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OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR & MUMBAI
ROYAL BENGAL
TIGER ‘KILLS’
ELDERLY WOMAN
IN ODISHA
New Delhi: BRS leader K Kavitha was quizzed by
the ED for more than 10 hours on Monday in a Delhi
excise policy-linked money laundering case and
has been called again on March 21, officials said.
Bhubaneswar: A 70-year old woman was eaten by
a suspected Royal Bengal Tiger (RBT) in Jalmadei
village, located in the fringe of Sunabeda Wildlife
Sanctuary in Nuapada dist on Sunday night. Sanamti
Barik had gone to fetch firewood from forest.
MHA SUGGESTS
CBI INQUIRY
AGAINST HARSH
MANDER’S NGO
New Delhi: Ministry of Home Affairs has recommended
a CBI inquiry into Aman Biradari, an organisation run
by so-called activist Harsh Mander for FCRA violations.
Harsh was part of the controversial NAC headed by
then-UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi.
ED GRILLS BRS LEADER KAVITHA FOR OVER 10 HOURS
JAPAN BRINGS NEW $75 BN
INDO-PACIFIC PLAN
PM Narendra Modi held bilateral talks with
his Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida
India indispensable: Japan PM hails India as 2
nations unveil Indo-Pacific plan to counter China
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: PM Naren-
dra Modi on Monday
held wide-ranging talks
with his Japanese coun-
terpart Fumio Kishida
to expand India-Japan
partnership for a peace-
ful, stable and prosper-
ous post-Covid world.
Kishida arrived in Del-
hi on Monday on a two-
day visit. He visited Ra-
jghat, paid floral trib-
utes to Mahatma Gan-
dhi. Japanese PM will
ramp up bilateral ties
in a range of areas &
explore convergence be-
tween India’s presiden-
cy of G20, Japan’s presi-
dency of G7 to address
global problems.
Japan’s PM Fumio
Kishida announced
new plan for an open
and free Indo-Pacific,
promising billions of
dollars in investment to
help economies across
region in everything
from industry to disas-
ter prevention. He
pledged $75 bn to Indo-
Pacific by 2030 through
pvt investments & yen
loans, and the ramping
up of aid through offi-
cial governmental as-
sistance and grants. P6
PM Narendra Modi meets his Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida, at Hyderabad House, Delhi on Monday.
We discussed
boosting India-
Japan ties in
sectors like defence,
healthcare,
technology, and
other issues. We
also discussed ways
to increase
competitiveness in
logistics, food
processing, MSME,
textiles and more.
—Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister
It gives me great
pleasure to be able
to unveil my new
vision on the soil of
India which is our
indispensable
partner in
realising Free and
Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP).
—Fumio Kishida,
Japan PM
INDIA, JAPAN SIGN 2 DOCS ON COOPERATION
ON JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND BULLET TRAIN
PM MODI THANKS
JAPANESE PM FOR
G-7 SUMMIT INVITE
PM Modi received formal
invitation of Japanese PM
Kishida to the G7 summit in
Japan. PM Modi also empha-
sised importance of leading
2 significant summits, G20
and G7, by respective coun-
tries. Modi thanked Kishida.
At a special briefing by Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra
said, “There were two documents signed on the side-
lines- Renewal of MOC (Memorandum of Cooperation) in
the Japanese language, essentially focussing on higher level
language learning and second agreement was Exchange of
notes on JICA loan for 300 bn on Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-
speed railway project.”
Cops:Amritpalstillatlarge;
hisuncle&driversurrender
 Father and uncle claim that Amritpal Singh has been arrested
 Internet, SMS services suspended by Punjab govt till today
 Amritpal, aides on NIA’s radar after recovery of the illegal arms
First India Bureau
Chandigarh: Search op
by Punjab Police to ar-
rest Khalistani leader
Amritpal Singh con-
tinuedfor3rddayacross
State. He has now been
declared
afugitive.
Amritpal
S i n g h ’s
d r i v e r
Harpreet
and uncle
Harijeet have surren-
dered before police in
Mehatpur and sources
said they were taken to
police station. During
the day, Tarsem Singh,
Amritpal’s father said,
“It is impossible to ab-
scond when he being
chased by huge force. I
suspect that my son he
has been arrested.” NIA
may probe Amritpal, 7
of his aides over charge
of possessing illegal
arms - Arms Act cases
included in NIA Act. P6
Police personnel flag march at Heritage street near the Golden Temple, in Amritsar on Monday.
BIGGER INDIAN FLAG PLACED, BRITISH
DY HIGH COMMISSIONER SUMMONED
India summoned British deputy high commissioner and de-
manded an explanation over complete “absence of security”
after videos of pulling down of the Indian flag at Indian mis-
sion in London. MEA said India finds “unacceptable” indif-
ference of UK govt to security of Indian diplomatic premises,
personnel in UK. Meanwhile, Indian High Commission placed
a bigger tricolour after vandalism by Amritpal supporters.
A sealed cover: Supreme Court again
repeats ‘no’, this time over OROP case
First India Bureau
New Delhi: SC on Mon-
day directed Centre to
clear all One Rank One
Pension (OROP) ar-
rears totalling `28,000
crore for ex-servicemen
by Feb 28, 2024, saying
govt is duty-bound to
comply with its 2022
judgement. A bench
headed by CJI DY
Chandrachud also took
note of Centre’s sealed
cover report giving de-
tails on OROP dues to
retired military person-
nel, saying it wanted to
“put an end to this sealed
cover procedure”.
3 FIRs AGAINST KHERA
TRANSFERRED TO Lko
FIX HC JUDGES’ APPT
ISSUES: PARL PANEL
PEE-GATE: WOMAN
VICTIM MOVES SC
The SC on Monday clubbed
three FIRs lodged against
Congress leader Pawan
Khera for allegedly making
objectionable remarks against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and transferred them to
the Hazratganj police station
in Uttar Pradesh’s Lucknow.
A Parliamentary panel has
asked the government to “fix
all bottlenecks” responsible
for delays in the appoint-
ment of high court judges,
saying the vacancies must be
filled with the same zeal as
shown in the appointment of
Supreme Court judges.
A 72-year-old woman, at the
Centre of headlines after a
co-passenger allegedly uri-
nated on her on board a New
York-Delhi Air India flight last
Nov, has moved the SC seek-
ing a direction to the DGCA
and airlines to frame SOPs to
deal with such incidents.
OTHER TOP
RAJ STORIES
A single-judge bench of
Rajasthan HC on Monday
quashed FIR against the
RSS regional pracharak
Nimbaram who was
named as an accused in a
bribery case by ACB. P10
A revenue department
official, Omprakash
Meghwal, was arrested by
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) for allegedly
taking a bribe of `2.25
lakh in Nagaur district on
Monday, officials said. P9
A man was abducted
from Ajmer district and
his nose cut off allegedly
by the family members of
his wife who did not
approve of their marriage,
police said on Monday. P3
G Club firing accused
Hrithik held from Nepal
Xi Jinping meets ‘dear
friend’ Putin in Moscow
Satyanarayan Sharma
Jaipur: In a major
breakthrough, Jaipur
police have caught a
wanted criminal and
Lawrence Bishnoi gang
member Hrithik Box-
er, who carries a cash
reward of `1L on head,
from Nepal border.
He had claimed re-
sponsibility for firing
on a club here for de-
manding extorting
money from its owner
on 28 Jan on behalf of
gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi. He has been
charged over a dozen
cases related to firing,
extortion against him.
Jaipur Police Com-
missioner Anand Ku-
mar Srivastava said
Hrithik has been al-
legedly involved in
threatening business-
men with dire conse-
quences and extorting
money in diff dists. P3
First India Bureau
Moscow: Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping met his
“dear friend” Vladimir
Putin in Moscow on
Monday
, seeking both to
deepen economic ties
with an ally he sees as a
useful counterweight to
West & to promote Bei-
jing’s role as a potential
peacemaker in Ukraine.
Xi was the first leader
to meet the Russian
president since the In-
ternational Criminal
Court (ICC) issued an
arrest warrant for him
on Friday over the de-
portation of Ukrainian
children to Russia
during its year-old inva-
sion of Ukraine.
Xi Jinping said that
he was sure that people
in Russians would sup-
port President Putin in
presidential elections
that are due in 2024.
Doctors protesting against State govt’s Right to health bill were thrashed by police personnel when
they tried to gherao the Assembly in Jaipur on Monday. In the scuffle, clothes of many protesters got
torn and many were left bleeding. Full Report on P3 —PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA
DOCS CANED BY COPS!
Doctors hold protest against Right To Health Bill in Jaipur
‘Aam Panna’ talks! PM Modi
visits the Buddha Jayanti Park
with Fumio Kishida on Monday.
Chinese President Xi Jinping
meets Russian President
Vladimir Putin to deepen ties
in Moscow on Monday.
P4
IT IS A MATTER OF PRIDE FOR US TO HONOR
GUV GULAB CHAND KATARIA, SAYS GEHLOT
Naresh Sharma, Yogesh
Sharma, Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur: Assam Gover-
nor Gulab Chand Ka-
taria said that such a
democracy should be
built in the country in
which all people partici-
pate. The longer House
runs, the better we will
be able to keep the pub-
lic’s point, Kataria said
while addressing a sem-
inar on “Role of Legisla-
ture in promoting effec-
tive, meaningful democ-
racy” organized under
the aegis of Rajasthan
branch of Common-
wealth Parliamentary
Association in the State
Assembly on Monday
.
Assam Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria said
that he will serve people
of AssamandRajasthan
by staying within ambit
of his post & will main-
tain honor and dignity
of Rajasthan. “It is not
correct right now, to
talk about what is hap-
pening in Parl. Kataria
ji has come for 1st time,
so I will not say any
such thing that would
bother,” CM said. P10
 The battle of ideology goes on, but personal
relations have their own place, Gehlot stresses
 Notably, while CM Gehlot was addressing the
Assembly, Kataria was smiling at Gehlot’s words
Assam Governor Gulab Chand Kataria being felicitated by Speaker Dr
CP Joshi in presence of CM Ashok Gehlot, Shanti Dhariwal, Rajendra
Rathore, Sanyam Lodha and others in Rajasthan Assembly on Monday.
I will increase the
honor of Rajas-
than. Whatever
happens in the house, we get
to hear problems of every
constituency. Participating
in a meaningful debate gives
info about every field.
—Gulab Chand Kataria,
Assam Governor
I have been
appealing to PM
Modi for 4 years
and used to ask for the
promotion of Kataria. Now
he has been made Governor
of Assam. Thanks to PM
Modi ji for listening to me.
I hope Kataria ji will convey
my words to the PM.
—Ashok Gehlot, CM
 


	2. Deputy LoP Rajendra  Rathore, others during assembly walkout on Monday.
BHAYA: ENQUIRY ON
IN SIKAR DAIRY
IRREGULARITIES
Gopalan Minister Pramod
Jain Bhaya informed
the House on Monday that
chargesheets have been
issued to the personnel
concerned after a prelim-
inary investigation on the
complaint regarding financial
irregularities in Sikar Dairy.
He said that at present, the
enquiry is going on and strict
action will be taken against
the guilty personnel on the
basis of the findings of the
inquiry. The minister said that
tender in Dairy has been done
as per the provisions of the
RTTP Act. Bhaya was replying
to the call attention motion by
MLA Mahadeo Singh.
ASSEMBLY PASSES RAJ MUNICIPALITY
(AMENDMENT) BILL BY VOICE VOTE
Local Self-Government
Department Minister Shanti
Dhariwal said that under
the Rajasthan Municipalities
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, the
State Government will now be
able to investigate and remove
municipal members who
are disqualified for
election. Replying to the debate on the Bill, Dhariwal
informed that at present there is a provision to re-
move the disqualified member through an election
petition. This petition should also be filed within a
period of one month from the date of the election.
He said that the member cannot be removed after
the time of the petition is over and those members
remain in office for five years. Dhariwal said that the
Rajasthan Municipalities (Amendment) Bill, 2023 gives
the state government the powers to investigate and remove
disqualified members. For this, a new clause has been added
to sub-section (1) by amending Section 39 of the Act- 2009.
After the reply, the House passed the bill by voice vote.
RAJASTHAN
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Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur: A high-level
meeting regarding the
prevention of illegal
mining in the National
Chambal Sanctuary
was held on Monday
through video confer-
encing. A discussion
was held between Ra-
jasthan Chief Secretary
Usha Sharma, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Secre-
tary Iqbal Singh Bains
and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Secretary Durga
Shankar Mishra re-
garding inter-state co-
ordination to stop ille-
gal mining in the Cham-
bal region.
In the meeting, dis-
cussions were held to
establish coordination
between the depart-
ments concerned (For-
est, Mineral, Police and
District Administra-
tion) of the three states
and to exchange infor-
mation related to illegal
mining to stop it.
Sharma said that all
effective steps have been
takentostopillegalmin-
ing in Rajasthan and the
district administrations
of the districts con-
cerned are alert. She
said that action is being
taken against the people
and organisations in-
volved in illegal mining.
‘Tri-State’ efforts to stop illegal mining
CHIEF SECRETARIES OF RAJ, UP, MP MEET

Officials shared
views on joint
campaigns to
prevent illegal
mining and
instructions were
given to check
CCTV footage
along with
manual checking
Naresh Sharma,
Yogesh Sharma &
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur: BJP MLAs cre-
ated uproar in the house
overtheissueof damage
to crops due to rainfall
and hailstorms and
staged a walk out.
Cornering the State
Government over the is-
sue, Deputy Leader of
Opposition Rajendra
Rathoresaidclaimshave
not been released to the
farmers till date.
He expressed dissatis-
faction with the govern-
ment’s reply following
which the Opposition
staged a walkout.
In his reply
, Disaster
Management and Relief
Minister Govind
Ram Meghwal
informed the
house that
girdawari
is being
conducted
to assess
lossestocrops
due to the rain-
fall and the farmers will
be provided relief under
SDRF norms.
He said that the issue
will be taken up with the
Chief Minister for a spe-
cial package to farmers.
Meghwal said that di-
rections have been is-
sued for the payment of
agricultural input sub-
sidy to eligible farmers
affected by damage due
to frost, cold waves and
hailstorms in the month
of December-January
.
Assistance will be pro-
vided to the farmers af-
fected by crop failure in
the months of January
to March as per the
SDRF norms.
GOVT CITES DATA, OPPN STAGES WALKOUT
UPROAR IN ASSEMBLY OVER CROP DAMAGE
Meghwal says, girdawari orders issued on Jan 29, 30 for 33% crop damage in Kota and Udaipur; on
March 8, directions were issued for special girdawari; report shows 8,293 farmers were affected in Kota QUESTION HOUR
PREZ NOD RECEIVED FOR INTRODUCING
BILL TO AMEND RAJ BOVINE ACT: MIN
Animal Husbandry Minister Lalchand Kataria said
that the presidential accord for introducing the
bill to amend Rajasthan Bovine Animals (Prohibition
of Slaughter and Regulation of Temporary Migra-
tion or Export) has been received. He said that after
approval from the Chief Minister, this amendment
bill will be introduced in the house. Through this, he
said, the process is underway to allow male calves of
indigenous species to be exported outside the state
at the age of two years and more than two years for
agriculture and breeding purposes.
NO VEHICLE SCRAPPING DONE DUE TO ZERO
SCRAPPING CENTRES IN STATE: MIN OLA
Minister of State for
Transport Brijendra
Ola said that there is no
registered vehicle scrapping
facility center in the state
therefore no scrapping of
vehicles is done in the state.
Ola was replying to supple-
mentary questions during
Question Hour. He said
that according to the order
issued by NGT on October 8,
2018, there are 131 cities in India in which the condition
of air pollution is worrying. It includes 5 cities of Rajas-
than namely Alwar, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Udaipur and Kota. He
informed that action is being taken to ban or phase out 15
years old diesel commercial vehicles in these cities.
Minister of State for
Energy Bhanwar
Singh Bhati assured
the house on Monday
that 2 lakh dhanis
deprived of electricity
would be electrified
in the next two years
by spending Rs 1,000
crore. He informed that
this announcement
was made by the Chief
Minister on March 17,
2023 while replying
to the Finance and
Appropriation Bill. MoS
Bhawan Singh Bhati
said that electrification
work was halted due to
some schemes being
stopped by the Central
Government.
MIN: ACTION BEING
TAKEN AGAINST
ILLEGAL LIQUOR
2L DHANIS TO GET
ELECTRICITY IN 2
YEARS: MIN BHATI
Excise Minister Par-
sadilal Meena assured
the House on Monday
that immediate action is
taken by the department
on complaints of illegal
sale of liquor in the state.
He urged the members
to inform if they receive
any complaint in this
regard and action will be
taken soon. The Excise
Minister was replying
to the supplementary
questions. Earlier, to a
question asked by MLA
Ramnivas Gawriya,
the Minister said that
liquor is not being sold
in Nagaur district from
any place other than the
allotted liquor shops.
municipal members who
are disqualified for
election. Replying to the debate on the Bill, Dhariwal
the time of the petition is over and those members
remain in office for five years. Dhariwal said that the
Ram Meghwal
informed the
lossestocrops
due to the rain-
BUDGET
SESSION
REPORT CROP DAMAGE WITHIN 72 HRS
TO CLAIM ‘PM FASAL BIMA’: AGRI MIN
RATHORE, DHARIWAL SPAR OVER FIR
AGAINST RSS PRACHARAK NIMBARAM
It is necessary to inform the company concerned or the
nearest agriculture officer within 72 hours to claim the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana in case of crop damage
due to unseasonal rain, hailstorm and water-logging in the
State, agriculture minister
Lalchand Kataria said. The
Minister said in the house that
the state government is deter-
mined to prepare the Girdawari
report to assess the loss of
farmers, get compensation
from the Natural Disaster Re-
lief Fund, crop insurance from
the Prime Minister’s Crop Insurance scheme and relief from
other heads. The Agriculture Minister said that in case of
damage to crops insured under Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, it is necessary for the farmer to inform the insurance
company, the local officials of the agriculture department,
revenue department, Raj Kisan Suvidha App and the compa-
ny’s helpline numbers within 72 hours.
Deputy Leader of Opposition Rajendra Rathore raised the
matter of quashing of FIR against RSS pracharak Nimbaram
during the debate on the Rajasthan Municipalities (Amend-
ment) Bill. He questioned the intention of the State Government
regarding the case by ACB against Nimbaram and said that the
High Court has given clean chit to Nimbaram. Minister Shanti
Dhariwal replied and said that it will not be good if talk about
him is done in the house. “Don’t take that matter any further.
You know the truth and we also know it,” he said. Rathore said
that the minister is not bigger than the High Court. “Have some
shame now,” he said. He said that the High Court has outrightly
cleared all the charges against RSS Pracharak Nimbaram. “The
High Court’s judgment shows that the police machinery was
misused against a person who has devoted his entire life to
society,” he said. BJP MLA Madan Dilawar said that the Con-
gress had attempted defamation and character assassination of
Nimbaram by implicating him in an act like corruption.
BABA AMTE DIVYANG UNIV TO
BE BUILT IN JAMDOLI: JULLY
RAJ MSME BILL PASSED; ‘WILL
BENEFIT SOCIO ECONOMICALLY’
Social Justice and Empow-
erment Minister Tikaram
Jully said in the Vidhan Sabha
on Monday said that Baba
Amte Divyang University will
be built in Jamdoli, Jaipur for
higher education and research
for Divyangjan at a cost of
Rs 72 crore. The House
passed the Bill. The minister said that this would
be the first university in the state and the third in
the country for the differently-abled. “Divyangjans
will get better opportunities for higher studies and
research. It will provide education, training and
research and make them self-reliant,” he said.
Industries Minister
Shakuntala Rawat said
in the Vidhan Sabha on
Monday that the state
government is providing
opportunity to every section,
including youths, women,
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. She said
that the introduction of the Rajasthan MSME
Act-2023 bill will change the economic and so-
cial scenario of the state. The Rajasthan Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (Facilitation of
Establishment and Enforcement) (Amendment)
Bill, 2023 was passed.
Food and Civil Supplies Minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas on Monday said
that several families have been left out
of the food security scheme. He said he
would request the Chief Minister to give
the benefit of the scheme to the families
which are left out and all the MLAs should
go to the CM under the leadership of the
assembly speaker. The speaker asked him
to give a reply related to Phalodi constit-
uency instead of talking other things. He
directed the Minister to inform by when the
names will be added to the scheme.
MIN ASKED FOR DEADLINE TO
ADD NAMES IN FOOD SCHEME
CS Usha Sharma, DGP Umesh Mishra and other officials hold
virtual meeting with Chief Secretaries of UP and MP on Monday.
Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur: Senior veteri-
narian, Forest Depart-
ment, Dr Arvind Ma-
thur’s name has been
registered in the Limca
Book of Records for res-
cuing a maximum num-
ber of leopards in the
country
. The nomina-
tions for the record of
2021werereleasedbythe
Limca Book of Records.
By the year 2021, on
records, Dr Mathur had
rescued a total of 59
leopards, while off re-
cords the number is 67
leopards rescues. He
had rescued leopards in
14 districts to date. Dr
Mathur has performed
rescue operations at all
the inaccessible places
including jungle, hous-
es, dhore, rocky areas
and others.
Kashiram Choudhary
Jaipur: In a case of out
of turn favour, the Vet-
erinary University Bi-
kaner issued orders on
February 15 to increase
the seats in eight Ani-
mal Husbandry Diplo-
ma Institutes. Interest-
ingly
, the seats can only
be increased after the
approval of the State
Government. However,
the High Court has
stayed the counselling
in all the institutes.
It said that on Febru-
ary 14, a letter from the
Principal Secretary to
theGovernormentioned
increasing the seats
from50to100intheinsti-
tutes. It also said that
university administra-
tion must form a com-
mittee and submit its
report in three days.
Besides, orders were
given to form a commit-
tee to give recognition to
three new institutions.
Subsequently
, the com-
mittee inspected eight
colleges in five districts
in just three days and
submitteditsreport.The
university immediately
recognised these colleg-
es and included them in
the counselling.
To increase the seats,
the organisation depos-
its a fee of Rs 1 lakh to
the State Government.
Later, a State Govern-
ment-led committee, in-
cluding one member
from the organisation,
inspects the institution.
Doc gets into Limca Records
for maximum leopard rescues
Seats doubled in 8 Vet colleges
sans Govt nod, stayed by HC
Dr Arvind Mathur is seen feeding a leopard cub.
Veterinary University, Bikaner
Ajmer man dies
of Covid; 15 new
cases recorded
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The State re-
corded one more Cov-
id-19 death on Monday
.
Earlier, two deaths were
reported on Sunday
. Ac-
cordingtothehealthbul-
letin, one patient was
reported dead in Ajmer
on Monday
. 15 new cases
were also recorded from
various areas of the
state, taking the active
cases tally to 130. So far,
9,660 people have died
duetothedeadlydisease
in the state. The bulletin
mentioned the state’s in-
fection tally at 13,15,793
with 13 patients current-
ly under treatment.
Speaker Dr CP
Joshi handed over
Best MLA award
to Amin Khan,
MLA from Sheo
for 2022. Assam
Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria
handed over Best
MLA award to MLA
from Ajmer South,
Anita Bhadel
for 2023. Chief
Minister Ashok
Gehlot, Minister
Shanti Dhariwal,
and Deputy Leader
of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore
are also seen.
BEST
MLAs
Promoted by DC Agarwala And Co. Pvt. Ltd.
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RIGHTTOHEALTHBILLPROTEST:CLASH
BETWEENDOCS&POLICE,MANYINJURED
Rains continue to lash parts of Raj,
hailstorm damage standing crops
Jaipur (PTI): Rainfall
triggered by a western
disturbance continued
in parts of Rajasthan
on Monday and Ma-
haveerji in Karauli dis-
trict recorded a maxi-
mum of 7 cm rain, the
weather department
said.
Boli in Sawai Mad-
hopur, Parbatsar in Na-
gaur, Raipur in Pali re-
corded 4 cm while Tonk
received 3 cm of rain
during a period of 24
hours ending at 8.30 am
Monday
.
Several other places
also received below 3
cm rain during this pe-
riod, according to the
MeT department.
A weather depart-
ment official said that
the impact of the west-
ern disturbance will
continue in areas of
Jaipur, Kota, Ajmer and
Bharatpur divisions.
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: Doctors pro-
testing against the state
government’s Right to
health bill were
thrashed by the police
in Jaipur on Monday.
Initially, police tried to
stop the doctors who
tried to gherao the as-
sembly but when they
did not stop, police
lathi-charged them. In
the scuffle, clothes of
many protesters got
torn and many were left
bleeding. It is alleged
that the police misbe-
haved with the women
doctors.
More than 2400 pri-
vate hospital owners
across the state took to
the streets. First, doc-
tors and hospital ad-
ministrators gathered
in the auditorium of
Jaipur Medical Associ-
ation at the SMS Hospi-
tal in Jaipur. Then the
doctors left SMS Hospi-
tal around noon and
went to Trimurti Circle
via JLN Marg, Narayan
Singh Circle and
reached Statue Circle in
front of Central Park.
Police stopped every-
one near Statue Circle
around 1 pm. There was
a scuffle between the
doctor and the police.
All the doctors sat on
dharna at the Statue
Circle where after a
while, a clash erupted.
The Joint Action
Committee, which was
supporting the bill until
a few days ago, came
back to oppose the bill.
The committee was
formed by the doctors’
union.
Dr Vijay Kapoor, Sec-
retary of Private Hospi-
tal and Nursing Society,
said, “The policemen
suddenly pulled them
down. After lathi-
charge, there was a
stampede. We fell down.
If the government does
not listen to us, we will
protest.”
Another doctor said
that the secretary was
at the forefront of the
protest.
Satyanarayan Sharma
Jaipur: Jaipur police
have caught a wanted
criminal and Lawrence
Bishnoi gang member
Hrithik Boxer, who car-
ries a cash reward of `1
lakh on head, from Ne-
pal border. A case was
lodged against him in
connection with the fir-
ing at G-club in Jaipur
and demanding extor-
tion money of `5 crore
from club owner in Jan-
uary. He had claimed
responsibility through
Facebook.
Following a tip-off that
he was hiding in Nepal,
two teams were en-
gaged in working on the
input. After it was veri-
fied that he was in Ne-
pal and would enter In-
dia, the teams were sent
totheborder.Hecrossed
the border from Birgunj
(Nepal)- Raxaul (India)
on March 18 and as soon
as he crossed border, he
was caught, he said.
Hrithik has been ar-
rested in the past in
connection with firing
and extorting cases. He
demanded `2 crore from
a businessman Inder
Hisaria in Hanuman-
garh in 2021. He was
awarded imprisonment
of 5 years.
First India Bureau
Japiur: A total of 185
passengers had a har-
rowing experience as
their Indigo flight 6E-
2401 from Bangalore to
Delhi could not land in
the national capital on
time due to bad weath-
er in Delhi.
The flight left from
Bangalore at 2 pm on
Monday but had to be
diverted to Jaipur and
will leave after getting
clearance from Delhi
airport ATC.
Due to bad weather
condition at Delhi air-
port, 9 flights were di-
verted from Delhi to
Jaipur International
Airport. 3 internation-
al and 6 domestic
flights were diverted.
Maximum 7 flights of
Indigo airline were di-
verted due to the bad
weather conditions.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Rajasthan BJP
presidentSatishPoonia
on Monday met farm-
ers in Amer assembly
constituency whose
crops have suffered
damage due to the re-
cent rains and hail-
storm, and demanded
that the state govern-
mentcompensatethem.
Rains triggered by
Western Disturbance
have lashed several
parts of the state in the
last three days.
Cropshavebeencom-
pletely destroyed by the
hailstorm, and the
farmers have suffered
huge losses. The state
govt should assess the
damage to the crops
and give compensation
to the farmers as soon
as possible, he said af-
ter visiting farms in
Amer constituency
.
Poonia takes stock of fields damaged by rain
Delhi bound flights diverted to Jaipur
He has been held in
past for connections
with firing cases
lMore than 2,400 private hosp owners
across the state took to the streets
lResident doctors and other bodies
have also called the boycott today
Satish Poonia met farmers in Amer assembly constituency in
Jaipur on Monday.
Hrithik Boxer at Jawahar Circle police station in Jaipur on Monday.
A sheet of snow on a field in Chomu on Monday.
Police blocking doctors protesting against the State government’s Right to Health Bill at the Statue
Circle in Jaipur on Monday.  —PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA
AGRI HELPLINE OF NO
HELP TO FARMERS
COUPLE ABDUCTED IN
CHOMU, PROBE ON
BUNDI: CROP DAMAGE MEMO
HANGED IN CATTLE’S NECK
WORK BOYCOTT
The helpline number
issued by Agriculture
Minister Lalchand Kataria
to help farmers hit by crop
damage is not working.
Several famers dialled for
help but complained that
even after waiting for an
hour all they could hear
was, “Please wait as our
customer service executives
are busy.” The state govern-
ment has claimed to provide
benefits to the farmers.
Instructions were given to
file a complaint in 72 hours
under Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana.
Jaipur: A newly married
couple was abducted by
nearly a dozen persons
from the woman’s fam-
ily in the Harmada area of
Jaipur.Prithviraj Bawaria
and Pooja Yogi had a love
affair and they got married
on February 10. They were
abducted on March 19. The
incident of abduction was
captured in a CCTV. The po-
lice have registered a case
against the accused.
—Manoj Saini
Bundi: A unique demonstra-
tion by the farmers was wit-
nessed at the Keshavraipa-
tan subdivision office on
Monday. The angry farmers
sat on a dharna at the door
of the office of subdivision
officer Narendra Meena for
not meeting them. When
the Tehsildar reached to
collect the memorandum
in the absence of the
Sub-Divisional Officer, the
crowd refused to hand
over the memorandum to
him. After this, the irate
farmers sat on dharna for
three hours and hung the
memorandum around the
neck of cows and buffalo in
the office. —Mayank Jain
The patients may
face problems today
as resident doctors
came out in support of
the protest of private
doctors and announced
an indefinite shutdown
in protest against RTH
and the alleged assault
on doctors. Jaipur
Association of Resident
Doctors announced a
complete work boycott
from 8 am on Tuesday.
G-Club firing: Cops to grill Hrithik in Jpr
Shubham Jain and
Narpat Joya
Ajmer/Nagaur: A man
was abducted from
Ajmer district and his
nose cut off allegedly by
the family members of
his wife who did not ap-
prove of their marriage,
police said on Monday
.
The victim filed a po-
lice complaint on Mon-
day
, alleging that he was
abducted by the brother
and other relatives of
hiswifeonMarch18and
taken to a village in Na-
gaur district, where
they cut off his nose,
said Station House Of-
ficer,Gegal,AjmerSunil
Kumar. Some of the ac-
cused were detained and
are being questioned in
connectionwiththemat-
ter, Kumar said. Taking
joint action in this mat-
ter, Ajmer and Nagaur
police station have
caught the father and
four brothers of the girl.
Man abducted by in-laws in Ajmer;
nose chopped off, five accused held
Abhishek Shrivastava
Jaipur: The enforce-
ment wing of Jaipur De-
velopment Authority on
Monday carried out an
anti-encroachment
drive in Vidhyadhar Na-
gar area of Jaipur. The
estimated market value
of the land is around Rs
200 crore, Chief Control-
ler- Enforcement (JDA)
Raghuveer Saini said.
The 7-8 bigha of land
was illegally occupied
by nine marble-granite
dealers, seven scrap
dealers, tea vendors and
others. “The occupants
were issued notices on
March 10 as a result of
which some of the occu-
pants removed their en-
croachment while the
action to remove the
other encroachment
started early morning
today with the help of
JCB machines,” he said.
The land is located in
zone 2, adjacent to AEN
office in Vidhyadhar
Nagar.
Encroachment worth
`200crremoved:JDA
First India Bureau
New Delhi: There has
been a long debate in
the Delhi High court in
the rape case against
Rohit Joshi on Monday
.
The High Court could
not agree with the argu-
ments presented by the
victim for the cancella-
tion of bail granted to
the accused. Now the
next hearing in the mat-
ter will be held on
March 28.
Rohit Joshi case:
Next hearing in
HC on March 28
Action was taken by the JDA to vacate the land near Malhotra
Colony in Vidyadhar Nagar on Monday.
 


	4. hen BJP
formed the
government
for  the first
time in Gu-
jarat Corpo-
ration, after
the win, all the councillors
were invited as part of a na-
tional session in Lucknow.
All the karyakartas were
there and I was also a part
of it. Honourable Narendra
bhai was present as well as
he was handling the corpo-
ration when it came first to
Gujarat.
Arrangement for accom-
modation of the partici-
pants had been made in a
tent. We had received inti-
mation from the national
leadership that if anybody
wanted to stay in a hotel, he
or she was free to do so.
There were obvious chal-
lenges for those living in
the tent - washroom facility
was about 300 mt away from
the main tent. So many of
the newly elected council-
lors expressed their desire
to shift to a hotel. Now my
bed was close to hon Naren-
dra bhai. People asked to
me to convince Narendra
bhai to allow all those who
wanted to move to a hotel
and I said to him “Naren-
dra bhai, people from all
over the country are
asking you to give them
permission to move
from this tent and well,
this conversation hap-
pened at around 2 in
the afternoon. Nar-
endra bhai refused
to give permission
and I conveyed the
same to the newly
elected councillors.
At 4pm, Narendra
bhaichangedhisstance
and allowed everyone to
shift to a hotel. Well, I
must admit, I was the first
one to pack up lock, stock
and barrel from the tent!
Whenhesawmepacking,he
said “You will not go. You
needtostaybackhere!” And
I did not like that, frankly
speaking. I was unhappy
with Narendra bhai holding
me back in the tent.
Later on, mapping my
mood, he came to me and
said “Suresh, a BJP kar-
yakarta who wants to
go ahead in the Sangathan
must know how to survive
on ‘bhuna sing chana’
(roasted peanuts and chick-
peas) for days and he must
find comfort in sleeping on
the floor. Only then, can a
karyakarta hope to go up
the ladder within the San-
gathan.” Narendra bhai
later on took me out for
chaat, we visited places to-
gether, and today, I remi-
nisce my time with him.
Narendra bhai would share
his vision how Sangathan
should be, how it should
function and his
vision has al-
ways been
very use-
ful for
f u t u r e
genera-
tions.
Once it so happened, the
rates of electricity went up
by a paisa or two in North
Gujarat, and people would
look for me to complain of
government policies. They
would say “Modiji has been
unfair to farmers.” So I
went to him and reiterated
what I had been hearing.
Let me tell you here, Naren-
dra bhai is not at all that
strict, or intimidating as he
might sometimes appear to
be. I get to meet ministers
day in and day out, and out
of all of these, the most
‘low profile’ minister that I
have come across is Naren-
dra bhai. He has an air of
peaceful equanimity
around him and his aura is
that of supreme calm, and
there is never a trace of an-
ger in his demeanour. He
listens to people very in-
tently, hears them out with
patience and always takes a
very balanced and ground-
ed stance in all his deci-
sions.
So he kept looking at me
and listening to what I had
to say and when he saw me
standing there even after I
had finished, he asked me
why I was still there. I said
“Sahab, what difference
will it make to the gov-
ernment? Why don’t
we reduce the rates
of electricity there?”
He said with a smile
“Don’t worry! You
may go!” and I left.
That’s the time
when Narendra
bhai launched the Sujalam
Sufalam project for people
in North Gujarat for whom
even a drop of water was
priceless. Water was the
greatest challenge in the
area in those days so much
so that people from certain
areas often had to get water
from their neighbouring
villages. In Sujalam Su-
falam Jal Abhiyan, Naren-
dra bhai gave North Guja-
rat a gift for which genera-
tions to come would be
thankful to him. When wa-
ter was allowed to let flow in
the villages after the com-
pletion of the project, peo-
ple who had never seen wa-
ter in their areas and had
suffered so much on ac-
count of its scarcity, started
getting water at 100 ft rather
than at 1000 ft. The villages
got ponds and greenery in
lands that had been parched
since decades.
So when I visited North-
ern Gujarat after 2 years,
the tune and tone of the peo-
ple had changed. They had
started saying that Modiji
has achieved the unachiev-
able in North Gujarat.
While I had completely for-
gotten about the incident I
just mentioned, he had not.
He remembered very clear-
ly the opinion of people I
shared with him two years
back and said to me “Now
do you hear the opinion of
people?” I said, “Of course,
Narendra bhai! You have
given them a new life.”
Another idea that trans-
formed the life of the poor
has been the Garib Kalyan
Mela which is organised
every year. This is Naren-
dra bhai’s brainchild.
When Modiji witnessed
how the middlemen were
eating into the schemes
meant for the poor and that
several pro-poor welfare
schemes were not even
reaching their intended au-
dience, he conceptualized
the Garib Kalyan Mela.
I remember, Manojbhai
Makwana was a councillor
and he wanted to organize a
program for around 100
beneficiaries. He expressed
his desire to invite Saheb to
this programme. Saheb said
to me, “Please go and meet
Ramanlal Vohra.” When I
went to meet the minister,
Vohraji said that Narendra
bhai has expressed his de-
sire to organize this pro-
gram on a larger scale. Lat-
er on I realized what he
meant! More than 10,000
beneficiaries were invited
from all over Ahmedabad to
this program organized in
Maninagar. It took about a
month’s time to plan for this
event. When it happened,
these many people availed
the benefits of government
welfare scheme face-to-face
and here in Maninagar was
the genesis of Garib Kalyan
Mela!
Earlier middlemen would
often loot the poor by hand-
ing over `500 while making
them sign for `5,000. Naren-
dra bhai put an end to this
exploitation by getting rid
of the middlemen and tak-
ing the schemes to the poor,
rather than the poor strug-
gling to avail the benefits.
TO BE CONTINUED...
COMPILED AND EDITED BY
SHASHIKANT SHARMA
AND SHWETA SHARMA
NaMo
Lessons in Transformational
Leadership from PM Modi
The narrator recounts instances where Modi, through his master
leadership style, vision, compassion and immense perseverance on
the ground, championed the cause of the needy and won their hearts!
‘MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAI…’
W
UNTOLD STORIES OF
PM MODI - PART 35
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
YOU READ PART 34 ON MARCH 15, 2023
Narendra bhai’s vision
has always been useful
for future generations
Narendra bhai said me,
“Suresh, a BJP karyakarta
who wants to go ahead in the
Sangathan must know how to
survive on ‘bhuna sing chana’ for
days and he must find comfort
in sleeping on the floor. Only
then, can a karyakarta hope to
go up ladder within Sangathan.”
Narendra bhai later on took me
out for chaat, we visited places
together, and today, I reminisce
my time with him. He would
share his vision how Sangathan
should be, how it should function
and his vision has always been
very useful for future generations.
There is never a trace
of anger in Narendra
bhai’s demeanour
Narendra bhai is not at all that
strict, or intimidating as he
might sometimes appear to
be. I get to meet ministers day
in and day out, and out of all
of these, the most ‘low profile’
minister that I have come
across is Narendra bhai. He has
an air of peaceful equanimity
around him and his aura is that
of supreme calm, and there is
never a trace of anger in his
demeanour. He listens to people
very intently, hears them out
with patience and always takes
a very balanced and grounded
stance in all his decisions.
THE PM WITH
A HUMAN
TOUCH!
PERSPECTIVE
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First India Bureau
New Delhi: Union Min-
ister for Labour and
Employment Bhupend-
er Yadav has said the
world has resolved to
recover together and to
make the recovery a hu-
man centric process.
While addressing L20
inception meeting being
held in Amritsar virtu-
ally he said we need to
collectively ensure that
our workers are
equipped with the skills
and knowledge neces-
sary to thrive in this dy-
namic environment.
Yadav said universal
social security and its
portability across the
world is an important is-
sue that we must focus
on. He said particularly
the informal sector
must be brought under
the ambit of social secu-
rity
. There has to be sus-
tainable mix of social
insurance and social as-
sistance schemes for so-
cial security
, he added.
Keeping in line with
visionof ‘Narishakti’or
‘WomenPower’of Prime
Minister, Yadav said
women’s participation
in labour force has to be
enhanced which would
in turn lead to creation
of equitable, inclusive
and developed society
.
He said G20’s theme
of ‘VasudhaivaKutum-
bakam’ signifies the
concept of one earth,
one family and one fu-
ture. He saidPrime Min-
ister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of mak-
ing G20 decisive and ac-
tion oriented inspires
and propels us to
achieve concrete out-
come for G20 meetings.
Yadav said over the
years, the G20 and L20
meetings have attempt-
ed to address the issues
of labour market chal-
lenges through a varie-
ty of policy initiatives
that have been widely
agreed upon.
World has resolved to recover together, says Yadav
MINISTER’S MANTRA
LOGJAM CONTINUES IN PARLIAMENT
Treasury benches protest over
Rahul’s UK remarks, LS adjourned
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The Lok
Sabha was on Monday
adjournedforthedaytill
Tuesday after noisy pro-
tests by treasury bench-
es over Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks on democracy
.
As soon as the House
convened at 2 p.m., BJP
MPs started shouting
slogans against Gandhi,
saying “Rahul Gandhi
Shame! Shame!” and
“Rahul Gandhi Maafi
Maango”, The Congress
MPs initially shouted
slogans seeking the JPC
probe in Adani issue,
however in a change of
strategy, neither did
theyenterthewellof the
House nor did they in-
dulge in noisy protests.
New Delhi (ANI): The tussle between the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the Opposition MPs continued for the sixth
day leading to the 10th adjournment of the Rajya Sabha on
Monday since the sec-
ond leg of the Budget
Session of Parliament
began. Proceedings of
the Upper House got
disrupted soon after
papers were laid on
the table as both the
treasury and Opposi-
tion benches created
a ruckus on Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s democracy in
India remarks in London and over Adani issue. Minutes after
the Rajya Sabha Chairman read that he has received “14 no-
tices under Rule 267, and that nine among those have been
received from the Congress”, the ruckus started.
New Delhi (PTI): Several Opposition parties on Monday
accused the government of stalling Parliament and finding
ways to divert attention from the Opposition demand for a
Joint Parliamentary
Committee probe
(JPC) into the Adani
issue. Leaders of
Opposition parties,
including those from
the Congress, DMK,
RJD, CPI-M, CPI,
NCP, JDU, AAP, and
Shiv Sena, met in
the chamber of Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge
in Parliament House complex in the morning and coor-
dinated their strategy on the demand for a JPC into the
Adani issue. They later addressed the media after the first
adjournment of both the Houses.
New Delhi: Congress MP
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on
Monday, said that PM Naren-
dra Modi and
West Bengal
Chief Minister
Mamata Ba-
nerjee had col-
luded to tarnish
Rahul Gandhi’s
image. He said: “Mamata
Banerjee is speaking at the
Prime Minister’s behest. They
have a mutual understanding
of tarnishing Rahul Gandhi’s
and the Congress’ image.”
Belagavi (Agencies):
Senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi arrived
in Karnataka on Mon-
day to address a public
rally of youths organ-
ised in Belagavi city
.
Karnataka Congress
chief DK Shivakumar
and Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Karnataka As-
sembly Siddaramaiah
welcomedRahulGandhi
at the Sambra Airport.
AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge,
who accompanied
Rahul Gandhi, was
also extended a
warm welcome.
The Belagavi city
is decked up with post-
ers, welcoming cut-outs
and banners for the
grand welcome of Ra-
hul Gandhi. The party
sources claimed that
more than 1 lakh youths
are participating in
the convention.
The visit of Rahul
Gandhi assumes signif-
icance as there are 18
assembly seats in Bela-
gavi district and Con-
gress had won only five
of them in the last as-
sembly elections.
The Congress, which
is confident of return-
ing to power, wants to
increase its tally in Be-
lagavi districts by win-
ning seats in two dig-
its. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
held a 10.8 kilometer
roadshow in Belagavi
and addressed a huge
public rally already.
Rahul, Kharge arrive in
poll-bound Karnataka
New Delhi (PTI): Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra on
Monday attacked the
Centre over Delhi Po-
lice’s notice to Rahul
Gandhi and said people
of country are watching
all the exploits of “the
BJP govt” and will reply
when the time comes.
Her attack came af-
ter Rahul on Sunday
facedaDelhipoliceteam
that reached his resi-
dence to inquire about
his “women are still be-
ing sexually assaulted”
statement made during
the Bharat Jodo Yatra.
She said, “The people
of country are watching
all the exploits of “the
corrupt BJP govern-
ment” and will give re-
ply when time comes.”
People watching exploits of BJP govt,
will reply when time comes: Priyanka Amaravati (ANI): The
former CM and TDP Na-
tional chief N Chan-
drababu Naidu, on Mon-
daystronglycondemned
the attack on the party
MLAs inside the Assem-
bly in the morning, said
a press release.
Never in the history
of Andhra Pradesh has
an MLA been attacked
inside the House and
today is the darkest day
in the Assembly’s his-
tory, Naidu said in a
press release here. The
former chief minister
is of the opinion that
the attack on a Dalit
MLA, Swamy, is pre-
planned and with en-
couragement from CM
Jagan Mohan Reddy, as
per the press release.
Terming the ongoing
session of the Assem-
bly as a Kourava Sabha,
Naidu said, “Jagan has
gone totally mad with
the latest results of the
elections to the Legisla-
tive Council.”
Earlier on Monday,
the YSR Congress and
TDP MLAs got into a
brawl in the Andhra
Pradesh assembly on
Monday during a pro-
test by the latter against
the government order
imposing the ban on
roadshows and rallies
on the roads.
TDPchiefcondemnsattackonpartyMLAs
New Delhi (Agencies):
A meeting between the
farmer leaders and Un-
ion Agriculture Minis-
ter Narendra Singh
Tomar ended without
any assurance on legal
guarantee on the mini-
mum support price
(MSP) as thousands of
farmers gathered at
Ramlila Maidan for the
Kisan Mahapanchayat
on Monday
.
A 15-member SKM
delegation met with
minister Narendra Sin-
gh Tomar at Krishi Bha-
wan in the afternoon
and submitted a de-
mand charter, a farmer
leader Darshan Pal told
media persons.
After the meeting,
the farmers’ delegation
claimed that the Union
minister told the farm-
ers’ union, “hum sarkar
chalate hain, aap an-
dolan chalao”.
No assurance on MSP
law in meet with Tomar
N Chandrababu Naidu
@ncbn
Shocked to see our
MLA Dola Swamy being
attacked in the assembly
by YSRCP MLAs. Today
is a Black day for Andhra
Pradesh because such
a shameful incident has
never happened in the
hallowed halls of the
assembly before.
Dhaka (PTI): Bangla-
desh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has of-
fered India to utilise the
country’s ports in Chat-
togram and Sylhet, as-
serting that it would
boost connectivity and
enhancepeople-to-people
contacts in the region.
The Chhattogram
port is an important
seaport in Bangladesh,
which is strategically
located due to its prox-
imity to India’s North-
Eastern states.
“India can use our
Chattogram and Sylhet
ports if they want,”
Dhaka Tribune newspa-
per quoted Prime Min-
ister Hasina as saying
when Ram Madhav of
India Foundation called
on her at her official
residence Ganabhaban
on Sunday
.
PM Hasina said this
move would increase
regional connectivity
and enhance people-to-
people contacts.
Hasina offers
India to use
Chattogram,
Sylhet ports
Dimple Sharma
Meerut: RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat has ad-
vised farmers to adopt
cow-based farming.
The Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS)
leader was speaking at
a farmers’ conference
organised by the
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
in Hastinapur.
“Cow-based farming
does not disturb the
cycle of nature. Our
farmers are worried.
All their demands
cannot be met, so the
cost of cultivation has
to be reduced. This is
possible only with cow-
based farming,” Bhag-
wat said.
Exhorting the farm-
ers to shun the use of
chemicals, he added,
“Our land has been
ploughed for thousands
of years. Yet, it is still
fertile. We have seen the
loss of agricultural pro-
duction by increasing it
indiscriminately
.
“Chemicals being
used in farming are en-
tering our bodies and
making us sick.”
Bhagwat said the gov-
ernment might change
the policies but the
farmers will have to do
the work to save agri-
culture and nature.
During his visit, the
RSS chief also stopped
by the ancient histori-
cal sites from the
“Mahabharata” period
in Hastinapur.
RSS chief advises farmers to
adopt cow-based farming
Proceedings of Lok Sabha underway during the Budget Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. —PHOTO BY ANI
Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi being welcomed by DK
Shivakumar at Belagavi Airport on Monday. KC Venugopal also seen.
Belagavi: Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge said on
Monday that the upcoming Karnataka polls are very crucial as it
will send out a message to the entire nation. He addressed the
‘Yuva Kranti Samavesha’, a youth convention. Stating that the
Congress used to register victory in 15 to 16 constituencies out
of the 18 in Belagavi, Kharge said that considering the present
scenario, the party will sweep all the seats in the district this
time. “The state has never wirnessed corruption at this scale
as it is seeing now. Why did Amit Shah not order a probe into
the allegations levelled by contractors’ associations? The police
have been sent to Rahul Gandhi’s residence for his statement
made in Kashmir 46 days back. In Karnataka, even after proofs
are provided, no probe is ordered,” Kharge said.
K’TAKA ELECTIONS WILL SEND OUT A
MESSAGE TO THE NATION: KHARGE
FACE-OFF CONTINUES, RS ADJOURNED
10th TIME IN 6 SITTINGS AMID RUCKUS
OPPOSITION BLAMES GOVERNMENT
FOR IMPASSE IN THE PARLIAMENT
“DEAL BETWEEN PM
 DIDI TO TARNISH
RAHUL’S IMAGE”
Union Minister says
that universal social
security in the world
is an important issue
Promoted by Unique Shri LLP
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday junked a PIL
seeking framing of norms for registration of every live-in re-
lationship with Central govt, saying
it is a “hare-brained” idea. A bench
told the counsel, representing the
petitioner, “What does the Centre
have to do with registration of
live-in relationships? What kind of
hare-brained idea is this?” The bench asked the petitioner’s
counsel if she wanted to foster the security for these people
or she does not want them to get into live-in relationships.
New Delhi: The Delhi Police on Monday completed its
arguments on charges against Aaftab Amin Poonawala,
accused of killing his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar and
chopping her body into pieces.
Additional Sessions Judge Man-
isha Khurana Kakkar posted the
matter for further proceedings on
March 25. Special Public Prosecutors (SPP) Amit Prasad
and Madhukar Pandey appeared for Delhi Police. The Delhi
Police had filed a 6,629-page charge sheet against Aaftab
Amin Poonawala on January 24.
SC JUNKS PIL SEEKING REGISTRATION OF
LIVE-IN RELATIONSHIPS WITH CENTRE
SHRADDHA CASE: PROSECUTION COMPLETES
ARGUMENTS ON CHARGES AGAINST AAFTAB
IN THE COURTYARD
NO ONE CAN PEEP
INTO CITIZENS
LIVES: KERALA HC
NON-CITIZENS CAN’T
BE DENIED INFO
UNDER RTI ACT: HC
Kochi: No person, be it the
media or govt agencies,
has the right to peep into
the private lives of citizens
without a valid reason, the
Kerala High Court held re-
cently. It also observed that
certain media personalities’
“so-called crusade for truth
and justice” or personal
vendetta cannot be excuses
for impinging the right
to privacy of the general
public. It said that it was
“disheartening” to see that
some news channels “are
in the habit of publishing
sleaze more than news.”
New Delhi: Non-citizens
are not barred from
seeking information from
public authorities under
the RTI Act and it will be
inherently contradictory
to hold that such a right is
available only to the citi-
zens, the Delhi High Court
has said. The court stated
that creating an absolute
bar on the disclosure of
information to non-citi-
zens would be contrary to
the purpose and object of
the RTI Act itself, and the
same cannot be read into
the legislation.
Bhupender Yadav
Mohan Bhagwat
Narendra S Tomar
Chandrababu Naidu
Priyanka Gandhi
Sheikh Hasina
BUDGET
SESSION
 


	6. New Delhi (PTI):  In-
dia, the world’s fifth
largest economy, can
achieve energy inde-
pendence through clean
technology by 2047, a
report by a top US re-
search institute said,
highlighting Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat push that spans
from a massive renew-
able capacity addition
to electric mobility, sav-
ing billions of dollars in
imports. Lawrence
Berkeley National Lab-
oratory, a US’ federally
funded research and de-
velopment centre, along
with The India Energy
and Climate Center
(IECC) located at UC
Berkeley’s Goldman
School of Public Policy
published a report,
‘Pathways to Atmanirb-
har Bharat’, that high-
lights the steps taken by
India towards the adop-
tion of clean energy
.
India is 80-85 per cent
dependent on imports
to meet its oil and coal
needs. The price and
supply volatility in
global energy markets,
as witnessed in recent
years, strain India’s for-
eign exchange reserves,
resulting in economy-
wide inflation.
However, recent dra-
matic declines in clean
energy costs provide
India an opportunity to
lower energy imports
through investment in
renewable energy, bat-
tery storage, EVs, and
green hydrogen, the re-
port said.
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US report lauds Modi’s Atmanirbhar Bharat push
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE BY 2047
PM Narendra Modi has already set a
target to install 500 GW (gigawatt) of
renewable energy capacity by 2030
Chandigarh (ANI):
Punjab IGP Sukhchain
Singh Gill on Monday
said they have a very
strong suspicion of an
ISI angle and foreign
funding in ‘Waris Pun-
jab De’ as 114 people
have been arrested so
far while the hunt for
fugitive Amritpal Singh
is still underway
.
“We have a very
strong suspicion of an
ISI angle, based on the
facts and circumstanc-
es that have come to
light so far. We also have
a very strong suspicion
of foreign funding. Go-
ing by the circumstanc-
es, it seems that ISI is
involved and there is
foreign funding as
well,” IGP said in a
press briefing. He said
that a total of 114 people
have been arrested so
far since the crackdown
has launched.
“So far, 114 elements,
who attempted to dis-
turbpeaceandharmony
,
have been arrested. A
total of 78 of them were
arrested on the first day
,
34 on day two and the re-
mainder were arrested
last night,” he said.
He said that NSA (Na-
tional Security Act) has
been invoked against
the five people (being
sent to Dibrugarh) who
were arrested. Besides,
he said after four close
aides of the pro-Khal-
istan leader Amritpal,
who were detained and
flown to Assam’s Dibru-
garh, one more detain-
ee, Harjeet Singh, also
the uncle of the Khal-
istan sympathiser is en
route to Dibrugarh.
Patna (Agencies): A
notorious gangster,
Prince Singh, was
killed in an encounter
in Sitamarhi.
The action comes af-
ter a series of kidnap-
ping, extortion and
murder cases have been
reported from various
parts of the state.
A team of Sitamarhi
police shot at the gang-
ster in a retaliatory fir-
ing at around 3.30 a.m.
The accused was in-
volved in liquor smug-
glingalso.PankajSinha,
theInspectorGeneralof
Police Tirhut range,
confirmed the incident.
According to police,
Prince Singh was want-
ed in liquor smuggling
cases in Muzaffarpur.
Two FIRs were regis-
tered in the Katra police
station of the district.
Besides, he was also in-
volved in six other
criminal cases as well.
New Delhi (ANI): Min-
istry of Youth Affairs
and Sports Mission
Olympic Cell has ap-
proved Olympic Gold
Medallist Neeraj
Chopra’s proposal to
train at Gloria Sports
Arena, Turkey for a pe-
riod of 61 days. Neeraj,
whounderTargetOlym-
pic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) funding, had
trained at Gloria Sports
Arena last year as well,
will head to Turkey on
April 1 and will remain
there till May 31. The
TOPSfundingwillcover
Neeraj, his coach Klaus
Bartonietz and his phys-
iotherapist’s airfare,
boarding and lodging.
Patna (Agencies): An
FIR was lodged against
a private firm for play-
ing a pornographic vid-
eo on the railway an-
nouncementTVscreens
on platforms of Patna
junction on Monday
.
Hundreds of passen-
gers, including women,
were shocked and stood
red-faced for a while
when they saw a porn
film being screened on
the TV screens installed
across 10 platforms of
the station.
The obscene clip was
on display for about
three minutes. It was,
however, stopped when
several passengers
complained about it.
According to Dan-
apur RPF senior com-
mandant Prakash Ku-
mar Panda, Patna RPF
immediately swung
into action and lodged
an FIR against the agen-
cy under various RPF
Acts with the Patna
RPF post on Sunday
.
PM Narendra Modi at Buddha Jayanti Park with
Japanese PM Fumio Kishida, in New Delhi.
PM Modi and Japanese PM Fumio Kishida enjoy a
dish, in New Delhi on Monday. —PHOTOS BY ANI
Former Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia.  —FILE PHOTO
Congress Lok Sabha MP ShashiTharoor at the Parliament in New Delhi.
Porn clip played on
Patna junction TVs
Promoted by Manglam Home Construction Company LLP
FORMER SIKKIM
BJP PRESIDENT DB
CHAUHAN RESIGNS
FOUR WOMEN LABOURERS KILLED IN
BRICK-KILN EXPLOSION IN PATNA
Patna: Four women labourers were killed in an ex-
plosion that occurred in a brick-kiln here on Monday.
Local police and fire brigade have launched a rescue
operation at Lucky brick-kiln located in Byapur village
under Maner police station. According to sources, the
explosion was so intense that a wall came crashing
down trapping the women labourers inside the kiln.
The deceased have been identified as Suganti Devi,
Ghurni Devi, Sheela Devi all residents of Jharkhand
and Sita Devi (Gaya Bihar).
Gangtok: Former Sikkim
BJP chief DB Chauhan on
Monday resigned from
the party’s primary mem-
bership. “I worked in the
party in different capaci-
ties for the last 10 years
in which I tried to serve
our state through the par-
ty platform. I am thankful
to all the party workers,
leaders and well-wishers
who supported me and
the party. I now realise
that my service is no
more required in the
party,” said Chauhan
in his resignation letter
addressed to top party
leadership. “I wish all the
party functionaries a good
time ahead, God bless
all,” he said in his letter.
CRUCIAL READ
TSPSC PAPER LEAK: SIT SERVES NOTICE
TO CONG LEADER OVER ALLEGATIONS
AZAAN AT DC OFFICE: K’TAKA BJP MLA SAYS IT IS ‘SEDITION’
Hyderabad: Telangana Police’s Special Investigation Team
probing the question paper leak in TSPSC has issued a no-
tice to state Congress chief A Revanth Reddy, asking him
to share whatever information he has about the case. The
SIT, which has stepped up the probe with the questioning
of nine accused, is also issuing notices to those making
allegations relating to the case. Revanth Reddy, however,
said he has not yet received the SIT notice. He said he
was not afraid of SIT notice and would share whatever
evidence he has if a judicial probe is ordered in the case.
Shivamogga: BJP MLA
and former Karnataka
Minister KS Eshwarappa
on Monday trigerred a
fresh controversy calling
it an ‘act of sedition’, after
a video of a Muslim youth
performing ‘Azaan’ at the
premises of the District
Commissioner’s office in
Shivamogga district went
viral on the social media.
Eshwarappa said that the
youth, who performed
Azaan is associated with
the Socialist Democratic
Party of India (SDPI). “I
will write a letter in this re-
gard to the CM and Union
Home Minister,” he added.
“They have announced
that they will perform
Azaan in the premises of
the Vidhana Soudha. They
are insulting Allah. They
are violating the Supreme
Court guidelines,” he said.
Gangster Prince
Singh killed in
encounter in Bihar
TOPS to fund
Neeraj Chopra’s
training abroad
New Delhi: A Delhi
court on Monday ex-
tended Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) leader and for-
mer deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia’s
judicial custody till
April 3, by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in connection
with the now-scrapped
excise policy case.
On March 17, the
court extended Siso-
dia’s Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) custody
in the same case till
March 22. After the CBI
arrested Sisodia on Feb-
ruary 26, the ED also
arrested him in the
same case on March 9.
On March 6, Special
Judge MK Nagpal of
the Rouse Avenue Court
sent Sisodia to 14 days
of judicial custody in
CBI case, which expired
on Monday
. He is lodged
in the Tihar Jail.
New Delhi (PTI): Sen-
ior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on
Monday urged the gov-
ernment to take up the
security of Indian mis-
sions with host coun-
tries to ensure that in-
cidents like the one in
the UK, where the tri-
colour flying atop the
Indian High Commis-
sion was grabbed at by
pro-Khalistani protes-
tors, do not take place.
Tharoor said, “I am
deeply disappointed
when I see that a friend-
ly govt does not take el-
ementary police pre-
caution to ensure that
this kind of behaviour
is not happening. Our
govt should now go to
all the host govts where
there is such a possibil-
ity and tell them that
they must take extra
special precautions out-
side our missions.”
Sisodia’s judicial custody in
CBI case extended till April 3
“Take up with host nations
security of Indian missions”
EXCISE POLICY CASE: COURT SENDS
BIZMAN PILLAI TO JUDICIAL CUSTODY
BJP SLAMS TAKING DOWN OF TRICOLOUR
AT INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON
ADelhi court on Monday sent Hyderabad-based busi-
nessman Arun Ramchandra Pillai to judicial custody in
connection with the 2021-22 Delhi excise policy case being
probed by the Enforcement Directorate.
Last week, Special Judge MK Nagpal of
the Rouse Avenue Courts had extended
Pillai’s ED remand till Monday after not-
ing that the probe agency has gathered
some new details after confronting Pillai
with Butchi Babu Gorantla, a Hyder-
abad-based chartered accountant, on
March 15. The ED had earlier informed
the court that Pillai needs to be confronted with Magunta
Reddy, also an accused. On March 16, the agency’s request
for prolonged remand was contested by Pillai’s lawyer.
New Delhi (Agencies): The ruling BJP on Monday appealed
to the Sikh bodies to “isolate” Khalistani supporters as the
search for Amritpal Singh entered its third day. Manjinder
Singh Sirsa, the party’s prominent Sikh
leader, told reporters that everybody
must condemn the London incident in
which some Khalistani supporters pulled
down the national flag from the Indian
High Commission building in London.
The foreign ministry summoned the
senior most diplomat of UK in New
Delhi late last evening and demanded an
explanation for “absence of security” at the high commission
premises. The UK government’s “indifference” to Indian diplo-
mats and personnel was “unacceptable”, the statement read.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
CRACKDOWN ON AMRITPAL SINGH
ISI ROLE, FOREIGN FUNDING
SUSPECTED: IGP SUKHCHAIN
Hunt continues for
fugitive hardliner
Amritpal Singh on
third consecutive
day in Punjab and
neighbouring states
Rapid Action Force (RAF) personnel conduct a flag march to maintain law and order after the arrest of
associates of Waris Punjab De chief Amritpal Singh, in Jalandhar on Monday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
PUNJAB DGP WILL
INFORM, ONCE
AMRITPAL IS HELD,
SAYS MINISTER
Chandigarh (ANI): Amid the
crackdown against Amritpal
Singh, Punjab Health Min-
ister Balbir Singh, said that
once the ‘Waris Punjab De’
chief is arrested, the Director
General of Police will inform
about it. Talking to the media
on Monday, Balbir Singh hit
out at the Centre, saying,
“Why the Narcotics Dept is
not controlling the drugs
being sent to Punjab? Is the
job of the central agencies
only to target the opponents
or to control gangsters too?”
On being asked if Amritpal
has been arrested, the AAP
minister said, “This is a
matter related to security
and if he is arrested, then the
DGP will inform you”. The
Punjab Minister appealed to
the public to maintain peace
and brotherhood. “There are
some evil forces, and con-
spiracies are being hatched
from inside and outside the
country. But the police are
doing good work and the at-
mosphere in the state won’t
deteriorate,” he said.
Police are mak-
ing all efforts to
nab Waris Pun-
jab De chief Amritpal
Singh. Several rumours
are being spread. Punjab
Police is clearly stating
that the arrest is yet to be
made  w’re going across
the state  everywhere
else to arrest him.
—Sukhchain Singh Gill, Punjab IGP
SIKHS HOLD PROTEST OUTSIDE
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION IN DELHI
MERCEDES SUV AMRITPAL FLED IN
BELONGS TO DRUG BOSS: SOURCES
New Delhi (PTI): Several people belonging to the Sikh
community gathered outside the British High Commission
here on Monday to protest pro-Khalistan separatists pull-
ing down the Indian flag at the Indian High Commission in
London a day earlier. Carrying the tricolour and placards,
protesters raised the slogan “Bharat humara swabhiman
hai (India is our pride)” and said that they will not tolerate
any insult to the national flag. The tricolour atop the Indian
High Commission in London was grabbed at by a group of
protesters waving separatist Khalistani flags on Sunday.
New Delhi (Agencies): Khalistan supporter Amritpal
Singh, the focus of a massive manhunt in Punjab
since Saturday, stashed a large number weapons, ran
deaddiction centres to indoctrinate young Sikh men
and used a Mercedes SUV gifted by a drug boss, ac-
cording to top govt sources. Hundreds of paramilitary
personnel have spread out in Punjab and internet has
been banned in the search for Amritpal Singh, who fled
away in the Mercedes SUV on Saturday.
TWITTER HANDLE
OF SANGRUR MP
SIMRANJIT MANN
SUSPENDED
New Delhi (Agencies):
Amid massive search op-
eration against Khalistani
sympathiser Amritpal
Singh, the Punjab gov-
ernment has suspended
Twitter handles of 75
people till further orders.
Twitter handle of Shirom-
ani Akali Dal MP Simranjit
Singh Mann’s handle has
also been suspended.
The Sangrur MP recently
expressed apprehen-
sion that Amritpal Singh
could be executed in a
extrajudicial manner by
Punjab police. The other
Twitter handles belonged
to the supporters of the
radical leader.
UGADI MILAN EVENT!
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
attending the
Ugadi Milan
event at the
residence of
former Vice
President, M
Venkaiah Naidu,
in New Delhi
on Monday. Lok
Sabha Speaker
Om Birla also
seen. 
—PHOTO
BY ANI
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 60,100.00 1400.00 2.32 (Per 10g)
SILVER 69,340.00 1860.00 2.68 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.63 0.04 0.04
GBPINR 100.76 0.62 0.62
CURRENCIES
Gold rallies `1,400 to touch life-time high
New Delhi (PTI): Gold
price rallied `1,400 to touch
a life-time high of `60,100
per 10 grams in the nation-
al capital on Monday amid
strong global trends, ac-
cording to HDFC Securi-
ties.
The precious metal had
ended at `58,700 per 10
grams in the previous
trade.
Silver also zoomed `1,860
to `69,340 per kilogramme.
“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
`60,100 per 10 grams, up
`1,400 per 10 grams,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said.
In the overseas markets,
both gold and silver were
trading higher at $2,005 per
ounce and $22.55 per ounce,
respectively
.
Comex Gold prices trad-
ed higher in Asian trading
hours on Monday and rose
to a fresh 52-week high of
$2,005 per ounce, Gandhi
said.
CROSSES 60K MARK
MAJOR
HIGHLIGHTS
z Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
`60,100 per 10 grams, up
`1,400 per 10 grams
z Silver also zoomed `1,860
to `69,340/kg
z In the overseas markets,
gold and silver were trading
higher at $2,005/ounce 
$22.55/ounce, respectively
business
BRIEFS
Kolkata (PTI): Coal India
Chairman Pramod Agraw-
al on Monday said there is
a “strong case” for in-
creasing coal prices, and
the hike could be effected
“very soon” as discus-
sions are underway with
stakeholders. He is confi-
dent the mining behemoth
will achieve its production
target of 1 billion tonnes
by 2025-26. “There is a
strong case for increasing
coal prices, as that has
not happened in the last
five-odd years. This year,
the wage negotiation has
taken place as well, which
will have an impact on
CIL’s financial condition,
especially for a few sub-
sidiaries.”
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment has taken various
reforms following which
asset quality of public
sector banks has im-
proved significantly with
gross NPA ratio declining
from the peak of 14.6% in
March 2018 to 5.53% in
December 2022. All PSBs
are in profit with aggre-
gate profit being `66,543
crore in 2021-22, and that
further increased to
`70,167 crore in first nine
months of current finan-
cial year, Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat K
Karad told Lok Sabha.
PSU BANKS’ GROSS
NPA DECLINES TO
5.53% IN APRIL-DEC
‘STRONG CASE TO
HIKE COAL PRICES,
COULD HAPPEN SOON’
Mumbai (PTI): Positive
policy moves by the new
and renewable energy
ministry can crank up the
annual wind capacity ad-
dition by 6-8 gigawatt
(GW) from fiscal 2026,
around 4 times more than
1.6 GW of growth clocked
in the past five fiscals, a
report said on Monday.
According to a Crisil anal-
ysis, the aggressive tariff
bids in reverse auctions
since fiscal 2018 has been
one of the key drivers of
the wind energy growth.
WIND ENERGY
GENERATION MAY
SURGE 4-5 TIMES
Mumbai (PTI): Invest-
ments by private equity
and venture capital funds
declined by 44% to $3.7
billion in February com-
pared to the same period
a year ago. The bets by
the long-term investors
were 13% lower when
compared to the invest-
ments in the preceding
month of January. The
venture investing industry
poured in $6.6 billion into
companies in February
2022, while the same
stood at $4.314 billion in
January 2023. In volume
terms, the deals dropped
by 60% in February.
PE/VC INVESTMENTS
NEARLY HALVE IN
FEB 2023: REPORT
*Rates till the edition went to print.
EPFO ADDS 14.86
LAKH MEMBERS IN
JANUARY 2023
New Delhi: Retirement fund
body Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
added 14.86
lakh subscrib-
ers in January
2023, the
Ministry of
Labour and Employment said
on Monday. Around 3.54 lakh
members exited the fold of
EPFO which was the “lowest
exit” in the last four months,
the ministry said. Out of 14.86
lakh subscribers, around 7.77
lakh new members have come
under the ambit of EPFO for
the first time.
RENAULT NISSAN
SIGNS PACT WITH
KAMARAJAR PORT
New Delhi (PTI): Franco Japa-
nese auto alliance Renault
Nissan on
Monday said
it has signed
an agree-
ment with
Kamarajar Port Ltd (KPL) for
export of cars manufactured
in Chennai by Renault Nissan
Automotive India Pvt Ltd.
The vehicles produced at the
plant will be exported to the
alliance’s regional and global
destinations. The agreement
builds on the existing partner-
ship between the Renault
Nissan Alliance and KPL.
PEPSICO TO INVEST
$400K FOR EXPANSION
OF SAFE WATER ACCESS
New Delhi (PTI): The PepsiCo
Foundation on Monday said
it will invest
$4,00,000 in
partnership
with Pandit Ja-
gat Ram Me-
morial FORCE Trust to expand
its safe water access and sus-
tainable sanitation programme
in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh.
This initiative is aligned with
the three priority campaigns
of the central government: the
Jal Jeevan Mission, Jal Shakti
Mission and Swachh Bharat
Mission, the Foundation said
in a statement.
‘SOME DAMAGE TO
RABI CROPS DUE TO
UNSEASONAL RAINS’
New Delhi (PTI): The Centre
on Monday said there has
been some damage to the rabi
(winter) crops
including
wheat due to
unseasonal
rains and
hailstorm brought about by
western disturbance, but it is
yet to receive a report from
the states. “There has been
some damage. We have not
received an assessment report
on the extent of damage from
the state governments,” Min-
ister of State for Agriculture
Kailash Choudhary said.
TAX DEMANDS OF `13,566 CRORE RAISED IN
FOUR FISCALS UNDER BLACK MONEY LAW
New Delhi (PTI): The income tax department raised tax demands
amounting to `13,566 crore during the last four financial years
under the black money law to deal
with undisclosed foreign income
and assets, the government said on
Monday. In a written reply in the Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary informed that 183
assessment orders were passed in
2021-22 and a demand of `5,350
crore was raised under the Black Money (Undisclosed Foreign
Income and Assets) and Imposition of Tax Act, 2015.
OTHER STORIES
Mumbai (PTI): India’s do-
mestic air passenger traffic
grew 56.82% to 1.20 crore in
February over the same
month last year, as per the
data released by the Direc-
torate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Mon-
day
.
All domestic carriers to-
gether had flown a total of
76.96 lakh passengers on
local routes in February
2022.
The growth in traffic
was led by market leader
IndiGo, which flew 67.42
lakh passengers during the
previous month, cornering
55.9% of the total domestic
passenger traffic in Febru-
ary 2023.
Air India, AirAsia India,
and Vistara, which in the
process of merging with
Air India, together trans-
ported a total of 29.75 lakh
domestic air passengers
during the month under
review.
The total market share
of the three entities togeth-
er was 24.6% during the
reporting month, as per
DGCA data.
Budget carrier SpiceJet,
which is facing multiple
headwinds, recorded the
highest load factor at 91%
in February 2023 while In-
diGo delivered the top on-
time performance at 88.8%
on an average from across
four key airports -- Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad and
Bengaluru, data show.
The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domestic
airlines for February was
0.25%, it said.
Domesticairpassenger traffic rises
IN FEBRUARY 2023
Air India to temporarily
reduce flights on some
US routes: CEO Wilson
New Delhi (PTI): Air India
will reduce the frequency of
flights on certain US routes
due to crew shortage issues
for a temporary period, its
chief Campbell Wilson said
on Monday. Six weekly flights
to the US, three each to New-
ark and San Francisco will be
trimmed. In recent months,
there have been instances
of some long haul flights
getting impacted due to crew
shortage issues. Wilson said
frequencies will be reduced
on some US routes due to
crew shortage issues. The six
weekly flights -- three each
to Newark and San Francisco
-- will be reduced due to
shortage of crew. This will be
in place for the coming two to
three months, Wilson said.
RUPEE FALLS 4 PAISE TO
CLOSE AT 82.63 AGAINST
AMERICAN CURRENCY
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee
depreciated by 4 paise to
82.63 against the US dollar
on Monday, tracking negative
sentiments in the domestic as
well as global equity mar-
kets. At the interbank foreign
exchange, the
domestic unit
opened stronger
at 82.48 against
the dollar. During
intra-day, it went as high as
82.45 and hit the lowest level
of 82.71. It finally settled at
82.63 (provisional) against
the American currency, regis-
tering a fall of 4 paise against
its previous close.
‘Claims of spike in poverty in India
during Covid-19 patently false’
New York (PTI): Claims
of a spike in poverty and
inequality in India during
the Covid-19 pandemic are
patently false as such
claims are based on uncom-
parable different surveys,
according to a paper co-
authored by eminent econ-
omist Arvind Panagariya.
The paper also noted
that inequality fell in the
country during Covid
years, both in rural and ur-
ban areas as well as nation-
ally
. Panagariya, Columbia
University Professor and
former Vice Chairman of
NITI Aayog and Vishal
More of Intelink Advisors,
New Delhi have co-au-
thored a detailed paper
‘Poverty and Inequality in
India: Before and After
Covid-19’.
The paper analyses pov-
erty and inequality before
and after the Covid-19 pan-
demic in India using data
on household expenditures
reported in the periodic La-
bour Force Survey (PLFS)
conducted by the National
Statistical Office of India.
The main findings of the
paper say that poverty lev-
els derived from the peri-
odic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) are not comparable
to those derived from Con-
sumer Expenditure Sur-
veys (CESs) conducted in
2011-12 and earlier due to
differences in sample de-
sign.
AS PER US REPORT
India can achieve energy
independence by 2047
New Delhi (PTI): India
can achieve energy inde-
pendence through clean
technology by 2047, a re-
port by a top US research
institute said, highlighting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat push that spans
from a massive renewable
capacity addition to elec-
tric mobility, saving bil-
lions of dollars in imports.
Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory, a US’
federally funded research
and development centre,
along with The India En-
ergy and Climate Center
(IECC) published a report,
that highlights the steps
taken by India towards the
adoption of clean energy
.
India is 80-85% depend-
ent on imports to meet its
oil and coal needs.
No direction on
loading `2,000
notes in ATMs: FM
New Delhi (PTI): No in-
structions have been given
to banks for filling or not
filling `2,000 notes in ATMs
as lenders make their own
choice for loading of cash
vending machines, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Mon-
day
. “No instructions have
been given to banks for not
filling `2,000 notes in
ATMs. Banks make their
own assessment of amount
and denominational re-
quirement for ATMs on the
basis of past usage, sea-
sonal trend, etc,” she said.
Sensex sheds 360 points, Nifty
ends below 17K amid global rout
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark Sensex declined by
360 points while the Nifty
closed below the 17,000-lev-
el on Monday due to a sell-
off in financials, IT and
capital goods shares amid
a global rout in equities on
lingering worries over the
banking crisis.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined by 360.95 points or
0.62% to close at 57,628.95
as 23 of its stocks ended in
the red. The index tanked
more than 900 points to
touch a low of 57,084.91 be-
fore recovering some loss.
The broader Nifty of the
NSE plunged by 111.65
points to close below the
17,000-level at 16,988.40.
Among Sensex shares,
Bajaj Finserv fell the most
by 4.08%. Bajaj Finance de-
clined by 3.01%, Tata Steel
by 2.2%, Wipro by 2.09%,
Tata Motors by 1.96%, In-
dusInd Bank by 1.9%, SBI
by 1.75%, Tech Mahindra
by 1.66% and HCL Tech by
1.2%. TCS, Infosys, Power
Grid, Maruti, Reliance,
HDFC twins, LT, MM,
NTPC and Ultratech Ce-
ment were also among the
losers.
Samsung to
invest in smart
mfg capabilities
Bengaluru (PTI): Korean
electronics major Samsung
will invest in setting up
smart manufacturing capa-
bilities at its mobile phone
plant in Noida to make pro-
duction more competitive,
the company’s global head
for mobile business said on
Monday
. “We will continue
our investment to bring the
optimised and or smart fac-
tory to the Noida facilities.
We will continue our in-
vestment there. I believe
that our investment for the
smart factory will bring
competitiveness in the pro-
duction,” Samsung Elec-
tronics President and Head
of Mobile eXperience Busi-
ness T M Roh said.
‘Indian carriers to
report $1.6-1.8 bn
consolidated loss’
New Delhi (PTI): Indian
airlines are projected
to record a consoli-
dated loss of $1.6 to
1.8 billion in the next
financial year, aviation
consultancy CAPA India
said on Monday. The
full service carriers are
expected to incur a loss
of $1.1 to 1.2 billion.
According to CAPA
India, Indian airlines are
estimated to have a net
induction of 132 planes
next fiscal and will take
the total fleet of all
carriers to around 816
aircraft. It also said that
more than 100 planes
are on the ground.
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Rajeev Gaur
Jodhpur: The three-
day Rajasthan Interna-
tional Expo began at
the expo ground in Bo-
ranada, Jodhpur on
Monday
.
RajasthanCricketAs-
sociation President Vai-
bhavGehlotandRajsico
ChairmanRajeevArora
inaugurated the expo
while Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot formally
inaugurated the expo.
RIICO’s independ-
ent director Sunil Par-
ihar, Additional Chief
Secretary of the In-
dustries and Com-
merce Department
Veenu Gupta, Com-
missioner of Indus-
tries and Commerce
Mahendra Kumar Par-
akh, Divisional Com-
missioner Kailash
Chand Meena, District
Collector Himanshu
Gupta were present on
the occasion.
Vaibhav Gehlot and
Rajeev Arora visited
the stalls and took
information about
the products displayed
by domestic 
foreign participants at
the expo.
“The expo is being
organised in Jodhpur
so that it gets interna-
tional recognition”,
Arora said, adding that
it is the CM’s vision to
organise such an expo
to promote Jodhpur.
Three-dayRajasthanInternationalExpobegins
CM’S VISION TO PROMOTE JODHPUR
lll
“Based on this
year’s event, it
will be our
endeavour to
organise such
an expo every
year in Jodhpur,”
said Rajsico
Chairman
Rajeev Arora
Markets closed, highway blocked
PROTEST TO DEMAND DISTRICT-STATUS FOR SUJANGARH GAINS MOMENTUM
Several markets and highway passing through the town remained closed for the third consecutive day
Under the banner of ‘Janhit Morcha’, the protesters gave the call to block the highway passing
through Sujangarh to press for their demand of district formation on Monday.
Rajsico Chairman Rajiv Arora, RCA President Vaibhav Gehlot, Dhiraj Srivastava  Veenu Gupta during
the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the 3-day Rajasthan International Expo on Monday.
Tanuj Lata
Sujangarh: Local Con-
gressleaders,marketas-
sociations and residents
among others launched
the protest on Saturday
,
a day after Rajasthan
CM Ashok Gehlot an-
nounced the formation
of 19 new districts  3
divisions. Protesters
also reached the resi-
dence of Congress MLA
from Sujangarh Manoj.
The MLA assured them
of conveying their de-
mand to the CM.s
Under the banner of
‘Janhit Morcha’, the
protesters on Saturday
gave the call to block
the highway passing
through Sujangarh to
press for their demand.
“The decision to close
the market was taken
because the CM has ig-
nored the long-pending
demand of making Su-
jangarh a district,” Ji-
tendra, a representative
of the local market as-
sociation, said.
Amit Marothia, depu-
ty chairman of Sujan-
garh Nagar Parishad,
said several block-level
Congress leaders have
supportedthedemand
sent their resignations.
MLA protests outside Assembly to
make Tijara-Bhiwadi a district
First India Bureau
Jaipur: With a demand
to provide district sta-
tuses to Tijara and Bhi-
wadi regions, Tijara
MLA Sandeep Yadav sat
on dharna outside the
assembly. He also
warned to resign from
the post, if Tijara and
Bhiwadi are not provid-
ed with district status-
es.
After this, Minister
Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas had a word with
Sandeep Yadav. Moreo-
ver, Ministers Shakun-
tala Rawat and Rajen-
dra Yadav also reached
Sandeep Yadav. Both
the ministers arrived
with the message of the
Chief Minister.
Both the ministers
listened to the demands
of Sandeep Yadav in de-
tail. After listening to
the demands, Sandeep
Yadav left for CMO with
the two ministers.
There may be a dis-
cussion with Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
on his demands.
BALOTRA RESIDENTS THANK
CM GEHLOT FOR NEW DISTRICT
Pratap Singh Khachariyawas
talks to Sandeep Yadav.
Congress MLA Madan Prajapat’s barefoot protest ended
after 1 year. Shoes were presented to MLA at CMR in Jaipur
in the presence of CM Ashok Gehlot on Monday.
Governor Kalraj Mishra and officials virtually attend convocation
ceremony of Bikaner Technical University on Monday.
Jaipur: Residents of Balotra in Barmer travelled over
500 kilometres to Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s resi-
dence here on Monday and expressed their gratitude
for declaring it a new
district, according
to an official release.
Congress MLA from
Pachpadra in Barmer
Madan Prajapat
and other public
representatives were also present on the occasion.
Prajapat, who remained barefoot over the demand
for a year, wore shoes in front of the CM. In a
significant announcement in the election year, Gehlot
announced the formation of 19 new districts and
three new divisions in the state on March 17. Balotra
(Barmer) will be one of the new districts.
Specialfocusshould
bepaidtowardstech
education,saysGuv
First India Bureau
Bikaner: Governor and
Chancellor Kalraj
Mishra has stressed on
technical education to
speed up the ‘Make in
India’campaign.Hesaid
this while addressing
thefirstconvocationcer-
emony of Bikaner Tech-
nical University on
Monday via videocon-
ferencing. “Technical
universities should de-
velop equipment, me-
chanical technology
with the help of which
people can contribute in
strengthening the econ-
omy by setting up their
ownindustries,”hesaid.
The Governor said
that apart from prepar-
ing skilled manpower,
special attention should
also be paid towards
technical education and
make it accessible to
the common man. He
said that India has been
very prosperous in the
field of technology
since the Vedic times.
Under the new educa-
tion policy, he called for
speeding up technology
development by coordi-
nating modern global
knowledge with ancient
knowledge references.
Probe on after Chinkara killed
 hanged from tree in Jodhpur
ACBnabspatwarired-handed
with`2.25lakhbribeinNagaur
Rajeev Gaur
Jodhpur: A case of
hunting of Chinkara
(Indian Gazelle) has
come to the fore. The
hunters first killed the
animal and before hav-
ing it, chopped it into
pieces and hung it up-
side down from a tree.
There were about 14
people involved in this.
The fearless poachers
made a video of it and
also shared it on social
media. The case is said
to be of the Kalijal area
located in Panne Singh
Nagarof Luniinthedis-
trict. There is anger in
the Bishnoi society after
the video went viral.
They have lodged a com-
plaint and provided the
Police Commissioner
RaviduttGaurandChief
Conservator of Forests
SV Murthy with some
evidenceof theincident.
A group named 009
has been actively in-
volved in these unpleas-
antactivities.Thepoach-
ers have also formed a
groupnamed009andare
active on social media
platforms, throwing an
open challenge to the po-
lice. A person named
Bhavani Singh has
shared videos and pho-
tos of chinkara hanging
fromatreeandpartying.
First India Bureau
Nagaur: A Revenue
Patwari was caught red-
handed while taking a
bribe of Rs 2.25 lakh in
the Badi Khatu area on
the instructions of ACB
Headquarters Jaipur.
The ACB (Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau) car-
ried out this action on
Monday after the verifi-
cation of the case.
TheACBarrestedOm
Prakash Meghwal, a
patwari posted in Badi
Khatu, by trapping him
after verification. The
search is on at other
places including the
house of the accused.
Additional Charge Di-
rector General ACB, He-
mant Priyadarshi said
that the complainant
filed a complaint to the
Nagaur unit of ACB.
Patwari Meghwal,
posted in Halka Khatu
Kalan, Tehsil Jayal, de-
manded a bribe of Rs
2.25 lakh from the com-
plainant in lieu of open-
ing the nomination of
his purchased land.
After this, under the
supervision of Deputy
Inspector General ACB,
the trap action was con-
ducted. The interroga-
tion is on  further
probe will be started by
registering a case under
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act.
School teacher honey
trapped, complaint filed
Panic after firing, mob pelt
stones at police in Hindaun
First India Bureau
Bhilwara: A honey-
trap case has come to
the fore in which a gov-
ernment school teacher
is involved. This is the
second case in a month
when a teacher is tar-
geted. This time a lady
from the Honey Trap
gang offered the male
government school
teacher to spend a night
together. When the
teacher went to meet
her, the woman along
with her companions
thrashed him and made
an obscene video. They
took away the money
from his pocket and de-
manded Rs 5 lakh. The
government school
teacher Bhanwar Singh
Chundawat has regis-
tered a case against the
woman and her 3 ac-
complices at the Gan-
gapur police station.
Manish Bansal
Hindaun City: Panic
spread after a person
Adesh entered a house
in Mhow Ibrahimpur
village of Hindaun and
opened fire after which
therewasapanicamong
the people. The police
caught the accused and
locked him in a room.
The police were able to
bring the accused to the
police station but had to
face protest from the vil-
lagers. Some people
broke the glasses of ve-
hicles including SDM’s.
After this, the police
had to use chili bombs
to disperse the crowd
present on the spot. The
villagersdemandedthat
the accused be handed
over to them.
A student being honoured during
the convocation ceremony.
An image from a viral video
shows a hunter torturing the
animal and killing it.
Om Prakash Meghwal
7th body recovered from
Chambal, search ops stop
Manoj Jain
Karauli: In the case of
the drowning of seven
devotees in the Chambal
river, the seventh dead
body of a youth who
drowned in the accident
has been discovered.
The deceased is identi-
fied as Luv-Kush, a resi-
dent of Chilavad, Mad-
hya Pradesh.
After the recovery of
all the dead bodies, now
the search operation has
been stopped.
Earlier, 17 devotees
drowned while coming to
Kaila Devi from Chila-
vad, Madhya Pradesh.
After the incident, 10
devotees were evacuated,
safely, while seven devo-
tees died.
The accident took
place in the Chambal
river near Jagadarpura
in the Mandrayal area.
Officials during the search
operation at Chambal river.
LEADERS’ DAY OUT!
RCA president Vaibhav Gehlot presented trophies and prize
cheques to winners of final ticket of Rajasthan Royals at
Barkatullah Khan Stadium, Jodhpur on Monday.
Former Deputy CM Sachin Pilot and Congress workers
attend Holi Milan ceremony by Rajesh Choudhary, ex-PCC
secretary at Kesar Bagh, Sirsi Road on Monday.
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