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- Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot of Rajasthan virtually inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for 153 road development projects costing Rs. 4,817 crore. 
- Gehlot said a robust road network is essential for realizing Rajasthan's "Mission 2030" development goals and connecting remote areas of the state.
- The strong road network will help achieve the state government's vision of making Rajasthan one of the leading states in the country by 2030.Read less
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	1. FOR STRONG ROAD  NETWORKS
CM: Robust road
network essential
for Rajasthan’s
“MISSION-2030”
CHIEF MINISTER ASHOK GEHLOT
VIRTUALLY INAUGURATES AND
LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE
OF 153 ROAD DEVELOPMENT
WORKS COSTING `4,817 CRORE
Naresh Sharma and Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur
hief Minister
Ashok Gehlot
on Thursday
said a robust road net-
work in the State will
pave the way for realis-
ing ‘Mission-30’- a vi-
sion of the State govern-
ment. Gehlot said that the
state government has
envisioned bringing Raj-
asthan in the leading
states of the country by
the year 2030 under the
“Mission-2030” and the
strong road network will
pay the way for the same.
CMAshok Gehlot was
addressing a programme
in which he virtually in-
augurated and laid the
foundation stone of 153
road development works
costing Rs 4,817 crore
from the CMR. He said
that in 4 and a half years,
excellent works of road
development have been
done as a result of which
the roads of Rajasthan
are being praised across
country. He said that sev-
eral letters have been
written to GoI demand-
ing upgradation of the 50
major SHs into NHs. P8
CM Ashok Gehlot with (Left) Sanjeev Mathur, Kuldeep Ranka, Vaibhav Galriya, Bhajan Lal Jatav, Usha
Sharma, Akhil Arora, Arti Dogra and others during virtual event of road devp works at CMR on Thursday.
C
Jaipur, Friday | August 18, 2023
RAMNATH KOVIND TO VISIT
SALASAR BALAJI DHAM TODAY
Former President Ramnath Kovind will
reach Salasar Balaji Dham today. He
will inaugurate new branch of Adarsh 
Vidya Mandir School & discuss NEP.
MAJ GEN (RETD) ALOK RAJ
APPOINTED RSSB CHAIRMAN
Rajasthan govt has appointed retired
army officer Maj Gen Alok Raj as new
chairman of Rajasthan Staff Selection
Board. His tenure will be for 3 years.
THE RBI LAUNCHES A CENTRALISED WEB
PORTAL - “UDGAM” (UNCLAIMED DEPOSITS
– GATEWAY TO ACCESS INFORMATION)
RNI NUMBER: RAJENG/2019/77764 | VOL 5 | ISSUE NO. 72 | PAGES 12 | `3.00 Rajasthan’s Own English Newspaper
firstindia.co.in firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur thefirstindia thefirstindia thefirstindia
Today, villages and
towns in remote areas
of the State are being
connected by a very
safe and smoother
road system.
ASHOK GEHLOT, CM
Arora embarks on new
journey with First India
Anita Hada
Jaipur
PawanArora, a renowned
IASwhohasmadeamark
in all his assignments as
an exceptional bureaucrat
whonotonlyachievestar-
gets well in time but also
with excellence, has bid
adieu to his illustrious ca-
reer in the IAS as he takes
voluntary retirement to
embark on an exciting
new endeavour.
Arora is all set to make
his mark in the world of
media, with his latest role
as the CEO and Manag-
ing Editor of First India
News, the top channel of
Rajasthan. In a signifi-
cant move, Arora has not
only taken the reins of
the news channel but also
assumed the role of CEO
and Managing Editor at
First India newspaper,
signifying his dedication
to comprehensive and
quality journalism across
multiple platforms.
 TURN TO P8
Thank you for
the ride, mate
Next stop — Moon! Tilting the
lander is a ‘trick’ at play now
ndia’s Chandrayaan-3 mission achieved
another significant milestone in its lunar
exploration journey. On Thursday, the
‘Vikram’ lander module of the spacecraft,
carrying Pragyan rover inside, successfully detached
from the propulsion module, propelling the mission
forward. The successful landing of Chandrayaan
3 will make India the fourth country in the world to
achieve the feat, joining the ranks of the United
States, Russia, and China. However, no other country
has ever touched down on the lunar South Pole.
Indian Navy gets new warship: Vindhyagiri
President Droupadi Murmu
launches the Vindhyagiri-the
sixth ship of Project 17A of the
Indian Navy, as Union Minister
of State for Defence Ajay Bhatt,
West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose and State Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
look on at the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders Engineers Limited,
in Kolkata on Thursday.
I
India always had
abundant potential
which was waiting to
happen. PM Modi
provided enabling
milieu which offered
an outlet to dormant
scientific talents, wings
to conquer the Space.
DR JITENDRA SINGH,
UNION MINISTER OF STATE
SENSEX
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FORECAST
Eminent scientist and
former DRDO chief who
played a key player in
weaponisation of India’s
nuclear programme, VS
Arunachalam passes
away at the age of 87.
IN BRIEF
Footwear maker Bata
in the tie-up talks with
Adidas for India: Report
Man who weaponised
India’s nukes no more
Bengaluru: Footwear
manufacturer Bata In-
dia is in talks with
sportswear giant Adidas
for a strategic partner-
ship, news agency re-
ported on Thursday cit-
ing sources, sending
shares up as much as
7.3 percent.
NIA arrests accused
in over 9 crore Jaipur
Gold smuggling case
Jaipur: The NIA on
Thursday arrested a
most wanted accused in
the case relating to the
seizure of 18.56 kg of
gold bars at the Jaipur
International Airport.
The gold bars, valuing
over `9 crore in market
were seized.
IndiGo pilot collapses
near boarding gate at
Nagpur airport, dies
Mumbai: An IndiGo
pilot who was to oper-
ate a flight from Nag-
pur to Pune fell uncon-
scious and collapsed at
the boarding gate on
Thursday. He was taken
to a hospital where he
was declared dead, said
official sources.
Dutee, India’s fastest
woman athlete, gets
four-year dope ban
New Delhi: India’s
fastest woman athlete,
Dutee Chand, who
holds national 100m re-
cord of a sensational
11.17s, which she re-
corded in 2021, has
been banned for 4 years
for failing twin out-of-
competition dope tests.
Priya becomes 2nd
Indian U-20 WC
New Delhi: Priya be-
came only 2nd Indian
woman wrestler to win
the U20 WC, while fast-
rising Antim Panghal
also stormed into the ti-
tle match as India had
unprecedented success
at Junior World Cham-
pionships on Thursday.
A FIRST BEFORE POLL DATES...
BJP’SDAWNOFCHANGE!
BJP brings 21 candidates for 90-member C’garh Assembly  39 for MP, which has 230 seats
Moni Sharma
New Delhi
The BJP on Thursday an-
nounced first lists of can-
didatesforAssemblypolls
in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarhduelaterthis
year. This is the first time
the BJP has announced
names of candidates even
before the Election Com-
mission of India announc-
es the poll dates.
The party has an-
nounced21candidatesfor
the 90-member Chhattis-
garhAssembly and 39 for
the 230-member Madhya
Pradesh House. The an-
nouncement comes a day
after PM Modi chaired a
meeting of the BJP’s cen-
tral election committee,
the party’s decision-mak-
ing body for selection of
candidates and prepara-
tion of poll strategies.
Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh are
among five states
going to polls later
this year, along with
Rajasthan, Telangana
and Mizoram
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BJP Chief JP Nadda, Union Ministers Amit Shah and Rajnath Singh,
Om Mathur and other leaders in a meeting at the BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Wednesday.
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur
The BJP on Thursday an-
nounced two key election
committees for Rajasthan
where the assembly elec-
tions are due later this
year. Former CM and na-
tional VP Vasundhara
Raje is not part of any of
these panels. The election
management committee
and poll manifesto com-
mitteewereformedbythe
party’s national president
JP Nadda.  MORE ON P8
BJP announces 2 Rajasthan poll
panels, Raje missing from both
The 21-member
election management
committee is headed
by former MP
Narayan Panchariya,
while Union minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal
will lead the Pradesh
Sankalp Patra
(manifesto)
committee
GEHLOT SPEAKS TO Pb
CM OVER GANGA CANAL
CM Gehlot, on Thurs-
day, spoke to Punjab
CM Bhagwant Mann
on phone on the issue of no
water in Ganga Canal. He
has assured this problem will
be resolved soon. Earlier,
Raje had targeted Gehlot by
tweeting, “Irrigation water
is available to Ganganagar,
Karanpur, Sadulshahar
and Raisinghnagar through
Ganga canal. Ferozepur
feeder supplies 52% of Raj’s
share, or 2,800 cusecs, of
irrigation water as per fixed
share. But alas, due to differ-
ences between anti-farmer
Rajasthan and Punjab govts,
water supply here has com-
pletely stopped.”
Pawan Arora
First India Bureau
Imphal
As many as 10 Kuki-Zo-
mi MLAs on Thursday
wrote to PM Narendra
Modi, seeking separate
DGPand CS posts for the
5 hill districts of vio-
lence-hit Manipur. In a
3-page letter, MLAs said
there should be a seperate
DGP and CS for Chura-
chandpur, Kangpokpi,
Chandel, Tennoupal and
Pherzawl in wake of dev-
astating attacks in State.
MLAs, representing Ku-
ki-Zomi community, said
there has been a long list
of human rights viola-
tions, killings of inno-
cent, arson, destruction
of properties, burning of
villages targeting people.
Create posts for 5
hill dists: Manipur
MLAs write to PM
CHHATTISGARH
90
TOTAL SEATS
Magic Number:46
68 15
7
MADHYA PRADESH
230
TOTAL SEATS
Magic Number:116
114 109
7
BJP has fielded Sarla
Vijendra Rawat from Sa-
balgarh, Priyanka Meena
from Chachaoura, Lalita
Yadav from Chhatarpur,
Anchal from Jabalpur-P
(SC), Nirmala Bhuriya
from Petlawad, Bhanu
Bhuriya from Jhabua
(ST), Alok Sharma from
Bhopal-U, DN Singh from
Bhopal-M and others.
The BJP has fielded
LS MP Vijay Baghel
from Patan, BS Maravi
from Premnagar, Laxmi
Rajwade from Bhatgaon,
SS Porthe from Pratap-
pur (ST), Sarla Kosaria
from Saraipali (SC), Alka
Chandrakar from Khal-
lari, GG Sahu from Khujji
and Maniram from Bastar
Kashyap (ST)  others.
INC BJP OTH
2018
INC BJP OTH
2018
(L) Arjun Meghwal, Narayan
Panchariya, Vasundhara Raje
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Vikas Sharma
Jaipur
Rajasthan government
has appointed retired
army officer Maj Gen
Alok Raj as the new
chairman of Rajasthan
Staff Selection Board.
The Gehlot govern-
ment issued orders re-
garding the appointment
late on Wednesday night.
His tenure will be for 3
years.
The post fell vacant
last month after Haripras-
ad Sharma voluntarily
sent resignation to the
state government and was
accepted.
Notably, questions
have been raised on the
functioning of the board
due to delay in recruit-
ments and paper leaks.
Maj Gen (Ret) Alok
Raj, a resident of Ban-
ipark in Jaipur, has served
in the Indian Army for
more than 37 years. He
was commissioned into
the 1st Battalion of the
Sikh Light Infantry in
June, 1983. He has also
served with the foreign
mission in Angola as a
UN military observer.Af-
ter the appointment, he
said his first priority will
be to conduct the recruit-
ment examination with
fairness and transparency.
“For this, I will first meet
the former chairman and
members of the board and
will understand the pro-
cess so that we can live
up to the aspirations and
expectations of the
youth,” he said.
Abhishek Shrivastava
Jaipur
In the case of valuable
land on Jaipur’s JLN
Marg, notice has been
given for the removal of
boundary wall and other
constructions on the land.
JDA gave notice under
section 72 of JDA Act.
This land is included in
200 feet wide strip and
construction has been
done on this 12,000
square yards of land. The
boundary wall was first
built on land worth Rs
250 crore contrary to the
order of the JDA Appel-
late Tribunal.
Moreover, a small
room (kothri) has also
been constructed on the
land. Notably, the file
moved in JDA in a single
day on Thursday. JDA’s
zone sent a recommenda-
tion to remove the con-
struction, then immedi-
ately the enforcement
branch issued a notice and
the notice was given to the
affected party to remove
the construction by Au-
gust 18. The notice is giv-
en regarding the occupa-
tion of JDA-owned land.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
One day ‘Sakhi Sam-
melan’ of the National
Rural Livelihood Devel-
opment Council (Rajee-
vika) will be organized
under the chairmanship of
Chief MinisterAshok Ge-
hlot on Friday afternoon,
August 18 at JECCAudi-
torium, Sitapura, Jaipur.
Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Min-
ister Ramesh Chand
Meena said that Rajee-
vika has now taken the
form of a big movement
of women empowerment
in the state with more
than 43 lakh members
belonging to 3 lakh 60
thousand self-help
groups. This ‘Sakhi Sam-
melan’is dedicated to the
spirit of these women.
On this occasion of
Sakhi Sammelan, several
announcements will be
made by the Chief Min-
ister for the women of
Rajeevika and loan and
assistance cheques will
be distributed.
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur
Chief Electoral Officer
Praveen Gupta, in an in-
terview with First India,
said that ECI (Election
Commission of India)
guidelines were issued
regarding the transfers
of officials who have
been working at the
same location for three
years. He said that direc-
tives were also given for
transfers of officials sta-
tioned in their home dis-
tricts. The list based on
these guidelines was re-
leased on Thursday.
Gupta said that trans-
fer postings of adminis-
trative officials have
been carried out based
on the criteria and now
everyone is tasked with
training at the warfare
level.
More than 12 lakh vot-
ers, who will turn 18 by
October 1, will be able to
vote.
First India Bureau
Bharatpur
Manual rickshaws have
been completely banned
for tourists in Keoladeo
National Park and e-rick-
shaws have been intro-
duced. Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests of the
park Manas Singh said
that so far more than 90
e-rickshaws have been
registered. With the help
of e-rickshaw, tourists
will be able to visit the
park in less time. Also,
rickshaw pullers will not
have to face any kind of
problem.Along with this,
manual rickshaws have
been replaced by fossil-
fuel-free e-rickshaws,
which will also prove to
be excellent from the
point of view of environ-
mental protection.
Manas said that the
Keoladeo administration
is determined for a noise-
free and pollution-free
environment and con-
tinuous innovations are
being done.
NEW BEGINNING
Cops start work at police stations and outposts in new districts
Shivendra Parmar
Jaipur
ajasthan now
has 50 districts.
CM Ashok Ge-
hlot issued notification of
the new districts. In all
the new districts, the
work has started smooth-
ly and postings of District
SP level officers have
been done by the state
govt. Now, the police
headquarters has also de-
termined the police sta-
tions and outposts in the
new districts.
According to the orders
issued from the police
headquarters, the police
station, outpost, deputy
superintendent office and
all other police offices
coming under the juris-
diction of the newly-cre-
ated districts will be con-
sidered adjusted in the
new districts, while all the
policemen posted in these
will automatically be con-
sidered adjusted in the
newly created districts.
Besides, the police
headquarters has in-
structed all Range IGs to
provide at least 50 police
personnel in the new dis-
tricts under their jurisdic-
tion, which will include
policemen from consta-
ble to sub-inspector, to
the new districts. Work is
being done at the police
headquarters level for the
number of people in the
newly created districts
and soon orders will be
issued for the number of
people in which district
after an instruction
from the DGP.
Bharat Dixit
Jaipur
Students and the police
clashed on Thursday
over the issue of staging
a dharna at the main gate
of the Rajasthan Univer-
sity. Students have been
demanding that students’
union elections should be
held. Meanwhile, a stu-
dent climbed the main
gate of the university
with a bottle of petrol.
Police detained two stu-
dents while students
staged a protest.
For the last five days,
the protest and hunger
strike of the student
leaders is on. On Thurs-
day, the student leaders
burnt the effigy at the
main gate of Rajasthan
University. All the other
gates were closed by the
police. During the dem-
onstration, there was a
clash after which the po-
lice used mild force on
the students. Student
leader,Abhishek Chaud-
hary, was detained while
the student leader Komal
Mohanpuria lied down
at the gate demanding
elections.
Despite the ongoing
protest, not a single of-
ficial of the university
came to meet the stu-
dents.
Hanspal Yadav
Baran
Congress leader Dinesh
Meena, who was under-
going treatment at a hos-
pital in Jaipur after the
fatal attack at Banmori
under Atru police station
area of Baran in Ra-
jasthan, passed away on
Wednesday. Police hand-
ed over the body to the
relatives after the post-
mortem on Thursday.
Meanwhile, irate villag-
ers vandalized vehicles
and set ablaze a bus going
towards Jhalawar. Police
have been deployed in the
village for safety.
Police are investigat-
ing the murder of the
leader. There is a lot of
anger among the villag-
ers. There is an atmos-
phere of tension in
Gaughat and Bambori
villages ofAtru area. An-
gry protesters raised slo-
gans against the adminis-
tration and Minister
Pramod Jain Bhaya.A
large number of villagers
reached Meena’s village.
Students stage a semi-naked protest outside Rajasthan University in Jaipur on Thursday. SUNIL SHARMA
Irate villagers vandalized vehicles  set ablaze a bus at Atru-Khanpur Highway in Baran on Thursday.
(Retd) Maj Gen Alok Raj
Ramesh Chand Meena addressing the media in Jaipur on Thursday.
Also seen are Abhay Kumar, Manju Rajpal and Ravi Jain.
Praveen Gupta
Angry protesters
raised slogans
against admin and
Pramod Jain Bhaya
R
OLA GIVES APPROVAL
FOR TRANSPORT
OFFICES IN NEW DISTS
Jaipur: New
transport of-
fices will soon
be opened in the
newly-formed districts
of Rajasthan. Transport
Minister Brijendra Ola
has given the admin-
istrative approval for
opening DTO offices in
new districts and now
the proposal will be sent
to the finance depart-
ment for final approval.
The DTO offices will be
opened in new districts.
EXCISE DEPARTMENT REORGANISE  AMEND
JURISDICTIONS OF NEW DISTRICTS
Following the formation of new districts in
Rajasthan, the excise department has reorga-
nized the districts and amended the jurisdic-
tions of the concerned districts. The newly-formed
district, Salumber, will fall under District Excise
Officer (DEO) of Udaipur. In Udaipur, there will be no
spirit and liquor-beer units. Similarly, the new Shah-
pura will remain under DEO Bhilwara.
DISTRICTSJURISDICTIONOFPOLICESTATIONS
z Sikar: Sikar, Jhun-
jhunu, Neem police
station, Churu
z Pali: Pali, Jalore,
Sanchore Sirohi
z Banswara: Banswara,
Dungarpur, Pratapgarh
z Jaipur: Jaipur Rural,
Dudu Kotputli Bahrod,
Dosa Khairthal Tijara, Po-
lice District Bhiwadi, Alwar
z Bikaner: Bikaner,
Sriganganagar, Hanu-
mangarh, Anupgarh
z Ajmer: Ajmer,
Beawar, Kekri, Tonk,
Nagaur, Didwana Ku-
chaman, Shahpura
z Bharatpur: Bharatpur,
Dhaulpur, Karauli, Deeg,
Gangapur City, Sawai
Madhopur
z Kota: Kota City, Kota Ru-
ral, Bundi, Baran, Jhalawar
z Jodhpur: Jodhpur Ru-
ral, Phalodi, Jaisalmer,
Barmer, Balotra
z Udaipur: Udaipur,
Chittorgarh, Bhilwara,
Rajsamand Salumbar
GOVT FORMS 13 NEW MUNICIPAL COUNCILS
Jaipur: The Department of LSG on Thursday
constituted 13 new municipal councils in the
newly-formed districts of the state. As per
the orders, the municipal councils were formed in
Khairthal, Kekri, Shahpura (Ajmer Zone), Phalodi,
Didwana, Deeg, Anupgarh, Neemkathana, Behror,
Sanchore, Salumbar, Tijara and Dudu. Here, the
Nagar Palikas were promoted to Municipal Councils.
Students, police clash at
RU main gate, two detained
For the last 5 days, hunger strike of the student leaders is on
Students’ union elections
‘STUDENTS BREAKING
LAW BY CLIMBING
WATER TANKS’
Despite the ongo-
ing protest, not a
single official of the
university came to meet the
students. This left the stu-
dents angry. In view of the
protest and anger among
the students, the police
stepped up security at the
vice-chancellor’s residence
and office. Ten jawans
were deployed by the
police at the residence and
office, while the security
around the water tank built
on the campus was also
increased as students had
climbed the water tank two
days ago. Police said that
the students were breaking
the law by climbing tanks
and campus buildings.
Dinesh Meena murder:
Bus set ablaze by villagers
RajgovtappointsretiredMajGen
Alok Raj as chairman of RSSB
JDA gives notice for removal of
boundary wall at JLN marg
CM Gehlot to preside over the program at JECC
Rajivika’s “Sakhi Sammelan” today
Transfersofofficialsdone
asperECIguidelines: CEO
e-Rickshawsreplace
manualonesinKeoladeo
Government
increasing
white category
Stepfather gets
20 yrs jail for
raping daughter
First India Bureau
Kota
A POCSO Court in Kota
sentenced a stepfather
guilty of raping her
daughter to 20 years of
rigorous imprisonment.
The court has also im-
posed a fine of Rs 27,000
on the accused. Sources
informed that the victim’s
motherhadfiledanFIRin
Nayapura Police Station
stating that her husband
raped her daughter and
then threatened to kill her.
The court found the ac-
cused guilty and sen-
tenced him to 20 years.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Chairman of the
Rajasthan State
Pollution Control
Board Shikhar
Agrawal has said
that government is
determined to pro-
vide a clean and
pollution-free envi-
ronment along with
ease of doing busi-
ness in the state. In
this direction, the
board has expanded
white category in-
dustrial units from
102 to 104.
Agarwal in-
formed that there
are four categories
of industrial units:
white, green, orange
and red. Industrial
units such as blue
pottery, cold stor-
age, Incense sticks,
handloom, gems
and jewellery, flori-
culture and horticul-
ture, and poultry
farm up to 5000
numbers, which do
not cause pollution,
come under the
white category.
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119 RAS  shifted in Rajasthan ahead of code of conduct
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur
he Rajasthan
govt has trans-
ferred 119 RAS
officers including several
AddlDivisionalCommis-
sioners and Additional
Collectors in state. The
officers have been in-
structed by the DoP to
take charge of new post
with immediate effect. It
is believed that the state
govt is transferring offic-
ers so that before the code
of conduct is imposed, the
benefits of govt schemes
can be extended to the
maximumnumberofpeo-
ple and govt gets its ben-
efit in elections.
In the late night admin-
istrative reshuffle, the
govt transferred 117 RAS
officers. RAS officer
Moolchand was trans-
ferred to vacant post of
the registrar of University
of Rajasthan in Jaipur.
Parshuram Dhanka has
been posted as Addl Div
Commissioner Bharatpur,
Mahavir Kharadi as Addl
Divisional Commissioner
Udaipur,OmprakashVish-
noiasDivisionalCommis-
sioner Bikaner.
Similarly, Chetan
Chauhan has been posted
as ADM Jhalawar, Nishu
Agnihotri as ADM Ka-
rauli, RK Gupta– I as
ADM Nagaur, Dhirendra
Singh as ADM Beawar,
Omprakash Saharan as
ADMAnupgarhCham-
palal as ADM Jodhpur.
The govt has also changed
deputy commissioners 
additional commissioners
in municipal corporations.
Sudhanshu Singh was
posted as Deputy Com-
missioner Municipal Cor-
poration Udaipur, Kartar
Singh as Deputy Com-
missioner JMCH, Mani-
sha Chaudhary as Depu-
ty Commissioner JMCG,
Jawahar Lal Jain as Dep-
uty Commissioner Mu-
nicipal Corporation Kota
South, Kartikeya Meena
as Deputy Commission-
er Municipal Corpora-
tion Kota North.
T
Jaipur: Two minor girls
were kidnapped, held hos-
tage and gang-raped at a
hotel in Jalupura area, po-
lice said. Police said the
victims, aged 17  14
years old, were raped.
“The accused kidnapped
two minor girls, held them
hostage and then raped her
for several days ,” police
said.An FIR under POC-
SO Act have been filed.
Two minor girls
kidnapped, gang-raped
in Jaipur; FIR lodged
Jaipur: Representatives
of various Gurjar organi-
sations on Thursday held
a press conference in
Pink City Press Club and
attacked the Cong govt
for defaming the Gurjars.
The representatives said,
“First, Mayor Dr Soumya
was terminated and now
a conspiracy has been
hatched to defame Mayor
Munesh Gurjar.”
Gurjar organisation
attacks Cong govt for
targetingGurjarmayors
IN BRIEF
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BJP’smembershipdrivebegins
Parivartan Yatra to start from Sept 2
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur
In the important meeting
of the BJP Core Commit-
tee, it has been decided
that now from Sept 2, the
Parivartan Yatra will start
from four places instead
of three. The Yatra will
start from Gogamedi Tri-
netra Ganesh, Beneshwar
Dham and Ramdevra.
Discussion and consul-
tation also occurred in the
meeting regarding the
roadmap of this journey
along with the work of
Election Management
Committee and Election
Declaration Committee.
Plan was also made on
historical membership
drive and to make more
and more members.
Meanwhile, Political
Affairs Committee will
also be announced soon.
It was also planned in the
meeting to conclude BJP
Parivartan Yatra in Jaipur
on Sept 25 with PM rally.
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur
With assembly elections
around in State, the BJP
has once again started the
membership drive. State
electionin-chargePralhad
Joshi,statein-chargeArun
Singhandcorecommittee
memberslaunchedspecial
membership drive on
Thursday. Former CM
Vasundhara Raje was,
however, not present dur-
ing the membership drive
programme. BJP state
president CP Joshi clari-
fied Raje was not present
because a member of her
family was hospitalised.
The leaders launched
the campaign with a post-
er. Convenor of member-
ship campaign Baba Bal-
aknath said, “We will take
the campaign to every vil-
lage and street of Ra-
jasthan. We will strength-
enthepartybyconnecting
every citizen to it.”
CP Joshi said that Ra-
jasthan was leading in the
membership campaign.
On a question related to
ED’s activism in Ra-
jasthan, he said, “If there
are thieves, then they can-
not escape and if they are
clean then there is no need
to be afraid.”
The drive will run till Aug 28, State is leading in this campaign: CP
BJP LAUNCHES SPECIAL CAMPAIGN
(L-R) Yogi Balaknath, Kailash Choudhary, Pralhad Joshi, CP Joshi, Arun Singh, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Vijaya Rahatkar, Alka Gurjar, Rajyavardhan S Rathore, Rajpal Singh
Shekhawat, Ashok Parnami launching the miss call number for people to get BJP membership in Jaipur on Thursday. SANTOSH SHARMA
PralhadJoshi,CPJoshi,ArunSingh,RajendraRathore,Chandrashekhar,
AlkaGurjar, Vijaya Rahatkar, Satish Poonia, Kailash Choudhary,
Om Mathur, and Kanak Mal Katara during the meeting on Thursday.
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat was also present in the meeting.
The auditorium was full with BJP office-bearers  party members
duringtheprogrammeinKhandelwalCollegeinJaipuronThursday.
Malviya’s remark on Rajesh Pilot
BJP leaders must
apologise over
false claims: PSK
ANI
Jaipur
Minister Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas on
Thursday slammed the
BJP over its allegations
on late Congress leader
Rajesh Pilot flying the
Indian Air Force aircraft
which bombed the Mizo-
ram on March 5, 1966,
and said that BJP should
issue an apology over the
matter.
“BJP leaders do not
have knowledge, so they
tweet without any infor-
mation. Amit Malviya’s
tweet regarding the late
Rajesh Pilot is a sin. He
along with the national
leadership of BJP should
apologise to the public
and the Indian army as it
is also an insult to them,”
he said.
He further stated that
Rajesh Pilot was a brave
pilot and is respected all
over the country.
“It is also an insult to
the entire country and an
insult to the officers of
the army. Rajesh Pilot
was a brave pilot, he was
respected all over the
country. BJPleaders have
become generators of lies
and are spreading lies all
over country,” he said.
Earlier, on August 13,
BJP’s IT Cell head
Amit Malviya claimed
Congress leaders
Rajesh Pilot and Suresh
Kalmadi were flying the
IAF fighter, which
bombed Aizawl on
March 5, 1966.
PS Khachariyawas addressing
media in Jaipur on Thursday.
Cong claims to win all 8 seats in Jpr
with‘AbkiBaarAathonPaar’slogan
Yogesh Sharma
Jaipur
Jaipur Lok Sabha observ-
er and UP Cong Legisla-
ture Party leader Aradha-
na Mishra discussed the
strategy of election prepa-
rations at a meeting with
the leaders and claimants
of the eight seats of the
capital. The criterion for
distributing tickets in the
assembly elections would
be a candidate who is
most likely to win.
After the meeting,
Mishra said that she will
win all the eight seats in
Jaipur. She questioned
whether it is a crime to be
the son of a leader? “If the
leader’s son or daughter is
a winning candidate, then
what is the problem in
giving a ticket? On the
basis of the panel formed
in the State Congress
Committee, tickets will
be given to winnable,
qualified and reliable can-
didates,” she said.
Mishra said that the
most important thing is
that only one person will
contest the election.
With the ‘Abki Baar
Aathon Paar’ slogan,
Congress claims to win
all the eight seats in
Jaipur. Mishra said, “I
have been given respon-
sibility in Jaipur and can-
didates came for the first
meeting. Seeing their en-
thusiasm, I feel that this
time the government will
repeat in Rajasthan.”
Girl dies, 12 injured
as school jeep
overturns in Chomu
First India Bureau
Jaipur
A six-year-old girl died
while a dozen children
got injured after a speed-
ing school jeep over-
turned in Chomu area of
Jaipur on Thursday.
Police informed the
deceased has been iden-
tified as Akshita Jat,
a student of Gurukul
Public School.
Justice R Bhatnagar to be
shifted to Raj High Court
Custom officials seize smuggled
gold worth `29.87L at Jpr airport
First India Bureau
Jaipur
The Customs officials at
Jaipur International Air-
port on Thursday recov-
ered gold weighing
around 495 grams from a
passenger who had trav-
elled from Sharjah to
Jaipur. Officials informed
that the passenger looked
suspicious when he was
stopped for checking.
“The intelligence wing
ofthecustomsstoppedthe
passenger and checked as
it looked suspicious. Dur-
ing checking, gold weigh-
ing around 495 grams,
valued at Rs. 29.87 lakhs,
was recovered from shoes
of passenger. The Cus-
toms Dept seized the
smuggled gold under pro-
visions of Customs Act,
1962 and arrested the ac-
cused,whoisbeingprobed
about the details of the
smuggledgold.Theaction
was taken under direction
of Jaipur Customs Com-
missioner Sugreev Mee-
na,” officials informed.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Rajasthan High Court is
likely to get another new
judge. The Supreme
Court through collegiums
has recommended trans-
fer of Justice Rajnish
Bhatnagar from Delhi
high court to Raj HC.
Few days back, Supreme
Court had recommended
for the transfer of the jus-
tice Sameer J Dave from
Gujarat High Court to
Rajasthan, Justice Arun
Monga from Punjab-Har-
yana High Court to Ra-
jasthan High Court.
No teachers appointed
in over 5,000 schools
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer
In thousands of schools
in State, primary and up-
per primary school
teachers are teaching the
students of senior sec-
ondary classes. It is be-
cause there is no ar-
rangement of subject
teachers in these schools.
Experts said that govt’s
negligent and apathetic
attitude is not only spoil-
ing the education level
in the state and also af-
fecting the future of sec-
ondary students. They
said that the govt should
take serious note of it
and immediately fo-
cused on filling vacant
posts in these schools.
Whilereplyingonthese
vacant seats in assembly,
BD Kalla had said that-
Teachers at vacant post
will be filled when candi-
datesselectedfromRPSC,
Ajmer and RSSB, Jaipur
andeligiblecandidatesare
available from the DPC.
 FILE
CONG SCREENING TEAM TO VISIT JPR TOMORROW
A meeting of the State Election Committee has
been called on August 19 regarding the tickets.
In the meeting to be chaired by Congress State
President Govind Singh Dotasra, the parameters of the
ticket and the contenders so far will be discussed. The
Rajasthan Congress Screening Committee team will
visit Jaipur tomorrow led by committee chairman Gaurav
Gogoi. Committee members Abhishek Dutt and Ganesh
Godial will be in Jaipur. They will attend the meeting of
the State Congress Election Committee.
12OFFICERSOFTEHSILDARSERVICEPROMOTEDTORAS
Twelve officers of the Rajasthan Tehsildar Service
(RTS) were promoted to Rajasthan Administrative
Service (RAS) by the state govt on Thursday. The
Department of Personnel issued an order in this regard and
promoted the officials to the RAS junior pay scale. Officials
promoted were Vimalendra Singh, Suman Chaudhary, Hu-
kam Kanwar, Sumitra Bishnoi, Pinky, Ishwarlal Khatik, Bharat
Bhushan Dixit, Nangaram Chaudhary, Gopal Ram Banjara,
Shankar Lal Meena, and Ramlal. While the promotions of As-
mita Yogi, Savita Sharma, Sadhna Sharma, Rajeev Badgujar,
and Mamta Lahua have been kept in a sealed envelope.
Aradhna Mishra, Mahesh Joshi, Amin Kagzi and others at PCC office in Jaipur on Thursday.
It is also an insult to
the entire country and
an insult to the officers
of the army. Rajesh
Pilot was a brave pilot,
he was respected all
over the country. BJP
leaders have become
generators of lies.
PRATAPSKHACHARIYAWAS,
FOOD, CIVIL SUPPLIES MINISTER
PREPSONATPCCFOR
KHARGE’SRAJVISIT
Preparation is
going on in PCC
before the arrival
of Cong Prez Mallikar-
jun Kharge. The PCC
engaged in preparing
roadmap for election
preparation. “Team
Dotasra” is engaged in
making PPTs  through
this, the political picture
of entire State will be
presented. i.e. complete
political picture of 200
seats will be revealed
along with ‘how to’ sim-
plify ethnic maths?
 


	4. TOP
TWEETS
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Selfish action  imprisons the
world. Act selflessly, without
any thought of personal profit.
BHAGAVAD GITA
Dr. V.S. Arunachalam’s passing away
leaves a major void in scientific
community and the strategic world.
He was greatly admired for his knowledge,
passion for research and rich contribution
towards strengthening India’s security
capabilities. Condolences to his family and well
wishers. Om Shanti.
Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
Saddened by the passing away of
former DRDO Chief and globally
acclaimed scientist, Dr. VS
Arunachalam. He leaves behind a galaxy
of accomplishments that contributed
immensely to India’s defense prowess.
My condolences to his bereaved family
and followers. Om Shanti.
Amit Shah
@AmitShah
IN-DEPTH
BJP TAKES OFF FOR
ELECTORAL TESTS
IN THREE STATES
he BJPis first off the block forAssembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh by releasing its first list of candidates
for the latter two states. Also at a meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi the party’s top leaders
discussed the poll strategy for the three states where it
is facing a tough challenge from the Congress. Both
the parties, BJP more so, are relying heavily on the
welfare of measures taken by them. This is true of
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh where the Congress gov-
ernments are optimistic about their chances on the
basis of their welfare schemes and the popularity of
Chief Ministers Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel.
The BJP is banking on the welfare measures under-
taken by Shivraj Singh Chouhan to retain the state.
The BJP’s campaign will also capitalize on the
Central government’s welfare initiatives for greater
boost.The bigger challenge for the BJPwill be to beat
Congress’s high morale after the victory in Karnataka.
T
NEEDED MORE THAN A
HANDBOOK OF TERMS
30-page handbook on gender stereotypes
provides a new, much-needed vocabulary for
judges and lawyers to describe women in
their judgments. Till now words like prostitute, eve-
teasing, sexual intercourse, spinster and seductress
were commonplace in judicial pronouncements but
the new handbook released by the Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud is set to change them. The
handbook deals with the gender-specific terms with
sensitivity for which the credit must go to Justice
Moushumi Bhattacharya of the Calcutta High Court,
Justice Pratibha Singh of Delhi High Court and Pro-
fessor Jhuma Sen. Writers of the handbook have kept
abreast with con-
temporary issues
dealing with LG-
BTQIA + (lesbi-
ans, gays, bisexu-
als, transgenders,
queers, intersex
and asexual).
For them the
handbook says,
“Gender identity
is not limited to a
binary (girl/wom-
an and boy/man)
but rather exists
on a spectrum and
can evolve over
time. Further, gen-
der is a social con-
structandincludes
norms, behaviours
and roles associ-
ated with a par-
ticular gender
identity.” This
echoes the view of CJI Chandrachud who, while hear-
ing a petition on legalising homosexuality, had ob-
served, “It is not the question what your genitals are.
It is far more complex, that’s the point. So, even when
the Special Marriage Act says man and woman, the
very notion of a man and a woman is not an absolute
based on genitals.” Needless to say that he was badly
trolled. The CJI guided and edited the handbook
which fructified after consultations with stakeholders.
Mere change of terms for judiciary will not end
stereotyping of gender and the man/woman binary
the society is fixated with.
A
A 30-page handbook on
gender stereotypes
provides a new, much-
needed vocabulary for
judges and lawyers to
describe women in their
judgments. Till now
words like prostitute,
eve-teasing, sexual
intercourse, spinster
and seductress were
commonplace in judicial
pronouncementsbutthe
new handbook released
by CJI Chandrachud is
set to change them
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veryone is
caught in a
peculiar trap
that is invis-
ible and al-
most impossible to notice:
their worldview. Your
worldview is the total pic-
ture you accept of reality.
At the core of everyone’s
worldview are two things,
first, the feeling of being
“I,” a separate individual,
and second, a faith in the
common-sense world of
physical objects we see
outside the window.
For all practical purpos-
es, you’d think that having
your own worldview
sounds rather nice, but
what is packaged into your
worldview are very unde-
sirable things like bad
memories, old wounds,
and outworn conditioning.
As harmful as these
things are, there is a subtler
trap. Every worldview is
actually a limited model of
reality that shuts out the
“real” reality. Imagine
someone afflicted with
agoraphobia, a fear of open
spaces. Unable to leave the
house, an agoraphobe ob-
viously is shut away form
a vast array of experiences.
Not so obvious is how your
worldview has shut you
away from the single most
important aspect of “real”
reality: the field of pure
consciousness.
The ”I” you identify
with accesses only a tiny
portion of tis field. Infinite
possibilities are squeezed
down to the choices that
your ego says yes to. Es-
caping the trap of the com-
mon-sense world means
entering reality as a field of
consciousness, not a field
of physical “stuff.”
What stands against you
is the scientific worldview,
so we need to go into it.Al-
thoughwedon’tstoptoreal-
ize it, the assumptions of
sciencearealsotheassump-
tions of the common-sense
world. There is no getting
aroundthefactthatassump-
tionshavebeenmistakenfor
accepted truth. In particular,
z The scientific method is re-
ductionist. Large problems
are divided into smaller,
more manageable pieces.
z The assumption is that the
finer the granularity, the
closer a solution becomes.
z The basic methodology in
science consists of data
gathering on the assump-
tion that any phenomenon
can be broken down
information, measurement,
and data collection.
z The primary state of reality
is assumed to be physical
and material. “Matter first”
is the ontological primitive.
z Due to the failure of naïve
realism (“What you see is
what you get”), advanced
theories in physics are
increasingly mathematical
models without reference
to collectible, empirical
evidence.
z It has been an intractable
difficulty making conscious-
ness correspond to any of
these assumptions, for the
following reasons (I have
also included supporting
quotes from great pioneers
of the quantum era:
z Consciousness cannot be
subdivided or reduced to
component parts. (Erwin
Schrödinger: “To divide or
multiply consciousness is
something meaningless.”
z Consciousness, be-
ing immaterial, has no
granularity and indeed no
dimensionality.
z In itself, consciousness
contains no informa-
tion, although its activity
produces experience, the
level at which data, meas-
urement, information, etc.
actually begins.
z “Matter first” and the
physicalism it denotes is
unworkable. There is no
point in time or space at
which atoms and mol-
ecules learned to think.
z Consciousness is its own
ontological primitive. (Max
Planck: “I regard matter as
derivative from conscious-
ness. We cannot get
behind consciousness.”
z Mathematics cannot model
consciousness through ei-
ther complexity or abstrac-
tion. Experience is untrans-
latable into equations.
Once these assumptions
are examined, they turn out
to be the support beams for
a model of looking at the
world. All models — in-
deed, all experience, in-
cluding the experience of
doing science — presup-
pose consciousness. (Max
Planck: “Everything that
we think about, everything
that we regard as existing,
postulates consciousness.”)
A radical housecleaning
isneededtoreplaceunprov-
en, often unprovable, as-
sumptions.Nolongerblind-
ed by your worldview, you
gain a clear perspective on
thenatureofconsciousness.
z The physical sciences are
very successful in creating
technology, but they can-
not access fundamental
reality, because matter is
a name given to species-
specific perceptual activity.
We only observe our per-
ceptions. (Sir John Eccles:
“We’re almost like magi-
cians, in that in the very
act of perception, we take
quantum soup and convert
it into the experience of
material reality.”
z The universe itself is an
observed perception —
there is no objective place
to stand from which it can
be proven to be real.”
z Matter itself is an assump-
tion of naïve realism, which
quantum physics over-
turned more than a century
ago. (Werner Heisenberg:
“The atoms or elementary
particles themselves are
not real ; they form a world
of potentialities or pos-
sibilities rather than one of
things or facts.”)
z We live in a participatory
universe that responds, not
just to quantum measure-
ments and the “observer
effect,” but to human ex-
perience directly. (Werner
Heisenberg: “What we
observe is not nature itself,
but nature exposed to our
method of questioning.”)
z Being participatory, the
universe, or reality “out
there,” is seamlessly
woven into human aware-
ness. There is no subject-
object split. Like the prob-
ability waves of quantum
mechanics, subject and
object exist in superposi-
tion until the instant of
perception causes them to
emerge simultaneously.
z Consciousness is whole,
all-enveloping, and in-
conceivable, even though
everything we conceive
emerges from it. (Max
Planck: “Science cannot
solve the ultimate mystery
of nature. And that is be-
cause, in the last analysis,
we ourselves are part of
nature and therefore part
of the mystery that we are
trying to solve.”)
Manyofthesepointshave
beenwovenintoEasterntra-
ditions and the insights of
sages and seers in every tra-
dition. But the almost total
dominance of science as our
modern worldview has ob-
scured or obliterated these
traditions. Merely arguing
that they are “not science”
has been sufficient.
The worldview that can
reshape everyone’s life can
be summarized as “con-
sciousness is all.” Many
ramifications stem from
“consciousness is all.” It is
premature to explore them,
however, until the mystique
of materialism is shattered.
Until “matter first” and
“mind first” are both aban-
doned, the battle for reality
remains as futile as ever,
and the hard problem pre-
sents itself as insoluble.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
TRADITIONS 
INSIGHTS
Many of these points have
been woven into Eastern
traditions and the insights
of sages and seers in
every tradition. But the
almost total dominance
of science as our modern
worldview has obscured or
obliterated these traditions.
Merely arguing that they are
“not science” has been suf-
ficient. The worldview that
can reshape everyone’s
life can be summarized
as “consciousness is all.”
Many ramifications stem
from “consciousness is all.”
It is premature to explore
them, however, until the
mystique of materialism is
shattered. Until “matter first”
and “mind first” are both
abandoned, the battle for
reality remains as futile as
ever, and the hard problem
presents itself as insoluble.
WHYCOMMON-SENSE
REALITYISATRAP
EVERYONE IS CAUGHT IN A PECULIAR TRAP THAT IS
INVISIBLE AND ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO NOTICE: THEIR
WORLDVIEW. YOUR WORLDVIEW IS THE TOTAL
PICTURE YOU ACCEPT OF REALITY. AT THE CORE OF
EVERYONE’S WORLDVIEW ARE TWO THINGS, FIRST,
THE FEELING OF BEING “I,” A SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL,
AND SECOND, A FAITH IN THE COMMON-SENSE WORLD
OF PHYSICAL OBJECTS WE SEE OUTSIDE THE WINDOW
E
DEEPAK
CHOPRA
The writer is MD,
FACP, FRCP founder of the
Chopra Foundation,
a non-profit entity for
research on well-being
and humanitarianism,
and Chopra Global
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	6. MURMU IN KOLKATA
President  launches ‘My Bengal,
Addiction Free Bengal’campaign
First India Bureau
Kolkata
resident Drou-
padi Murmu on
T h u r s d a y
launchedthe‘MyBengal,
Addiction Free Bengal’
campaign under the ‘Na-
sha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan’byBrahmaKumaris.
In her speech, Murmu
expressed concern over
the impact of drug abuse
on youth and their abil-
ity to choose the right
direction in life.
To address the drug
abuse issue, she empha-
sised the need for a mul-
ti-faceted approach
which includes medica-
tion, social solidarity
and political will.
She also praised or-
ganisations like Brahma
Kumaris for their efforts
in discussing and work-
ing to solve the drug
abuse issue in the society.
“Due to these addic-
tions, youth are not able
to choose the right direc-
tion in their lives. This is
very worrying, and there
is a need to work on all
fronts in this matter,”
she stated according to a
press release issued by
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
“ThePresidentsaidthat
any kind of addiction de-
velops due to mental
stress and peer pressure.
Addiction is harmful to
health. Many other disor-
dersalsoarisefromaddic-
tion.Familyandfriendsof
drug addicts also suffer a
lot of trouble,” it stated.
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Nehru-jiisknownforworkhe
didandnotjusthisname:RaGa
ANI
New Delhi
Amid the controversy
over renaming of the
NehruMemorialMuseum
and Library (NMML) in
the national capital to
Prime Ministers’ Memo-
rial Museum and Library
(PMML),Congressleader
Rahul Gandhi on Thurs-
daysaidhisgreatgrandfa-
ther was known more for
theworkhedidinhistime
and not just for his name.
Before departing for
two-day visit to Leh, he
said, “Nehru-ji ki
pehchaan unke karam
hai, unka naam nahi
(Nehru-ji is known for his
work and not his name).”
A war of words broke
out between BJP and Op-
position over the renam-
ing of Nehru Memorial
Museum to Prime Minis-
ter’sMuseumandLibrary.
RENAMING ROW
RAHUL GANDHI TO PARTICIPATE IN
SEVERAL PROGRAMMES IN LEH
Rahul Gandhi,
who arrived in
Leh on Thursday,
will participate in several
programmes including
a programme on the
birth anniversary of his
father and former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
before visiting Kargil. A
senior party leader told
media that Rahul Gandhi
will be in Ladakh region
till August 25. He said
that the former party chief
will be holding interaction
with youths on Friday
and also attend a football
match in Leh. On Friday
night, Rahul Gandhi will
attend a dinner with the
luminaries of Leh. On
August 19, Rahul Gandhi
will visit Dubra valley and
on August 20, he will
reach the Pangong Lake.
“A programme has been
organised in the Pangong
Lake area to celebrate
the birth anniversary of
Rajiv Gandhi,” the party
leader said. Through-
out his journey, Rahul
Gandhi will be interacting
with the people during his
journey. After holding pro-
grammes at the Pangong
Lake area, Rahul Gandhi
will then visit Kargil and
address a public meeting
there. Election for the Hill
Council in Kargil will col-
lide with Rahul Gandhi’s
visit. “He will then return
to Delhi on August 25,”
the party leader added.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi receives a hearty welcome from
party supporters upon his arrival in Leh on Thursday. ANI
UnionMinisters Nirmala Sitharaman, Dharmendra Pradhan, BJP
SpokespersonSambit Patra andothers during‘Amrit KalashYatra’
under‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’campaign, inPuri onThursday. ANI
Nirmala Sitharaman holds a
Kalash filled with maati (soil)
offered by locals, in Puri on
Thursday.  ANI
Nehru-ji ki pehchaan unke karam hai, unka
naam nahi (former Prime Minister Late Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru is known for his work and not
his name).
RAHUL GANDHI, CONGRESS LEADER
“DiscontinuingNEP
revealsCong’santi
K’takacharacter”
Our combination doesn’t have
any challenge, says Fadnavis
Agencies
Bengaluru
Decision of Karnataka
govt to discontinue NEP
from next academic year
reveals anti-Karnataka
characterofCongress,Un-
ion Education Minister
DharmendraPradhansaid.
Education should be a
beaconofprogressandnot
a political pawn, he said
terming Siddaramaiah’s
governmenttodiscontinue
NationalEducationPolicy
(NEP) as a politically-mo-
tivated decision.
“Disappointed to learn
about Karnataka CM’s
politically-motivated de-
cision to discontinue the
National Education Poli-
cy 2020,” he said in a post
on X(formerly Twitter).
The Indian education
system needs evolution,
not regression, Pradhan
said. “NEPwas a result of
years of consultations, re-
flecting the aspirations of
all. This decision reveals
the anti-reform, anti-
Bharatiya Bhasha and
anti-Karnataka character
of@INCIndia,”hestated.
PTI
Shirdi
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Thurs-
day said Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, Deputy
CM Ajit Pawar and he
were a combination that
has no challenge due to
their “working style”.
He also took a swipe
at Nationalist Congress
Party chief Sharad Pa-
war after the latter
claimed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s asser-
tion that he would be
back to unfurl the Tri-
colour at the Red Fort
next year (on Independ-
ence Day) was inspired
from Fadnavis, who had
routinely said during the
2019 Assembly poll
campaign that he would
be back (mi punha yael).
Agencies
Puri
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday urged students
to follow the footprints of
martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for the nation.
She administered
“Panchprana” Oath for-
mulated by PM Narendra
Moditostudentsatafunc-
tion organized in the Sad-
ashib kendriya Sanskrit
Vidyalay campus here.
The Union Minister
also honoured families of
martyrs while observing
the nationwide ongoing
programme “Mo Mati
Mo Desh, Matiku Naman
Biraku Bandan”.
Sitharaman advised
students to get free from
colonial mindset, work
for national integration,
celebrate festivals and
observe our culture and
work dedicatedly for de-
velopment of the country.
ANI
Patna
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
returned to Patna from
the national capital on
Thursday after paying
homage to former PM
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
his death anniversary.
Reacting to allegations
that he returned back
empty-handed without
meeting any leader of the
INDIA alliance, Nitish
said that he had gone to
Delhi only to pay tribute
to the former PM as he
served as minister in the
late PM’s cabinet. Nitish
also alleged that the pre-
sent BJPled NDAdid not
have any vision.
He said, “I paid tribute
to former PMAtal Bihari
Vajpayee on his death an-
niversary in Delhi and
apart from that I did not
have a word with anyone
else. I had gone to Delhi
for a limited time.”
Follow martyrs’
footprints, says
Sitharaman
Present NDA
doesn’t have a
vision: Nitish
Locket Chatterjee seeks Central forces in WB
ANI
Kolkata
BJP MP from Hooghly in
West Bengal Locket
Chatterjee has written a
letter to Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah regarding
an incident of violence
that occurred in West
Benghal’s Bansberia Kol-
bazar on Tuesday (August
15) and requested the im-
mediate deployment of
Central forces in the area
to control the situation and
ensure the safety of the
common people.
Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde with Dy CMs Devendra Fadnavis
and Ajit Pawar at unveiling of works of ancient architecture
under ‘Meri Mati, Mera Desh’ campaign, in Mumbai.  FILE
Article 370: Constitution doesn’t restrict
Prez from reorganising a state, says SC
New Delhi: The Constitution does not restrict the
President from reorganising a state, the Supreme
Court observed, responding to an argument to the effect,
while hearing the matter of the abrogation of Article 370
and the restructuring of JK into two Union territories.
“How could convicts in Bilkis Bano case be
released?” Supreme Court to Gujarat govt
New Delhi: The Gujarat govt had some tough
questions to field on Thursday from the Supreme
Court, which is hearing a series of petitions on the
untimely release of the men convicted for raping Bilkis
Bano and slaughtering her family during the 2002 riots.
Nuh violence: Bittu
Bajrangi sent to
judicial custody
Nuh: Bittu Bajrangi
who was arrested
by police in connection
with Nuh violence, has
been sent to 14-day
judicial custody, officials
said on Thursday.
Earlier on Wednesday,
court sent Bajrangi to
one-day police custody.
He was arrested by
Nuh Police on Tuesday
after a case was
registered against him.
IN THE COURTYARD
PrezDroupadiMurmuwithWBGuvCVAnandaBoseatthelaunch
of‘MyBengal,AddictionFreeBengal’Campaign,inKolkata. ANI
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G20 Health Ministers meet: Mandaviya meets UK minister
ANI
New Delhi
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandviya met
the UK’s Secretary of
State for Health and so-
cial care, Steve Barclay,
on the sidelines of the
G20 Health Ministers
meeting, on Thursday.
Taking to his official
handle on X, formerly
Twitter, the minister said
thatthemeetingwasaimed
to discuss collaboration in
Telemedicine services to
DevelopanIndia-UKDig-
ital Health Partnership.
He said, “Productive
meetingwith@SteveBar-
clay,SecretaryofStatefor
Health  Social Care of
the UK. India  the UK
are committed to a part-
nership that delivers for
both countries. Discussed
collaboration in Telemed-
icine services to Develop
an India-UK Digital
Health Partnership.”
The UK leader, too,
posted about his meeting
with the Union Health
Minister,saying,“Apleas-
ure to meet with my coun-
terpartinIndia,Dr@Man-
sukhMandviya, before the
@G20org Health Minis-
ters Meeting begins. We
discussed our countries’
collaboration on shared
healthcare challenges, like
#AntimicrobialResistance,
and how to best harness
digital innovation.”
The UK secretary is in
India for the G20 Health
Ministers meeting which
gotunderwayonThursday
in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar.
The three-day meet-
ing will culminate on
August 19.
India assumed the
presidency of the G20 on
1 December 2022 and is
currently part of the G20
Troika comprising Indo-
nesia, India and Brazil.
The focus of the G20
Health Minister’s Meet-
ing will be on the three
key priorities of the G20
Health Track, including
health emergencies pre-
vention, preparedness and
response with a focus on
anti-microbial resistance
and One Health frame-
work; Strengthening co-
operation in the pharma-
ceutical sector with a fo-
cus on access and availa-
bility to safe, effective,
quality and affordable
medical countermeasures
(Vaccines, Therapeutics
and Diagnostics); and
Digital Health innova-
tions and solutions to aid
universal health coverage
and improve healthcare
service delivery.
Besides the G20 Depu-
tiesMeetingon17August
2023 and G20 Health
Minister’s Meeting on
18–19, there will be four
side events including One
Earth One Health Advan-
tage Health Care – India
2023; WHO Traditional
MedicineGlobalSummit;
India MedTech Expo
2023;and‘Sustain,Accel-
erate and Innovate to End
TBinSouth-EastAsiaRe-
gion’Conference.
Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Mansukh Mandaviya addresses the WHO Traditional
Medicine Global Summit, in Gandhinagar on Thursday.  ANI
FOUR SIDE EVENTS
DURING G20 MEET
Besides, there
will be four side
events including
One Earth One Health
Advantage Health Care
– India 2023; WHO
Traditional Medicine
Global Summit; India
MedTech Expo 2023;
and ‘Sustain, Acceler-
ate and Innovate to End
TB in South-East Asia
Region’ Conference.
HimachalRains:780rescued,IMD
predictsveryheavyrainsin7dists
First India Bureau/PTI
Shimla/New Delhi
The hilly state has been
facing days of relentless
rain that have killed more
than 70 people till now.
Reports have also stated
that Indian Air Force
(IAF) has rescued over
780 people from flood af-
fected areas in the past
forty eight hours.
Hundreds of roads re-
main blocked and schools
in the capital city of
Shimla have been ordered
shut as the Indian Air
Force and disaster re-
sponse teams help evacu-
ate people from low-ly-
ing, vulnerable areas.
“The state witnessed
scattered rainfall in the
last 24 hours. Monsoon is
on the higher side this
time...If we see the data,
there is 43% excess rain-
fall since June 1 in
Himachal Pradesh. Scat-
tered rainfall will occur
in the next 4-5 days.
There will be controlled
rainfall in the state till
August 25,” the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.
Rescue operations are
going on in Summer Hill
and Krishna Nagar areas.
So far 14 bodies have
been recovered from
Summer Hill, five bodies
from Fagli and two from
Krishna Nagar, news
agency PTI reported.
ThegovernmentThurs-
day launched an app to
disseminate real-time in-
formation on the flood
situation in affected areas.
The ‘FloodWatch’app,
will collect data from 338
stations to send real-time
flood updates across 23
states and Union Territo-
ries, Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) Chair-
person Kushvinder Vohra
said.
NDRF personnel rescue residents stranded in flood-affected areas of Himachal Pradesh’s Tiora
village, in Kangra district.  PTI
Death toll in
Shimla temple
collapse
mounts to 14
Agencies
Shimla
With recovery of one
more body from debris of
a collapsed Shiv temple
in Summer Hill here,
death toll in the rain fury
in Himachal Pradesh has
climbed to 72. The de-
ceased was identified as
Prof PL Sharma, chair-
man, department of
mathematics, Himachal
Pradesh University.
The temple was crowd-
ed with devotees on Mon-
day when the landslide
struck. Eight persons are
still feared buried in de-
bris. Heavy rains have
lashed the hill state since
Sunday, triggering land-
slides in many districts,
including Shimla.
The total deaths in
rain-related incidents in
the state since Sunday
night has increased to 72
with Shimla alone ac-
counting for 21 deaths.
A total of 14 bodies
have been recovered so
far and around 7-8 are
still suspected to be bur-
ied under debris.
MET DEPT PREDICTS HEAVY RAIN IN PARTS
OF ANDHRA PRADESH FOR NEXT FOUR DAYS
Amaravati: The IMD has forecast heavy rain
in parts of Andhra Pradesh for the next four
days from Thursday. Rain is expected due to
a north-south trough running from south interior Kar-
nataka to Comorin area at an altitude of 0.9 km above
mean sea level, said an official from the Amaravati
Meteorological Centre. On Thursday, thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning are likely in parts of north
coastal Andhra Pradesh (NCAP) and Yanam, said
the official in a press release. Likewise, heavy rain is
expected in parts of NCAP and Yanam on Friday and
Saturday, including thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning in parts of the same geographies.
l Hundreds of roads
remain blocked and
schools in Shimla have
been ordered shut
l Rescue operations
are going on in
Summer Hill and
Krishna Nagar areas
G20 DIA SUMMIT
“India’s digital economy to be
over 20% of its GDP by 2026”
Agencies
Bengaluru
Union Minister of State
for Electronics and In-
formation Technology
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
on Thursday said India
expects its digital econo-
my to be more than 20
per cent of its total GDP
by 2026.
At present, India’s dig-
ital economy is 11 per
cent of the total economy
today, he added.
“The digital economy
in India has gone up from
4 to 4.5 per cent in 2014
of the total GDP to 11 per
cent today, and we expect
the digital economy to be
over 20 percent of our
GDP by 2026,” he told
reporters at a press con-
ference after inaugurating
G20 DIA Summit here.
This is not just about
an abstract conversation
about innovation or tech-
nology, but it is becoming
the centre piece to how
global economies and
economies of countries
like India are being re-
shaped and redrawn,
Chandrasekhar added.
As part of India’s G20
Presidency, G20 Digital
Innovation Alliance
(G20-DIA) initiative was
launched under MeitY
Startup Hub. It recogniz-
es and accelerates the
growth of startups from
all G20 countries and
nine invited guest coun-
tries in six sectors – Ed-
tech, Health-tech, Agri-
tech, Fin-tech, Secured
Digital Infrastructure,
and Circular Economy
that are using digital tech-
nologies to solve human-
ity’s most pressing needs.
A total of 174 startups
from 29 countries are part
of the program. These
startups will pitch to a
jury of global leaders at
the G20-DIA Summit.
Rajeev Chandrasekhar during the inauguration the G20 Digital
Innovation Alliance Summit 2023, in Bengaluru, on Thursday.
Cong rejig:
Surjewala
appointed MP
in-charge
PTI
New Delhi
Effecting an organisa-
tional shake-up, the
Congress on Thursday
appointed Randeep
Surjewala as general
secretary in-charge of
Madhya Pradesh and
former MLAAjay Rai
as chief of UP unit.
Also, AICC chief
Kharge appointed
Mukul Wasnik as gen-
eralsecretaryin-charge
of Gujarat, replacing
Raghu Sharma.
Surjewala,whoisin-
charge of Karnataka,
has been given addi-
tional charge of Mad-
hya Pradesh, replacing
Jai Prakash Agarwal.
Kharge appointed
Rai, who had unsuc-
cessfully contested
against PM Narendra
Modi from Varanasi in
the 2014 and 2019.
“Verification of SIM
dealers mandatory”
ANI
New Delhi
Thegovernmenthasmade
police verification of SIM
card dealers mandatory
and discontinued the pro-
visionofbulkconnections
to curb fraudulent activi-
ties, Union Communica-
tions Electronics  Infor-
mation Technology Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Thursday.
The Union IT Minister
said that the government
has disconnected 52 lakh
mobile connections.
While 67,000 dealers
have been blacklisted,
300 FIRs have been filed
against SIM card dealers
since May 2023.
The Union Minister
further said that What-
sApp on its own blocked
around 66,000 accounts
that were involved in
fraudulent activities.
“Gyanvapi cannot be
solved out-of-court”
ANI
Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh)
Representing Hindu side
in Gyanvapi case, Advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar
JainsaidonThursdaythat
an out-of-court settlement
in the Gyanvapi issue is
not legally possible under
the CPC. This statement
was made after Jitendra
Singh Bisen, international
president ofVishwaVedic
Sanatan Sangh, wrote to
Anjuman Intejamia pro-
posinganout-of-courtset-
tlement in Gyanvapi case.
“In matters related to
the country and society,
where a representative
suit is filed involving the
society, even if one per-
son or party wants to set-
tle alone, they cannot. So
an out-of-court settlement
is not possible,” he said.
Shillong: A 3.4 magni-
tude earthquake struck
Meghalaya’s Nongpoh
on Thursday. The tem-
blor struck at a depth
of 10 km, west-south-
west of Nongpoh.
“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:3.4, Occurred on
17-08-2023, 14:36:32
IST, Lat: 25.77  Long:
91.44, Depth: 10 Km,
Location: 40km WSW
of Nongpoh, Megha-
laya,” a post on X said.
3.4 magnitude
earthquake hits
Nongpoh in Meghalaya
Faridabad: The police
have arrested eight per-
sons including an assis-
tant manager and an
employee of a private
bank for defrauding
people on the pretext of
providing credit cards.
The arrested individuals
have been identified as
Deepak, Tushar a.k.a.
Goldy, Akshay, Vinay
a.k.a. Jonny, Rupak,
Manish, Kunal and
Ravish, the police said.
8 held for duping
people on pretext of
providing credit cards
Shillong: Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad
K Sangma on Thursday
stressed the importance
of community engage-
ment in driving the
state’s economic model.
CM Sangma said this
while inaugurating the
“The Travellers Nest”
at Kyiem village in
Mawphlang in East
Khasi Hills close to the
famed sacred forests of
the Khasis.
Meghalaya CM
inaugurates
‘Travellers Nest’
Hyderabad: The Tel-
angana State Anti Nar-
cotics Bureau
(TSNAB), along with
Film Nagar police,
nabbed a Nigerian drug
peddler and seized
drugs worth Rs 10.5
lakh and two cell
phones from him on
Wednesday, August 16.
The accused was identi-
fied as Ogbaugu David
Uka, also known as
Pastor Davison or Iwu.
Nigerian drug peddler
arrested in Telangana
state capital
IN BRIEF
New Delhi: The NIA on
Thursday said that an
accused, who was
brought back from Sau-
di Arabia with the help
of Interpol and the CBI,
was wanted in 9 crore
gold smuggling case.
The accused, Mohabbat
Ali, was one of the most
wanted accused and a
Red Corner Notice and
a Look Out Circular had
been issued, in the case
relating to seizure of
18.56 kgs of gold bars
at the Jaipur Airport.
NIA brings smuggling
accused from Saudi
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CINCINNATI MASTERS
Novak Djokovic makes winning return
ANI
Cincinnati [US]
aking his first
match appear-
ance in Cincin-
nati since 2019, the 23-
time Grand Slam cham-
pion Novak Djokovic
clinched a 6-4 opening set
against Alejandro Davi-
dovich Fokina before the
Spaniardretiredinthefirst
game of the second set.
Djokovic, who won
the titles in Cincinnati in
2018 and 2020, will next
meet Frenchman Gael
Monfils on Thursday in a
Round of 16 clash.
Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, returns a shot to Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, of Spain, during their match
of the Western  Southern Open tennis tournament at Lindner Family Tennis Center on Thursday.
M
Kuala Lumpur: A man
in Malaysia has been
sentenced to 702 years
in prison along with 234
cane strokes for the rape
of his two daughters.
According to South Chi-
na Morning Post
(SCMP), the man, aged
53, pleaded guilty to rap-
ing the 2 girls 30 times
from 2018 to 2023.
Man sentenced to
702 years in prison
for raping daughters
New York: New York
City banned TikTok on
government-owned de-
vices, citing security
concerns, joining a
number of U.S. cities
and states that have put
such restrictions on the
short video sharing app.
TikTok also remains
banned in India.
NYC bans TikTok on
govt devices over
security concerns
Kabul: Since the Tali-
ban takeover of Af-
ghanistan in 2021, more
than 200 media outlets
have shut down, with
many of these closures
being attributed to fi-
nancial issues they
faced due to the ongo-
ing economic crisis, Af-
ghanistan-based local
media reported.
Afghanistan: Over 200
media outlets closed
since Taliban takeover
New Delhi: A Russian
court on Thursday im-
posed a 3-million-ruble
($32,000) fine on
Google for failing to
delete allegedly false
information about the
conflict in Ukraine. The
move by a magistrate’s
court follows similar
actions in early August
against Apple and the
Wikimedia Foundation
that hosts Wikipedia.
Russia fines Google
USD 32K for videos on
conflict in Ukraine
New Delhi: Singer Brit-
ney Spears and her hus-
band Sam Asghari have
filed for divorce after 14
months of marriage.
The news was first re-
ported by TMZ and a
source later told the As-
sociated Press news
agency that Mr Asghari
had filed for divorce.
The filing happened on
Wednesday, the outlet
further said. Spears and
Asghari got married in
June 9, 2022, in Thou-
sand Oaks, California.
Britney Spears,
Husband Sam Asghari
File For Divorce
IN BRIEF
Kuala Lumpur: A
small private jet crashed
into a motorbike and a
car while attempting to
land at an airport in the
outskirts of Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur,
leaving at least 10 peo-
ple dead, officials said
on Thursday.
Malaysia:10killedas
planecrashesonroad
San Francisco: X own-
er Elon Musk on Thurs-
day said he will soon
take action on shadow
banning accounts on his
platform. Musk also
apologised for delay in
implementing the chang-
es to stop shadowban-
ning. Being shadow-
banned means you’re
blocked or muted from
social media platform
without being notified.
X will soon address
shadowbanning: Musk
USdelegation’svisitsolidified
bilateralties:IndianAmericans
Indian diaspora hails Modi’s meet with American delegation in India
Agencies
Washington
The ongoing visit to In-
dia of a US Congression-
al delegation led by In-
dianAmerican lawmaker
Ro Khanna has further
solidified the bilateral
ties and underscores a
unique vision that can
serve as a blueprint to ad-
vance the relationship,
according to prominent
community members.
Khanna, the four-term
Congressman represent-
ing Silicon Valley in the
House of Representa-
tives, met PM Narendra
Modi, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar.
During his trips to
New Delhi and Mumbai,
he has met leaders of the
civic society, Bollywood
superstars, including
Amitabh Bachchan, and
the opposition leaders.
“I was honoured to
visit Raj Ghat on India’s
Independence Day to
pay my respects to Ma-
hatma Gandhi, one of the
world’s greatest leaders.
I also had the chance to
lead our delegation at the
Red Fort,” Khanna said.
Indian Community
leader Yogi Chugh said
on Wednesday the visit
of the US delegation fur-
ther solidified the deep
bilateral relationship.
USbacksGermany’s
$3.5billionIsraeli
Air-Defensedeal
Agencies
Florida
Israel said it will proceed
with its largest-ever de-
fense deal after the US
gave approval allowing
Germany to purchase the
Arrow 3 air-defense sys-
tem as part of a $3.5 bil-
lion agreement.
After receiving the US
government’s backing,
Israel’s Defense Ministry
said onThursday that sen-
ior officials from Israel
and Germany will take
part in a ceremony to sign
a letter of commitment.
The Arrow 3 interceptor,
manufactured by Israel
Aerospace Industries, is
being jointly developed
by Israel and the US.
Once Israel  German
parliamentary approvals
are received, the full con-
tract will be ready to sign
by the end of 2023, the
Defense Ministry said.
6-year-old dead
after 9-year-old
shot him with gun
Agencies
Florida
A 9-year-old boy fatally
shot a 6-year-old in the
head this week in Flori-
da. The 9-year-old boy
got hold of a gun inside a
Florida home
The younger child was
rushed to a hospital,
wherehewaspronounced
dead, Jacksonville Sher-
iff's Office Assistant
Chief J.D. Stronko said in
a news conference.
Stronko said that an
adult at home has been
questioned by authori-
ties. There is no indica-
tion of criminal violence
and one has been charged
with a crime.
PTI
Lahore
Pakistani authorities
have arrested 135 people
in connection with the
unprecedented mob at-
tack on 21 churches in
Punjab province even as
the government on
Thursday ordered a high-
level probe into the riots
and promised to “restore”
all the damaged churches
and homes of the minor-
ity Christian community.
An enraged mob ran-
sacked and torched 21
churches  several hous-
es of Christians over
blasphemy allegations in
Jaranwala town of Fais-
alabad district, 130 km
from Punjab’s provincial
capital Lahore.
Agencies
New Delhi
At least 55 people were
killed and 146 others in-
jured in fierce clashes
that erupted in Tripoli
between two militia
groups that back Lib-
ya’s UN-supported gov-
ernment following the
detention of a military
commander, local me-
dia reports said.
Violence broke out in
parts of the capital Trip-
oli late Monday evening
between the 444 Bri-
gade and the Special
Deterrence Force after
the latter reportedly ar-
rested a powerful com-
mander of the 444 Bri-
gade, according to the
local news agency.
135 held, probe
ordered in attacks
on churches and
homes in Pakistan
Fierce clashes
in Libya after
commander's
arrest kill 55
Thousands evacuated as
wildfire spreads in Spain
Agencies
Tenerife
Firefighters on Thursday
struggled to contain a
wildfire that broke out in
a mountainous national
park on the Spanish is-
land of Tenerife, prompt-
ing authorities to evacu-
ate some 3,800 people.
The fire's perimeter
expanded to 31 kilome-
tres (19 miles)across dry
woodland covering both
flanks of steep ravines
near the Mount Teide
volcano - Spain's highest
peak - hampering access
to the area and covering
much of the island with
smoke clouds and ash.
The fire has burned
through 2,600 hectares
(6,425 acres) of land.
Singaporenabs10,
seizes$734massets
In Money Laundering Probe
Agencies
Singapore
Singapore's police said
they have seized S$1 bil-
lion ($734.32 million) in
assets from a gang of for-
eigners laundering pro-
ceeds from organised
crime, including plush
bungalows in the most
sought-after addresses,
bundles of cash, luxury
cars, jewellery, handbags
and gold bars. In one of its
biggest money-launder-
ing cases, police said 400
officers fanned out across
Singapore and launched
simultaneous raids on
residences across the city-
state, from the Orchard
Road shopping belt to the
resort island of Sentosa.
PTI
Paris
Indian recurve archers
clinched two bronze
medals in the men's and
women's team events at
the World Cup Stage 4,
here on Thursday.
    Indian men's re-
curve team of Dhiraj
Bommadevara, Atanu
Das and Tushar Shelke
defeated Spain's Andres
Temino, Yun Sanchez
and Pablo Acha 6-2 (54-
56, 57-55, 56-54, 57-55)
in the bronze medal
play-off. The second-
seeded Indian men's
team misfired an arrow
in their semifinal loss
against Chinese Taipei
to miss out on a gold
medal match.     The In-
dian trio lost out in
straight sets 0-6 (54-56,
47-58, 55-56).
Indian archers bag 2 bronze ‘I am right PM to lead UK
via technological change’
AFI chief Adille
elected as World
Athletics VP PTI
London
Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak has insisted that he
is the right person for the
UK’s top job, especially
at a time of rapid techno-
logical change and tough
economic challenges, as
he gets back into the full
swing of work after a
rare family holiday in
California, US.
“I think I’m the right
person, the right Prime
Minister, at a time when
technological change is
so important to help lead
the country through that
change so we can benefit
from it,” Rishi Sunak
told a local newspaper.
PTI
Budapest
Adille Sumariwalla on
Thursday became a
member of the powerful
World Athletics Execu-
tive Board after he was
elected as one of the four
vice presidents, the high-
est post occupied by an
Indian in the global track
and field governing body.
He received third highest
number of votes cast dur-
ing the WA elections.
Five Indians among 2023 Int’l
YoungEco-Heroawardwinners
PTI
Washington
Five youths from India
have been named among
17 teen environmental
activists from across
the globe to receive the
2023 International
Young Eco-Hero Award
who have taken initia-
tives to tackle the world's
most pressing environ-
mental challenges.
The young eco-warri-
ors who were recognised
for their efforts by the
United States based non-
profit organisation, Ac-
tion For Nature, are
Eiha Dixit from Meerut,
Manya Harsha from
Bengaluru, Nirvaan
Somany and Mannat
Kaur from New Delhi
and Karnav Rastogi
from Mumbai.
Ro Khanna, Indian American lawmaker.
Pine trees burn in a forest fire in Candelaria on the island of
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain on Thursday.
Indian men’s recurve team of Dhiraj Bommadevara, Atanu Das
and Tushar Shelke.
Rishi Sunak, UK Prime Minister.
The young eco-warriors were recognised for their efforts by the
US-based non-profit organisation.
Cash, cars and homes seized in Singapore-money laundering raids.
INDIAN NAMED BALLOT
ACCESS COUNSEL
Washington: US
President Joe Biden
has named a promi-
nent Indian-American lawyer
Varoon Modak as the senior
counsel for
ballot access
for the Biden-
Harris 2024
re-election
campaign. Va-
roon currently
works as a counsel at Elias
Law Group where he advises
federal and nonfederal can-
didates, party committees,
and PACs on ballot access
and campaign finance is-
sues. The announcement
is integral to Team Biden-
Harris' efforts to engage and
energise the president's key
supporters around the coun-
try ahead of next year's race
for the White House.
AIR PISTOL TEAM
CLINCHES BRONZE
Baku (Azerbaijan):
The Indian men’s
10m air pistol
team, comprising Shiva
Narwal, Sarabjot Singh
and Arjun Singh Cheema
won the country its first
medal — a bronze — in
the ISSF World Champion-
ship, which got underway
here on Thursday. Their
aggregate score of 1,734
was nine points adrift of
Germany, who clinched the
silver medal.China took the
gold medal in the event.
It is said to be the largest-ever defense deal with Germany.
Police official at crime scene.
90 FLIGHTS CANCELLED, 23 DIVERTED AS STORM
CAUSES FLOODS AT GERMANY AIRPORT
Frankfurt: Germany's biggest airport was Thurs-
day scrambling to book passengers on new flights
after a massive storm caused dozens of cancella-
tions, and also triggered flooding that deluged streets and
toppled trees. The storm swept over southwest Germany.
Frankfurt Airport said it was forced to axe 90 flights while
23 more were rerouted to land at other airports.
1. Eiha Dixit
2. Manya Harsha
3. Nirvaan
Somany
4. Mannat Kaur
5. Karnav Rastogi
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CMAshok Gehlot  during
the block level sports
competition organised
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Rural and Urban Olym-
pics-2023 at Mundia
Ramsar on Thursday.
said that through the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Rural and Ur-
ban Olympic Games, the
sporting talents of vil-
lages are also getting a
chance to come forward.
“The players who excel
in these competitions
will be prepared for inter-
national competitions by
giving them high level
training.Youth and sports
are among the main pri-
orities of state govern-
ment. It is our vision to
make Rajasthan No.1
state in all fields includ-
ing sports by the year
2030. Masses should
come forward and give
suggestions for vision
document for the year
2030,” Gehlot said.
About 60 lakh players
of all age groups have
registered in the Rajiv
Gandhi Olympics this
time including 25 lakh
women players. A posi-
tive atmosphere is being
created towards sports in
the State and a new sports
culture is being devel-
oped,” CM Gehlot said.
CM Ashok Gehlot addresses during the block level sports competition organised under Rajiv Gandhi Rural  Urban Olympics-2023
at Mundiya Ramsar village on Thursday. Lalchand Kataria, Ashok Chandna, Ganga Devi, Alok Beniwal, Gopal Meena, Raju Dhaka,
Heeranand Kataria, Deepak Hooda, Kamal Kishore Pareek, Sada Rathore and others were present. 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot being greeted by the participants
during the Rajiv Gandhi Rural and Urban Olympics-2023 at
Mundiya Ramsar village on Thursday.
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Every once in a while we should reflect if what
we say and do makes a difference, a positive
difference and impact.
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Shivendra Parmar
Jaipur
The Rajasthan Housing
Board was awarded two
more international titles
in Singapore on Wednes-
day. RHB Commissioner
Pawan Arora was
honoured with the ‘Ex-
emplary Leadership and
CSR InitiativeAward’by
theWorld HRD Congress
at a grand event held at
Hotel Pan Pacific, Singa-
pore. RHB bagged
‘Asia’s Best Employer
Brand Award-2023’ too.
Like every time, this time
too the RHB Commis-
sioner sent senior offi-
cials abroad. Additional
Chief Town Planner Anil
Mathur, Addl Chief En-
gineer VijayAgarwal and
Deputy Financial Advi-
sor OP Butoliya received
the honour on behalf of
the Commissioner.
RHB receives‘Asia’s Best Employer
Brand Award-2023’in Singapore
Urmila Jain Bhaya, Jyoti Paras, Mustafa Khan, Jyoti Paras, Pramod Charan and Vishal Mathur
during the ‘Baran Ke Ratna Samman’ award ceremony organised by the First India News at
Hariyali Resort in Baran on Thursday.
Pramod Jain Bhaya
addresses during the mega
event on Thursday.
First India besides delivering news, also
honourssociety’sexemplarytalent:Bhaya
Hanspal Yadav and
Pradeep Sharma
Baran
The ‘Baran Ke Ratna
Samman’ award cere-
mony was organised by
First India News Chan-
nel at Hariyali
Resort in
Baran. Mines
M i n i s t e r
Pramod Jain
Bhaya, Zila Pramukh
Urmila Jain, Municipal
Council President Jyoti
Paras,Anta Palika Pres-
ident Mustafa Khan,
Saras Dairy MD
Pramod Charan attend-
ed the programme.
“First India News
Channel is such a plat-
form of Jagdeesh Chan-
dra ji’s dreams which
along with delivering
news, also honours the
exemplary talent of the
society,” Mines Minis-
ter Pramod Jain Bhaya
said and congratulated
the First India team of
Baran district for excel-
lent news coverage.
Bhaya also said that
he has taken up the re-
sponsibility for the ser-
vice of mother cow con-
sidering it as a big re-
sponsibility. He told
about cow protection
conference and Nandi
Goshalas etc.
In the two-hour long
programme, people
were honoured
for their exem-
plary contribu-
tion in various
fields includ-
ing education, medi-
cine, politics were fe-
licitated with a ‘shawl’
and a ‘memento.’ Po-
lice personnel were
also honoured for their
contribution towards
the society.
Besides Kota Bureau
Chief of First India
News Channel, Bhawan
S Charan, Baran Bureau
Chief Hanspal Yadav
First India team of
Jaipur, all the in-charg-
es were present. At the
end of the ceremony,
Bhanwar S Charan and
Hanspal Yadav deliv-
ered a vote of thanks to
all the guests.
Pramod Jain Bhaya affectionately blesses a girl child during the ‘Baran Ke Ratna Samman’
felicitation ceremony held at Baran on Thursday. Also seen are Urmila Jain, Mustafa Khan,
Jyoti Paras, Pramod Charan, Vishal Mathur and Imran.
RHB officials Anil Mathur, Vijay Agarwal and OP Butoliya receive
the award on behalf of RHB Commissioner Pawan Arora, who
was honoured with the ‘Exemplary Leadership and CSR Initiative
Award’ by the World HRD Congress as well as the ‘Asia’s Best
Employer Brand Award-2023’ given to RHB during a grand event
held at Hotel Pan Pacific in Singapore.
Urmila Jain Bhaya being felicitated by Vishal Mathur, Bhanwar
S Charan, Hanspal Yadav  Imran during the ‘Baran Ke Ratna
Samman’ award ceremony held at Hariyali Resort in Baran.
Till 4 years ago, there
was a suggestion to
shut down the RHB,
Board officials are
now receiving awards
in country  abroad.
The zeal of the RHB
personnel have turned
‘impossible’ to
‘possible.’
PAWAN ARORA,
RHB COMMISSIONER
Historical decisions
taken by the State
government have
encouraged the
development of sports
sector in the State.
Other States are also
following the sports
policies of the State of
Rajasthan.
The players are
getting excellent
opportunities in the
State. Excellent sports
infrastructure is
being created in
Rajasthan due to
the welfare oriented
policies of the State
government.
ASHOK CHANDNA,
SPORTS MINISTER
LALCHAND KATARIA,
AGRICULTURE MINISTER
‘Responsibilities
assigned to leaders
as per their qualities’
MinMeghwal ConvenorofBJP’s
‘Pradesh SankalpPatraSamiti’ First India Bureau
Jaipur
BJP Raj incharge Arun
Singh when asked about
possible responsibility of
VasundharaRajetowhich
he replied bluntly, “Re-
sponsibilities to leaders
are given according to
their qualities. ‘Vasund-
hara Raje will campaign
for party across Raj and
hold party meets.” Now
what responsibility will
Vasundhara Raje get in
Rajasthan? Will Madam
really be made Chairman
of Rajasthan Election
Campaign Committee?
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur
BJP's poll in-charge for
State, Pralhad Joshi said
that Union Minister Ar-
jun Ram
M e g h w a l
will be Con-
venor of
p a r t y ' s
' P r a d e s h
Sankalp Patra Samiti'.
RS members Ghanshyam
Tiwari  Dr Kirodi Lal
Meena,Alka Gurjar, Rao
Rajendra Singh, Subhash
Maharia, PL Saini  Ra-
khi Rathore have been
made co-convenors in
25-member manifest
panel. In poll manage-
ment panel headed by
Narayan Panchariya, OS
Lakhawat, Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore, BL Shar-
ma, Damodar Agarwal,
CM Meena  KL Bair-
wal are co-convenors.
STATE ELECTION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
MEMBERS OF ‘SANKALP PATRA SAMITI’
Former MP and BJP State Vice-President Na-
rayan Pacharia has been made the Convenor
of the State Election Management Committee.
Onkar Singh Lakhawat on the post of co-convenor,
BJP’s national spokesperson MP Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore, State General Secretary Bhajan Lal Sharma,
Damodar Agarwal, CM Meena and Kanhaiyalal Ber-
wal, Rajendra Singh Shekhawat, Pramod Vashisht,
Shankar Aggarwal, Anand Sharma, Pankaj Gupta,
Nirmal Sharma, Laxmikant Bhardwaj, Sunil Kothari,
Hirendra Kaushik, Dhanraj Solanki, Nirmal Nahata,
Abhishek Rawat, Dr Apoorva Singh and Sneha Kam-
boj were appointed as members of the Committee.
Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal has been
made the convenor of the ‘Sankalp Patra
Samiti.’ Rajya Sabha MPs Ghanshyam Tiwari,
Dr Kirodi Lal Meena, Alka Singh Gurjar, Rao Rajen-
dra Singh, Subhash Maharia, Prabhu Lal Saini and
Rakhi Rathore have been appointed as Co-convenors.
Whereas, Sushil Katara, Himanshu Sharma, Ashok
Ramdas Agarwal, Ratan Lal Gadri, Ramgopal Suthar,
Prabhu Dhobi (Badowalia), Mohan Nai Jaswant Bish-
noi, Khemraj Desai, Ashok Verma, CM Meena, Mamta
Sharma, Prakash Mali, Shyam Singh Chauhan, Dr.
Manan Chaturvedi, Sardar Jasbir Singh and Dr SS
Aggarwal have been appointed as members.
Arora embarks...
Jagdeesh Chandra,
the esteemed CMD
and Editor-in-
Chief of First India
News, will contin-
ue to steer the
channel’s editorial
direction, ensuring
a seamless transi-
tion and maintain-
ing the channel’s
commitment to de-
livering unbiased
and impactful
news to the mass-
es. Director of
First India News
Virendra Choud-
hary also conveyed
his heartfelt con-
gratulations to
Pawan Arora on
his new role. Aro-
ra’s exceptional
track record and
commitment to ex-
cellence, demon-
strated during his
tenure with the
Housing Board,
will undoubtedly
contribute to the
further growth and
success of First In-
dia News under his
leadership. As he
steps into this new
chapter, the indus-
try watches with
anticipation to wit-
ness the impact of
PawanArora’s ten-
ure in the realm of
media.
Rajasthan to...
CM Gehot said, “Today,
villages  towns in re-
mote areas of Raj are be-
ing connected by a safe 
smooth road system.”
“ State govt is laying a
network of high-quality
roads for safe and smooth
travel without accidents.
Due to this, a positive en-
vironment has been cre-
ated for the investors and
the state is setting new
dimensions of develop-
ment,” he said.State govt
is working with a vision
to make Rajasthan one of
the leading states by
2030,” CM said.
PWD Min BL Jatav
said that with inaugura-
tion of 153 road devp
works at a cost of Rs
4,817 cr, devp will get a
new momentum in Raj.
“Toll nakas are a big
problem. Fast tag system
has been successful. I
have received Gadkari
ji’s letter  he has asked
State govt to mobilise re-
sources at its own level. I
will again write a letter to
Gadkari ji demanding
that Raj’s State High-
ways should be convert-
ed into National High-
ways. Decision to refill
Ramgarh Dam has cre-
ated a jovial atmosphere
in Jaipur,” the CM said.
FROM P1…
FROM P1…
CM Ashok Gehlot also announces construction of Rampratap Kataria Stadium at a cost of `10 crore
Rajiv Gandhi Olympics-2023
WillmakeRajNo.1inSportsby2030:CM
Responsibility has been
given to prominent BJP
leaders. We will conduct
polls together  benefit
from all experiences. We
don’t just make
announcements like
Congress, but take all
sections along.
GS SHEKHAWAT,
UNION MINISTER
TO WHAT LEVEL WILL CENTRE GO TO RENAME
WORKS DONE BY ITS PREDECESSOR PMs?: CM
On Thursday, Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot tar-
geted the Central government and made a post
on social media. Gehlot said, “To what level
will the central government go to rename the works
done by its predecessor PMs. It is beyond comprehen-
sion and this is an unfortunate situation. Any Prime
Minister should be proud that this country got the first
Prime Minister like Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru who laid
the foundation of a strong India in 17 years of tenure
and created premier institutes and projects including
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam, IIT, IIM, BARC, BHEL, Plan-
ning Commission and Bhakra Nangal Dam,which have
a key role in India’s development. Non Align Movement
(NAM) ) and the principles of Panchsheel are the gift
of Pandit Nehru. Pakistan, which became indepen-
dent along with India, is on the verge of destruction
today. There is not even food available for the public.
It can’t be understood that such a great person who
lived in the house for 16 years and the place itself is
recognised as Nehru ji’s Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library; what then does he want to achieve by renam-
ing it as the Prime Minister’s Museum and Library?”
GOVT TRYING TO
FULFIL EVERY DEMAND
OF PUBLIC: GEHLOT
CM Gehlot inter-
acted with media
saying, “There is
enthusiasm among people
towards rural and urban
Olympic Games. Grand-
parents playing together for
the first time. Women are
also actively participating
in sports. For the first time
such a big sports event
is being organised in Raj.
The government is trying
to fulfill every demand of
the public. Our government
is moving forward with the
mission of 2030. Rajasthan
will be included in leading
states of India by 2030. In
economic management,
Rajasthan stands at num-
ber 2 in the country.
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AN EVENING TO REMEMBER!
agdeeshChandraalongwithCelebrity
GuestMallikaSinghfelicitatedthe
deservingonesfromvariousindustryatFirst
IndiaandBharat24FoodHospitalityawards
presentedbyBikajiatRambaghPalace! P10-11
J
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eheriya, an an-
cient tie-dye
art form origi-
nating from
the culturally
rich land of Rajasthan, In-
dia, holds within its mes-
merizing patterns a deep-
rooted traditional signifi-
cance. This enchanting
fashion trend has tran-
scended time, captivating the
hearts of both locals and fash-
ion enthusiasts worldwide. Let
us delve into the world of Le-
heriya fashion and unravel the
profound cultural significance
it carries.
Leheriya, derived from the
word “Leher” meaning wave,
is aptly named, as it beauti-
fully replicates the rhyth-
mic flow of waves on fab-
ric. The process involves
tying the cloth in a distinc-
tive manner before dyeing
it, resulting in wavy, un-
dulating lines that evoke
a sense of movement and
fluidity. The intricate
craftsmanship involved in
creating these patterns is a
testament to the skilled arti-
sans who have honed their craft
over generations.
Rajasthan, the colorful
jewel of India, celebrates its
festivals and traditions
with exuberance and fer-
vor. Leheriya, with its vi-
brant hues and lively pat-
terns, becomes an inte-
gral part of these cele-
brations. During festivals like
Holi, Teej, and Gangaur, men
and women alike adorn them-
selves in Leheriya turbans,
ghagras, sarees, and odhnis,
immersing themselves in the
joyous spirit of the occasion.
Beyond its aesthetic allure, Le-
heriya holds deep symbolic
meaning and cultural signifi-
cance.
In Rajasthan, Leheriya is be-
lieved to bring good luck and
ward off negative energies. It is
considered auspicious to wear
Leheriya during weddings, fes-
tivals, and other important cer-
emonies, bestowing blessings
upon the wearer.
As the world embraces mo-
dernity, Leheriya stands as a
cultural anchor, preserving the
age-old traditions of Rajasthan.
In recent years, Leheriya has
transcended geographical
boundaries, capturing the atten-
tion of fashion enthusiasts
worldwide. Renowned design-
ers have incorporated Leheriya
patterns into contemporary
clothing, breathing new life
into this ancient art form.
Leheriya fashion is more than just a
trend; it is a timeless tapestry that
weaves together the cultural heritage
and traditions of Rajasthan. With its
captivating patterns and vibrant
colors, City First highlights Leheriya
as a celebration of life, joy, and
auspiciousness!
Mitali
Dusad
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
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SAVOURING
EXCELLENCE!
Presented by Bikaji Foods, the “First India and Bharat24
Food and Hospitality Awards” was a grand event at
Sawai Man Mahal, Rambagh Palace Jaipur. Glimpses
captured by City First showcase Jagdeesh Chandra and
Celebrity Guest Mallika Singh along with Anita Hada,
honouring outstanding individuals and organisations on
Saturday, August 12. The event celebrated exceptional
dedication in the dynamic food and hospitality sector!
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate Rajmahal Palace RAAS, Jaipur for The Best Luxury Boutique Hotel Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate I.H.M Wala for The Best Biryani (Catering)
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate Dyore for The Most Promising, Stay  Lounge Bar
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
Suvarna Mahal (Rambagh Palace Jaipur) for The Most Luxurious Indian Fine Dining Restaurant in a 5 Star
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate The Royal Root (Crowne Plaza Jaipur) for The Best North Indian (Premium Dining)
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Priyanshi Khandelwal for The Best Home Baker {Designer Cakes}
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Notion, Jaipur for The Best Restro-Lounge with Global Cuisine
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
Road House (Holiday Inn Jaipur City Centre) for The Best Bar  Grill, in a 5 Star Hotel
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
Safari Group of Hotels for The Best, Premium Boutique Hotel for Events
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
The Lake Palace, Udaipur for The Most Iconic Heritage, 5 Star Hotel
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Santé, Jaipur for Rooftop Lounge with Best Music
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
Umaid Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur for The Best Luxury Hotel
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Le Meridien Jaipur Resort  Spa for The Best 5 Star Resort for MICE
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika SIngh felicitate
Tokio Jaipur for The Best Restro Lounge (Dancing)
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
The Marinade Company for The Best Homemade, Marinade Food Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate Labonne Bouche for The Best Patisserie
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Jaipur Modern for The Best Gourmet Food Restaurant
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
Marble Arch (Jai Mahal Palace) for The Most Beautiful Multi-Cuisine Restaurant
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate OTH for The Most Loved Cafe
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate Town Coffee, Jaipur for The Best Cafe
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate
Latest Recipe (Le Méridien Jaipur) for The Best All-Day Dining Restaurant
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
The Shagun Sweets for The Most Loved, Bengali Sweets Shop
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate Saugaat by Brown
Sugar for The Most Promising Caterers; Brown Sugar Jaipur for The Best Bakery
Jagdeesh Chandra and Mallika Singh felicitate The Tattoo Cafe for The Best Cafe at a Heritage Property
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate The Johari Jaipur for The Best Indian Vegetarian Restaurant
Jagdeesh Chandra, Anita Hada and Mallika Singh felicitate
The Leela Palace Jaipur for The Best Luxury Resort for Leisure Travel
MUKESH KIRADOO  SUNIL SHARMA
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