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AFTER LODGING FIR,
CBI BEGINS PROBE
The CBI probe team arrives at accident site; the Railway officials
had hinted at possible “sabotage” behind the triple train accident
Reports say Moscow
is doing this to
improve weapons to
use against Ukraine
First India Bureau
Balasore/New Delhi
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Tuesday took over the in-
vestigation into the hor-
rific 3-train crash on Fri-
day in Odisha’s Balasore
that killed 278. The CBI
probe team arrived at the
accident site this morning
and filed a case under the
Indian Penal Code.
The Odisha police
have filed an FIR with
charges of “causing death
by negligence and endan-
gering life” in this regard.
The CBI stepping in is
a significant move as of-
ficials say only a detailed
probe by a top agency
can establish criminal
tampering, if any, with
the point machine or the
electronic interlocking
system, or if the train
changed tracks due to re-
configuration or a signal-
ing error.
CBI ofﬁcials interact with RPF personnel during the
investigation into the triple-train accident, near Bahanga
Bazar railway station in Balasore district, on Tuesday. PTI
Russia is reimporting missile parts from India and Myanmar.
The Railways said
that according to the
initial investigation,
the accident was the
result of a signalling
problem and there
was no collision.
The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
registered a case on the request of Ministry of
Railways, consent of the Odisha government and
further orders from DoPT (Govt. of India) relating
to the train accident involving Coromandel
Express, Yashwantpur-Howrah Express and a
goods train at Bahanaga Bazar in the state of
Odisha on 2nd June, 2023
THE CBI SPOKESPERSON
CONGRESS AGAIN
TARGETS CENTRE
The Congress has
again targeted the
Centre for recom-
mending a CBI probe
into the Odisha train
tragedy. At a presser
on Tuesday, Congress
spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said that Rail-
way Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw should take
moral responsibility
and step down.
Is Russia buying back
missile parts from India?
First India Bureau
New Delhi
ItissuspectedthatRussiais
buying back military sup-
plies previously shipped
toIndia and Myanmar for
use against Ukraine. An
analysis of customs clear-
ance data indicates this, re-
ports have said.
The analysis found re-
cords of Russian repur-
chases of parts for tanks
and missiles that had been
exported to India and My-
anmar. Russia may be re-
importing the compo-
nents to improve older
weapons destined for use
in Ukraine, relying on
help from countries with
which it has long-stand-
ing military ties.
 Russian is repurchasing
parts for tanks and missiles
that had been exported to
India and Myanmar.
 Russia appears to be
struggling to procure the
necessary components as a
result of trade sanctions.
 Russia is weapons’ 3rd
largest exporter and India is
biggest customer, alone ac-
counting for 35% of Russia’s
overseas arms shipments.
WHAT EQUIPMENT IS
RUSSIA LOOKING FOR?
Russia’s machine-
building design
bureau purchased
six components for night-
vision sight for its missiles
from the Indian defence
ministry in August and
November 2022, reports
said. These parts, manu-
factured by Russia, were
valued at $150,000 and
reportedly ensure that the
missiles can perform at
night and in low light.
UKRAINE CITY FLOODED
AFTER DAM BLOWN UP
The Russian-occu-
pied city of Nova
Kakhovka in south-
ern Ukraine — home to the
dam that Moscow and Kyiv
have accused each other
of targeting — is “ﬂooded”,
ofﬁcials told media on Tues-
day. “The city is ﬂooded,”
Vladimir Leontyev, the
Russian-installed head of
the city administration, told
media. He said residents
have been evacuated.
WORST TRAIN MISHAP IN LAST TWO DECADES
The accident, involving two passenger trains and
a goods train, had killed 278 people and injured
more than 1000 on last Friday. On Saturday, after
inspecting the accident site, PM Narendra Modi said that
strictest action will be taken against those found guilty.
Every initiative of NDA Govt reflects our belief
in limitless potential of Nari Shakti: PM Modi
6 arrested as NCB busts
LSD trafficking network
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday shared
various articles, graphics,
videos and information
regarding the measure
taken for women em-
powerment in the last 9
years of the NDA Gov-
ernment.
Every initiative of the NDA Government reﬂects our
belief in the limitless potential of our Nari Shakti.
Their dreams are building a stronger, inclusive and
brighter India. Do see the NaMo App for interesting content
on #9YearsOfWomenLedDevelopment.
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
Modi govt gave 27 cr Mudra
loans to women: Amit Shah
The Narendra Modi
government has dis-
bursed 27 crore Mudra
loans to women entrepre-
neurs who have empow-
ered the Indian economy
with their “womanly
force”, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said on
Tuesday. The Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana
(PMMY) is a scheme
launched by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
April 8, 2015, to provide
loans up to Rs 10 lakh to
non-corporate, non-farm
small and micro enter-
prises.
Kota: Three die
while cleaning
sewerage
Bhanwar S Charan
Kota
Four sewerage workers
fell into the sewerage and
three of them died later
due to suffocation in
Kunhadi area of Kota on
Tuesday evening. The
rescue team of the Kota
municipal corporation
pulled out the laborers
from a depth of 25 feet
with the help of a rope.
All were taken to MBS
Hospital, where doctors
declared 3 brought dead.
MORE ON P3
ED officers get evidence in money
transactions, to file prelim inquiry
First India Bureau
Jaipur
EnforcementDirectorate’s
searches in the paper leak
case continued in Ra-
jasthanonTuesdayaswell.
Importantdocumentshave
beenfoundfromthehouse
of Rajasthan Public Ser-
vice Commission (RPSC)
member Babulal Katara,
mastermindSureshDhaka
and Suresh Kumar Vish-
noi. ED has sealed the
residenceandofficesofthe
accused.
The ED team is likely
to interrogate some lead-
ers in Jaipur and their ac-
quaintances. In Jaipur, the
ED team is conducting
searches at four places.
The probe is going on
in 28 places in Jaipur,
Udaipur, Ajmer, Jalore,
Dungarpur,Banswaraand
Sirohi. ED officials are
collecting information
about statements and fi-
nancial transactions of the
relatives of the accused.
In preliminary probe,
information about some
new people related to the
accused has come to
light. Evidence of paper
leak and money transac-
tions has been found.
According to sources,
a relative of a big leader
of the state may be ques-
tioned. The ED found a
lot of evidence during the
search yesterday.
PAPER LEAK CASE
New Delhi: The Narcot-
ics Control Bureau has
arrested six people, in-
cluding a girl, a student
of a private university in
Noida and a Jaipur-based
mastermind. The NCB
seized 15,000 blots of
LSD worth several crore
rupees from them.
This is a pan-India
drug trafficking network
connected to an interna-
tional chain that primar-
ily operates on the dark-
net, said officials.
The commercial quan-
tity of LSD is six blots,
indicating that the cur-
rent seizure is 2,500
times higher than this
threshold. In addition,
2.232 kg marijuana and
Rs 4.55 lakh in cash were
recovered, and Rs 20
lakh held in various bank
accounts were frozen.
EXERCISE AIMED AT
IMPROVING WEAPONS
ODISHA TRAIN
TRAGEDY
You read it in First india on
JUNE 06, 2023
ED is likely to grill
some leaders & their
aides in Jaipur
SURINAME’S HIGHEST CIVILIAN
AWARD FOR PREZ MURMU
President Droupadi Murmu has been
conferred with Suriname’s highest
civilian award by President Chandri-
kapersad Santokhi. P6
STATEMENTS OF WFI CHIEF’S
AIDES, WORKERS RECORDED
The Delhi Police visited residence of
WFI chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
in Gonda and recorded the state-
ments of his aides and workers. P6
India and Germany have explored ways to
co-develop key military platforms with mega plan
to procure 6 stealth conventional submarines.
Dear Readers,
As we
complete
four years
of First In-
dia, since
2019, it
gives us
great pleasure to inform
all of you that with your
support, First India is
today counted among
the opinion makers and
is a favourite with the
relevant readership. It
has carved a niche with
the perfect mixture of
national & regional
news and is a frontrun-
ner in the entertainment
and Fashion sections. As
we enter our ﬁfth year,
we assure you that we
will continue to bring
the best of the state, the
nation and the world
at your doorstep and
ﬁngertips. Here, we pre-
sent you your favourite
newspaper in a new look
and ﬂavour.
We thank each one of
you for your continued
support.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
Editor-in-Chief
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
Indian captain Rohit
Sharma and Australian
skipper Pat Cummins
ahead of World Test
Cricket Championship, in
London, on Tuesday.
Cyclone to develop
in Arabian Sea today
Ahmedabad: All ports
in Gujarat have been
asked to hoist a warn-
ing signal as a depres-
sion formed in Arabian
Sea is likely to intensify
into a cyclonic storm.
BSFjawankilled,2
soldiershurtinfiring
Imphal: A BSF jawan
was killed and two As-
sam Rifles personnel
injured in an encounter
with suspected Kuki in-
surgents in Manipur’s
Serou area on Tuesday.
IN BRIEF
CABINET DECISIONS
CM Gehlot opens
‘goodie bag’for
personnel among
other decisions
NOW GOVT EMPLOYEES TO GET FULL
PENSION AFTER 25 YRS SERVICE
Naresh Sharma
Jaipur
ajasthan govt
employees will
nowgetfullben-
efit of pension after 25
years of service instead of
28years.Thedecisionwas
taken in a cabinet meeting
herechairedbyCMAshok
Gehlot on Tuesday night.
Cabinet approved the pro-
posal to amend Rajasthan
Civil Services (Pension)
Rules, 1996.
With this, the employ-
ees will be eligible to get
the benefit of full pension
on retirement after com-
pleting 25 years of ser-
vice. The qualifying ser-
vice period before the
amendment was 28 years.
Also, 75 year old pen-
sioners/family pension-
ers will be able to get 10
percent additional pen-
sion allowance. In case
of death of the personnel/
pensioner, his/her mar-
ried disabled son/daugh-
ter and eligible members
earning up to Rs.12,500
per month will also be
able to get the benefit of
family pension. TURN TO P7
CM Ashok Gehlot, Bhanwar Singh Bhati, Govind Singh Dotasra,
Pratap Singh Khachariyawas and others at the inauguration of
the regional ofﬁce of Vidyut Mandal Mazdoor Federation on
Tuesday. MUKESH KIRADOO
R
Increase in the special pay of the employees
Vacancies of Backward, OBC will be forwarded for 3 yrs
Work-charged employees will get pay scale, and desig-
nation on the lines of regular employees
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GOVERNOR IN MOUNT ABU
Citizens need to be aware of cleanliness: Guv
Kamlesh Prajapat
Sirohi
overnor Kalraj
Mishra on
Tuesday inau-
gurated a Swacchta Ab-
hiyan at Nakki Lake in
Mt. Abu. The governor,
who is in Mt. Abu dur-
ing the summer season,
is taking part in various
programmes organised
in the city. Kalraj Mishra
also planted a sapling on
this occasion and ap-
pealed to people to save
the environment. “All
the citizens of the state
need to be aware of
cleanliness. They should
protect the environ-
ment,” said Governor
Kalraj Mishra. District
Collector Dr Bhanwar-
lal, Superintendent of
Police Jyestha Maitri
and other officials of
district administration
were also present on the
occasion.
Shivendra Parmar
Rajsamand
Gopalan Minister
Pramod Jain Bhaya on
Tuesday said that the Ra-
jasthan government un-
der the leadership of
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot is committed to
the economic and social
upliftment of the milk
producers of the state.
He was speaking at the
foundation stone laying
ceremony of a new dairy
plant in Rajsamand. As-
sembly Speaker CPJoshi,
Agriculture Minister Lal-
chand Kataria, and Coop-
erative Minister Uday Lal
Anjana were also present
in the programme.
Dr CP Joshi empha-
sized on increasing the
income of milk-produc-
ing farmers by purchas-
ing animals of advanced
breed.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Brushing aside the spec-
ulation of former deputy
Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot forming his own
party, Minister Murari
Lal Meena termed this as
baseless. “We are all sol-
diers of the Congress
party. Two leaders (Ge-
hlot and Pilot) have met
the party high command.
We all will content elec-
tion together,” he said.
Meena was with Pilot in
Manesar during the re-
bellion of 2020.He said
every year, on June 11,
the leaders gather to pay
tributes to Rajesh Pilot
on his death anniversary
and condolence meet is
organised every year.
First India Bureau
Jaipur
RTDC Chairman Dhar-
mendra Rathore on Tues-
day met Principal Secre-
tary PHED DR Subodh
Agarwal with a proposal
of about Rs 300 crore for
a permanent solution to
the drinking water prob-
lem of Ajmer city.
Rathore said that he took
cognizance of the news
about the water problem
and rising above party
politics, and discussed
the issue with Congress
and BJP councilors.
“Being a sensitive
public representative and
government representa-
tive, I made personal
calls to the councilors
and councilor candidates
of Congress and BJP of
Ajmer city,” said
Rathore. He said that af-
ter discussing the reasons
for the water problem of
Ajmer city it was dis-
cussed with authorities to
prepare various drinking
water improvement work
proposals worth about Rs
267 crore.
First India Bureau
Jodhpur
The Assistant Registrar
of the High Court, Ra-
jendra Singh Sankhla,
his daughter and mother
died as the car over-
turned after colliding
with a Nilgai in Jodhpur
on Tuesday evening.
Two people, including
Sankhla’s wife, were in-
jured. The accident hap-
pened in Thabukda of
Banad police station
area. There were 5 peo-
ple in the car.
Sankhla was returning
from Merta to Jodhpur
along with his family. At
6 pm, his car reached to-
wards Thabukda village.
During this, a Nilgai col-
lided with the car.
The car lost its balance
and overturned. Sankhla,
his mother and daughter
died in the accident.
Sankhla’s wife and an-
other were injured. One
injured was referred to
Bhadwasiya Hospital.
First India Bureau
Hanumangarh
Higher Education Minis-
ter Rajendra Yadav on
Tuesday said that when
central investigative
agencies like CBI and
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) enter a state with
anti-BJP ideology, then
either the government’s
countdown has started or
elections are going to be
held in that state.
“In Rajasthan, the ED
made efforts to weaken
the Gehlot government,
but none of them worked
before the strength of
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot. Now, the assem-
bly elections are near, so
ED teams have reached
Rajasthan in the paper
leak case,” said Minister
Rajendra Yadav. The
minister was holding a
press conference in Baby
Happy Modern PG Col-
lege in Hanumangarh.
“The central govern-
ment is using investigat-
ing agencies to target its
opponents. You can ob-
serve that maximum 90
percent action of ED and
CBI has been taken on
opposition leaders,” add-
ed Rajendra Yadav.
Governor Kalraj Mishra inaugurated a Swacchta Abhiyan at Nakki Lake in Mt. Abu on Tuesday.
Governor Kalraj
Mishra also planted a
sapling on this
occasion and
appealed to people
to save the
environment
G
SARAS DAIRY TO START SELLING ICE-CREAM,
RCDF MD SUSHMA ARORA TO LAUNCH TODAY
The Administrator and Managing Director of Rajas-
than Cooperative Dairy Federation Sushma Arora
said in the programme that a state-of-the-art dairy
plant of 50,000 liters per day capacity will be set up on 40
bighas. Arora said that recently a new Rajsamand District
Milk Union has been formed by the state government. The
plant will be set up at a cost of Rs 48 crore and its capacity
can be expanded to one lakh liters per day at a later stage.
Saras dairy will now start selling ice cream. The initiative
will be taken by Jaipur Dugdh Sangh, which will be inaugu-
rated by RCDF MD Sushma Arora.
Pramod Jain Bhaya, Dr CP Joshi, Lalchand Kataria, Udai Lal Anjana,
Sushma Arora & others at the ceremony in Rajsamand on Tuesday.
Dharmendra Rathore met Subodh Agarwal in Jaipur on Tuesday.
Also seen are KD Gupta, Anil Sharma and other ofﬁcials.
Mangled remains of the car in
Jodhpur on Tuesday.
Plant to be set up at a cost
of `48 cr: Pramod Bhaya
Centre using ED
& CBI to target
oppn, says Yadav
New Dairy Plant in Rajsamand
HC assistant registrar, mother and
daughter killed as nilgai hits car
‘`300 cr project to end water problem in Ajmer’
Pilot has no intention of
leaving Congress: Meena
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur
BJP State President CP
Joshi onTuesday claimed
the teacher recruitment
exam paper leak case has
links to the state govt and
that the ED investigation
will reveal many secrets.
The ED on Monday had
carried out searches at
several places in the state
in connection with a
money laundering probe
in the paper leak case.
“The govt had all the
information related to the
paper leak case. It was
involved with the ac-
cused in the paper leak
case, and so, despite so
muchtimehavingpassed,
no effective action was
taken against him,” Joshi
replied when asked about
the ED action.
Exuding confidence in
the ED’s probe, he said,
“Very soon, there will be
big revelations in all cor-
ruption cases, including
that of the paper leak.”
According to a BJP
statement, Joshi alleged
that the land of 19,000
farmers in the state has
been auctioned off as the
govt failed to fulfil its
promise of waiving loans.
CP Joshi addressing party workers in Jaipur on Tuesday.
BJYM to hold Maha
Jan Sampark
Abhiyan in the State
Jaipur: The BJYM will
organise maha jan sam-
park Abhiyan on the oc-
casion of the completion
of its nine years. BJYM
State President Himan-
shu Sharma said that the
Yuva Morcha will pro-
mote the schemes of the
central government in
the month-long Jan sam-
park abhiyan.
Man sent to judicial
custody for trying
to molest minor
Bundi: A man was ar-
rested in Bundi Inder-
garh for trying to molest
a 5-year-old girl but the
timely intervention of
the girl’s grandfather
saved her. The accused,
Feroze, was handed
over to the police.
IN BRIEF
Stategovtinvolved,EDprobe
willrevealsecrets:CPJoshi
BJP leaders on Tuesday again cornered state government
RATHORE:GOVTSHOULD
SUPPORTEDPROBE
KIRODI ALLEGES `5,000-CR SCAM IN IT DEPT,
INVOLVEMENT OF CM GEHLOT’S RELATIVE
Leader of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore
visited Dholpur’s
Sepau and he was warmly
welcomed by BJP leaders.
Rajendra Rathore said,
“Misuse of government funds
is being done in the name
of relief camps, and using
the money for propoganda.”
Rajendra Rathore was
scheduled to reach Gwalior
and take part in a private
program at Union Minister
Narendra Tomar’s place.
Meanwhile, Rathore also
visited Bharatpur and spoke
about REET paper. “An
agency has come which the
government should cooper-
ate with so that the truth
comes out,” he said.
BJP MP Kirodi Lal Meena on Tuesday alleged
a scam of Rs 5,000 crore in the Department of
Information Technology and Communication
in Rajasthan and claimed a relative of Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot was involved in it. Meena said he will
lodge a complaint with the Enforcement Directorate
against the chief minister and his relative in connection
with the alleged scam on Wednesday. He alleged that
fake bills were raised and tenders were ﬂoated in viola-
tion of rules for the procurement of POS machines, GPS
devices used in police vehicles and e-Mitra devices.
PM MODI’s 9 GLORIOUS YEARS, MAFIA RULE IN RAJ: SINGH
“Ever since the Modi
govt came to power,
the country is on a
progressive path. In these
nine years, the progress of
India is such that the name
of the country is taken with
great respect in the world.”
While attacking the Ashok
Gehlot govt, he added,
“The rule of maﬁas has
been established under
the rule of Gehlot govt.The
govt made big promises,
but none of the promises
have been fulﬁlled.
Arun Singh addressing a press conference in Rajsamand on
Tuesday. Also seen are Diya Kumari, Hemraj Meena, Anand Sharma.
ED raids in Rajasthan
100-100 metric ton
capacity godowns to
be built in villages
Jaipur: With a view to
strengthen the storage
capacity in the state,
godowns of 100-100
metric tonnes capacity
will be constructed in
100 village service co-
operative societies.
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has approved Rs
12 crore for this. With
this approval, financial
assistance of Rs 12 lakh
will be made available.
The ED made efforts to
weaken the Gehlot
govt, but none of them
worked before the
strength of CM Gehlot.
The assembly elections
are near, so ED teams
have reached Raj in
the paper leak case.
RAJENDRA YADAV,
HIGHER EDUCATION MINISTER
Rajendra Yadav addressing the media in Hanumangarh on Tuesday.
Massive Dust Storm
The dust storm covered the skies during the day and affected
the visibility and trafﬁc in Jaipur on Tuesday afternoon.
SUNIL SHARMA
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AJMER FILES 92-‘THE FILM’
Lights, camera; Roll controversy!
Shubham Jain
Ajmer
Controversy
has started be-
fore the release
of Ajmer 92 movie
based on the notorious
sex scandal of Ajmer
with the secretary ofAn-
juman, a body of
Khadims of Ajmer Dar-
gah, calling the movie a
political and communal
conspiracy to defame
Ajmer dargah.
The secretary of Anju-
man Syed Zadgan said
that the film was the out-
come of a political and
communal conspiracy to
defame the community.
Chisty said that during
the Karnataka elections,
the Kerala Story was re-
leased and ahead of the
elections in Rajasthan,
Ajmer 92 was being re-
leased. He said that sev-
eral political leaders
were also involved in the
sex scandal.
The Ajmer scandal had
shocked the nation in
1992. Minor Female stu-
dents of Sophia school
were targeted by the ac-
cused, who took their
nude pictures, raped and
blackmailed them. Fa-
rooq and Nafees Chishty
of Chishty family, one of
the richest and powerful
families of the city, ex-
ecuted the whole game
of sexual exploitation
along with their friends.
A
Aquatic Amigos: Animals Know How to Beat the Heat
Wild animals at Nahargarh Biological park captured during playful moments trying to beat the heat on Tuesday. (1) Two Hippos playing in pond. (2) An exotic bird
looking to have a sip from bird feeder. (3) Roaring panthers seen resting in shade to chill self. (4) Deers engrossed in enjoying watermelons. SANTOSH SHARMA
ACBnabsSHO,broker
taking`20,000bribe
Nishu Goyal
Sawai Madhopur
ACB team in Sawai
Madhopur arrested a Ba-
toda police officer and
the broker while taking
a bribe of Rs 20,000.
Sawai Madhopur ACB
ASP Surendra Kumar
Sharma said that they
received a complaint
against Ramkesh Meena
on Monday.
The complainant al-
leged that the police sta-
tion officer was demand-
ing a monthly fine of Rs
80,000 from four people
in return for taking out
four illegal gravel trac-
tor-trolleys along with a
bribe of Rs 20,000.
Meena demanded Rs
20K per tractor every
month for not stopping
gravel tractors through
broker Kunjilal Meena.
A trap was laid and
the ACB team arrested
Meena’s aid Kunjilal
from Batoda bus stand
on Tuesday while ac-
cepting the bribe.
Bharat Dixit
Jaipur
Following two rounds of
talks between the gov-
ernment and the striking
sanitation workers on
Tuesday, the latter have
decided to call off the
strike and return to work
from today.
Minister Mahesh Joshi
said that Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot has signed
the file of the revised no-
tification for the recruit-
ment of cleaning staff
which will be issued by
Friday.
President of United
Valmiki and Safai Shra-
mik Sangh, Nandkishore
Dandoria said that a writ-
ten agreement has been
made in the talks with the
government. The govern-
ment called the sanitation
worker leaders for talks.
Bhanwar S Charan
Kota
The three sewerage
cleaning labourers, who
died on Tuesday, were
taken out of the sewer-
age alive but died later,
said Amjad, who was
part of the rescue team.
The deceased were iden-
tified as Kamal (25),
Galiyan (24), Krire Sin-
gh (20), all residents of
Jhabua in Madhya
Pradesh, died in the ac-
cident whereas Ravi sur-
vived. The corporation
lowered the divers with
the help of a rope to a
depth of 25 feet in the
sewerage pit.
All three were taken
to a hospital where the
doctors declared them
brought dead.
DSP Shankar Lal said
it is a matter of investi-
gation on whose orders
the laborers got into the
line. A case of negli-
gence was registered
against the contracting
company. Meanwhile,
assistance of Rs 10 lakh
eachwasalsoannounced
to the dependents of the
deceased.
Abhishek Shrivastava
Jaipur
The JDA Commissioner
has been authorized for
taking decisions in the
matter of land for land.
The decision in such
matters will be taken at
the level of the commis-
sioner. JDA chairman
Shanti Dhariwal had
given directions to not
send files of such cases
for for various projects
to him for approval.
Accused SHO Ramkesh Meena
and broker Kunjilal Meena
in ACB’s custody in Sawai
Madhopur on Tuesday.
Mahesh Joshi, Munesh Gurjar, and Hridesh K Sharma during meet
with sanitation workers on Tuesday. MUKESH KIRADOO
The bodies of deceased had
to be pulled out with rope.
Lady officer & agri officer
held with `
`25,000 bribe
PK Agarwal
Chittorgarh
The ACB on Tuesday
nabbed the Deputy Di-
rector of Horticulture
Department and an as-
sistant agriculture offic-
er (AAO) in Chittorgarh
while accepting a bribe
of Rs 25,000.
Police informed the
accused, Parvat Dan,
was posted as AAO in
the Horticulture Depart-
ment in Chittorgarh.
“The accused demanded
bribes to approve grants
for installing fountain
plants. Parvat Dan was
caught while accepting a
bribe of Rs 25,000. The
team also arrested Dep-
uty Director of Horticul-
ture Department Laksh-
mi Rathore,” ACB
sleuths informed.
The incident did not
happen in the dargah
but the dargah is
being maligned.
SYED SARWAR CHISHTY
SECY ANJUMAN COMMITTEE
Kota sewerage deaths: Case
filed, `10 lakh in compensation
Mahesh Joshi holds talks with sanitation
staff at JMC Heritage; Strike called off
JDC authorised
to take decisions
on Land for Land
Lakshmi Rathore and Parvat
Dan in custody on Tuesday.
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Many congratulations  to
Hon’ble President Smt.
Droupadi Murmu ji on
receiving Suriname’s highest
civilian honour “Grand Order of
the Chain of the Yellow Star.” This
recognition truly testiﬁes the strong
bond between India & Suriname.
PIYUSH GOYAL
@PIYUSHGOYAL
Had fruitful discussions
with the German Defence
Minister, Mr Boris Pistorius.
His passion for Yoga is commendable.
We discussed regional issues and
our shared priorities. We also agreed
to further strengthen defence co-
operation between India & Germany.
RAJNATH SINGH
@RAJNATHSINGH
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Realize the truth of the scriptures; Learn to be
detached and to take joy in renunciation. Do not
get angry or harm any living creature, but be
compassionate and gentle. Show good will to all.
BHAGAVAD GITA
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PERSPECTIVE
Robin
Roy
The writer is Senior
Journalist and former
Managing Editor, First India
FINDING
A SOLUTION...
It may be recalled that
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on June 1 had
announced that a probe
committee led by a retired High
Court judge would investigate
the recent violence in Manipur
that killed around 75 people
and left many injured. He
said the reasons behind the
violence would be probed.
All stakeholders, in the
interest of the region and
for the country must come
together to ﬁnd an amicable
situation and cannot allow
Manipur to be stuffed into a
pressure-cooker like situation.
The civil society members
from the Kuki-Zomi community
have been pressing for a
“separate administration”
following the violence.
ven as fresh vio-
lence has been
registered in Ma-
nipur, 10 Naga
MLAs from the
state reached the National Cap-
ital a day before their meeting
with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah onTuesday. It is per-
tinent to mention that the Outer
Manipur MP Lorho Pfoze from
the Naga People’s Front (NPF),
a BJP ally is present with these
10 MLAs.
It may be recalled that the
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on June 1 had announced
that a probe committee led by
a retired High Court judge
would investigate the recent
violence in Manipur that killed
around 75 people and left
many injured. He said the rea-
sons behind the violence would
be probed.
Shah also held a press con-
ference before his four-day
visit ended and also announced
several measures for the strife-
torn state. He also visited and
met victims from both the com-
munities of Meitei and Kuki.
Meanwhile, on Sunday, Ku-
ki-Zomi as well as Meitei vil-
lages were burnt and a battle
raged between the Manipuri
commandos and insurgent
groups of the Kuki-Zomi, ac-
cording to Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh.
Insurgent groups that come
under the Suspension of Opera-
tions (SoO) pact with the Cen-
tre and the state government
have, however, denied their role
in the violence. They, however,
also hinted that “village volun-
teers” who defend their areas
and land from aggression or at-
tacks “have been affected”.
One disturbing fact is that if
Manipur’s law and order breaks
down, it will spell a boon for
smugglers across the border.
The recurring violence in Ma-
nipur is only going to be detri-
mental for the peace parleys to
settle the issue. Every time,
fresh violence will keep derail-
ing the truce process.
The more the law and order
in Manipur gets fragile, the
fringe elements will get more
active and this will promote
smugglers, including those who
transport drugs and are active in
the region. It may be noted that
the state shares a porous inter-
national border with Myanmar.
However, the Kuki National
Organisations (KNO), an asso-
ciation of several Kuki insur-
gent groups in the area, have
made it clear they are willing to
go ahead with the peace talks
with the Centre.
It is pertinent to mention
here that a NAB department
report says that 963 drug traf-
fickers, including 195 women,
were arrested under the NDPS
Act between April and June
2019. The state said that around
3,716 acres of illegal poppy
plantation and 5.51 acres of
cannabis were destroyed as
part of its ‘war’ on drugs.
This would have cost around
Rs 260 crore. The destruction
drive is mostly conducted by
joint teams of the Manipur Po-
lice,Assam Rifles and the Nar-
cotics Department, and at vari-
ous times, civil society organi-
sations and student unions also
take part in such drives.
A direct battle between the
insurgent groups and security
forces has not been seen in the
Northeast, in the remaining
states, for decades. Needless to
mention that the violence has
also led to a massive exodus.
It is high-time and unless the
Centre involves itself and takes
fast and decisive action, things
will only worsen the law and
order situation in Manipur.
Meanwhile, in Delhi, intel-
lectuals and social activists
from the Naga community also
gathered on Monday morning
in a bid to meet Shah.Although
the Naga community has not
been involved in the violence,
which was primarily between
the Meiteis and tribal Kukis
over the possible ST status for
Meiteis, its representatives re-
quested a meeting with Shah
when he visited the state.
The civil society members
from the Kuki-Zomi commu-
nity have been pressing for a
“separate administration” fol-
lowing the violence.
It may be recalled that the
Nagas and the Kukis share a
hostile relationship since the
colonial era and have also had
clashes due to ethnic reasons.
The Kuki insurgency had
gained momentum after ethnic
clashes with Nagas of Manipur
in the early Nineties, with the
Kuki arming themselves
against Naga aggression. Alto-
gether, 115 Kuki men, women
and children were believed to
have been killed by the NSCN-
IM in Tengnoupal in 1993 — a
day still marked by the Kukis
as ‘black day’.
All stakeholders, in the inter-
est of the region and for the
country must come together to
find an amicable situation and
cannot allow Manipur to be
stuffed into a pressure-cooker
like situation.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
E
TroubledManipurwillboost
smugglersandfringeelements
India shares a 1,643 km long border with Myanmar in four north-eastern states namely, Arunachal (520 km),
Nagaland (215 km), Manipur (398 km) and Mizoram (510 km) with Myanmar’s Sagaing Region and Chin State
It is high-time and unless the Centre involves itself
and takes fast and decisive action, things will only
worsen the law and order situation in Manipur.
Meanwhile, in Delhi, intellectuals and social
activists from the Naga community also gathered
on Monday morning in a bid to meet Shah. Although
the Naga community has not been involved in the
violence, which was primarily between the Meiteis
and tribal Kukis over the possible ST status for
Meiteis, its representatives requested a meeting
with Shah when he visited the state.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah meets people from the Kuki community at a relief
camp in Kangpokpi. FILE
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WHO praises India’s crucial role in global vaccine devp during pandemic
PTI
Hyderabad
India played a key role
globally in the develop-
ment of vaccines and
manufacturing of drugs,
diagnostics and thera-
peutics in the three years
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, WHO Chief Sci-
entist Jeremy Farrar
said on Tuesday.
Dr Farrar, who is at-
tending the third G20
Health Working Group
meeting here, praised In-
dia for the way it has host-
ed the G20 presidency
despite complications and
tensionsaroundtheworld.
Two main things that
are bringing the coun-
tries at the G20 meet
here together are digital
health initiative, and sci-
ence & technology, re-
search & development
and manufacturing.
“India has played a
key role in ensuring the
digital health reaches
everyone in the world —
universal coverage and
primary care and making
sure we live in a more
equitable world in fu-
ture,” he said.
The third G20 Health
Working Group meeting
was held in Hyderabad
from June 4 to 6.
The priority is health emergency prevention, pre-
paredness and response with a focus on antimi-
crobial resistance and the One Health framework.
The third is digital health innovations and
solutions to aid universal health coverage and
improve healthcare service delivery.
The second is enhancing cooperation in pharma-
ceutical sector with a focus on access & availabil-
ity to safe, effective, medical countermeasures.
1
HIGHLIGHTS
2
3
India a prime example of successfully growing
domestic pharma industry, says UNICEF official
New Delhi: India is a prime example of successfully
growing a domestic pharmaceutical industry capable
of meeting global supply needs, a top UNICEF ofﬁcial
said. India can share its expertise and learnings from the
model it used to foster the pharmaceutical industry with
countries and regions trying to build capacities including
how to incentivise the private sector, ensure regulatory
and quality assurance systems in place and develop a
globally competitive industry, Tara L Prasad, Senior
Manager, Centre for Health Emergency Strategy and
Partnerships at UNICEF, said.
Jeremy Farrar, WHO Scientist
101stillmissingasfamilies
struggletoidentifybodies
First India Bureau
Bhubaneswar
Four days since India’s
deadliest rail crash in
over two decades, which
killed 278 people and
injured over a thousand
in Odisha’s Balasore,
over a hundred bodies
are yet to be identified.
Media officials visited
the mortuary of the
AIIMS, where distressed
family members and
friendsofthosestillmiss-
ingarestrugglingtoiden-
tify the bodies from a
slideshow of pictures of
disfiguredbodiesplaying
before them.
The horrific crash has
left many limbless and
severely disfigured, and
high-tension electrical
wire overhead also re-
portedly charred some
bodies beyond recogni-
tion, which is one of the
major reasons families
are having trouble iden-
tifying the bodies.
“Around 200 people
are being treated in hos-
pitals. Out of 278 people
who died in the accident,
101 bodies are yet to be
identified,” officials said.
CBI ofﬁcials during the investigation into the triple-train accident, near Bahanga Bazar railway
station in Balasore district. PTI
Can’t keep train crash bodies long,
embalming won’t help, says top Doctor
New Delhi: It has been ovr 80 hours and ofﬁcials are
debating how much longer the bodies, many of them
dismembered and mangled, can be kept for relatives to
identify them. To give the families more time, the bodies are
being embalmed. A senior doctor from the premier AIIMS
hospital, Delhi, said it was “not advisable” to keep damaged
bodies too long as even embalming wouldn’t help.
Noticetoconstruction
firmoverbridgecollapse
PTI
Patna
Taking a grim view of the
bridge collapse incident
two days ago, the Bihar
government has slapped
a show cause notice on
the construction compa-
ny concerned, a top offi-
cial said on Tuesday.
Pratyay Amrit, the
Additional Chief Secre-
tary for the road con-
struction department,
also said that the execu-
tive engineer concerned
has been suspended.
“The Haryana-based
company, which was
awarded the contract,
has been served with a
show cause notice by the
Managing Director of
Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman
Nigam and asked to re-
ply within 15 days”,
Amrit told PTI.
The company has been
asked to explain why it
should not be blacklisted
by the government and
further action taken
against it, he said.
A view of an under-construction bridge that collapsed on
Sunday, in Bhagalpur on Tuesday. PTI
Rajnath Singh holds talks with
German counterpart Pistorius
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday held
wide-ranging talks with his
German counterpart Boris
Pistorius, focusing on ways
to expand bilateral defence
and strategic ties.Ahead of
the talks, Officials said that
defence industrial coopera-
tion would be a key area of
discussions.
The officials said it is
expected that India’s plan
to procure six stealth con-
ventional submarines at a
cost of around Rs 43,000
crore would figure in the
talks between the two
defence ministers.
“NAYA KASHMIR
SHAPING UP,” SAYS
L-G MANOJ SINHA
Jammu: Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Tuesday said that “Naya
Kashmir” is shaping up follow-
ing the successful G20 event
in Srinagar and maintained
that the security forces are
“fully capable of dealing with
any challenge” in the valley.
Speaking to reporters in
Jammu, Manoj Sinha said,
“Challenges come but now
we are capable of success-
fully handling the challenges.
For the ﬁrst time, such a big
international-level event
(G20) was organised in
Jammu and Kashmir”.
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Suriname confers highest civilian honour on President Murmu
PTI
Paramaribo
President Droupadi
Murmu has been con-
ferred with Suriname’s
highest civilian award by
her counterpart Chandri-
kapersad Santokhi to hon-
our the deep-rooted bilat-
eral ties. Murmu arrived
in Suriname on Sunday
on a three-day state visit
- her first since assuming
office in July last year.
She was conferred
with the highest civilian
honour of Suriname
‘Grand Order of the
Chain of theYellow Star’
by the President of Suri-
name at a ceremony held
at the Presidential Palace
here, her office said in a
statement in New Delhi.
In her acceptance re-
marks, she thanked Pres-
ident Santokhi and the
Government of Suriname
for bestowing upon her
this honour.
President Murmu said
she was greatly honoured
to receive Suriname’s
highest distinction.
“This recognition
holds tremendous sig-
nificance, not only for
me but also for the 1.4
billion people of India
whom I represent. I also
dedicate this honor to the
successive generations of
the Indian-Surinamese
community, who have
played a stellar role in
enriching the fraternal
ties between our two
countries,” she said.
She also said that this
recognition holds im-
mense significance, not
only for her but also for
the more than 1.4 billion
people of India. She dedi-
cated the honour to the
successive generations of
the Indian-Surinamese
community, who have
played a stellar role in en-
riching the fraternal ties
between the 2 nations.
President Droupadi Murmu and the President of Suriname Chandrikapersad Santokhi witness the
exchange of MOUs at the Presidential Palace, in Paramaribo on Tuesday. ANI
BJPasksCongresstoclarifyits
standoncowslaughterissue
First India Bureau
New Delhi
The BJP took a swipe at
the Congress on Tuesday,
asking if it wants to begin
its term in Karnataka
with a nod to cow slaugh-
ter, amid suggestions the
state government may
revisit the law banning it.
BJP leader and Union
Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying
Minister Parshottam Ru-
pala said Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and senior leader Sonia
Gandhi should speak on
the issue.
“Do they (Congress)
want their government to
start its tenure with cow
slaughter,” Rupala said,
asking Kharge and Gan-
dhi to clarify their stand.
Karnataka Animal
Husbandry Minister K
Venkatesh has said that
his government might
revisit the state’s anti-
cow-slaughter law.
BJP supporters perform ‘cow puja’ during a protest against the Karnataka government over the
reports saying the state will withdraw the anti-cow slaughter law, in Bengaluru on Tuesday. PTI
BJP SLAMS K’TAKA
GOVT FOR RAISING
POWER FARE
The BJP, which
has launched a
protest against the
Congress-led Karnataka
government for raising the
power tariff by `2.89 per
unit, accused the state-
ruling party of “betraying”
the public mandate.
“Congress promised to give
200 units of free electric-
ity in Gruha Jyothi Yojana,
but instead of delivering on
their promise, they let the
electricity prices increase,”
BJP spokesperson She-
hzad Poonawalla said.
“The Congress’ policy of
cross-subsidisation will hurt
the state’s economy in the
long-run”, he added.
SPECIAL SQUAD IN KARNATAKA TO
CHECK MORAL POLICING: HOME MIN
SHOW ME ONE PARTY THAT HAS
NOT ASSOCIATED WITH BJP: GOWDA
Bengaluru: A special squad will be
set up in Karnataka to check moral
policing, the district headquarters
of Dakshina Kannada district, Karnataka
Home Minister G Parameshwara said on
Tuesday. The minister said the objective
behind setting up the special squad was to
create communal harmony.
Bengaluru: JDS Supremo H D Deve
Gowda on Tuesday said he could
not tell which party was communal
and which was not, as he did not sound
very optimistic about the ongoing efforts
to forge an anti-BJP front nationally. He
sought to know if there was a single party
that has had no association with the BJP.
VPDhankhartakesdig
atRahulGandhiover
hisremarksmadeinUS
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Tuesday
took an apparent swipe at
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi over his remarks
made in the US, saying
one should look in the
rear-view mirror to no-
tice those out to taint,
tarnish and destroy the
country’s institutions.
He also said that by
2047, India will be the
number one nation.
“...some of us do not
take pride...misguided
souls confused about the
potential and real-time
accomplishments of this
country,” he said, ad-
dressing a batch of In-
dian Defence Estates
Service officers at his
official residence.
Dhankhar also said some
people in and outside the
country were trying to
“calibrate us”.
“We cannot allow oth-
ers to calibrate us. Their
calibration is not objec-
tive.... The rise of India is
indigestible in some
quarters because this
country believes in peace
and stability, harmony of
the world,” he said.
The vice president told
the officers not to “carry
baggage of history. It will
impede your progress”.
One has to look in the
rear-view mirror and
then you know those
who are not well
disposed towards the
nation, those who are
out to taint, tarnish
and destroy our
institutions — we
come to notice them.
JAGDEEP DHANKHAR,
VICE PRESIDENT
India will not face
any shortage of
coal, says Joshi
PTI
New Delhi
India will not face any
shortage of coal this year
even during the mon-
soon, Coal
and Mines
M i n i s t e r
P r a l h a d
Joshi said
on Tues-
day.
No matter what is the
demand this year, the
government is prepared
to meet the same, the
minister said at a confer-
ence on underground coal
mining here.
The preparation is
good and it is “our re-
sponsibility” to meet the
entire demand this year,
Joshi said.
Speaking to PTI on the
sidelines of the event, the
minister said while 35
million tonne (MT) coal
is at thermal power plants,
65MTislyingatpitheads
of Coal India and private
miners and another 10-12
MT is in various stages of
transportation.
WRESTLERS PROTEST
‘No deal with Shah, discussion leaked by govt’
First India Bureau
New Delhi
restler Bajrang
Punia, who is
among the wres-
tlers protesting against
Wrestling Federation of
India president Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh,
has said the grapplers
have no ‘setting’ with
Union home minister
Amit Shah and the pro-
tests will continue.
Puniatoldmediaheand
the fellow wrestlers were
told by the government
not to reveal to anyone
about their meeting with
Shah, but they themselves
leakedittothemedia. Pu-
nia said the home minister
told the wrestlers that the
investigation was under-
way. The grappler reiter-
ated that the protest has
not died down and will
continue.OnSaturday,the
protesting wrestlers had
met the home minister
days after threatening to
immerse their medals into
Ganga in Haridwar. The
meeting had lasted till
midnight as the grapplers
pressed for the arrest of
Brij Bhushan Singh, who
is also a BJP MP.
During an interview,
the wrestler Punia said
that the athletes are not
satisfied with the re-
sponse of the govern-
ment, which is not agree-
ing to their demands. He
asked Shah why Singh
was not arrested and was
shielded and asserted
that the wrestlers will
not back down on assur-
ances of action.
Wrestlers Sakshee Malikkh and Bajrang Punia during their
protest against WFI president Brij Bhushan Sharan over the
sexual harassment allegations. FILE PHOTO
W
Delhi Police visits WFI
chief’s home to probe
New Delhi: The Delhi
Police has recorded
statements of associates of
outgoing WFI chief Brij
Bhushan Singh and those
working at his residence in
UP’s Gonda as part of
investigations into sexual
harassment allegations
against him, ofﬁcials said on
Tuesday. The ofﬁcials said
police are collecting
evidence and will submit a
report in court accordingly.
UP:CMYogiinaugurates
SVANidhiMahotsav
ANI
Lucknow/Gorakhpur
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adity-
anath inaugurated the
SVANidhi (Street Ven-
dors Self-Reliant Fund)
Mahotsav on the com-
pletion of three years of
PM SVANidhi scheme.
The scheme is aimed
to give handholding sup-
port to street-vendors
who were impacted by
the pandemic.
The Chief Minister
visited the exhibition or-
ganized by the self-help
groups. He gave cheques
and keys to the benefi-
ciaries of various
schemes and had conver-
sations with them.
‘Devpandempowerment
ofwomenisaimofmylife’
ANI
Balaghat (MP)
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that the
aim of his life is to change
the lives of women and
bring a smile on their
faces. Several schemes
are being implemented
for women empower-
ment in the state. Chou-
han made the remark
while addressing a Ladli
Bahna Sammelan at Ma-
lanjkhand in Balaghat
district on Tuesday.
FIR against 8
BJP workers
for abusing
Woman MLA
First India Bureau
Raichur
Eight BJP workers have
been booked by police for
allegedly abusing JD(S)
MLA from the Devadur-
ga Assembly constituen-
cy, Kariyamma G. Nay-
ak, in Raichur district. It
added that police said, the
FIR has been lodged at
Devadurga police station.
The BJP workers are ac-
cused of hurling abuses
and expletives at MLA
Kariyamma when she
visitedAladamaradaTan-
da in Arakera taluk.
GIRIRAJ SINGH LAUDS CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN
New Delhi: Union Minister Giriraj Singh on Tuesday
stressed on the importance of the contribution of
women and rural households in achieving India’s
goal of having a USD 5-trillion economy and said women
members of self-help groups will transform the country in the
future. The minister also said women members of self-help
groups have seen saw a 19% increase in their income and a
28% rise in savings. He also stressed on reaching the goal
of bringing 10 crore women under self-help groups by 2024.
UP CM Yogi Adityanath hands over a symbolic key to a beneﬁciary
during the Swanidhi Mahotsav on the occasion of 3 years of PM
Swanidhi Yojana, on Monday. MP Ravi Kishan also seen. ANI
Centreokays `12,911cr
forPolavaramProject
First India Bureau
Polavaram (AP)
The Central government
has agreed to sanction Rs
12,911 crore to Andhra
Pradesh for completing
the first phase of Pola-
varam Project, an offi-
cial statement from the
stategovernmentonTues-
day said. The union fi-
nance ministry has issued
a memorandum approv-
ing this quantum of funds.
“This is a result of the
unrelenting efforts, nego-
tiations and consultations
by the CM with the Cen-
tre,” the press note said.
As per officials, the sanc-
tioned amount of `12,911
crore also includes `2,000
crore to cover the extra
expenditure caused by the
allegedly faulty construc-
tion of the diaphragm
wall built during the TDP
government.
Atishi moves Delhi High Court against Central
govt for delaying travel clearances to UK
New Delhi: Delhi’s Education Minister
Atishi has moved Delhi HC against
concerned ministries of Central Government
for allegedly delaying her travel clearances
to the UK. The plea stated that the respon-
dent authorities are delaying travel clear-
ances to the UK from June 14 to June 20.
`200 crore extortion
case: Police files FSL
report of CCTV footage
New Delhi: Delhi police
on Tuesday submitted
a Forensic Science
Laboratories (FSL) report of
CCTV footage of Rohini Jail
where Sukesh Chandrasek-
ar was once lodged. It said
that there are no alterations
in the videos in the Rs 200
crore extortion case.
North East Delhi riots:
Court frames charges
of attempt to murder
New Delhi: A Court,
hearing North East
Delhi riots case, has framed
charges under sections
related to attempt to murder,
rioting & other offences
against 13 persons and said
that criminal conspiracy was
hatched with an object to
attack Hindu community.
IN THE COURTYARD
I am greatly
honoured to receive
Suriname’s highest
distinction, Grand
Order of the Chain
of the Yellow Star.
DROUPADI MURMU,
PRESIDENT OF INDIA
Congratulations to Rashtrapati Ji on being
conferred the highest civilian award of
Suriname - Grand Order of the Chain
of the Yellow Star. This special gesture from the
Government and people of Suriname symbolises the
enduring friendship between our countries.
NARENDRA MODI @NARENDRAMODI
 


	8. NEWS
www.ﬁrstindia.co.in ﬁrstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur theﬁrstindia  theﬁrstindia theﬁrstindia
07
Jaipur, Wednesday | June 7, 2023
Ziauddin Khan
Jaipur
Cong in charge for Ra-
jasthan Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa on Tuesday
ruled out the possibility
of formation of a new
party by Congress leader
Sachin Pilot. Randhawa,
who reached Jaipur on
Tuesday evening, also
said that the party will as-
sign responsibilities ac-
cording to their stature.
He was asked by re-
porters about the specu-
lations of the formation
of a new party by Pilot.
He said, “I am hearing
this from you, I think
there is no such thing. He
did not have this in his
mind before and does not
have it now.” He also
said that it was the media
which is raising the issue.
Randhawa said that
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and party
leader Rahul Gandhi had
talked to Ashok Gehlot
and Sachin Pilot in Delhi
in which both the leaders
agreed to work unitedly.
CM Gehlot questions entry of Enforcement Directorate in Rajasthan
Gehlot hits at Shekhawat
WhyEDavoidingSanjivaniscam:CM
Naresh Sharma
Jaipur
Chief MinisterAshok Ge-
hlot on Tuesday again
questioned the entry of
Enforcement Directorate
in Rajasthan to prove
money laundering related
to paper leaks.
“Why is the ED prob-
ing the paper leak not
paying attention to the
Sanjivani scam? ED
should also investigate
the poor people’s money
spent abroad in the Sanji-
vani scam. Money of 2.5
lakh people has been
drowned in the society,”
he told the media here on
the sidelines of an event.
The CM Gehlot said
that if Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat is innocent
then why did he go to the
High Court for bail. “He
has filed a defamation
case against me but I am
ready to face charges if
the victims get money,”
he said. About reference
to Rajput body leader
Bhagwan Singh Rolsab-
sar, Gehlot said he re-
spects him a lot. “Bhag-
wan Singh ji always
works for the welfare of
the poor as such I men-
tioned that he could get
justice to the Sanjivani
scan victims,” he said.
On Monday, after the
ED raids at various loca-
tions in connection with
paper leak cases, the ED
came under strong criti-
cismfromCMGehlot.He
asked why central agency
is “interfering” when
ACB is doing good job.
First India Bureau
New Delhi
Hearing in the defama-
tion case of Union Min-
ister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat against
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot was held in Del-
hi’s RouseAvenue Court
on Tuesday and the court
reserved its verdict. The
Court will now give its
verdict on the summons
to Gehlot on June 24.
There will be a debate
at the next hearing
whether the court can is-
sue summons to CM Ge-
hlot or not. In the last
hearing, the Delhi Police
had submitted the inves-
tigation report in the
court, which was accept-
ed by the court. Earlier,
the court had fixed June
6 as the next date for
hearing in the matter.
Additional Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) Harpreet Singh
has listed the matter for
order on the issuance of
summons on June 24,
2023, after the conclu-
sion of submission and
recording of pre-sum-
moning of evidence in
the matter.
Cabinet opens...
The notification of
this amendment will
be effective from 1
April 2023. The Cabi-
net has approved the
proposal to amend the
Rajasthan Civil Ser-
vices (Revised Pay)
Rules, 2017. This will
increase the special
pay of the employees.
In case of non-avail-
ability of eligible can-
didates of backward
class and other back-
ward class in any re-
cruitment year, their
vacancies will be car-
ried forward for the
next three years like
scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe cate-
gory. The cabinet has
decided to give full
benefit of advance sal-
ary increments to sen-
ior medical officers
having PG or equiva-
lent diploma. Due to
the provision of ad-
vance increments for
higher posts from sen-
ior medical officers
will also be benefited.
Other decisions at
the cabinet meeting
 Now one more ad-
ditional promotion op-
portunity in prosecu-
tion service
 Work-charged
personnels to get pay
scale, designation on
the lines of regular
personnel
 Medical College in
Dausa named after
Pandit Naval Kishore
Sharma
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot addressing the gathering at the foundation stone laying ceremony of the Agricultural Products Trade
Building in Jaipur on Tuesday. Mahesh Joshi, Shakuntala Rawat, Murari Lal Meena, and other ofﬁcials of Rajasthan Food Trade
Association are also seen here. SANTOSH SHARMA
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, Mahesh Joshi with the students
of Mahatma Gandhi English Medium School in Vidhyadhar
Nagar on Tuesday. SANTOSH SHARMA
CM Ashok Gehlot, Govind Singh Dotasra, Bhanwar Singh Bhati,
and Pratap Singh Khachariyawas at INTUC programme in
Jaipur on Tuesday. MUKESH KIRADOO
FROM PG 1
CM LAYS FOUNDATION
FOR AGRI PRODUCTS
TRADE BUILDING
The Rajasthan gov-
ernment will allot land
for Vyapar Mandal
ofﬁces in all mandis in the
state free of cost, CM Gehlot
said on Tuesday. The CM
was addressing the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
of the Agricultural Products
Trade Building of Rajasthan
Food Trade Association. CM
Gehlot said, “Many trade
union ofﬁcials would hesitate
to come to CM House, but
there should be no hesitation.
The govt does not belong to
any party but to the people.
If someone becomes an
ofﬁce bearer of BJP, RSS
mind, then he thinks, don’t
know, what will the CM say
if he goes to the CM house?
If there is a suggestion for
development, then come,
we do not have any problem
if the ofﬁce bearer belongs
to any party.”
ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN OPENED
WITH THE NEED OF EDUCATION IN ENGLISH: CM
ENTHUSIASM OF STATE GOVT EMPLOYEES HAS
INCREASED DUE TO DPC TWICE A YEAR: GEHLOT
CM Ashok Gehlot inspected the Mahatma Gandhi
Govt English Medium School located at Vidyadhar
Nagar on Tuesday. He interacted with the students
and took information about studies and other arrange-
ments. The Chief Minister said that keeping in view the
need of education in English language, English medium
schools have been opened in the state. “With this, needy
students are also getting a chance to study here. There is
a lot of enthusiasm among the students regarding admis-
sions. The happy results of this education will be visible in
the future,” he said. Students of class 10 thanked him for
starting English medium schools. The students said that
the teachers here are teaching on smart boards.
On Tuesday, CM Gehlot announced that the
designation of the personnel appointed on the post
of technical helper would be made as technician ﬁrst,
second and third according to their qualiﬁcation. CM said that
it is the responsibility of the state govt to secure the future
of govt employees therefore, from the humanitarian point of
view, OPS and RGHS have been implemented. Speaking at
the inauguration of the regional ofﬁce of Vidyut Mandal Maz-
door Federation – Rajasthan (INTUC), CM Gehlot said that
the enthusiasm of the state govt employees has increased
due to the provision of DPC twice in a year and relaxation in
compassionate appointments. On the occasion, the CM also
announced Rs 25 lakh for the construction of a rest house on
the newly constructed building. VIKASSHARMA
POLICE REVIEW
MEETING TODAY
CM Ashok Gehlot’s
crime review meeting
with the ofﬁcers at the
Rajasthan PHQ will
take place on Wednes-
day. He will review
crime and law and
order ﬁrst district-wise
and then at the range
level. As per sources, a
big list of IPS transfers
can come after this re-
view meeting. It is being
reported that the CM
had asked for a report
on this subject from the
Home Department.
Randhawarulesoutpossibility
ofnewpartybySachinPilot
Randhawa to meet
all 3 co-incharges
on Thursday
Sukhjinder S Randhawa addressing the media at Jaipur airport on
Tuesday. Govind S Dotasra, Pratap S Khachariyawas, Amin Kagzi,
RC Choudhary and others are also seen. MUKESH KIRADOO
jkt-laokn@lh@23@3565
Delhi local court
reserves order on
summons to CM;
verdict on June 24
DEFAMATION CASE BY
SHEKHAWAT
CSUsha:Prepareroadmapto
implementICJSinRajsooner
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Chief Secretary Usha
Sharma has instructed
officials to work in a fo-
cused manner by pre-
paring a road map for
complete implementa-
tion of Inter-Operable
Criminal Justice System
(ICJS) in the state.
The Chief Secretary
was presiding over the
meeting of the monitor-
ing committee consti-
tuted for the implemen-
tation of ICJS. She said
that the ICJS portal is a
very useful and impor-
tant portal on which all
the information related
to crime and criminals is
available at one place.
She said that the ICJS
portal is doing a better
job in Rajasthan than in
other states.Shashikant
Sharma, Deputy Direc-
tor General (Scientist),
NIC Delhi gave a de-
tailed presentation on
the current status of
ICJS in the country and
the future road map.
CS Usha Sharma, DGP Umesh Mishra, and other ofﬁcials during
the review meeting in Jaipur on Tuesday .
First India Bureau
Jaipur
Industries Minister
Shakuntala Rawat said
that the development of
new industrial areas, fin-
tech parks etc. being
opened should be acceler-
ated so that the state can
move towards realizing
thedreamofindustrialde-
velopment of CM Ashok
Gehlot.
She said that the gov-
ernment will provide all
kinds of resources to RII-
CO while presiding over
the review meeting with
the unit in-charges of RII-
CO at Udyog Bhavan on
Tuesday regarding the
progress of budget an-
nouncements related to
the department. Review-
ing the progress of the on-
going civil works, am-
nestyschemeintheindus-
trial areas, Rawat directed
theofficialstoincreasethe
areas under RIICO as re-
quired for industrial de-
velopment in the state.
Aditi Nagar
Jaipur
In the grapevine related
totheformationofanew
political party in Ra-
jasthan,nowanotherdis-
cussionisbeingheardon
the topic. Interestingly,
the discussion is of early
formation of two new
parties. The name of one
is‘ProgressiveCongress’
andthenameoftheother
is ‘Raj Jan Sangharsh’.
The chariot of new party
is also reportedly dis-
cussed to be ready. Now
how much truth is there
in this discussion? The
answer will be available
only on June 11.
But in the meantime
the names of the new
parties have been regis-
tered with the Election
Commission namely Sa-
hakar Vikas Party, Rash-
triya Sarva Manch San-
gathan, Modern Citizen
Party, Praja Seva Ankit
Party, Economic Pros-
perous India Society, Jai
Hind Force, Bhumiputra
United Party, Khatiani
Jharkhandi Party, Mod-
ern People Party. But the
most talked about in all
this is the name of ‘Na-
tional New Age Con-
gress’.
Rawat: RIICO to get all help
for industrial development
Two new parties to be
formed on June 11!
Shakuntala Rawat and Veenu
Gupta in meeting on Tuesday.
New names of parties have
been registered with Election
Commission in State.
 


	9. Dr Jagdeesh Chan-
dra:  So you left the
Congress (after the dog
eating from same plate
as party leaders inci-
dent). Did no one try to
speak with you when
you decided to leave the
party and persuade you
to stay back?
Himanta Biswa Sarma:
Yes, they did. The day I
joined the BJP - to be
precise, the time when I
was entering Amit
Shahji’s home - Rahul
Gandhi called me up
thrice. Ahmed Patel sa-
hab also called me. I told
them that I was at Amit
Shah’s home and there
could be no turning back
from there for me.
This was quite fast. Or
was this coming with no
one to see it?
I had discussions with
the Congress for nearly
six months but the talks
were futile. I approached
the entire Congress lead-
ership, visited their
houses and discussed is-
sues threadbare but to no
avail. Probably, they had
the impression that no
one could leave the Con-
gress and my decision
was not taken overnight.
Right from Motilal Vora
to all other Congress
leaders, I met the six or
seven of them personally
and laid out the true pic-
ture before them. Also, I
informed them that I was
going to leave. So I did
give them notice.
Recently, you cam-
paigned for the BJP in
Karnataka. According to
you, what went wrong
that the BJP did not get
the expected number of
seats?
In Karnataka, BJP got
1.68 crore votes where
our 36% vote share re-
mained intact, but the
JDS vote share shifted to
Congress, which is
something that we per-
haps did not anticipate.
We had thought that ten
or twenty percent would
either shift to Congress
or to us. See, this is what
we call the risk factor.
Whenever there is a tri-
angular fight, an assess-
ment is made that if in
last three elections this
party got this percentage
of votes, then this time
around it will get this
many votes. But when
the majority vote percent
shifts to another party,
the face of the election
changes and this was not
expected. A few days
back I was analyzing the
election results for all
the seats as a student of
political science, and my
study clearly reflected
that our votes had actu-
ally not changed. In fact,
in cities such as Bengal-
uru that are not BJP bas-
tions, our vote share has
improved! But in
Mysore and the Vokka-
liga belt, the voter shift-
ed and that was not an-
ticipated.
I believe the reasons
for the shift in votes
were the freebies an-
nounced by Congress
and the polarisation of
Muslim votes. How do
you look at this?
See, it is my assess-
ment that not many peo-
ple go in for the freebies
announced by parties.
These free schemes lure
only about two to three
percent of the votes. But
we often get to witness
one particular phenom-
enon. Minority popula-
tion, specially our Mus-
lim brethren, in certain
elections, they would go
ahead and vote for BJP
to the tune of ninety-
nine percent. However,
as a matter of principal,
we do not engage in
communal politics and
we do not ask Hindus to
vote for us, therefore
counter-polarisation
does not happen to a
great extant. For exam-
ple, in West Bengal,
Muslims became one
and voted for Mamata,
but Hindus never be-
come one and vote for
BJP, because we do not
practice that kind of pol-
itics. Unfortunately,
Muslims who used to
vote for JDS, especially
because Deve Gowda
sahab has a long history
in secular politics, got
shifted to Congress
which is something we
had not considered.
Then the SDPI and PFI
sympathizers also got
shifted to the Congress.
However, I do maintain
that guarantee announce-
ments affect only two to
three percent votes.
Well, do you think this
government will last for
five years, considering
the differences?
See the thing is, the
manner in which they
were given the mandate,
the Chief Minister
should have taken oath
in a differently, the gov-
ernment formation
should have happened in
a differently and even
the portfolios should
have been distributed in
a different way. Just to
get this much done, Con-
gress faced numerous
hurdles. So, after the
Lok Sabha elections
when the BJP govern-
ment will be formed,
there will be dissatisfac-
tion in Karnataka and
people are bound to seek
an alternative. How BJP
will respond to that situ-
ation remains to be seen!
The future of the Karna-
taka government will be
determined by the BJP,
post Lok Sabha elec-
tions.
Do you think they will
ban Bajrang Dal?
They are harping on
that, but tell me how
much work have they
(Bajrang Dal) done?
Equating PFI with Ba-
jrang Dal is a senseless
proposition because Ba-
jrang Dal is a religious
organisation that, to
some extent, works
against Love Jihad. And
they are a right-wing
outfit without a gun and
with no intentions of
waging a war against the
country. Whereas PFI is
a radical organisation
comprising of terrorists,
militants, fundamental-
ists with the nefarious
designs to establish an
Islamic Caliphate in In-
dia. They deal with their
enemies with guns and
are hardcore anti-nation-
als. Therefore, any com-
parison between the PFI
and Bajrang Dal is base-
less. To ban Bajrang Dal,
you will have to make a
dossier, but how? Have
you recovered any arms?
Have you recovered any
literature against the
country? I would recom-
mend that you move
ahead and show what
you’ve got.
When was the first
time that PM Modi and
Amit Shahji noticed you
as a potential CM candi-
date?
I had telephonic con-
versations with Modiji
before I joined the BJP,
a couple of times. But I
met Modiji only after I
had joined the BJP and I
interacted with him for
about 15 minutes. Prior
to the last Lok Sabha
elections, I met one-on-
one with Modiji and he
spoke with me about
Northeast and Assam
and that was actually my
first interaction. But get-
ting to meet him in the
party forum, accompa-
nying him during the
election campaigns, get-
ting to sit with him, I
would say that was for-
tune smiling on me! I
was lucky to get his
guidance prior to the last
parliamentary elections
during the Parliamentary
Board meetings. Since
those went on for several
days, I found the oppor-
tunity the meet him
properly and interact
with him.
How do you rate Nar-
endra Modi as the
Prime Minister of this
country?
I do not think one can
rate Narendra Modi as
Prime Minister, simply
because he is much big-
ger than PM. Today, he
is an institution and oth-
er than the betterment of
the nation, he has noth-
ing else in his heart and
mind. I don’t think
someone such as me has
the right to assess him as
PM. In the Mahabharata,
Arjuna was asked to
shoot if he could see the
bird’s eye. In the same
way, Modiji’s eye of the
bird is the progress of
the country. So it is a
matter of great luck for
Bharat that it has found
the true bhakt of the
motherland in PM Modi.
His devotion is selfless,
his love for India, real.
And what about Amit
Shah, who is a very
powerful Home Minis-
ter?
Amit Shah ji has im-
mense ‘kripa’on me and
I tell him this. He is ded-
icated towards the na-
tion and Sanatan and
you can visualise Sardar
Patel in his thoughts and
concerns. You have seen
his selfless work, but he
is very strong. There is
nothing other than work
on his mind. Like I said,
Modiji is an institution
in himself, very ably as-
sisted by Amit Shahji.
This is a very good com-
bination for the country.
It is said that those
with Congress back-
ground do not get too
close to the RSS, but
you are an exception.
What about your meet-
ings with Mohan Bhag-
wat?
My meeting with
Bhagwatji was because
even though I was in
Congress, my family
was in Sangh. So Bhag-
watji used to come to
my place even before I
joined the BJP. My el-
der brother was in
ABVP and my father
too was involved in eve-
rything related to what
you call the RSS today.
So my association with
Sangh is older than my
association with BJP
and as a child I used to
attend the Shakhas. My
family was involved in
several works of Sangh.
My association with
Sangh has been ex-
tremely organic.
And what about party
president JP Nadda?
Naddaji is a very no-
ble person. As party
president, he is like a
father figure. He comes
for campaigning and
when we go to meet him,
he comes across as a
simple person who loves
everyone.And if you ask
him for something that
he cannot give you, he
will say no in such a
fashion that even that no
will seem extremely
good to you. So he is
quite a gentleman with a
kind heart.
Tell me something,
how did Northeast be-
come a passion for
Prime Minister Modi?
He has visited the re-
gion numerous times.
I got a chance to sit
with PM Modiji and
Amit Shahji, just the
three of us. That’s when
PM Modi told me that we
are not concerned about
election from Northeast,
since if you exclude As-
sam, the other North-
Eastern states do not con-
tribute even more than
two Lok Sabha seats. But
it is there in Modiji’s
mind to bring peace and
development in North-
East as it is important for
the nation. So Modiji told
me that North-East is not
our electoral mission, but
our duty to the nation. He
asked us that if some
place is not represented
prominently in the Lok
Sabha, should we or
should we not work
there? We have to work
there whether there is a
seat or not. You look at
Modiji, he is working in
Lakshadweep, Daman
and Diu and colossal
amount of work is being
done in Andaman. So in
view of the security and
development of the na-
tion, it is important to
bring Northeast into the
mainstream. And PM
Modi has done that. And
I believe in one more
thing. In Vastu-Shastra, it
is important that the
Northeast corner is clean
and peaceful. So it is my
personal belief that our
nation’s development is
linked deeply with the
development of the
Northeast.
So how many seats
will you give to BJP in
2024 elections?
There are 25 seats
here and we will get 20-
21 of them. As of now,
there are 16 BJP seats
from the Northeast.
In a tête-à-tête with Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO and Editor-in-
Chief, Bharat24-Vision of New India and First India, & CMD,
First India News, Chief Minister of Assam Himanta Biswa
Sarma reveals the developments that led to his joining the
BJP, how PM Modi found in him a leader suitable for Assam,
his conversations with PM Modi and how the Prime Minister
works tirelessly towards his vision of an India greater than
ever before. Excerpts… (Part-II)
OveralldevelopmentoftheNortheast
isPMModi’sprincipalagenda:Sarma
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra in conversation with Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma at CMR in Guwahati during The JC Show.
During the show
#JCwithHimanta
trended top All-India
on Twitter
The depth of truth is far
deeper and expansive than
mere facts and we would do
well to remember this!
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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z Dr Jagdeesh Chan-
dra: At the onset, let
us pray for the peace
for souls of those de-
ceased in the Odisha
train incident. We
pray that the Al-
mighty gives courage
to their families.
Look at the leader-
ship of Prime Minis-
ter that he reached on
site to take a stock of
the situation. Our
heartfelt prayers with
the families.
HimantaBiswaSarma:
It is an extremely sad in-
cident and everyone is
pained with the tragedy
.
It is such a major train
accidentandweallstand
united with the people
and families that have
lost their dear ones in
thisaccident.Represent-
ing the Assam govern-
ment, I have contacted
the Odisha government,
that what ever help we
can provide in this trag-
ic incident, they can tell
usandwearereadytodo
everything possible.
Everyone is doing their
best and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was also
there. It is such a painful
and tragic day that we
can not say anything.
z You started from
student politics and
then moved to advo-
cacy. Did you ever
thought at any mo-
ment that you will
come into politics
and reach such
heights and become
Chief Minister?
I belong to a middle
class family and my fa-
ther was a government
servant. I used to take
part in student agita-
tions and was a part of
Student Union in Col-
lege and University
. I
had this in my heart
that I will enter politics
but owing to the situa-
tion of my family and
my own, it never came
in my mind that I will
ever become a Chief
Minister. But as I got
more involved in poli-
tics, I will not lie, by
2008-09, I started believ-
ing that I can become
CM or in a position to
influence the future of
the State. So when I
started in 1996, I did not
even think on these
grounds and used to
think that even if I be-
come an MLA, that
would be a huge deal for
me. But by 2008-09, I had
definitely started get-
ting this belief in my
heart.
z So what has your
political journey been
till now?
I contested my first elec-
tion at the age of 27
years in 1996 and I lost
my first election. I con-
tested against main
leader of Asom Gana
Parishad, who even
signed the Assam ac-
cord, Bhrigu Kumar
Phukan, and I lost by 6
or 7,000 votes. In 2001, I
won by 12,000 votes and
in 2006, I won by 42,000
votes. In 2011, I won by
68,000 votes and in 2016,
I won by 78,000 votes
and this year, I won by
1,3000 votes. So from
loss to victory, this has
been my story
.
z In the Congress
rule, you had worked
with two Chief Minis-
ters. What was the
difference in working
of both the CMs?
See, Saikia Sahib
brought me in politics
and when Saikia Sahib
was CM, I got a chance
to contest. He passed
away during that time
in the middle of elec-
tions. So I did not get a
chance to work under
him as a Minister or
MLA. But in five years,
I literally spent my
nights and days around
him. So the relation
that I had with him was
administrative and not
political in nature. With
Gogoi Sahib I worked
for 14 years, and with
him, I did not share a
personal connection
but administrative and
political connect was
definitely there. With
Saikia Sahib, I had
more of a personal con-
nect like the one shared
by a father and a son.
With Gogoi Sahib, I had
more of a professional
connect like the one
shared by CM and
MLAs. So, with him, I
was an MLA and then I
became a Minister and
then I got close to him.
So that was an evolu-
tion, from not knowing
him, to becoming close.
This was because the
relation between Sai-
kia Sahib and Gogoi
Sahib were not too
good. So when I
was with Saikia
Sahib, I never
met Gogoi Sa-
hib. So from not
knowing some-
one and then to
establish a close
rapport with
them, that took
almost ten
years.
z So then what
is the basic dif-
ference between
the two govern-
ments of Congress
and BJP according to
you?
There are a handful of
things that I have real-
ised. Congress is essen-
tially a feudal party.
Gandhi family is the
‘Supreme’ in the party
and to maintain this su-
premacy, they give fur-
ther concession to the
State people, perhaps
one or two leaders, and
then these leaders
would give power to
lower leaders. So, it is as
if there is a ‘Sultan’ and
then there would be a
‘Paragana,’ so, Con-
gress is structured like
that. Feudalism at its
peak and there is noth-
ing other than feudal-
ism that you can actu-
ally see or observe
there. Even today if you
see, in the name of re-
gional ‘Kshtraps,’ there
is regional feudalism
and in the name of Gan-
dhi family, there is na-
tional feudalism. But
the environment in BJP
is, in totality, the envi-
ronment of middle-
class family. There is
not an extremely for-
mal relation with any-
one and who so ever
comes, the talks would
start with taking news
of the person’s family
and their well being and
perhaps share food dur-
ing such talks. And this
is more like a family
. So
this is the fundamental
difference. Then there
is policy difference and
difference of ideology
is known to all. But in
totality
, the difference is
that in Congress you
have to live in a feudal
system and in BJP you
can think that you are a
part of a greater family
.
z You said that in
former PM Manmo-
han Singh’s time you
would call the PMO
and the reply would
come by evening. But
in current PMO, if
you message, PM
calls up soon after
.
What change is this?
See, when I worked with
Gogoi Sahib and Saikia
Sahib, I saw that to take
appointment from
Prime Minister, or
you speak with the
Prime Minister or
the Prime Minis-
ter calls you up;
these three
things used to
become head-
lines of Assa-
mese newspa-
pers. Because it
was considered
a big news at
that time that a
CM has spoken
with PM. When I also
started, for the first few
days, when I used to
speak with PM or if PM
would call, for that I
started a system of
press release because I
thought that I would
perhaps get a chance to
meet PM once in six
months, or perhaps I
would some day get a
chance to speak on the
phone or else I may not
get that too. But as I
moved forward, I saw
the times of Covid as
CM and even dealt a
long time as a Health
Minister, this phone is
literally an issue of eve-
ryday
. If there is any is-
sue, you will be phoned
immediately. In fact,
even Home Minister too
calls up, at times fifteen
times a day
, if there are
floods or any other law
and order issue or any-
thing else. And even you
too in return make the
same number of calls.
And when ever you go
to meet PM, it takes
forty five minutes or
one hour and during
this you talk in detail.
When former CMs used
to go to meet Manmo-
han Singh ji, I used to
stand out of the office in
waiting. They would
go, stay there for five
minutes, and they
wouldreturn.Weused
to ask if they have
met and we were
told yes it was a
good meeting. So
five minutes with
PM, according to
them, were very
useful time. That
is why I said the
other day that
when there is this
administration,
Modiji has changed the
dynamics. Now there is
accessibility
, there is re-
sponse, and from the
sense of equity and jus-
tice, you are given the
honour and treated
with regard, that regard
is given to my State.
z I heard you were re-
cently in Delhi for
three days and did
you meet Prime Min-
ister Modi on all
three days?
All three days, I had the
chance to meet Prime
Minister. At times, it
also happens that like in
our national working
committee meet we may
meet him a dozen times
in one day itself. You
maymeethimforbreak-
fast or lunch etc. So
meeting PM is now no
longer a problem and
not just for me, but for
many other people.
When I go to meet him,
our party people would
be there in the room. So
I think that during Con-
gress rule, the leaders at
that level never had the
good luck of meeting
the PM.
z I heard that it was
due to Rahul Gan-
dhi’s attitude that
you left Congress?
See, first and foremost,
at that time, such inci-
dent happened and
right from their behav-
iour till the incident,
several such things
happened, but, in total-
ity, by 2014, the situa-
tions worsened so much
that Congress High
Command had to send
an observer to Assam to
find out who has what
number of MLAs in
their side. This aspect
is there in Ghulam Nabi
ji’s biography as well.
About 55-60 legislators
were with me and only
a dozen MLAs were
with Gogoi Sahib and
in a way, it was sure
that I was to be the CM.
And if I was not to be
the CM, then there was
an option that the then
Speaker of Assam
Assembly would be
there and we sug-
gested that if you
do not wish to
make me the
Chief Minister,
then that leader
could be made CM
since the State
needs a ‘Sense’
because after
about 15 years,
the State is wit-
nessing a fatigue
and Congress will
not be able to win.
That did not hap-
pen. Even then, I
stayed in Congress for
one and a half years. I
resigned from Gogoi
S ahib’s Cabinet, but
continued to stay in
Congress, thinking per-
haps the matter will get
solved somehow. But
when we did not get any
response and in be-
tween several incidents
kept on happening,
then it came to me that
time has come to leave
Congress.
z So is that episode
with dog true? Did
that happen?
I think whosoever goes
to meet him (Rahul
Gandhi), they all see
this. It was not a inci-
dent specific to me,
rather it was a general
incident. In fact, I met
an Editor of a major
news channel the very
day and he told me that
the same behaviour was
met to him one week
prior to the day it hap-
pened with me. That
happening kept on con-
tinuing for a long time,
but it ended after I ex-
posed it. But otherwise,
it is a day- to- day affair,
nothing to do with me
as an individual, but
that is the environment
in their house that the
dog eats from that plate
and even the CM also
eats from the same
plate. I did not eat, but
Gogoi Sahib, our State
President and others
eat from that plate it-
self. So, obviously it
pains.
PM Modi is more than a Prime Minister; an
institution in himself: Himanta Biswa Sarma
During the show
##JCwithHimanta
trended top All-India
on Twitter
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra in conversation with Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma at CMR in Guwahati during The JC Show.
In a tete-a-tete with Chief Minister of Assam Himanta Biswa Sarma, Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO and Editor-in-Chief, Bharat24-Vision of New India and First India & CMD, First India
News finds out how under Prime Minister Narendra Modi the administration has taken a turn
for the better, how the current leaders and public representatives are given the best treatment
ever, how PM and Home Minister speak with CMs and leaders without delay. Sarma also spills
the beans on how Congress is a feudal party, where even Chief Ministers are made to eat from a
plate from which the Gandhi family’s dogs eat. Excerpts... (Part-I)
TO BE CONTINUED…
Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
You read Part-I on JUNE 6, 2023
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Gaze at the stars and
wish for the moon but
keep a very close eye
on your next step-they will not
save you from the abyss ahead.
Dr JAGDEESH CHANDRA,
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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ourney through an exhilarating,
brightening experience with Sunil
Sihaag’s “A Day Turns Daark.” A
wonderful tale that encapsulates every
emotion to its ultimate depth.  P11
J
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ehengas are regarded as clas-
sic, exquisite garments that
highlight the wearer's beauty
and grace in the world of In-
dian fashion.Among the kalei-
doscope of colors available, the firozi-
coloured lehenga has emerged as a capti-
vating choice, evoking a sense of en-
chantment and sophisti-
cation. With its unique
blend of blue and green
hues, this ethereal
shade has captivated
the hearts of fashion
enthusiasts, making
it a coveted choice
for special occa-
sions and cele-
brations. Firo-
zi, often de-
scribed as a
blend of tur-
quoise and
aqua, pos-
sesses a mesmerizing qual-
ity that effortlessly com-
bines serenity and vibrance.
The cool undertones of blue and
green create a harmonious bal-
ance, making it an enchanting
hue for lehengas. One of the
remarkable features of the col-
our is its versatility. This
shade complements various
skin tones and can be paired
with a range of embellish-
ments and fabrics to suit
different occasions. From
delicate zardozi work to
intricate thread embroi-
dery, firozi-coloured
lehengas can be
adorned with a pleth-
ora of intricate de-
signs, adding to
their timeless ap-
peal. Additional-
ly, they seam-
lessly transition
from day to evening wear, making them an
ideal choice for both traditional ceremonies
and contemporary celebrations.
The influence of Bollywood and celebrity
fashion cannot be understated when it comes
to setting trends in the world of fashion. Fi-
rozi coloured lehengas have become a fa-
vourite among celebrities, gracing red
carpets and high-profile
events. Iconic Bollywood
actresses such as Deepi-
ka Padukone, Kareena
Kapoor Khan, and
Alia Bhatt have been
spotted donning fi-
rozi lehengas, fur-
ther cementing their
status as a must-
have fashion item.
While firozi col-
oured lehengas em-
brace a contempo-
rary aesthetic, they
also pay homage to
traditional Indian craftsmanship.
The rich heritage of Indian textiles
and techniques comes to life in
these intricately designed ensem-
bles.Artisans meticulously weave
tales of tradition into the fabric,
resulting in pieces that are not
only visually captivating but also
carry a profound cultural signifi-
cance.
Firozi coloured lehengas offer
endless possibilities for styling
and accessorizing. For a regal
touch, one can opt for a gold or
silver embroidered blouse
paired with a matching du-
patta. To add a modern
twist, experiment with
contrasting accessories
such as statement jew-
elry. Firozi lehengas
can also be combined
with metallic shades
for a contemporary
fusion look.
Uttkarsha
Shekhar
uttkarsha.shekhar
@firstindia.co.in
The allure of firozi coloured lehengas lies in their
ability to seamlessly blend tradition and modernity.
City First brings to you charm of firozi lehengas!
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Shrishty, Model
s part of the fed-
eral govern-
ment’s bid to
overhaul higher
education, the
Universities Accord discus-
sion paper is seeking to “wid-
en” opportunities for people to
access university. It also wants
to “grow a culture” of lifelong
learning in Australia. As the
review team note, most people
in Australia who study at uni-
versity are under 35.
These issues need to be ap-
proached in many ways. And
will inevitably include propos-
als for shorter forms of learning
as well as addressing the finan-
cial cost of attending university.
My proposal – also outlined
in this journal article – is that
a proportion of educational
resources generated by pub-
licly funded universities
should be made public and
freely available.
This could radically expand
opportunity and flexibility and
potentially allow students to
design their own degrees, by
doing multiple different units
from different universities.
THIS IDEA IS NOT
COMPLETELY NEW
There is a precedence for this
idea. The international Plan S
initiative is led by a group of
national research funding or-
ganisations. Since 2018, it has
been pushing for publicly
funded research to be pub-
lished in open-access journals
or platforms.
Australian chief scientist
Cathy Foley similarly wants
all Australian research to be
“open access, domestically
and internationally, and for re-
search conducted overseas to
be freely available to read in
Australia”.
When it comes to uni-
versity learning, a 2019
UNESCO report en-
couraged member
states to make
higher education
educational re-
sources developed with public
funds free and freely available.
In a March 2023 report, the
Productivity Commission rec-
ommended the federal govern-
ment require “all universities
to provide all lectures online
and for free”. The commission
said this would increase trans-
parency in teaching perfor-
mance and encourage online
learning. But this also has the
ability to make to higher edu-
cation more accessible.
There is already plenty of in-
ternational experience sharing
educational materials online –
including the global Open Edu-
cational Resources public digi-
tal library. This includes re-
sources from early learning
through to adult education.
The Productivity Commis-
sion says universities would not
lose income by making educa-
tional resources open access.
This is because universities
“sell” credentials, not resourc-
es. It is also argued overworked
academics can save time by us-
ing materials created by others.
But there is resistance from
institutions and academics, in-
cluding a perception free re-
sources will be poor quality
and take a lot of time to create.
There is also a lack of techno-
logical tools to adapt resourc-
es. This may explain why open
education has not yet taken off
in Australia.
HOW WOULD THIS WORK?
My plan would require open
online sites to host educational
materials produced by academ-
ics. These would need to be
moderated or curated and pub-
lished under an open access
license.
It would include a peer re-
view system for educational
materials like the one already
used for research publications.
Academics could get credit for
publishing, updating or review-
ing resources and the publica-
tion of education output would
be included in the university
metrics.
This could also help reverse
the current downgrading of
teaching inAustralian universi-
ties in favour of research.
There could be three types
of users:
1. Students who access materi-
als through the university
that produced them, as per
current practice
2. Individual students outside
the university that created
the materials who access
materials for their own
learning at whatever stage of
life they are relevant to them
3. Other organisations, includ-
ing other universities, that
then contextualise and de-
liver the materials to their
students.
WHAT KIND OF MATERIALS
ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?
The Productivity Commission
has talked about “lectures” be-
ing made available for free.
But lectures are not a good way
of transmitting information,
especially online. For one
thing, they do not promote
critical thinking.
My plan proposes whole
courses or at least sections of
courses with assessments,
would be provided. This in-
cludes text, videos and soft-
ware and can include course
planning materials and evalua-
tion tools. An indication of the
academic level to which the
course speaks, and the amount
of possible credit, should also
be provided.
WHAT ABOUT
ACCREDITATION?
Accreditation of learning
should be considered as part of
this.
The OERu is an internation-
al organisation where partner
universities (including Penn
State in the US and Curtin
University in Australia) offer
free access to online courses.
Students pay reduced fees if
they want to submit assign-
ments, which can earn them
microcredits towards a degree
offered by one of the partners.
Amore radical option would
be to develop a system where
students collect microcredits
from whatever source they
wish and present them to an ac-
crediting body for an academic
award rather than enrolling in
a particular degree course.
SUGGESTED
RECOMMENDATIONS
As it prepares its draft report,
the accord review team should
recommend:
 Most university-generated
educational material should
be public and free
 As an interim goal, within
three years, 10% of all pub-
lic university courses should
be freely available online
 An organisation should be
created to develop the infra-
structure needed to do this.
This includes, open reposi-
tories, a peer review system
for open educational materi-
als, and systems for offering
microcredits to students and
academic credit to academ-
ics who take part.
WHY IS THIS A GOOD IDEA?
The Productivity Commission
says making this material
public will encourage higher
quality teaching, empower stu-
dents and assist in lifelong
learning. On top of this, there
is the potential for true reform
of the educational landscape. It
provides opportunities for col-
laboration between universi-
ties, rather than a competitive
business model.
And it would make teaching
more important, rather than an
“inconvenient task” by those
seeking academic advance-
ment through research. Finally,
it would genuinely make learn-
ing more accessible and more
affordable, no matter who you
are or where you live.
Richard F.
Heller
Emeritus Professor,
University of Newcastle
A
DIYdegree?
Why Universities should make online
educational materials free for all
Face
Day
of the
https://theconversation.com/diy-
degree-why-universities-should-
make-online-educational-materi-
als-free-for-all-205564
YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE by Saurabbh Sachdeva
ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20
A vacation you only dreamed about is
likely to become a reality soon. Healthy
eating will help prevent digestive ailments.
Money will be no constraint in buying what
you like. Driving down with lover to a hap-
pening place is indicated today.
LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23
You are likely to ﬁnd the day most auspi-
cious. Your knowledge about your line of
work will be roundly appreciated and get
you the thumbs up from higher ups. Friends
and family may get together to give you a
surprise and make your day.
SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22
Problem about ﬁnances will be resolved.
Those on medication will ﬁnd a distinct
improvement in their condition. Smooth
going is indicated for those on a long
journey. Stars on the property front appear
the brightest.
LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22
Something you have implemented at work
is likely to proﬁt the company and get
you noticed. You are likely to celebrate
the achievement of a family youngster in
a grand way. Shifting into your very own
house may soon become a reality.
AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19
Your stars favour a bright beautiful day .A
family reunion is on the cards and you may
get invited to a social function. Tax advisor
will be a big help in saving taxes, so don’t
hesitate. It is difﬁcult for the relationship of
friends turned lovers to fall apart, so relax.
TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20
Your popularity is set to soar on both
personal and professional fronts. Some of
you will have to curb your splurging ways.
Family life will cruise along smoothly with
much love and bonhomie. Don’t speed up
on the road.
VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23
Money put together on previous occasions
is likely to come in handy. A family young-
ster is keen to learn from you, so don’t
disappoint. Settling down in a new house
is indicated for some. You may have to
awaken partner’s interest in you once again.
CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20
Some clariﬁcation will need to be sought
on a ﬁnancial issue, before you take the
next step. Efforts in the real estate market
may bear fruit. A project left halfway by
someone else may come on your shoulders,
but your efforts will be acknowledged.
SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22
Your ﬁnancial situation is set to improve,
as earning opportunities come to you. Help
from co-workers in a time consuming task
will be forthcoming on the work front. Sup-
port of family will encourage you to take
up a challenge.
PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20
Changes made by you at workplace may
not be appreciated by all. Strict dietary
control will keep you ﬁt as a ﬁddle. A family
reunion is on the cards and will enable you
to meet everyone. You can be tasked to
organise an outing for friends and relations.
GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21
Help extended to someone will help him
or her get ahead on the academic front.
People falling under this sign will have
very refreshing day. Visiting a mall or
watching a movie with family is likely to be
the highlight of the day for some.
CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23
Money coming from various streams will
keep you in an elated state of mind. A
new ﬁtness regime that you have adopted
promises to keep you in the pink of health.
Your search for perfect partner may soon
be over.
Lifelong learning can help to ensure that workforce
skills are up to date and that jobs in high demand can
be filled, as well as enabling people to create new job
opportunities through innovation.
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