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Mock drills were conducted across India to prepare for a potential surge in COVID-19 cases amid rising infections globally. A health minister urged people to follow COVID protocols and get vaccinated. In other news, growth rate data showed Rajasthan had the second highest growth rate in India for the previous fiscal year. A DGP order also stated police will start getting weekly offs across the state from January.Read less
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COVID-19 PAN-INDIA MOCK-DRILL
INDIA BATTLE READY FOR
‘CHINA WAVE’!
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya urges people to wear
masks and follow the guidelines related to Covid-19 and be alert
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Mock drills
were held at several
places in India on Tues-
day to check prepared-
ness to deal with any
potential surge in Cov-
id-19 infections. Amid
Covid-19 surge in China
and elsewhere, States
and UTs swung into ac-
tion, with directives be-
ing issued to check
availability of oxygen
and prices of essential
drugs. As a part of
govt’s measure to rein
in Covid-19 infection in
case of a possible up-
surge in aftermath of
global rise in cases. P6
The way Covid-19 is making an upsurge across
the world, Centre is working to not let the
disease spread in the country. PM Modi has
directed that we have to be alert and ready. Elaborate dis-
cussions have taken place with IMA & health ministers of
all States and mock drills was conducted in the country
—Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Health Minister
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya reviews Covid mock
drill conducted at Safdarjung Hospital, in New Delhi on Tuesday.
A health worker collects the sample for testing during a mock drill for Covid-19 preparedness at CV
Raman General Government hospital in Indiranagar, Bengaluru on Tuesday. —PHOTO BY PTI
COVID-19: INDIA IN A DAY
157
FRESH
CASES
3,421
ACTIVE
CASES
HIGHLIGHTS
ACROSS THE GLOBE
 New Covid rules in schools
after the winter vacations
 Covid mock drills held in
govt hospitals in Rajasthan
 China to reopen borders
for int’l travellers from Jan 8
 Covid an excuse to stop
Bharat Jodo Yatra,
says KC Venugopal
 4 passengers
found Covid positive
at Bengaluru airport
 3-year-old boy
tests Covid positive
BHARAT BIO’S NASAL
VACCINE DEBUTS ON CoWIN
B
harat Biotech’s iNCOVACC, the first intrana-
sal Covid-19 vaccine approved for mix-and
match booster inoculation, is priced at Rs
800 per dose for private market and at Rs 325
for large-volume government procurement. The
vaccine is available on the government’s CoWIN
website and it will be in the market by the
fourth week of January, said the Hyderabad-
based company. Health Ministry sources said
that no decision has been taken on whether
to procure the nasal vaccine for the national
Covid-19 vaccination drive.
This is the
price set for
per dose at govt hospitals
`325 For private
markets, will
be available from late Jan
`800
No decision yet on whether to procure the nasal
vaccine for the national Covid-19 vaccination drive
Maharashtra Assembly
passes resolution on
border row with K’taka
HailstormwreakshavocinAssam,
hitsover500homesin37villages
First India Bureau
Nagpur: Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly
on Tuesday unanimous-
ly passed the resolution
on the border dispute
with Karnataka. The
resolution sought to le-
gally pursue the inclu-
sion of 865 Marathi-
speaking villages in
Karnataka into the
state. As per the resolu-
tion, the Maharashtra
government will stand
behind the Marathi peo-
ple in border areas and
will go for a legal fight
in the SC to ensure that
these areas become a
part of Maha. CM Shin-
de tabled the resolution
over Maharashtra-Kar-
nataka border row.
First India Bureau
Dibrugarh: Severe hail-
storm wreaked havoc in
severalplacesinAssam’s
Dibrugarh district. Ac-
cording to reports, over
500 houses have been
damaged in the district
duetothehailstorm.The
video of the hailstorm
lashing the Moran area
in Dibrugarh is doing
rounds on social media.
The hailstorm lashed
Moran, Tingkhang, La-
howal, Lekai, Naharka-
tia and other areas on
Monday late night and
Tuesday early morning,
A senior official said.
There has been no re-
port of any casualty
.
The state
government will
legally pursue
in the Supreme Court the
case to include (in Maha-
rashtra) each and every
inch of land in Belgaum,
Karwar Bidar, Nipani,
Bhalki cities and the 865
Marathi-speaking villages
in Karnataka.
—Eknath Shinde,
Maharashtra CM
FATEHPUR SHIVERS
AT -1.7°C, 1 DEAD AS
VEHICLES COLLIDE
CM Himanta B Sarma
asks officials to make
a detailed assessment
of the damages caused
Rakesh Gurjar
Sikar: Severe cold condi-
tions prevailed in Rajasthan
on Tuesday and Fatehpur in
Sikar recorded minus 1.7
degree Celsius followed by
Churu at 0.5 degree Celsius.
1 person died while several
were injured when a number
of vehicles collided on
NH-52 Hisar-Kota highway
in Fatehpur due to dense
fog. Dense fog is also likely
to reduce in the state from
Wednesday, officials said. A
new round of cold wave is
expected in the first week of
January, they added. P2
 Winter storm kills 60
across US, over 15k flights
cancelled; Buffalo worst hit
 Heavy snow in Japan
leaves at least 17 dead and
dozens injuredworst hit
A pavement is covered in hailstones after hailstorm lashes the
Moran area, in Dibrugarh district on Tuesday. —PHOTO BY ANI
Yogi says may
move SC after
HC setback on
ULB polls in UP
First India Bureau
Lucknow: UP CM Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday
said the state govern-
ment will set up a com-
mission to decide on the
issueof OBCreservation
in the urban local body
elections.
CM’s state-
ment comes
after the
L u c k n o w
bench of Al-
lahabad HC rejected the
State govt’s draft notifi-
cation on the civic polls
and ordered holding the
elections without reser-
vation for the OBCs.
Adityanath said if re-
quired, the government
may also approach the
Supreme Court against
the High Court order.
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BOMBAY HC
REFUSES ANY
INTERIM RELIEF
TO KOCHHARS
Mumbai: Chanda Kochhar and her husband Deepak
approached the Bombay HC alleging illegal arrest
by CBI in Videocon case. While they sought urgent
hearing for interim relief of release, the vacation
bench said to approach regular court on January 2.
PM MODI’S BRO
PRAHLAD MODI,
FAMILY INJURED
IN CAR CRASH
Mysuru: Prahlad Modi, brother of PM Modi, met
with an accident in Mysuru while traveling with his
family on Tuesday. The local police informed that
the members of the family have suffered minor
injuries and are admitted to the nearest hospital.
New Delhi: 180-billion ($2.2 billion) incentive aims to reduce the production
cost of green hydrogen by a fifth over the next five years, said a senior
government official and an industry manager working in renewable energy.
It would do this in part by increasing the scale of the industry, they said.
INDIA PLANS $2 BN INCENTIVE FOR GREEN HYDROGEN
OTHER TOP
RAJ STORIES
A group of people
including women have
allegedly torn and burnt
the Hindu religious book
at Bakhasar village in
Barmer. Police have
lodged a case against
some accused, initiated
probe. The incident has
triggered strong protest
throughout the district. P7
BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Kirodi Lal Meena on
Tuesday blamed the
collusion of RPSC and
SOG in the paper leak
of Grade-II teachers’
recruitment exam. Kirodi
Meena also alleged that 3
ministers and 5 MLAs of
the Congress government
are also involved in the
paper leak case. P3
Growth @ 11.04%: Modi govt pats Gehlot govt
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The Modi gov-
ernment has praised the
efficient financial man-
agement of Rajasthan
CM Ashok Gehlot.
Rajasthan, with a
growth rate of 11.04 per-
cent, ranks second in
the country in the finan-
cial year 2021-22 while
Andhra Pradesh is on
top with a growth rate
of 11.43. The centre has
forwarded its report to
the state finance and
planning department.
According to officials
of the planning depart-
ment, Rajasthan has
achieved excellent
growth under the able
leadership of CM Ge-
hlot. Every year in the
month of August, the
statistics department of
the Ministry of Finance
releases data of the
growth rate of the coun-
try and the states. This
time the growth rate of
19 states of the country
has been assessed.
The annual growth
rate in Rajasthan dur-
ing the year 2011-12 was
only 2.50 percent. It was
a coincidence that then
there was the UPA gov-
ernment at the Centre
and also a Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan.
GehlotwastheCMthen.
Today there is a BJP
government at the cent-
er and a Congress gov-
ernment in the state.
The CM is once again
Ashok Gehlot.
After ten years, State
has succeeded in getting
upfromsecond-lastposi-
tion and reaching 2nd-
top position. Turn to P8
10 years ago, the
growth rate of
Rajasthan was
2.50 per cent
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
Weekly offs for Raj cops
on pilot basis,says DGP
Shivendra Parmar
Jaipur: Police person-
nel in the state will get
weekly offs from Janu-
ary 14 onwards. DGP
Umesh Mishra gave the
nod for the proposal on
Monday in the crime
review meeting. A pilot
project was started
from Ajmer’s Gegal po-
lice station to give
weekly holidays, which
was later implemented
in the Ajmer district.
DGP had taken this de-
mand of the policemen
seriously since taking
over the charge.
Rayagada: Vladimir Bidenov
died due to a stroke and
was cremated. His friend,
Pavel Antov, was said to be
depressed after Vladimir’s
death and he too died on
December 25, police said.
Amid mystery surrounding
deaths of two Russian
tourists within a week in
the same hotel in Odisha’s
Rayagada, DGP said CID has
been asked to help in probe.
Mumbai: The Bombay HC
on Tuesday, refused to
extend its stay on an order
granting bail to former
Maharashtra HM Anil
Deshmukh, paving a way
for him to walk out of jail on
Wednesday. Currently, the
former minister is lodged
in Arthur Road jail in a
corruption case registered
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).
READ
Crucial
Crucial
2ND
RUSSIAN DIES IN A
WEEK IN ODISHA, DGP
ORDERS CID PROBE
EX-MAHA MINISTER
ANIL TO BE RELEASED
FROM JAIL TODAY
DGP UMESH MISHRA
INSTRUCTED ALL RANGE
IGs AND SPs TO START
THE PROCESS FROM TO-
DAY AND IMPLEMENT IT
IN ENTIRE STATE FROM
JANUARY 14
DGP Umesh Mishra
FIRST SIX STATES
ARE NON-BJP RULED
PLANNING GROWTH
REPORT 2021-2022
The first six states are
governed by non-BJP
CMs Jaganmohan Reddy,
Ashok Gehlot, Nitish
Kumar, Chandrasekhar
Rao, Arvind Kejriwal and
Naveen Patnaik.
11.43%
Andhra Pradesh
11.04%
Rajasthan
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Jaipur: Rajasthan gov-
ernment’s Department
of Information and Pub-
lic Relations (DIPR) has
been honoured with the
“Effective Government
CommunicationAward”
fortakingpublicwelfare
schemes through digital
media to the general
publicandbeneficiaries.
TheGovernorof Mad-
hyaPradeshMangubhai
Patel presented the
award to Arun Joshi,
Additional Director,
DIPR at the 44th Annual
Convention organized
by PRSI at Bhopal.
MP Uday Singh, Na-
tional President of
PRSI Ajit Pathak, and
public relations profes-
sionals from different
states were present on
the occasion.
It may be noted that
nearly 20 lakh people
have been connected
with WhatsApp groups
at all gram panchayats
and ward levels across
the state. The depart-
ment has done innova-
tions like the Informa-
tion e-Bulletin, Sujas
Video Bulletin, and Su-
jas Awaaz (Podcast). A
Sujas Mobile App has
also been launched.
DIPR awarded for effective communication
SUJAS FELICITATED
lll
Apart from Sujas,
Govt schemes
are being
propagated daily
on WhatsApp,
where nearly 20
lakh people have
been connected
at all gram
panchayats
Bus conductor dies, 5 injured as
6 vehicles collide amid dense fog
Two roadways buses and truck collided with each other continuously due to dense fog
Police officials during the rescue ops trying to clear the road after the
accident in Dewas on Tuesday.There was a jam of about 7 KMs and
traffic was affected for three hours. —PHOTOS BY RAKESH GURJAR
Central Election Committee member of BJP, Om Mathur addressed the gathering in Parbatsar, Nagaur.
District President Gajendra Singh Odint along with others were present during the occasion.
Rakesh Gurjar
Sikar: A roadways bus
conductor was killed
and five others were in-
jured when six vehicles
rammed into each other
in Fatehpur town of Si-
kar district on Tuesday
morning owing to dense
fog. Police informed in-
cident occurred around
7:30 am at Devas Road
in Fatehpur when a
roadways bus rammed
into a truck owing to
the low visibility
.
“Two pickup vans, a
roadways bus and a car
also hit each other from
behind due to fog. Bus
conductor Sanwarmal
died on the spot while
driver Vijay Singh and
four other passengers
were injured in the
mishap. The victims
were immediately
rushed to a hospital
and are presently un-
dergoing treatment in a
hospital,” said police.
The road was jammed
for 7 kilometers due to
damaged vehicles and
crowd of people.
CM approves `102.50 cr for
free and concessional travel
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The State Gov-
ernment is providing
free and concessional
travel facilities to dif-
ferent classes in Ra-
jasthan Roadways bus-
es. In this, the competi-
tive examinees who are
going to take the exami-
nation across the state
are getting the maxi-
mum benefit.
In this sequence, the
CM Gehlot has ap-
proved an additional
budget of Rs 102.50
crore for free and con-
cessional travel in the
buses of the corpora-
tion’s listed classes by
the RSRTC.
It is noteworthy that
a provision of Rs 255
crore was made earlier
for the financial year
2022-23, in which Rs
244.71 crore has been
spent. In view of this,
the budget has been ap-
proved for the remain-
ing period which will
benefit the students,
examinees, elderly peo-
ple, journalists, free-
dom fighters, sportsper-
sons, who will continue
to get the facility of free
travel in RSRTC buses.
NAT’L HIGHWAY 7B
ALIGNMENT TO BE
CORRECTED, CM
APPROVES FUNDS
GRAND SON OF M YASIN, FORMER CM MEDIA
ADVISOR GETS COMPENSATORY JOB
Kindness of Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot came to fore on
Tuesday when he approved an appointment based on
compassionate grounds in the sports council and appointed
Sameer Khan, son of Administrative Officer Late Mohammad
Saleem. Sports Council President Dr Krishna
Poonia issued appointment orders. Nota-
bly, Mohammad Salim died on December
14 and appointment has been given to his
son within just 11 days of his death. Salim
was the son of Mohammad Yasin, former
press advisor to the chief minister. Yasin
has been an old loyalist and media
advisor to the CM.
JURISDICTION OF
JAIPUR, JODHPUR
PERMANENT BENCH
DETERMINED
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot has ap-
proved the construction of
a new road by straightening
the alignment of Sriganga-
nagar-Sadulshahar State
Highway-7-B and removing
the dangerous curve. Along
with this, Gehlot has also
approved the proposal to
acquire land from the Indian
Railways for the said work.
At present Sriganganagar-
Sadulshahar state highway
is passing between Banwali
railway station and goods
warehouse. There is a
dangerous curve near the
station. After handing over
the land of the said road
to the Indian Railways, the
same area of land will be
taken from the Railways for
the new road.
The CM Gehlot has ap-
proved the proposal to
determine the jurisdiction of
Jaipur and Jodhpur perma-
nent benches of the Rajasthan
Civil Services Appellate
Tribunal. He has agreed to
the draft amendment to Rule
6 of the Rajasthan Civil Ser-
vices (Appellate Tribunal for
Services) Rules, 1976. With
the approval, the districts
of Jaipur, Ajmer, Bharatpur
and Kota divisions have been
included in the jurisdiction of
the Jaipur Permanent Bench.
Whereas, the jurisdiction
of the Jodhpur Permanent
Bench includes the districts of
Jodhpur, Udaipur and Bikaner
divisions. The jurisdictional
decision of both the benches
will facilitate disposal of cases
and judicial work.
Arora,ZambiaHighCommissioner
discusstradeopportunitiesinRaj
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The High Com-
missioner of India to
Zambia Ashok Kumar
called on the Chairman
of Rajasthan Export
Promotion Council Ra-
jiv Arora at his office in
Udyog Bhavan. He said
that Zambia has suffi-
cient reserves of miner-
als like copper and
manganese and there
are vast possibilities of
trade with this country
.
Kumar said that at
present, four to five in-
dustrial groups of India
haveinvestedinthemin-
eralminingsector.Phar-
ma, food items, machin-
ery and electronic goods
are mainly exported
from India to Zambia.
Kumar invited Indian
companies to invest in
mineral sector and ex-
plore opportunities.
India becoming a world leader under PM
Modi, reiterates OP Mathur in Nagaur
First India Bureau
Nagaur: BJPleaderOm
Prakash Mathur on
Tuesday took part in the
concluding ceremony of
theJanAakroshYatrain
Parbatsar town of Na-
gaur district. While ad-
dressing the gathering,
MathursaidthatIndiais
going to become a world
leader again and it is
only because of PM Nar-
endra Modi.
“Undertheleadership
of PM Modi, the country
istowardsnewprogress.
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is taking out
Bharat Jodo Yatra, but
India is already united.
In the four years tenure
of the Congress govern-
ment, only misgovern-
ance and law and order
have deteriorated in the
state. People are gunned
down openly while pa-
pers of competitive ex-
amslikeREETarebeing
leaked. Gehlot is trying
to save his chair, while
Pilot is trying to uproot
him from the chair. The
last four years of this
governmentwenttosave
its chair,” said BJP lead-
er OP Mathur.
COL RATHORE HITS
AT CONG GOVT ON
FARMERS’ ISSUES
Bharatpur: BJP National Spox
and MP Rajyavardhan Rathore
during the Jan Aakrosh
Rally in Bharatpur district on
Tuesday levied allegations on
Cong govt for not fulfilling
the promises made to people.
He said that land of more
than one lakh farmers has
been attached and corruption
is flourishing in the state.
“The number of crimes has
increased during the tenure
of this govt,” said BJP MP
Rajyavardhan Rathore.
RAJ RANKS FIRST IN NCRB DATA WHEN
IT COMES TO CRIME, SAYS RATHORE
Pali: Deputy Leader of Opposition and senior BJP leader
Rajendra Rathore on Tuesday took part in the Jan Aakrosh
Yatra in the Sojat assembly constituency in Pali. Rajendra
Rathore, while addressing the gathering, said that is anti-
women and a paper leak government. “Rajasthan ranks first
in NCRB data when it comes to crime. The shameless min-
isters of the Rajasthan government say that there are many
men in the state which leads to more rape. The countdown of
the present government has already started,” said BJP leader
Rajendra Rathore. Former Cabinet Minister Lakshmi Narayan
Dave, MP PP Chowdhary, Former MP Pushp Jain, Former
MLA Laxmi Barupal and other BJP leaders were also present.
SUDHANSHU
TRIVEDI SPEAKS
OF JUNGLE RAJ
IN RAJ, CONG’S
MISRULE
Chittorgarh: BJP’s Na-
tional Spokx and Rajya
Sabha MP Sudhanshu
Trivedi on Tuesday took
part in Jan Aakrosh
Mahasabha in Badi
Sadri town of Chittorgarh
district. While address-
ing the gathering, Trivedi
said that in the four
years of misrule of the
Congress, the people of
Rajasthan are troubled
by the widespread jungle
raj, corruption, and mis-
rule. “According to the
Transparency Interna-
tional report, Rajasthan
has become the coun-
try’s number one state
in corruption for the last
three consecutive years.
Communal riots have
increased by tenfold. The
Cong govt has failed to
fulfil its promise and did
not fulfilled the promise
of farm loan waiver,”
said Sudhanshu Trivedi.
MP CP Joshi
appointed as
Chairperson in
parl panel
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla has
appointed Chittorgarh
MP CP Joshi as the
Chairman
of the Joint
Committee
of Parlia-
ment on the
Multi-State
Cooperative Societies
Amendment Bill, 2022.
The objective of the
Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Amendment
Bill, 2022, which was in-
troduced in Lok Sabha
during the Winter Ses-
sion of Parliament, is to
increase accountability
in the cooperative sec-
tor and improve its elec-
toral process. Following
the demand of several
opposition parties, Un-
ion Home Min Amit
Shah proposed to send
the bill to Joint Commit-
tee in Lok Sabha for
consideration, which
was approved by House.
Shah had recom-
mended the formation
of a joint committee
with 21 members of the
Lok Sabha and 10 mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha.
GRADE THREE TEACHERS AWAITING
TRANSFERS PROTEST IN JAIPUR
Jaipur: Third-grade teachers, who have been
waiting for transfers for the last 4 years, have
once again started an agitation against the state
government. On Tuesday, the teachers sat on a
dharna at Shahid Smarak in Jaipur. They said
that if the government did not take any decision
regarding their transfer this time, they would not
get up from there. They said that if the transfers
are not done, then they will give a befitting reply
by campaigning against the Congress party in the
coming assembly elections.
Bundi: Congress leader Charmesh Sharma has
been appointed as the Director of Rajasthan Seed
Corporation. Charmesh Sharma, who
comes from Bundi, was announced
as the new director of Rajasthan
Seed Corporation during the annual
convention of Rajasthan Seed Corpo-
ration held at the State Agricultural
Management Institute in Durgapura
on Tuesday. President of RSSCL, Dheeraj Gurjar
welcomed Sharma by garlanding him.
Jaipur: BJP leader and Rajya Sabha MP Ghanshyam
Tiwari on Tuesday targeted the Congress government
over its ‘Jai Siyaram’ comment. Tiwari
said, “Congress does not know that both
Jai Siyaram and Jai Shri Ram are same
word. The meaning of the word Shree
is Sitaji, therefore the meaning of Jai
Shriram is Jai Siyaram. This is beyond
understanding of Cong leaders,” said
Ghanshyam Tiwari. “Rama and Siya, Lakshmi and
Vishnu, Shiva and Parvati are considered in same form
in Vedic tradition,” he added.
CHARMESH SHARMA APPOINTED AS
DIRECTOR OF RAJASTHAN SEED CORP
MP GHANSHYAM TIWARI TARGETS CONG
OVER ‘JAI SIYARAM’ SLOGAN ROW
NEWS DIGEST
Zambia High Commissioner Ashok Kumar with Chairman of Raj
Export Council Rajiv Arora at Udyog Bhavan on Tuesday.
Mangubhai Patel, Madhya Pradesh Governor presenting the award to
Arun Joshi,Additional Director, DIPR in Bhopal on Tuesday.
JAN AAKROSH YATRA
DRIVER STUCK FOR OVER AN HOUR
The accident was very gruesome, the front part
of the roadways collided with the truck and was
completely crushed and damaged. The bus driver Vi-
jay got injured and got trapped badly in the incident.
The police took him out with great difficulty and with
the help of nearby people and took him to the com-
munity hospital. From where he was referred to Sikar
and then to Jaipur.
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Suryaveer Singh Tanwar
Jaisalmer: Tourists
visiting Jaisalmer in
Rajasthan will now be
able to enjoy helicopter
joyrides over Sam sand
dunes in Jaisalmer.
The service under
the initiative of Ra-
jasthan Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation
(RTDC) was started on
Tuesday by a private
company on an experi-
mental basis.
Minority Affairs Min-
ister Saleh Mohammad,
State Minister for tour-
ism Murarilal Meena
and RTDC Chairman
Dharmendra Rathore
inaugurated the service.
Rathore said that the
helicopter joyride has
been started from Sam-
dhani, Jaisalmer on an
experimental basis and
the service will be ex-
panded at a later stage
by connecting tourist
destinations with the
helicopter service.
“There is an ambi-
tious plan to make a
tourism circuit by con-
necting other tourist
places through the ser-
vice. Religious, wildlife
and heritage places will
be added to this cir-
cuit,” he said.
Helicopter joyride begins at Jaisalmer’s Sam
RTDC INITIATIVE

The minimum
ticket rate for a
helicopter
joyride has been
kept at Rs 7,000
per person.
Service will be
provided to
about 200
tourists per day
STATEWIDE COVID DRILLS REVEAL
‘STILL CREAKING’ HEALTH INFRA
Covid-19 protocols go for a toss as large
number of tourists flock to heritage sites
Paper leak: Kirodi demands CBI probe
Delhi-bound flyers create
ruckus at Jaipur airport
O2 plant at Ajmer’s Jawahar Lal
Nehru Hospital not in service
Stretcher carrying patient got
stuck in the ambulance in Kota
(1) SMS Hospital Superintendent Dr Achal Sharma inspects
oxygen plant on Tuesday. (2) Principal Dr Veer Bahadur Singh and
Hospital Superintendent Dr Neeraj Gupta visit Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital in Ajmer. (3) A patient is being given oxygen supply in
Sikar. (4) Hospital staff shifting stretcher in ambulance in Kota.
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: With danger of
new variant BF.7 of
Covid-19 looming large,
mock drills were held
on Tuesday across the
State by the Health De-
partment, AYUSH, gas
relief and health insti-
tutes of the Central
Government. Emergen-
cy measures including
availability of oxygen
plant, beds, and medi-
cines were checked.
During the mock
drill, the oxygen plant
at Jawahar Lal Nehru
Hospital in Ajmer did
not start at all. It turns
out that the filter itself
was not working. At the
same time, the stretcher
got stuck in the ambu-
lance that reached Kota
with a patient.
In Jaipur, a patient
was brought on a wheel
chair to Rajasthan Uni-
versity of Health and
Sciences (RUHS), the
largest Covid dedicated
hospital in the state.
Health Secretary Dr
PrithviSinghinstructed
all the districts CMHOs
toconductmockdrillsin
the CHC, sub-district
hospitalanddistricthos-
pital in their respective
areas to check the avail-
ability of resources.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The State capi-
tal is witnessing a huge
rush of tourists these
days.AlthoughtheGov-
ernment departments
haveissuedanadvisory
for strict compliance
with the covid protocol,
authorities were seen
struggling due to the
rush. In Jaipur, more
than 50,000 tourists are
visiting the historical
monuments of Jaipur
every day
.
Officials informed
that long queues of
tourists are being wit-
nessed outside Amber
Mahal, Jantar-Mantar,
Hawa Mahal, and Na-
hargarh Fort each day
.
Nearly 11,000 to 13,000
are visiting Amber
Mahal every day, while
7,000 to 8,000 tourists
come to Jantar Mantar
every day. Likewise,
nearly eight to ten
thousand tourists visit
Hawa Mahal every day
.
First India Bureau
Sikar: The devotees
will not be able to do
darshan of Khatu Shy-
amji on January 1, the
beginning of the new
year, as the temple and
Shyam Kund are closed
till further orders due
to the expansion work.
People will have to
wait for a few more days
to visit the temple. Soon
after the completion of
the work, the doors of
the Khatu Shyam tem-
ple will be opened for
the devotees. The dis-
trict administration
has appealed that peo-
ple should not make
bookings in hotels and
Dharamshalas on New
Year and Ekadashi.
The SDM has said in
the order that bookings
are being made for the
purpose of Bhajan Kir-
tan despite the closure
of the Shyam temple.
“Due to the arrival of
thousands of devotees,
arrangements will be af-
fected due to heavy traf-
fic,” the order stated.
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur: BJP Rajya Sab-
ha MP Kirodi Lal Meena
on Tuesday alleged that
theRPSCstaff hadgiven
thepapertoSureshDha-
ka and Bhupendra 15
daysbeforetheexamina-
tion. After which, not
only in Udaipur, ques-
tion papers dated 21, 22
and 24 December were
leaked in Jaipur, Jodh-
pur, Bikaner Ajmer, Al-
war, Bharatpur, Dausa,
and Kota as well. In such
a situation, the entire
recruitment examina-
tion should be cancelled
andthemattershouldbe
investigated by the CBI.
If this does not happen,
he warned of moving
court and agitation in
the Gandhian way
.
Addressing a press
conference at Pink City
press club here, Kirodi
alleged that the RPSC
staff had given a set of
80-80 (total 240) ques-
tions to Suresh Dhaka
and his associates three
times. It is clear that the
paper is not linked to
the printing press.
Rather the moderator
of RPSC has leaked the
paper. “I have the name
of that person also who
gavethepapertoSuresh
and his companions.
But due to the investiga-
tion being affected, I
cannot reveal his name
at the moment. But I am
not going to spare any
guilty,” he said.
This time the papers
were leaked, in which
more than two dozen
buses were used. Candi-
dates were sent to dif-
ferent districts in buses
after giving papers.
This should be investi-
gated, said Kirodi,
claiming that 3,000 stu-
dents have got papers
solved in buses.
Meena said that pa-
pers of 16 competitive
examinations have been
leaked during this gov-
ernment. The govern-
ment has cancelled 10
exams. All this is hap-
peningbecauseof RPSC.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A ruckus was
created by the passen-
gers of a Delhi-bound
flight that was diverted
to Jaipur due to bad
weather conditions in
Delhi last night.
The SpiceJet flight
number SG-3756 took
off from Rajkot and was
diverted to Jaipur at
midnight. On reaching
Jaipur, the airline of-
floaded the passengers
and asked them to leave
for Delhi by road.
The staff said that
due to bad weather at
Delhi airport, flight
cannot go following
which the passengers
created ruckus.
Cold waves and dense
fog, which have en-
gulfed parts of the
country for the last few
days, disrupted the
movements of flights
and trains on Tuesday
.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The Jaipur po-
lice raided the premises
of Bhupendra Saran,
wanted in RPSC second
grade teachers’ recruit-
ment paper leak and ar-
rested 6 people includ-
ing Saran’s girlfriend
and two other women.
The police held raids in
Mansarovar and Karni
Vihar areas. Saran’s
girlfriend was living in
Mansarovar.
During the raid, a
large quantity of fake
degrees were recovered
from both the areas.
More than 60 de-
grees, marksheets re-
lated to various re-
nowned colleges and
universities, printer,
computer, laptop, doz-
ens of rubber seals and
other documents were
recovered.
First India Bureau
Hanumangarh: A
28-year-old man alleg-
edly committed suicide
in Hanumangarh on
Monday af-
ter getting
depressed
over repeat-
ed cancella-
tion of com-
petitive ex-
ams in Rajasthan.
Police said, “The de-
ceased, identified as
Kanhaiya Lal Pareek,
had appeared in com-
petitive exams like
REET and forest guard,
but the papers got can-
celled one after another.
He was under severe
stress, following which,
he ended his life.”
Miffed over
cancellation of
exams in State,
aspirant kills self
ED HAS DONE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION,
WILL TAKE ACTION SOON: KIRODI MEENA
RS MP Kirodi Lal Meena addresses media on teacher recruitment
exam paper leak at press club. —PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA
Dharmendra Rathore, Murarilal Meena and others flag off Jaisalmer helicopter joyride on Tuesday.
Indicating ED’s entry in the State, Kirodi said that as
soon as cold subsides, action of ED will be seen in
Rajasthan as there are many cases of money launder-
ing in which complaints have been given to ED. “ED
has done preliminary investigation at its level, now
soon its action will also be seen,” he said.
PSK meets ration
dealers, to discuss
demands with CM
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A gathering
of more than 27,000
ration dealers of Ra-
jasthan was held in
Vidhyadhar Nagar
stadium on Tuesday.
The ration dealers
raised their eight-
point demand during
their meeting.
After holding talks
withdealers,Khacha-
riyawas said, “We
hope that after dis-
cussion with the
Chief Minister, the
budget announce-
ment of honorarium
for ration dealers will
be made.” Providing
free land and stop-
ping the process of
opening 5,000 new
shops in the state are
among their major
demands.
TEACHERS’ DHARNA
Rajasthan Education Service Association (RESA) members
hold protest against State Govt over various demands.
Sanyukt Shiksha Morcha hold protest demanding release
of teachers’ transfer list in, Jaipur on Tuesday.
—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA
No Darshan at Khatu
Shyam on New Year
Fake degress
recovered, 6 held
including Saran’s
girlfriend in raid
RPSC staff had given a set of 80-80 (total 240) questions to
Suresh Dhaka and his associates three times, alleges Meena
Minister Khachariyawas addresses ration dealers in Jaipur.
—PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA
JANTAR MANTAR
25 Dec 8501 Tourists
26 Dec 8752 tourists
HAWA MAHAL
25 Dec 9755 Tourists
26 Dec 9286 Tourists
NAHARGARH FORT
25 Dec 8642 Tourists
26 Dec 6646 Tourists
ALBERT HALL
25 Dec 6767 Tourists
26 Dec 6517 Tourists
AMER MAHAL
25 Dec 13132 Tourists
26 Dec 12203 Tourists
NUMBER OF TOURISTS FROM LAST 2 DAYS
1
2 3
4
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil,
who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter. —Bible
Anurag Thakur @ianuragthakur
Get ready for the biggest hockey
event of the year 2023! The
#HockeyMensWorldCup2023 is
coming to Steel City, Rourkela,
Odisha and we are pumped to host
the best teams in the world. Let’s
cheer @TheHockeyIndia and make
this a tournament to remember! RourkelaMC
TOP TWEETS
Kiren Rijiju @KirenRijiju
India has a robust Parliamentary
Democracy. Our Govt will always
function as per the spirit of the
Constitution of India. Nobody can
accuse our Govt of undermining
the independence of Judiciary.
YOGI PROPOSES, HC DISPOSES
n a setback to
reservation pol-
itics, the Alla-
habad High
Court has de-
railed the Uttar Pradesh
government’s quota poli-
tics by rejecting reserva-
tion of Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in urban lo-
cal body elections. The
high court ordered the
State Election Commis-
sion to notify the elections
without further delay
. The
term of several munici-
palities has already ended
while that of others will
end by December 31, 2022.
To garner support of the
OBCs the government had
come up with a draft noti-
fication on December 5 re-
serving mayoral seats in
Aligarh, Mathura- Vrinda-
van, Meerut and Prayagraj
for OBC candidates. In the
case of Mathura-Vrinda-
van and Aligarh the seats
were reserved for OBC
women. The draft policy
provided for OBC reserva-
tion on 54 chairpersons’
seats in 200 municipal
councils. In the 545 nagar
panchayats 147 seats were
reserved for OBC candi-
dates.
A clutch of PILs chal-
lenged the draft notifica-
tion for violating the triple
test formula set by the Su-
preme Court for OBC res-
ervations. The triple test
formula mandates setting
up of a commission for an
empirical inquiry into the
nature and implications of
backwardness within the
state local bodies; specify-
ing the proportion of res-
ervation required… and it
should not exceed 50 per-
cent of total seats reserved
for SCs, STs and OBCs.
The UP government told
the high court that the sur-
vey of OBCs conducted in
2017 can be considered as
the basis of the proposed
reservation.Notconvinced,
the court quashed the noti-
fication, upsetting Yogi
Government’s plans. Apna
Dal was unhappy with the
court’s order. Samajwadi
Party called it a BJP gov-
ernment’s conspiracy
.
I
In a setback to reservation politics, the Allahabad
HC has derailed the UP government’s quota
politics by rejecting reservation of OBC in
urban local body elections. The HC ordered
the State Election Commission to notify the
elections without further delay
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PULLING THE PLUG ON
LIFE…TOO EARLY
ampant suicides and especially
the recent spate of suicides in
the country and at the cine
world has shocked and numbed
the nation. Even the Union gov-
ernment informed Parliament
on Tuesday that 115 daily wage
earners and 63 women died by
suicide every day in 2021.
A total of 42,004 daily wage
earners and 23,179 housewives
died by suicide in 2021, said Un-
ion Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai in re-
sponse to a question in Lok Sab-
ha. Citing data from the Nation-
al Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), Rai present the follow-
ing numbers for suicides in In-
dia in 2021:
l Self-employed:  20,231
l Salaried:  15,870
l Unemployed:  13,714
l Students:  13,089
l Business:  12,055
l Private sector:  11,431
l Farming:  10,881
(5,563 labourers+ 5,318 farmers)
Men were the overwhelming
victims of suicide, as per the
NCRB Crime in India 2021 re-
port. Of the 1,64,033 persons
who died by suicide last year,
1,18,970 were men and 45,026
were women. The suicide data
for 2021 is in line with that of
2020 as daily wage earners, self-
employed persons, and the un-
employed had topped the sui-
cide victims that year as well.
Officials last year had said that
pandemic-induced economic
hardships were a driving factor.
As per the World Health Or-
ganisation, globally, close to
8,00,000 people die by suicide
every year; that’s one person
every 40 seconds. For each sui-
cide, there are more than 20 sui-
cide attempts. The global body
goes on to say suicide is an
emerging and serious public
health issue in India. However,
it is preventable with timely,
evidence-based and often low-
cost interventions. The suicide
mortality rate per 1,00,000 popu-
lation in 2016 was 16.5, while the
global average was 10.5 per 100
000. The most vulnerable are the
15-29 year old’s, the elderly, and
persons with special needs – as
per WHO.
Classes for five days a week,
weekend offs and not more than
two internal tests in a week cho-
rus for these demands is grow-
ing among JEE and NEET aspir-
ants recently after three stu-
dents died by suicide this month
allegedly due to academic stress.
Often bogged down with the
fast-paced curriculum and the
programme structure, students
say they are always racing
against time and even a day’s
break can push them behind
thousands of other students.
However, the recent cases of
student suicides have brought
back the focus on fixing the
schedule to make it more stu-
dent-friendly
. After the cases of
three students dying by suicide
last week came to light, the dis-
trict administration issued fresh
directions to ensure that there is
a stress-free environment for
students and that at least one
weekly off is granted to them.
Students, however, feel that it
isn’t enough. Of the three stu-
dents who died by suicide last
week, NEET aspirant Ankush
Anand (18) from and JEE aspir-
ant Ujjwal Kumar (17) both from
Bihar were found hanging from
ceiling fans in their respective
rooms at their paying guest (PG)
accommodation on December
12, according to police.
The third student, Pranav
Verma (17), a National Eligibil-
ity cum Entrance Test (NEET)
aspirant from Madhya Pradesh,
allegedly consumed a poisonous
substance in his hostel on De-
cember 11. No student suicide
was reported in 2021 when the
coaching centres here were shut
down due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and students attended
online classes from their homes.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
However, the recent cases of
student suicides have
brought back the focus on
fixing the schedule to make it
more student-friendly. After
the cases of three students
dying by suicide last week
came to light, the district
administration issued fresh
directions to ensure that
there is a stress-free
environment for students
and that at least one weekly
off is granted to them
R
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Journalist and
former Managing Editor, First India
As per the World Health
Organisation, globally,
close to 8,00,000 people
die by suicide every
year; that’s one person
every 40 seconds. For
each suicide, there are more
than 20 suicide attempts. The
global body goes on to say
suicide is serious public
health issue in India
TINSEL TOWN TRAUMA
THE DISTURBING NEWS OF SUICIDES FROM THE TELEVISION AND
BOLLYWOOD WORLD KEEP POURING IN RELENTLESSLY
TUNISHA SHARMA
TV actor was
found hanging
on the sets of a
serial in Mum-
bai last week,
one more in-
stance of a
showbiz aspirant allegedly tak-
ing the extreme step. The death
of the 21-year-old “Ali Baba:
Dastaan-E-Kabul” actor has ar-
rest of her co-star Sheezan
Khan for abetment to suicide.
Here are some similar deaths
in the entertainment industry
that shocked us all:
VAISHALI THAKKAR
On October 16
this year, the
Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai ac-
tor was found
dead in her In-
dore home. Po-
lice officials claimed they have
enough evidence against Th-
akkar’s former boyfriend Ra-
hul Navlani, filed an abetment
of suicide case. Asif Basra
Known for starring in movies
such as Jab We Met, Once Upon
a Time in Mumbaai and Kai Po
Che!, Basra was found hanging
in a pvt property in Nov 2020 in
Dharamshala. He was 53. He
was last seen in “The Family
Man-2” and “Sooryavanshi”.
SAMIR SHARMA
He was found
hanging from
the fan of his
kitchen on Au-
gust 6, 2020 in
the Mumbai
suburb Malad
where he lived alone. His cred-
its include hit TV shows Kyun-
ki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
and Left Right Left.
SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT
The death of the
C h h i c h h o r e
star, who was
found hanging
in his Bandra
home on June
14, 2020, contin-
ues to cast long shadows over
the industry
.
KUSHAL PUNJABI
Tuesday will be
the third death
anniversary of
a c t o r - m o d e l
Kushal Punjabi,
who was hang-
ing in his Ban-
dra apartment on December 27,
2019. Known for films such as
Kaal, Lakshya as well as reality
show Fear Factor, actor left be-
hind a suicide note in which he
said nobody should be held re-
sponsible for his death.
PRATYUSHA BANNERJEE
She became a
h o u s e h o l d
name through
Balika Vadhu
was found hang-
ing in her Mum-
bai apartment
on April 1, 2016. She was 24.
Her boyfriend Rahul Raj is ac-
cused of abetting her suicide.
PREKSHA MEHTA
“Crime Patrol” actor was found
dead in her home in Indore.
The 29-year-old, who hanged
herself, left a suicide note.
JIAH KHAN
British American actor, known
for films such as Nishabd and
Ghajini, was found hanging at
her Mumbai residence on June
3, 2013 by her mother Rabiya
Khan. She was 25. Her death
was deemed suicide and recon-
firmed as a suicide in 2016. Her
boyfriend Rahul Raj is accused
of abetting her suicide.
KULJEET RANDHAWA
In 2006, model-turned televi-
sion actor, 25, known for star-
ring in the high-school drama
Hip Hip Hurray!, suspense se-
rial Kohinoor and crime thrill-
er drama Special Squad, alleg-
edly died by suicide by hanging
herself in her room in Juhu.
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Hyderabad: President
Droupadi Murmu on
Tuesday urged students
to read more in order to
improve their under-
standing and widen
their perspective.
Addressing the stu-
dents and faculty of the
Keshav Memorial Edu-
cational Society here,
she emphasized on the
importance of reading.
President Murmu
said that the habit of
reading is one of the
most effective means for
self-development. It is a
skill that would serve
students well through-
out their life. She said
that this is an age of in-
ternet and social media
when attention span is
getting shorter and
communication is lim-
ited in characters.
She also interacted
with students and inau-
gurated a photo exhibi-
tion on ‘Hyderabad Lib-
eration Movement’
showcasing contribu-
tions of regional free-
dom fighters.
She said that educa-
tion is the foundation
upon which a nation is
built. It is the key to un-
locking the full poten-
tial of every individual.
She was happy to note
that the activities of Ke-
shav Memorial Educa-
tional Society have
grown manifold “from a
small school in 1940 to a
premier educational
centre with nine differ-
ent colleges, enrolling
over 11,000 students.
Noting that celebra-
tions of the 75th anni-
versary of the Libera-
tion of Hyderabad are
being held as part of the
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’, she said that this
holds great significance
for the people of this re-
gion and for the nation
asawhole.Shepaidtrib-
utes to the brave leaders
who fought for the lib-
eration of Hyderabad,
including Ramji Gond,
Turrebaz Khan, Komar-
am Bheem, Suravaram
Prathap Reddy and
Shoyabulla Khan. She
said that their valour
and sacrifice would al-
ways be remembered
and honoured.
“As we celebrate the
historic milestone of
Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav, it is important for
us to remember that our
independence is not just
about the liberation
from oppressive rulers
of the past. It is also
about ensuring a bright
future through well con-
ceived steps taken today
.
As we move into the fu-
ture, it is upto the young
people of India to en-
sure that we build upon
the foundations laid by
our forefathers and take
our nation to new
heights,” she said.
Murmu urges students to read more to widen understanding
PRESIDENT’S PEP TALK
lll
President
Murmu
addresses
students and
faculty of
Keshav
Memorial
Educational
Society,
Hyderabad
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Bhartiya Janata
Party(BJP)willbeginits
‘Mission 2024’ (General
Election or Parlimenta-
ry elections) for Uttar
Pradesh from January
.
The party’s exercise
to win maximum seats
from Uttar Pradesh in
the upcoming Lok Sab-
ha elections will begin
when BJP President JP
Nadda,General Secre-
tary BL Santhosh and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah visit the
state next month.
“The programmes of
these leaders are being
finalised for January.
The process of a con-
stituency wise assess-
ment and, thereafter,
candidate selection will
begin,” said a party
functionary. The party,
according to sources,
will be replacing a num-
ber of sitting MPs who
have crossed the age
limit of 75 years.
Those who have been
found to be under-per-
formers are also likely
to be replaced to coun-
ter the anti-incumben-
cy factor. The BJP lead-
ership, apparently,
wants to ensure that
there is no rebel candi-
date when elections fi-
nally take place.
BJP’s ‘Mission 2024’ to
start from UP in January
The saffron party is trying to win maximum Lok Sabha seats in UP
Bengaluru (Agencies):
Karnataka’s ruling BJP
is worried over mining
baron Gali Janardhana
Reddy’s newly-launched
Kalyana Rajya Pragati
Paksha (KRPP) party, to
affect its prospects in
the state, especially in
the border region with
Hyderabad. According to
BJP insiders, although
senior leaders have rub-
bished the development,
they have taken a serious
note and are strategising
against Reddy’s move.
The opposition Congress
is already in a celebra-
tion mode, as Reddy’s
KRRP would split the
BJP’s vote, which would
ensure the victory of
Congress candidates.
Chennai (Agencies): BJP President JP Nadda com-
menced his election campaign for the 2024 general elec-
tions from Coimbatore on Tuesday. Tamil Nadu BJP chief
K Annamalai, speaking to media after having darshan
at the Sangameswara temple, said that Nadda’s move
to launch his election campaign from Coimbatore has
enthused the party cadres, adding that the party cadres
are working hard to make the programme a success.
Noting that the BJP has an MLA from the Coimbatore
constituency, Annamalai said that the party has a strong
presence in the area which is known for nationalism.
J REDDY'S NEW
PARTY TO HIT
BJP'S PROSPECTS
IN KARNATAKA
BJP PRESIDENT NADDA BEGINS 2024
ELECTION CAMPAIGN FROM TAMIL NADU
JP Nadda being welcomed at Coimbatore International Airport to
kick off BJPs Mission Tamil Nadu 2024,in Coimbatore on Tuesday.
Moradabad (PTI): Sen-
ior Congress leader Sal-
man Khurshid has lik-
ened Rahul Gandhi to
LordRamanddescribed
him as “superhuman”
and a “yogi doing ta-
pasya” as he lauded the
former party chief for
his Bharat Jodo Yatra,
evoking sharp criticism
from the BJP
.
Slamming the Oppo-
sition party leaders for
their show of “syco-
phancy”, the BJP said
comparing a person out
on bail in a corruption
case, a reference to the
National Herald probe,
to a God worshipped by
so many people not only
hurts the feelings of
Hindus but also the en-
tire society
.
Khurshid, however,
remained unfazed and
defended his remarks.
“No one can replace
God but everyone can
try to walk the path
shown by him,” he said.
BJP raps Khurshid as
he likens Rahul to Ram
New Delhi: Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge has
appointed appointed observers for the ‘Hath Se Hath
Jodo Abhiyan’, which will be a follow-up activity of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra. The ‘Hath Se Hath Jodo Abhiyan’
will commence on January 26 and continue for next
two months. In total, 26 observers have been appoint-
ed including Milind Deora (Gujarat, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Daman amd Diu); Subhash Chopra (Haryana);
Prithviraj Chavan (Karnataka); Deepender Hooda (Uttar
Pradesh); Ajay Kumar Lallu (Uttarakhand); while Ghu-
lam Ahmad Mir has been appointed observer for West
Bengal amd Andaman  Nicobar, among others.
CONG APPOINTS OBSERVERS FOR ‘HATH SE HATH JODO ABHIYAN’
New Delhi (ANI): BJP lashed at Congress leader Sal-
man Khurshid on Tuesday for comparing Rahul Gandhi
with Lord Rama. BJP National Spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia on Tuesday said that the Congress
can do any kind of politics to get votes.
“It is in the DNA of the Congress party.
If they want votes, they can do any kind
of politics and this is the reason behind
Salman Khurshid comparing our adorable
deity Lord Shri Ram with such a person
(Rahul Gandhi) who is out on bail and the people of
India will give him the answer,” said Bhatia.
BJP LASHES OUT AT RAHUL GANDHI,
CALLS HIM HYPOCRITICAL HINDU
CONGMEN SHOULD
ROAM NAKED AS
LORD RAM’S ‘SENA’
DID: BJP LEADER
Salman Khurshid
New Delhi: After Salman
Khurshid compared party
leader Rahul Gandhi to
Lord Ram, BJP leader
Dushyant Gautam said
that Congressmen should
roam naked as Lord
Ram’s ‘sena’ did. Gau-
tam said, “If he is Ram’s
avatar, then Rahul should
tell his ‘sena’ what he
consumes that he doesn’t
feel cold.”
Rawat stages dharna,
demands CBI probe
into Ankita murder
Dehradun (ANI): Sen-
ior Congress leader and
former Uttarakhand
CM Harish Rawat sat on
a 24-hour dharna with
several congress sup-
porters and leaders at
Gandhi Park in Dehra-
dun, demanding a CBI
inquiry into the Ankita
Bhandari murder case
and disclosure of the
namesof VIPsinvolved.
Rawat said, “The pub-
lic wants to know on
whose orders a bulldoz-
erwasfiredattheresort,
why the resort was not
sealed, how the fire
broke out twice despite
the presence of the po-
lice in the resort.
The body of 19-year-
old Ankita Bhandari,
who worked as a recep-
tionist at a resort run
by Pulkit Arya, the son
of expelled BJP leader
Vinod Arya, was recov-
ered from Chilla canal
in Rishikesh on Sep-
tember 24.
Jammu (ANI): Con-
gress general secretary
Incharge Organisation
KCVenugopalandAICC
Incharge Jammu and
Kashmir Rajani Patil on
Monday met Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
to discuss about the up-
coming Bharat Jodo
Yatra led by Rahul Gan-
dhi. KB Byju security
advisor to Rahul Gan-
dhi accompanied them.
After meeting with
the Lt Governor, they
left for Srinagar.
The meeting was in
connection with the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
the third week of Janu-
ary
. The meeting lasted
for over half an hour.
Earlier AICC leaders
were received at the air-
port by JKPCC Presi-
dentVikarRasoolWani,
Joint Secretary AICC
Manoj Yadav, Working
President Raman Bhal-
la, Former minister Yo-
gesh Sawhney, Arti
Gupta and others.
KC Venugopal
meets JK LG
in connection
with RaGa’s BJY
New Delhi (PTI): Kerala
CM Pinarayi Vijayan on
Tuesday met with PM
Narendra Modi at the lat-
ter's office where the
southernstate'sCOVID-19
related preparedness and
development project's
pending approval of the
Centre were discussed.
The state government
said, in a release, that the
loomingthreatof another
wave of COVID-19 and
Kerala's preparedness to
deal with it were dis-
cussed in the meeting.
Besidesthat,Vijayanand
Modi also talked about
strengthening Centre-
state relations and steps
to be taken for speedy
completion of projects.
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
meets PM Modi in Delhi
Srinagar (PTI): PDP
president Mehbooba
Mufti on Tuesday said
she was “not shocked”
at BJP MP Pragya
Thakur’s remark made
at an event in Karnata-
ka exhorting Hindus to
keep at least kitchen
knives “sharp” to re-
spond to any attack.
Speaking at the Hin-
du Jagarana Vedike’s
South Region annual
convention at Shi-
vamogga in Karnataka
on Sunday, the BJP MP
from Bhopal told her au-
dience to give a befitting
reply to anyone who “in-
filtrates our house”.
“Keep weapons in
your homes, if nothing
else, at least knives used
to cut vegetables,
sharp...Don’t know
what situation will
arise when....Everyone
has the right to self pro-
tection. If someone in-
filtrates our house and
attacks us, giving a be-
fitting reply is our
right,” she had said.
Not shocked,
says Mehbooba
on Pragya’s
‘knives’ remarks
President Murmu,Telangana Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan
and Union Minister G Kishan Reddy at the event. —PHOTO BY ANI
Senior Congress leader Harish Rawat with party workers at a
dharna over Ankita Bhandari murder, in Dehradun, on Tuesday.
MoS Jitendra Singh at Venkateshwara University, Gajraula.
Mehbooba Mufti
Mallikarjun Kharge
Thiruvananthapuram (ANI): Kerala BJP Chief K
Surendran on Tuesday demanded a probe into the
allegations of corruption against Left Democratic Front
(LDF) convenor EP Jayarajan, levelled by P Jayarajan, a
senior leader of CPI(M) from Kannur last week during a
party meeting. In a major embarrassment for the CPM
in Kerala, senior party leader P Jayarajan has report-
edly levelled corruption charges against LDF convener
EP Jayarajan. During the meeting, P Jayarajan made
allegations against EP Jayarajan related to a financial
irregularity in an ayurvedic resort.
PROBE CORRUPTION ALLEGATIONS
AGAINST LDF CONVENOR: KERALA BJP
Futuristicavenues
createdbyGoI:MoS
First India Bureau
Amroha: MoS Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said on
Tuesday that the Nar-
endra Modi govern-
ment has, in the last
over 8 years, created
futuristic avenues for
India’s youth.
Addressing “A Dia-
loguewithNewYoung
Voters” at the Ven-
kateshwara Universi-
ty here,DrSinghsaid,
the forward-looking
reforms unleashed by
ModiGovthasgivena
newhopetotheyouth.
He said, India’s repu-
tation has grown in
theGlobalClubof Na-
tions and the whole
world is now keen to
understand and con-
nect with India.
Quoting PM Modi
when he said at a
Youth Convocation
that“Thewholeworld
is looking at India’s
youth with hope. Be-
cause you are the
growth engine of the
country and India is
theworld’sgrowthen-
gine”, Dr Singh said,
theNewIndiaisopen,
futuristic and known
for its progressive
views and the devel-
opment of our coun-
tryisontheshoulders
of the youth.
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New Delhi (Agencies):
The northern parts of
the country will wit-
ness fresh cold wave
conditions from Decem-
ber 31 onwards, the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said on
Tuesday
.
RK Jenamani, senior
scientist at the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment, said cold days
and severe cold days are
mainly over south Har-
yana and western Uttar
Pradesh.
“The cold to severe
cold wave is expected to
continue over Punjab,
Haryana, north Ra-
jasthan and Delhi.
Dense to very dense fog
will continue to prevail
in the belt. From De-
cember 28, there will be
improvement due to
western disturbance
and on December 29,
fresh snowfall is expect-
ed in Jammu  Kash-
mir, Leh and some parts
of Himachal Pradesh,”
said Jenamani.
Cold wave conditions likely to continue in Jan: MeT
CHILL SETS IN
lll
The weather
office said that a
layer of dense
fog and
moderate icy
cold winds from
the North were
responsible for
this steep fall in
the temperature
A street is covered in snow after hailstorm in Sivasagar district.
EC starts process for
delimitation of LS 
VS seats in Assam
New Delhi (ANI):
The Election Com-
mission of India on
Tuesday said it has
initiated the process
for delimitation of
Assembly (Vidhan
Sabha) and Parlia-
mentary (Lok Sabha)
Constituencies in As-
sam.
The process of de-
limitation was in
pursuance of the re-
quest received from
the Union Ministry
of Law and Justice.
Delimitation falls un-
der Section 8A of the
Re Representation of
the People Act, 1950.
“The Commission
led by Chief Election
Commissioner Shri
Rajiv Kumar and
Election Commis-
sioners Shri Anup
Chandra Pandey and
Shri Arun Goel has
directed the Chief
Electoral Officer of
Assam to take up the
matter with State
Government to issue
complete ban on cre-
ation of new admin-
istrative units w.e.f.
1st January 2023 till
the completion of de-
limitation exercise
in the State,” an offi-
cial statement said.
Census figures of
2001 will be used for
the purpose of read-
justment of Constit-
uencies in the state.
Kin,friendsbidfinalgoodbyetoTunisha
Mumbai (ANI): The
last rites of Actor Tuni-
sha Sharma, who died
allegedly by suicide on
the sets of a TV serial,
were performed on
Tuesday at Mira Road
cremation ground in
Mumbai.
Tunisha’s mother
Vanita Sharma broke
down when her last
rites were being per-
formed, and she was
seen inconsolable.
Actors- Kanwar
Dhillon, Reem Shaikh,
Ashnoor Kaur, Avneet
Kaur, Siddharth Nigam,
Abhishek Nigam,
Shivin Narang, Vishal
Jethwa and others at-
tended the cremation of
the late actor.
TV actor Tunisha
Sharma was found dead
on the sets of her ongo-
ing TV show Alibaba -
Dastaan-e-Kabul on Sat-
urday. A day later, her
ex-boyfriend and co-star
from the show, Sheezan
Khan was arrested on
charges of abetment to
suicide. If reports are to
be believed, Khan and
Tunisha broke up 15
days ago.
Mortal remains of Tunisha Sharma before her cremation. Tunisha’s mother Vanita Sharma mourns actor’s death.
SHEEZAN’S MOTHER, SISTER
ATTEND TUNISHA’S FUNERAL
SHEEZAN KHAN BREAKS DOWN
DURING INTERROGATION
Mumbai: Tunisha Sharma’s co-star
Sheezan Khan’s mother and sister
also came to the cremation ground
to pay their last respects. Sheezan,
who worked with Tunisha in ‘Ali Baba
Dastaan-E-Kabul’, was arrested on Sun-
day on charges of abetment of suicide.
Mumbai: Actor Sheezan Khan,
arrested for allegedly abetting the
suicide of Tunisha, on Tuesday broke
down during his interrogation and has
denied allegations that he had been
dating several girls while he was in a
relationship with the deceased actor.
4 KILLED, 1 INJURED
IN FIRE ACCIDENT AT
AP PHARMA UNIT
Visakhapatnam: Four
workers died and another
suffered severe burn
injuries following a fire that
broke out at a pharmaceu-
tical firm located inside
Jawaharlal Nehru Pharma
City in Anakapalle district
of Andhra Pradesh, police
said on Tuesday. Anakapal-
le Superintendent of Police
Gowthami Sali confirmed
the fire accident that hap-
pened at Unit-III of Laurus
Labs Limited on Monday
night.
ASSAM POLICE
RESCUE CATTLE FROM
TRUCK IN BISWANATH
Guwahati: At least 28
cattle heads were rescued
by Assam police from a
12-wheeler truck at Jorabat
junction under Basistha
PS in East Guwahati Police
District. The accused were
trying to smuggle the cattle
heads into Byrnihat, which
were brought from Bezera,
Kamrup. One Md Rajmul
Ali, a local of the Sipajhar
region, was arrested in
connection to this.
BIHAR: MISCREANTS
HYPNOTIZE WOMAN,
ROB JEWELLERY
Patna: Two unidentified
men hypnotized a woman
and made off with her
jewellery in Kankarbagh,
police said on Tuesday.
The incident took place
when Ranju Prasad wife
of a retired professor was
going to a doctor’s clinic
for a medical check-up.
As she reached the Shivaji
Park three-wheeler stand,
a man approached and
offered her a camphor,
which appeared to be a
part of prasad.
Leopard on run injures
13 in Assam’s Jorhat
Jorhat (PTI): Atleast13
people, including chil-
dren and forest officials,
were injured in an at-
tack by a leopard prowl-
ing in Jorhat district of
Assam on Monday
.
The leopard was spot-
ted around the campus
of the Rain Forest Re-
search Institute (RFRI)
in Chenijan area of the
district since early
morning. The residents
informed the foresters
about the leopard.
As many as 10 resi-
dents of the campus,
including women and
children, and three for-
est personnel were at-
tacked in the last 24
hour by the big cat,
which later fled the spot.
In a horrifying video,
widely circulated on so-
cial media, the leopard
can be seen jumping
over a barbed wire fence
and pouncing on a car
before running away
from the area.
A forest official told
PTI that they tried to
tranquilise the leopard
several times, but in
vain. He said that ef-
forts are underway to
track and capture it.
The leopard attacking a car in
Jorhat district of Assam.
UP: 118 IAS officers to get Spl Secy ranks
Ahtesham Siddiqui
Lucknow: The Yogi
Government of Uttar
Pradesh is going to give
the gift of promotion to
118 IAS officers in the
new year in which 9 IAS
officers will be promot-
ed from Special Secre-
tary rank to Secretary
rank from January 1.
There is a huge short-
age of secretary rank
officers in the bureau-
cracy of UP due to
which one officer has
dual responsibility.
Also some officers have
been given the responsi-
bility of secretary be-
fore time.
In the IAS service,
there is a system of giv-
ing super time pay scale
on continuous service
of 16 years. IAS Sheetal
Verma — Director of
Census Operation/ Di-
rector of Citizen Regis-
tration News Delhi - is
the first name among
those who will become
Secretary from Special
Secretary in UP.
Another important
name in this connec-
tion is that of IAS Alok
Tiwari, Private Secre-
tary to Defense Minis-
ter of the country, Ra-
jnath Singh, who will
become secretary after
getting promotion on
January 1. Alok Tiwari,
who was DM of Kan-
nauj, Mathura and Kan-
pur, is considered a
very honest and hard-
working officer and is
currently posted in
New Delhi.
IAS Alok Tiwari IAS Suhas LY
BSF soldier killed for objecting
againstdaughter’sobscenevideo
Ahmedabad (ANI): As
many as seven persons
have been arrested for
allegedly lynching a
BSF personnel in Guja-
rat for protesting
against an obscene vid-
eo of his daughter. The
soldier, Melaji Vaghela
(45), was allegedly at-
tacked with sharp weap-
ons and sticks by the
family members of the
boy whom he ap-
proached for uploading
the video of his minor
daughter online. DSP of
Nadiad VR Bajpai said
that Vaghela, his son
and relatives went to the
house of one of the ac-
cused Shailash Yadav to
speak with him and his
family over the video.
BSF REACHES OUT
TO FAMILY OF
‘LYNCHED’ TROOPER
Ahmedabad: The BSF has
reached out to the family
of its trooper Melajibhai
Vaghela who was mur-
dered in Kheda district
last week when he went
to reprimand a youth who
allegedly uploaded videos
of his minor daughter
online. The BSF said it is
providing all help to them,
including immediate
financial assistance.
COLD WAVE INTENSIFIES IN KASHMIR
Srinagar: Coldwave condi-
tions gripped Kashmir
as the mercury fell by a
couple of degrees across
the Valley to push the
minimum temperature fur-
ther below freezing point,
officials said on Tuesday.
The minimum tempera-
ture on Monday night fell
by one to two degrees
compared to the previous
night. The intense cold
led to water supply lines
freezing in several areas.
The interiors of Dal Lake
and several other water
bodies in the Valley also
froze, the officials said.
The minimum tempera-
ture in Srinagar settled at
minus 4.8 degrees Celsius
— down from minus 3.5
degrees on Sunday.
K’taka CM Bommai calls
on Amit Shah in Delhi
New Delhi (ANI):
Ahead of the Karnataka
assembly elections
scheduled next year, CM
BasavarajBommaimeet
Union Minister Amit
Shah in Delhi.
The meeting took
placeatShah’sresidence
in which BJP chief JP
Nadda was also present.
The meeting went on for
over four hours, accord-
ing to the sources. “The
meeting was to discuss
the upcoming assembly
elections in Karnataka,
Cabinet expansion and
2024 Lok sabha elections
also,” the sources said.
They further said that
former ministers KS Es-
hwarappa and Ramesh
Jarkiholi are also likely
to be reinducted into the
cabinet.
“With pressure
mounting from former
ministersKSEshwarap-
pa and Ramesh Jarki-
holi, who have demand-
ed that they be reinduct-
ed into the cabinet, the
issue is likely to come
up for discussion when
Bommai meets senior
BJP leaders in Delhi,”
sources said.
K’taka govt’s advisory on new virus
Bengaluru (PTI): The
BF.7 variant of COV-
ID-19 is highly trans-
missible but it does not
have much virulence
(severity of a disease),
Karnataka Health Min-
ister K Sudhakar said
on Tuesday
.
He urged elderly
, chil-
dren and pregnant
women to follow COVID
precautions and remain
vigilant. He further
said that the virulence
is slightly high among
the elderly population
and those with co-mor-
bidities, citing reports
from other countries.
“BF.7 is a sub-variant
of Omicron, but the
only difference between
other variants and this
is that the rate of its
spread is high, but does
not have much viru-
lence,” he told media.
“That’s the reason in
the guidelines, we have
given importance to
them (old and co-mor-
bid) and have advised
them to avoid places or
activities where a large
crowd gathers and wear
masks if unavoidable.
Similar is the case with
pregnant women and
children,” he added.
So far, four cases of
the BF.7 variant have
been reported in India
– two from Gujarat and
two from Odisha.
In view of spurt in
COVID-19 cases globally
,
Karnataka govt ramped
up its preventive meas-
ures, making use of
masks at cinema thea-
tres and educational in-
stitutions mandatory
.
State’s Health Minister advises that children, elderly people, pregnant women must remain cautious
ANDHRA CM HOLDS MEETING TO CHECK
PREPAREDNESS OF VILLAGE CLINICS
Amaravati (ANI): CM YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Monday held a review
meeting on the prevail-
ing Covid situation and
decided to write a letter
to the Centre seeking
to reduce the gap for
administering a ‘precau-
tionary dose’ from the
existing nine months to
six months, CMO said
in a statement. The CM
directed the Medical and
Health Department to fill
the existing vacancies of
doctors and para-medical
posts by January 26
besides providing ac-
commodation and other
necessary facilities to
staff members working in
the Department in agency
areas. CM held a review
meeting on the Covid
new variant BF 7 chal-
lenge, on the construc-
tion of village clinics.
4 FLYERS FOUND
COVID+ IN B’LURU
FREE TREATMENT FOR BF.7 VARIANT INFECTED PATIENTS IN K’TALA
Bengaluru: 4 passengers
who came to Bangalore
Airport have tested posi-
tive. Four of 200 individuals
who underwent testing,
found Corona positive.
Their sample has been sent
for genome sequencing.
The Central govt works
with state govt. Amidst the
surging cases of Covid-19
cases in China, wearing
masks will not be made
mandatory in India.
Bengaluru: The state
govt has announced free
treatment for people
with confirmed cases of
the new SARS-CoV-2
variant - BF.7. “All the
suspected Covid cases will
be admitted and isolated
at Bowring Hospital in
Bengaluru and Wenlock
Hospital in Mangaluru for
both observation as well
as treatment purposes. All
the confirmed cases with
new variants will be pro-
vided with free treatment
at these two hospitals,”
revenue minister R Ashoka
said. This apart, a high-
level committee has been
constituted in every district
to visit every hospital and
supervise preparedness.
A health worker puts up a poster for Covid-19 test at CV Raman
Govt hospital in Bengaluru, on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
BF.7 COVID VARIANT
NEWS DIGEST
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RAJPUTS DEMAND BJP TICKETS
Yogesh Sharma
Jaipur: The Rajput
community, which has
been influencing the
politics of Rajasthan
since independence, is
worried due to dimin-
ishing political repre-
sentation in the state.
The community once
won around 50 seats in
the assembly but now
the representation is de-
creasing.
In view of this, the de-
mand for re-fixing ticket
criteria has arisen.
According to sources,
Rajput organizations
want to go beyond the
seats where tickets are
traditionally given.
They want that the tick-
ets should be given
where the population of
theRajputcommunityis
more than 20-25 thou-
sand.
Kshatriya Yuvak
Sangh, a reputed organi-
sationof thecommunity
which has emerged as a
power center of Rajput
politics, has raised con-
cern over reducing the
representation of the
community in legisla-
tive assembly over the
years.
During recent meet-
ings with senior BJP
leaders in Delhi, the pa-
tron of the Kshtriya Yu-
vak Sangh Bhagwan
Singh Rolsahasar has
put forward a demand
of giving tickets to at
least 35 Rajput candi-
dates in the next assem-
bly session.
When Ram Rajya Par-
ishad was formed in
1956, around 50 Rajputs
had won the assembly
elections. The number
of Rajput MLAs was 17
in 1999.
When Pratap Founda-
tion was formed in 2000,
the seats increased to 27
in 2003 while the num-
ber dropped to 17 in
2018.
The results of 2018
only forced Rajput or-
ganizations to think
about increasing their
strength.
Rajputs have been tra-
ditionally inclined to
BJP and have expecta-
tions from the party.
The population of Ra-
jputs including Ravanas
is 14 percent in the state
having direct influence
on 60 assembly seats and
20-22 Lok Sabha seats.
Although Kshatriya
Yuvak Sangh is a social
organization, it will not
be an exaggeration if it
is called the power cent-
er of Rajput politics.
Sometime back, the
organisation had shown
its strength by organiz-
ing a mass meeting in
Jaipur in which the
community people in a
large number from
across the state partici-
pated.
The community wants that the tickets should be given where their population is more than 20-25 thousand
Hindureligious
booktorn,burntin
Barmer,caselodged
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: A group of
people allegedly torn
and burnt the Hindu re-
ligious book at
Bakhasar village in
Barmer. Police have
lodged a case against
some accused and initi-
ated the probe.
Meanwhile, the inci-
dent has triggered
strongproteststhrough-
out the district as peo-
ple of various organiza-
tions have not only pro-
tested against the inci-
dent but also warned to
intensify the protest if
action against the cul-
prits is not taken.
However, the incident
is claimed to take place
on December 25 but the
video of the incident
went viral on social me-
dia on December 27. In
the viral video, some
people including wom-
en were seen tearing
and burning a Hindu
religious book.
Police said that on
December 25, some
members of Samta
Sainik Dal identified as
Amit Dhanade and oth-
ers organized a pro-
gramme in bordering
Bhakhsar village. Po-
lice further said that
after the programme,
these people have viral
a video on social media
related to burning of a
Hindu religious book.
Police said that on
the basis of a com-
plaint, a case under sec-
tions 153 (A), 295, 295
(A), and 298 of IPC has
been lodged and an in-
vestigation has been
initiated. Police further
said that three people
have also been arrested
under section 151.
People of Bakhasar town
protesting against the incident.
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat addressing a mega event of Kshatriya Yuvak Sangh in December last year in Jaipur. —FILE PHOTO
RAJPUT PRINCELY STATES WERE
INCLINED TOWARDS OPPOSITION PARTY
RAJPUTS JOINED BJP UNDER THE
LEADERSHIP OF STRONG LEADERS
Sources said that the community wants ticket on more
seats like Dantaramgarh, Virat Nagar, Taranagar, Phalodi,
Osian, Bansur, Jaitaran, Mawli, Begun, Mandal, Mandalgarh,
Sumerpur, Rajkheda, Ajmer East, Shrimadhopur, Ladnun,
Makrana, Kotputli, Malpura, Nawalgarh  Khetri. When Con-
gress stood up against the Zamindari system in Raj, Rajput
princely states were inclined towards opposition parties.
When the Swatantra Party ceased to exist, Rajput poli-
tics shifted to the Janata Party. Later, Rajputs joined
BJP under the leadership of strong leaders like Sohan
Singh, Bishan Singh Shekhawat, Madan Singh Danta, Tan
Singh.Bhairon Singh Shekhawat was one of the founders
of the BJP in the state. He later became the chief minister
and vice president.
Raje team decides to dig 11
tubewells for Bhungra victims
First India Bureau
Jodhpur: Former CM
Vasundhara Raje and
his team has decided to
dig 11 tube wells for the
victims of Bhungra
cylinder blast from
Wednesday. Notably,
Vasundhara Raje had
constituted a commit-
tee to look into the
needs of the people of
Bhungra village, lo-
cated in Jodhpur. A
meeting of the com-
mittee was held on
Tuesday and it was de-
cided to dig out tube
wells for the victims
and for family mem-
bers of deceased for
the cylinder blast. BJP
leader Pratap Singh
Singhvi, Former MLA
Babu Singh Rathore,
KK Vishnoi, Bhopal
Singh Bhadhla,
Meghraj Lohiya, and
other leaders visited
Bhungra on Tuesday
in this regard.
M. Imran Tak
Ajmer: Congress lead-
er and MLA Raghu
Sharma on Tuesday
took part in the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the
four-day All-India
Hockey Tournament in
Kekri assembly con-
stituency of Ajmer dis-
trict. Addressing the
gathering, Raghu Shar-
ma said that it is a mat-
ter of pride to organize
the All-India Hockey
Championship in
Kekri. “This will in-
spire the new genera-
tion to join sports.
Measures need to be
taken to connect the
new generation with
sports. Sports have
great importance in
ourlife.Westayhealthy
by playing, but today’s
generation is moving
away from sports. To
promote sports in the
state, sports grounds
are being constructed
at every gram pan-
chayat headquarter at
Rs 40 Lakh. A sports
stadium and sports
complex is being con-
structed for Rs 10.80
crore at Patel Maidan
in Kekri,” he said.
Dr. Raghu Sharma kicks off
hockey tournament at Kekri
Dr. Raghu Sharma at the inaugural ceremony of the four-day
All-India Hockey Tournament in Kekri on Tuesday.
Rajasthan to
get relief from
power crisis
BJP accuses Vadra of
land grab in Rajasthan
New Delhi (ANI):
BJP on Tuesday called
the Gandhi family a
“Kattar Papi Parivar”
of India while accus-
ing their son-in-law
Robert Vadra of land
grabbing in Rajasthan.
Addressing a press
conference, BJP leader
GauravBhatiaclaimed
that the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan
between 2008-13,
grabbed 125 bighas of
land from farmers.
Accusing the Gandhi
family of being em-
broiled in corruption
and helping Robert
Vadra in grabbing
land from farmers in
Rajasthan, “There is a
‘Kattar Papi Parivar’
in India.
Their work is to
grab the land of farm-
ers and hand it over to
their son-in-law Robert
Vadra. During the Con-
gress govt in Raj from
2008-13, 125 bighas of
land were bought from
farmers and allotted to
Hariram and Nathar-
am,” said Bhatia.
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: The state is ex-
pected to get relief
from the power crisis
in the coming days. By
the first week of 2023,
there will be an in-
crease of about 1100
MW in power genera-
tion in Rajasthan. CMD
of Rajasthan Vidhyut
Vitran Nigam Limited
RK Sharma informed
that660MWand250MW
power units of Surat-
garh Thermal will start
production by Dec 31.
Gangster
wanted in
Sethi’s murder
held in Delhi
New Delhi (ANI): Del-
hi Police’s Special cell
has arrested four per-
sons and ap-
prehended
a Juvenile
wanted in
the killing
of a murder
a c c u s e d
outside the court in Ra-
jasthan’s Nagaur earli-
er this year.
The lead shooter, who
had fired the first shot
at Sandeep Bishnoi,
was a desperate crimi-
nal named Akshay alias
Sachin, who was on the
run since 2018 and had
committed four mur-
ders. He was arrested
from Dehradun, Uttra-
khand, on December 20,
Special cell said.
“In an operation run-
ning over 11 days, the
head, lead shooter and
accomplices have been
arrested and the Deepti
gang’s arrival towards
Delhi has been preempt-
ed,” Delhi Police said.
Deepak Kumar alias
Deepti kingpin of the
‘Deepti gang’ was want-
ed in the murder of
Sandeep Sethi, who was
killed outside the court
complex in Nagaur, Po-
lice said on Monday
.
Vasundhara Raje visited Bhungra village on December 20.
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Aditi Nagar
Jaipur: The Rajasthan
government is likely to
give a monthly pension
of Rs 2 to 10,000 to the
elderly people on the
lines of Andhra
Pradesh. Along with
this, an e-learning
Coaching Centre for
the students may also
be opened.
The announcements
may be made in the
State budget. All this
exercise is being done
on the basis of 5 sug-
gestions given by Ra-
hul Gandhi.
Only one month is
left for the presentation
of the budget in Ra-
jasthan and the entire
administrative ma-
chinery is working on
preparing the budget.
Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot has tak-
en 11 meetings regard-
ing the budget.
During Rahul Gan-
dhi’s Bharat Jodo visit,
senior party leader
Jairam Ramesh had
talked to social work-
ers, economists and fi-
nance experts like Aru-
na Rai, Dr Pavitra Mo-
han, Rakshita Swami,
Nikhil Dey etc. in
Dausa about 10 days
back.
Mahesh Joshi is re-
ceiving these sugges-
tions on behalf of the
Rajasthan government
while on behalf of Ra-
hul Gandhi, his assis-
tant KK Raju is work-
ing on it and Jairam
Ramesh is monitoring
the suggestions.
Jairam Ramesh can
come to Jaipur after a
few days during which,
a discussion on formu-
las regarding the gov-
ernment, politics and
administration will be
discussed in detail.
After discussing
with Ramesh, CM Ge-
hlot will work to imple-
ment Rahul Gandhi’s
suggestions on the
ground.
STATE GOVT WORKING TO EXECUTE
RAHUL’S FIVE SUCCESS POINTS
1People should be given
the Right to Health. For
this, a law will be made
at the State- Govern-
ment level.
2In the last budget, CM
Gehlot had announced
to allocate a separate
amount for the SC-ST
community according to
the population. Work is
going on to frame rules
in the next 15-20 days.
3Parents have to spend
much more on tuition
and coaching than the
school fee. The govern-
ment will now open an
e-learning Centre at all
12,000 gram panchayat
headquarters, where
online coaching will be
arranged. Initially, the
coaching will be for
three subjects- English,
Science and Mathemat-
ics for the students of
classes 6th, 8th, 10th
and 12th. The govern-
ment will start the Cen-
tres through a reputed
education app and later
will get online educa-
tional material prepared
by school teachers.
4Rahul Gandhi  Jairam
Ramesh liked the pen-
sion model of Andhra
Pradesh when they came
to know about it during
the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
South India. CM Gehlot’s
government is currently
giving social pension to
about 93.59 lakh people.
Now this number can
be increased to about 2
crores.
5A law to make govern-
ment officials account-
able. The promise of
enacting this law has
been a priority of both
Congress  Rajasthan
govt but it hasn’t yet
been made. Recently,
State Govt had sought
suggestions from the
public on the law. Now
work on suggestions
received from the public
is under progress.
THE SUCCESS MANTRAS
Rahul Gandhi and CM Ashok Gehlot in conversation during
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in Bundi.  —FILE PHOTO
Dr Satish Poonia addresses the gathering during the Jan Aakrosh
Yatra in Rajgarh town in Alwar dist on Monday.  —FILE PHOTO
President Droupadi Murmu Usha Sharma
MaheshJoshiis
receivingsuggestions
onbehalfoftheRajgovt
The announcements
likely to be made by CM
Gehlot in State Budget
On Rahul’s behalf, his assistant KK
Raju is working on it. Jairam Ramesh
is monitoring the suggestions
Raj PCC to organise Congress
Convention in Jaipur today
Poonia completes 3- year
tenure as BJP State Prez
State Govt amends building bylaws Casteist remarks case: Clean
chit to Rafeek Khan, 22 others
CS instructsofficers
aheadofPrezMurmu’s
visittoJaipuronJan3
IAS Rajiv Mehrishi
is Independent
Director of Tata
Power for 5 years
CM Gehlot approves
additional grant of `65
crore for the scheme
FROM P1…
Yogesh Sharma
Jaipur: The Congress
has geared up for the
Assembly elections to
be held in 2023. Strate-
gies are being chalked
out for this. On the
Foundation Day of Con-
gress today, a conven-
tion will be organised
by the Rajasthan PCC
from 11 am to 3 pm at
the Birla Auditorium in
Jaipur.
This session is being
organised after the re-
cent‘BharatJodoYatra’
of Rahul Gandhi. In
this, the ‘Hath Se Hath
Jodo’ campaign of the
Congress to be held
from January 26 will
also be discussed.
Rajasthan in-
charge Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa,
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, PCC Chief GS
Dotasra will also par-
ticipate in the session.
The points of the res-
olutions to be passed by
the State Congress
Committee will be in-
cluded in the upcoming
budget of the Gehlot
government. The Ge-
hlot government will
present its fifth and fi-
nal budget in January.
This budget will be an
election budget and in
this, breathtaking an-
nouncements will be
made for every section
of the government so
that the party can get
its benefit in the Assem-
bly elections to be held
in November next year.
PCC Spokesperson
Swarnim Chaturvedi
said that in this conven-
tion to be held under
the chairmanship of GS
Dotasra, members of
the State Government’s
cabinet, MLAs of the
party, MLA candidates,
MPs, MP candidates, of-
fice bearers of the State
Congress Committee,
District Congress com-
mittees President, out-
going District Presi-
dent, State Congress
Committee members,
Chairman of Corpora-
tion, Board, Commis-
sion will participate.
Apart from this,
prominent Congress-
men including District
Head, President of Mu-
nicipal Body
, State Pres-
ident of advance organ-
isations, present and
outgoing State Presi-
dents of various De-
partments  Cells, and
the Co-ordinators will
participate in session.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: BJP State Pres-
ident Satish Poonia
completed a three-year
term on Tuesday
.
The next two years
are crucial in view of
the assembly elections
in 2023 and Lok Sabha
elections in 2024, and
confusion on whether
the party will retain
him on this post or not
persists. Now that the
three-year term has
been completed, the
party is assessing his
work, based on which a
decision will be taken.
Poonia was appoint-
ed by BJP central lead-
ership on September 14
after demise of the then
BJP State Prez Madan
Lal Saini in June 2019.
After this, on Dec 27,
2019, he was elected to
the post of Party State
President.
Jan Aakrosh Yatra is con-
sidered to be the biggest
demonstration under Poo-
nia’s 3-yr tenure. Lakhs of
plaints have been received 
Rath Yatras covered all 200
assembly seats. However,
distance of senior leaders
from yatras is still being dis-
cussed. The day when Party
President JP Nadda flagged
off ‘JAY’ in Jaipur, many
chairs were empty at Ramlila
Maidan  this has also sent
several messages.
Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa will first have to
give a message of soli-
darity and unity and there
can’t be a better occasion
than Congress Founda-
tion Day. A message will
be given to all the leaders
and workers of state Con-
gress on behalf of Rand-
hawa  it will be the first
major programme for
Congress’s new state in-
charge Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa in his State.
Publicity  dissemination
of information about the
public interest schemes
of Gehlot government
to general public. There
are many schemes which
have been praised by
Rahul Gandhi. It is also
being said that next
budget will have more
people- centric approach
and Randhawa will try to
convert success of the
flagship scheme of Gehlot
govt into ‘vote bank.’
The factionalism in the
party could not be ended
even during the tenure of
three years. The party was
divided into several factions
including that of Vasund-
hara Raje, Satish Poonia
and Gajendra S Shekhawat.
This is the reason why the
party hasn’t been able to
declare the CM face yet.
Moreover, the party hasn’t
been able to perform well
in the by-polls held during
Poonia’s tenure.
SHOWING STRENGTH
THROUGH JAN
AAKROSH YATRA
RANDHAWA’s MESSAGE FOR PARTYMEN
FACTIONALISM NOT
OVER, SUSPENSE ON
CM’s FACE
Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur:President Drou-
padi Murmu will inau-
gurate the Constitution
Park in Raj Bhavan in
Jaipur on January 3.
After the programme
and lunch, she will
leave for Udaipur by
helicopter. From there,
she will reach Mount
Abu in the evening. The
President will attend a
programme of Brahma-
kumari Ishwariya Vish-
wavidyalaya there.
Murmu will reach
Rohat in Pali on Janu-
ary 4 and will inaugu-
rate National Jambo-
ree. The President will
return to New Delhi
from Jodhpur at around
4 pm. CS Usha Sharma
has instructed officials
to follow protocol and
ensure all preparations
for President’s visit in
time. She also asked of-
ficers to follow Covid
protocols including RT-
PCR test, mask  sani-
tizer. Concerned Dis-
trict Collectors have
been directed to be in
contact with Presi-
dent’s Secretariat.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Former Fi-
nance Secretary of In-
dia and now a retired
IAS, Rajiv Mehrishi,
has been appointed as
the Independent Direc-
tor of Tata
P o w e r .
M e h r i s h i
has been ap-
pointed for
5 years.
Tata Pow-
er is nation’s oldest and
largest power firm with
a power generation ca-
pacity of around 13000
MW. Notably, Mehrishi
is a 1978 batch IAS of
Rajasthan cadre and
has served as Home Sec-
retary and CAG in the
Central Government.
The Modi government
has recently made him
the Trustee of the PM
Cares Fund.
Growth Rate
11.04%…
In terms of growth rate,
the top 5 states are
Andhra Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Bihar, Telan-
gana and Delhi. Odisha
is at sixth place and the
BJP-ruled state of Mad-
hya Pradesh ranks sev-
enth.
Politically, CM Ge-
hlot is seen as a chal-
lenger to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi at
the national level. Eve-
ry year the state gov-
ernment officially men-
tions this growth rate in
its budget. This time
also it will be men-
tioned.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The state gov-
ernment is fulfilling
the dream of the youth
to pursue higher edu-
cation abroad. In this
sequence, the Chief
Minister has approved
an additional budget
provision of Rs 65
crore for the financial
year 2022-23 under the
Rajiv Gandhi Scholar-
ship for Academic Ex-
cellence scheme.
For free study in
prestigious institu-
tions abroad, the CM-
had started the ‘Rajiv
Gandhi Scholarship
for Academic Excel-
lence’ scheme on the
birth anniversary of
Former PM Late Rajiv
Gandhi. In this, there
is a provision to pro-
vide free education to
200 students abroad
every year. In the
scheme, opportunities
are being given to
study in top 150 univer-
sitiesof the world in-
cluding Oxford Univer-
sity, Stanford Univer-
sity, Harvard Univer-
sity, California Insti-
tute of Technology,
Cambridge University,
Princeton University,
University of Toronto.
Randhawa reached
Jaipur from CHD on
Tuesday  was
received by GS
Dotasra, Pushpendra
Bhardwaj at airport
RAJIV GANDHI SCHOLARSHIP
FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Abhishek Shrivastava
Jaipur: The structure
of the garden, rockery,
well, open water pool
and swimming pool and
their compositions will
not be included in the
calculation of coverage
area provided their
height does not exceed
21 meters from the road
surface.
For this, the state
government amended
the building bylaws.
According to the or-
der issued in this re-
gard, fire protection,
tree platform, tank,
fountain, bench, plat-
form open from above,
compound wall gate,
porch without a floor,
open ramp, mobile tow-
er, services of the pro-
posed building in the
open such as trans-
formers, electric pan-
els, city gas distribu-
tion stations, metering
and regulating stations
will not be included in
the calculation of cov-
erage area.
The government is
also focusing on the
supply of LPG through
pipelines. For this, the
UDH Department has
amended the township
policy after several
meetings chaired by
UDH Minister Shanti
Dhariwal.
According to the or-
der, the land of the fa-
cility area of the
scheme will be allotted
to the city gas distri-
bution agency on pri-
ority. Permission will
be given to lay under-
ground pipelines along
the road so that LPG
can be supplied to the
houses.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: In a case re-
lated to insulting with
casteist words and
abuses, Mahant Siyar-
am Das of Kanak Bi-
hari Temple, Adarsh
Nagar MLA Rafeek
Khan, Deputy Mayor of
JMC Heritage Aslam
Farooqui, Councilor
Sohail Mansoori,
Shafiq Qureshi, Ram
Manohar Agarwal and
17 others got clean chit
from police.
The police present-
ed FR in the court ac-
cepting some mis-
takes. Rakesh Kumar
Meena of Govardhan-
puri had presented a
complaint in a court
on October 13 about
encroachment on the
government land allot-
ted for girls school and
incident happened on
September 30, while
opposing the construc-
tion.
The SC-ST court had
ordered Galta Gate po-
lice to register an First
Information Report
and investigate the en-
tire matter.
The Court had fur-
ther said that the above
act cannot be consid-
ered as discharge of
political duty
. Advocate
Siddharth Jain Mutha
gave information about
presenting the FR.
The government is also focusing on the supply of
LPG through pipelines. For this, the UDH Dept has
amended the township policy after several meetings
chaired by UDH Minister Shanti Dhariwal. According
to the order, land of facility area of scheme will be
allotted to the city gas distribution agency on priority.
GOVT FOCUSING ON LPG SUPPLY VIA PIPELINE
Rafeek Khan
CM Ashok Gehlot
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K Rowling
once said “We
do not need
magic to
change the
world; we car-
ry all the pow-
er we need inside our-
selves already
. We have
the power to imagine
better.” And to be hon-
est we all need a touch
of magicandasprinkle
of glitter in our life to
get through those
dreary days and what
better way to do this
than through fashion!
Unicorns are the sym-
bol of freedom, magic,
joy, and innocence the
enchanted animal of
miraclesthatteachkids
tobelievethatanything
is possible. They in-
spire imagination and
creativity and it’s just
impossible to be sad
when you think of the
sparkly
, glittery beauty
.
Unicorn-inspired
fashion is conquering
the world with its cute-
ness and comfort level.
Unicorn-shaped hood-
ies and unicorn tricol-
ours inspired colours
in nail paints, bags and
dresses are not only
ruling the fashion
world by living rent-
free in our brains. Here
are some Unicorn-in-
spiredfashionstomake
your day a little more
magical.
Life’s all about rainbows, glitter and unicorns
and to mark its presence in your life City First
brings to you some Unicorn-inspired fashions to
make your day a little more magical.
BE A DIAMOND-STUDDED
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in
FAIRY DRESSES
There is no unicorn without some frills
and ruffles. To turn the dresses into Uni
fashion the designers have gone all out and
styled the skirt with embroidery and sequin
corset, making the appearance even more
magical. Twirl around all day as you will look
exceptional in this outfit.
J
HOLOGRAPHIC MINI SKIRT
The holographic effect is
a technique that enables a
wavefront to be recorded
and later reconstructed. This
medium is best to radiate
unicorn feels. This high-
waist short skirt with a front
zipper is a super stylish pick
if you are looking to get on
board with the trend. You
can pair it with a simple
tee or white shirt to rock
the trend in a subtle way.
Additionally, you can go all
out by matching an equally
shimmery sequin top!
STYLISH PANTS
Fever of Disco sequin pants is winning hearts.
The multitude of unicorn colours reflecting off
make these pants a unique choice. If dressing
in tulle and dresses is not your style, these
pants with a scrunched-up bottom are a cool
alternative. To really feel this look, be bold and
go for some shine from head to toe.
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