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SC to hear batch of pleas by Sena factions on February 14
Kartikey Dev Singh
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Tues-
day posted for February
14thehearingof abatch
of petitions filed by ri-
val factions Uddhav
Thackeray and Chief
MinisterEknathShinde
in relation to the Maha-
rashtra political crisis.
A five-judge Constitu-
tion bench of Chief Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud,
Justices MR Shah,
Krishna Murari, Hima
Kohli and PS Narasim-
ha said, “We will hear it
on February 14.” At the
outset, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal appearing
for the Thackeray fac-
tion told the bench that
in the last hearing he
had indicated that he
wants to argue on the
need for a seven-judge
bench to hear the case.
The top court will
first hear arguments on
whether the matter is
heard by a sev-
e n - j u d g e
bench or
by a five-
j u d g e
bench.
Sibal
sought a reference of
the five-judge bench
judgment in the Na-
bam Rebia case to
a seven-judge
bench.
The Thacker-
ay-led faction
had ap-
proached the
top court chal-
lenging the
Maharash-
tra Gover-
nor Bhagat
Singh Ko-
shiyari’s decision to in-
vite Eknath Shinde to
form the government
and also the Speaker’s
election and floor test.
Later they challenged
the Shinde group ap-
proaching the poll panel
claiming they were
‘real’ Shiv Sena.
They had also chal-
lenged the newly ap-
pointed Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker’s ac-
tion recognising the
whip of the Eknath
Shinde group as the
whip of Shiv Sena. The
plea said the newly ap-
pointed Speaker has no
jurisdiction to recog-
nise whips nominated
by Shinde as Uddhav
Thackeray is still the
head of the Shiv Sena of-
ficial party
.
MAHARASHTRA POLITICAL CRISIS
BJP legislator
urges Maha CM
to form panel to
draft UCC
Mumbai: A BJP MLA
on Tuesday demanded
the formation of a com-
mittee to draft a bill for
a Uniform Civil Code in
Maharashtra, saying
the UCC will bring
equality among men
and women. MLA Atul
Bhatkhalkar, made the
demand through a let-
ter to CM Eknath Shin-
de and Deputy CM Dev-
endra Fadnavis.
“The SC had stated the
states have the right to
draft such law,
thus govt
s h o u l d
also form
a commit-
tee,” he
stated.
Mumbai: As the Supreme Court on Tuesday said it
will start hearing on February 14 on pleas filed by
rival Shiv Sena factions, Opposition leader in Ma-
harashtra Ajit Pawar maintained there will be tarikh
par tarikh’ (dates after dates), indicating a prolonged
legal battle over the matter. He said the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav), an ally of NCP and the Congress, is doing
the job of presenting the case through its lawyers in
the apex court. Pawar said, “Tarikh par tarikh hone
wali hain (there will be dates after dates for hearing).
It is their (court’s) right. Can anyone ask the judiciary
(about this)?” “It is totally their (SC) right. We are
also seeing that it’s been six months (since the revolt
in Shiv Sena) and dates (for hearing) are being given.
Now, they have given the next date as February 14,”
said the Leader of Opposition in the state Assembly.
THERE WILL BE ‘TARIKH PAR TARIKH’,
SAYS OPPOSITION LEADER AJIT PAWAR
Shinde faction concludes argument,
ECI fixes Jan 17 as next hearing date
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Shiv Sena
(Shinde)concludedtheir
argument on Tuesday in
the party’s symbol case
in front of the Election
Commission of India.
The ECI has fixed 17
January as the next date
for hearing.
The ECI had frozen
the bow and arrow sym-
bol of the Shiv Sena and
had allotted the ‘Two
Swords and Shield sym-
bol’ to the Eknath Shin-
de faction of Shiv Sena
and the ‘flaming torch’
(mashaal) election sym-
bol was allotted to the
Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion for the bypoll in
Andheri East assembly
constituency in Novem-
ber last year.
InNovemberlastyear,
Uddhav Thackeray had
moved a writ plea in the
Delhi High Court
against the ECI decision
to freeze Election Sym-
bol of Bow and Arrow.
However, the plea was
dismissed by the court.
Notably, EC passed
theinterimordersaying
in Andheri East bypolls,
neither of the two
groups shall be permit-
ted to use the symbol
“Bow and Arrow”, re-
served for “Shiv Sena”.
The Commission’s
ruling had come amid
the ongoing symbol war
between the Uddhav
Thackeray camp and ri-
val Eknath Shinde
camp.
The date of
hearing hap-
pens to be on
February 14 (celebrat-
ed as Valentine’s Day).
Everything will hap-
pen with love. From
February 14, the Con-
stitution bench will
hear the matter with-
out any break. This is
very important for us. 
—Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena
(UBT)
DEMOLITION DRIVE TO BEGIN AT JOSHIMATH TODAY
Cracks ‘breaking
down’ into tears!
l Joshimath people get emotional as they leave homes
l 2 hotels, other sinking houses marked red; evacuated
l CSIR-NGRI in Joshimath; to submit report in 2 weeks
First India Bureau
Joshimath: The temple
town is sinking gradual-
ly with huge cracks de-
veloping in houses, on
roads and fields. Many
houses have tilted and
aresinking.Peoplebreak
down as they leave their
homes that have been
markedunsafebythedis-
trict administration.
Demolition drive in the
‘sinking’ town of Joshi-
math to raze the resi-
dences and buildings
prone to collapse will be-
gin today
.
So far, 678 houses in
Joshimath have devel-
oped cracks, and 81 fami-
lies have been temporar-
ily shifted to safer loca-
tions. The authorities
have identified unsafe,
dangerous buildings in
the region and have
marked them with red
cross(X)symbols.NCMC
said immediate priority
istocompleteevacuation
of residents from affect-
ed areas.  P6
Women get emotional as they leave home in Joshimath on Tuesday.
NOT EVERY ISSUE OF URGENCY MUST
BE TAKEN UP BY SC: CJI CHANDRACHUD
New Delhi: Not every issue of urgency must be taken
up by the Supreme Court when democratically elected
institutions are addressing it, CJI DY Chandrachud said
on Tuesday, posting a PIL into land subsidence in Uttara-
khand’s Joshimath for a hearing on January 16.
As of now, 678
buildings marked have
been marked ‘unsafe’.
Many have vacated their homes
and the evacuation process is
still underway. 8 teams of SDRF,
one of NDRF, one extra company
of PAC and police officials are
present there. If needed, some
areas will be sealed.
—Ashok Kumar, Uttarakhand DGP
All Indians should make
efforts to make India the top
most country in the world
when it reaches 100th year
of its independence.
—Amit Shah, Union Home Minister
LIGHT AND SOUND
SHOW AT RED FORT
IN NEW AVATAR
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Noting that
the next 25 year is cru-
cial for India, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday said
that it is a period for col-
lective efforts of 130
crore people to see India
at the top. The minister
was speaking at the ‘Jai
Hind’ Light  Sound
event at the Red Fort.
Restarting after a gap
of five years, the show,
in its current avatar,
was opened by HM Amit
Shah and culture, tour-
ism and DoNER minis-
ter G Kishan Reddy
.
“We should have a vi-
sion of where our coun-
try must be in different
sectors in the next 25
years and must work
towards fulfilling it. In
the next 25 years, India
must be the most power-
ful nation,” Shah said.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah during the
inauguration of light
and sound show at
Red Fort, in New Delhi
on Tuesday.
Jai Hind!
Next 25 years are crucial for
India: Shah at Red Fort
SHAH, NADDA AT DHANKHAR’S ‘DWAR’!
Union Home Minister Amit Shah and BJP National
President JP Nadda call on Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, at his residence, in New Delhi on Tuesday.
Images
of Prime
Ministers of
India during
the light and
sound show
inaugurated
by HM Amit
Shah at the
Red Fort.
K’TAKA CM MUST
RESIGN: CONGRESS
BMRCL ANNOUNCES
`20 LAKH EX-GRATIA
“Karnataka Chief Minister
must resign. It’s a clear case
of poor work
and people
have suc-
cumbed to it.
Now, people
of Bengaluru
and Karna-
taka are fed up,” Congress
MLA Sowmya Reddy said.
Karnataka CM Basavaraj
Bommai said that govt would
conduct an
inquiry into
the matter.
Bangalore
Metro Rail
Corporation
Ltd (BMRCL)
has announced an ex-gratia
of `20L to kin of deceased.
Mom, infant die as under-const.
Metro pillar collapses in B’luru
First India Bureau
Bengaluru: A 28-year-
old woman and her two-
and-a-half-year-old son
died and two others of
the four-member fami-
ly were injured after
reinforcement iron
rods for construction of
a pillar for Blue Line at
HBR Layout crashed
onto them on Tuesday
morning. According to
officials, a reinforce-
ment cage that was be-
ing used to build fell on
scooter in which
family of four was
travelling.
Father and one
more family
member injured
Metro pillar collapses on Hennur road, in Bengaluru on Tuesday.
SC recommends
9 names for the
elevation as High
Court judges
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The SC Col-
legium headed by CJI
DY Chandrachud on
Tuesday recommended
elevation of seven judi-
cial officers and two ad-
vocates as judges of
HCs. Ramachandra Dat-
tatray Huddar and Ven-
katesh Naik Thavary-
anaik as judges in Kar-
nataka HC, Neela Kedar
Gokhale as a judge of
Bombay HC, Mridul Ku-
mar Kalita as Gauhati
HC judge, P Venkata Jy-
othirmai and V Go-
palakrishna Rao as AP
HC judges, Aribam
Guneshwar Sharma
and GG Kabui as Ma-
nipur HC judges.
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WR TO CONVERT 12
LOCAL TRAINS TO
15-COACH SERVICE
Mumbai: Aiming to accom-
modate more commuters
travelling to and from
Mumbai, the Western Rail-
way has decided to convert
12 local train services
from 12-car to 15-car from
January 12. Out of these
12 services, six services
each will run in both (Up
and Down) directions, while
six of them will be operated
on the fast lines, an official
release said on Tuesday.
The total 15-car services
will increase to 144.
BANGLADESHI MAN
HELD FOR RUNNING
SEX RACKET
Palghar: A 36-year-old
Bangladeshi national has
been arrested for allegedly
running a sex racket in the
Nalla Sopara area of Palghar
district, police said. Based
on a tip-off, the Anti-Human
Trafficking Cell conducted
a raid on Monday and
arrested the accused, senior
inspector Santosh Chow-
dhary said. The police also
rescued a woman who had
been forced into sex trade,
he said. A case has been
registered.
AC LOCAL TRAIN
DOORS FAIL, CAUSE
IRE IN COMMUTERS
Mumbai: The doors of an
AC-local train failed to open
due to a technical fault at
Nalasopara station causing
agitation among the daily
commuters on Monday
night. “It was a techni-
cal failure leading to the
non-opening of the gate,”
Western Railway CPRO Su-
mit Thakur said. According
to Western Railway officials,
doors of six coaches could
not be opened due to a
Train control management
system failure.
RAIGAD POLICE
SOLVED 87% CASES
REGISTERED IN 2022
Alibag: The police in Raigad
district have solved 87% of
offences registered in the
region in 2022, an official
said on Tuesday. This is
a marginal increase from
2020 and 2021 when the
police had detected 79%
and 82% of registered
offences respectively, the
official added. As many as
2,585 cases were registered
last year of which, 2,443
were solved, said Raigad
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Somnath Gharge.
TWO BOYS DROWN DURING SCHOOL PICNIC
TO KASHID BEACH, THREE RESCUED IN TIME
Alibag: Two 15-year-old boys drowned in the sea while three
others were rescued during a school picnic at a beach in
Raigad district, police said on Tuesday. The incident took place
on Monday at Kashid beach, where a group of 70 students
and five teachers from a school in Aurangabad had arrived for
a picnic, an official said. Some boys ventured into the sea for
a swim and started drowning. Three boys were rescued by
locals, while two others could not be saved, he said.
CRUCIAL READ
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Aftersuccess-
fully monitoring a herd
of 23 elephants with a
thermal drone that wan-
dered about Gadchiroli,
Gondia and Navegaon
districts, the technology
is now being used to
take stock of big cats.
NGO RESQ Charita-
ble Trust and the Forest
Department kept track
of a pair of leopards in
Satara via drones to
prevent human-animal
conflict.
Recently, Tushar Na-
vale, Range Forest Of-
ficer (RFO) of Satara
Forest Division’s Karad
range contacted Neha
Panchamiya, Founder
and President of the
Pune-based RESQ CT,
and informed her about
loud snarls from a farm-
er’s field in his range.
A decision to use
drones to look for the big
cats was taken as villag-
ers were very scared.
As large crowds had
begun to show up at the
site, Panchamiya sent
RESQ CT members, in-
cluding Tuhin Satarkar,
to the site from Pune.
While speaking about
the development, Pan-
chamiya said, “Barring
the reported sounds, we
had no idea what to ex-
pect as there was abso-
lutely no visual confir-
mation from the area.
RFO Navale, Satarkar
and I discussed the pos-
sibility of a leopard be-
ing stuck in a hunting
trap, maybe gravely in-
jured or lying sick some-
where. RFO Navale told
us that some locals had
heard loud sounds as
though the animal was
in pain for the past
three-four days.”
Satarkar and the For-
est Department staff de-
cided that they would
strategize the follow-up
plan once they located
the animal via the drone
and got an idea of what
was going on. Nothing
unusual was visible due
to the tall grass that dis-
rupted visibility
. When
the drone flew from an-
other direction, he no-
ticedsomemovementon
his screen.
“What Satarkar saw
on his drone controller
screen was two leopards
in the field. One was
larger and calmer than
the other. The larger one
was following the small-
er leopard diligently
, un-
deterred as the smaller
one made strides hasti-
ly
,” said Panchamiya.
It appeared as if they
were playing but it was a
mating pair, she added.
After elephants, thermal drones help ‘locate’ big cats
LIFE-SAVING TECH
Forest Dept had reached out to
NGO after hearing snarls from
farmer’s field in Satara district
CYRUS MISTRY ACCIDENT
Give locus standi for PIL seeking
culpable homicide charge: HC
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court on Tuesday
sought to know a man’s
locus standi (his right
to approach the court)
over his public interest
litigation (PIL) seeking
the inclusion of culpa-
ble homicide charge
against Dr Anahita
Pandole in the Cyrus
Mistry car crash case.
Pandole was driving
the car that crashed and
killed former Tata Sons
chairman Cyrus Mistry
and Jehangir Pandole
last year. Their luxury
car hit a divider on a
bridge on Surya river on
theMumbai-Ahmedabad
highway that left Pan-
dole and her husband
Darius seriously in-
jured. The police later
registered a case against
Anahita for rash and
negligent driving.
Petitioner Sandesh
Jedhe, who claims to be
a self-spirited citizen
concerned about road
safety
, in his PIL sought
adirectiontoKasapolice
station in Palghar dis-
trict to invoke Section
304 (culpable homicide
not amounting to mur-
der) of the Indian Penal
Code, against the ac-
cused in the case.
Whilehearing thePIL
on Tuesday, a division
bench of acting Chief
Justice SV Gangapur-
wala and Justice Sand-
eep Marne sought to
knowJedhe’slocusstan-
di in the case and how
the high court can do
the job of a magistrate.
“Thisisajobof amag-
istrate. It is the magis-
trate who can decide
what charges to put. You
(petitioner) want the
highcourttodothefunc-
tions of the magistrate?
What is your locus stan-
di? How are you con-
cerned in this case?” the
court asked. The bench
addedthattheconcerned
police can add any
charge and it is for the
magistrate to see if any
more charge needs to be
included.
Jedhe’s advocate Sad-
iq Ali claimed that the
petitioner has evidence
that Anahita was under
the influence of alcoho
when at the time of the
accident.
In his petition, the pe-
titionerreferstoaCCTV
footageallegedlyindicat-
ing that Anahita Pan-
dole had been consum-
ing liquor at a cafe on
September 03, 2022 be-
fore she drove the vehi-
cle carrying Mistry
, and
others.
Appearing for Anahi-
ta, senior counsel Abad
Ponda said, “It is prem-
ised on the imagination
that she was under alco-
hol. There were tests
conducted and they
were negative.”
Petitioner has
claimed Anahita
Pandole was under
influence of alcohol
while driving the
car on fated day
The court has posted the matter for further hearing on January 17; (in picture) mangled remains of
the car being towed away after the accident.  —FILE PHOTO
UNDER FIRE
Sena worker asks MLA
to ‘find woman to marry’
First India Bureau
Aurangabad: A work-
er from the Shiv Sena -
Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray faction has
asked a local MLA in
Aurangabad district to
find a woman for him to
get married in a video.
The legislator also high-
lighted that finding
brides is a real problem
in rural areas.
An audio clip of the
conversation between
Kannad MLA Udaysin-
gh Rajput and the party
worker was widely
shared on social media.
The party worker
from the neighbouring
Khultabad area called
the Sena MLA, who is
with the Thackeray
camp, on Monday and
requested him to find a
life partner. “I have 8-9
acres of land. But no-
body is ready to give me
a girl (for marriage),”
he said.
Ranas file discharge plea
in police row assault case
❍ HANUMAN CHALISA CONTROVERSY
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Amravati MP
Navneet Rana and her
husband MLA Ravi
Rana on Tuesday filed
discharge applications
before the special court
here in an assault case.
The couple had a row
with the police over
chanting of Hanuman
Chalisa outside the res-
idence of then Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray
.
Special Judge RN
Rokde sought a reply
from the prosecution
and posted the applica-
tions for hearing on
February 02.
In the discharge plea
filed through advocate
Rizwan Merchant, the
couple claimed that the
charge sheet in the case
had been doctored and
engineered merely to
malign and harm their
reputation. It was also
done so that they suc-
cumb to the pressure
tactics and political
agendas, they added.
“The present case
against the Ranas and
charge sheet in the
same is sheer abuse of
the process of law and
the same cannot be le-
gally sustained,” the
discharge applications
said.
This case against the
Ranas was registered at
Khar police station un-
der sections 353 (assault
or criminal force to de-
ter public servant from
discharge of his duty)
and 34 (common inten-
tion) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC).
It was alleged that the
duo had resisted arrest
and obstructed police
personnel who had vis-
ited their Khar resi-
dence on April 23, 2022
after their announce-
ment that they will
chant the Hanuman
Chalisa outside Thack-
eray’s residence.
MP Navneet Rana and husband MLA Ravi Rana.  —FILE PHOTO
FAKE NOCs
TO 3 PUNE
SCHOOLS,
CASE FILED
Pune: The police
registered a case
againstanunknown
person for issuing
fake no-objection
certificates (NOCs)
of the state Educa-
tion Department to
three schools.
The Department
had written to the
deputy director of
education that the
NOCs provided by
these schools were
fake and had de-
manded an investi-
gation. Private
schools need a NOC
from the Maharash-
tra government's
education depart-
ment if they wish to
get affiliated to a
board other than
the state board.
“We received a let-
ter from the Educa-
tion Department
stating that the
NOCs had not been
issued by their of-
fice. It asked us to
investigate the mat-
ter and file a police
complaint,” said an
official.
An FIR was regis-
tered with the
Samarth police sta-
tioninthecityunder
sections 465, 468 and
471 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code against an
unidentified person
who provided the
NOCs, he said.
‘Will not tolerate attempts to
implicateleadersinfakecases’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
leader Ajit Pawar on
Tuesday said any at-
tempt to falsely impli-
cate Opposition leaders
will not be tolerated.
His statement comes
amid rape accusations
against party colleague
MLA Jitendra Awhad.
Addressing a press
meet in Mumbai, the
Leader of Opposition in
Assembly, said, “If any-
one is at fault, be it me
or anyone else, action
should be taken. But if
anyone is purposely
trying to implicate op-
ponents in a false case
and finish them, then
Maharashtra and the
NCP will not tolerate
such attempts,”
Criticizing attempts
to sabotage political op-
ponents, Pawar stated,
“Trying to get someone
in trouble by making a
deliberate plot is not
the tradition of Maha-
rashtra. We were in the
government for seven-
teen-and-a-half years
and we never did this.”
If anyone is deliber-
ately trying to entrap,
harass, or eliminate
their political oppo-
nents, then Maharash-
tra will never tolerate
this. NCP too will never
tolerate it, he added.
MP Kolhe skips NCP
meet, Pawar clarifies
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The National-
istCongressParty(NCP)
held a meeting to dis-
cussupcomingelections
in the state on Tuesday
.
Senior leaders, workers
of the party were pre-
sent but Shirur MP
Amol Kolhe’s absence
was noted by media at
the press meet later.
When asked about
Kolhe’s absence at the
meeting, Leader of Op-
position in Assembly,
Ajit Pawar, said, “Amol
Kolhe is from Nashik
and a programme relat-
ed to Swarajya Rakshak
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj is going on.
The event will go on for
four to five days so he is
occupied with that.”
(Senior NCP leader)
Chhagan Bhujbal was
with Kolhe earlier, who
had informed the for-
mer that he would not
be able to go anywhere
for four to five days un-
til the programme is
over. And that is why he
did not come (to the
meeting). Please don’t
create a misunder-
standing, he added.
Interestingly, there
have been speculations
in the media about Kol-
he being upset with the
party
.
On the discussions
held at the meet, Pawar
informed, “We dis-
cussed party strategy
and current happen-
ings in the state. Sharad
Pawar will time after
recovering from his eye
surgery
.”
Shirur MP Amol Kolhe
Mumbai (PTI): The Bombay High Court on Tues-
day refused to defer the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) Mains
examination scheduled this month.
A division bench of Chief Justice SV Gangapur-
wala and Justice Sandeep Marne held that it would
not be appropriate to postpone the pan-India ex-
amination in response to a Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) as it would affect lakhs of IIT aspirants.
The PIL was filed by child rights activist An-
ubha Sahai who wanted the JEE Mains to be de-
ferred till March. The petition challenged the Na-
tional Testing Agency’s notification scheduling
the examination between January 24 to 31, 2023.
HC refuses to delay
IIT JEE Mains exam
Location of leopards detected to prevent conflicts.—FILE PHOTO
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HC pulls up govt over
bike taxi policy limbo
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court on Tuesday
rapped the Maharash-
tra government for its
uncertainty on framing
a policy permitting bike
taxis in the state. It
asked the officials to
clarify the govern-
ment’s stand one way or
the other.
A division bench
comprising Justices
Gautam Patel and SG
Dige said the state gov-
ernment cannot keep
the issue hanging over
the fire and has to take
a decision immediately
.
The bench was hear-
ing a petition filed by
Roppen Transportation
Services Private Limit-
ed against a communi-
cation issued to it by the
state government on De-
cember 29, 2022, refus-
ing to allow them a bike
taxi aggregator licence.
It is the operator of
Rapido bike taxi servic-
es in Pune and Mumbai.
Appearing for the
government, Advocate
General Birendra Saraf
on Tuesday told the
court that as on date,
bike taxis are not al-
lowed to ply, as the gov-
ernment has not issued
any no policy or guide-
lines for the same.
“The government has
in fact issued a show
cause notice to one such
aggregator company for
plying bike taxis with-
out licence. A carriage
licence is required in
such cases,” said Saraf.
The court, however,
said that it found it dif-
ficult to accept the gov-
ernment’s stand that
such bike taxis cannot
ply till a policy is
framed. It also pulled
the state for not even
clarifying when it
would come up with its
policy.
“How can you (gov-
ernment) refuse for
want of policy or guide-
lines? You may refuse it
on any other ground
but this. You cannot
keep it hanging like
this on fire. You have to
make a decision even if
it is on a temporary ba-
sis. We find it difficult
to accept the govern-
ment’s stand,” said
Justice Patel.
The court said while
it understands that the
government has certain
constraints, the issue
cannot be kept in limbo.
It posted the matter for
hearing on January 13.
NEED FOR POLICY
“You need not issue
a one-size-fits-
all policy or a blanket
policy for the whole
state. You may allow
it in some cities and
refuse in others. There
could be different
restrictions and safety
guidelines in place for
each city or district.
But a decision one way
or the other has to be
taken,” said the bench.
AG Saraf agreed to
this, but said pending a
decision from the gov-
ernment, the petitioner
company should stop
plying their bike taxis.
There has to be a comprehensive policy
equal to all. Every company has to be
on the same page. Either everyone is
allowed to ply or everybody stops. In the absence
of policy or safety guidelines, no such service
should be allowed to ply. Plying under the radar
cannot be allowed.  —Bombay High Court
HC has directed govt
to submit list of those
aggregators plying
bike taxis in Maha.
—FILE PHOTO
‘Clarify stance on
permitting such
taxis to operate,
intention to draft
relevant policy’
Passengerheldwith
`28crorecocaine
hiddeninduffelbag
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Mumbai
Airport Customs has
seized cocaine worth
Rs28.1 crore concealed
by an Indian passenger
inafalsecavityspecially
made in a duffel bag, of-
ficials said on Tuesday
.
The passenger, who car-
ried2.81kgof thecontra-
band from Addis Ababa,
was arrested following
theseizureonFriday
,the
Customs said.
The cocaine was “in-
geniously concealed in
layers in a false cavity
speciallydesignedinthe
duffel bag,” it said, add-
ing the accused was car-
rying the contraband to
Delhi.Theaccused,hail-
ing from Nainital, had
kept clothes over the
cavity in the bag to
dodge the authorities,
officials said.
Investigations have
so far revealed the ac-
cused carried the drug
after being lured by a
woman on a social me-
dia platform under the
pretext of monetary
benefit, first with a job
opportunity and later
through intimate con-
versations, the release
said. The passenger
was “honey trapped” to
smuggle the cocaine.
This is a third seizure
of drugs by the Mumbai
Airport Customs this
year, it said.
Last Friday, they had
also arrested another
Indian passenger carry-
ing 1.59 kg of cocaine
worth about Rs15 crore
after arriving from Ad-
dis Ababa. On January
4, an Indian passenger
was nabbed after land-
ing from Nairobi and
carrying 4.47 kg of her-
oin, the release said.
Mumbai: The Anti-Narcotics Cell (ANC) of the
Mumbai Police on Tuesday arrested three persons
from Dharavi and seized 140 gram MD drug worth
Rs28 lakh from their possession, an official said.
He added that an ANC official spotted two men
moving in a suspicious manner during patrolling.
When police personnel tried to question them, the
duo fled. “They were overpowered after a chase.
Police found MD drug in their possession, They
led the police to a house where more quantity was
found,” he said. Prima facie, one of the trio is a
habitual offender. They are arrested under relevant
sections of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act. Further investigation is
underway, the official added.
THREE MUMBAI RESIDENTS HELD
WITH MD DRUG WORTH `28 LAKH
CRUCIAL READ
2 WOMEN RESCUED
FROM FLESH
TRADE; 2 ARRESTED
HOLE DRILLED IN
SHOP’S WALL FOR
THEFT; ONE HELD
THREE BULLOCKS
KILLED, TWO
INJURED IN FIRE
MAN DUPED OF
`1.5 LAKH BY
CYBER FRAUDSTER
FOUR RESTAURANT
STAFFERS HELD FOR
BEATING CUSTOMER
Palghar: Mira Bhayander-
Vasai Virar police’s
Anti-Human Trafficking
Cell raided a lodge and
arrested two persons for
allegedly running a flesh
trade operation. They also
rescued two women from
the place, an official said
on Tuesday. Acting on a
tip-off, a team raided the
lodge located in Nallaso-
para area, and arrested
two persons, including
the lodge manager. Efforts
were on to nab the lodge
owner and four persons.
Thane: Three persons
allegedly broke into a jew-
ellery shop by drilling a
hole in its wall and one of
them was caught stealing
ornaments worth more
than Rs4 lakh, police
said. The incident took
place when the jewellery
shop was closed for the
weekly holiday. When its
owner dropped by in the
afternoon for some work,
he saw one of the accused
collecting jewellery. The
owner caught hold of him
and handed over to police.
Pune: A fire broke out
at a cowshed in Pune
in which three bullocks
were killed and two were
injured, an official said.
“The bullocks were tied
at the cowshed along the
hillock and there was no
one present at the scene.
Someone noticed the fire
and alerted the villag-
ers. Three bullocks were
burned to death, while
two sustained serious
injuries,” said District
Animal Husbandry Officer
Shivaji Vidhate.
Mumbai: A 56-year-old
man was duped of nearly
Rs1.50 lakh while trying
to get in touch with a TV
channel operator helpline,
said the police. The victim,
Ramesh Rao, works in the
TV and cable business. On
January 09, he received
an unknown call claiming
he was from a channel
helpline. The accused
made Rao pay Rs10 and
download apps. Eventu-
ally, he withdrew Rs1.48
lakh from the victim’s
bank account, police said.
Mumbai: Four waiters of
a restaurant were arrested
for allegedly thrash-
ing three persons who
demanded food after the
establishment was shut for
business in the western
suburb of Andheri. The
incident took place at a
restaurant on Andheri-
Kurla road, an official
from MIDC police station
said. The police launched
a tracked down the victim
after a video of the incident
surfaced on social media.
Unidentified
men open
fire at car of
contractor
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Twounidenti-
fied individuals fired at
thecarof aBrihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion(BMC)contractorin
Kurla on Monday night
at around 8 pm. The
BMC contractor, identi-
fied as Suraj Pratap Sin-
gh, was unharmed. Ac-
cording to police, the in-
cident happened in the
Kapadia Nagar area of
Kurla, Mumbai when
SurajandhisfriendPan-
kaj were going to the for-
mer’s home in his car
fromtheLwardof BMC.
Govind Gambhire,
ACP (Assistant Com-
missioner of Police) of
Kurla Police, said, “Two
peoplesuddenlycamein
front of the car and
opened fire at the con-
tractor Suraj Singh.”
“The bullet missed
Suraj Singh and hit his
car,afterwhichhesome-
how left from there in
his car and came to the
police station,” the ACP
added. The duo fled the
spot after the incident,
the police informed.
Suraj Singh said,
“The firing happened
from the left-hand side.
Pankaj was sitting
right next to me. The
armed man was ready
to shoot at us. I resorted
to rash driving and
jumped the signal. I
went directly to the po-
lice station,” he added.
The bullet missed
contractor Suraj Singh
and hit the car; he fled
the scene thereafter
Man murders lover’s son ‘for revenge’ ‘Miyawaki Forest’
in pvt complexes
now mandatory
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Now, the de-
velopers must develop
‘Miyawaki Forest’ on
5% of the designated
open area while con-
structing a building on
a plot of more than
10,000 square metre, as
imposed by Brihan-
mumbai Mumbai Cor-
poration (BMC).
To increase the green
area in the city which is
slowly turning into a
concrete forest, the
BMC has decided to cre-
ate Miyawaki forests on
a large scale. According
to this method of plant-
ing more trees in very
less space, the civic
body has developed Mi-
yawaki forests at sever-
al places in the city and
now, the corporation
wants this to be devel-
oped at private com-
plexes too.
Jitendra Pardeshi,
Park Superintendent
has expressed the belief
that this decision will
speed up environmen-
tal conservation. Nota-
bly, trees in Miyawaki
forests grow faster as
compared to normal
forests. In the Miyawa-
ki method, a tree grows
to the same height in
half the time it takes to
grow in the traditional
forest.
Thane (PTI): A watch-
man allegedly kid-
napped a seven-year-old
boy and killed him fol-
lowing a dispute with
thechild’smother,police
said on Tuesday
. The ac-
cused, Nitin Kamble,
kidnappedchildfromhis
school in Kalyan after
classes on Monday
, SS
Survase, Assistant Po-
lice Inspector, Khadak-
pada Police Station said.
When the boy did not
return home, his family
members filed a police
complaint of kidnap-
ping against an uniden-
tified person. The po-
lice launched a search
and found the child’s
body in the swimming
pool of a housing com-
plex, the official said.
The police subse-
quentlyregisteredacase
of murder. During the
probe into the case, the
policegottoknowtheac-
cused and the victim’s
motherhadanaffair.She
later started avoiding
him due to which they
had a quarrel.
The accused, in a bid
to settle the score with
her,allegedlykidnapped
the child and killed him
by drowning him in the
swimming pool of the
housing complex where
he worked earlier, the
official said.
Aurangabad (PTI):
The famous Ajanta
caves in Aurangabad
will soon have QR codes
at the entrance to pro-
vide information to visi-
tors about the paintings
there, a senior Archaeo-
logical Survey of India
(ASI) official said on
Monday
.
The ASI is working to
make the system avail-
ablebeforethecityhosts
a G20-related event, the
official said.
The paintings in the
fifth-century Ajanta
caves illustrate the Ja-
taka tales. They are in
the dark area of caves
where human eyes take
time to get acclimatized.
To make tourists
learn more about the
paintings they are going
to see, the ASI will bring
them on QR codes, the
official said.
“Tourists get a maxi-
mum of ten minutes in
a cave to see the paint-
ings.Theyarerandomly
painted and not in a se-
quence. It takes time for
our eyes to acclimatize
to the poor lighting in
the caves,” said ASI’s
Superintendent Archae-
ologist Milan Kumar
Chauley
. The QR codes
will be installed outside
the caves and a tempo-
rary internet connec-
tion will also be made
available on the rocky
premises, he said.
“Tourists can scan
the codes and find out
the cave details, paint-
ings in that cave with
illustrations and the Ja-
taka tales related to it,”
Chauley said.
“We are working on
the data that has to be
uploaded on the QR
codes. The basic work of
this project will be fin-
ished prior to the W20
meet of G20 in Aurang-
abad next month,” he
added. General details
of Devgiri (Daula-
tabad), Bibi Ka
Maqbara, Ellora caves
and Aurangabad caves
will also be made avail-
able in multiple lan-
guages through the QR
codes, Chauley said.
Ajanta caves: QR codes to give info on paintings to visitors
GOING DIGITAL
The work will be done through the Aurangabad Smart City
Development Corporation Ltd.  —FILE PHOTO
SPURNED BY WOMAN, MAN
KIDNAPS HER 8-YEAR-OLD NEPHEW
Palghar: A man alleg-
edly kidnapped an
eight-year-old boy to
teach a lesson to the
child's aunt for reject-
ing his advances, police
said on Tuesday
. The
districtruralpoliceres-
cued the boy within
fourhoursof theabduc-
tion and arrested the
alleged accused from
Silvassa in the Union
Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli on Mon-
day
, an official said.
The accused alleg-
edly abducted the boy,
a resident of Talasari,
from a school ground
around 8.30 am on
Monday
, Balasaheb Pa-
til, District Superin-
tendent of Police Pal-
ghar Rural said.
The parents ap-
proached the police
after the boy was not
found at school, follow-
ing which a case under
section 363 (kidnap-
ping) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code was regis-
tered with the Talasari
police station, the of-
ficial said.
Thane cops crack
2022 shooting,
nab 3 for break-in
Thane (PTI): Thane
city police on Tuesday
claimed to have solved a
case involving the
shooting of a grocery
shop owner last year
with the arrest of three
persons in a house-
breaking case.
The trio, including a
scrap dealer and an au-
torickshaw driver, was
arrested for allegedly
breaking into a house,
Santosh A Ghatekar of
the Rabodi police sta-
tion told reporters.
The police registered
acaseof attempttomur-
der in February 2022 af-
ter two men on a two-
wheeler fired bullets at
grocer Chetan Thakkar
in the Kolbad area.
In the Miyawaki
method, a tree grows
to the same height in
half the time it takes
to grow in the
traditional forest
Move comes ahead of
G20 event in
Aurangabad; aimed
at ensuring people
spend less time inside
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Sever the ignorant doubt in your heart
with the sword of self-knowledge. Observe
your discipline, arise. —Bhagavad Gita
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Indian workforce is hardworking,
honest and responsible. India
can emerge as the global hub of
skilled manpower. With NEP 2020
and a new skilling approach, we
are envisioning a flexible model
with multiple entry-exit and skilling pathways that focuses
on building competencies.
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Anurag Thakur @ianuragthakur
Best wishes on World Hindi Day.
On the global horizon, Hindi is not
just a language, but an integral
conductor that connects the whole
of India with intimacy and emotion.
Let us all be resolved for the
mutual use and promotion of Hindi.
he Supreme Court is the
custodian of the social
justice system in the
country. It ensures that
benefits of reservation
reach the marginalised sections
like minorities, Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. When it
comes to its own house, the Su-
preme Court has been found want-
ing in giving a fair representation
to diverse sections of society
. And
for that the collegium system of
appointing judges to high courts
and the apex court is to blame.
The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Law has been in-
formed by the Law Ministry that
in the last five years (2018 to 2022)
79 percent of judges appointed to
high courts were from upper
castes, making it clear that there
has been an “inequitable represen-
tation of backward and minority
communities”. Out of the 537 ap-
pointments made between 2018
and 2022, 424 were from the gen-
eral category, 57 (11 percent) were
from Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), only 15 (2.8 percent) were
from Scheduled Castes. The count
of those from Scheduled Tribes
was in single digit — 7 (1.3%).
These numbers leave the colle-
gium open to the charge of dis-
crimination against castes, espe-
cially OBCs who form 35 percent of
India’s population and weaken its
position in the ongoing tussle with
the law ministry
. If the collegium
does not rectify this caste imbal-
ance in judicial appointments it
will lose credibility. Kiren Rijiju,
the Union Law Minister, reported-
ly stated last year that “the Gov-
ernment remains committed to
social diversity in the appointment
of judges in the Higher Judiciary’’.
That, in a way, questions the col-
legium’s commitment and fairness
towards diversity
.
T
The Supreme Court is the
custodian of the social justice
system in the country. It ensures
that benefits of reservation reach
the marginalised sections
like minorities, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
fter facing turbulent
weather for decades as far
as economic issues are
concerned, it seemed Air
India was set for good
times in all aspects.
Once the ‘national car-
rier’,AirIndia,wasindeep
redthankstotherecession,
the pandemic and for sev-
eral other issues… finally
ithadtheTatastotheirres-
cue and one look at the eco-
nomic status just prior to
that would give you how
dismal the picture was…
Air India had reported
a net loss of Rs 5,422.6
crore during the first half
of financial year 2021-22
as against a loss of Rs
3,779.26 crore in the year-
ago period.
The airline’s total reve-
nue, however, grew to Rs
5,524.23 crore during
April-September 2021
from Rs 4,578.49 crore dur-
ing the year-ago period, as
per an exchange filing.
Total expenses of the
then national carrier
stood at Rs 10,946.83 crore
during the period under
review as compared with
Rs 8,357.75 crore during
April-September 2020.
On August 31, 2021, the
airline’s total debt was
pegged at Rs 61,562 crore.
Air India also had about
Rs 15,000 crore excess lia-
bilities towards (unpaid)
fuel bills and other opera-
tional creditors.
Tatas took over the air-
line in probably the most
turbulent times ever. Even
after its merger with In-
dian Airlines in 2007-08,
the airline, it may be re-
called, could not make a
profit and on the contrary,
it reported a loss of Rs
7,017 crore in the financial
year 2021.
Already saddled with
Himalayan problems, the
airlinecouldn’tevendream
in its nightmare for more!
In fact, soon after the
Peegateshamethatrocked
the nation, the Aviation
regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had slapped an-
other notice on Air India
for two incidents onboard
its December 6 flight AI-
142 from Paris to Delhi
wherein a passenger had
smoked inside the lavato-
ry and another peed over
a woman’s blanket!
A show cause notice
has been served to the air-
line for not reporting the
incident until January 5,
2023. Response of Air In-
dia has been lackadaisical
and delayed, said DGCA.
Air India’s handling of
an incident in which an
inebriated male flier alleg-
edly urinated on a woman
co-passenger clearly re-
veals the urgent need for
rules which would be
stricter to handle with un-
ruly passengers.
Cases of “inappropri-
ate” conduct on flights by
passengers have gone
up… and probably many
don’t get reported… who
knows that is because of
several hassles the airline
has to go through which
can also hurt its commer-
cial prospects.
NEEDS TO BE SEEN HOW AIRLINE
TAKES OFF FROM THIS DRENCH
PEEGATE ROW
A
In fact, soon after the
Peegate shame that rocked
the nation, the Aviation
regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had slapped
another notice on Air India
for two incidents onboard its
December 6 flight AI-142
from Paris to Delhi wherein
a passenger had smoked
inside the lavatory and
another peed over a
woman’s blanket!
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Journalist and
former Managing Editor, First India
BUT WHY THIS SILENCE...?
A
irlines are often
afraid of bad press
in reports of un-
ruly behaviour that makes
it to the national head-
lines. The crew and pilots
may also fear that there
could be counter com-
plaints from passengers,
So, despite the fact that
theDGCAhadreleasedthe
guidelines to deal with un-
ruly passengers six years
ago, only a handful of cas-
es have been reported.
The DGCA framed the
rules in 2017 after the then
Shiv Sena MP, Ravindra
Gaikwad, assaulted an
Air India staff member.
Under these rules, unruly
behaviour by a passenger
onboard (a flight) is a pun-
ishable offence.
In fact, lodging an FIR
in all cases of unruly be-
haviour by passengers on-
board flights should be
made compulsory under
CAR, 2017.
The guidelines say that
all airlines need to have a
manual on how to deal
with unruly passengers,
clarifying the role of the
ground staff, crew mem-
bers, airline airport man-
ager, airline central opera-
tion control and so on.
The guidelines say, un-
ruly behaviour of passen-
gers could be the result of
“unsatisfactory service/
condition or effect of a se-
ries of such events that
build up”. Crew members
need to identify early
signs and deal with such
passengers rather than al-
low situations to escalate.
What constitutes an of-
fence needs to be clearly
displayed to the passenger
at prominent locations in
the airport terminal
building.
The DGCA framed the
rules in 2017 after
the then Shiv Sena
MP, Ravindra
Gaikwad, assaulted an
Air India staff member.
Under these rules, unruly
behaviour by a passenger
onboard (a flight) is a
punishable offence
CATEGORICALLY, SPEAKING!
AIRLINES MUST
HAVE PROBE PANEL
News agency ANI quoted a
senior DGCA official as saying
that the governing body has
recommended restraining
devices in aircraft cabins
that will be used to restrain
unruly passengers. As per
report, a “level 3 violation”
involving abusive and physi-
cally violent passengers will
warrant use of this restrain-
ing device that resembles a
handcuff. Interestingly, some
airlines in India like Air Asia
already keep the restraining
device in the aircraft cabin for
cabin crew to utilise in case
passengers become physi-
cally violent. DGCA also said
that the restraining devices
should be applied only when
all conciliatory approaches
have been exhausted. Also
CAR warrants that cabin crew
inform the passenger of reper-
cussions and consequences
of such unruly behaviour. How
these incidents will hurt the
reputation of AI, only time will
say, but meanwhile, airline
needs to see that no further
incidents should punch a hole.
Every airline requires to
have an internal panel for
probing incidents of alleg-
edly unruly behaviour by
passengers. The panel must
comprise a retired district
and sessions judge, a repre-
sentative of another airline
and a representative from a
passengers’ or a consumers’
association to decide which
level the offence falls in.
NOW WHAT
THE DGCA GUIDELINES CATEGORISE WHAT
MAKES FOR “UNRULY BEHAVIOUR” IN 3 LEVELS
This
refers to
disruptive behaviour by
physical gestures, verbal
harassment and unruly
inebriation, in which case
the airline can bar the
passenger from flying for
up to three months.
This includes
cases of
physically-abusive behaviour
such as pushing, kicking,
hitting, inappropriate touch-
ing and so on, in which case
the concerned passenger
can be put on the no-fly list
for up to six months.
This applies for life-
threatening behav-
iour such as murderous attempts,
damage to the aircraft’s operating
systems and so on. In case of a
Level 3 offence, the airline can
bar a passenger from flying for a
minimum period of two years or
more without limit.
LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3
IS COLLEGIUM BIASED
TOWARDS CASTES?
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Chandigarh/Ambala:
After completing the
second phase in Hary-
ana, the Bharat Jodo
Yatra under the leader-
ship of Rahul Gandhi
entered Punjab from
Ambala on Tuesday
.
The yatra travelled
255 km, covering seven
districts in eight days
in Haryana.
Gandhi on Tuesday
offered prayers at the
Golden Temple in Am-
ritsar, a day ahead of
the start of the Punjab
leg of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra.
He landed at the Am-
ritsar airport after
concluding the Hary-
ana leg of the march in
Ambala district.
There will be a flag
transfer ceremony at
Sirhind in Punjab, af-
ter paying obeisance at
Gurdwara Fatehgarh
Sahib on Wednesday
morning.
Former Congress
president Gandhi had
said there were no par-
allels to Haryana,
while addressing a
rally in Faridabad at
the end of the first
phase. Now, at the end
of the second phase, he
said in Ambala that
“Haryana has shown
what it is and what it
can do.”
Addressing the me-
dia in Ambala, Leader
of Opposition Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda said
Panipat’s historic
Bharat Jodo Rally and
Bharat Jodo Yatra
have enthused Con-
gress workers.
“Despite the severe
cold and fog, a large
number of farmers,
workers, youth, wom-
en, elderly, children,
businessmen, and em-
ployees came out of
their homes with en-
thusiasm to support
the yatra and end infla-
tion, unemployment
and fear and hatred be-
ing spread in society
.”
Mahesh Sharma
New Delhi: Assembly
elections in Karnataka
are to be announced af-
ter two months i.e. in
March and elections
will be held for 224 as-
sembly seats in the state
in April.
That is, in total, the
government has less
than three months be-
cause the code of con-
duct comes into force
with the announcement
of elections. Despite
this, new ministers
have to be made for
these three months. It is
being told that the party
high command has giv-
en permission to Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai to expand the
cabinet. It is also being
told that the names to
be included in the cabi-
net have also been
agreed upon.
According to in-
formed sources in the
BJP, such politically
strong faces are being
included in the expan-
sion, who are still angry
and can harm in the
elections.
First up is the name
of BY Vijayendra, son
of former Chief Minis-
ter and BJP Parliamen-
tary Board member BS
Yeddyurappa. Ever
since Yeddyurappa had
stepped down, it was be-
ing said that Vijayendra
would become a minis-
ter. But he neither got a
seat in the Legislative
Council nor was made a
minister. Even though
he is not an MLA, there
is no problem in mak-
ing him a minister be-
cause now elections are
to be held within six
months and he is going
to contest from his fa-
ther’s Shikaripura seat.
Ahead of K’taka elections, CM Bommai
cabinet to induct three new ministers!
BJY ENTERS PUNJAB
Rahul Gandhi waves to the supporters while leading the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Ambala on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
(L) Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi  CM MK Stalin. —FILE PHOTO
Amritsar (PTI): Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi offered prayers at
the Golden Temple in Amritsar on
Tuesday, a day before the start
of the Punjab leg of his party’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra. The former
Congress president arrived at the
Amritsar airport in the afternoon
after concluding the Haryana leg
of the foot march. Sporting an
orange turban, Gandhi paid obei-
sance at the Golden Temple. “By
reaching Sri Harmandir Sahib, the
faith in human values becomes
even deeper. Sat Shri Akal!” he
said in a tweet in Hindi. He was
accompanied by Punjab Congress
chief Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring, Leader of Opposition in the
Punjab Assembly Partap Singh
Bajwa, local MP Gurjit Singh Aujla
and other party leaders.
New Delhi (ANI): All India Con-
gress Committee general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh on Monday
asked rebel leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad to decide ‘if he
is with Modi Sarkar or
secular parties’. Buoyed by
the return of members to
the party who had earlier
Joined Azad’s Party, Jairam
Ramesh said, “Members
of Ghulam Nabi Azad’s party have
returned to Congress, they had
just left for a month’s holiday with
Azad”. “Ghulam Nabi Azad must
decide if he is with Modi Sarkar or
secular parties,” Ramesh added.
Ghulam Nabi Azad after severing
ties with the grand old party on
August 26, 2022, launched
his own political outfit-
Democratic Azad Party in
Jammu last year. “Eve-
ryone is welcome in the
party. Those who believe
in the ideology of Bharat
Jodo Yatra, are welcome.
We have not put restrictions on
anyone. Azad Sahab has to take
a decision. He had endorsed the
certificate of secularism to the
Congress,” Ramesh added.
RAHUL OFFERS PRAYERS AT GOLDEN
TEMPLE AHEAD OF BJY’S PUNJAB LEG
‘AZAD MUST DECIDE IF HE IS WITH MODI
SARKAR OR SECULAR PARTIES: RAMESH
Chennai: DMK leader and
former Union Minister A Raja
on Tuesday appeared before
a CBI court in the case
related to allegedly amassing
disproportionate assets while
serving as minister. Raja,
along with four of his associ-
ates appeared before judge D
Sivakumar, who is the judge
for dealing with cases related
to MPs and MLAs. The court
had issued a summons to
Raja, who is currently a Lok
Sabha MP, and his accom-
plices to appear in person
before the court. The CBI
has registered a case against
Raja on August 18, 2015.
Sixteen others including his
family members, relatives,
and friends were also charge
sheeted.
New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has said sexual harass-
ment complaints deserve to
be treated with seriousness
and cannot be quashed if the
internal complaints commit-
tee does not conclude the
proceedings within 90 days.
Justice Vikas Mahajan said
such complaints must be
taken to their logical conclu-
sion which is in the interest
of the complainant as well as
the accused. The court’s ob-
servations came on a petition
by a chartered accountant
challenging the initiation of
proceedings against him on
the basis of a complaint filed
under the Sexual Harass-
ment of Women at Work
Place (Prevention, Prohibi-
tion and Redressal) Act.
New Delhi: Delhi’s Saket
court on Tuesday extend-
ed the judicial custody
of Aaftab Poonawala, the
accused in the Shraddha
Walker murder case, for
the next 14 days. Saying
Poonawala has requested
some law books to study,
the court has also directed
the authorities to provide
him with warm clothes.
On December 24, allowing
the plea of Delhi Police
seeking permission to
obtain a voice sample
of Poonawala, a Delhi
court said even though
a fair trial is a right of an
accused but at the same
time, a fair investigation
is required in the larger
public interest.
New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Tuesday sought the
response of Delhi Police to
a plea by real estate tycoon
Gopal Ansal, convicted and
sentenced for tamper-
ing with evidence in the
case related to the 1997
Uphaar cinema fire which
claimed 59 lives, seeking
renewal of his passport
for 10 years. Justice Anup
Jairam Bhambhani issued
notice to the police and the
Association of Victims of
Uphaar Tragedy (AVUT) on
the application of 74-year-
old Gopal Ansal and asked
them to file their replies
within four weeks. The
high court listed the matter
for further hearing on
March 23.
EX-UNION MINISTER
A RAJA APPEARS
BEFORE CBI COURT
“COMPLAINTS ABOUT
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
NEED SERIOUSNESS”
SHRADDHA MURDER:
JUDICIAL CUSTODY
OF AAFTAB EXTENDED
UPHAAR CASE: COPS
TO REPLY TO GOPAL
ANSAL’S PLEA
IN THE COURTYARD
Kolkata: Justice Rajasekhar Mantha of the Calcutta High
Court on Tuesday initiated contempt proceedings against
lawyers who allegedly disrupted functioning of his court
a day before. Protests were held by a section of lawyers
outside Justice Mantha’s courtroom on Monday over cer-
tain orders passed by him. Initiating contempt proceedings
against persons who caused disruption of functioning of
his court, Justice Mantha directed that all relevant records
be sent to Chief Justice Prakash Shrivastava for adjudica-
tion of the matter.
CONTEMPT AGAINST HC LAWYERS WHO
DEMONSTRATED BEFORE JUDGE’S COURT
Chennai (Agencies):
In the Tamil Nadu ver-
sus Thamizhagam con-
troversy fuelled by Gov-
ernor RN Ravi’s recent
remarks about “a more
appropriate name” for
the state, an invite from
the Governor’s House,
which uses “Tham-
izhagam” has incensed
Tamil Nadu MLAs.
The invite for Pongal
festival at the Gover-
nor’sHouseRajBhavan,
which is in Tamil, also
misses the state govern-
ment’s emblem and fea-
tures only the emblem
of the government of
India.
But the English ver-
sion of the invite says
“Tamil Nadu” Gover-
nor.
At an event last week,
Governor Ravi had
said: “Whatever applies
to the entire country,
Tamil Nadu says no. It
has become a habit.
Truth must prevail.
Thamizhagamisamore
appropriate word. The
rest of the country suf-
fered a lot of devasta-
tion at the hands of for-
eigners for a long time.”
Tamil Nadu means
“the nation of Tamils”
while Thamizhagam
means the “abode of the
Tamil people” and is
the ancient name for
the region.
TN Governor’s Pongal
invite new flashpoint
with Stalin government
Chennai (ANI): Tamil Nadu
Governor RN Ravi here on
Tuesday said that one should
try to learn many languages
and “since the largest num-
ber of people speak Hindi” in
the country, learning it will
be helpful. “We should learn
as many languages as we
can. In our country, many
languages are there. Learn-
ing one more language is an
advantage. If we learn more
languages we can connect to
more people,” he said while
interacting with civil service
aspirants. “Since in this
country, the largest number
of people speak Hindi, it will
be helpful to learn one more
Indian language,” the gover-
nor said when he was asked
about the Hindi language.
“WILL BE HELPFUL”:
TN GUV’S STATEMENT
ON LEARNING HINDI
Kolkata (Agencies):
Union Minister of State
for Home Nisith Pra-
manik on Tuesday sur-
rendered at a court in
West Bengal’s Alipurdu-
ar district in connection
with his alleged involve-
ment in a burglary case
in two jewellery shops
in Alipurduar in 2009.
In November 2022,
Alipurduar District
Court issued an arrest
warrant against Pra-
manik, BJP MP from
Cooch Behar, in this
connection. Thereafter,
Pramanik approached
the Calcutta High Court
with a bail petition.
After hearing the
matter, the High Court
directed the Union Min-
ister to be physically
present at the Alipurd-
uar District Third
Court by January 12.
Obeying the court,
Pramanik surrendered
at the said district
court. From the next
hearing in the matter,
as per the order, he will
not have to be physical-
ly present at the court
and instead be just rep-
resented by his counsel.
Pramanik surrenders
in 2009 burglary case
Indore (PTI): Underlin-
ing the contribution of
non-resident Indians,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday said remittanc-
es sent to the country by
overseas Indians were
aboutUSD100billionfor
theyear2022,anincrease
of 12percentinoneyear.
Speaking at a session
during the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (PBD)
convention in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore city
,
she described NRIs as
the “real ambassadors
of India” and appealed
to them to use made in
India products and ser-
vicesasfaraspossibleso
that the country’s indi-
vidual brand can be pro-
moted across the globe.
She also said that af-
ter the “China plus one”
policy, the world is now
talking about the “Eu-
ropean Union (EU) plus
one” policy
.
New Delhi (ANI): BJP
Rajya Sabha MP Sushil
Modi-led Department
Related Parliamentary
Standing Committee for
Personnel,PublicGriev-
ances, Law and Justice
on Monday discussed
several issues including
the Election Commis-
sion of India’s recent
proposal of ‘remote vot-
ing for migrants’.
Senior officials of the
Election Commission
including Deputy Elec-
tion Commissioners
were present at the
meeting. The EC said
the matter of Remote
Voting needs compre-
hensive analysis, apart
from the technological
issues. The Election
Commissionfurtherun-
derscored before the
panel that the definition
of a domestic migrant
for the electoral pur-
pose has to be deliber-
ated on and addressed.
Bengaluru (ANI): The
KarnatakaPradeshCon-
gress Committee, on
Tuesday
,stagedaprotest
against the proposed
launch by BJP workers
of a book titled ‘Siddu
Nija Kanasugalu’ (The
Real Dreams of Siddara-
maiah), which is critical
of former Karnataka
CM Siddaramaiah.
The KPCC staged the
protest outside the Con-
gress Bhavan here.
“When there is no
achievement to speak of,
the opposition leaders
use the weapon of cheap
tricks which is nothing
but an evil tactic used by
BJP,” KPCC tweeted on
its Twitter handle.
The book was sched-
uled to be launched yes-
terday by the BJP work-
ers in Bengaluru’s
Town Hall area. The
event was reportedly
cancelled after the
KPCC members and
Siddaramaiah support-
ers protested against
the launch on the site.
“By launching the
book defaming the for-
mer CM of Karnataka,
BJP is merely doing sil-
ly politics. We demand
the authorities to stop
the launch of the book,”
Congress demanded.
KPCC working presi-
dent R Ramalinga Red-
dy, along with Siddara-
maiah and Congress
supporters were pre-
sent in the protest.
Use Indian brands
and services,
Sitharaman tells
diaspora at PBD
Parliamentarians
seek more clarity
on feasibility of
remote voting
K’taka Congress
protests against
book critical of
Siddaramaiah
New Delhi (ANI): BJP
national president JP
Nadda on Tuesday held
a meeting with party na-
tional general secretar-
ies at the party head-
quartersinwhichissues
relating to the Lok Sab-
ha and Assembly elec-
tions were discussed.
“Deep contemplation
and brainstorming re-
garding the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, discus-
sion on booth empower-
ment, intense brain-
storming on the Lok
SabhaPravas(migration
of leaders on the Lok
Sabha seats), and review
of the preparations for
the National Executive
meeting to be held in
Delhi on 16-17 were
done,” sources said.
They also discussed the
impact the G20 meet
would have on India.
Inthemeeting,discus-
sions were held on G20,
Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat,allissuesinclud-
ing migration of party
leaders among others.
BJP chief JP Nadda chairs a meeting of party’s General Secretaries,
at BJP headquarters in New Delhi, on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi will hold a meeting
with economists and experts
across various sectors on
Friday, January 13. This is
the customary pre–Budget
meeting that PM Modi holds
with economists and experts
to discuss measures needed
to be taken up in the Budget.
Budget 2023-24 is scheduled
to be presented on February 1.
New Delhi (ANI): The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) plans to hold a
roadshow to honour Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the national capital
on 17 January. This incidentally will
be the second day of the party’s na-
tional executive meeting at the NDMC
convention centre in the national
capital. The second day will begin with
this roadshow.
New Delhi (Agencies): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate the
26th National Youth Festival at Hub-
balli, Karnataka on Wednesday on the
occasion of the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda during the Amrit
Kaal. This was announced by Union
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports
Anurag Thakur at a media briefing on
Tuesday.
New Delhi (ANI): PM Narendra Modi
will visit Telangana and inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone of develop-
ment projects worth more than Rs
7,000 crore on January 19. This will
be the Prime Minister’s second visit
to the southern state within a span of
two months. Prime Minister will first
flag off the 8th Vande Bharat Express
from Secunderabad railway station.
PM MODI TO HOLD
PRE-BUDGET MEETING
BJP TO HOLD ROADSHOW
FOR PM NAT’L EXEC MEET
PM MODI TO OPEN NATIONAL
YOUTH FESTIVAL IN HUBBALI
PM TO INAUGURATE `7,000
CRORE PROJECTS IN T’GANA
At BJP Gen Secys’ meet, Nadda discusses
strategy for Assembly, Lok Sabha polls
Basavaraj Bommai
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CRUCIAL READ
Prez Murmu meets counterparts from Suriname, Guyana
Indore (ANI): On the
sidelines of the 17th
Pravasi Bhartiya Divas,
President Droupadi
Murmu met the Presi-
dent of the Republic of
Suriname, Chandrika-
persad Santokhi at In-
dore on Tuesday
.
President Murmu
said that it is hearten-
ing to see his participa-
tion in the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas Con-
vention as she happily
noted that the Indian
community in Suri-
name has maintained
its cultural identity
even after 150 years of
leaving India, an offi-
cial statement read.
Both leaders also dis-
cussed ways to further
strengthen bilateral
relations and advance
cooperation in trade,
energy, technology and
culture.“President
Droupadi Murmu met
President @CSantokhi
of Suriname in Indore
on the sidelines of 17th
PBD Convention. Both
leaders discussed ways
to further strengthen
bilateral relations and
advance cooperation in
trade, energy, technol-
ogy and culture,” the
Official Twitter ac-
count of Rashtrapati
Bhavan, run by the
President’s Secretariat
tweeted.
She said that coop-
eration between India
and Suriname is pro-
gressing well. Regular
high-level visits are
providing impetus to
our growing relations.
She reiterated India’s
commitment to extend-
ing technical coopera-
tion and contributing
to capacity building
and skill development
in Suriname. The Pres-
ident said that we
must work together to
expand our trade for
mutual benefit, ac-
cording to the official
statement. Suriname
is celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the ar-
rival of Indians in
June 2023 and wished
the celebrations eve-
ry success. Moreover,
she expressed pride
in knowing that de-
spite the large geo-
graphical distance,
Hindi is widely spo-
ken in Suriname.
She also held wide-
ranging talks with her
counterpart from Guy-
ana, Mohamed Irfaan
Ali in Indore. The two
sides discussed various
sectors including oil
and gas, healthcare,
training, and capacity
building during their
discussion.
President Droupadi Murmu met Chandrikapersad Santokhi, President of the Republic of Suriname
on the sidelines of the 17th PBD Convention, in Indore on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Centre to set up micro-seismic
observationsystems:MoSSingh
New Delhi (PTI): The
Centre on Tuesday an-
nounced that it will in-
stall micro seismic ob-
servation systems at
Joshimath–the gradu-
ally sinking Himalayan
town in Uttarakhand.
Earth Sciences Minis-
ter Jitendra Singh made
the announcement at
the India-UK Workshop
of Geosciences and said
the observation systems
will be in place by
Wednesday
. He said
there was a critical need
for fundamental re-
search on the physical
processes that lead to
failure of the brittle lay-
ers beneath the crust
and sub-crust.
ASSAM CM’S
MOTHER MEETS
WITH ACCIDENT
COPS NAB ISIS-
LINKED TERROR
SUSPECT FROM MP
Guwahati: A vehicle
carrying the mother of
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
met with a minor acci-
dent on National High-
way 37 in Morigaon
district on Tuesday, an
official said. However,
no injuries were report-
ed in the accident.“Sar-
ma’s mother Mrinalini
Devi and brother
Diganta Biswa Sarma
were travelling from
Guwahati to Diphu in
Karbi Anglong dist.
Bhopal: A Special
Task Force (STF) of
West Bengal arrested a
man associated with a
banned SIMI (Students
Islamic Movement of
India) organisation
from Madhya Pradesh’s
Khandwa district, the
police said on Tuesday.
The youth has been
identified as Abdul
Rakib Qureshi (around
40 years), a resident
of the Khanshahwali
locality in the Khandwa
district.
BSF RECOVERS DRUGS NEAR INDIA-PAK
BORDER IN PUNJAB’S TARN TARAN
LORD VISHNU’S
SCULPTURE
STOLEN IN PATNA
6 OF FAMILY
KILLED AS CAR
OVERTURNS
Patna: A 1,200-year-
old sculpture of Lord
Vishnu, kept in the ASI’s
sculpture shed at Datia-
na in Patna district has
been stolen by thieves,
an official said. The Pat-
na circle of the ASI has
brought the matter to
the notice of its Head-
quarters in New Delhi
and an FIR has also
been lodged, the official
said.“The incident took
place on the intervening
night of December 25-
26, 2022.”
Hyderabad: Six mem-
bers of a family were
killed as their car hit a
culvert, overturned and
fell into an under-con-
struction canal at Mu-
nigadapa in Telangana’s
Siddipet district this af-
ternoon.The family was
going from Vemulawada
to Bibi Nagar after vis-
iting a temple when the
accident happened. The
victims died of suffoca-
tion even though there
was not much water in
the canal.
Cooperation
between
India and
Suriname is
progressing well.
Regular high-level
visits are
providing
impetus to our
growing relations.
—Droupadi Murmu,
President
50 detained for questioning
in Rajouri terror attack
Jammu (Agencies):
Over 50 persons have
been detained for ques-
tioning over the killings
of seven persons in two
terrorist acts in Dhan-
gri village in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Rajouri
earlier this month.
On January 1, terror-
ists fired at houses in
Rajouri’s Dhangri, kill-
ing five people. The next
morning, within 14
hours of firing, an IED
exploded near the house
of one of the victims of
the previous day’s at-
tack. The IED explosion
killed two children, tak-
ing the death toll to sev-
en. Followingtheterror-
ists’ firing, a search op-
eration was launched by
the JK Police, CRPF,
and the Indian Army,
which on Tuesday en-
tered its ninth day
.
First batch of Agniveers
start training in H’bad
Hyderabad: Sixmonths
afterthegovtannounced
the policy on the new de-
fence recruitment
scheme, the first batch
of Agniveers started
their training in Hy-
derabad.SeniorDefence
personnel said, “The
training now is more fo-
cussed, based on auto-
mation, based on simu-
lators. We giving a very
focused training to the
Agniveers in the 2-part,
31-week training.”
Jamnagar: As soon as
the agencies received
inputs about a possible
bomb scare on the Goa-
bound Russian Azur
Air aircraft, the IAF ac-
tivated security proto-
cols at the Jamnagar
airport. “After taking
the aircraft to an iso-
lated location at the
military airport which
is mainly responsible
for the safety of the in-
dustrial hub, the IAF
officials instructed the
ground staff and Garud
Special Forces person-
nel to help in the safe
evacuation of passen-
gers on board,” defence
officials said. The IAF
had a very short time to
make preparations as it
had only 50 minutes.
New Delhi (PTI): Large
parts of north India
reeled under numbing
coldonTuesdaywiththe
mercury remaining be-
low the freezing point at
most places in Jammu
and Kashmir, while
dense fog in the early
hoursof themorninghit
road and rail traffic
movement.
The mercury rose a
few notches in Delhi,
bringing its residents
some respite from the
cold. In Jammu and
Kashmir, Srinagar re-
corded a low of 1.8 de-
grees Celsius on Mon-
day night, up from 0.9
degreesthenightbefore,
officials said.
Qazigund, the gate-
way to the Valley, regis-
tered a minimum tem-
perature of minus 0.8
degrees Celsius, while
Kokernag in south
Kashmir recorded a low
of minus 3.6 degrees,
they said. The mercu-
ry settled at 2.7 degrees
Celsius in Kupwara and
minus 3.2 degrees Cel-
sius in Pahalgam. It
remained below the
10-degree mark across
weather stations in the
Valley
. According to
the meteorological of-
fice, moderate snowfall
is very likely at many
places in the higher
reaches.
The plains in the
Valley are expected to
receive light to moder-
ate snow. Light snowfall,
with rains in the plains
of Jammu, is likely at
many places in Jammu
and Kashmir, the weath-
er office said. Kashmir
is currently under the
grip of ‘Chillai Kalan’,
the 40-day harshest win-
ter period when the
chances of snowfall are
the maximum.
Severe cold persists in most parts of north India
MERCURY DIPPING
A man rides his bicycle amid dense fog in New Delhi on Tuesday.
Union Minister of State Jitendra Singh.  —FILE PHOTO
New Delhi: Already reeling
under a cold wave since
the beginning of the new
year, the national capital
on Tuesday witnessed a
cold wave and a thick layer
of fog, with Safdarjung
recording 7.8 Degrees
minimum temperature at
around 5:30 am. Accord-
ing to the Metrological
department, the visibility
in Palam was recorded
at 0 meters at 4.30 AM
whereas now it records
at 50 meters, whereas,
the visibility at Safdarjung
is now 200 Meters.As
forecasted, dense to very
dense fog was observed
over parts of Punjab,
Northwest Rajasthan.
FOG ENGULFS DELHI: TRAINS,FLIGHTS
DELAYED DUE TO LOW VISIBILITY
2,600 AGNIVEERS
JOIN TRAINING AT
ARTILLERY CENTRE
Maharashtra: The first
batch of 2,600 Agniveers
has joined the Artillery
Training Centre near here,
a senior official said on
Tuesday. Their training
began from Jan 1, said Lt
Colonel S K Panda, Arty
Depot Regiment. “All nec-
essary training infrastruc-
ture is available under
one roof at the Artillery
Training Centre,” he said.
 —Image for representaional purpose.
Bomb Scare: IAF
lands Moscow-
Goa flight
JOSHIMATH CRISIS
37 NEW SEISMOLOGICAL CENTRES
Dr Singh said in the next five years, 100 more such seis-
mological centres will be opened for improving real time
data monitoring. Officials said seismic microzonation
study for the area would generate risk resilient param-
eters for safer dwellings and infrastructure.They said
Joshimath falls under highest seismic hazard Zone V as
it experiences continuous seismogenic stresses.
COIMBATORE CAR BLAST CASE: NIA
LIKELY TO MAKE MORE ARRESTS
Rifles distributed to the VDC members after the twin terror attack.
Chennai: National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA),
which is probing the
October 23 Coimbatore
car blast case in which
a 29-year-old youth was
charred to death, is likely
to arrest more people
involved in the conspiracy.
The police had arrested six
people immediately after
the car blast at Coimbatore
in which 29-year-old Is-
lamic terrorist, Jameesha
Mubin died in the Diwali
eve blast. Those arrested
are Mohammed Azharud-
heen (23), Afsar Khan
(27), Mohammed Nawaz
Ismail (24), Firoz Ismail
(27), Mohammed Riyas
(27), and Mohammed
Talha (25). Of this Moham-
med Talha is the nephew
of S.A. Basha, founder
leader of Al Umma and a
convict in the 1998 Coim-
batore blast case.The NIA
then arrested two more
persons on December 28.
LOCALS IN
TEARS AS THEY
LEAVE HOMES
Uttarakhand: Joshi-
math locals broke down
on Tuesday as they left
their homes that have
been marked ‘unsafe’
by the district admin-
istration in the wake
of the landslide and
subsidence.The district
administration had
asked people to vacate
the areas affected by
subsidence. As of now,
678 buildings marked
have been marked
‘unsafe’.Many have va-
cated their homes and
the evacuation process
is still underway.
KARNAPRAYAG:
FRESH CRACKS
ON HOUSES
Uttarakhand: Amid
civilian fears in the wake
of land subsidence in
the Joshimath area,
fresh cracks were seen
on some houses in
Bahuguna Nagar of Kar-
naprayag Municipality in
the Chamoli district of
Uttarakhand.Earlier, on
Monday, Sitarganj MLA
Saurabh Bahuguna said
that other villages near
Joshimath were facing a
similar situation.“Efforts
are underway for
rehabilitation of affected
people in Joshimath,”
the Sitarganj MLA said.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
Chandigarh: Border Security Force (BSF) recovered
narcotics substances suspected to be heroin near the
India-Pakistan border in Tarn Taran district of Punjab.
On the intervening night of Monday and Tuesday, BSF
troops on border patrol duty heard the sound of some-
thing thrown over the border fence towards the Indian
side of the fencing in the area falling near Wan village
in Tarn Taran district.
KOHLI SCORES HUNDRED,
INDIA WIN BY 67 RUNS
It was Virat Kohli’s 20th ODI hundred in India, equalling the record held by batting great Sachin
Tendulkar. Kohli scored 113 off 87 balls in the first match of 2023. The century took his overall
international tally to 73, 2nd only to Tendulkar’s 100 hundreds. India won match by 67 runs at
1st ODI match between India and SL, at Barsapara Cricket Stadium, in Guwahati on Tuesday.
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 56,160.00 105.00 0.18 (Per 10g)
SILVER 68,725.00 833.00 1.21 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 81.78 0.57 0.69
GBPINR 99.64 0.50 0.50
CURRENCIES
Housing sales in 2022 hit 9-year high
New Delhi (PTI): With the
opening up of the economy
post the COVID pandemic,
Knight Frank on Tuesday
said housing sales rose
34% to a 9-year high and
gross office leasing grew
36% during 2022 across
eight major cities.
While housing sales rose
34% to 3,12,666 units in 2022
across eight major cities,
the gross leasing of office
space increased 36% to 51.6
million square feet.
Knight Frank India CMD
Shishir Baijal said housing
sales have registered a
growth in 2022, despite rise
in prices and also an in-
crease in interest rates on
home loans.
Mumbai led residential
sales in 2022 with 85,169
units, up 35% from the pre-
vious year. Delhi-NCR saw
a 67% growth in sales to
58,460 units, while Bengal-
uru witnessed a 40% rise
to 53,363 units. Housing
sales in Pune increased
17% to 43,410 units.
ACCORDING TO KNIGHT FRANK
MAJOR
TAKEAWAYS
z While housing sales rose
34% to 3,12,666 units in
2022 across eight major
cities, the gross leasing of
office space increased 36%
to 51.6 million square feet
z Mumbai led residential sales
in 2022 with 85,169 units,
up 35% from the previous
year. Delhi-NCR saw a 67%
growth in sales
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Electronic
Manufacturing Services
(EMS) firm Cyient DLM
Ltd has filed preliminary
papers with capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi to
raise `740 crore through
an IPO. The initial share-
sale is purely a fresh issue
of equity share with no
Offer-For-Sale (OFS) com-
ponent, according to the
Draft Red Herring Pro-
spectus (DRHP). The
company may consider
issuance of securities ag-
gregating up to `148
crore in a pre-IPO place-
ment round. —PTI
CYIENT DLM FILES
`740-CRORE IPO
PAPERS WITH SEBI
New Delhi: India has ex-
ported 16.92 lakh tonnes
of sugar till January 4 of
the ongoing 2022-23 mar-
keting year, including
59,596 tonnes of the
sweetener to neighbour-
ing China, trade body AIS-
TA said on Tuesday.
Among other neighbour-
ing nations, India has ex-
ported 1.47 lakh tonnes of
sugar to Bangladesh, and
82,462 tonnes to Sri Lan-
ka during October-Janu-
ary 4 of the current mar-
keting year, All India Sug-
ar Trade Association said
in a statement. The gov-
ernment has allowed ex-
port of 6 million tonnes till
May of the 2022-23 mar-
keting year. —PTI
INDIA EXPORTS
16.92 LAKH TONNES
OF SUGAR TILL JAN 4
New Delhi: Gold price fell
`105 to `56,160 per 10
grams in the national cap-
ital on Tuesday, according
to HDFC Securities. Silver
also tumbled `833 to
`68,725 per kilogram.
“Comex gold prices trad-
ed flat in Asian hours on
Tuesday after the price
surged to an eight-month
high on Monday, senti-
ment supported by a drop
in the US dollar,” said an
analyst at HDFC Securi-
ties. In the overseas mar-
ket, gold was trading flat
at $1,872/ounce.  —PTI
GOLD FALLS BY `105;
SILVER TUMBLES BY
`833 ON TUESDAY
New Delhi: State-owned
NTPC on Tuesday said its
coal production increased
51% year-on-year from its
captive mines to 14.55
MT in April-Dec 2022. The
power giant had produced
9.65 MT of coal from its
captive coal mines in the
year-ago period, NTPC
said. “Coal mining divi-
sion of NTPC is maintain-
ing its growth trajectory.
NTPC surpassed its earlier
record with coal produc-
tion of 14.55 MT till Dec
2022 in this fiscal com-
pared with 9.65 MT in the
same period of the previ-
ous year,” it added. —PTI
NTPC PRODUCES
14.55 MT COAL FROM
CAPTIVE MINES
*Rates till the edition went to print.
Budget to focus on fiscal consolidation
Mumbai (PTI): The forth-
coming budget is likely to
meet the targeted 6.4% fis-
cal deficit and pencil in for
a 50 bps reduction in the
same for the next fiscal, ac-
cording to a foreign broker-
age report.
The Modi government
will present its last full
budget on February 1 as
the budget 2024 will be a
vote on account because
the nation will be heading
for the hustings from April
next year.
The previous budget had
pencilled in a fiscal deficit
— the money the govern-
ment will have to borrow
from the market to meet its
expenditure -- of 6.4%.
The commodities shock
forced incremental spend-
ing on food and fertiliser
subsidies and exhausted
the fiscal room from higher
tax buoyancy. That apart,
the government has also
tabled extra demand for
spending before Parlia-
ment, comprising 0.8% of
GDP or Rs 2.2 lakh crore in
December, mainly towards
capital expenditure, rural
development and defence.
Wall Street brokerage
Goldman Sachs in a report
on Tuesday said it expects
the government to meet the
budgeted fiscal deficit tar-
get of 6.4% of GDP, with an
expenditure compression
to the tune of 0.3% of GDP
from the budgeted spend-
ing to cushion the incre-
mental subsidies due to the
commodity shock.
The brokerage also ex-
pects the finance minister
to budget for a 50 bps reduc-
tion in fiscal deficit for
FY24 at 5.9%, fully driven
by a reduction in food and
fertiliser subsidies and
project tax revenues to re-
main buoyant in the year
— sort of walking the fiscal
consolidation path. Their
optimism comes from the
direct and indirect taxes,
which are tracking well
ahead of budget estimates,
even though the govern-
ment is set to widely miss
the disinvestment target.
MAJOR
HIGHLIGHTS
z The Modi govt will present
its last full budget on Feb 1
as the budget 2024 will be a
vote on account because the
nation will be heading for the
hustings from April 2024
z FM Nirmala Sitharaman had
recently said she would meet
the fiscal targets
5G key events for telecom in
2023, decisive year for VIL
New Delhi (PTI): Data
adoption and tariff hike-
led revenue growth as well
as 5G rollouts are key mon-
itorables for 2023 which
will also be a decisive year
for Vodafone Idea as a via-
ble third player, according
to a report.
The telecom sector’s
ARPU when adjusted for
inflation is still 17% below
pre-Reliance Jio launch.
“...We expect Bharti (Air-
tel) to lead tariff hikes to
ARPU of Rs 236 by FY25,
while Bharti targets Rs 300
ARPU”, leading brokerage
CLSA said in its report on
the telecom sector.
According to CLSA’s out-
look, 2023 will have three
trends to watch out for
when it comes to India’s
mobile market. Among
them will be 5G rollouts
and monetisation led by
top-end subscribers.
“We see multiple events
to watch, led by likely tar-
iff hikes and Reliance Jio’s
(RJio) widely-anticipated
IPO,” it said.
Private networks, if al-
lowed, may eat into 5G op-
erators’ enterprise servic-
es opportunity
.
India’s mobile sector rev-
enue, after rising 14% in
2022, should grow again in
2023 led by tariff hikes, ris-
ing data penetration and
usage. CLSA expects that
Bharti (Airtel) will possi-
bly lead tariff hikes, with
VIL and Reliance Jio likely
to follow.
Remittances into
India rose 12% to
$100 bn in 2022
Indore (PTI): Underlining
the contribution of NRIs,
Union FM Nirmala Sithar-
aman on Tuesday said re-
mittances sent to the coun-
try by overseas Indians
were about $100 billion for
the year 2022, an increase
of 12% in one year.
She described NRIs as
the “real ambassadors of
India” and appealed to
them to use made in India
products and services as
far as possible so that the
country’s individual brand
can be promoted across the
globe. Sitharaman said the
Indian diaspora should
also partner with small
and big businessmen.
Govt will soon launch PLI
scheme for IT hardware
Hyderabad (PTI): The
Central government will
soon launch an informa-
tion technology server and
IT hardware production
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme, and also offer ad-
ditional incentives for
manufacturers that incor-
porate Indian-designed in-
tellectual property into
their products, Union Min-
ister of State for Electron-
ics and IT Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar said on Tuesday
.
“To make sure that these
devices and the innovation
ecosystem is fully support-
ed by the market, we will
soon be launching an IT
server and an IT hardware
PLI that will be similar to
the mobile phone PLI
which has been extremely
successful. In the IT PLI,
we will create additional
incentives for those manu-
facturers and original
equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) that incorporate
Indian-designed IP into
their systems, into their
products,” he said.
Mutual fund
industry AUM rises
5.7% in 2022
New Delhi (PTI): The mu-
tual fund industry added
`2.2 lakh crore to its asset
base in 2022, driven by con-
sistent monthly increase in
SIP flows.
The Assets Under Man-
agement (AUM) of the mu-
tual fund industry rose by
5.7% or `2.2 lakh crore to a
total `39.88 lakh crore in
2022, data from the Associa-
tion of Mutual Fund Indus-
try (Amfi) showed on Tues-
day. This was way lower
than a surge of nearly 22%
or an increase of close to `7
lakh crore in the asset base
to `37.72 lakh crore in 2021.
While, the growth of
42-player mutual fund
space in 2021 was mainly
braced by a rally in the
stock markets.
The increase in asset
base in 2022 is mostly the
result of advanced SIP
flows, which touched
`13,000-crore for the second
time in a row in November.
Sensex, Nifty close 1percent lower
tracking trends in US markets
Mumbai (PTI): Equity
benchmarks Sensex and
Nifty ended 1% lower on
Tuesday, dragged down by
Reliance Industries and
banking stocks along with
a weak trend in European
markets.
Unabated foreign fund
outflows also negatively
impacted the domestic eq-
uity market.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 631.83 points or
1.04% to settle at 60,115.48.
During the day, it tumbled
808.93 points or 1.33% to
59,938.38.
The broader NSE Nifty
declined 187.05 points or
1.03% to end at 17,914.15.
From the Sensex pack,
Bharti Airtel, State Bank
of India, HDFC Bank, Ul-
traTech Cement, Bajaj Fi-
nance, HDFC, NTPC, ITC,
Reliance Industries, Tech
Mahindra, ICICI Bank and
Tata Consultancy Services
were the major laggards.
Tata Motors, Power Grid,
Tata Steel, Hindustan Uni-
lever, IndusInd Bank and
Mahindra  Mahindra
were among the winners
from the 30-share pack.
India’s largest IT ser-
vices company TCS dipped
1.05% even after reporting
an 11% rise in December
quarter net profit to
`10,846 crore. FIIs offload-
ed shares worth`203.13
crore on Monday, accord-
ing to exchange data.
` GAINS 57 PAISE TO
CLOSE AT 81.78
AGAINST US DOLLAR
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee gained
57 paise to close at 81.78 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar on
Tuesday. Forex traders said the
rupee was the best performer
among Asian currencies and
now has the support of 81.70. At
the interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened at
82.20 and touched an intra-day
high of 81.72 and a low of 82.26
against the greenback. It finally
ended at 81.78 (provisional),
registering a rise of 57 paise
over its previous close.
PE inflows plunge 42%
to $23.3 billion in 2022
Mumbai (PTI): Private eq-
uity investments into do-
mestic companies fell
sharply year-on-year by
42% to $23.3 billion in 2022,
which is the lowest since
2019, when it was $15.8 bil-
lion, according to report.
The numbers reflect the
overall funding winter that
the startup space in par-
ticular, and the overall for-
eign investments in gener-
al have been witnessing
since the Ukraine war be-
gan last February
.
Private equity invest-
ment inflows into the coun-
try fell by a sharp 42% in
2022 from last year to
$23.3 billion — the lowest
annual inflows since 2019
when it was a low $15.8 bil-
lion, but still relatively
elevated compared to
historical levels.
The report did not say
how many deals were
closed in the year.
COAL INDIA SUBSIDIARY
NCL TO START M-SAND
PRODUCTION
New Delhi: State-owned Coal
India’s subsidiary NCL will
soon start production of M-
Sand, a mate-
rial used for
construction
works. North-
ern Coalfields
Ltd (NCL) will start production
of M-Sand or Manufactured
Sand for its Amlohri project in
Madhya Pradesh, according to
a coal ministry statement on
Tuesday. M-Sand is artificial
sand produced from crushing
hard stones into small sand-
sized angular shaped particles,
washed and finely graded to be
used as construction aggre-
gate.  —PTI
GOVT EXTENDS RBI DY
GOVERNER PATRA’S
TENURE BY ONE YEAR
New Delhi: The government on
Monday extended the term of the
deputy governor of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), Michael
Debabrata Patra, by a further
period of one year. Patra’s
three-year tenure was coming
to an end on January 14. The
Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet, headed by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, has approved
Patra’s re-appointment
as the RBI’s deputy
governor for a
further period
of one year with
effect from January
15, sources
said.
—PTI
OTHER STORIES
MCL SUPPLIED 143.4 MILLION TONNES OF COAL
THIS FISCAL TILL DECEMBER: COAL INDIA
New Delhi: State-owned CIL on Tuesday said that its arm MCL sup-
plied 143.4 million tonnes of coal till December in the current fiscal,
the highest among all the subsidiaries of the coal behemoth. Mahanadi
Coalfields Ltd’s (MCL) supplies accounted
for 28.2% of the total off-take of 507.8
million tonnes from Coal India Ltd (CIL).
MCL’s coal off-take peaked to 146.12 mil-
lion tonnes (MTs) on January 5, overtak-
ing the total supplies that the company
registered for full year of FY21.  —PTI
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Mumbai:  A decision
has been taken to run
the Mhaisal irrigation
scheme on solar energy
in order to reduce the
burden of electricity
bills. MP Sanjaykaka
Patil informed on Tues-
day that Germany’s
KFW Bank is going to
invest in the same.
Speaking on the is-
sue, Patil said, “Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi had signed a tri-
partite agreement dur-
ing his German visit.
The central govern-
ment has approved the
loan guarantee. The
government of Maha-
rashtra approved this
project in the cabinet
meeting on 18th De-
cember 2022. Deputy
Chief Minister and
Water Resources Min-
ister Devendra Fad-
navis also gave special
encouragement and
recognition for the
project.”
“The 200 MW of solar
power generated by
this project will be used
for the Upsa irrigation
scheme. For that, Rs.
1,440 crore will be
spent. Government
land at Sankh in Jat ta-
luk has been ear-
marked for the project.
The German Bank
has been requested to
finance Tembhu Upsa
Irrigation Scheme
(with expansion), and
Jat Vastrit Mhaisal Yo-
jana for the project of
300 MW capacity. The
German Bank has
responded positively to
the said demand,”
added Patil.
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Recognise and understand
your core competency,
specialize in it and concentrate
on this gift that makes you special.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The hearing
on the ‘power struggle
case’ in Maharashtra
has been postponed
once again. Now this
hearing will be held on
February 14. However,
Aseem Sarode, the ad-
vocate who filed the in-
tervention petition in
the matter has termed
the postponement of
the hearing as sad.
“Dates should not be
given so late. Is the Su-
preme Court inadvert-
ently allowing to act
unconstitutionally if
someone has illegally
usurped power or sus-
pects the existence of a
state government in an
unconstitutional man-
ner,” Sarode
questiponed after the
SC ruling.
He said, “On behalf
of the voters, it is our
demand that the matter
of power struggle in
Maharashtra be re-
ferred to a larger
bench. The case
of Nabam
Rabia is
being cited. But that
matter was before a
bench of five judges.
The political nature of
the power struggle in
Maharashtra is com-
plex. Therefore, the de-
cision of the bench of
five judges can be chal-
lenged. So the matter
s h o u l d go to a larg-
er bench, so that a per-
manent decision can be
taken and the state of
anarchy in Maharash-
tra ends,” Sarode said.
Notably, Vishwamb-
har Chowdhary, Ranja-
na Belkhode, Saurabh
Ashokrao have filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court through advo-
cate Aseem Sarode,
saying that the citizens
who have voted should
also be heard. This peti-
tion is a voter interven-
tion petition and
the Supreme
Court
h a s
accepted Sarode’s in-
tervention petition.
Even as the matter
came up for hearing on
November 29, 2022,
doubts were raised if
the final verdict would
be delivered soon? At
that time, he had
said that quick results
are necessary to main-
tain the health of
democracy.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Bombay HC
on Tuesday directed the
CBI to file by Friday its
affidavit in response to
a petition of Videocon
Group founder Venugo-
pal Dhoot, seeking to
quash an FIR registered
in a bank loan fraud
case, to declare his ar-
rest as “arbitrary and
illegal” and to be re-
leased on bail.
When the plea came
up for hearing, advo-
cate Kuldeep Patil
asked for one-week
time to seek instruc-
tions on the same. A
division bench of Jus-
tices Revati Mohite
Dere and P K Chavan
said the agency shall
file its affidavit by Fri-
day and posted the peti-
tion for hearing the
same day (January 13).
Advocate Sandeep
Ladda, appearing for
Dhoot, sought an ur-
gent hearing and said
Dhoot is suffering from
“99 per cent blockage in
heart”.
‘Is SC unknowingly allowing govt
to act outside the Constitution?’
Dates should
not be given
so late. Is
the Supreme Court
inadvertently allowing
to act unconstitutionally
if someone has illegally
usurped power or
suspects the existence
of a state government
in an unconstitution-
al manner,” Sarode
questiponed after the
SC ruling.
—Aseem Sarode,
Advocate
Advocate Sarode
who filed the
intervention petition
in the matter has
termed the
postponement of the
hearing as sad
Maharashtra cabinet clears
salary revision for state
government employees!
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra cabinet on
Tuesday decided to ac-
cept the salary rea-
lignment report of the
K P Bakshi committee
on revising the sala-
ries of state govern-
ment employees, an
official said.
The move will put a
burden of Rs 240
crore on the state ex-
chequer.
The actual financial
benefits will be appli-
cable for employees
from the first date of
the month in which
the official order will
be issued, the official
said.
The state finance
department moved a
Cabinet note in this
regard which was dis-
cussed in the meeting
chaired by Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde.
The Bakshi commit-
tee has reviewed the
sixth pay com-
mission and the sev-
enthpay commission
reports jointly and ad-
dressed the differenc-
es in its report.
The Cabinet also ap-
proved the handing
over of 22,264 sq.mt.
land of Modern Food
Enterprises in subur-
ban Goregaon in
Mumbai to the Hindu-
stan Unilever Ltd.
Both parties have
already entered into
an agreement and
now it has been ap-
proved by the state
cabinet, the official
said.
The Cabinet also ap-
proved a proposal
moved by the Social
Justice Department
(SJD) to enter into a
tri-partite agreement
with the Tarpan
Foundation and the
Revenue department
to extend benefits of
state government
schemes to different-
ly-abled people as well
as economically-
weaker sections suf-
fering from severe ill-
ness. The Foundation
will carry out the sur-
vey of potential bene-
ficiaries of various
welfare schemes un-
der the SJD and sub-
mit it before both de-
partments in the next
two years, the official
explained.
The council of min-
isters also approved a
change in the Maha-
rashtra Village Pan-
chayat Act 1959 to
change the sentence
clause from imprison-
ment to a monetary
fine, according to
which bringing cattle
on roads would invite
penalty to owners, in-
stead of earlier provi-
sions of imprison-
ment, he added.
The actual
financial benefits
will be applicable
for employees
from the first date
of the month in
which the official
order will be
issued
German bank to support 200 MW solar project for Mhaisal irrigation scheme
The 200 MW of
solar power
generated by
this project will be
used for the Upsa
irrigation scheme
for which `1,440
crore will be spent
Mumbai: Shiv Sena
Thackeray MP Arvind
Sawant, who is current-
ly on a Vidarbha tour,
criticized the Shinde-
Fadnavis government
while speaking at a
meeting organized dur-
ing the ‘Mashal Yatra’ at
Amravati. He also tar-
gettedMPNavneetRana
without naming her.
“In 2014, the then BJP
leader Eknath Khadse
had announced that the
alliance was broken.
BJP thought that since
Balasaheb passed away
in 2012, Shiv Sena has
no leader. However, Ud-
dhav Thackeray stood
alone against the BJP
in 2014. The Shiv
Sainiks worked with
dedicationandachieved
success. At that time, 63
MLAs were elected. To-
day, the bearded man
who left, was made the
opposition leader,” said
Sawant.
Speaking further,
Sawant also targetted
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde. “It was Eknath
Shinde who demanded
Uddhav Thackeray to
form the government
with BJP in 2014. This
was not acceptable to
Uddhav even then. Dur-
ing the election of Kaly-
an Dombivli, I was on
the campaign platform.
Then this bearded baba
made big plays and
wrote a big application,
‘Sir, our common peo-
ple’s work is not done.
The poor do not get jus-
tice. How can I sit on his
lap? Take my resigna-
tion.’ However, the
same Baba is sitting on
the lap of Devendra
Fadnavis today,” added
Sawant.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The NCP on
Tuesday criticised Ta-
mil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi for skipping por-
tions of the government
prepared customary ad-
dress in the legislative
Assembly and staging a
walkout. NCP’s nation-
al spokesperson Clyde
Crasto said governors
are guardians of the
state their constitution-
al duty is to remain
neutral.
In his address in Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly on
Monday, Ravi skipped a
few portions of draft
prepared by the govern-
ment, prompting CM M
K Stalin to move a reso-
lution to expunge from
records all such com-
ments made by gover-
nor that didn’t conform
to the draft.
It is customary for
the governor to adhere
to the draft of his
speech prepared by the
government. Crasto in a
statement said that a
governor’s post is con-
stitutional and there-
fore, they must bear in
mind that once appoint-
ed they do not belong to
any party. Hence, they
cannot toe the line of
the party they belong to.
“Governors are the
guardians of a state
and their constitution-
al duty is to be neutral.
Tamil Nadu Governor
R N Ravi’s behaviour in
the state Assembly does
not behove well for his
stature and constitu-
tional position,” the
NCP leader said.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Minister
Girish Mahajan made a
big statement recently
saying that BJP had run
an ‘operation’ to break
Shiv Sena. After this, on
Tuesday, Shiv Sena
(Thackeray) MP Sanjay
Raut attacked BJP and
alleged, “It was not
Sharad Pawar’s wish to
break Shiv Sena, it was
BJP’s wish.”
Sanjay Raut said,
“These people say that
Shiv Sena broke be-
cause of Sharad Pawar,
but breaking Shiv Sena
was not Pawar’s dream,
it was BJP’s old dream.
Girish Mahajan spoke
clearly today
. I congrat-
ulate him for this. BJP
wants to divide Maha-
rashtra. They are divid-
ing Shiv Sena first. This
is the national policy of
the BJP. Our 40 MLAs
did not know this. Thus
they have joined the
conspiracy to dishonor
Maharashtra.”
Notably, Girish Ma-
hajan had said, ‘It is
true that we had started
an ‘operation’ in Shiv
Sena, but we also did
not believe that it would
be successful. However,
Eknath Shinde walked
out and moved on. Soon
the whole army fol-
lowed him.”
BOMBAY HC SEEKS CBI’S AFFIDAVIT ON
DHOOT’S PLEA AGAINST ARREST
NCP slams TN guv for
skipping portions of
Assembly address
R N Ravi, Tamil Nadu Governor.  —FILE PHOTO
It is customary for
the governor to
adhere to the draft of
his speech prepared
by the government
Bearded man left us, sat in Fadnavis’
lap: MP Sawant targets CM Shinde
MP Arvind Sawant
NotSharadPawar's,
itwasBJP'sdreamto
breakShivSena:Raut
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had signed a tripartite agreement
during his German visit. The central government has approved
the loan guarantee. The government of Maharashtra approved this
project in the cabinet meeting on 18th December 2022. Deputy Chief Minister
and Water Resources Minister Devendra Fadnavis also gave special encour-
agement and recognition for the project. —Sanjaykaka Patil, MP
“In 2014, the then
BJP leader
Eknath Khadse
had announced
that the alliance
was broken. BJP
thought that since
Balasaheb
passed away in
2012, Shiv Sena
has no leader
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