focus on education,
health and agriculture sectors
P
unjab Finance
Minister Har-
pal Singh
Cheema presented a
`1.96-lakh-crore state
budget for 2023-24 in
the assembly here on
Friday with a focus on
agriculture, education
and health segments.
Speaking in the As-
sembly, Harpal Chee-
ma said education,
health, and agricul-
ture are among the
priority sectors for
the government.
Total budget size
has been increased by
26 per cent to `1,96,462
crore for 2023-24 over
the previous year, the
state finance minister
said. It is the first full
budget of the AAP
government.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BUDGET
z On the health sector,
the minister said 10.50
lakh people have been
treated in ‘Aam Aadmi
Clinics’ in the state so far.
z Cheema said 26,797
jobs have been given
so far by the Bhagwant
Mann government.
z Gross State Domes-
tic Product (GSDP) of
Punjab to be `6.98 crore
for FY23/24.
z A total of `13,888
crore has been allocated
for agriculture and allied
sector, up by 20 per cent.
z For Sports, Cheema
proposed an allocation
of `258 crore which
is 55% more than FY
2022-23, he claimed.
z For Education, Chee-
ma proposed an outlay of
`17,072 crore for school
and higher education,
which is 12% higher than
the previous year. `20
crore have been allocated
for latest training of
school principals in the
budget.
z A budgetary provi-
sion of `4,781 crore
has been allocated
for health and family
welfare in FY 2023-24
which is 11% higher
than the previous year
2022-23(RE).
B’luru-Mysuru
Expressway will
contribute to
K’taka’s growth,
says PM Modi
New Delhi(Agencies):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday said
the Bengaluru-Mysuru
Expressway was an im-
portant connectivity
project that will con-
tribute to Karnataka’s
growth trajectory. The
expressway is set for in-
auguration soon.
PM Modi tagged a
tweet by Minister of
Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gad-
kari who said the con-
struction of the Bengal-
uru-Mysuru Express-
way, which encircles a
portion of NH-275, in-
cludes four rail over-
bridges, nine signifi-
cant bridges, 40 minor
bridges, and 89 under-
passes and overpasses.
“An important con-
nectivity project which
will contribute to Kar-
nataka’s growth trajec-
tory,” PM Modi said of
the project.
LSspeakertoattendAssemblyofInter-ParlUnion
Manama [Bahrain]
(ANI): LokSabhaSpeak-
er Om Birla arrived in
Bahrain’s capital Mana-
ma on Friday with a Par-
liamentarydelegationto
attend the 146th Assem-
bly of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union.
The Lok Sabha
Speaker received a
warm welcome from
the Deputy Chairman
and Members of the
Bahrain Parliament
Shura Jamal Fakhro.
“Arrived in Bahrain
to a warm welcome by
H.E. Mr. Jamal Fakhro,
Deputy Chairman 
Members of @Shura-
Bahrain. In #IPU146,
will speak on “Promot-
ing peaceful co-exist-
ence  inclusive socie-
ties: Fight against intol-
erance”. Will also hold
several bilaterals with
counterparts,” Birla
said in a tweet.
Lok Sabha Speaker
will lead an Indian Par-
liamentary delegation
(IPD)tothe146thAssem-
bly of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union (IPU) to
beheldinManama,Bah-
rain from March 11-15.
As per official state-
ment, Birla will meet
IPU president Duarte
Pacheco on March 10
and discuss matters of
mutual interest. Later
in the evening, Birla
will interact with mem-
bers of the Indian com-
munity in Manama.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla in Manama to attend the 146th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, on Friday. —PHOTO BY ANI
3 IAS officers of 2014 batch still
waiting to become collector
Dr Ahtesham Siddiqui
Lucknow: 3 IAS offic-
ers of 2014 batch have
not been able to become
collectors till now
whereas their batch-
mates are posted in the
districts as collectors in
which the names of IAS
Kritika Sharma, IAS
Mridul Chaudhary, and
IAS Akshay Tripathi
are prominent.
IASKritika,currently
serving as Additional
Commissioner Indus-
tries posted in Kan-
pur, returned to UP on
marriage ground after
staying in West Bengal
cadre for 8 years.
IAS Mridul Chowd-
hary
, serving as Project
Administrator, Greater
ShardaDevelopmentAu-
thority is posted in Luc-
know. IAS Akshay Trip-
athi, Special Secretary
UP IT  Electronic, is
posted in Lucknow.
Out of 20 IAS offic-
ers, 15 have become DM
while 2 officials have
gone on interstate depu-
tation to Kashmir. Now,
government is thinking
of making these 3 Col-
lectors.
IAS Mridul Chaudhary IAS Kritika Sharma IAS Akshay Tripathi
440 new cases, active
infections rise to 3,294
New Delhi (PTI): India
recorded 440 new coro-
navirus infections,
while the active cases
increased to 3,294, ac-
cording to the Union
Health Ministry data
updated on Friday
.
The death count
stands at 5,30,779 with
one death reported by
Rajasthan, one by Kar-
nataka and one fatality
reconciled by Kerala,
the data updated at 8 am
stated.
The Covid case tally
was recorded at 4.46
crore (4,46,89,512).
The national COV-
ID-19 recovery rate has
been recorded at 98.80
per cent, the ministry
said. The number of
people who have recu-
perated from the dis-
ease surged to
4,41,55,439, while the
case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.19%.
CRUCIAL READ
Washington (ANI): Indian American Vedant Patel
will be serving as the interim spokesperson of the
US State Department, as Ned
Price is going to step down
this month. According to
the announcement made by
US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken, Patel will take
over the position of interim
spokesperson. Price will continue to work directly for
Antony Blinken at State Department.
INDIAN-AMERICAN VEDANT PATEL TO BE
INTERIM SPOKESMAN OF US STATE DEPT
Bhopal (Agencies): A group of women cops bull-
dozed the home of a rape accused in Madhya
Pradesh, the latest in the
series of bulldozer justice as
witnessed in BJP-ruled states.
The officer who led the team
said it was a heinous crime
and the cops did a “good
job”, adding that such actions
deserve such a punishment. A minor was gang-raped
in Damoh, nearly 250 km from capital Bhopal.
MADHYA PRADESH WOMEN COPS
BULLDOZE HOME OF RAPE-ACCUSED
Guwahati (Agencies): Several people, including
policemen, were injured after a protest rally against
some parts of the state being
declared as protected areas
turned violent. Security forces
had to use force to combat the
mob in Kangpokpi district. A
video showed some protesters
throwing stones at the security
forces. According to police sources, since section 144
of CrPC was in place, the police stopped the protesters.
SEVERAL INJURED AS PROTESTERS
CLASH WITH POLICE IN MANIPUR
These tournaments will give rise to more superstars: Thakur
First India Bureau
New Delhi: “Haidumto
Badhaokadamisthetag-
line of the Khelo India
Dus ka Dum event and it
is another major step we
have taken to empower
women through sports,”
mentioned Thakur.
“SAI’s endeavour to or-
ganizeWomen’sLeagues
across 14 sports all over
the country since many
months has given oppor-
tunity to 20,000 strong
women athletes to get
the exposure and em-
powerment they need. I
am also happy to state
that these leagues have
found profound suc-
cess,” the Union Minis-
ter added.
Citing examples of
elite athletes like Mary
Kom and PV Sindhu,
Thakur said, “From
Mary Kom to Lovlina to
Nikhat and PV Sindhu
to Saina Nehwal, these
girls have given their all
to bring glory to India
time and again. Now
tournaments like these
will give rise to more
such superstars. We are
doing everything to pro-
vide the best of tourna-
ments and playfields,
now it’s time for all the
women to show their
mettle.”
Also present at the
grand launch of the
event on Friday morn-
ing were Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI) Direc-
tor General Sandip
Pradhan as well as oth-
er dignitaries from the
Union Sports Ministry
and SAI. The opening
ceremony was also at-
tended at the JLN Sta-
dium by almost 2000
women athletes, com-
prising Khelo India Dus
ka Dum participants as
well as campers.
Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur with Women's World Boxing
Champion Nikhat Zareen, and others at IBA Women’s World Boxing
Championships inaugural event in New Delhi on Friday. 
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 55,540.00 395.00 0.71 (Per 10g)
SILVER 62,095.00 115.00 0.18 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.02 0.04 0.04
GBPINR 98.01 0.70 0.72
CURRENCIES
Passenger vehicle dispatches in fast lane
New Delhi (PTI): Indian
automakers dispatched
nearly 2.92 lakh passenger
vehicles, the highest ever
for February so far, driven
by strong demand for cars
and utility vehicles, indus-
try body SIAM said on
Friday
.
The total passenger vehi-
cle dispatches from compa-
nies to dealers last month
increased 11% to 2,91,928
units from 2,62,984 units in
February 2022.
Passenger car sales rose
to1,42,201unitsinFebruary
against 1,33,572 units in the
year-ago period. Similarly,
utility vehicle dispatches,
including sports utility ve-
hicles, rose to 1,38,238 units
compared to 1,20,122 units
in February 2022.
Dispatches of vans rose
to 11,489 units last month
from 9,290 units in Febru-
ary 2022. The total two-
wheeler wholesale dis-
patches rose 8% to 11,29,661
units against 10,50,079
units in February last year.
BEST-EVER FEBRUARY PERFORMANCE
MAJOR
FINDINGS
z The total passenger vehicle
dispatches from companies
to dealers last month
increased 11% to 2,91,928
units from 2,62,984 units in
February 2022
z The total two-wheeler
wholesale dispatches rose
8% to 11,29,661 units
against 10,50,079 units in
February last year
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: FMCG major
HUL on Friday announced
the appointment of Rohit
Jawa as the MD  CEO to
succeed Sanjiv Mehta.
Jawa, presently the Chief
of Transformation for Uni-
lever, would take over the
leadership role for a term
of five consecutive years
with effect from June 27,
2023. “The appointment
of Rohit Jawa as a whole-
time director and MD 
CEO will be subject to ap-
proval of Shareholders
and other statutory ap-
provals as may be appli-
cable,” it added. —PTI
ROHIT JAWA TO
SUCCEED SANJIV
MEHTA AS HUL CEO
New Delhi: Gold price
jumped `395 to `55,540
per 10 grams in the na-
tional capital on Friday
amid strong global trends,
according to HDFC Secu-
rities. In the previous
trade, the precious metal
had ended at `55,145 per
10 grams. Silver, however,
declined `115 to `62,095
per kg. “Spot gold prices
in the Delhi markets trad-
ed at `55,540/10 grams,
up `395/10 grams,” said
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities at
HDFC Securities. In the
overseas market, gold
was trading higher at
$1,833 per ounce while
silver was down at $20.09
per ounce. —PTI
GOLD JUMPS `395
PER 10 GM; SILVER
DECLINES `115/KG
New Delhi: Global Surfac-
es Ltd on Friday said it
has set a price band of
`133-140 a share for its
IPO. The initial share sale,
which opens for subscrip-
tion on March 13, will
close on March 15. The
IPO comprises fresh issu-
ance of 85.20 lakh equity
shares and an OFS of up
to 25.5 lakh equity shares
by promoters -- Mayank
Shah and Sweta Shah. At
the upper end of the price
band, the company is ex-
pected to fetch `155 crore
from the IPO. —PTI
GLOBAL SURFACES
SETS IPO PRICE BAND
AT `133-140/SHARE
New Delhi: Equity mutual
funds attracted `15,685
crore in February, making
it the highest net infusion
in nine months despite
significant volatility in the
stock markets. This is
higher than `12,546 crore
inflow seen in January
and `7,303 crore in De-
cember. February also
saw the 24th straight
month of inflows into eq-
uity-oriented mutual fund
schemes, data with the
Amfi showed. Backed by
healthy inflow into equity
funds, the mutual fund in-
dustry saw an inflow of
`9,575 crore. —PTI
EQUITY MUTUAL
FUNDS INFLOWS HIT
NINE-MONTH HIGH
*Rates till the edition went to print.
INDIA, US INK MoU ON
SEMICONDUCTOR
SUPPLY CHAIN
New Delhi: India and the US
on Friday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
on semicon-
ductor supply
chain and in-
novation part-
nership during
the Commercial Dialogue 2023
here, the commerce ministry
said. “During the Dialogue, a
MoU on establishing semi-
conductor supply chain and
innovation partnership under
the framework of India-US
Commercial Dialogue was
signed between India and US,”
it said. —PTI
DELOITTE NEARLY
DOUBLES INDIA
WORKFORCE IN 3 YRS
New Delhi: Deloitte in India
has hired close to 50,000
profession-
als over the
last three
years, nearly
doubling the
headcount as it invests in
people and productive capacity
in the country. In a statement
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
India LLP said it focused on
building skills to deliver
technology-driven growth. It
also announced completion of
a pilot project to help address
the issue of stubble burning in
North India.  —PTI
DGCA DEREGISTERS
SPICEJET’S TWO
BOEING PLANES
New Delhi: SpiceJet’s two
Boeing 737-800 planes have
been deregis-
tered by avia-
tion watchdog
DGCA, with
the no-frills
carrier saying both aircraft are
being returned in the “most
efficient manner consensu-
ally”. A SpiceJet spokesperson
also said the return of the
two aircraft will not impact its
operations. The DGCA dereg-
istered VT-SZK and VT-SYA on
March 6 and 9, respectively,
according to notices on the
regulator’s website. —PTI
`14 CRORE WORTH
LIQUOR SOLD IN NOIDA
AHEAD OF HOLI
Noida: Liquor worth around
`14 crore was sold across
Noida and Greater Noida in
the two days
ahead of Holi,
after subdued
sales since
the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Gautam Buddh Nagar Excise
Department officials said on
Friday. In the run-up to Holi
last year, the revenue earned
from liquor sales stood around
`11.5 crore, while liquor worth
approximately `9 crore was
sold on December 30 and 31,
they said. —PTI
DEMAND FOR CALL CENTER, REMOTE CUSTOMER
SERVICE JOBS SEE SHARP UPTICK SINCE COVID
New Delhi: Businesses are recognising the rising importance of
improving customer experience as there has been an exponential
surge in demand from jobseekers for
call centre and remote customer ser-
vice jobs since pre-pandemic, says
a survey. According to data from
leading job site Indeed, there was an
elevated demand for call centre and
remote customer service jobs in the
period from January 2020 - Janu-
ary 2021, with a sharp increase of 498.40% in job postings and a
tremendous increase in jobseeker interest. —PTI
OTHER STORIES
IN FEBRUARY 2023
Retail inflation in India easing slightly
New Delhi (FIB): Retail
inflation in India likely
eased a bit in February but
stayed above the Reserve
Bank of India’s upper
threshold for a second
straight month, keeping
the central bank on course
for further policy tighten-
ing, according to a Reuters
poll.
Rises in food prices,
which account for nearly
half of the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) basket, likely
moderated last month.
However, the bulk of the
slowdown probably came
from easing international
prices and the govern-
ment’s efforts to provide
additional supplies of
wheat.
Despite those temporary
measures, lower crop
yields because of warmer-
than-usual temperatures
last year and this year
were likely to keep infla-
tion elevated in the near-
term period.
The March 2-9 Reuters
poll of 43 economists
showed inflation, as meas-
ured by the CPI, likely
fell to an annual 6.35% in
February from 6.52% in
January.
Only one economist ex-
pected inflation to fall be-
low the 6.00% mark, the
upper limit of the RBI’s
tolerance band. Forecasts
ranged from 5.89% to 6.70%
for the data, which are due
to be released at 1200 GMT
on March 13.
“With vegetable prices
normalising, inflation has
started to harden as the in-
herent price pressures
have barely shown any
meaningful signs of mod-
eration.”
“In fact, food inflation
ex-pulses and vegetables
has now reached a nine-
and-a-half-year high,”
wrote Kunal Kundu,
India economist at Societe
Generale.
“While we do not expect
a sharp rise in inflation
over the next few quarters,
the pace of easing would be
much slower than expect-
ed, especially given the
likely impact of El Nino
weather condition on food
prices. We cannot rule out
(a) further upside surprise
to inflation.”
An El Nino weather pat-
tern usually results in be-
low-average rainfall, cut-
ting yields and pushing up
food prices.
A weaker rupee, which
fell around 10% last year
and is expected to recover
only some of those losses
in the coming months, is
also adding to upward
price pressures.
TOP TALKING
POINTS
z Retail inflation in India likely
eased a bit in February but
stayed above the Reserve Bank
of India’s upper threshold for a
second straight month, keeping
the central bank on course for
further policy tightening
z Rises in food prices, which
account for nearly half of the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
basket, likely moderated last
month
z The bulk of the slowdown
probably came from easing
int’l prices and govt’s efforts to
provide additional supplies
New Delhi (PTI): The
number of subscribers un-
der the National Pension
Scheme (NPS) and Atal
Pension Yojana (APY) in-
creased 23% to over 6.24
crore as of March 4, the
Finance Ministry said on
Friday
.
Of this, there was over
28% growth in APY sub-
scribers and more than 1
crore new customers were
added. The total pension
assets under management
(AUM) under NPS and APY
grew 23.45% year-on-year
to `8.82 lakh crore as of
March 4, 2023.
“The number of sub-
scribers under various
schemes under the Nation-
al Pension System (NPS)
rose to 624.81 lakh as of
March 4th 2023 from 508.47
lakh on March 5, 2022,
showing a y-o-y increase of
22.88%,” the ministry said
in a statement.
As of March 31 last year,
the total number of NPS
subscribers was 5.20 crore.
Of the total 6.24 crore
subscribers currently
, 23.86
lakh and 60.72 lakh are cen-
tral and state government
employees, respectively.
Corporate subscribers
stood at 16.63 lakh.
The number of APY sub-
scribers rose 28.4% to 4.53
crore as of March 4, 2023.
NPS,APY
subscribers rise
23% in FY23
Sensex, Nifty decline
1% on selling in IT and
financial shares
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark stock indices Sensex
and Nifty tanked more
than 1% on Friday due to
heavy selling in IT, finan-
cial and oil stocks in line
with weak trends in the
global markets.
The 30-share Sensex
tanked 671.15 points or
1.12% to close at 59,135.13,
as 21 of its scrips declined.
The index opened lower
and slid further to touch a
low of 58,884.98 in the day
.
The broader Nifty
plunged 176.70 points or 1%
to close at 17,412.90, with 35
of its stocks ending in the
red. The index moved in a
range of 17,324.35 to
17,451.50 during the ses-
sion.
Among Sensex shares,
HDFC Bank fell the most
by 2.58%, followed by SBI
(2.12%), HDFC (2.09%), and
IndusInd Bank (2.02%).
Axis Bank, Bajaj Fin-
serv, MM, LT, Reliance,
Infosys and TCS were
among the major losers.
In contrast, Tata Motors,
Maruti, NTPC, Sun Phar-
ma, Power Grid and Titan
were among the gainers.
RUPEE GAINS 4 PAISE TO CLOSE AT 82.02
AGAINST AMERICAN CURRENCY
New Delhi (PTI): The rupee pared its initial losses to settle 4 paise
higher at 82.02 (provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit opened at
82.12 against the American currency and
finally closed at 82.02 (provisional) against
the greenback, registering a gain of 4 paise
over its previous close of 82.06. During the
session, the rupee touched a high of 81.99
and a low of 82.14 against the dollar.
EQUITY INVESTORS’
WEALTH PLUNGES
`1.36 LAKH CRORE
New Delhi (PTI): Investors
became poorer by `1.36
lakh crore on Friday as the
markets witnessed a sell-off
amid weak global trends.
The sharp decline in equities
eroded `1,36,037.96 crore
from the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms and that now stands at
`2,62,94,723.65 crore.
Foreign Institutional
Investors emerged as net
sellers in the capital market
on Thursday as they sold
shares worth `561.78 crore.
Industrial production rises 5.2% in Jan
New Delhi (PTI): India’s
industrial production
growth perked up slightly
to 5.2% in January from
4.7% in December 2022,
mainly due to good perfor-
mance of the power, min-
ing and manufacturing sec-
tors, according to official
data released on Friday
.
There was an improve-
ment on an annual as well
as sequential basis. The
factory output growth
measured in terms of the
Index of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP) stood at 2% in
January 2022.
As per the IIP data re-
leased by the National Sta-
tistical Office, the manu-
facturing sector’s output
grew 3.7% in January 2023
from 1.9% a year ago.
Mining output rose 8.8%
during the month under
review compared to 3% in
January 2022. Power gen-
eration also surged 12.7%
in January 2023 against
0.9%intheyear-agomonth.
As per use-based classifi-
cation, the capital goods
segment recorded a growth
of 11% in January against
a growth of 1.8% in the cor-
responding month of the
last fiscal.
Consumer durables out-
put declined by 7.5% com-
pared to a contraction of
4.4% a year ago.
FCI sells 5.39 LT wheat in 5th
auction round under OMSS
New Delhi (PTI): Food
Corporation of India sold
5.39 lakh tonnes (LT) of
wheat to bulk consumers,
including flour millers, in
fifth round of e-auction.
In the previous four
rounds, about 23.47 lakh
tonnes of wheat were sold
under the Open Market
Sale Scheme (OMSS) to
bulk users as part of steps
to cool down retail prices of
the foodgrain and wheat
flour, according to the food
ministry
. The fifth round of
e-auction was conducted on
March 9 and about 11.88
lakh tonnes of wheat were
offered for sale from 657 de-
pots across 23 regions of
FCI.“
About5.39lakhtonnes
of wheat has been sold to
1,248 bidders,” the ministry
said in a statement.
Against the average re-
serve price of `2,140.29 per
quintal, the weighted aver-
age selling price was
`2,197.91 per quintal.
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If you want to grow, you must
learn to accept the challenges with
a positive mindset. Every challenge
helps to unlock a new part of our potential.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
94% reserved for road, bridge, infra projects
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Thebudgetof
Mumbai Metropolitan
RegionDevelopmentAu-
thority for fiscal 2023-24
was presented by Metro-
politan Commissioner
SVR Srinivas on Friday
.
Over94%of expenditure
has been earmarked for
roadandbridgeprojects,
public transport and
other infrastructure de-
velopment works.
As per an MMRDA
release, the total esti-
mated receipt is
Rs23,689.77 crore, in-
cluding a loan from the
Maharashtra govern-
ment, while the total
estimated expenditure
is Rs28,704.98 crore,
leaving a deficit of
Rs5,014.41 crore.
It was presented in
the MMRDA’s 15th meet-
ing in the presence of
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and his deputy
Devendra Fadnavis
Srinivas also present-
ed a revised budget of
MMRDA for 2022-23
with estimated total
revenue of Rs14,535.39
crore and total expendi-
ture estimated at
Rs15,452.98 crore. Both
the budgets were ap-
proved in the meeting,
the release informed.
The state government
granted permission for
raising loans up to
Rs60,000 crore when re-
quired to complete the
ambitious projects of
MMRDA, which also
proposes to monetize its
assets through infra-
structure investment
trusts, toll operate trans-
fer and alternate invest-
ment fund (AIF) etc.
MMRDA 2023-24 BUDGET
Proposal for toll from vehicles entering Mum from 2027 submitted.
MMRDA seeks to study technical
feasibility of the ‘Mumbai Eye’ project at
Bandra Reclamation by appointment of a
developer; will give tourism boost: Srinivas
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Cab service
providers Ola and Uber
have applied to the Ma-
harashtra government
for aggregator licences,
a Regional Transport
Office (RTO) official
said on Friday
.
The Central and Ma-
harashtra government
require app-based com-
panies to have a license.
Acting on a directive
of the Supreme Court,
the cab service firms
have applied for aggre-
gator licences at Mum-
bai’s Tardeo RTO,
which has jurisdiction
over the entire island
city, the official said.
Since 2014, app-based
taxis and autos have
been operating in Ma-
harashtra, but the gov-
ernment lacks efficient
measures to address
any violations by these
operators, which could
potentially be im-
proved with the issu-
ance of a license.
Bharat Kalaskar, re-
gional transport officer
from Tardeo RTO, said
that they received appli-
cations from Ola and
Uber for aggregator li-
cences 3-4 days ago.
The applications are
being reviewed and will
be presented to the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Transport Au-
thority (MMRTA) for a
final decision.
Licences of both op-
erators were revoked in
April, 2022.
Aurangabad (PTI):
Himanshu Tiwari, Gen-
eral secretary of Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
said on Friday that the
Maharashtra govern-
ment should learn from
Telangana and make
policies for farmers.
Some of the provi-
sions made in the Ma-
harashtra Budget were
the result of the pres-
sure created by BRS, he
claimed.
“The Maharashtra
government should
learn from Telangana
and frame policies for
farmers here. The farm-
ers were already getting
Rs6,000 in their ac-
counts. The state has
decided to add another
Rs6,000 to their account.
But this is not enough,”
he said.
Drawing a compari-
son, Tiwari said Telan-
gana is giving Rs10,000
per acre per year. “Tel-
angana Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao
told about this in his
Nanded rally last
month. Therefore, the
state government here
has announced the pro-
vision for farmers,” he
claimed.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: On Friday,
Health Minister Tana-
ji Sawant announced
the creation of the
Maharashtra Medical
Equipment Purchase
Authority, which will
facilitate government
procurement of medi-
cal equipment and
drugs through a cen-
tralized entity
.
The state Health De-
partment plans to re-
vivetheHaffkineInsti-
tute, which focuses on
vaccine development
and manufacturing. A
bill to establish this
authority has been
passed by both Houses
of thestatelegislature.
Until now every
government depart-
ment purchased nec-
essary medical equip-
ment and medicines
separately, often at
varying rates.
Purchases of medi-
cines, medical equip-
ment, sonography
machines, dialysis
machines, ventila-
tors, CT scan ma-
chines and furniture
could be now made
through this authori-
ty. Even the Union
government and oth-
er states can make
purchases through it.
MaharashtraMedicalEquipment
Purchase Authority established
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Leader of Op-
position in the state Leg-
islative Assembly Ajit
PawaronFridayaccused
the state government of
being insensitive to
farmers’ problems.
Eight farmers end
their life in the state
every day, he claimed
after initiating a debate
on the farmers’ issues
in the Lower House of
the state legislature.
“The Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernmentisinsensitiveto
theproblemsof farmers.
Farmers’ morale has
plummeted because of
the government’s anti-
farmerpolicies,”hesaid.
“Everyday eight
farmers commit sui-
cide in the state,” the
Nationalist Congress
Party leader claimed.
Farmers in the state
are facing challenges
such as poor harvests
and crop loss due to un-
seasonal rains, Pawar
said.
They have to throw
away their produce
sometimes because of
low prices, he said.
Pawar also alleged
that electricity connec-
tions to agricultural
pumps are being dis-
connected for non-pay-
ment of bills.
Electricity bills of
farmers should be
waived as they are fac-
ing the impact of infla-
tion, he said.
The economy of Ma-
harashtra as well as the
country can not grow if
farmers are in distress,
the NCP leader said.
Farmers in the state
were also having trou-
ble getting crop loans,
and as nationalized
banks do not entertain
them they have to go to
money lenders, he said.
If they can not repay
the loan they have to
take the extreme step of
ending life, he added.
Insurance companies
do not pay out crop in-
surance if farmers face
losses due to heavy or
unseasonalrains,Pawar
claimed.
Production costs
have increased due to
rising prices of ferti-
lizer, he said, adding
that unless fertilizer
prices are brought un-
der control, farmers
will not get any profit.
Former Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena - UBT
chief Uddhav Thackeray with
his son and MLA Aaditya
Thackeray after paying
tribute to Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj on the occasion of
Shivaji Jayanti at Vile Parle in
Mumbai on Friday.
—PHOTO BY PTI
ODE TO THE
MARATHA
KING
CM to be chair,
health, medical
edu mins to be
vice-
chairpersons
‘Learn about farmer
policies from Telangana’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: An educa-
tionist arrested in a
money laundering case
secured loans from
banks for the renova-
tion of his schools but
ended up spending it on
a luxurious lifestyle,
the Enforcement Direc-
torate told a special
court here on Friday.
Vinay Aranha of the
Rosary Education
Group, a charitable
trust that runs schools,
was arrested by the
Central probe agency
on March 09 in an al-
leged loan fraud case.
He was produced be-
fore Special PMLA
Judge MG Deshpande,
who remanded him in
EDcustodytillMarch20.
As per the central
agency, Aranha is the
secretary of the trust.
The Rosary Education
Group had obtained a
loan of around Rs20
crore form Cosmos
Bank between 2015 and
2016.
“Investigation has
revealed he has been
leading a luxurious
and highflying life-
style. He has hosted
several events involv-
ing Bollywood celebri-
ties. He has recklessly
spent funds which
were meant for the ed-
ucational purpose of
his schools. He has
also purchased several
high-end luxury cars
worth crores of ru-
pees,” the ED told
court.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A petition
has been filed in the
Bombay High Court
challenging the state
government notifica-
tion on establishment
of Family Coordination
Committee to monitor
inter-faith and inter-
caste marriages in Ma-
harashtra.
Expressing dissent
over the move, the plea
states,“Thattheassump-
tion that adult women
who choose and consent
to marry someone from
another faith need to be
‘saved’ is misplaced and
goesagainstthespiritof
the Constitution.”
As per the petition by
Samajwadi Party MLA
Rais Shaikh, the resolu-
tion is discriminatory
against a particular reli-
gionandisthusviolative
of Articles 14 (right to
equality), Article 15 (for-
biddingdiscrimination),
21 (right to life which in-
cludes the right to pri-
vacy), and 25 (right to
freedom of religion) of
theConstitutionof India
amongst other Articles.
It further alleged that
the GR is government’s
attempt “to discourage
and/or forbid inter-
faith marriages and is
essentially a pre-cursor
to laws related to pur-
ported Love Jihad mar-
riages which has been
stayed in numerous
states of India.”
The Maharashtra
government issued the
GR on December 13,
2022, following the grue-
some murder of Shrad-
dha Walkar in Delhi al-
legedly by her inter-
faith live-in partner and
the committee is alleg-
edly meant to provide a
platform to ‘counsel,
communicate and re-
solve’ issues between
couples and families.
Thecommitteecanin-
tervene at the behest of
any person, which the
plea alleges is a breach
of the couple’s privacy
“especially when two
consenting adults are
married to each other”.
The petitioner stated
that the discourse
around marriage in In-
dia fails to place adult
individuals at the cen-
tre, and family and soci-
etal forces have always
played a role in deter-
mining young people’s
futures.
ED gets remand
of educationist
BANK LOAN FRAUD CASE
Uber, Ola apply for aggregator licences in Maha
Plea in HC opposes govt
inter-faith marriages panel
EIGHT FARMERS END LIFE IN
MAHA EVERY DAY: AJIT PAWAR
Leader of Oppn in
Assembly accuses
govt of insensitivity
towards issues faced
by agri workers
Ajit Pawar  —FILE PHOTO
The Eknath Shinde- Devendra Fad-
navis government is insensitive to the
problems of farmers. Farmers’ morale
has plummeted because of the government’s an-
ti-farmer policies. —Ajit Pawar, NCP leader
FOR FARMERS
Earlier this
week, Leader
of Opposition Ajit
Pawar had raised
the issue of dam-
aged crops due to
excessive rainfall
in the House. He
demanded that the
government spell
out how it plans
to mitigate the
hardships of farm-
ers who lost their
standing crops
due to unseasonal
rains, thunder-
storms, hailstorms
and lightning.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court on Friday
directed the Income Tax
Department not to take
any action till March 17
on penalty notices is-
sued to Reliance ADAG
Group Chairman Anil
Ambani under the
Black Money Act for al-
leged tax evasion.
A bench of Justices
GS Patel and Neela
Gokhale passed the or-
der while hearing a pe-
tition filed by Ambani
challenging a show-
cause notice issued to
him under the Black
Money (Undisclosed
Foreign Income and As-
sets) and Imposition of
Tax Act, 2015.
The Income Tax De-
partment has issued
him the show-cause no-
tice for alleged tax eva-
sion of Rs420 crore.
Senior Advocate
Rafique Dada, appear-
ing for Ambani, on Fri-
day sought to challenge
the penalty notices and
also asked permission
to amend the petition.
The court allowed it
and directed no action
till the next hearing.
Tax ‘evasion’: HC
gives interim
relief to Ambani
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Burgundy provides a
classic, opulent-
looking alternative to
brights and pastels
throughout the spring
and summer. Let’s
dive into the world of
Burgundy fashion
with City First!
MRIDULA SHARMA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
he word “Burgundy”
is derived from the
wine of the same
name, which has a
deep shade of red.
Devil Red is another
name for burgundy.
Elegant, classic, and refined
describe this colour. Moreo-
ver, the hue is frequently used
to denote wealth and author-
ity. When it comes to colour
combinations, colours like
grey and burgundy go well
brilliantly. Burgundy also
gives lighter hues like teal,
gold, and yellow an intriguing
depth.
Your burgundy dress is ap-
propriate for both a formal
occasion and a party hour.
With the correct accessories,
you can dress it up for just
about any event. There is no
right or wrong way to do it.
But there are some amazing
combinations you can try
with your burgundy outfits.
It’s colour adaptability is un-
questionably one of the rea-
sons it is so well-liked and has
long been in fashion.
You don’t need to choose
any brightly coloured shoes
to complete your look because
burgundy is a strong, dramat-
ic hue on its own. Instead,
look through your closet for
any wedges, sandals, or high
heels with a neutral or gold
tone. They are a nice way to
accessories your garment
without going overboard.
Bring your belongings in a
compact, opaque bag. Avoid
carrying a bulky purse or
handbag around all day by
keeping your wallet, phone,
and other essentials in a
stylish clutch. Black
clutches add a sophisticat-
ed touch without over-
powering the rest of your
ensemble.
Burgundy and soft
pink work well togeth-
er to create a roman-
tic image. This tint
pairs beautifully
with colours like
blue or almond for
everyday attire.
The outcome? An
elegant and
classy appear-
ance.
T
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