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Sworn-in as the state’s 14th chief minister, Pramod Sawant on Monday vowed to
make Goa the top tourism destination in India, while also listing employment regen-
eration and resumption of mining activity as top priorities of his government. Sawant,
along with eight other ministers were administered oath in presence of PM Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP chief JP Nadda and CMs of 7 BJP-ruled states.
SAWANT TAKES
OATH AS GOA CM,
ANNOUNCES STATE
BUDGET ON MAR 30
Will Smith stormed the Oscars stage and struck comedian Chris Rock across the
face for joking about his wife. Rock, presenting the best documentary prize with a
short comedy routine, had cracked a joke comparing Jada Pinkett Smith’s tightly
cropped hair to Demi Moore’s appearance in the film “G.I. Jane”. Jada, also an
actress, suffers from alopecia, and publicly revealed her diagnosis in 2018.
WILL SMITH
SLAPS CHRIS
ROCK OVER WIFE
JOKE AT OSCARS
NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION AGAINST PM IMRAN KHAN TABLED
SHAHBAZSHARIF
NEXTPAKPM?
Debate on Motion on March 31, voting likely on April 4
Islamabad (Agencies):
The no-trust motion
against Imran Khan
could be delayed and be
held next month, Paki-
stan-based news agency
the Dawn reported. Pa-
kistan interior minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
told the media that the
voting on the no-trust
motion would take
place on April 4 as the
Pakistan national as-
sembly speaker allowed
tabling it on Monday
afternoon. Pakistan op-
position leader of the
National Assembly
, Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif moved the no-confi-
dence motion.
The comments by the
Pakistan cabinet minis-
ter shows that the gov-
ernment is seeking to
buy more time in a bid
to save the Imran Khan
government from get-
ting ousted. The rule
states that once a no-
trust or no-confidence
motion is tabled then it
‘shall not be voted upon
before the expiry of
three days, or later than
seven days.’
The opposition has
criticised Asad Qaiser
for acting in a partial
manner and on behalf
of Imran Khan’s Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf-
led (PTI) government.
Jamhoori Watan Party
leader and special assis-
tant to the prime minis-
ter (SAPM) Shah
zain
Bugti’s resignation also
was detrimental to Im-
ran Khan’s bid to re-
main in power.
Kolkata: Five Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
MLAs including the
Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari
were suspended from
the West Bengal As-
sembly on Monday fol-
lowing a clash with
TMC MLAs on the
floor of the House over
Birbhum violence.
The other BJP MLAs
suspended include
Manoj Tigga, Shankar
Ghosh, Narahari Ma-
hato and Dipak Bar-
man. The MLAs were
suspended until fur-
ther notice. BJP MLAs
then held a protest out-
side the Assembly
.
Pak Punjab CM
Usman Buzdar
resigns; PML-Q’s
Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi likely to be
next chief minister
File photo of Pakistan PM Imran Khan with LoP in National Assembly Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif.
West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar called on the Union Home Minister Amit Shah at his
residence in New Delhi on Monday.
FAZL-UR-REHMAN
COULD BE NEXT
PAK PRESIDENT
According to sources,
PML-N president
Shahbaz Sharif could
be next prime minister
of Pakistan, replacing
Imran Khan. They also
suggested that cleric and
current president of Ja-
miat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI)
Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman
could replace Arif Alvi
to take over the role of
president of Pakistan.
The chairman’s position
could go to former prime
minister and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
leader Yusuf Raza Gillani.
The current speaker of
the Punjab province
assembly, Chaudhry Per-
vaiz Elahi, could replace
him and take over the
role of chief minister. The
Pakistan Muslim League-
Q (PML-Q), an ally of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
had demanded that
Chaudhary Pervaiz Elahi
be appointed to the role.
Suvendu, four other
BJP MLAs suspended
from Bengal Assembly
BJP MLAs in a scuffle with TMC MLAs during a session of the
West Bengal Legislative Assembly in Kolkata on Monday.
WB GUV JAGDEEP DHANKHAR MEETS AMIT SHAH
An ally of the Pakistan PM Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), the Pakis
tan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q) finalised a deal on Monday with the opposition party Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) which could see Imran Khan step down in less than a week. People
familiar with the developments said that PML-N president Shahbaz Sharif could be next Pak PM
Will fight for claim over Chandigarh: Punjab
CM Bhagwant Mann after Shah’s remark
Chandigarh: A day af-
ter Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah an-
nounced that Central
Civil Service Rules
will be implemented
for all employees un-
der Chandigarh Ad-
ministration, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann said that
his government will
fight strongly for its
“rightful claim over
Chandigarh”.
“Central Govt has
been stepwise impos-
ing officers and person-
nel from other states
and services in Chandi-
garh administration.
This goes against the
letter and spirit of Pun-
jab Reorganisation Act
1966. Punjab will fight
strongly for its rightful
claim over Chandi-
garh…(sic),” Mann
tweeted on Monday.
Punjab has been see-
ing these developments
as infringement on
rights of the state and
a violation of the Reor-
ganisation Act. The
state has been staking
claim on Chandigarh
as its capital.
Bharat Bandh: 48-hour strike begins,
sees partial response in several states
New Delhi (ANI): A 48
hours Bharat bandh or
a nationwide strike
called by different trade
unions to protest
against government
policies has kicked off
in several states on
Monday
.
The strike will be ob-
served for two days,
March 28 and 29.
This is the first such
strike after the BJP won
the Assembly elections
in four of five states.
Reduced rate of inter-
est on Employees’ Prov-
ident Fund Organisa-
tion, rising fuel prices,
are among a few rea-
sons for the Bandh call.
KERALA HC ASKS
STATE TO RESTRICT
GOVT STAFF FROM
JOINING STRIKE
Kochi: Kerala High Court di-
rected the State Government
to issue an order restrict-
ing the state government
employees from participating
in the two-day Bandh. The
Court also observed that it is
illegal that state government
employees are participating
in the strike. Hours after
the high court order, Kerala
government barred its em-
ployees from participating
in the general strike.
THE CRIMINAL
PROCEDURE
(IDENTIFICATION)
MoS (Home)
Ajay Mishra
tables Bill in
Lok Sabha
New Delhi (Agencies):
Amid the ongoing sec-
ond half of the budget
session which com-
menced on March 14,
the Minister of State for
Home Affairs Ajay
Mishra Teni presented
the ‘Criminal Proce-
dure Identification Bill’
in the lower house of
the Parliament - Lok
Sabha. While present-
ing the bill, the MoS as-
sured that the new bill
will not only help the
police in investigation
but also increase pros-
ecutions.
Members from the Left Front
gathered in huge numbers and
blocked tracks at Jadavpur
Railway Station in Kolkata.
WHAT IS THE BILL?
The Bill aims to give the
police the full authorisa-
tion to take certain exami-
nations for the purpose
of identification of the
criminal. The examina-
tions allowed as per the
bill are, “finger-impres-
sions, palm-print impres-
sions, footprint impres-
sions, photographs, iris
and retina scan, physical,
biological samples and
their analysis, behavioural
attributes, including sig-
natures, handwriting or
any other examination.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A day after the
BJPsaiditsentCongress
leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra a train ticket to
meet women crime vic-
tims in Rajasthan, Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
offered to send Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah a chartered plane
to visit the state.
Gehlot tweeted that
he wanted Shah to see
the law and order-relat-
ed innovations made in
Rajasthan and how well
the state is fighting
crime. The tit for tat was
over the alleged rape of
a 15-year-old girl by the
son of a ruling Con-
gress MLA. BJP state
secretary Jitendra
Gothwal on Sunday
challenged Gandhi to
come to Jaipur, tweet-
ing that he has sent her
a train ticket and also
reminding the Congress
general secretary of her
“Ladki Hoon, Lad Sakti
Hoon” campaign.
A day later, Gehlot re-
spondedbysaying,“BJP
leaders repeatedly in-
vite Priyanka Gandhi
over (the situation of)
crimes in Rajasthan
even though she does
not hold any constitu-
tional post.  Turn to P8
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
We don’t do politics on crimes like BJP: Gehlot
RUSSIAN BILLIONAIRE,
UKRAINE PEACE
NEGOTIATORS MAY
HAVE BEEN POISONED:
STATES WSJ REPORT
RAJ DISCOMS PAY
ADANI POWER
`5,997 CRORE
AFTER SC ORDER
Jaipur: After a long wait,
Rajasthan Discoms fi-
nally paid its dues to Adani
Power in compliance with
the order of the Supreme
Court. The discoms made
payment of principal
amount Rs 3,048 crore
and interest (carrying
charge) of Rs 2,949 crore.
The entire matter is related
to the payment of coal im-
ported from Indonesia for
Kawai thermal plant. Along
with paying the liability,
the discom administration
has now started prepa-
rations to recover this
amount from the public
in the form of surcharge.
However, the proposal will
be put in the tariff petition
in this regard first.
Sanctioned Russian
billionaire Roman
Abramovich and Ukrain-
ian peace negotiators
suffered symptoms of
suspected poisoning
earlier this month after a
meeting in Kyiv, the Wall
Street Journal reported
on Monday. Abramovich,
who accepted a Ukrainian
request to help negotiate
an end to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine,
and at least two senior
members of the Ukrainian
team, were affected. Their
symptoms included red
eyes, constant and painful
tearing, and peeling of
skin on faces and hands.
Defending Priyanka, CM fires salvos at Modi-Shah, stresses that Raj government would
send a charter flight for Home Minister Amit Shah so he can see the law and order
innovations which have made the state more peaceful than Gujarat!
Ashok Gehlot
@ashokgehlot51
We will send Charter Plane
to Union Home Minister Mr.
Amit Shah and would like
to request him to come to
Rajasthan and see for himself
the innovative initiatives
being carried out regarding
law and order.
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Jaipur: An amount of
Rs 11,580.59 lakh will be
spent by the state gov-
ernment on water trans-
port system through
tankers in urban and
rural areas in the sum-
mer season. Giving this
information, Water Re-
sources Minister Ma-
hesh Joshi said that Rs
8,669.30 lakh in rural
areas and Rs 2,911.29
lakh in urban areas will
be provided by the
Public Health Engi-
neering Department
(PHED) for water
transport between
April and Au-
gust.
Adminis-
trative and
financial
sanction has been is-
sued. Apart from this,
arrangements for water
transport will be made
by the district collectors
in the famine affected
areas of 10 districts --
Churu, Barmer, Bi-
kaner, Jalore,
Jaisalmer, Pali,
Sirohi, Jodhpur,
Nagaur and
D u n g a r p u r.
Joshi directed
the depart-
mental of-
ficers to
e n s u r e
water transport to peo-
ple. He also directed
them to take all neces-
sary measures, includ-
ing collection of drink-
ing water samples from
the source and its regu-
lar testing. The officials
of PHED have been in-
structed to follow the
three coupon system for
water transport by tank-
ersandmonitorthrough
GPS and OTP
. All the of-
ficers will have to send a
weekly report to the
State HQs regarding the
water transport system.
PHED to ensure water supply in urban,
rural areas between April and August
Question Hour
USE iPHONES GIVEN ON BUDGET DAY
FOREASIERWORK:JOSHITOBJPMLAS
iPHONES WERE GIVEN FOR IT-ENABLED WORKING OF THE HOUSE, SAYS SPEAKER DR CP JOSHI
Yogesh Sharma and
Naresh Sharma
Jaipur: After the BJP
MLAs returned the iP-
hones distributed to all
legislators on Budget
day, Speaker Dr CP
Joshi on Monday said
the phones were given
for IT-enabled working
of the House and direct-
ed the members to use
them. Joshi told the
House that these
phones were given un-
der the direction of the
Assembly
.
All 200 MLAs in the
House were given iP-
hone-13 along with a
briefcase following the
budget presentation on
Feb 23. The BJP decided
that its MLAs would re-
turn the iPhones citing
the financial bur-
den on the state
govt. “The in-
tention behind
giving the
phone was that
we are making
the entire process
of our Assembly IT-en-
abled. Like this time we
did not give the hard
copy of the budget, we
gave the budget copy on
this phone,” Speaker
said.  —(With agency inputs)
CP Joshi gave order on Monday. (Inset) MLA
Ramlal Sharma holding iphone. —FILE PHOTO
Earlier I
wanted to
make a re-
quest, but now whether
you accept the request
or not, I as the Speak-
er, with the permission
of everyone, direct that
BJP MLAs to take
back the returned iP-
hones from the Assem-
bly and use them.
—Dr CP Joshi, Speaker
House adjourned sine die; 15th
Assembly worked over 171 hrs
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Proceedings of
the seventh session of
the current Ra-
jasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly
were ad-
journed sine
die on Monday
.
After comple-
tion of the sched-
uled business of the
House on Monday,
Speaker Dr CP Joshi
adjourned the House.
This seventh session
of the 15th state assem-
bly began on Feb 9. The
session began with the
Guv’s address followed
by Chief Minister Ge-
hlot presenting the
state budget for the FY-
2022-23 on Feb 23.
Presenting the de-
tailed report of the ses-
sion, Joshi said that a
total of 25 sittings were
held that lasted for 171-
hrs and 19-mins.
BUDGET
SESSION
AMIN KHAN: OUR GOVT IS WEAK THAT’S WHY
PUNJAB AND HARYANA DARE TO STOP WATER
Jaipur: Congress MLA Amin Khan has again raised ques-
tions on his own government regarding the functioning
of Indira Gandhi Canal Project (IGNP) and termed the
government “weak for not getting the
full water of its share from Punjab”.
“There was a plan to bring water from
IGNP till Gadra Road and to take it to
Rann of Kutch. Now it is being said that
if the water has run out. It is not their
fault, it is the weakness of the Rajasthan
government. Whether Punjab or Haryana suppresses that
water, they are stronger than us, we are weak in front of
their strength,” said Khan. He said the management of the
canal is very weak. “This is weakness, it harms our people.
Rajasthan should fight for its water rights and the Indira
Gandhi Canal should be taken to the Rann of Kutch in
Gujarat,” he said.
SARAF SPEAKS ON
MISSING GIRLS,
CAUTIONS GOVT
BJP MLA Kalicharan
Saraf raised the matter
of two minor sisters
missing in the Assem-
bly on Monday. He has
given time till April 10 to
the govt and the police
and cautioned to launch
an agitation if the girls
are not found. The girls
studying in class 11th and
12th of a private school
from Mahesh Nagar area
went missing on Feb 3.
Saraf also commented
on PSK saying that he is
“a non-serious minister”.
CM Gehlot took important
department from him.
‘SKIPPING BULLDOZER
IN UP, CRIMINALS
COMING TO RAJ’
During the Zero Hour
proceedings in the
Vidhan Sabha, MLA Avi-
nash raised the issue of
criminal from UP coming
to Raj. “The criminals on
whom Bulldozer Baba
has run bulldozers in UP,
they are now coming to
Rajasthan,” he said. BJP
MLA Madan Dilawar also
spoke in the middle but
Speaker Joshi reprimand-
ed him. “Have you taken
any contract or are you
appointed as a spy?”Joshi
said adding that he was
not taking any strict action
as it’s last day of House.
CHOUDHURY COMES TO RESCUE
OF MEENA’S SON IN RAPE CASE
Reacting to oppn demand for a CBI probe into the
rape charge against the son of ruling Congress
legislator Johri Lal Meena, party’s Dy Chief Whip in
the State Assembly Mahendra Choudhury pointed
out on Monday that the woman, who has levelled the
allegation against the son, had also accused the MLA
of the same crime and investigation is still going on
in that case. He alleged that BJP is in the habit of
demanding CBI probe into every incident whereas
the police and the SOG are doing a good job. Truth
will be out once the allegation levelled, he added.
‘RUNNER’ YADAV CORNERS GOVT
OVER INDIRA GANDHI CANAL
Independent MLA Baljeet Yadav, who ran for 12
hours in Jaipur’s Central Park protesting against
the irregularities in govt recruitment and the fraud
of Gurukul University, cornered the govt on Indira
Gandhi Canal. He said summer has come, but till
now the tubewells of Janata Jal Yojana have not
been dug. “What is the use of bringing medicine at
the time of death, I have spoken here many time, I
have even run for 12 hours and 20 minutes. He said
there was a plan to bring Chambal water to his area
but nothing happened during both the govt.
CHCs ARE ONLY OPENED AS PER THE NORMS
OF GoI, 20K OPENED IN TRIBAL AREA: MEENA
Health Minister Parsadi Lal Meena said that
Community Health Centers are opened as per
the norms laid down in the guidelines of the GoI. He
also made it clear that the
right to relax the prescribed
norms is vested at the Chief
Minister’s level only. In
response to a supplemen-
tary question, Meena said
that Primary Sub Health Centers are opened on a
population of 5000 in the general area and 3,000 in
the desert and tribal areas. Similarly, primary health
centers are opened on a population of 30,000 in
general areas and 20,000 in desert and tribal areas.
12 LETTERS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN TO PUNJAB
ON CONTAMINATED WATER: MALVIYA
Water Resources Minister Mahendrajeet Singh
Malviya assured the house that a team of
officers of the department would go to Punjab and
try to solve the problem of
contaminated water coming
from Punjab in the canals
of Shri Ganganagar. He said
that 12 letters have been
written by the State Govt
to the Punjab Govt regarding contaminated water.
The minister said that CM Gehlot has also written
a letter to CM of Punjab. He informed that the NGT
has directed the Punjab Govt on 22 January 2021 to
develop an effective monitoring mechanism.
IIIT WILL BE OPERATED ON PPP MODE WITH
50% CENTRE AND 35% STATE STAKE: GARG
Technical Education Minister Subhash Garg in-
formed the house that regular classes for the year
2022-23 in Kota’s IIIT will be started by December
31, 2022. Replying to a
supplementary question, he
said that IIIT will be oper-
ated on PPP mode, under
which the Government of
India has 50 percent stake
and the State Government has 35 percent and four
private sector companies have 15 percent stake.
He said that the Government of India and the State
Government have given their amount while the dues
of one of the four companies are yet to be paid.
DHARIWAL SPEAKS ON MURDER OF E-MITRA
OPERATOR, INFORMS PROBE IS ON BY SOG
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Shanti Dhariwal
said on behalf the Home Minister that investiga-
tion is going on in the case of murder of E-Mitra
operator in Nohar, Ha-
numangarh. He said that
investigation is being done
by SOG and local Police.
Relatives, neighbors, and
suspects have been ques-
tioned in connection with the matter. He assured
that if any other points come regarding the murder
case, they will also be included in the investigation.
Raj wants to repeat
thumping majority
of BJP: Poonia
Manoj Chourasia
Abu Road: State BJP
PresidentDr.SatishPoo-
nia on Monday said that
in the assembly elec-
tions held in four states,
the people have given a
thumping majority to
the BJP. “Next year
thereareelectionsinRa-
jasthan also and every
worker will have to play
a role in forming the
BJP govt in the state
with full hard work and
dedication,” he said.
Poonia reached Abu
Road in Sirohi from
Ahmedabad on Monday
.
The BJP workers un-
dertheleadershipof MP
Devji Patel gave a rous-
ingwelcometoPooniaat
the Rajasthan-Gujarat
border. Poonia did a
hugeroadshowfromthe
Gujarat border to Abu
Road city
. During his
visit to Sarupganj he
stopped by BJP worker
Dheera Ram Meena’s
house in Meenawas and
triedhishandatmaking
rotis and ate them.
Satish Poonia, Bhajan Lal Sharma and
Otaram Devasi during the road show on
Monday. (Inset) Poonia posing with bow
and arrow in workers’ convention held in
Pindwara, Sirohi.
NADDA IN SWM ON
APRIL 2; PREPS ON
Sawai Madhopur: BJP
National President JP
Nadda will reach Sawai
Madhopur on April 2.
District BJP meeting has
been organized regarding
the preparations for
Nadda’s visit. State
Organization General
Secy Chandrashekhar
took a meeting of office
representatives and and
assigned responsibilities
for the grand welcome.
Dausa: Today was a day
of profit for the BJP in
Dausa and loss for the
Congress. Amidst the
digital membership
campaign of the Con-
gress, about three doz-
en workers who had
worked as Congress of-
ficials in Dausa Sikrai
and Bandikui joined
the BJP on Monday
.
Under the leadership
of Subhash Mariada
and Bhavani Jaupada,
BJP District President
Ratan Tiwari got these
workers the primary
membership of BJP. 
—FIB
36 Congmen
join BJP
DotasratakesonCentreagainst
inflation,cornersAAPinRaj
First India Bureau
Jaipur: PCC Chief Go-
vind Singh Dotasra
while talking about
AAP getting active in
Rajasthan, said that
anyone can contest elec-
tions but our flagship
plans and our budget
considers that the poor
is God. He said that the
Congress will form a
govt in 2023.
Responding on rape
charge against MLA
Johri Lal Meena’s son,
Dotasra said that mere
allegation does not
prove the truth. The
guilty will not be
spared. He took on the
Modi govt over rising
inflation and said that
Congress across the
state will hit the streets
against the issue. On
March 31, NSUI, IYC,
Congress Sewa Dal will
protest together.
GS Dotasra paying floral tributes on death anniv of former CM and
former Raj PCC President Late Haridev Joshi on Monday.
Khap members booked
for ostracising a family
Encroachments razed in
Zone 8 by JDA officials
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Following re-
ports of ostracising a
family for inviting
those already ostra-
cised by a khap pan-
chayat, a case has been
filed against a few
named members of the
caste panchayat in
Jaipur district.
According to Kotwali
police, the complainant,
Riyazuddin, who lives
in the Cheeni Ki Burj
area, was recently ex-
pelled from the ‘samaj’
by the caste panchayat
members for two years
in front of a large crowd
in Amer. People were
warned of punishment
if they had any contact
with him or his family
members, the complain-
ant said.
Police have regis-
tered a case against
khap members.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The Jaipur De-
velopment Authority
demolished encroach-
ments in Zone-08, Javi-
pra’s plan ‘WestWay
Heights’.
The road boundaries
of two residential colo-
nies were made en-
croachment free. Chief
Controller Enforce-
ment Raghuveer Saini
said that 200 feet was
encroached upon.
Even after the deci-
sion of the Rajasthan
High Court, the land
was not vacated even
after repeated commu-
nication. On Monday,
on the instructions of
Deputy Commissioner
Zone-08 and Revenue
and Technical staff and
Road Engineer branch
of the Zone, with the
help of JCB machines
and labourers, the con-
structions in Sector
Road were demolished.
The construction of a
200 feet important sec-
tor road was stalled for
about 100 meters from
the house coming in the
road boundary
.
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
KEY POINTS OF 15TH
RAJ ASSEMBLY
`11,580.59 LAKH WILL BE SPENT
BY THE STATE GOVERNMENT ON
WATER TRANSPORT SYSTEM
Mahesh Joshi
`5K REWARD TO THE PERSON WHO
TAKES VICTIM TO HOSPITAL: MEENA
Describing CM Chiranjeevi Jeevan Raksha scheme as
a unique scheme, Health Minister Parsadi Lal Meena
said that not only the life of the accident victim can be
saved, but the society can also be given a positive direc-
tion.Under the scheme, the state govt gives an award of
Rs 5000 and citation for taking the accident victim to the
hospital. The amount is divided in case there are more
than one person who have helped the victim and will not
be stopped unnecessarily in the hospital.
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Dausa: After  allega-
tions against the MLA’s
son in the gangrape
case of a minor regis-
tered in Mandawar po-
lice station, chairper-
son of the National
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights,
Priyank Kanoongo, on
Monday reached the
victim’s house and in-
quired about the entire
episode  raised ques-
tions on police action.
Talking to the media,
Kanoongo said that po-
lice administration con-
tinued to mislead him.
Meanwhile, the victim’s
statement under sec-
tion 164 of CrPC record-
ed in a court at Mahwa
amid tight security ar-
rangements. Mahwa
CO Brajesh Kumar, in-
vestigating officer said
police is investigating
every aspect related to
the case. The police also
collected the DVR of the
CCTV cameras in-
stalled at the hotel
where the alleged rape
took place.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Two scooty-
ridden girls at the red
light were crushed by a
speeding trailer truck
in the Mansarover area.
One of them died on
the spot while the other
was severely injured
and admitted to the
SMS Hospital. Both the
girls were returning
from college and were
on their way to the PG.
The incident took
place at the red light
crossroads near Bhrigu
Path in the Mansarovar
police station area at
around 11 pm. Seeing
the red light they
stopped.
During this, a
10-wheeled trailer truck
came from behind hit
the scooty
. Both the girls
were wearing helmets
during the incident. As
per the police the trailer
truck driver was caught
by locals. Later handed
over to the police. The
trailer truck was being
driven at a high speed.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Petrol  die-
sel prices were in-
creased for sixth
time in a week on
Monday
. Price of pet-
rol here increased by
33 paise to Rs 111.44
per litre, while the
price of diesel per li-
tre increased by 35
paise to Rs 94.89. Fuel
prices are likely to
increase more.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The Prepara-
tions are on for the
Vikram Samvat 2079.
After worshiping at the
Moti Dungri Ganesh
temple on Monday,
white horses were sent
for the city parikrama,
which would go in dif-
ferent directions and
promote Nav Samvat-
sara.
Mahant Kailash
Sharma from Moti Dun-
gri Ganesh Temple, Bal-
mukundacharya of
Hathoj Dham, Mahant
Sudarshanacharya of
Balaji Ghat, Sanskrit
Yuva Sanstha and Pres-
ident of Nav Samvatsar
Utsav Samaroh Samiti,
Pt. Suresh Mishra, Ma-
hamandaleshwar Puru-
shottam Bharti and oth-
ers offered prayers.
Chairman of the
committee, Pt. Suresh
Mishra said that white
horses will roam in the
eight directions for
four days. Along with
them, the workers of
the committee will
walk and distribute
pamphlets.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Jaipur’s Shipra
Path police station has
arrested five people in
connection with the
kidnapping of Sunit
Chand Jain.
One of the arrested
accused, Devendra Kha-
tana, is a former Youth
Congress secretary
. The
accused had occupied
Jain’s flat on Iskcon
Road. When asked them
to vacate the flat, the ac-
cused kidnapped and
beat him up. On March
27, Jain was abducted
from his flat on Patel
Marg. Jain’s son, Parag
Jain, informed the po-
liceafterwhichaspecial
team was formed and
five were arrested.
Interrogation re-
vealed miscreants want-
ed to take possession of
Jain’s flat. Those arrest-
ed have been identified
as Devendra Khatana,
Vir Singh, Lokesh Sin-
gh, Mahesh Singh and
Dilip Singh. A case reg-
istered.
Jaipur (PTI): Banking
services were not af-
fected majorly in Ra-
jasthan due to the na-
tion-wide strike called
by central trade unions
to protest against the
policies of the Union
government, according
to a union official.
Only three out of
nine bank unions have
given a call for the
strike so banking ser-
vices were not majorly
impacted, state conven-
er of the United Forum
of Bank Unions, Ma-
hesh Mishra, said.
Employees and offic-
ers of public sector
banks went on strike on
Monday to protest
against the central gov-
ernment’s move of pri-
vatisation and press for
restoration of the old
pension scheme.
Ashvini Yadav
Alwar: Guv Kalraj
Mishra on Monday
said that there is a
need to conduct prop-
er inspection of pri-
vate universities and
strict action should
be taken against
where wrong things
are happening.
“Whether it is a
private or govern-
ment university
, they
are torch bearers of
education. They
should be conducted
keeping the quality
of education intact,”
the Governor said
while addressing the
3rd
convocation of
Raj Rishi Bhartriha-
ri Matsya Vishwav-
idyalaya in Alwar.
The Governor said
that more girls are
winning gold medals
in the universities. In
defence also, the gov-
ernment has given
permission to girls to
go where very hard
is required. He also
advised to know the
Constitution well
and follow it as a our
guide.
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Kashiram Choudhary
Jaipur: The flight will
be started by Air Ara-
bia’s subsidiary Air
Arabia Abu Dhabi air-
line. At present, inter-
national flights are run-
ning from Jaipur Air-
port to 3 destinations of
Gulf countries.
These include flights
to Dubai, Sharjah and
Muscat.
Four years ago there
was a flight from Jaipur
to Abu Dhabi but Eti-
had Airways’ direct
flight to Abu Dhabi was
stopped on 28 Feb 2018.
Apart from this, di-
rect flights are also go-
ing to start for Bangkok
in Thailand from May 1.
Direct flight to Abu Dhabi from April 21
lll
Good news for
international air
travelers, there
will be a direct
flight after four
years from
Jaipur to Abu
Dhabi, from
April 21
DAUSA GANGRAPE: NCPCR HEAD
QUESTIONS POLICE ACTION IN CASE
Victim’s statement under 164 of
CrPC recorded in a court
Bank employees,
CPIM protested at
Khasa Kothi circle 
raised slogans
Police collected the DVR of the
CCTV installed at the hotel
Priyank Kanoongo with a police officer in Dausa on Monday.
CPIM members marching at Collecorate Circle. The
protest marches led to traffic jams on Monday.
—PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR
Governor Kalraj Mishra
addressing convocation.
19-YEAR-OLD RAPED AND
BLACKMAILED BY KNOWN
WOMAN AMONG 3 GET 20-YR
JAIL FOR MINOR’S RAPE
Jaipur: A 19-year-old girl was repeat-
edly raped by a familiar young man
after giving her intoxicating drink.
He also abused her by threatening to
make obscene clippings and photos
viral. The victim, who reached Murli-
pura police station along with family
members, filed a case against the
accused on Saturday. A few months
ago, the accused called her in front
of a College to meet her and gave her
intoxicating drinks after which she
vomited. He forcibly raped her by in-
timidation and took obscene clippings
and photographs of her. She was
raped several times by threat.
Dholpur: The Special POCSO Court
here on Monday convicted three,
including a woman, for outraging
modesty of a minor girl about 7 years
ago under Mania police limits of
district  sentenced each of them to
20 years of imprisonment. The court
also imposed a penalty of Rs 2.6 lakh
on the convicts, of which Rs 2 lakh
would be given to the victim. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, three persons
had gone to victims house to charge
up their mobile phones but abducted
his 13-year-old daughter. Public pros-
ecutor Santosh Mishra presented 17
witnesses during course of hearing.
MARRIED WOMAN RAPED REPEATEDLY  THREATENED
Sikar: A case of gang rape with a married woman has come to light in
the rural area of the district. It is alleged that two youths raped a married
woman with a knife on her daughter’s neck. They recorded the obscene
video and threatened to make it viral, if disclosed, on social media. After
this, the blackmailing row started and the victim was raped many times. On
the complaint of the victim, the police have started the search for the ac-
cused. On the woman’s report, police registered case and investigation on.
BJP is in the
habit of de-
manding CBI
probe into every incident
whereas the police and
the SOG are doing a
good job. Truth will be
out about the woman.
—Mahendra Choudhury
Deputy Chief Whip
Essential el-
ements of
Constitu-
tion, moral obliga-
tions and duties
should be under-
stood and followed.
Then a healthy de-
mocracy will emerge
—Kalraj Mishra, Governor
Guv calls for inspection
of govt  pvt universities
1 girl crushed to death, 1
injured by truck trailer
No impact of strike on banking sector
12,82,920
TOTAL CASES
9 IN A DAY
3 IN JAIPUR
12,73,105
TOTAL RECOVERED
9,551
TOTAL DEATHS
0 IN A DAY
0 IN JAIPUR
264
ACTIVE CASES
COVID-19
UPDATE
Preps on for Vikram Samvat
2079 at Moti Dungri temple
Youth Congress leader,
four others arrested
Panic button in
buses introduced
for women safety
Petrol  diesel
price hike by
33  35 paise
BAN ON TRANSFERS MAY BE REMOVED
FROM APRIL, SAY OFFICIAL SOURCES
JMC HERITAGE COLLECTS RS 58.5L TAXES
NEWS DIGEST
Jaipur: If all goes well, the ban on transfers may
be removed from April. Highly placed sources in
the state admin-
istration have
revealed that both
the administra-
tive and political
realms in the
state have been vouching for removal of ban on
transfers. Therefore, mulling has been intiiated on
this aspect from the state government’s side and
it is believed that with the turn of month, ban on
transfer may be lifted.
Jaipur: JMCH has collected more than Rs 58.5 lakh
as various taxes in a single day under a special cam-
paign. The Civil Lines zone garnered Rs 33,17,834
while Adarsh Nagar zone mustered Rs 10,80,784,
Kishanpole zone Rs 8,62,165 and Hawa Mahal-Amer
zone Rs 5,96,554. Highest amount of Rs 49,94,448
collected under head of UD tax from 144 persons
while Rs 7,72,110 was collected as advt tax from 10
persons and Rs 89,256 as house tax from 23.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: To ensure the
safety of women in pub-
lic transport, the state
government has intro-
duced the ‘panic button’
initiative.
The pressing of the
panic button will alert
the police about any
wrongdoing being done
with the women. About
3 lakh public transport
vehicles running in the
state will have a panic
button. A vehicle loca-
tion tracking device
(VLTD) will now be in-
stalled on vehicles. GPS
will be connected to the
Emergency Response
System prepared.
	
z Direct flight will start
for Abu Dhabi from
April 21
	
z Flight 3L-175 will ar-
rive at Jaipur from Abu
Dhabi at 4:55 am
	
z Flight 3L-176 will de-
part from Jaipur to Abu
Dhabi at 5:40 am
	
z Direct flight to Bang-
kok starts from May 1
	
z Salaam Air direct
flights to Muscat
DIRECT FLIGHTS
Deceased Shreya.
MLA Wajib Ali’s
relatives booked
for firing in event
First India Bureau
Bharatpur: Political
trouble in unabated fir-
ing  waving of weap-
ons in ceremony to
honour Nagar MLA
Wajib Ali is gaining
momentum. On Mon-
day, BJP workers took
action in the matter by
submitting a memoran-
dum to the Governor.
On the other hand,
Sikri police has regis-
tered a case of firing
against two people in
connection with the in-
cident. Word is that the
named accused are rel-
atives of the MLA, ac-
tion demanded against
them.
White horses were sent for the city parikrama by Mahant Kailash
Sharma on Monday. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR
KIDNAPPING CASE
Accused in police custody.
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Health is the best gift,
contentment the best wealth,
trust the best kinsman,
nirvana the greatest joy. Drink
the nectar of the dharma in the
depths of meditation, and
become free from fear and sin.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
Delivered the keynote address at UAE-
India Startup Forum 2022 in Abu Dhabi.
Urged investors  startup world to be
part of the India growth story where
tremendous opportunities await. Called
for strengthening the 21st century’s
defining India-UAE partnership.
Kiren Rijiju
@KirenRijiju
India’s very talented U-18
women’s football team winning the
#SAFFU18Womens trophy will go
a long way in giving confidence
and generate more interest towards
Football in India.
TOP TWEETS
SIGNS OF BIPOLAR
WORLD AS RUSSIA,
UKRAINE WAR
LOOKS ENDLESS
n one of his speeches
President Joe Biden
described democracy
as“fragile”.Vladimir
Putin and Xi Jinping,
Presidents of Russia and China,
havealsoexpressedoppositionto
liberalism. President Xi favours
a powerful state. In India liberals
arederogatorilycalled“libtards”
to shut out any space for the lib-
eral thought. Christophe Jaffre-
lot, professor of Indian politics
and sociology at King’s College
London has categorised democ-
racy in “people’s democracies”
“guided democracies”, “illiberal
democracies” and “authoritari-
an democracies”.
War in Ukraine has forced a
closer look at the world which is
fast turning bipolar in which
the United Nations has been ren-
dered useless. Even the US dol-
lar may lose its pole position if
countries start paying in other
currencies like the Chinese
yuan and Indian rupee to duck
US sanctions. That would mean
an end to the idea of the world
as a global village.
Russiamaynotwinthewarbut
if it does it could lead to the rise
of authoritarian democracies.
I
his was one cha-
otic scene the Tri-
namool Congress
government could
have avoided in its
own interest. Unless the fisti-
cuff intheWestBengalHouse
wasstartedbyBJPlegislators
who have not been able to
come to terms with their hu-
miliating defeat in the Assem-
bly elections. Scenes of the
brawl reaching the BJP’s IT
Cell in no time also raise a few
questions to which no honest
answers will be forthcoming.
Be that as it may, parliamen-
tarydemocracyinIndiakeeps
touching such lows once in a
while.Onedoesn’tknowwhen
it will touch its nadir and
what that will be like.
Similar, or worse, scenes
were first witnessed in Tamil
Nadu in 1988 when support-
ers of J. Jayalalithaa and
Chief Minister MG Ra-
machandran’s widow Janaki
clashed. In the free-for-all that
lasted over an hour, the two
AIADMK factions of Janaki
and Jayalalitha used mikes
and chairs as weapons. That
was the first time when police
entered the Assembly and
lathi-charged the members.
TheTNAssemblywitnessed
similar riotous scenes in 1989
when Karunanidhi’s glasses
were broken and a DMK min-
ister tried to disrobe Jay-
alalithaa.Thistimetoo,projec-
tiles, which included mikes
and slippers, were freely used.
The only difference was that
the police were not troubled.
On October 22, 1997 the UP
AssemblyalsowitnessedaTa-
mil Nadu-like combat when
Congress leader Pramod Ti-
wari along with the BSP de-
mandeddivisionof theHouse.
Paperweights, microphone
stands, chairs were freely
used. In the end several mem-
berssufferedseriousinjuries,
just like the way some were
injured in the Bengal Assem-
bly on Monday
.
WHEN THE HOUSE TURNS
INTO A BATTLE ZONE
Scenes of the brawl reaching
the BJP’s IT Cell in no time
also raise a few questions
to which no honest
answers will be
forthcoming. Be that as it
may, parliamentary democracy
in India keeps touching such
lows once in a while. One
doesn’t know when it will
touch its nadir and what
that will be like
T
THE DAY PAKISTAN BETRAYED
BALOCH  BALOCHISTAN
or centuries the land of the
Balochpeoplehasbeenknown
as Balochistan. The first Ba-
lochConfederacywasfounded
in the 12th century
, named
Kalat. From the date of its for-
mation till March 27 1948, it
remained and enjoyed the sta-
tusof anindependentcountry
.
Historically, the Greater
Balochistan region was re-
motely located far away from
the Kingdom of Persia in the
west and equally at a dis-
tance from Indian princely
states in the east. At present,
the Kalat, known as Balo-
chistan, a part of Greater
Balochistan, is now disputed
territory, illegally annexed
by Pakistan, lies between the
Sindh province of Pakistan
and the western internation-
al border of Iran.
In Delhi on August 4, 1947,
a meeting was held between
Sir Sultan Ahmad as repre-
sentative of Kalat and Mo-
hammad Ali Jinnah and Lia-
quat Ali Khan as representa-
tive of Pakistan interim gov-
ernment under the supervi-
sion of Viceroy Lord Moun-
baitan representing the
crown of the British king-
dom. A formal standstill
agreement was signed. It was
agreed upon that Kalat state
would be recognised as an in-
dependent country from Au-
gust 5, 1947, the same status it
enjoyed for many centuries.
The formal standstill agree-
ment between Kalat and the
future state of Pakistan on
occasion reads —That Paki-
stan recognised Kalat as an
independent country. That
legal opinion will be obtained
that whether the Pakistan
government is legally bound
to follow the agreements and
treaties signed between Kalat
and the British Government.
A further meeting will be
held after obtaining the legal
opinion between the repre-
sentatives of Kalat and Paki-
stan. Meantime a standstill
agreement will be made be-
tween Kalat and Pakistan.
The discussion will take
place between Pakistan and
Kalat to reach a decision on
defence, external affairs and
communication. Separately
Britishers will inform the
other rulers of the Baloch re-
gion- Sardars of Kharan and
Lasbela that control of their
region had been shifted to
Kalat under the rule of Khan.
Sinceitsemergencein1947,
Pakistan has been infamous
for not keeping its promises
to the world’s countries. Paki-
stan’s foreign policy is known
for betrayals, taking u-turns
from agreed-upon treaties,
and disowning amicably
agreed agreements. Despite
the Standstill Agreement, on
March 27, 1948, the Pakistan
establishment betrayed the
Baloch people and Pakistan’s
army under GOC Maj. Gen.
Mohammad Akbar Khan in-
vadedtheKalat.Inresistance,
thousands of Baloch were
killed. Pakistan army sized
Kalat and took its ruler to Ka-
rachi and forced him to sign
the instrument of accession.
Jinnah accepted the Instru-
ment of Accession on March
30, 1948. The independent life
of the State of Kalat finally
came up to an end.
Since March 27, 1948, Ba-
loch people and Balochistan
have been facing Pakistan
establishment’s and its lead-
ers’ oppressions and suppres-
sions over them. Pakistan
not only illegally occupied
Kalat state and other parts of
Balochistan but also treated
them as second class citizens.
Today Baloch people are fac-
ing traumatic conditions in
their own land and fighting
for the existence of its iden-
tity and its land, the exist-
ence which Pakistan wants
to eradicate. All these years,
the Baloch are struggling for
life and reclaiming their
homeland, i.e. Balochistan.
In the last seven decades,
the suffering of the Baloch
people has been due to pain,
atrocity
, and oppressions that
Pakistan has given them to
suppress their voices. A voice
that wants to save its culture,
people, and homeland from
Pakistan, its army, and its
leadership, which is trying to
gain control over their his-
torically and traditionally
rich but one of the best piec-
es of land on earth with hefty
of natural resources.
Till now, thousands of Ba-
loch, its political leaders,
children and woman have
been either killed or facing
brutal treatment in jails by
this repression of Pakistan.
Furthermore, there are
countless missing, for whom
there is no signal of them be-
ing dead or alive after they
were whisked up by the army
,
police and agencies of Paki-
stan. It is difficult to find a
Baloch family in Balochistan
which is not affected or in
deep pain by the inhumane
treatment of the autocratic
Pakistan government.
Today
, 74 years long, this il-
legal annexation has consoli-
datedtheBalochpeopleandits
struggle on an ideological and
political base. The black day
,
the27thdayof Marchreminds
the world and young genera-
tionof Balochistanabouthow
Pakistan forcibly occupied its
homeland at the behest of the
Pakistan army and its politi-
cal leader. This day is consid-
ered every year throughout
Balochistan and across the
world as a Black Day by many
Baloch organisations and ac-
tivists. Protest will be held on
this day across the globe.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
F
AZAD SINGH RATHORE
The writer is an author from Barmer,
Rajasthan and a politician, actively
working for Indian National Congress.
He is author of book Balochistan
The Heights of Oppression
Till now, thousands of
Baloch, its political leaders,
children and woman have
been either killed or facing
brutal treatment in jails by
this repression of Pakistan.
Furthermore, there are
countless missing, for
whom there is no signal of
them being dead or alive
after they were whisked up
by the army, police and
agencies of Pakistan. It is
difficult to find a Baloch
family in Balochistan
which is not affected or in
deep pain by the inhumane
treatment of the autocratic
Pakistan government
At present, the Kalat,
known as Balochistan,
a part of Greater
Balochistan, is now
disputed territory, illegally
annexed by Pakistan, lies
between the Sindh
province of Pakistan
and the western
international border of Iran
 


	5. To Receive Free  Newspaper
PDF Daily
Whatsapp:
http://bit.ly/whatsappjpr
Telegram:
https://t.me/firstindiajaipur
Click the above link☝  subscribe us on your
preferred platform.
 


	6. INDIA
JAIPUR | TUESDAY,  MARCH 29, 2022
05
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
What will Shivpal Yadav do next?
Mahesh Sharma
Patna: Pragatisheel Sa-
majwadi Party leader
Shivpal Yadav is once
again angry with his
nephew Akhilesh Yadav.
He is upset that he was
not invited to the meet-
ing of the legislature
party of the Samajwadi
Party
. Technically he is
an MLA of SP, so he
should have been called
for the meeting. But
since he has not merged
his party with the SP
and the SP had given
him a seat in coordina-
tion with his party,
therefore the SP is look-
ing at him like a leader
of any other ally party
.
That is why it was said
by the SP that on March
28, the ally parties will
meet, in which the par-
ties of Jayant Chaud-
hary
,ShivpalYadav,Om-
prakashRajbhar,Sanjay
Chauhan and Krishna
Patel will be called.
Technically both are
correct in their place.
But politics is not a tech-
nical thing. So it is not
beyond reasoning why
Shivpal Yadav was not
called. Before the elec-
tion,therewasharmony
between the uncle and
nephew duo. On top of
that, this time around
SP has got so many seats
in the elections that
there is no challenge to
Akhilesh’s leadership.
Now Shivpal is also
ready to work together
to secure the future of
his children. Despite
this, the question re-
mains if Akhilesh still
considers Shivpal a
threat? It is being said
that earlier he was to be
made the Leader of the
Opposition and Akhile-
sh was going to do en-
gageinpoliticsasanMP
.
But later he resigned
from the Lok Sabha and
decided to remain an
MLA. Shivpal is said to
be angry with this.
SP president Akhilesh Yadav with his uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav.
What happened
to AAP’s maths?
Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: Before the
Punjab assembly elec-
tions, when Arvind Ke-
jriwal was asked in an
interview as to from
where he would give one
thousand rupees and
free electricity to every
adult woman, he had
laid bare the details of
his ‘plan’, wherein he
stressed that although
commission runs up to
40 percent in tenders in
Punjab, but if 20 per-
cent average commis-
sion is considered, then
20 percent of the budget
of one lakh 70 thousand
crores will save 34 thou-
sand crore rupees and
by stopping sand smug-
gling, the government
will save another 20
thousand crores. He fur-
ther said, “this will con-
tribute to an amount of
54 thousand crores,
while giving one thou-
sand each to every adult
woman will cost 10
thousand crores and
electricity will be two
and a half thousand
crores i.e. 12 and a half
thousand crores, while I
will have 54 thousand
croresextraeveryyear.”
Similarly, Bhagwant
Mann said that in Pun-
jab, tenders are given to
leaders and politicians
are involved in sand
work. Similarly, trans-
port is another section
which is with the lead-
ers, just like the liquor
trade, so the govern-
ment will take all these
works in its own hands
and the revenue will be
transferred in govern-
ment account. Hence,
the government will not
be short of money. But
as soon as the govern-
ment was formed, Bhag-
want Mann reached
Delhi to demand one
lakh crore rupees from
the Prime Minister. He
has said that the condi-
tion of Punjab is very
bad and there is a debt
of three lakh crore ru-
pees, so for the next two
years, the central gov-
ernment should give 50
thousand crore rupees
each year. Keep in mind
that Kejriwal had earli-
er said that there is a
debt of three lakh
crores but his govern-
ment will also free Pun-
jab from debt. However,
it seems that from now
on, preparations have
started to put the blame
on the centre.
AAP Convenor Arvind Kejriwal with Delhi Dy CM Manish Sisodia.
Hijab row: On day 1 of SSLC exam,
K’taka school asks girl to remove burkha
Bengaluru (Agencies):
A board examinee in
Karnataka’s Hubli dis-
trictwassentbackhome
for not wearing the uni-
form and refusing to
take off burkha and hi-
jab. The class X student
was allowed to appear
for her papers only after
having changed into her
school uniform.
The SSLC examina-
tion is being held in the
southern state close on
the heels of a massive
controversy over a ban
on hijab (headscarf) on
educational premises.
The high court has up-
held the ban that has
now been challenged in
the Supreme Court.
Monday’s incident
happened at Shanti Ni-
ketan PU College exam
centre on the first day of
the SSLC exams con-
ductedbytheKarnataka
board. As many as 8.73
lakh students are ap-
pearing for the exams.
After several rounds
of protests across the
state, the government
clamped prohibitory or-
ders in and around ex-
amination centres
across the state to en-
sure the smooth con-
duct of exams and made
uniform compulsory
for examinees.
The decision, an-
nounced by Karnataka
primary and secondary
education minister BC
Nagesh, was taken in
line with the high
court’s verdict against
students wearing reli-
gious attire to class-
rooms. The circular
said students coming to
attend the exam with-
out uniform would not
be allowed inside the
exam hall.
MUSLIM LAW BOARD MOVES SC
AGAINST KARNATAKA HC VERDICT
New Delhi: The All India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) has moved the Supreme Court challenging the
Karnataka High Court judgment, which upheld the ban
on hijab in classrooms
after holding that the
wearing of head-
scarves by Muslim
women was not an es-
sential religious prac-
tice. The board has
moved the top court
along with two other
petitioners namely,
Munisa Bushra and
Jaleesa Sultana Yaseen. The plea said the high court
judgment, while dismissing the petitions, has proceeded
with erroneous reasons to address the issue.
KARNATAKA SSLC EXAMS: HIJAB
CLAD INVIGILATOR SUSPENDED
Bengaluru: First day of the SSLC (Class 10) exams was
conducted peacefully across Karnataka amid hijab row.
Most of the students gave their exams in uniform and
only a few abstained and some were sent back for wear-
ing hijab. The Department of Education has suspended
an invigilator for refusing to take off hijab while conduct-
ing the examination at KSTV High School. Noor Fathima,
who was on exam duty, came clad in a hijab. When
she was asked to remove it, she refused and was later
sent back from the examination centre and suspended,
sources in the education department said.
Unconstitutional: Opposition slams
New Criminal Identification Bill
New Delhi (PTI): Amid
strong objections from
opposition parties, the
Centre on Monday in-
troduced a Bill that
would authorise the re-
cording of biometric
data and other measure-
ments of convicts and
other persons for the
purposes of identifica-
tion and investigation
in criminal matters,
and to preserve records.
The Bill, titled ‘The
Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill,
2022’, was introduced in
Lok Sabha by junior
Home Minister Ajay
Mishra Teni. If passed,
it will replace the 1920’s
Act ‘The Identification
of Prisoners Act’.
The Centre defended
the proposed law say-
ing, “The term ‘meas-
urements’ used in the
1920 Act is limited to
allow for the taking of
finger impressions and
foot-print impressions
of a limited category of
convicted and non-con-
victed persons and pho-
tographs on the order
of a Magistrate. New
‘’measurement’’ tech-
niques being used in
advanced countries are
giving credible and reli-
able results and are rec-
ognised the world over.
The 1920 Act does not
provide for taking these
body measurements as
many of the techniques
and technologies had
not been developed at
that point in time.”
Opposition parties
including Congress
and Trinamool opposed
the Bill calling it a “di-
rect violation of the
Fundamental Right of
an individual”.
Congress MP Manish
Tewari said “The words
‘biological samples and
theiranalysis’intheBill
could extend to narco
analysis and brain map-
pingandwhenitismade
coercive, it is clearly vio-
lative of Article 20 (3) of
the Constitution”.
Underlining the pro-
vision in the Bill for re-
taining the ‘measure-
ments’ for 75 years from
the date of collection,
Tewari said, “This is in
violation of the Right to
be Forgotten enshrined
in the Right to Life un-
der Article 21 of the
Constitution”.
Congress MP Manish Tiwari in Lok Sabha on Monday.
Teni: Will quit if Opp
proves allegations
New Delhi (PTI): After
beingontargetof theop-
position for months,
Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra
“Teni’ took centre stage
in the Lok Sabha as he
piloted a bill to expand
the scope of a 102-year-
old law to allow police to
take physical and bio-
logical samples of con-
victed persons.
Opposition members
triedtorakeuptheissue
of the alleged involve-
ment of Mishra’s son in
the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence last October in
whicheightmen,includ-
ing four farmers, were
killed during a protest
against farm laws.
Mishra’s son was ar-
restedintheLakhimpur
violence case and was
released on bail later.
MoS Ajay Mishra
Mukhtar Ansari
sent back to
UP’s Banda jail
Lucknow (Agencies):
Mafia don and former
MLA Mukhtar Ansari
has been sent back to
Banda jail, hours after
he was brought to Luc-
know on Monday fore-
noon. The government
spokesman said that An-
sari had been brought
here for a hearing in the
MP/MLA court and is
now on his way back to
Banda. Mukhtar’s son
and newly elected MLA,
said that they were ear-
lier told that Mukhtar
was being shifted to Luc-
know jail and now sud-
denly there has been a
change of plans.
I-T notice to ex-PM Devegowda's wife
Bengaluru (PTI): The
JD(S) has strongly con-
demned the Income Tax
Department notice to
former Prime Minister
Deve Gowda’s wife
Chennamma. Deve
Gowda’s son HD Revan-
na on Monday said that
this is nothing but po-
litical vendetta.
“I-T notice has been
issued to the wife of for-
mer PM seeking all de-
tails pertaining to the
property
. Has my moth-
er and father amassed
wealth of crores of ru-
pees? I have also grown
potatoes earlier. Now I
have grown sugarcane.
They have issued notice
and we will reply to
that,” Revanna said.
“Look at the vendetta
politics by the ruling
BJP. Regional Trans-
port Officers (RTO)
have amassed hundreds
of crores. Who will is-
sue notice to them? How
much wealth they have
amassed till date?” he
questioned.
“They are issuing no-
tices after witch hunt-
ing JD(S) leaders. A
time will come and we
will give befitting re-
ply,” he said.
There was no imme-
diate response from the
I-T department regard-
ing the notice.
Former PM HD Devegowda with wife Chennamma. —FILE PHOTO
TMC MP’s plea: SC to
consider early hearing
New Delhi (ANI): The
Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to consider
for urgent listing of a
plea of Mamata
Banerjee’s neph-
ew and TMC MP
Abhishek Baner-
jee and his wife
RujiraBanerjeein
connection with
the money laundering
probe linked to an al-
leged coal scam in West
Bengal challenging the
summonsissuedtothem
bytheEDforappearance
in the Delhi High Court.
A bench headed by
Chief Justice of
India NV Rama-
na said it will
look into the ur-
gent listing of
the plea after
senior advocates
Kapil Sibal and Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi
mentioned the matter
for urgent listing.
Bhagwant Mann
Bhagwant Mann
announces ration
at doorstep
scheme in Punjab
Chandigarh (PTI):
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Monday announced the
rollout of the doorstep
ration delivery scheme,
saying the poor will no
longer need to stand in
queues as good quality
ration will be delivered
at their doorstep.
However, the scheme
will be optional for the
eligible beneficiaries,
Mann said in a video
message.
Mann said the de-
tails of this scheme
will be made available
shortly.
“The AAP govern-
ment has decided to
start the doorstep de-
livery of ration scheme.
Under the scheme, good
quality ration items
will be delivered at the
beneficiaries’ doorstep
and no one will now
need to stand in queues
or leave his work for
this, he said.
“Our officers will
make a phone call to
the beneficiaries and
ration will be delivered
at their homes as per
their convenience and
availability,” said
Mann.
He said this scheme
is optional.
Kejriwal: Entire India
will demand it soon
New Delhi: With the
doorstep delivery of ra-
tion – a scheme that the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government in
Delhi has not been able
to implement following
objections raised by the
Centre — being an-
nounced by Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has said that
soon the whole country
will ask for the scheme
to be implemented.
“The doorstep deliv-
ery of ration scheme
was announced in Pun-
jab by the CM today.
Even after so many
years of Independence,
people have to take
leave from work and
stand in long lines to get
ration. In this country,
pizza can be delivered at
home but not ration.
Under this scheme, the
government will pack
and send ration to your
home. No one will have
to stand in line. The
poor in Punjab will ben-
efit from this. In Delhi,
we have been strug-
gling to implement
this. We had done all
the planning, but the
BJP-run Centre
stopped us from imple-
menting it,” he said.
Arvind Kejriwal
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New Delhi (ANI): The
Ministry of Defence on
Monday informed the
Rajya Sabha that 153 de-
fence items are planned
to be indigenized upto
December this year, and
there is “no stoppage on
their exports”.
Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt
gave the information in
a written reply to a que-
ry on “the number of
items related to the de-
fence which are kept
under the list of Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat and the
export of which has
been stopped between
2018-22”.
“Two positive indi-
genisation lists com-
prising 101 and 108
items were promulgat-
ed by the Department
of Military Affairs
(DMA) Ministry of De-
fence (MoD) on August
21, 2020, and May 31,
2021, respectively. The
lists have been hosted
on the Ministry of De-
fence Website to give
wide visibility to the
Defence Industrial base
in enabling them to ef-
fectively meet the re-
quirements of the
ArmedForces.Of these,
153 items are planned to
be indigenized upto De-
cember 2022. There is
no stoppage on their ex-
ports,” Bhatt said.
Asked about the
amount of foreign re-
serve that would be
saved, and whether the
government is consid-
ering adding more
items for indigenous
production; the Minis-
ter said “In addition, to
minimize import by DP-
SUs, Department of De-
fence Production (DDP)
or Ministry MoD has
also notified a positive
indigenisation list of
sub-systems or assem-
blies or sub-assemblies
or components on De-
cember 27, 2021”.
India plans to indigenise 153 defence items by December 2022
TO BOOST DEFENCE SECTOR
NAVY TO COMMISSION 2nd
SQUADRON OF P-8I TODAY
INDIAN ARMY SNIPERS GET
SAKO TRG-42 RIFLES
The Navy will commission on Tuesday
its second long-range maritime
reconnaissance air squadron com-
prising a fleet of P-8I aircraft to add
muscle to its surveillance power. The
air squadron 316 will be commis-
sioned at the INS Hansa, a naval air
station near Dabolim in Goa, in the
presence of Chief of Naval Staff R
Hari Kumar, officials said on Monday.
The INAS 316 will operate the Boeing
P-8I multi-role long-range maritime
reconnaissance and anti-submarine
warfare aircraft, they said.
The Indian Army has inducted the
Sako .338 TRG-42 sniper rifles from
Finland for soldiers deployed along
the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir, officials said. “The latest
sniper rifles have been inducted into
the Army. They are using it now,” a
senior said. The Sako .338 TRG-42
sniper rifles have a better range,
firepower, and telescopic sights, the
official said. The move is to make the
snipers more lethal amid a change in
operational dynamics along the LoC,
the official said.
ArvindKejriwal‘plays’withfireashis
mockon‘TheKashmirFiles’backfires!
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Aam Aad-
mi Party supremo and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal nev-
er does two things,
while opposing the BJP.
Firstly, he does not tar-
get Narendra Modi per-
sonally and does not
engage in any work or
make statements
against Hindu inter-
ests. On the contrary
, he
keeps on trying to prove
that the AAP is a more
patriotic party than the
BJP. He adopted this
strategy after the les-
sons learned in the 2014
Lok Sabha elections.
And perhaps for the
first time in the last
eight years, Kejriwal’s
strategy has gone
wrong. The statement
he made in the Delhi
Assembly regarding the
film ‘The Kashmir
Files’ — movie made on
the displacement and
torture of Kashmiri
Pandits, has backfired.
Due to this, his image
among Hindus has been
shaken.
Keep in mind that
apart from politics, this
film is disturbing the
Hindus. People were
aware about the dis-
placement of Kashmiri
Pandits and the Kash-
mir problem, but the
way that reality is pre-
sented in the film is dis-
turbing the community
.
That is the purpose of
the film as well. There-
fore, whoever is linking
this film with politics,
they are making a huge
mistake. For Hindus, it
is not a matter of poli-
tics. It has become an
issue of caste, religion
and national identity.
There is talk of Hindu
identity in the move as
well as patriotism. So,
Kejriwal should have
avoided commenting on
this. He not only com-
mented, but also made
fun of the film and
laughed in the assembly
after mocking it. This is
his first major mistake
in the last eight years.
However, like PM Modi,
he also rectifies his mis-
takes quickly, so let’s
wait to see what step he
takes in this matter.
Colombo (PTI): Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday
called on Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa and Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Raja-
paksa and assured them
of India’s continued
cooperation and under-
standing as the island
nation was facing an
unprecedented econom-
ic crisis.
Sri Lanka is facing an
acute economic and en-
ergy crisis triggered
due to the shortage of
foreign exchange. India
recently announced to
extend a $1 billion line
of credit to Sri Lanka as
part of its financial as-
sistance to the country
to deal with the eco-
nomic crisis.
Mr Jaishankar is
here to hold bilateral
talks with the country’s
top leadership and at-
tend the seven-nation
BIMSTEC summit.
In his talks with Pres-
ident Gotabaya, the
minister reviewed vari-
ous dimensions of our
close neighbourly rela-
tionship.
Srinagar: Security forces on Monday arrested two
terrorists belonging to LeT outfit from Budgam
district of JK, police said. “Police along with other
security forces have arrested two active terrorists
linked with proscribed terror outfit LeT in Budgam.
Incriminating material, arms and ammunition have
been recovered from their possession,” a police
spokesman said. He said the terrorists were arrested
from Sunnergund area of Budgam.
New Delhi: A Delhi court on Monday allowed the
CBI to collect the handwriting sample of former
managing director and chief executive officer of
National Stock Exchange (NSE) Chitra Ramkrishna
in connection with the NSE co-location case. Special
Judge Sanjeev Aggarwal also extended Ram-
krishna’s judicial custody till April 11, after she was
produced before the court at the end of her earlier
judicial custody.
Mumbai: The Narcotics Control
Bureau on Monday sought 90
more days to file a charge sheet
in the Mumbai drugs-on-cruise
case. The agency was supposed
to file the chargesheet by April
2 in the case where Aryan Khan
was arrested along with 19 others.
The Special Investigation Team (SIT) of the NCB has
requested a Mumbai sessions court for the extension.
New Delhi: Islam is not hostile to the concept of
family planning and it is mere “propaganda” that
Muslims can overtake Hindus in terms of popula-
tion numbers, former chief election commissioner
SY Quraishi said on Monday. There are several
myths being spread about the Muslim population
in India which are creating hostility among the
Hindus against the Muslims, Quraishi said, during a
discussion on his book “The Population Myth: Islam,
Family Planning and Politics in India”.
SECURITY FORCES ARREST TWO LeT
TERRORISTS IN JK’S BUDGAM
COURT ALLOWS CBI TO COLLECT
CHITRA’S HANDWRITING SPECIMEN
ARYAN KHAN CASE: NCB SEEKS 90
MORE DAYS TO FILE CHARGESHEET
MUSLIM CAN EXCEED HINDU POPULATION
IS PROPAGANDA: EX-POLL BODY CHIEF
CRUCIAL READ
Jaishankar assures help for
Lanka to tide over eco crisis
EAM S. Jaishankar meets Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, in Colombo on Monday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
UK FOREIGN SECY TO VISIT INDIA ON
THURSDAY, UKRAINE LIKELY ON AGENDA
INDIA RULES OUT TAKING PART IN TALKS
TO JOIN 15-NATION TRADING BLOC
New Delhi: British Foreign Secre-
tary Elizabeth Truss will visit India
on Thursday against the backdrop
of the ongoing war in Ukraine. An-
nouncing the visit, the MEA on Mon-
day said Ms Truss will hold consul-
tations with his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar on bilateral, regional and global issues
of mutual interest.
Dubai: Union Minister for Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal has ruled out India resuming talks to
join the ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP)’, saying that the country walked out
of the negotiations two years ago to give primacy
to the national interest. Goyal said that some of the
countries (during the RCEP negotiations) were not
following the rule of law in trade talks.
Over 5.21 lakh people to
get houses in MP today
New Delhi (PTI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will partici-
pate in the “Grih Prave-
sham”, a ceremony to
hand over new houses
to their owners, of
about 5.21 lakh benefi-
ciaries of the Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana-
Gramin in Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday via
video conferencing.
The Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said he
will also address the
gathering on the occa-
sion, and noted that it
has been his constant
endeavour to provide a
pucca house with all ba-
sic amenities to every
needy family of the
country
. This marks yet
another step in this di-
rection, it added.
The function will wit-
ness traditional cele-
brations with conch,
lamp, flowers and ran-
goli being organised in
new houses.
1.15 CR HOUSES SANCTIONED; SCHEME
ENDING THIS MONTH: HARDEEP PURI
New Delhi: The objective of the Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojna-Urban and the dream of the PM
enshrined in it will stand fulfilled within the next
18 months, Housing and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday. Replying to supplementary questions of
members, the Minister said the Government, based
on the assessment demands provided by States,
has sanctioned 1.15 crore houses under PMAY-U
which ends in March 2022, and various projects
underway will be completed in the next 18 months.
Prez confers Padma
awards on late Kalyan
Singh,64 others
President Ram Nath Kovind presents Padma Shri to Olympic Gold
medallist Neeraj Chopra on Monday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
New Delhi (PTI): For-
mer UP CM late Kalyan
Singh, often termed as a
Hindutva icon, and ac-
tor Victor Banerjee
were among the 65 dis-
tinguished personali-
ties who were conferred
with Padma awards by
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind on Monday
.
Amongst the promi-
nent awardees at the
second investiture cer-
emony were Padma Vib-
hushan recipients Kaly-
an Singh (posthumous),
during whose tenure
the Babri Masjid was
demolished in 1992, and
classical vocalist Prab-
ha Atre.
Singh’s son Rajveer
Singh, who is a Lok Sab-
ha MP from UP’s Etah,
received the honour.
The Padma Bhushan
recipients include actor
Victor Banerjee, and
Krishna Murthy Ella
and Suchitra Krishna
Ella of Bharat Biotech,
the maker of coronavi-
rus vaccine Covaxin, an
official statement said.
The Padma Shri
awardees include the
country’s first individu-
al Olympic gold medal-
list Neeraj Chopra.
SC gives four weeks to Centre on
plea for identification of minorities
New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Mon-
day granted four weeks
to the Centre to respond
to a plea, which has
sought directions for
framing of guidelines
for identification of mi-
norities at the state
level, contending that
Hindus are in minority
in 10 States.
A bench of justices
SK Kaul and MM Sun-
dresh posted the matter
for hearing on May 10
and asked the Union of
India to place its stand
on record on a plea filed
by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay. At
the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
sought two weeks time,
saying that he had not
gone through the affida-
vit filed by the Ministry
of Minority Affairs.
The Ministry in the af-
fidavit has told the top
court that state govern-
ments can declare any
religious or linguistic
community, including
Hindus, as minority
within the said state.
Responding to the so-
licitor general’s sub-
mission, the bench said,
“The reply appears to
be seen in the newspa-
pers.” To this, Mehta
said,” In some of the
PILs, the pleadings even
before coming to the
law officers, find their
way to the media.
Delhi HC pulls up
Twitter over post
on Hindu Goddess
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi High Court on
Monday pulled up Twit-
ter for not voluntarily
taking action against
an account which alleg-
edly published objec-
tionable content about a
Hindu Goddess.
A bench headed by
Justice Acting Vipin
Sanghi, which was
hearing a petition
against the allegedly
obnoxious posts on Maa
Kaali by user ‘Atheis-
tRepublic’, directed
Twitter to explain how
it undertakes the block-
ing of accounts.
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Shivendra Parmar
Jaipur: The increasing
trend of drug and ille-
gal business in the
state is a big challenge
for the Rajasthan Po-
lice. DGP ML Lather is
making constant ef-
forts to control it and
directs officials for ac-
tion under NDPS in
every review meeting.
To break the back of
the mafia involved in
drug trade, the Police
Headquarters had
started a special cam-
paign from the month
of February, which has
got good success.
Under this cam-
paign, a total of 504
cases have been regis-
tered across the state
from February to the
beginning of March.
The Rajasthan police
have arrested 610 ac-
cused involved in ille-
gal drug trade across
the state and seized
about 16,000 kg of nar-
cotics.
“In the coming days
also, this campaign of
crack down on drugs
will continue. The po-
lice is trying to put
those who are involved
in this illegal business
in the state behind
bars,” said Director
General of Police ML
Lather.
First India Bureau
Jaipur:  Chief Secre-
tary Usha Sharma in a
review meeting of the
steering and coordina-
tion committee consti-
tuted for the time bound
implementation of ma-
jor infrastructure re-
lated schemes here on
Monday asked the sec-
retaries of the depart-
ments to ensure time-
bound implementation
of the schemes. She
said that the progress
of these schemes would
be reviewed every
month and officials will
be held accountable for
delays.
The Chief Secretary
reviewed the progress
of all the EPC and PPP
schemes of the depart-
mentsabovetheamount
of Rs 50 crores. She said
that the projects in
which there has been
delay due to non-acqui-
sition of land or any
other reason, should
also be completed and
asked officials to avoid
unnecessary delay be-
tween the tender and
issuing work order.
First India Bureau
Pratapgarh/Khetri/
Sawai Madhopur/Al-
war: Three people lost
their lives and two were
injured in an accident
on highway on Sunday
night. The injured and
the dead belong to the
same family
. On Sunday
night, Jagdish Meena
was riding on his bike
While crossing road on
NH 56, a Saras milk
truck heading from
Barawarda Govardhan
Gaushala hit the bike.
In Khetri, in an acci-
dent, an woman and her
granddaughter were
killed while a youth was
injured when a truck
hit their bike near
Sihod on Monday
.
In Sawai Madhopur, a
10-month-old baby died
in the accident, while
three people, including
a woman, were injured
near Ravasa-Torda vil-
lage near Baunli area.
In Alwar, two youths
of the same village died
in a car accident on Na-
tional Highway near
Rewari, Haryana on
Monday
.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: In a relief to
consumers amid power
crisis, the closed units
of RVUNL have started
power generation. Cor-
poration CMD RK Shar-
ma is monitoring the
power plants. Two days
ago, out of 7,580, 3,760
MW capacity 11 units
were closed due to tech-
nical reasons. 3820 MW
capacity units were be-
ing produced. The power
generation team worked
tirelessly to reduce this
outage. At present 6475
MW capacity units of
coal based power plants
are being produced in
the state. Only 1105 MW
units are closed due to
technical faults.
First India Bureau
Alwar: A woman was
murdered with sharp
edged weapons at Bas
Karnawat stand of Ban-
sur in Alwar on Sunday
night. Former Minister
Dr Rohitash Sharma
and former UIT chair-
man Devisingh Shekha-
wat reached the spot
and along with the vil-
lagers and sat on dhar-
na. Bansur police offic-
er Ravindra Kaviya
reached the spot and
after consultation with
Rohitash and the villag-
ers, the family mem-
bers got ready to take
the dead body. Bansur
DSPMrityunjayMishra
assured the villagers to
arrest the accused soon.
First India Bureau
Sariska: There has
been news of a major
fire breaking out in the
forest of Akbarpur
range in the Sariska Ti-
ger Reserve. There is a
massive fire engulfing
areas in Baleta, Na-
harshakti, Aman ki
Beri, Kati valley,
Kalakadi forest area.
The fire is spread over
an area of about 3-4
square kilometres. In
this area, there is the
movement of Tigress
ST 17 and her cubs. Dis-
trict administration,
disaster management,
forest department and
local villagers are in-
volved in controlling
the fire. But due to the
strong wind blowing
during the day and the
fire is rapidly increas-
ing.
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: Famous de-
sert festival Thar Ma-
hotsav was formally
kicked off from Mon-
day. On the first day
various events and com-
petitions were organ-
ised. Vijay Garg had
won the title of Thar
Shri while Chanchal
Jangid was declared
Thar Sundari. It men-
tioned here that the
event is being organ-
ized to promote folk art,
culture, history, tour-
ism and handicrafts.
Early on Monday
morning Barmer dis-
trict collector Lok Band-
hu Yadav formally inau-
gurated the three days
festival by flagging off
the procession march.
Decorated camels, el-
ephants, and various
types of local folk bands
were leading the proces-
sion while the people
who joined the proces-
sion added the original
colours of desert by
wearing traditional
Marwari attire.
Later in the noon,
various interesting
events and competi-
tions like Thar Sundari-
Thar Shree, grandfa-
ther-grandson race,
husband-wife race,
Panihari Matka race,
tug of war, safa, Ra-
jasthani costumes, dhol
playing, Camel makeup
were organized.
DGP’S CRACKDOWN ON DRUG MAFIA A BIG SUCCESS
DRIVE AGAINST DRUG PEDDLERS IN RAJ WILL CONTINUE: DGP LATHER
Focus on ‘Good Touch-Bad Touch’
and ‘Anemia Control’ drives: CS
Ensure timely implementation
of Raj govt schemes: CS Usha
8 die, many injured in
separate road accidents
‘Workaholic’ Usha wakes ‘lethargic’
officials out of their slumber!
Raj’s iconic ‘Thar Mohotsav’ kicks
off on a musical note in Barmer
One the first day,
various events and
competitions were
organised
Chief secretary Usha sharma addressing the officials on Monday.
Alok Gupta, Sandesh Nayak and Harvesh Bhatia were also
present in the meeting.
Ill-fated car that met with an
accident in Sawai Madhopur
Vijay Garg and Chanchal
Jangid won the titles of Thar
Shri and Thar Sundari.
Participants presenting colourful cultural programme.
TWO DRUG SMUGGLERS
ARRESTED IN JHUNJHUNU
Jhunjhunu: CID-CB has arrested two
drug smugglers from Jhunjhunu.
Police have seized
10 kg 790 grams
of opium from the
engine of the car.
This entire op-
eration was ex-
ecuted under the
supervision of CID CB Deputy Super-
intendent of Police Pushpendra Singh
Rathod.  The police have arrested
smugglers Vijay Dhankar and Ramlal
Jat, residents of Jhunjhunu, along with
a luxury car. The accused told in police
interrogation that they had brought this
consignment from Jharkhand. 
	
z Hanumangarh arrested 72, 44
cases
	
z Sri Ganganagar held 38, 34
cases
	
z Kota Rural held 31, 31 cases
	
z Nagaur held 27, 28 cases
	
z Chittorgarh held 31, 25 cases
	
z Jaipur North held 24, 24 cases
	
z Dausa held 31, 19 cases
	
z Jhalawar police held 30, 17
cases
	
z Barmer held 16, 17 cases
	
z Bikaner held 31, 16 cases
THE SUCCESS STORY OF
RAJASTHAN POLICE
Accused Vijay Dhankar
and Ramlal Jat
Closed RVUNL
units resume
power production
Rohitash and others
protest against
woman’s murder
Major fire breaks
out in Sariska Tiger
Reserve area
PEOPLE ATTACK DISCOM ENGINEERS IN
DHOLPUR, SEVERAL SERIOUSLY INJURED
CENTRE ISSUES
NOTIFICATION FOR
VISHDHARI RESERVE
NOTIFICATION FOR THIS YEAR’S REET
SOON, SAYS MINISTER DR BD KALLA
NEWS DIGEST
Dholpur: About 10-15 people attacked the office of
the electricity department in the Bari area of Dholpur
and brutally assaulted AEN and JEN, which resulted
in a fracture in their legs. The injured AEN and JEN
were admitted to the district hospital for treatment but
were referred to Jaipur, due to their critical condition.
Superintending Engineer (SE) BL Verma said that both
the officers of the department were sitting in Bari office
holding a meeting regarding recovery of electricity
dues.
Bundi: The Ministry of
Forests has passed a
notification for Ramgarh
Vishdhari Tiger Reserve,
which has now been sent
to legal dept. Forest Min-
ister Hemaram Choudhary
said in Bundi that the
notification would be
issued in April. Chaudhary
had come here to see the
proposed five view points
on Tiger Hills. During
this, Chief Conservator
of Forests SR Yadav and
Conservator of Forests
Wildlife Aloknath Gupta
asked him to issue the
notification of Ramgarh
and approval for shifting
of tigress and cheetal.
Jaipur: Amid all the hue and cry over the irregulari-
ties during the REET exam last year, the Education
department held a meeting, under the chairmanship
of Education Minister BD Kalla, on Monday regarding
preparations for this year’s REET exam. Kalla said the
notification for this year’s REET exam will be published
soon and assured that the exams will be held in a
fool-proof manner this time. He also informed that the
syllabus has been fixed for the exam.
Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur: The marathon
meetingsof Chief Secre-
tary Usha Sharma have
become a point of dis-
cussion in the higher
bureaucracy of the state
andofficialsareshocked
and stunned on Shar-
ma’s ‘stamina’ that she
has been chairing regu-
lar meetings day in and
day out for the past two
months. For her, there is
no Saturday, Sunday or
Holiday, she only has
one day
, i.e. Workday!
However, officials un-
der her have started be-
coming a little restless
due to her ‘work cul-
ture’. Former CS Niran-
janAryausedtoobserve
a off day during leaves
and holidays and at that
time, meetings were car-
ried out through VC
wherein officials would
attend the meeting right
from the comfort of
their own offices and as
a result being attentive
was not a pre-requisite.
In such a scenario, offi-
cials had started taking
themeetingsforgranted
and over time, it became
a habit for officers.
But since Usha Shar-
ma took over as CS, the
situation has changed
drastically and in addi-
tion to VCs, now physi-
cal meetings have also
started wherein officers
have to attend with com-
plete preparation. The
meetings have now be-
come formal and of seri-
ous nature as CS goes to
the depth of every topic
while also engaging in
follow-up and monitor-
ing of decisions. There-
fore, in a changed situa-
tion, the officers too
have to change from
their old ways.
Usha Sharma has ap-
pointed planning de-
partment as the nodal
agency for all meetings
and Planning Secretary
Navin Jain has the re-
sponsibility for organ-
izing and smooth con-
duct of the meetings.
The work that was being
taken care of by the Ad-
ministrative Reforms
Department, has now
been handed over to
Planning Department.
Navin Jain, who sits
close to the chamber of
the CS, has now become
the ‘closest’ to CS in
work related matters.
VALOUR!
Rajsamand MP Diya Kumari attended the ‘Johar
Shardhanjali’ event on Monday at Chittorgarh. She said
that History is witness to valour and courage of the land
of Mewar. Rani Padmini and a number of brave women
preferred to sacrifice their lives rather than surrender
to the enemy.
DOES CHANGE OF
ROOM SIGNIFY
CHANGE OF POSITION
FOR IAS DINESH?
Recently, the room accorded to
IAS Dinesh Kumar, serving as
the Principal Secretary Agriculture
in the state secretariat, was
changed and in the power corridors,
where each and every
move is seen with a
sense of ‘power move’,
the change of room has
signified a change in
‘fortunes’ of the IAS as
well! Well, word in the
Secretariat and among
the bureaucracy in
general is that Kumar
had a designated room
for him on the second floor of the
main building of Secretariat.
However, this previous week, the
room was suddenly changed and
Kumar was then allotted the room
which had been occupied by Rajesh
Yadav of PWD till recently. This
‘fanned the fire’ in the
power corridoors and
speculations are now
rife that if Dinesh
Kumar may be
accorded the position
that was till recently
held by Rajesh Yadav
and perhaps that is why
the room has been
changed.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Chief Secre-
tary Usha Sharma on
Monday directed offi-
cials to actively run the
programs of ‘Good
Touch-Bad Touch’ and
‘Anemia Control’ in the
state for the safety of
children and the health
of girls.
She also stressed on
serious efforts to create
a plastic free environ-
ment in the state. Chair-
ing a meeting in which
district collectors of
Jaipur, Sikar, Jhunj-
hunu and Dausa dis-
tricts gave presenta-
tions on innovations
done in their districts,
she said that such ef-
forts should be made so
that the public should
get into the habit of not
using plastic.
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Increasingly, I have come to the
realisation that emotional
intelligence is a game-changer
for high performance and teamwork.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur: A bizzare and
one-of-a-kind develop-
ment has stunned the
Rajasthan bureaucracy,
wherein for perhaps the
first time in the history
of state’s babudom, an
IAS officer, who has
completed the 5 year
prescribed term of dep-
utation, has continued
to stay on the deputa-
tion and denied return-
ing back to the home
state Rajasthan, even
though she does not
have any permission
and approval from the
Rajasthan government
in this regard. The mat-
ter pertains to 2005
batch IAS Punam. She
had gone on interstate
deputation in October
2016 to Bihar and after
completion of three-
year term, she took an
extension of two more
years. This extended pe-
riod also ended in No-
vember 2021, but she
has not returned till
now. After taking a stay
from CAT, she contin-
ues to serve as Commis-
sioner of Saran divi-
sion in Bihar.
It is being said that in
November 2021, when
her deputation time
ended, she pleaded be-
fore the GoI that she
was combating with
Covid and was unable
to move, hence she
should be given 1 year’s
extension. While the
GoI and Bihar Govern-
ment agreed for the ex-
tension, but the Gov-
ernment of Rajasthan
did not give a NOC for
this extension. Thereaf-
ter, Punam took the
matter before CAT and
she was given a stay.
Since then hearing
dates, one after the oth-
er, are being given in
CAT and the stay is ef-
fective till April 2022.
According to sources,
the DoP had initiated
the extension file in the
beginning but with a
negative noting. How-
ever, later, the Bihar
Chief Secretary made a
request to then Ra-
jasthan CS Niranjan
Arya, after which the
required file was for-
warded to CMO with a
positive noting. But the
file got dumped in CMO.
Word is that due to an
old enmity with Punam,
an official in the CMO
has got the file stalled.
After this, Punam had
approached CAT.
Word in the bureau-
cratic circles is that Pu-
nam has had a gala time
in the past 5 years in
Bihar. She hails from
Khagadia in Bihar and
is a relative of an influ-
ential leader of the rul-
ing party
. There she has
served as Collector of
Katihar district and is
currently serving as
Commissioner of Sa-
ran. She lives with her
husband in the posh
Shivpuri colony of Pat-
na.
However, an incident
from October 20, 2021
lent bad name to Punam
and her name was
‘floated’ by the Bihar
media to a great extent.
Adjacent to Punam’s
house in Patna, the ex-
minister of Bihar
Veena Shahi’s daughter
- Vidisha - lived next
door to Punam’s house
and on that day, Pu-
nam’s husband Samit
and their bodyguards
manhandled and beat
Vidisha’s husband -
Harshendra - over a pal-
try issue of car parking.
The group even man-
handled Vidisha’s
66-year-old mother after
which a case was regis-
tered against Punam’s
husband in Shastri Na-
gar police station of
Patna.
This entire incident
was highlighted by lo-
cal media to a great ex-
tent and locals claimed
that Punam parks 3 dif-
ferent cars in parking
thus creating problems
for others, who are left
without a space for
parking their vehicles.
Defying rules, Punam becomes ‘Eid Ka Chand’ for Raj bureaucracy!
ONE-OF-A-KIND DEVELOPMENT
In Rajasthan, Punam has served as
Collector in 4 districts of Bundi,
Dungarpur, Sawai Madhopur and
Bikaner. While serving as Collector
Bikaner in 2016, she courted
controversy, but soon after she left on
deputation in October 2016. Meanwhile,
her ‘case’ is at present pending before
the CAT and it is not known when will
she return. But it is also not sure if on
her return, due to the ‘enmity’ with a
senior officer in CMO, what posting
Punam will be accorded
PUNAM
CM INAUGURATES ‘AGRI EXPO-2022’ AT JOBNER AGRI UNIVERSITY
WE DIDN’T MERELY TALK ABOUT FARMERS’ INTEREST;
WEHAVETAKENCONCRETESTEPSTOWARDSIT:GEHLOT
Presenting a
separate
agriculture
budget this
year, we have
made a
provision of
about Rs
79,000 crore
for this sector
Our decisions
taken in the
last 3 years
show that our
government is
making
dedicated
efforts for the
welfare of
farmers
First India Bureau
Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot said on Monday
that his govt has done
what it had spoken
about. “Presenting a
separate agriculture
budget this year, we
have made a provision
of about Rs 79,000 crore
for this sector. Steps are
being taken in the direc-
tion of how our farmer
brothers become happy
in the coming times and
how they can get fair
price for their prod-
ucts,” Gehlot said while
addressing the inaugu-
ral program of the
three-day Hi-Tech Agri
Expo-2022 (Agriculture
Fair) at Shri Karan Nar-
endra Agricultural Uni-
versity, Jobner as the
chief guest. He said,
“We have not only
talked about the inter-
est of the farmers but
have taken steps in this
direction. Our deci-
sions taken in the last 3
years show that our
government is making
dedicated efforts for the
welfare of farmers.”
“Jobner Agri College
has also established a
reputation of its own.
In view of this reputa-
tion, on the demand of
the farmers who came
from Jobner, our govt
decided to make it an
agri university in the
year 2013 in the name of
Rao Saheb Shri Karan
Narendra. Along with
this, agri universities
were also opened in
Kota and Jodhpur in
the same year. It should
be the effort of agricul-
tural universities as to
how to provide the ben-
efit of research work to
the farmers. Everyone
has to think about how
to save every drop of
water,” Gehlot said.
CM GEHLOT STATES
CM Ashok Gehlot waives
at the crowd during the
inauguration ceremony of
Hi-Tech Agri Expo-2022
in Jobner on Monday.
CM Ashok Gehlot checking millets at the ‘Agri Expo-2022’ in Jobner
on Monday. Also seen is Vice-Chancellor of varsity Dr JS Sandhu.
ASHOK GEHLOT @ashokgehlot51
Agriculture should be on priority within the
whole country. It should be a priority in Rajasthan
where famines, droughts have happened. I have
told Opposition that they only give statements and
accuse state govt every day. Instead they should
come with us and meet PM over ERCP, which is a
plan of 13 districts for Raj, through which there will
be irrigation  drinking water for people in 13 dists.
BJP leaders should get it declared a national plan.
Humble tributes to former Chief Minister of Rajas-
than Haridev Joshi ji on his death anniversary today.
Work is being done to strengthen
the infrastructure in the state. Our
government has provided Rs
20,000 crore agricultural loans to the farm-
ers without interest. Subsidy of Rs 1,000 per
month is being given to the farmers in the
electricity bills. Due to this, the electricity
bill of about 5 and a half lakh farmers has
become zero.
—Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has
given many gifts to Jobner includ-
ing subdivision office, Panchayat
Samiti and Trauma Centre. About 60
agricultural colleges have been opened in
the state.
—Lalchand Kataria, Agriculture  Animal Husbandry Minister
JOBNER PROGRESSIVE
FARMERS HONOURED
Jobner: In the program,
progressive farmers -
Bhairuram Jat, Sitaram Ya-
dav, Gangaram Sept, Ranjit
Singh Jat and Surendra
Avana - were honored by
CM Ashok Gehlot with cita-
tions for their excellent work
in the field of agriculture.
BHANWAR JITENDRA
FOR RS FROM RAJ?
Jaipur: Now that the
countdown for RS election
has been initiated, all eyes
are on Congress party,
which has a majority in the
Rajasthan Assembly, as to
who will be its candidate
for poll. RS polls are to be
held on 4 seats in the state
and knowledgeable sourc-
es have revealed that as of
now, the name of former
union minister Bhanwar
Jitendra Singh is doing the
rounds. It is being said that
due to Singh’s proximity
with Rahul Gandhi, he may
be fielded in the election to
upper house, however, his
name has not been given
the green signal just yet.
CM Gehlot, LC Kataria  Dr JS
Sandhu honouring farmer.
‘When Indira Gandhi can
lose poll, what is BJP?’
Jaipur: CM Ashok Gehlot,
on Monday, said that
people of Rajasthan gave
25 MPs to BJP, but they
did not do any work for
the state. Quipping on
victory of BJP in polls
of 4 states, Gehlot said,
“BJP has made a big
misunderstanding out of
its win in 4 states. When
a lady like Indira Gandhi
can lose the election, then
what is BJP? BJP has been
fighting elections on issues
like Hindutva. People are
completely stricken by
unemployment situation,
inflation is breaking back
of the whole country today,
but they are not worried.”
CM ASHOK GEHLOT HOSTS DINNER
FOR MLAs POST BUDGET SESSION
First India Bureau
Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot on Monday hosted
a dinner for MLAs at
his official residence in
Jaipur. Dinner was at-
tended by over 160 legis-
lators with family, Dy
Chief Whip Mahendra
Chaudhary said. CM or-
ganised get-together
and dinner after conclu-
sion of state budget ses-
sion. However, former
dy CM and Tonk MLA
Sachin Pilot was not
present at dinner. Ra-
jasthan has 200 MLAs.
CM Ashok Gehlot, Dr CP Joshi, Govind Singh Dotasra, Dr Mahesh
Joshi, Mahendra Chaudhary, Shanti Dhariwal, Dr BD Kalla, Harish
Chaudhary, Parsadi Lal Meena, Bhajan Lal Jatav, Tikaram Jully,
Govind Meghwal, Mewaram Jain, Rajkumar, Divya Maderna and
others pose for a picture at the CMR after dinner on Monday. (Inset)
Shakuntala Rawat, Safia Khan, Ganga Devi and Manju Meghwal.
Tonk: Former Deputy
CM Sachin Pilot will be
in Tonk on a one-day
tour today
. He will reach
Gunsi border at 2 pm
and attend a
camp organ-
ized by Social
Welfare Dept
as chief guest
and will distribute
scooties to differently-
abled in the event. He
will inaugurate the
building of Tonk Pan-
chayat Samiti as well as
participate in the digital
membership campaign
of Cong. Post event, he
will leave for Jpr.  —FIB
Pilot on a one-day
tour to Tonk today We don’t...
We want to send Shah
a chartered plane and
request him to come
to Rajasthan to see the
law and order-related
innovations made in the
state  strict action taken
against crimes so that
confusion being spread
by his party is cleared,”
CM tweeted. In 3 years of
the Conggovt, there have
been convictions in 620
cases under POCSO Act.
Of these, seven people
were sentenced to death
and 137 awarded life
imprisonment. “We do
not do politics on crimes
like the BJP,” he said.
haring NCRB data, Gehlot
said, He claimed there
was a 62.29% increase
in crime in Shah’s home
state Gujarat. “In the year
2021 also, there was a
decrease of 4.77 per cent
in crimes in Rajasthan
as compared to 2019,”
Gehlot said. He said the
state govt has made FIR
registration mandatory.
Gehlot also fired salvos at
PM saying that he wrote
to Modi and Shah, urging
them that the mandatory
FIR registration policy be
implemented in the entire
country, “so that the real
figures of all the states
can be revealed,” he said.
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	10. Tell us something
about  yourself
A lawyer by qualifica-
tion but my drive to-
wards modelling has
always been supersed-
ed. For me, music
and dance work
like meditation. I
have a spiritual
way of living
life and I be-
lieve that the
Universe works
for your good if
you think good about
yourself.
Where do you see
yourself after the
next 20 years-
I want to see myself
healthy, not only
physically but men-
tally as well. For me,
nothing is more impor-
tant than a happy and
peaceful mind.   
What are your aspira-
tions and goals
I would want to be a suc-
cessful entrepreneur
but would always stick
to the creative side so
something like being a
Makeup artist/cosme-
tologist or maybe hav-
ing my own Label. Also,
I don’t wanna restrict
myself to a single pro-
fession, I want to ex-
plore and try my hands
on everything that I
would love to do.
How did
your journey
begin?
M o d e l l i n g
caught my interest
when I was in my
first year and got se-
lected in the Fashion
team of our college and
majorly when I became
Miss Pune 2016 Runner-
up. Since then I have
been part of a lot of pag-
eants, runways and
shoots.
What were some of the
battles you fought and
are still fighting in
your journey?
I think I am currently at
a stage where I am fight-
ing a lot of battles.
Since I am a lawyer
everyone expects me
to be an Advocate or
a Judicial officer but
my heart doesn’t al-
low me to be there.
I have always been
fascinated with
every aspect of
the Fashion In-
dustry but I also
know how hard
it is to reach a
certain posi-
tion. I still
don’t wanna
lose any
hope and
work hard
to be in a
position
that I
know I
d e -
serve.
up to
great-
er pro-
jects in fu-
ture.”
YASHASVI SHRIVASTAVA, A PASSIONATE
LAWYER AND A SUPERMODEL IN AN
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH CITY FIRST
SPOKE ABOUT HER JOURNEY, HER PASSION
FOR MODELLING AND WHAT SETS HER
APART FROM THE CROWD!
JAIPUR, TUESDAY,
MARCH 29, 2022
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RAVISHING
BEAUTY
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