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	1. HOLIDAY NOTICE
The offices  of First
India will remain
closed on October
24 and 25 on the
occasion of Diwali and
Goverdhan Puja. There
will be no edition on
October 25 and 26.
CYCLONE SITRANG:
DEEP DEPRESSION
OVER BAY OF BENGAL
New Delhi: The deep
depression developing
in Bay of Bengal has
intensified into a cyclonic
storm, and will make a
landfall between Tinkona
Island and Sandwip close
to Bangladesh’s Barisal
on early Tuesday, weather
dept said on Sunday.
KARNATAKA MIN
APOLOGISES FOR
SLAPPING WOMAN
Karnataka: Karnataka
Minister V Somanna
apologised on Sunday
after he allegedly slapped
a woman who approached
him with a plea to redress
her grievance. The video
of property document
distribution ceremony
went viral on social media.
WHY CENTRE CANCELED
FCRA LICENCE OF RGF?
BJP president Jagat Prakash
Nadda had on 25 June, 2020
alleged that RGF had accepted
a donation of $300,000 from
China during 2005-06. There
are many ways of corruption,
Cong must explain about
these donations, Nadda said.
BJP: GANDHI FAMILY, ITS
NGOs NOT ABOVE LAW
BJP welcomed cancellation
of FCRA licences and said
that the Gandhi family and
organisations linked to it
cannot be above the law. BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
claimed the action “exposed”
Gandhi family’s corruption.
‘RUSHDIE LOST SIGHT
IN ONE EYE, USE OF
HAND AFTER ATTACK’
New Delhi: Author Salman
Rushdie has lost sight in
an eye and the use of a
hand after he was stabbed
multiple times in neck and
torso, among other places
- in a gruesome attack at
a literary event in NY City
in US in August, his agent
revealed on Sunday.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
GERMAN AMBASSADOR
LAUDS PM’S “ERA IS
NOT OF WAR” POINT
SUNAK OFFICIALLY
JOINS RACE TO BE UK
PM AFTER LIZ TRUSS
KERALA GUV ASKS 9
VCs TO RESIGN IN 24
HRS, GOVT SAYS DON’T
New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi‘s “clear” message to
Russian President Putin
that ‘at this time’s era is
not of conflict’ resonated
widely in Europe in a
really constructive means,
German Ambassador to
India Philipp Ackermann
said on Sunday.
London: Rishi Sunak has
confirmed he will join
the contest to replace Liz
Truss as British prime
minister and Conservative
Party leader after
economic turmoil forced
Truss to resign after
serving just 44 days.
Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan
has asked VCs of 9
universities in Kerala to
tender their resignations
in less than 24 hours. LDF
govt issued an instruction
to defy Guv’s order.  P6
Modi to visit
soldiers of
Mana today
New Delhi: Continuing
his tradition to spend
Diwali with the troops,
PM Modi will visit sol-
diers in the border vil-
lage of Mana in Uttara-
khandonMonday
.Since
he was elected in 2014,
the Prime Minister has
celebrated Diwali with
soldiers every year.
“I feel privileged that
I got to spend Diwali
with our brave soldiers
in Nowshera, not as PM
butasamemberof their
family
,” PM Modi tweet-
ed during last Diwali.
XI JINPING SECURES THIRD
TERM AS CHINA LEADER
Centre cancels FCRA licences of
NGOs headed by Sonia Gandhi
New Delhi: The MHA
has cancelled the FCRA
registration of 2 NGOs
headed by ex-Cong prez
Sonia Gandhi owing to
irregularities,anofficial
said on Sunday
. The can-
cellation makes 2 NGOs
ineligible to receive for-
eign funds. Sonia is
chairperson of Rajiv
Gandhi Fndn (RGF) set
up in 1991, Rajiv Gandhi
CharitableTrust(RGCT)
whose FCRA registra-
tion cancelled.
OTHER MEMBERS
Dr Manmohan Singh, P
Chidambaram, Montek
SinghAhluwalia,Suman
Dubey
, Dr Ashok, Rahul
and Priyanka Gandhi.
First India Bureau
Beijing: Xi Jinping se-
cured a third term as
China’s leader on Sun-
day, state media report-
ed, after a week-long
congress in which he
cemented his control
over the ruling Commu-
nist Party
. President Xi
was picked as the par-
ty’s general secretary
for another five-year
term in a closed-door
vote, meaning he is al-
most certain to be elect-
ed president at the an-
nual meeting of China’s
National People’s Con-
gress in March.
Xi was picked as party’s gen secy for another five-year term
China cannot develop without the world, and
the world also needs China. After more than
40 years of unflagging efforts towards reform
and opening up, we have created two miracles -- rapid
economic development and long-term social stability.
—Xi Jinping, Chinese President
CELEBRATING
“VIRAT” DIWALI!
India’s Virat Kohli is carried by Captain Rohit Sharma as Hardik
Pandya looks on after winning their T20 World Cup match
against Pakistan in Melbourne, Australia on Sunday. P6
AYODHYA
DEEPOTSAV
(From Left) PM Narendra Modi being welcomed by UP Governor Anandiben Patel and CM Yogi Adityanath in Ayodhya on Sunday | PM Modi performs aarti while offering prayers to Ramlala Virajman at
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi | PM Modi inspects the Shree Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra site | PM Modi being felicitated by Yogi Adityanath, Brajesh Pathak and Keshav Prasad Maurya | PM Narendra
Modi with Yogi Adityanath receiving the Guinness Book of World Record certificate for lighting the 15 lakh Diyas during the Deepotsav celebrations, on the eve of Diwali festival, in Ayodhya on Sunday.
l PM Narendra Modi launched the
sixth edition of Deepotsav celebra-
tions in Ayodhya on Sunday
.
l Ayodhya sets world record by
lighting over 15 lakh diyas on Dee-
potsav in PM Modi’s presence.
l Modi’s first visit to Ayodhya after
a “bhoomi pujan” for construction
of Ram temple on August 5, 2020.
lBeginning his speech with ‘Jai Shri
Ram’, Modi addressed a gathering
on the occasion of Deepotsav.
l Modi was also briefed by officials
on the construction going on for a
grand Ram temple at the site.
l “Shri Ram Lalla’s ‘Darshan’ and
then ‘Rajyabhishek’ of King Ram,
this good fortune is obtained only
by the grace of Lord Ram, PM said
l PM said Ram was the inspiration
for sabka saath, sabka vikas and
the basis of sabka vishwas.
l Every Indian stood with lamp in
hands during Covid and world saw
how we fought pandemic, says PM.
l Deepotsav of Ayodhya started 6
years ago with the guidance and
inspiration of PM Modi, Yogi said.
Tamso Ma Jyotirgamaya!
Earthen lamps lit up, spectacular laser show on the banks of the Saryu river as part of the Deepotsav celebrations, on
the eve of Diwali festival, in Ayodhya on Sunday. (L) PM Narendra Modi performs Aarti at New Ghat, Saryuji, in Ayodhya.
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WILL JOIN CONGRESS’S BHARAT JODO YATRA
WHEN IT COMES TO MAHA: SHARAD PAWAR
First India Bureau
Baramati: Hailing the
Congress’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra as an effort to
bring harmony in soci-
ety, NCP president
Sharad Pawar on Sun-
day said he would par-
ticipate in it enters Ma-
harashtra.
State Congress lead-
ers Ashok Chavan and
Balasaheb Thorat had
met him and extended
an invitation to partici-
pate in the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, a mass outreach
programme, when it en-
ters the state on No-
vember 07, he told re-
porters here.
The Congress’
Bharat Jodo Yatra is
scheduled to cover a
distance of 3,570 km in
150 days. It started on
September 07 from Kan-
yakumari in Tamil
Nadu and will conclude
in Jammu and Kash-
mir.
Senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
who is leading the
yatra, has so far cov-
ered four states--Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karna-
taka and Andhra
Pradesh.
Pawar said, “‘The
yatra is a Congress par-
ty programme. But
through this initiative,
an attempt is being
made to bring harmony
in the society. So some
of us from different
parties will join the
yatra wherever possi-
ble when it is in the
state.”
On former Maha-
rashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s
tour of Aurangabad
district on Sunday, Pa-
war said, “It is good he
is travelling to meet
farmers. His health has
improved...why have
doubts? He should put
the demands of farm-
ers before the state and
central governments. If
the farmers benefit, it
is good.”
Responding to anoth-
er question, Pawar
scoffed at politics being
done over the elections
of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India
(BCCI).
‘An attempt is
being made to
bring harmony in
society through
this initiative, so
will participate’
NCP President, Sharad Pawar
 


	2. ‘Downpour of announcements,
but  drought in implementation’
Aurangabad (PTI):
Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on
Sunday demanded the
Maharashtra govern-
ment declare a “wet
drought” in the state
and provide Rs50,000
per hectare as com-
pensation to farmers
affected by rains with-
out waiting for the loss
assessment reports.
In a dig at the Eknath
Shinde government,
Thackeray said there is
a downpour of an-
nouncements but a
“drought” in their im-
plementation as he in-
teracted with rain-hit
farmers in Aurangabad
district.
The former chief
minister was talking to
reporters after visiting
Pandharpur and Dahe-
gaon villages in the Au-
rangabaddistrictwhere
retreating rain dam-
aged crops.
Thackeray said the
state government must
take efforts to change
the relief criteria set by
the National Disaster
Response Fund as they
have become outdated.
He also said the state
government should fol-
low up with the Centre
on the implementation
of the “Beed pattern” of
crop insurance, also
calledthe80-110formula.
According to the sup-
porters of the “Beed
pattern”, the formula
gives benefits to farm-
ers and the state by way
of excess funds and to
the insurer by capping
the pay-outs.
Farmer Kisanrao
Dhonde (70) of Dahe-
gaon in Gangapur tehsil
said the heavy rains
brought about by the re-
treating monsoons have
destroyed his crops.
“My farm is spread
over 6.5 acres. I had
sown corn and cotton
and harvest time was
nearing. I had taken a
loan of Rs one lakh to
cover the cost of pro-
duction. Now I won’t
even 30% of this
amount from the sale of
whatever produce is
left,” he said.
Dhonde, whose farm
Thackeray visited, said
his brinjal and okra cul-
tivation has also rotted,
leaving his family with
a debt of Rs3 lakh.
“I have no money to
make repayments. The
state government must
help us,” he said.
Dahegaon sarpanch
Vikram Raut said loss
assessment surveys
have not been complet-
ed as yet in the area and
no aid from the govern-
ment has reached peo-
ple in the village so far.
The Maharashtra
cabinet on Thursday
approved a proposal to
waive crop loans of a
total of Rs964.15 crore
taken by farmers from
land development
banks. The assets and
properties of land de-
velopment banks will
be transferred to the
state government.
Uddhav slams
Shinde govt,
demands ‘wet
drought’ be
declared in Maha
This state government is a celebration-lov-
ing government. There is an excess down-
pour of the announcement, whereas there
is a drought in their implementation. Events
should be celebrated but the government should see
the people in the state are at least satisfied.
 —Uddhav Thackeray, Shiv Sena president
Maha Yuti govt has reversed
half a dozen MVA decisions
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra’s Eknath Shinde-
BJP government,
which recently com-
pleted 100 days in of-
fice, has so far stayed
or reversed at least
half a dozen deci-
sions taken by the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) regime.
While the decision
on the Aarey Metro
car shed was among
the first, the most re-
cent was to restore
general consent to the
Central Bureau of In-
vestigation to investi-
gate cases in the state.
The latter is signifi-
cant since the then
Shiv Sena-led govern-
ment had withdrawn
consent to the agency
citing its “misuse to
settle political scores”.
Notably, after com-
ing to power in Novem-
ber 2019, the then MVA
government compris-
ing Shiv Sena, Nation-
alist Congress Party
(NCP), and Congress
scrapped certain poli-
cy decisions of its pre-
decessor BJP-Shiv
Sena government led
by Fadnavis.
The Shinde govern-
ment decided to bring
back the four policy
decisions taken by the
Fadnavis government
during 2014-2019 that
were subsequently
scrapped by the MVA
regime.
These decisions in-
clude restoring the vot-
ing rights of farmers
toAgricultureProduce
Marketing Committee
(APMC) markets, re-
starting pensions for
the people jailed dur-
ing the Emergency,
and electing village
heads and municipal
council presidents di-
rectly from the people.
REVERSE, REPEAT
MUMBAI COPS NAB
PUNE MAN FOR
CHEATING, SEIZE
FAKE DOCUMENTS
Mumbai: Local police
have arrested a Pune
man for cheating,
knowingly furnishing
false information,
fabricating false
evidence, and false
statement made in
declaration, and seized
fake Aadhaar and PAN
cards and other forged
documents from him, an
official said on Sunday.
The man, who was
arrested on Saturday,
was produced before a
court, which remanded
him to four days police
custody, the official said,
adding that further
investigation is ongoing.
SENIOR CITIZEN
TRYING TO GIVE
HOUSE ON RENT
DUPED OF `1.6L
Nagpur: A senior citizen
who wanted to rent out his
house was cheated of Rs
1.60 lakh, police said on
Saturday. According to the
complaint filed by A
Wankhede (73), “Anil
Hedau” responded to the
former’s advertisement on
a property website,
claiming to be a recently
transferred airport security
officer looking for a house.
He asked Wankhede for
his bank account details to
“deposit Rs40,000 as
advance”, a Beltarodi
police official said.
Wankhede sent him the
details, only to later find
Rs1.60 lakh missing.
MAN DIES AT PUNE
RLY STATION, COPS
DENY RUMOURS OF
DIWALI STAMPEDE
Pune: A 35-year-old man
died after he collapsed
coughing at Pune railway
station on Saturday, a
police official said on
Sunday, but denied
rumours of a stampede-
like situation due to the
Diwali rush. “At 9 pm,
while entering platform
number 1 through the
security gate, Sajan
Manjhi—who was
reportedly suffering from
TB—started coughing and
collapsed about 200m
away from the main
platform. He was taken to
a hospital, where doctors
declared him brought
dead,” an official said.
7 BOOKED FOR
GRABBING
PROPERTIES OF
AILING WOMAN
Nagpur: A man from
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh
and six others from Nagpur
have been booked for
allegedly taking possession
of a house, a plot of land
and a flat belonging to a
woman cancer patient in
Nagpur, police said on
Sunday. Citing a complaint
filed by the woman’s
adoptive daughter, an official
said the accused—her
friends and relatives—had
allegedly registered a sale
deed and gift deed at the
office of Deputy Registrar in
Khamla. A case of criminal
breach of trust and cheating
has been registered against
the seven accused.
TRANSFIXED BY LIGHTS
Everyone loves a good display of festive lights,
as is clearly visible at the Deepotsav event
organized by the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
at Mumbai's iconic Shivaji Park, where even local
residents are turning out in droves to gawk at
the visual artistry and take photos and selfies. —
PHOTOS BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Youth invents fuel-efficient
trailer with 40 tonne capacity
First India Bureau
Aurangabad: A
23-year-old man from
Marathwada has cre-
ated a fuel-efficient
trailer with a capac-
ity to carry goods
weighing up to 40
tonnes if attached to
a tractor.
While trailers at-
tached to tractors usu-
ally have two wheels
and can carry 25
tonnes, Akshay
Chavan has invented a
four-wheeler trailer
that uses a tractor’s en-
ergy and can carry up
to 40 tonnes.
Chavan, a resident of
Dongaon, said he was
working as a tractor
driver when he came
up with the idea to
make a self-drive trail-
er that can run on a
tractor’s energy. It con-
sumes less fuel and car-
ries more weight.
He worked on build-
ing a prototype over a
period of two years and
even took a loan of Rs5
lakh for the project.
Chavan’s efforts paid
off after his product
bagged a prize of
Rs25,000 in the recently
held “Startup Yatra”
conducted by the Ma-
harashtra government
in Jalna district.
“An ordinary trailer
can carry 25 tonnes,
whereas my invention
has a capacity to carry
40 tonnes on any type of
road. One needs to make
two trips or use two trol-
leys to carry that kind
of weight, but this self-
drive trailer can do it in
one go and in turn save
fuel,” said Chavan.
The young inventor
said he has been ap-
proaching various de-
partments to start com-
mercial production of
the trailer.
Ritesh Mishra, the
director of Marathwa-
da Accelerator for
Growth and Incubation
Council (MAGIC), said,
“The first prototype
model is ready. We are
working to ensure that
this product gets neces-
sary permissions for
further production.
The product bagged
a prize in the state gov-
ernment’s “Startup
Yatra”. The state gov-
ernment should help
nurture such talented
youngsters, he added.
WHY IT’S SPECIAL
Akshay Chavan
Akshay Chavan
took a
took a `
`5L loan
5L loan
to build his
to build his
prototype of a
prototype of a
4-wheel trailer
4-wheel trailer
over two years
over two years
GRASSROOTS INNOVATION
Chavan's self-drive
trailer can run on
a tractor’s energy,
thus saving time
and fuel.
 —FILE PHOTO
CM Shinde  Dy CM Fadnavis
recently completed 100 days
in office. —FILE PHOTO
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	3. TOXIC CHEMICALS: SECRET
INGREDIENT  IN FIRECRACKERS
First India Bureau
Mumbai: City-based
Awaaz Foundation
has written to the
state government and
the police after a
chemical test revealed
the presence of toxic
substances in fire-
crackers, appealing
that the authorities
ensure that no fire-
crackers containing
chemicals banned by
the Supreme Court,
such as barium, were
distributed, sold or
used in Maharashtra.
The organization ana-
lysed the chemical con-
tents of commonly
available firecrackers
and found the presence
of toxic chemicals such
as arsenic, sulphur, bar-
ium and chlorine in
them, the foundation’s
convener Sumaira Ab-
dulali said.
In 2021, the presence
of barium was openly
displayed on the packag-
ing of firecrackers.
However, this year, none
of the boxes mentioned
the presence of barium,
The Supreme Court
had last year expressed
serious concerns about
the effects of hazardous
chemicals on people’s
health. It had placed on
record Awaaz Founda-
tion’s findings in its or-
der passed in October
last year, the NGO offi-
cial said.
The Apex court had
stated, “We again reiter-
ate the directions issued
by this court earlier re-
produced hereinabove
including banning the
use of barium salts in
firecrackers, manufac-
turingandsellingjoined
firecrackers and other
directions issued by this
Court reproduced here-
inabove. We direct all
the States as well as Un-
ion Territories to see
that the directions is-
sued earlier by this
Court and issued by this
Court today are strictly
compliedwithinitstrue
spirit and in toto.”
Any lapse on the part
of the state govern-
ments, state agencies
and Union Territories
shall be viewed very se-
riously, the court had
stated in the order and
added that concerned
authorities in the states
will be held personally
liable if it is found that
anybannedfirecrackers
are manufactured, sold
and used in any particu-
lar area.
Children play with sparklers at a residential society in Mumbai’s Lower Parel area, on Sunday. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Analysis of
common
fireworks finds
presence of
arsenic, sulphur,
barium, chlorine
Plummeting pre-winter air
quality leaves Mum gasping
First India Bureau
Mumbai: As winter
approaches early in
Mumbai, residents
fear inhaling contam-
inated air and suffer-
ing from a variety of
pollution-related
health issues. Studies
suggest Mumbai’s air
quality is rapidly de-
teriorating.
According to the Air
Quality Life Index
(AQLI) report released
by of the Energy Policy
Institute, University of
Chicago, the exposure
to PM2.5 shortens the
average lifespan of a
person by 3.7 years in
Mumbai.
Mumbai has been
placed as the 14th most
polluted city in the
world with average
PM2.5 levels at 45.1mg/
cubic metre by the US-
based Health Effects
Institute and Global
Burden of Disease Pro-
ject of the Institute for
Health Metrics  Eval-
uation collaborative
‘Air Quality and Health
in Cities’ report, re-
leased in August 2022.
The Greenpeace
South Asia’s Analysis
from 2021 ranks Mum-
bai as the fifth most
polluted in the world
with the highest num-
ber of fatalities (25,000)
attributable to air pol-
lution, with Delhi lead-
ing as the most con-
taminated megacity in
India.
“The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has sufficient
funds, but has taken lim-
ited actions to improve
air quality
. It should im-
mediately set up a mech-
anism to issue health
warnings whenever air
quality deteriorates as
air pollution is not only
an environmental haz-
ard, but also a serious
health issue,” said Bhag-
wanKesbhat,theCEOof
WaatavaranFoundation.
Apart from Mumbai,
cities such as Pune and
Nagpur also recorded
bad air quality
. The state
is perched high on the
pollution pedestal, with
97.60% of the state’s
12-crore people living in
areas with ‘hazardous
or unacceptable levels
of air pollution’.
SAFE FOR EARS
Smog engulfs Nariman Point in Mumbai. —FILE PHOTO
Experts at the
University of Chicago
warned that exposure
to PM2.5 shortens the
average lifespan of a
person by 3.7 years in
Mumbai
RARE ROCKS, CRYSTALS ON DISPLAY AT PUNE’S GEOLOGY MUSEUM
Sandip Kolhatkar
Pune: A wide range
of rocks, crystals,
minerals and fossils
are on display at a
newly-developed mu-
seum in the campus
of a city-based pre-
mier engineering in-
stitute, where people
can not just view but
also touch and handle
these rare exhibits.
The ‘Geology Muse-
um’, which opened last
month in the College of
Engineering Pune
Technological Univer-
sity (COEPTU), pro-
vides researchers, stu-
dents and amateur ge-
ologists an opportunity
to handle as many as
22,000 specimens, and
thus experience them
first-hand.
“All these rocks, min-
erals, fossils, etc., were
collected from the Dec-
can Volcanic Province
and other sites across
the country, where
COEP geological team
has worked, beginning
back in the British era
and continuing post-
Independence,” said
Prof. Sandeep Mesh-
ram, associate profes-
sor at COEPTU, who
took the initiative to set
up the museum.
“Schoolchildren are
specially invited and
they will be exposed to
the first-hand experi-
ence of all this treas-
ure. They will get to
know about the evolu-
tion of rocks, the build-
ing of the earth’s crust,
and how fossils were
formed,” he said.
“Everyone has seen
on the Internet how
the Big Bang hap-
pened, but here stu-
dents will learn about
the first formed rocks
on the Earth’s crust
with an opportunity to
touch and handle
them,” he added.
He also said the mu-
seum plans to add video
and audio platforms so
that one can learn more
about a particular spec-
imen while experienc-
ing the exhibit. —PTI
TOUCH AND FEEL
SLICE OF HISTORY
Unique initiative
gives amateurs,
professionals an
opportunity to
gain experience
of as many as
22K specimens
first-hand
Prof. Meshram thinks that the museum will help raise awareness
about geology as a branch of science. —PHOTOS BY PTI
The museum has several specimens of crystals of amethyst/
quartz flower, silica, zeolite, raw gold, copper, iron, as well as a
wide range of rocks and mineral specimens.
`5 cr Ferrari totalled in
crash, no one injured
BMC to help Mumbaikars
clean up ‘Diwali debris’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A speeding
Ferrari SF90 car re-
ceived considerable
damage after it
rammed into the rail-
ing of a road near the
Bandra-Worli Sea
Link in Mumbai in the
early hours of Friday
,
police said on Sunday
,
adding that no one was
injured in the accident
as the car’s airbags de-
ployed immediately
.
The speeding luxury
car rammed into the
road railing in the Ban-
dra police station limits.
No other vehicle was hit
in the incident, he said.
The car’s driver and
occupants approached
the Bandra police sta-
tion to report the acci-
dent, following which a
diaryentrywasmade,he
said. The SF90, worth
around Rs5 crore, is reg-
istered in the name of a
private firm, he added.
Earlier this month, a
speeding SUV had
rammed into multiple
vehicles on the Bandra-
Worli Sea Link, result-
ing in five deaths.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Residents
frequently collect de-
bris generated dur-
ing Diwali cleaning
or renovations in
small gunny bags,
which causes the so-
ciety to object and
fine homeowners.
However, Brihan-
mumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)
has now decided to col-
lect this debris after
Diwali--an idea that
has so far seen a good
response in the ‘F’
ward of the Matunga
Central area.
According to F ward
Assistant Commission-
er Gajanan Bellale, “As
per the policy, debris
can’t be thrown in the
garbage van. If anyone
is caught, the BMC will
fine them.”
He further added,
“The Deonar dumping
ground has a placed re-
served for such debris,
and the BMC has ap-
pointed contractors to
collect it. Many socie-
ties are opting for this
scheme.”
Images from the scene of the accident were shared widely on
social media over the weekend.
Navi Mumbai is India’s cleanest
city, national-level survey shows
First India Bureau
Navi Mumbai: The
Navi Mumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation
(NMMC)hasemerged
as the cleanest city in
the country as per
the Divine Founda-
tion’s Cleanliness
Survey 2022.
The Divine Founda-
tion participated in
cloth bags distribution
in the Belapur ward
and a cleanliness drive
at Jewel of Navi Mum-
bai in Nerul.
Dr Babasaheb Ra-
jale, DMC, (Solid Waste
Management) and nod-
al officer for Swachha
Survekashan felicitat-
ed all the NGOs who
helped the civic body in
keeping the cleaning
and creating aware-
ness among citizens.
The NMMC has also
received the ‘Five Star
Rating’ in ‘Garbage
Free Cities’ and Navi
Mumbaiistheonlycity
inMaharashtrastateto
get this rating. In the
ODF category, Navi
Mumbai city has re-
ceived the highest rat-
ing of ‘Water Plus’.
The 7th edition of
Swachh Survekshan
was conducted to study
the progress of the
Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion (Urban) and rank
the Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) based on vari-
ous cleanliness and
sanitation parameters.
The Survekshan has
evolved from being an
assessment of 73 cities
in 2016 to covering
4,360 cities this year.
Of the total 4360 cities,
NMMC secured the
third rank of cleanest
city
. The first two posi-
tions were secured by
Indore and Surat.
Navi Mumbai: To tackle
the mosquito men-
ace the Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation
(NMMC) has decided to
spray larvicide on water
bodies and other areas.
A senior official from the civic health department
said that cases of mosquito-based diseases and
infections in the city have been noticed but they
are under control. “We already have officials
to visit the breeding spots and spray larvicide.
We are taking daily updates. Areas like Turbhe
and Airoli are prone to have mosquito breeding
grounds and are working on providing larvicide
treatment,” he said.
NMMC TO SPRAY LARVICIDE TO GET
RID OF MOSQUITO BREEDING SPOTS
BMC has appointed contractors to collect garbage. —FILE PHOTO
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	4. IT’S DIWALI TIME  AND
EVERYTHING IS LIT UP!
ndia has been successfully
able to navigate post-Covid
economic shocks and the
shifting global geo-political
structure.Consumersareout
infullforcetakingadvantage
of festival season shopping.
Stores and showrooms
selling everything from jew-
ellery to apparel to automo-
biles are reporting signifi-
cant increases in sales on
pre-Diwali festival days. The
state of the automobile sec-
tor, which is essential to
bothmacroeconomicgrowth
and technological innova-
tion, is a good indicator to
measure India’s economic
health...andallsignspointto
an upward trend.
According to the Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Associations of India
(FADA), the country’s total
vehicle retail sales rose 57
per cent during the Navratri
festival this year.
The total vehicle retail
sales between September 26
and October 5 of this year
stoodat5,39,227unitsascom-
pared to 3,42,459 units sold
during Navratri last year.
According to data, every
category in the automobile
sector showed extremely
highgrowthwithtwo-wheel-
ers,three-wheelers,commer-
cial vehicles and passenger
vehicles increasing by 52 per
cent,115percent,48percent,
and 70 per cent respectively
.
Leaders in the automo-
bile sector are overjoyed
that after a gap of three
years, customers are back
in their showrooms ready to
purchase new sets of wheels
India’s appetite for pre-
cious metals remains vora-
cious. Gold and silver trad-
ers across the nation see
high sales during October
and November.
The festive period usually
sees higher sales for Gold,
Silver and Diamonds, as
most Indians consider such
purchases to be auspicious
during this time of the year.
This year hasn’t been any
different.
Customers are coming in
largenumbersandtherateof
gold jewellery is within the
range of 50,000 rupees (USD
607). For people, this rate of
gold is a buying opportunity
and people are excited be-
causeof thepricerange,says,
Ashish Pethe, Chairman of
AllIndiaGemsandJewellery
Domestic Council. Indians
are getting so much-needed
retail therapy and the holi-
day shopping numbers
don’t lie. Accordingtoindus-
try projections, Online and
in-store retail sales are ex-
pected to surpass 27 billion
USD this year, almost double
from 2019 and about 25 per
cent higher than the previ-
ous year.
According to the Confed-
eration of All India Traders
(CAIT), the sales figures
would include nearly USD
15.2 billion USD in offline
sales, compared to about
USD 8.5 billion USD in 2019.
The post covid recovery
of any nation is usually
measured by the discretion-
ary spending habits of its
population.
The upwardly mobile, as-
pirational Indian is now
spending on holidays and
travel and while on vaca-
tion, likes to shop as well.
This shows an economy
that remains resilient and
consumption patterns that
remain resilient. India re-
mains open for business.
 —With ANI Inputs
I
MONI SHARMA
The writer is a Editor (News),
First India, Jaipur Edition
Diwali generates an
essence of belonging (and
‘utsah‘), which is
imperative for the social
assimilations and to
establish a sense of
togetherness, solidarity
and expression of self...
DESPITE LOST RITUALS
AND TRADITIONS,
FESTIVAL STILL UNITES
Festivals and traditions bind
us together. Rituals are
integral to one’s existence,
but we are forgetting the little
joys and essence of traditions
— which were to spread
hope and happiness. Across
cultures, festivals have always
brought societies and families
closer. Sadly, these cultural
practices — just part of our
collective memories now —
are dying. Traditions, which
are an intrinsic part of all
cultures, can be manifested
in forms of art, customs and
conventions passed from one
generation to another without
being structurally document-
ed but collectively owned.
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A GLITTERING AYODHYA
yodhya wel-
comes its king,
Lord Ram, his
wife Sita and
brother Laksh-
man’s return from exile
with a mega Deepotsav
(festival of lights). En-
hancing the pilgrim city’s
beauty 17 lakh diyas
(earthen lamps) as a part
of a Guinness Book of
World record, was laid out
by 22,000 volunteers along
37 ghats. It has to be borne
in mind that the grand
Ram temple is still under
construction and Ram La-
lla virajman is still in the
makeshift temple. But for
the devout that the work is
progressing at a quick
pace and so is the all-round
beautification of the holy
city is what matters as
they throng in lakhs for
temple darshan in lakhs.
Ayodhya is coming up
on the lines of Varanasi
with sparkling ghats, wid-
ened roads along with a
brand new temple. With
Mathura and Vrindavan
also being developed and
beautified, Uttar Pradesh
has become an important
state for pilgrimage. The
state government is aware
of the appeal of the trium-
virate of Ram, Krishna
and Shiva among Hindus
in India and abroad and
uses it as its unique sell-
ing proportion among
tourists in countries like
South Korea, Thailand, In-
donesia and other coun-
tries. Ayodhya has special
ties with South Korea
which stretch back to
about 2000 years ago.
Religious tourism is ex-
pected to be a big money
spinner for the state as at-
tracting religious tourists
will eventually contribute
to the development of sec-
tors like hospitality, infra-
structure, transportation
and enhance UP’s overall
image. The all-round
growth would make the
goal of a trillion dollar
economy easily achievable.
Ayodhya welcomes its king,
Lord Ram, his wife Sita and
brother Lakshman’s return
from exile with a mega
Deepotsav (festival of
lights). Enhancing the
pilgrim city’s beauty 17
lakh diyas (earthen lamps)
as a part of a Guinness
Book of World record,
was laid out by 22,000
volunteers along 37 ghats
A
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
The spirit is beyond destruction. No one can
bring an end to spirit which is everlasting.
—Bhagavad Gita
Jagat Prakash Nadda @JPNadda
Respected Prime Minister Shri @
narendramodi ji today inaugurated
the grand Deepotsav in Ayodhya,
the pride of Sanatan. The resolve of
cultural renaissance and developed
India expressed by the Prime Minister
from Ayodhya, adorned with divine lamps, will become a
chapter of India’s fortunes. Jai Shri Ram!
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
This Deepavali has come at a
time when we’ve completed
75 years of independence.
‘Sankalp shakti’ of Lord Ram will
take India to new heights.
TOP TWEETS
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	6. Sharat K verma
Shimla:  Has the era of
Prem Kumar Dhumal
also ended after Shanta
Kumar in Himachal
Pradesh? This time
Dhumal has not been
made the candidate of
the assembly from the
Bharatiya Janata Party
.
Suspense was going on
for the last several days
regarding his name.
But his name is not
there in the first list of
62 candidates released
by the party and retired
Army Captain Ranjit
Singh has been nomi-
nated from the Sujan-
pur assembly seat.
Prem Kumar Dhumal
had contested last time
from Sujanpur seat and
was the chief ministe-
rial candidate from the
party’s side. BJP won
the entire state but
Dhumal lost the elec-
tion from Sujanpur
seat, after which Jai
Ram Thakur was made
the chief minister.
Since then it was be-
ing speculated that now
the Dhumal era is also
coming to an end. Any-
way, he is 78 years of
age and there is an un-
declared rule in the
party for the retirement
of leaders at 75 years.
Notably, the politics of
this small hilly state
used to revolve around
three faces for the last
several decades. Shanta
Kumar and Prem Ku-
mar Dhumal were from
BJP and Virbhadra
Singh was from Con-
gress. These three peo-
ple used to become the
Chief Minister. It is a
fact that from 1983 to
2017 i.e. 34 years, these
three leaders kept on
becoming the Chief
Minister, in turn.
Is Dhumal era coming to an end in Himachal?
TIME TO HANG BOOTS?
New Delhi (PTI): With
the successful placing
in orbit of 36 OneWeb
satellites on board the
Launch Vehicle Mark-
III (LVM-3) rocket, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is
now eying a bigger
share in the global sat-
ellite launch market.
A recent Indian Space
Association and Ernst
and Young report had
pegged the global space
economy at USD 447 bil-
lion with the satellite
launchsegmentaccount-
ing for USD 6 billion.
ISRO has already
carved out a niche for
itself in satellite launch
segment with its old
warhorse Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
rocket earning the
space agency millions
of dollars in business.
With the LVM-3 rock-
et, capable of placing 10
tonne payloads in low
earth orbits, ISRO now
aims to launch heavier
satellites or multiple
smaller satellites.
Sunday’s launch of 36
satellites for OneWeb
had a combined weight
of over 5.7 tonnes, and
ISRO plans to repeat the
launch for another
batch of 36 satellites in
February next year.
“The next LVM-3 will
be ready by February
2023, when we plan to
carry out another
launch for OneWeb,”
ISRO chief S Somanath
said in an interaction.
“We want to do one
launch of LVM-3 every
three to four months de-
pending on the commer-
cial demand,” he said.
ISRO had bagged the
contract to launch One-
Web satellites in April
this year as the Russia-
Ukraine conflict put a
spanner in the UK-
based company’s plans
to launch satellites us-
ing Russian rockets
from the Baikonur
spaceport in Kazakh-
stan. Of OneWeb’s
planned constellation
of 648 satellites, Roscos-
mos had launched 428
before Ukraine conflict.
New Delhi (Agencies):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi spent a night
in a small semi-perma-
nent temporary roof
structure at a Border
Roads Organisation
(BRO) Detachment or
DET at 11,300 feet alti-
tude near Mana during
his visit to Uttarakhand
on Saturday
. The prime
minister ate simple kh-
ichdi, mandwe ki roti,
local chutney and jhago-
re ki kheer (a pudding)
cooked by a labourer
working for BRO.
With the prime min-
ister visiting the tempo-
rary structure with a
tin roof, the BRO had
less than 72 hours to
make it ship-shaped.
PM Modi decided to
spend the night at the
DET itself interacting
with the labourers and
roadconstructionwork-
ers. He then asked one
of them to cook khichdi
for dinner.
PM stayed in temporary tin
shed at 11,300 feet, had
khichdi during U’khand visit
Raipur: A 32-year-old
nurse was allegedly
gang-raped by four per-
sons at a health centre
in Chhattisgarh's
Manendragarh-Chirmi-
ri-Bharatpur (MCB)
district. Police have ar-
rested three persons,
including a 17-year-old
boy, while the fourth ac-
cused is on the run. The
incident took place on
Friday afternoon at a
sub-health centre.
Mumbai (PTI): The
civil aviation ministry
will create a “substan-
tial” number of posts at
the Directorate General
of CivilAviation(DGCA)
to enhance its safety
oversight function, Un-
ion minister Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia has said.
Responding to a re-
cent communication by
Rajya Sabha MP Pri-
yanka Chaturvedi, the
civil aviation minister
also said the DGCA has
completed as many as
202 surveillance inspec-
tions in this fiscal so far.
Chaturvedi, in a let-
ter to Scindia, had on
October 14 highlighted
an incident of smoke
inside the cabin of a
SpiceJet's Goa-Hy-
derabad flight and
sought necessary ac-
tion to ensure airlines
maintain the highest
level of safety stand-
ards.
On October 12, Spice-
Jet’s Bombardier Q400
aircraft operating its
flight to Hyderabad
from Goa had an emer-
gency landing in Hy-
derabad after smoke
filled up its cabin.
“I have had the mat-
ter examined. Based on
the preliminary inves-
tigation, evidence of
engine oil was found in
the engine bleed-off
valve, which had led to
oil entering the aircraft
air-conditioning sys-
tem resulting in smoke
in the cabin,” Scindia
said in his response to
Chaturvedi.
SUSPENSE OVER
ISRO eyes bigger share in
satellite launch sector
ISRO Chairman S Somanath with Bharti Ent Chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal after launch of LVM3, in Sriharikota, on Sunday.
ISRO successfully launches LVM3-M2/OneWeb India-1 Mission,
in Sriharikota on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
n ISROhadgot
contracttolaunch
OneWebsatellites
n ISRO now
aims to launch
heavier satellites
PM MODI CONGRATULATES ISRO ON
LAUNCH OF BROADBAND SATELLITES
“LANDMARK DAY FOR INDIA’S SPACE
PROGRAMME”, SAYS AMIT SHAH
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday congratulated ISRO on its maiden com-
mercial mission successfully placed 36 broad-
band communication satellites. “Congratulations
@NSIL_India @INSPACeIND @ISRO on the
successful launch of our heaviest launch vehicle
LVM3 with 36 OneWeb satellites meant for global
connectivity. LVM3 exemplifies Atmanirbharta 
enhances India’s competitive edge in the global
commercial launch service market,” the Prime
Minister said.
New Delhi: Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday hailed the successful launch of the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) heaviest
rocket. “A landmark day for India’s space pro-
gramme! India stepped into a new era of self-
reliance with the successful launch of its heaviest
rocket LVM3, with 36 OneWeb satellites on board,
Congratulations to our scientists and the entire
team,” Amit Shah said in a tweet on Sunday after
the successful launch by the ISRO.
Sriharikota: The ISRO has acquired land for the pro-
posed rocket launch site in Tamil Nadu where a launch
pad would be set up, the chief of the space agency said
on Sunday. ISRO chairman S Somanath said the space
agency was currently in the process of consolidating
land at Kulasekarapatnam in Thoothukudi district.
LAND HAS BEEN ACQUIRED FOR LAUNCH
SITE IN TN, SAYS ISRO CHIEF SOMNATH
INDIA PROUD OF
ITS SCIENTISTS:
PREZ MURMU
New Delhi: Presi-
dent Droupadi
Murmu congratu-
lated ISRO on the
successful launch of
broadband satel-
lites tweeted: “The
eam of @ISRO, @
NSIL_India  @IN-
SPACeIND achieved
an impressive feat of
successfully launch-
ing LVM3 with 36
satellites aimed at
enhancing global
connectivity. The
country is proud of
our scientists and
their showcasing of
the nation’s indig-
enous capabilities.
New Delhi: PM Narendra Modi has condoled the
demise of Deputy Speaker of Karna-
taka Anand Mamani and said that he
was a formidable leader who worked
extensively for social empowerment.
Mamani passed away late on Saturday
night after battling ill health for over a
month. “Pained by the passing away
of Shri Anand Mamani, the Deputy Speaker of the
Karnataka Assembly. He was a formidable leader
who worked extensively for social empowerment.
He also worked to strengthen BJP across Karna-
taka. Condolences to his family and supporters.
Om Shanti,” PM Modi said in a tweet.
PM condoles demise of K’taka
Dy Speaker Anand Mamani
Nurse gang
raped at C’garh
health centre
Govt to create good
number of posts at
DGCA for safety
DGCA is keep-
ing a close
watch on the
situation and shall
take all appropriate
action to avert any
untoward incident.
—Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Civil Aviation Minister
First India Bureau
New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu and
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday
extended Diwali greet-
ings to the nation on
the eve of the festival
of lights.
President Murmu
has sent greetings to
her fellow citizens on
the eve of Diwali.
In a message, the
President said, “On the
auspicious occasion of
Diwali, I extend my
warm greetings and
best wishes to all the
fellow citizens living in
India and abroad.
Diwali is a festival of
happiness and joy
. On
thedayof Diwali,people
worship Goddess Lak-
shmiintheirhomesand
pray for everyone’s hap-
piness and prosperity
.
Thefestivalof Diwali
is also an occasion to
further strengthen the
spirit of mutual coop-
eration and
h a r m o ny.
The light of
Diwali sym-
bolizes the
knowledge
that dispels
all the dark-
ness of our
inner and
outer ignorance.
May energy  light
spread in our lives like
a Diya. May the spirit
of helping the under-
privileged grow deep in
themindsof peopleand
let us all continue our
tradition of ‘Subh’ and
‘Labh’”, she said
Similarly
, Vice Presi-
dentJagdeepDhankhar
also greeted the nation
on the eve of Deepawa-
li. He said in his mes-
sage: “I ex-
tend my
warm greet-
ings and
good wishes
to the peo-
ple of our
country and
those living
abroad on
theauspiciousoccasion
of Deepawali, the festi-
val of lights.
Celebrated with tra-
ditional fervor and zeal,
Deepawali marks the
return of Shri Ram to
Ayodhya, alongwith
Maa Sita and Laxman,
after fourteen years in
exile, during which he
attained the knowledge
from the Sages and
unitedthecommonpeo-
ple living in the wilder-
ness of forests to defeat
the evil. Deepawali also
signifies the advent of
Ram Rajya, our ideal of
benign, benevolent gov-
ernance. It reaffirms
our belief in the virtu-
ous life of Shri Ram.
The ‘Maryadas’, set by
him as an ideal king,
obedientson,invincible
warrior and that of a
righteous life, made
him ‘Purushottama’
Ram, the role model
emulated by humanity
for generations.”
President and Vice President greet people on Diwali eve
Gujarat BJP targets Delhi
CM over cracker ban
Rajkot (PTI): Gujarat BJP chief C R Paatil
has hit out at Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal over his government’s
decision to completely ban fire-
crackers in the national capital,
and dubbed such people “anti-
religious” who were stopping
citizens from celebrating their
festivals.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)-led Delhi
government last month re-imposed a com-
plete ban on the production, sale and use of
all types of firecrackers till January 1, 2023,
including on Diwali, a practice it has been
following for the last two years.
Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai
recently said bursting of firecrackers on Di-
wali in Delhi will attract a jail term of up to
six months and a fine of Rs 200.
ARMY CHIEF WITH HIS WIFE VISITS
BASE HOSPITAL AHEAD OF DIWALI
New Delhi: Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande
visitedtheBaseHospital,DelhiCanttaheadof
Diwali, and interacted with the serving sol-
diers and their next of kin admitted. “Army
Chief lauded the efforts of Paramedics,” offi-
cials said. Gen Manoj Pande was accompanied
byhiswifeArchanaPande,(AWWA)President.
Droupadi
Murmu
Jagdeep
Dhankhar
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	7. CRUCIAL READ
Who among  Nitish and Prashant Kishore is with BJP?
Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: An inter-
esting turn of event has
happened in Bihar.
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s party is alleg-
ing that Prashant
Kishor is associated
with BJP and is
working for BJP, while
on the other hand,
Prashant Kishor is
claiming that Nitish
Kumar is in touch with
BJP and will join NDA
at any time.
Similarly, Nitish Ku-
mar had claimed that
Prashant Kishor him-
self had come to meet
him. Nitish had said
that if someone wants
to meet then how will
he refuse. In response,
Prashant said that Nit-
ish had called him and
again asked him to
work for his party, but
PK claimed that he re-
fused.
Think Prashant
Kishor has not become
a leader yet. He is run-
ning a ‘Suraaj’ cam-
paign and saying that
he will form a party by
taking the opinion of
the people. Good people
will meet only then he
will form a party. But
before that, he is failing
all the leaders in their
rhetoric.
However, the real
question is who among
PK and Nitish are really
with BJP, who is in
touch with BJP and
who can go with BJP?
Keep in mind that both
have been with the BJP
for a long time. PK had
worked as a strategist
for the BJP in the 2012
Gujarat elections and
the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, while Nitish Ku-
mar has been in the BJP
alliance for 24 years,
barring four years be-
tween 1995 and 2022.
Once he left the BJP,
he returned to the NDA.
But now he is saying
that he will never go
with BJP. Despite this,
what is the point of
PK’s claim?
Is he merely creating
suspicion towards Nit-
ish and trying to create
a rift in his ties with
RJD or positioning him-
self ? Does he have to
replace Nitish in Bihar,
for which he is tarnish-
ing his reputation?
Many interesting twists
will be seen in the com-
ing days and anything
is possible in Bihar be-
fore the next Lok Sabha
elections.
BLAME GAME BEGINS
QUESTIONING
CAB ELECTIONS:
FORMER BCCI BOSS
GANGULY BACKS OUT
New Delhi (Agencies):
Former BCCI boss Sourav
Ganguly has backed out of
the presidential elections
of Cricket Association
of Bengal. His brother
Snehasish Ganguly is set
to become the president
of the cricketing body. His
brother is set to become
the President of CAB.
Meanwhile, Amalendu
Biswas filed his nom-
ination for the post of
vice-president.
CONGRESS ISSUES
SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
TO TELANGANA MP
Hyderabad (ANI): The
Congress on Sunday is-
sued show cause notice to
its Telangana MP Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy for
his recent utterances.
Congress General Secre-
tary Tariq Anwar issued
the notice to the MP from
Bhongir a day after video
clip went viral in which
he is heard predicting
that the Congress will
lose the by-election to the
Munugode Assembly seat.
COIMBATORE CAR
BLAST AFFECTS
DIWALI SALES IN AREA
Coimbatore (Agencies):
Eswaran Kovil street, a ma-
jor thoroughfare connect-
ing Ukkadam and Townhall
in Coimbatore city became
desolate during the busy
Diwali shopping season
as a result of the car blast
incident. The incident
happened at around 4 am
on Sunday, front of Kottai
Sangameshwarar temple.
More than 500 police per-
sonnel from districts were
brought to Coimbatore.
30 HURT AS BUS
CARRYING LABOURERS
HOME FOR DIWALI
Guna (PTI): At least 30
passengers were injured,
four of them seriously,
when an over-packed pri-
vate bus carrying migrant
labourers to Uttar Pradesh
for Diwali overturned in
Madhya Pradesh’s Guna
district, an official said.
The bus was coming from
Surat in Gujarat, the official
said, adding the accident
occurred on the Guna by-
pass road, 6 km from the
Guna district headquarters.
RSS LEADER INDRESH KUMAR PAYS VISIT TO
HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN DARGAH
KERALA ARIF MOHAMMED KHAN GOVERNOR
SEEKS RESIGNATION OF VCs OF NINE VARSITIES
New Delhi (ANI): Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) National Executive member and Muslim Rash-
triya Manch patron Indresh Kumar on
Saturday paid a visit to Hazrat Nizamud-
din Dargah, New Delhi, and lights earthen
lamps inside the premises of the shrine,
ahead of Diwali. The RSS’ Muslim wing,
Muslim Rashtriya Manch called for peace
and prosperity in the country. The move
of Muslim Rashtriya Manch patron and senior RSS
leader lighting ‘earthen lamps’ inside the Nizamuddin
Dargah complex, marks a message of peace.
Thiruvananthapuram (ANI): Armed with a recent
Supreme Court order quashing the appointment
of the vice-chancellor (VCs) of APJ
Abdul Kalam Technological Univer-
sity here for being contrary to UGC
regulations, Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan on Sunday sought
resignations of VCs of nine varsities
in the state. The nine VCs include that
of the APJ Abdul Kalam Technologi-
cal University, according to a tweet by Kerala Raj
Bhavan on behalf of the Governor.
Kohli masterclass powers India to thrilling win over Pak
Siddhaarth Mahan
Virat Kohli produced
one of the most memo-
rable knocks in the his-
tory of the T20 World
Cup and powered India
to a dramatic four-wick-
et win over arch rivals
Pakistan in an epic
clash at Melbourne.
Kohli’s sparkling in-
nings not only steered
India to a historic vic-
torybutalsoenabledthe
‘Men in Blue’ to exact
full toll on the ‘Men in
Green’ who had ham-
mered them by10-wick-
ets in last year’s T20
World Cup in the UAE.
King Kohli’s splendid
unbeaten fifty was a
masterclass in T20 bat-
ting.Justthecoldstatis-
ticof scoring82runsoff
53 balls in a tight, tense
battle reflects the quali-
ty of the knock. But far
more than the runs
scored, was the manner
inwhichViratpacedhis
entireinningsandshift-
ed gears when the going
got really tough in the
final overs.
ThoughPakistanhad
set a rather modest 160
targetinSunday’sshow-
down, it became far
tougher as India lost
skipper Rohit Sharma
(4), KL Rahul (4),
Suryakumar Yadav (15)
and Axar Patel (2) in
quick succession. With
India tottering at 31 for
4,Pakistanseemedclear
favourites as their fear-
some bowling attack
was firing on all cylin-
ders.
It was from this pre-
carious condition that
Virat had to revive In-
dia’s rapidly sinking
fortunes. In all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, Kohli
found a partner to pull
India out of disarray
and despair. The situa-
tion needed something
special and the former
skipper Kohli stitched
up a magnificent fifth-
wicketstandof 113from
78 balls. The duo began
the repair job with sin-
gles and twos and as
they settled down, the
big shots began to flow.
Particularlymemorable
was the 12th over of left
arm spinner Nawaz
whereHardikandKohli
hit three majestic sixes
and stole 20 invaluable
runs. The tide had be-
gun to turn.
Despite the recovery
engineered by Kohli’s
aggression and Pan-
dya’s pluck, Pakistan
still had the edge for
most of the chase and
were favourites to win
till the 15th over. As the
Kohli-Pandyaduocould
only muster 12 runs
combined in the 16th
and 17th overs, the odds
seemed stacked even
further. Kohli, however,
had different ideas and
his steely resolve and
sheer brilliance in the
finalfewoversultimate-
ly helped India to turn
the tables.
With 48 needed from
thelastthreeovers,Koh-
lishiftedgearsflawlessly
.
He hit three fours off
Shaheen Afridi in the
18thoverwhichsawhim
complete a 43-ball fifty
.
Then in the 19th over, he
scored two successive
and glorious sixes off
Haris Rauf – the first a
massivestraighthitover
long-on and the second a
majestic flick over deep
fine leg. In the final over
by spinner Nawaz, Virat
cracked his fourth six as
Indiascrambledtoanail-
biting win off the last
ball!
Besides the whole
world applauding his
exceptional genius, Vi-
rathimself ratedthisas
his ‘best innings ever’.
In India-Pakistan rival-
ry
, this Kohli knock will
rank as high as Javed
Miandad’s historic last
ball six in 1986 that took
Pakistan to a famous
win. Clearly
, King Kohli
willalwaysbeoneof the
finest to play the game
and a classy cricketer
who makes us proud to
be Indians!!
Bengaluru (PTI):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said his party
will not allow Karna-
taka to be turned into a
laboratory for the
BJP’s experiments
with hatred and mis-
governance.
The leader was opti-
mistic that his party
will unleash Karnata-
ka’s true potential
through the path of
love, peace and harmo-
ny. “The Congress par-
ty will not allow this
garden of peace to be
turned into a laborato-
ry for the BJP’s experi-
ments with hatred and
misgovernance,” he
said in a statement, af-
ter winding up his Kar-
nataka leg of Bharat
Jodo Yatra and entered
Telangana on Sunday.
“Through the untir-
ing efforts of our state
leaders, drawing on the
rich cultures of Karna-
taka and the support of
crores of Kannadigas,
that day will soon come
when we will unleash
Karnataka’s true poten-
tial through the path of
love, peace and harmo-
ny,” he added.While
thanking the people for
their outpouring of
support throughout his
journey in Karnataka,
Gandhi said he saw the
potential of its people
being crippled. Farm-
ers growing crops from
every region are strug-
gling to support their
families due to rising
costs, uncertain yields
and fluctuating prices,
the Wayanad MP said.
Fire in theatre as
fans burst crackers
on Prabhas b’day
Amaravati (Agencies):
A fire broke out at a the-
atre in Andhra Pradesh
after fans of actor Prab-
has burst firecrackers
during the screening of
his film. The incident
occurred in Tadepal-
ligudem town of West
Godavari district. Dis-
playing over-enthusi-
asm, fans of Prabhas
burst firecrackers dur-
ing the screening of his
movie ‘Billa’ in Ven-
katramana theatre.
They resorted to this to
celebrate Prabhas’
birthday
. The seats in
the theatre caught fire.
Fortunately there
were no casualties and
the fire was extin-
guished by theatre em-
ployees with the help of
some people watching
the film. ‘Billa’ starring
Prabhas and his uncle
and veteran actor
Krishnam Raju, who
passed away recently,
was re-released in thea-
tres in AP and Telan-
gana to mark Prabhas’
birthday
.
Ahtesham Siddiqui
Lucknow: Afterposting
of IAS officers on the
cadre posts of PCS, the
UP govt has sought in-
formation from all the
municipal corporations
and authorities about
the posts created on the
basis of the rules.
PCS officers are also
opposing the posting of
IASofficerstothepostof
Municipal Commission-
er, VC and CDO. Most of
the posts of Municipal
Commissioner and VC
and CDO in Develop-
mentAuthoritiesarethe
post of PCS Cadre.
There are 17 munici-
pal corporations in Ut-
tar Pradesh in which no
PCS officer is posted as
municipal commission-
er. Out of 17 municipal
corporations, commis-
sioners in 13 corpora-
tions are direct IAS of-
ficers while promotee
IAS officers are posted
in four municipal cor-
porations.
The promotee IAS of-
ficers who are posted as
commissioners are Avi-
nash Singh in Gorakh-
pur Municipal Corpora-
tion, Sanjay Chauhan in
Moradabad Municipal
Corporation, Santosh
Kumar Sharma in Shah-
jahanpur Municipal
Corporation and Vishal
Singh in Ayodhya Mu-
nicipal Corporation.
UP govt seeks info from
civic bodies on IAS posts
BHARAT JODO YATRA
WON’T LET BJP TURN K’TAKA
INTO LAB OF HATRED: RAHUL
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and KC Venugopal with Karanataka party in-charge Randeep Singh
Surjewala during the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Raichur on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
RAGA TO WIND UP
KARNATAKA LEG,
ENTER TELANGANA
New Delhi (Agencies):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
is set to make a final exit
from Karnataka and enter
Telangana.The yatra was
resumed from Yermarus in
Karnataka to make a final
exit and enter Telangana’s
Gudeballur in Mahabub-
nagar on Sunday morning.
According to Congress
office-bearers, the yatra will
halt at Gudebellur where
Gandhi will stay for the day.
On the last day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra in poll-bound
Karnataka, Rahul said that
his family has a long con-
nection with the state.
HOWDIDTHAROORGETSOMANYVOTES?
Mahesh Sharma
New Delhi: Shashi
Tharoor, who chal-
lenged Mallikarjun
Kharge in the election
of Congress President,
got 1,072 votes. A total
of around 93 hundred
votes were cast, out of
which 419 votes became
invalid and 7,897 votes
went to Kharge. If we
look at the numbers,
Shashi Tharoor has got
more votes than Sharad
Pawar got in 1997. How-
ever, in terms of per-
centage, both have got
close to 12 percent votes.
It is also not a trivial
matter that Shashi Tha-
roor secured 12 per cent
of the vote. Everyone
knows that he is not as
popular as Sharad Pa-
warandnotasresource-
ful as him. Also, the
identity of any one
state or society is not at-
tached to him. Despite
this, he got the same
number of votes as Pa-
war.
Therefore, the ques-
tion is how did Tharoor
get so many votes? The
biggest reason for this
is that Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi did not oppose
him. It is known to all
that Mallikarjuna was
the official candidate of
the Gandhi family, even
though it was not an-
nounced. But just as
Kharge was not an-
nounced as the official
candidate, the first fam-
ily’s ‘opposition’ to Tha-
roor was also not an-
nounced. The message
was allowed to be cre-
ated about him that he
too is a candidate of the
high command. At one
stage, an image of Tha-
roor being a proxy can-
didate was also created.
Even when the Con-
gress directed that a
party functionary who
wanted to support a
candidate must resign
from office to ensure
fairness, Shashi Tha-
roor was appointed as
Chairman of the par-
liamentary committee
of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertiliz-
ers in the midst of the
election. He was earlier
the chairman of the
committee of the IT
ministry, but later, a
member of the Shiv
Sena’s Eknath Shinde
faction was made the
Chairman of that com-
mittee. In return, the
Congress was given the
Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers, which
the Congress was ini-
tially reluctant to take.
But it finally accepted
it and made Tharoor its
chairman. This sent a
message that Tharoor
was also in the good
book of the high com-
mand. So, because of
this he got votes in
many places.
—PHOTO
BY
PTI
Inderjit Singh Pranay Singh
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	8. business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Foreign  inves-
tors have pulled out close
to `6,000 crore from the
Indian equity markets so
far this month in the wake
of strength in the US dol-
lar against the rupee. With
this, the total outflow by
Foreign Portfolio Inves-
tors has reached `1.75
lakh crore so far in 2022,
data with the depositories
showed. Acc to the data,
FPIs withdrew `5,992
crore from equities in Oct
(till 21). However, during
the last few days FPIs had
slowed down their selling
substantially. —PTI
FPIs SELL INDIAN
EQUITIES WORTH
`6K CRORE IN OCT
New Delhi: As many as
384 infrastructure pro-
jects, each entailing an in-
vestment of `150 crore or
more, have been hit by
cost overruns of more
than `4.52 lakh crore, as
per a report. According to
the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation, out of 1,529
projects, 384 reported
cost overruns and as
many as 662 projects
were delayed. According
to the report, the expendi-
ture incurred on these
projects till September
2022 was `13,78,142.29
crore, or 53.45% of the
anticipated cost of the
projects.  —PTI
384 INFRA PROJECTS
SHOW COST OVERRUN
OF `4.52 LAKH CR
New Delhi: Indraprastha
Gas Ltd, which retails
CNG and piped cooking
gas, reported a 4% rise in
its September quarter net
profit as rise in input nat-
ural gas prices hurt mar-
gins. The net profit stood
at `416.15 crore in July-
September compared with
`400.54 crore in the same
period a year back, the
company said in a state-
ment. Revenue almost
doubled to `3,922.02
crore in the second quar-
ter of fiscal year starting
April 1. —PTI
IGL NET RISES 4 PER
CENT AS GAS PRICES
HURT MARGINS
New Delhi: Eight of In-
dia’s 10 most valued firms
added a total of
`2,03,335.28 crore in
market valuation last week
amid an overall positive
trend in equities, with RIL
emerging as the biggest
gainer. Except HDFC Bank
 Bajaj Finance, rest eight
firms in the top-10 pack
witnessed addition in their
market valuation. Reliance
Industries continued to
rule the top-10 most val-
ued firms chart, followed
by TCS, HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Infosys, HUL, SBI,
Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finance
and ITC. —FIB
EIGHT OF TOP-10
FIRMS ADD `2 LAKH
CRORE IN M-CAP
SAMSUNG INDIA
REVENUE UP 8.65% TO
` 82,451 CRORE
New Delhi: Samsung India
Electronics’ profit after tax for
FY22 fell 4.86% to `3,844.40
crore, while its
revenue from
operations
went up 8.65%
to `82,451.60
crore, said data accessed by
business intelligence platform
Tofler. The electronic major’s
EBITDA (Earnings before inter-
est, taxes, depreciation, and
amortisation) was almost flat
at `7,081.80 crore in the latest
FY22 as against `7,093.40
crore. Its other income was up
77.89% to `2,873.20 cr. —PTI
TWO RUSSIAN BANKS
OPEN SPECIAL VOSTRO
ACCOUNT FOR ` TRADE
New Delhi: Two Russian banks
have opened a special vostro
account following permission
from the Re-
serve Bank of
India to facili-
tate overseas
trade in rupee.
Sberbank and VTB Bank — the
largest and second largest banks
of Russia — are the first foreign
lenders to receive this approval
after the RBI announced the
guidelines on overseas trade
in rupee in July. These banks
have opened special vostro
account in their respective
branches in Delhi.  —PTI
OTHER STORIES
DLF SELLS HOUSING UNITS WORTH `4,092 CRORE IN
APRIL-SEPTEMBER 2022, UP 62% YEAR-ON-YEAR
New Delhi: Realty major DLF Ltd’s sales bookings rose 62% year-
on-year during the April-September period to `4,092 crore on better
demand for its housing properties. Its
sales bookings stood at `2,526 crore
in the first half of the previous finan-
cial year, according to an investors
presentation by the firm. DLF Ltd has
given guidance of sales bookings at
`8,000 crore for the current 2022-23
financial year, a 10% increase from
the previous fiscal. Its sales bookings rose to `7,273 crore in 2021-
22 fiscal from `3,084 crore in the previous year. —PTI
‘Riseintaxcollection
duetodemonetisation’
SAYS RBI MPC MEMBER
New Delhi (PTI): RBI
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) member Ashima
Goyal has attributed the
rise in tax collections to de-
monetisation and said that
it will help the nation move
towards the ideal situation
where low taxes are levied
on a large base.
On November 8, 2016,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the de-
monetisation of old `1,000
and `500 banknotes and
one of the key objectives of
the unprecedented deci-
sion was to curb black
money flows and promote
digital payments.
Noting that demonetisa-
tion had short-term costs
but some long-term bene-
fits, Goyal said it enhanced
digitisation and formaliza-
tion in the economy and
reduced tax evasion, al-
though all this has further
to go. “It contributed to the
buoyancy in taxes the
country is benefitting from
today. This helps us move
towards the ideal of low
tax rates on a large base,”
she said.
The tax department on
October 9 said that the
gross collection of tax on
corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly
24% so far in the current
fiscal year to `8.98 lakh
crore.
GST collections re-
mained above `1.40 lakh
crorefortheseventhmonth
in a row at `1.47 lakh crore
in September, a 26% in-
crease over last year, re-
flecting buoyancy in tax
collection.
Replying to a question on
Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency (CBDC), Goyal said
the objectives of the CBDC
are to reduce the use of
cash, and provide addition-
al functions to the existing
payment system rather
than replace it.
24% RISE IN TAX
COLLECTION
z On November 8, 2016, PM
Narendra Modi announced the
demonetisation of old `1,000
and `500 banknotes and one
of the key objectives of the
unprecedented decision was to
curb black money flow
z Noting that demonetisation
had short-term costs but some
long-term benefits, Goyal said
it enhanced digitisation and
formalization in the economy
z The tax department on Oct 9
said that the gross collection of
tax on corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly 24%
‘New owner will be free
to run IDBI Bank’
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment and state-owned
insurer LIC, who will con-
tinue to hold significant
shareholding in IDBI Bank
post its privatisation, will
not veto any proposals of
the new owner as part of
their plan to give the in-
coming promoters a free
hand, a senior official said.
The government earlier
this month invited bids for
the sale of 60.72% stake in
IDBI Bank, which is 45.48%
owned by the government
and 49.24% by the Life In-
surance Corporation of
India (LIC).
At the current price, sale
of 61% stake would fetch
about `29,000 crore to the
government.
The official said post-
privatisation, the govern-
ment and LIC shareholding
will come down to 34% but
they do not intend to move
in tandem to block any spe-
cial resolution proposed by
the new promoter.
This is with a view to as-
suaging the concerns of
investors.
“There should not be any
such concern. If we are
selling a 60.72% stake and
transferring management
control, it should be clear
to investors that we are not
interested in controlling
the institution and hence
will not oppose any resolu-
tion,” the official said.
A FREE HAND
TO PROMOTERS
z The govt and LIC will not
veto any proposals of the
new owner as part of their
plan to give the incoming
promoters a free hand
z The government earlier
this month invited bids for
the sale of 60.72% stake in
IDBI Bank, which is 45.48%
owned by the govt and
49.24% by the LIC
AP,Telangana,
Punjab frequently
use RBI’s short-
term liquidity
windows: Report
Mumbai (PTI): Andhra,
Telangana, Rajasthan and
Punjab along with three
north-eastern states are re-
peatedly using the Reserve
Bank’s special short-term
liquidity windows instead
of market borrowings, in-
dicating their serious cash
imbalances, says a report.
The north-eastern states
which are over and again
using these facilities are
Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland.
The central bank offers
three short-term liquidity
windows -- special drawing
facility (SDF; for 5 working
days), ways and means ad-
vances (WMA, for 5 work-
ing days) and over draft
(OD, for 14 working days)
facilities to states to tide
over their liquidity needs.
One of the main reasons
for the states to use these
windows is the cheaper
pricing than market bor-
rowings. Till August, states
have availed SDF facility at
an average rate of 3.2-4.2%,
while state bonds are
priced at 7.8% or more.
Quarterly
earnings, global
factors to drive
mkts this week
New Delhi (PTI): Corpo-
rate earnings and global
trends would set the tone for
the equity market in a holi-
day-shortened week ahead
where volatility may also
come into play amid the
scheduled monthly deriva-
tives expiry, analysts said.
The BSE and NSE will
conduct a one-hour special
muhurat trading session on
Monday, marking the begin-
ning of Samvat 2079 -- the
Hindu calendar year that
starts on Diwali.
Markets would remain
closed on Wednesday for ‘Di-
wali Balipratipada’.
“We are heading into a
truncated festival week
where bulls have reason to
celebrate Diwali on a higher
note as the US market wit-
nessed a sharp rebound in
Friday’s trading session,”
said Santosh Meena, Head
of Research, Swastika Ltd.
Cashew exports plunge deeper
by 38% in Sept to $22.71 mn
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
tracting for the last eleven
months, the country’s cash-
ew exports contracted by
38% to $22.71 million in
September succumbing to
intense competition in the
international markets.
The exports have been
declining since November
last year, according to the
data of the commerce min-
istry
. The data showed that
the exports dipped by 34%
in April, about 30% in May
,
about 6% in June, 26.62% in
July and 31.5% in August.
Karnataka Cashews
Manufacturers Associa-
tion Vice President Tukar-
am Prabhu said that with-
drawal of export incentives
under ‘Vishesh Krishi and
Gram Udyog Yojana’ too is
impacting the outbound
shipments.
“At present, we have no
incentives to push ship-
ments, though there is good
demand in global markets.
Our quality is much better
than Vietnamese cashew. It
is also a labour-intensive
sector,” Prabhu said.
He urged the govern-
ment to consider extend-
ing export incentives to
boost exports. According
to him, India’s edible cash-
ew kernel production
stood at 3,50,000-3,70,000
tonnes per year.
According to a cashew
exporter from Kerala, do-
mestic prices are 15 per
cent higher than the export
price, so traders are prefer-
ring to sell here. According
to the data of APEDA, ex-
ports were down 25.16% to
$113 million during April-
August this fiscal.
DECLINE SINCE
NOVEMBER 2021
z The exports have been
declining since November
last year, according to the
data of the commerce
ministry
z The data showed that the
exports dipped by 34% in
April, about 30% in May,
about 6% in June, 26.62%
in July and 31.5% in
August
Pilots apprehensive of
SpiceJet’s salary hike
New Delhi (PTI): Days af-
ter SpiceJet announced a
salary hike for its pilots, a
section of captains and
first officers of the airline
has expressed apprehen-
sion about the implementa-
tion of the revised remu-
neration citing terms and
conditions.
In a communication to
pilots on Oct 19, SpiceJet
said effective November 1,
2022, its captains’ salaries
will increase to `7 lakh for
80 hours of monthly flying
and `6.13 lakh for 70 hours
from the current `4.5 lakh-
level which was made effec-
tive from Oct 1, 2022.
Accordingly, salaries of
trainers and senior first of-
ficers have also been in-
creased commensurately
.
However, a section of pi-
lots alleged that the airline
has announced a hike in
their remunerations while
they are yet to get salaries
at par with pre-COVID lev-
els, a claim denied by
SpiceJet.
On an average, a captain
is currently getting around
`2.50 lakh a month while a
first officer takes home
about `1 lakh every month
after basic deductions.
India smartphone shipments fell 6% in Q3
First India Bureau
New Delhi: In the third
quarter of 2022, India saw
44.6 million smartphone
shipments which is a 6%
decline from the previous
year dragged by a lacklus-
tre low-end segment.
According to a report by
market research firm Can-
alys, Xiaomi held onto the
first place with 9.2 million
units as the brand gained
traction from July’s online
sales ahead of the festival
season.
Samsung came second
with 8.1 million shipments
and saw strong momentum
in the mid-
high-end
category ow-
ing to aggres-
sive offers and
promotions.
Vivo and OPPO
jumped to third and fourth
place, shipping 7.3 million
and 7.1 million units
respectively
.
While Realme dropped
to fifth, shipping 6.2
million.
“Hit by inflation, entry-
level device contribution
declined this year, while
the mid-to-high segment
performed relatively
well thanks to aggres-
sive promotions. OP-
PO’s OnePlus and vivo’s
iQOO were the two brands
driving mid-range growth
in the e-commerce chan-
nel during this period,”
said analyst Sanyam
Chaurasia.
DRAGGED BY LACKLUSTRE LOW-END SEGMENT
XIAOMI LEADS
THE RACE
z According to a report by
market research firm Canalys,
Xiaomi held onto the first place
with 9.2 million units as the
brand gained traction
from July’s online
sales
z Samsung came second
with 8.1 million shipments
and saw strong momentum
in the mid-high-end category
owing to aggressive offers and
promotions
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 51,450.00 10.00 0.01 (Per 10g)
SILVER 57,700.00 00.00 0.00 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.68 0.00 0.00
GBPINR 92.85 0.00 0.00
CURRENCIES
*Rates till the edition went to print.
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	9. Nagpur govt school  gets major upgrade, thanks to NGOs
First India Bureau
Nagpur: A ramshackle
village school in Nag-
pur district, which
had been catering to
200 students across
Classes I-V from three
villages with just two
classrooms and a non-
functioning restroom,
has been transformed
into a modern facility
thanks to the efforts
of young professionals
and businessmen.
The primary school
run by Nagpur Zilla
Parishad at Sukali vil-
lage of Hingna taluka
underwent a major
makeover after two
NGOs found out about
its poor condition, an
official said.
Nagpur Round Ta-
ble-83 (NRT-83) along
with Bridge the Gap
Foundation came up
with the idea to provide
the best possible infra-
structure and modern
facilities to the school.
The two NGOs found
out about the school in
January 2022 and decid-
ed to build it afresh with
modern amenities and,
after completing legal
formalities, began work
the very next month.
With Phase I done,
the school was inaugu-
rated on October 09.
NRT-83 chairman Ab-
hay Agrawal said, “In
the first phase, we con-
structed the ground
floor with three class-
rooms, which have
desks. One of the class-
rooms has been made
into a computer lab and
it has a projector as
well. The school now
also has separate re-
strooms for boys and
girls,” he said.
Agrawal said the
school was built at ap-
proximately Rs40 lakh,
which was collected
through corporate
funding and personal
donations.
Phase II of the pro-
ject will likely see the
construction of addi-
tional classrooms and a
computer lab, he added.
Meanwhile, Sukali
village sarpanch
Dinesh Dengre said
the NGO Bridge the
Gap Foundation con-
ducts classes for sci-
ence, maths and Eng-
lish speaking for stu-
dents from pre-prima-
ry to graduation level
in the village.
“The two organiza-
tions together have
built a beautiful school
in the village with
good infrastructure.
People not just from
our village, but even
from surrounding vil-
lages are happy with
the school’s transfor-
mation,” Dengre said.
FOR THE KIDS
Paddlers Malvika, Kaushal make their mark at Pune event
First India Bureau
Pune: Top-seeded
Malvika Bansod won
the women’s singles
title at the VV Natu
Memorial All India
Senior Ranking bad-
minton competition
in Pune on Sunday,
while unseeded
Kaushal Dharmamer
won the men’s title.
In a nail-biting final
that lasted an hour and
three minutes, Bansod
rallied to beat Adita Rao
13-21, 21-17, and 22-20.
Kaushal, on the other
hand, beat Rohan Gur-
bani 21-10, 21-16 in the
men singles final.
Khushi Gupta, mean-
while, won both the
women’sdoublesandthe
mixed doubles champi-
onships. In the mixed
doubles final, Khushi
and Siddharth Elango
beatAravindSureshand
Pavithra Navin 21-19, 21-
15. Khushi then teamed
up with Priya Devi Kon-
jengbamtowinthewom-
en’s doubles champion-
ship, defeating Shikha
Gautam and Poorvisha
Ram 21-16, 17-21, 21-12.
In men’s doubles, Har-
iharan Amsakarunan
and Ruban Kumar, who
represented India at the
Badminton Asia Team
Championships earlier
this year, claimed the ti-
tle by getting the better
of Viplav Kuvale and Vi-
raj Kuvale 21-18, 21-16.
Thane court acquits 3
in dowry death case
First India Bureau
Thane: A local court
has acquitted a
37-year-old man, his
mother and sister in a
case of causing death
of his wife and sub-
jecting her to cruelty
for dowry.
In the order passed
on October 20, Addi-
tional Sessions Judge
PM Gupta gave the ben-
efit of doubt to the ac-
cused while observing
that the prosecution
failed to prove the
charges against them.
On Saturday, a copy
of the order was made
available. The prosecu-
tion told the court that
the deceased woman got
married to the man
here in February 2012
and lived with her in-
laws in Bhiwandi town
of Thane. After some
days, they allegedly
forced the victim to get
money from her par-
ents. When she refused,
she was mentally and
physically harassed
and the man threatened
to divorce her. Follow-
ing this, the woman
committed suicide in
April 2015, the prosecu-
tion told the court.
A case was later reg-
istered against her
husband, mother-in-
law (80) and sister-in-
law (35) under Indian
Penal Code Sections
304B (dowry death),
498A (husband or his
relative subjecting
woman to cruelty), 323
(voluntarily causing
hurt), 504 (intentional
insult with intent to
provoke breach of
peace) and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation).
In his order, the judge
noted that the prosecu-
tion examined the de-
ceased’s brother and
father who deposed that
after the marriage there
were disputes between
the deceased and the ac-
cused on one or two oc-
casions over domestic
issues and they were
resolved amicably
.
Man booked for raping
cousin, 14, repeatedly
Mumbai (PTI): A man
has been booked for
allegedly raping his
14-year-old cousin sev-
eral times, the crime
coming to light after
the minor girl got
pregnant, a police of-
ficial said on Sunday
.
After a sonography
confirmed she was five
months’ pregnant, her
family approached the
Vakola police station in
Mumbai’s Santacruz
area on Saturday
.
“She has told us her
34-year-old cousin raped
her for the first time in
KarjatinRaigaddistrict.
Healsorapedherseveral
timesafterthat,”hesaid.
“We have registered a
case of rape under Indi-
an Penal Code and Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act pro-
visions and transferred
the case to Neral police
station, which has juris-
diction over Karjat. The
accused is at large and
efforts are on to nab
him,” he added.
lll
NRT-83 and
Bridge the Gap
Foundation
found out
about the sorry
state of affairs,
and decided to
build school
afresh with
modern
amenities
The school now has three new classrooms,including one which functions as a computer lab.—FILE PHOTO
HC gives bail to Nashik woman
arrested for niece’s ‘murder’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bom-
bay High Court re-
cently granted bail
to a woman, who
hails from Nashik,
arrested for alleged-
ly murdering her
niece in 2020.
A single judge bench
of Justice Prakash D
Naik on October 19
passed an order on the
bail plea of accused
Ahilyabai Vishnu Kale,
who was arrested for of-
fences punishable un-
der sections 302 (mur-
der) and 314 (punish-
ment for an act causing
death of a woman with
an intention to cause
the miscarriage of a
woman with child). The
FIR was registered at
Yeola City police sta-
tion in Nashik.
Ahilyabai was ar-
rested after Sangitabai
Bhorkade, her real sis-
ter, lodged a complaint
on August 01, 2020 that
her daughter Shakun-
tala was assaulted by
Ahilyabai causing her
death.
The deceased had
been living with the ac-
cused, who was her ma-
ternal aunt, following a
quarrel with her hus-
band. While staying
with her aunt, the de-
ceased allegedly devel-
oped a relationship
with her son and be-
came pregnant.
The court was told
that on the day of the
incident on July 13,
2020, Ahilyabai and
Sangitabai had a quar-
rel over the latter claim-
ing the accused’s son
was responsible for
pregnancy. In a fit of
rage, Ahilyabai alleg-
edly dragged Shakun-
tala, who was sleeping
on a cot, by holding her
legs. The deceased fell
down on the floor and
sustained injuries to
her head and became
unconscious. She was
taken to hospital by
Ahilyabai, where she
died during treatment.
Ahilyabai’s advocate
HeenaMistrysubmitted
that she was in custody
for over two years since
August 01, 2020 while
the probe was complete
with chargesheet filed
and that she has been
falsely implicated in the
case. Mistry said there
was delay in lodging of
FIRandthatthemedical
case papers indicate the
victim had fallen in the
bathroom.
SC allows parties to inspect
Navlakha’s medical reports
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court has al-
lowed the parties to
inspect the reports
filed by the hospital
regarding the health
status of Gautam
Navlakha (70), ac-
cused in the Bhima
Koregaon case.
A bench, compris-
ing of Justices KM Jo-
seph and Hrishikesh
Roy
, posted the matter
for hearing on Novem-
ber 09 after Solicitor
GeneralTusharMehta
toldthecourtthatNav-
lakha is being treated
in Mumbai’s Jaslok
hospital. The court
was hearing a plea of
Navlakha seeking di-
rection that he be
placedunderhousear-
rest instead of judicial
custody in Taloja jail.
Since the hospital
has filed the report,
the bench ordered,
“Parties are granted
liberty to inspect the
medical reports by Ja-
slok hospital.”
Earlier, the apex
court had allowed
the Superintendent
of Taloja prison to
shift jailed activist
Navlakha to Mum-
bai’s Jaslok hospital
for a check-up and
treatment. It had
said that receiving
medical treatment is
a prisoner’s funda-
mental right.
Navlakha had told
the bench that he has
colon cancer and re-
quires a colonoscopy
and also a check for
skin allergies and den-
tal issues.
National Investiga-
tion Agency had op-
posed Navlakha’s re-
quest for shifting him
to house arrest and for
a medical check-up.
Navlakha had
moved the top court
challenging the April
26 order of the Bom-
bay High Court which
had dismissed his plea
for house arrest over
apprehensions of lack
of adequate medical
and other basic facili-
ties in Taloja jail near
Mumbai where he is
currently lodged.
Gautam Navlakha.  —FILE PHOTO
Bombay HC
observed that prima
facie, assuming the
allegations in the
FIR to be true, the
applicant cannot be
attributed offence of
committing murder
BURDEN OF PROOF
LIGHT SHOW!
Youngsters pose with a “Tetrapod” at Girgaon Chowpatty in Mumbai, where a light-based public art installation has been set
up ahead of Diwali, on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
When the victim was taken for
treatment there are notings which
indicate that she had slipped in
the bathroom and suffered inju-
ries. There has been a delay in lodging the
FIR. The applicant is in custody for a peri-
od of about two years. Considering the fac-
tual aspects, bail can be granted to the ap-
plicant and application is allowed.

—Justice Prakash D Naik
Malvika Bansod Kaushal Dharmamer
The duo emerge
champions at the All
India Senior Ranking
badminton tournament
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Greetings on the occasion of Deepavali!
May Laxmi Maa bless us all with joy and
prosperity!
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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ne of the most
important reli-
gious celebra-
tions in India,
Diwali also spelt
Divali takes
place during a
five-day period from the
thirteenth day of the
dark half of the lunar
month Ashvina to the
second day of the light
half of the lunar month
Kartika. The phrase
Deepavali, which means
“row of lights” in San-
skrit, is where the name
originates. Generally
speaking, the event rep-
resents the triumph of
light over darkness. On
October 24, 2022, a holi-
day called the third day
of Diwali will be ob-
served.
Diwali celebrations
vary based on geogra-
phy and culture. The
most popular Hindu tra-
dition is burning diyas,
which are little earthen-
ware lamps filled with
oil, on the night of the
new moon to call the
goddess of riches Lak-
shmi to one’s side. Di-
wali’s essence lies in the
sloka, ‘Tamaso ma jy-
otirgamaya’ which
means ‘Lead me from
darkness to light’, As
per the Vedanta, every
pious individual has to
fill his heart with the oil
of love, light the wick
with the knowledge of
Truth and ward off in-
cognizance. It further
states that we can ignite
a light in many hearts
just like a Diya which
can light many Diyas.
This is also the festival
when sweets entice us
all day long.
The pious festival de-
picts the important mes-
sage of life which says
the divine light burns
within us and all around
us by eradicating the
darkness of ignorance
and other ills wreaking
havoc on humankind,
may this Diwali offer
pleasure and happiness
to everybody. Let the
Lights of Joy shine
throughout the world.
This Deepawali let us light our hearts with compassion, love and
care for all, beyond region, religion and borders!
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in
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HAPPY DIWALI
Jagdeesh Chandra during the Deepawali celebrations with
Anchors Megha Kaushik, Jayati Mishra  Tripti Gautam and also
(L-R) Gaurav Gaur, Sneha, Karishma, Muskan, Divisha, Sheena,
Devshree, Astha, Shrishti, Akanksha, Rewati, Shweta, Simran, Tanu,
Rutvi, Tanu, Shilpa, Sonam, Varunavi, Shreya, Yamini, Unnati, Akrit, Priya,
Tripti, Vinni, Raagini, Neelanjana and Ritu from Elite Miss Rajasthan
Priyanka and Sezal perform a traditional dance
Jagdeesh Chandra greets the Bharat24 family, seen here with
Ajay Kumar, Amrita, Anu, Sandeep Mishra and Syed Umar
Managing Editor Ajay Kumar welcomes Jagdeesh Chandra during
the Deepawali get-together at Bharat24 NOIDA office
Jagdeesh Chandra with Pt. Mukesh Shastri, Lalit Gangwani,
Jinendra Shekhawat, Ayushi Vijayvergia , Nandini Agarwal and others
Jagdeesh Chandra during Laxmi Pujan on Sunday, seen here with
Pt. Mukesh Shastri, Lalit Gangwani, Jinendra Shekhawat and others
Jagdeesh Chandra greeted Virendra Chaudhary Director, First India News
on the occasion of Deepawali, also present were Mohan Singh Tada and
Mahipal Chaudhary
Jagdeesh Chandra during Laxmi Pujan on Sunday at Newspaper office,
also seen are Pandits Mukesh Shastri  Manoj Sharma and Anita Hada
Pandits Mukesh Shastri  Manoj Sharma do Lakshmi Puja with Mukesh,
Dilip, Moni, Nikita, Mitali and others The First India family prays together for peace, health and prosperity
On Deepawali, we all welcome Goddess Lakshmi
with prosperity, good health and love into our
lives. Jagdeesh Chandra flanked by the Bharat24-
Vision of New India, First India News and First
India families’ welcomed Maa Lakshmi and
celebrated the
auspicious festival
with traditional
festivity and
togetherness
across the
offices at
Noida and
Jaipur.
Poornima
Mishra
The Puja Mandap
@BHARAT24 OFFICE!
@FIRST
INDIA
OFFICE!
FESTIVE GREETINGS!
@FIRST INDIA NEWS OFFICE!
Rewati Upadhyay
—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO
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