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	1. HC allows Uddhav-led  Sena to
hold Dussehra rally at Shivaji Park
First India Bureau
Mumbai: In a victory
for the Uddhav Thack-
eray-led Shiv Sena fac-
tion, the Bombay High
Court on Friday grant-
ed it permission to hold
its annual Dussehra
rally at the iconic
Shivaji Park ground in
central Mumbai.
For the Thackeray
faction, the develop-
ment has a symbolic
value as  Turn to P6
66-KM BROAD GAUGE
LINE LAUNCHED
Mumbai (PTI): A 66-km long
broad gauge line between
New Ashti and Ahmednagar
was inaugurated and a DEMU
train service was flagged off
between them on Friday. CM
Eknath Shinde attended the
function virtually, while Dy
CM Devendra Fadnavis was
present on the occasion.
Shiv Sena activists celebrate the HC ruling with sweets and
music outside party headquarters in Mumbai on Friday.
 —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
MUMBAI l SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNITITLE NO.MAHENG/2022/14652 lVol 1 l Issue No.138
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR, NEW DELHI  MUMBAI
DR M SRINIVAS
IS NEW
DIRECTOR OF
AIIMS DELHI
‘BHAGWAT-IMAM MEET NO DEVIATION FROM RSS LINE’
New Delhi: RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat’s visit to a mosque and his meeting with
the head of an organisation of imams were not a deviation from RSS line, its
senior leader Indresh Kumar said. He slammed Congress for saying Bhagwat’s
meeting with Umer Ahmed Ilyasi was due to “impact” of “Bharat Jodo Yatra”.
New Delhi: The Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet has approved the name of Dr M Srinivas as
the next Director of the All India Institute of Medical
Science (AIIMS) Delhi. Dr Srinivas is currently the
Dean of ESIC, Medical College  Hospital, Hyderabad.
EX-OLYMPIAN
DILIP TIRKEY IS
HOCKEY INDIA
PRESIDENT
New Delhi: Former India captain Dilip Tirkey, who
was the front-runner for Hockey India president,
was elected unopposed for the top job. The elections
were to be held on Oct 1 but results were declared in
advance as there were no contestants for any of posts.
BSE SENSEX 58098.92 1020.80 | NSE NIFTY 17327.30 302.50
INDIA’S FOCUS ON GREEN
GROWTH, GREEN JOBS: PM
New Delhi (ANI):
Drawing attention to the
netzeroemissionstarget
for the year 2070, Prime
MinisterNarendraModi
said on Friday that In-
dia’s focus is on green
growth and green jobs.
At the inauguration
of National Conference
of Environment Minis-
ters in Ekta Nagar, Gu-
jarat via video confer-
encing, Modi stressed
on the need to maintain
equilibrium with na-
ture and said the role of
environment minis-
tries of the states in
achieving these goals is
of vital importance.“I
urge all environment
ministers to promote a
circular economy as
much as possible in
states,” he said.
These steps will sig-
nificantly strengthen
the solid waste manage-
ment campaign and will
free us from the clutch-
es of single-use plastic,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said.
The Prime Minister
also underlined the
adoption of technology
in protecting the envi-
ronment.
India’s net zero emissions
target for the year 2070: Modi
PM says need is to maintain
equilibrium with the nature
India has set a target of net zero till
the year 2070. Now the focus of the
country is on growth, on green jobs.
And to achieve all these goals, the
role of the environment ministry of every state is
enormous. —Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
ENTHUSIASM HAS
RETURNED WITH
CHEETAH: MODI
UNION HOME MINISTER AMIT SHAH
REACHES BIHAR FOR TWO-DAY VISIT
New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Friday said a new
enthusiasm has returned
to the country from the
homecoming of Cheetah
in Madhya Pradesh re-
cently. He added that to-
day India is also a rapidly
developing economy, and
is continuously strength-
ening its ecology. While
inaugurating the National
Conference of Environ-
ment Ministers in Nar-
mada, Gujarat via video
conferencing, PM Modi
said, “A new enthusiasm
has returned from the
homecoming of Cheetah
in Madhya Pradesh a few
days ago.”
Patna: Union Home Minister Amit Shah reached Purnea
in the afternoon on a two-day visit to Bihar beginning
from Friday. This is his first visit to Bihar after CM Nitish
Kumar-led JD (U) broke ties with BJP. On Saturday, Shah
will visit the SSB camp and hold a review meeting with
security officials at the BSF camp in Kishanganj.
MEET POLITICAL LEADERS MORE OFTEN FROM ALL SIDES:
FORMER VICE PRSIDENT NAIDU TO PM NARENDRA MODI
New Delhi: Former vice president
M Venkaiah Naidu on Friday said
PM Narendra Modi should more
often meet political leadership
from all sides which may help
clear some “misunderstandings”
Opposition parties might have
about his methods. Naidu said
this at the launch of a book titled
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas Sabka
Vishwas – Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Speaks (May 2019-May
2020)” on the PM’s speeches.
Nitishbetrayedanti-Congress
politicsforPMambitions:Shah
Purnea (PTI): Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday claimed
that Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar backstabbed the
BJP to join hands with
RJD and Congress, in
order to fulfil his prime
ministerial ambitions.
Shah alleged that Ku-
mar does not have any
ideology
, so he gave up
socialism in favour of
caste-based politics.
“Nitish-ji, you did the
same thing in 2014. In
the 2024 LS polls, people
of Bihar will rout this
Mahagathbandhan.BJP
willformagovtwithfull
majority in 2025 assem-
bly polls,” he said.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah holds a mace during ‘Jana
Bhavna Mahasabha’, in Purnia on Friday. Union Minister for Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj Giriraj Singh and others.
`2,500-cr drug
haul case: 8
charge-sheeted
Mumbai: The Mumbai
police’s Anti-Narcotics
Cell (ANC) on Friday
submitted a voluminous
charge-sheet against
eight persons in a spe-
cial court in a case re-
lated to seizure of me-
phedrone worth around
Rs2,500crore,anofficial
said. The 4,818-page doc-
ument was filed in the
special court set up un-
der the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act (NDPS Act),
he said. The official said
the charge-sheet was
filed against eight ac-
cused persons.
EXPANSION OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL
Portugal, Ukraine back US demand
for including India, other countries
New Delhi (Agencies):
USPresidentJoeBiden’s
demand for the expan-
sion of the United Na-
tions Security Council
by including emerging
powers like India has re-
ceived the backing of
Portugal, Ukraine and
Japan. Leaders of these
three countries said the
UN’s most powerful
body must adapt to the
changing geopolitics.
Japanese PM Fumio
Kishida, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
have backed Biden’s de-
mand and inclusion of
India in the UNSC.
United Nations Security Council on the United Nations Headquarters.
Police personnel patrol during bandh, in Kochi on Friday.
ED GETS 7 DAY CUSTODY OF 3 PFI MEMBERS
New Delhi: Three Popular Front of India (PFI) members were
remanded to the Enforcement Directorate’s custody for seven
days in connection with alleged money laundering to support
terror activities. The ED produced Mohammed Parvez Ahmed
(PFI Delhi Prez), Iliyas Ahmed (PFI Delhi Gen Secy) and Abdul
Mukuit (PFI office Secy) before the Patiala House Court and
sought their seven days custodial remand which was granted.
PFI’s Kerala bandh: Stone
pelting at buses  vehicles
Thiruvananthapuram:
A day after Popular
Front of India leaders
were arrested in a mas-
sive country-wide raid,
theoutfit’sdawn-todusk
hartal began on Friday
and incidents of stone
pelting and attack on ve-
hicles including KSRTC
busesbyprotesterswere
reported from various
places in the state.
The shutdown in Ker-
ala was called by the
PFI to protest the arrest
of its members in na-
tionwide raids by the
NIA on Thursday
.
‘MODI CAN BE
PEACE BROKER’
Pittsburgh: Mexico has
proposed to the UN to set
up a committee that would
include India’s PM Naren-
dra Modi, Pope Francis,
and UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres to medi-
ate permanent peace
between Russia and
Ukraine. Marcelo Luis
Ebrard Casaubón, foreign
minister of Mexico, said
while participating in a
UNSC debate in New York.
INDIA DEFEAT AUS
IN 2ND MATCH
RAJ TO REPLY ON
COVID EX-GRATIA
Nagpur: Rohit Sharma’s
unbeaten 46 of 20 balls
helped India chase a
massive 91-run target to
level the series 1-1 in the
second T20I in Nagpur
here at the Vidarbha
Cricket Association (VCA)
Stadium in Nagpur which
was impacted by rain.
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday sought
a response from the
Rajasthan government
to a plea alleging non-
payment of ex-gratia
to the orphans and the
family members of those
persons who died of
COVID-19.
BJP LEADER’S SON
HELD FOR MURDER
Haridwar: BJP leader Vinod
Arya’s son, Pulkit Arya,
has been arrested for the
murder of a 19-year-old
woman from Pauri Garhwal
who worked at a resort he
owns at Rishikesh. Along
with Pulkit, his two staff
members, who have been
arrested too.  P6
READ
Crucial
Crucial
REQUESTED RAHUL TO BECOME PRESIDENT, HE
DENIED; NOW I WILL FILE NOMINATION: GEHLOT
Amit Mishra  Aditi Nagar
Kochi: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Friday confirmed his
candidature for the up-
coming Congress presi-
dent election and said
that Rahul Gandhi has
made it clear that “no
member of the Gandhi
family” would become
the next party chief.
Speaking to the me-
dia, Gehlot, who was in
Kerala to take part in
the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
said, “I said earlier that
I will request him (Ra-
hul Gandhi) to accept
this post when all the
Congress Committees
are passing resolutions
in this regard. He made
it clear that no one from
the Gandhi family will
become the next chief.
He said he has decided
this due to some rea-
sons, a non-Gandhi fam-
ily member will become
the party chief”.
When asked if it is
because of the BJP’s al-
legations of nepotism,
he said, “Rahul Gandhi
said it in 2019 that he
would work more with-
out any post. He had
said this in the working
committee. He said that
he still stands on his
statement that he
would work for the par-
ty without a post, as the
party says.”
“It’s decided that I’ll
contest (for the post of
Congress president). I’ll
fix the date soon (to file
nomination). It’s a need
for the Opposition to be
strong, looking at the
current position of the
country,” he said while
adding that Congress
General Secretary Ajay
Maken and party inter-
imPresidentSoniaGan-
dhi will decide the fur-
therproceedings(which
inclued the CM face for
Rajasthan) “if he be-
comes the president”.
CM Ashok Gehlot being felicitated by Balasaheb Thorat during the joint birth anniversary celebrations of freedom fighter Bhausaheb
Thorat and pioneer of Green Revolution Dr. Annasaheb Shinde on Friday at Ahmednagar in Maharashtra. Govind Singh Dotasra,
Chhagan Bhujbal, Dr. Sudhir Tambe and others are also seen.
PILOT ASKED TO BE IN JAIPUR
TILL FINAL DECISION TAKEN
Amid hectic lobbying in the Congress on the issue of
the Rajasthan leadership, the party top brass has asked
Sachin Pilot to stay put in Jaipur and meet MLAs till a
final decision is taken. Pilot flew to Jaipur on Friday after
being in Bharat Jodo Yatra and is waiting for the deci-
sion. Pilot, the former Deputy CM, is a strong contender
for the Chief Ministership while hectic lobbying is going
on in the state with names of GS Dotasra and CP Joshi
also doing the rounds. (Agencies)
 


	2. First India Bureau
Mumbai:  The Maha-
rashtra Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS) on
Thursday arrested 20
activists of the Popu-
lar Front of India
(PFI) in the state as
part of a nation-wide
multi-agency opera-
tion. The accused
were indulging in un-
lawful activities, pro-
moting enmity among
communities and
waging a war against
the country, said an
ATS official.
The multi-agency op-
eration led by the Na-
tional Investigation
Agency (NIA) resulted
in the arrest of 106 PFI
activists in 11 states for
allegedly supporting
terror activities across
the country
.
In Maharashtra,
raids were conducted
by various ATS teams
in Mumbai, Navi Mum-
bai, Thane, Aurang-
abad, Pune, Kolhapur,
Beed, Parbhani, Nand-
ed, Malegaon (in Na-
shik district) and Jal-
gaon, said an official.
The ATS teams ar-
rested at least 20 people
from various places and
seized important docu-
ments, he said.
The anti-terror agen-
cy registered four of-
fences in Mumbai, Na-
shik, Aurangabad and
Nanded under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sec-
tions including 153-A
(promoting enmity be-
tween different groups
on grounds of religion,
race, place of birth,
residence, language,
etc., and doing acts prej-
udicial to maintenance
of harmony), 121A
(waging war against the
government) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy)
besides provisions of
the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).
A court in Mumbai
remanded five of the ac-
cused in ATS custody
till September 26.
The organization
held a press conference
in Pune to condemn
what it termed as “un-
just arrests and harass-
ment” of its leaders and
a “witch-hunt” against
its supporters. The
NIA’s claims are base-
less, it added.
Nagpur (PTI): Maha-
rashtra Legislative
Assembly Speaker,
Rahul Narwekar, on
Thursday said that
nobody’s voice will be
suppressed in the
House. He also
warned, “unparlia-
mentary conduct by
any member will not
be tolerated either”.
He described the
Lower House of the
state legislature as a
“premiere” legislative
body in the country
.
Narwekar was in
Nagpur to oversee the
new facilities being put
in place at the Vidhan
Bhavan, where the win-
ter session of the state
legislature is planned to
be held from December
19. It was his first visit to
Nagpur after assuming
his new position.
Interacting with re-
porters at the ‘Meet the
Press’ conference at the
PressClubof Nagpur,he
said the duration of the
winter session will be
decided in the meeting
of the Business Adviso-
ry Committee (BAC).
When asked about
his views on the behav-
iour of legislators dur-
ing the Assembly ses-
sion, he said, “In my
maiden speech as a
speaker, I had said that
nobody’s voice will be
suppressed, but at the
same time no kind of
unparliamentary con-
duct will be tolerated.”
Hence, legislators will
have the opportunity to
express themselves as
pertherulesandthepar-
liamentary democracy
.
However, no unparlia-
mentary conduct will be
tolerated as it affects the
House and people of the
state, he said.
Narvekar noted that
in the last Assembly ses-
sion, around 9.5 hours
of business was trans-
acted everyday and it is
expected to continue in
the upcoming session.
“I feel the Vidhan
Sabha is a premiere leg-
islative body and our
members/legislators
conduct themselves
veryresponsibly
.Hence,
I am confident that in
the coming times the
legislators will work in
the session keeping
their responsibilities in
mind,” he said.
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New Delhi: National
High Speed Railway
Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) has invited
bids for the construc-
tion of a 21-km-long
tunnel, seven km of
which will be under
the sea, for the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail Corridor.
The work on the cor-
ridor has gained mo-
mentum after the
change in government
in Maharashtra, with
tenders, which were
previously floated and
withdrawn, being re-
newed again, said
sources on Friday
.
Considered the high-
light of the project, the
tunnel will be built be-
tween the underground
station at Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) and
Shilphata in Thane dis-
trict of Maharashtra
—Fthus connecting the
two cities.
The tunnel will be
built using a tunnel bor-
ing machine and the
New Austrian Tun-
neling Method (NATM),
according to the tender
document.
The seven-km under-
sea tunnel at Thane
Creek will be the first
undersea tunnel to
come up in the country
.
The tunnel will be a
single-tube tunnel to ac-
commodate twin tracks.
The section will include
the construction of 39
equipment rooms at 37
locations adjoining the
tunnel location.
To construct this tun-
nel, a tunnel boring ma-
chine with a cutter head
of 13.1m diameter will
be used. Usu,ally 5-6m
diameter cutter heads
are used for urban tun-
nels used in the MRTS
Metro system.
Three TBMs will be
used to make about
16km of the tunnel por-
tion and the remaining
5km will be through
NATM.
This tunnel will be
about 25 to 65m deep
from the ground level
and the deepest con-
struction point will be
114m below the Parsik
hill near Shilphata.
The last date for bid
submission is January
19, 2023.
The bids for the de-
sign and construction
of underground BKC
high-speed rail station,
including cut and cover
length of 467m and ven-
tilation shaft of 66m,
was floated on July 22
and bids submission
end date is October 22.
First India Bureau
Pune: Assuring sup-
port of ruling ally
Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over the
draft policy on sale of
wines at supermar-
kets, state Excise
Minister Shambhuraj
Desai, said, “The Ma-
harashtra govern-
ment has received
people’s feedback on
a draft policy allow-
ing sale of wines in
supermarkets. I am
sure that the ruling
ally BJP would not
oppose it.”
The previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government had al-
lowed wine sale in su-
permarkets but the BJP
,
then in opposition, had
opposed it.
“We had put the draft
policy in the public do-
main to seek people’s
suggestions and objec-
tions. By July-end, we
received them, however,
due to the political de-
velopments I could not
focus on it,” Desai told
reporters in Pune.
“Once I receive the
details, I will further
study it region-wise and
check the opinions of
people from rural as
well as urban areas.
Then I shall brief Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de and Deputy CM Dev-
endra Fadnavis follow-
ing which, the draft will
go to the cabinet,” said
Desai.
He was confident that
his colleagues in the
BJP would not oppose
the policy if it was in
the interest of the state.
AIMIM OFFICE VANDALIZED BY GROUP
OF UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS IN MUMBRA
POLICIES OF BMC FORCED MARATHI
PEOPLE TO MOVE OUT: NARAYAN RANE
Thane: A group of unidentified persons alleg-
edly vandalized the office of the All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) at Mumbra in Thane
city of the state, said police officials on Friday. The
incident occurred at around 10 pm on Thursday,
informed Senior Inspector Ashok Kadlag of Mumbra
police station. A video of the attack has also surfaced
on social media. “A group of around a dozen uniden-
tified persons attacked the AIMIM office in Mumbra.
Based on a complaint, an offence was registered.”
Mumbai: Union minister Narayan Rane on
Thursday hit out at Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray, blaming him for “bringing down”
the Marathi speakers’ population in Mumbai.
Speaking to reporters in Mumbai, Rane said,
“It was the policies of the Uddhav Thackeray-
controlled Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) that forced the Marathi people to leave
the city. He is solely responsible for bringing
down the Marathi percentage here.”
CRUCIAL READ
‘No voice will be suppressed in Maha Assembly’
EQUAL PLATFORM
Maha Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar  —FILE PHOTO
There will be zero tolerance
for unparliamentary conduct,
warns Speaker Narwekar
NHSRCL FLOATS TENDER TO BUILD KEY BULLET TRAIN TUNNEL
Work on the bullet train project has gained momentum after recent collapse of MVA govt in Maha. 
Final date for submission of bids for
the underground track of Mumbai-
Ahmedabad line is January 19, 2023
INITIAL FAILURES
PFI members being produced in court. —PHOTO BY ANI
CRACKDOWN ON PFI
20 members arrested in Maha
Organization terms it a ‘witch hunt’ against
supporters; dismisses NIA’s claim as ‘baseless’
PFI ACTIVISTS DETAINED DURING PPROTEST
‘MHA may have had
inputs in NIA action’
Nagpur (PTI): Sen-
ior Nationalist
Congress Party
(NCP) leader and
former state Home
Minister, Dilip
Walse-Patil, on Fri-
day said the action
by the National In-
vestigation Agency
(NIA) against the
Popular Front of
India (PFI) across
Maharashtra a day
earlier took place
as the Union Home
Ministry may have
had some inputs.
In a massive crack-
down on the PFI,
multi-agency teams
spearheaded by the
NIA had, on Thurs-
day
, arrested 106 lead-
ers and activists of
the radical Islamic
outfit in near simul-
taneous raids in 15
states for allegedly
supporting terror ac-
tivitiesinthecountry
.
Twenty activists of
the outfit were held
from Maharashtra.
“The Union Home
Ministry may have
got inputs, and that
is why the raids were
conducted across the
country and not just
M a h a r a s h t r a , ”
Walse-Patil told re-
porters in Nagpur.
When asked about
a “survey” of vari-
ous aspects of the
Muslim community
being carried out by
the state govern-
ment, Walse-Patil
said the ruling dis-
pensation should
announce if it had
plans to give reser-
vations to the Mus-
lim community.
“It is not clear why
this survey is being
carried out,” added
the former minister.
The Maharashtra
government has
commissioned a de-
tailed study to assess
the social, financial
and educational sta-
tus of the Muslim
community in 56 cit-
ies of the state.
Pune (PTI): More than 35 members of the Popular
Front of India (PFI) were detained on Friday while
protesting outside the Pune district Collector-
ate against nationwide raids on the outfit by the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) a day earlier.
Senior Inspector Pratap Mankar of Bundgar-
den police station said 35-40 PFI activists were
detained as they did not have permission from
authorities to hold a protest. The PFI, formed in
2006, claims to strive for a neo-social movement
ostensibly for the empowerment of marginalized
sections of India, and is often accused by law
enforcement agencies of promoting radical Islam.
Dilip Walse-Patil
Excise Min Shambhuraj Desai
NCP leader Walse-
Patil reasons why
agency raids were
conducted across
India and not only
in Maharashtra
State excise minister
reasoned that the
policy may not face
hurdles if it benefits
farmers
‘Confident BJP will not
oppose wine sale policy’
Health Dept to use app for
transparency in staff transfers
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra Public Health
Department is devel-
oping a mobile phone
application, which
will be used in the
transfer of its staff
and medical officers.
Speaking on Thurs-
day, state Health Minis-
ter, Tanaji Sawant, said
the app will bring trans-
parency in the transfer
process.
“The Public Health
Department is current-
ly developing an app for
the transfer of its em-
ployees. All the staff—
from grade A to grade
D, health directors to
nurses and ward boys—
will be transferred in a
transparent manner
once they complete
their tenure in the cur-
rent service,” he said.
Generally, a state
Health Department em-
ployee is expected to oc-
cupy one post for three
consecutive years, he
said, adding that those
who complete their ten-
ure can fill their details
on the app followed by
submission of three
choices for the transfer.
“Every employee will
get a stipulated time
frame to fill such details
from his or her own log-
inIDforthetransfer.The
decision on employee’s
transfer will then be tak-
en and uploaded on the
app,” said Sawant.
Whenaskedaboutsev-
eral posts in the depart-
ment lying vacant,
Swant said, “The agen-
cies that help at the na-
tional level for conduct-
ing recruitment exams
such as TCS, Infosys and
MKCL, will be deputed
for recruitment.”
Every employee will be asked
to select three options for
transfer. —FILE PHOTO
—FILE
PHOTO
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3 SIBLINGS WHO LOST THEIR WAY
REUNITED WITH PARENTS IN THANE
POLICE ‘PATILS’ IN PALGHAR TO GET
BLUE JACKETS FOR IDENTIFICATION
COMPOUND WALL OF
CIVIC SCHOOL FALLS,
NONE INJURED
MAN GETS VIDEO
CALL THREATENING
BLAST IN COUNTRY
Thane: Three siblings in the 5-10 age group, who
left home in the Ambivili area of Thane district
and were loitering at the local railway station after
getting lost, were reunited with their parents by
police. The children,
including two girls, had
left home on Thursday
when their parents had
gone out to work and
reached Ambivili railway
station. “A woman constable took the help of a
social worker and traced the mother, who works
as a domestic help in the area,” Inspector Avi-
nash Andale of Kalyan railway police said.
Palghar: Police ‘patils’ (a village level liaison per-
son for the police) in Palghar district will be given
blue jackets as a mark of identification, Superin-
tendent of Police Balasaheb Patil said on Friday.
Patil, who came up with the idea, said it is a first
for any police unit in the state. He also oversaw a
training programme for 244 police ‘patils’ in the
district during the day.
Thane: Some portion
of a compound wall of
a civic school collapsed
in Thane city on Friday
morning, but nobody
was injured. The incident
occurred around 9.30
am, Chief of the Regional
Disaster Management
Cell (RDMC) of the
Thane Municipal Cor-
poration (TMC) Avinash
Sawant, said. “A part
of the protection wall
of the municipal school
number 18, located in
Parab Wadi near Dnyan
Sadhana College col-
lapsed. On being alerted,
a fire brigade team and
RDMC personnel rushed
to the spot and cleared
the debris,” he said.
Mumbai: The Mumbai
police have registered
an offence against uni-
dentified persons after
a man in suburban San-
tacruz allegedly received
a video call threatening
about a bomb blast in
the country, an official
said on Friday. Rafat
Hussain (55) allegedly
received a video call on
Tuesday from uniden-
tified persons who
claimed that they would
be carrying out a bomb
blast in the country. He
then approached San-
tacruz police station and
lodged a complaint, fol-
lowing which an FIR has
been registered against
unidentified persons.
CRUCIAL READ
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Amid an out-
break of lumpy skin
disease (LSD) in cattle,
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) has started
vaccinating cows
against the disease.
So far, the civic body
has vaccinated 2,203
cows in Mumbai while
the remaining cows will
bevaccinatednextweek.
According to the noti-
fication issued by the
state government, the
BMC administration is
taking various meas-
ures in the municipal
area keeping in view the
possibility of an out-
break of a lumpy virus
that is mainly found in
cattle.
The pesticide depart-
ment has also started
fogging,andpestcontrol
measures in cowsheds
and surrounding areas
have been initiated.
According to the 2019
Animal Census, there
are 3,226 cows and 24,388
buffaloes in the BMC
area. Out of these, cows
are being vaccinated as
per the prescribed prior-
ity for the prevention of
lumpy
.
LSD is a viral disease
that affects cattle. It is
transmitted by blood-
feeding insects and can
lead to the death of the
cattle.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Crime
branch of the Mum-
bai police arrested
two people for alleg-
edly duping people
by promising loans
worth crores of ru-
peesfromaRajasthan-
based ‘royal’ family
.
According to a police
official, the accused ap-
proached businessmen
who were unable to get
loans from banks due to
previous non-perform-
ing accounts (NPA).
The duo would prom-
ise to help them obtain
low-interest loans from
a royal family in Ra-
jasthan, but then de-
mand money in the
form of various fees.
However, after receiv-
ing the ‘fees’, the ac-
cused would vanish, he
said.
Another person,
their accomplice who
pretended to be a mem-
ber of the so-called roy-
al family or a senior
bank official was want-
ed in the case, the crime
branch official said.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: After two
years of muted cele-
brations, this year or-
ganizers are planning
to celebrate Navratri
on a larger scale, and
Mumbai is all decked
up to celebrate the fes-
tival with full enthusi-
asm.
The nine-day-long fes-
tival will commence on
September 26 and con-
tinue till October 04.
According to Adhwait
Pedhamkar, joint secre-
tary of Lalbaug Sarva-
janik Utsav Mandal,
since there are no re-
strictions,weareexpect-
ing more footfall this
year. The mandal will
organize ‘Bhandara’
(Maha prasad) on ‘Koja-
giri Purnima’, which is
on October 09. Around
2,500devoteesareexpect-
ed to take this ‘prasad’.
Festival organizers expect surge in footfall this year
NAVRATRI 2022
After two years of muted celebrations
due to COVID-19, organizers are planning
to celebrate Navratri on a large scale
Artistes give final touches to the idols of Goddess Durga, at a
Lalbaug area workshop, in Mumbai.  —PHOTO BY ANI
LSD is a viral disease that affects cattle.  —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport
(CSMIA) will be clos-
ing its runways for
repair and mainte-
nance works on Oc-
tober 18, said CSMIA
in a statement.
“Runways 14/32 and
9/27willbeclosedfrom
11 am to 5 pm on Octo-
ber 18,” the authority
said on Thursday
.
“As part of its post-
monsoon preventive
maintenance of run-
way intersection, ma-
jor work like runway
edge lights for runway
14/32, upgradation of
AGL (Aeronautical
ground lights), among
other major tasks will
be undertaken,” it
read adding, “With
more than 800 flights
landing and taking off
each day, this yearly
practice of runway
maintenance post
monsoons is a part of
series of measures
taken to ensure opera-
tional continuity and
passenger safety
.”
Flights have been
rescheduled effective-
ly with the help of
customers and key
stakeholders to en-
sure smooth comple-
tion of maintenance;
the statement further
added.
The Airport author-
ity has also sought co-
operation from the
passengers .
MUM INT’L AIRPORT TO CLOSE
RUNWAYSFORREPAIRSONOCT18
—FILE PHOTO
The maintenance work is part of series
of measures taken to ensure operational
continuity and passenger safety
2,203 cows vaccinated by
BMC against Lumpy virus
Two arrested for cheating
bizmen by promising loans
Fogging and pest
control measures
in cowsheds have
been initiated
The accused would
trap bizmen to get
low-interest loans
from a royal family
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A 25-year-
old woman took to
her Twitter handle to
reveal how insensi-
tively the railway po-
lice treated her when
she went to report
that she had been
sexually harassed in
a Mumbai local train.
In a long Twitter
thread, the woman—
who is a lawyer by pro-
fession—said that the
police needed to be sen-
sitized about how to be-
have with victims of
such incidents. The in-
cident occurred on
Wednesday morning
when she was travelling
to her workplace from
Cotton Green to Jogesh-
wari, on Central Rail-
way’s Harbour Line.
According to the po-
lice, a man, around 40
years old and apparent-
ly mentally unstable,
boarded the ladies’ first-
class compartment. As
the train approached
Jogeshwari station, he
sexually harassed the
woman before jumping
out and fleeing.
“Upon reaching the
Andheri Railway police
station, I was visibly
distressed and crying.
As I spoke to the police
in-charge and told
them I was molested…,
the first question he
asked me was ‘Molesta-
tion kya hota hai?’
(What is molestation),”
the woman had written
in a tweet.
She was made to nar-
rate the incident three-
four times and her
statement was record-
ed after three long
hours at the Andheri
Railway police station,
she claimed.
Then she was told
that the case fell under
the jurisdiction of the
Borivali railway police
station, she said. In the
evening she was sum-
moned there to identify
the perpetrator in
CCTV footage.
“I have to go back
and relive the most
traumatic day of my
life again because the
Andheri railway police
did not forward the de-
tails of the exact per-
son who did this to
me,” she wrote.
Highlighting her
good fortune, the lawyer
stated, “Today scares
me. I am a privileged
woman living close to
South Bombay…. I am
educated and financial-
ly independent. Being
an advocate helps be-
cause I know the exact
ambit of the duties of
the police.”
She wrote that “the
way our police handle
these situations is ab-
solutely heart-break-
ing.” If she had been
“from a minority, from
a weaker economic
background, someone
who wasn’t aware of
those rights”, her situ-
ation would have been
much worse, she said.
MOLESTATION VICTIM SLAMS
COPS FOR ‘INSENSITIVITY’
The25-yr-oldtooktoTwitterandcalledoutpersonnelfornotlodging
complaintimmediately,summoningherforCCTVIDofaccusedtwice
The incident occurred when the victim was travelling to her workplace from Cotton Green to Jogeshwari.
The Government
Railway Police (GRP)
expressed their regret
in a tweet. “Ma’am,
we deeply regret the
inconvenience caused
to you… we appreciate
your cooperation….
We have noted your
account of our person-
nel’s behaviour and will
sensitise them accord-
ingly,” it said. The GRP
said that Borivali GRP
was investigating the
case, with the deputy
commissioner of police,
western zone, supervis-
ing it. The GRP also
said that efforts were on
to nab the accused.
BEST TO OPERATE DOUBLE-DECKER
HO-HO AC BUS SERVICES FOR NAVRATRI
Mumbai: From September 26 to October 04, the Brihan-
mumbai Electric Supply  Transport Undertaking (BEST)
will run additional services of open-deck double-decker
buses and AC e-buses for citizens in order to make it
easier for travellers to move around the city until late
at night for ‘garba’ and ‘darshan’ of the goddess during
the Navratri festival. According to BEST spokesperson
Manoj Varade, “Our special bus services will operate from
evening till midnight or until traffic ends.” Open-deck
buses with the Hop On/Hop Off option would run from the
Gateway of India to Juhu Beach via Maharshi Karve Road,
Tardeo, Haji Ali, Worli Seaface, Bandra SV Road, Linking
Road, and Juhu Tara Road. The bus fare for open deck
service will be Rs150 and for AC bus the fare will be Rs60
during Navratri festival period.
GRP APOLOGIZES WITH TWEET
Upon reach-
ing the And-
heri Railway
police station, I was
visibly distressed and
crying. As I spoke to
the police in-charge
and told them I was
molested…, the first
question he asked me
was ‘Molestation kya
hota hai?’ (What is
molestation).”
—25-year-old victim
MUMBAIKARS’ DAY OUT!
Taking advantage of pleasant weather, people were spotted enjoying boat rides and street
snacks at Juhu Beach in Mumbai. Despite a forecast of cloudy skies, the city witnessed cooler
but sunny climate.  —PHOTOS BY ANI
Accused in police custody.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
This one’s for all those
times you made an excuse
for not accomplishing
your goals.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
India will take over G20 Presidency from
Indonesia in December this year. In my
meeting with H.E @ZUL_Hasan, the
Chair of the Trade, Investment  Industry
Ministerial Meeting at #G20Indonesia,
extended India’s full support leading up
to the Summit in Bali later this year.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Sought blessings of Maa Kali at the
Dakshineswar Kali Temple in Kolkata.
Situated on the banks of Hooghly, the
divine temple was founded by Rani
Rashmoni in 1855. A Hindu navratna
temple and a Shakti-Peetha, it is one of
the holiest and most revered temples
in our country.
TOP TWEETS
HATE CRIMES ARE
MAKING CANADA
UNSAFE FOR THE
INDIAN DIASPORA
ndia is watching hate
crimes rising against
Indians in Canada’s
Ontario province and
has accordingly cau-
tioned students going there. Ac-
cording to Statistics Canada
therewasa72percentincreasein
hate crime rate between 2019 and
2021. Partly
, it was said to be due
to the pandemic “which exacer-
bated safety and discrimination
issues”. In the recent past hate
crimes against Indians have in-
creasedwithtwoIndianstudents
being shot early this month.
This and a rise in anti-India
activities have forced the Minis-
try of External Affairs to issue
an advisory for Indians living in
Canada asking them to be vigi-
lant.
Canada is a sanctuary for pro-
Khalistan activists and, regret-
tably, the Canadian government
has done little to check the Khal-
istanis or act against those in-
volved in hate crime. As Paki-
stan is ever ready to fish in such
troubled waters and keeps incit-
ing the anti-India elements.
The once immigrant-friendly
country, Canada is becoming
relatively unsafe. It, however,
remains a preferred destination
for Indians.
I
here are conflict-
ing arguments for
and against hijab.
The argument put
forth by Muslim
students of Karnataka, who
were barred from entering
schools wearing hijab, is that
the head scarf protects their
privacy and it is an essential
part of clothing as per Islam-
ic faith. The girls’ lawyer ar-
gued in the Supreme Court
that not allowing hijab has
led to increased dropout of
Muslim students from
schools. Senior advocates Yu-
suf H. Muchhala and Salman
Khurshid, representing the
pro-hijab petitioners in the
Supreme Court, argued that
the court was ill-equipped to
interpret the Quran due to its
insufficient proficiency in
Arabic. Hijab, they argued, is
a Muslim woman’s “choice
of cloth to feel empowered as
well as protect her dignity”.
Far away in Iran women
are having an issue for an en-
tirely different reason. As-
suming that they have better
proficiency in Arabic and,
therefore, they can interpret
the Quran, their protest
“Woman, life, freedom” is
against hijab and Iran’s mo-
rality police. The worst wave
of protests to rock Iran in
recent years was triggered by
the death in custody of Kurd-
ish woman Mahsa Amini.
The morality police accused
her of not wearing her hijab
properly and allegedly as-
saulted her leading to Ami-
ni’s death. In protest Iranian
women are not only burning
their head scarves on roads
but also cutting their hair.
The pro-hijab groups can
argue that the Shia Islam is
different from that of Sunnis
so comparisons should be
avoided. The hijab should be
viewed as apparel that re-
stricts women’s freedom but
one will have to wait for the
Supreme Court’s verdict.
TWO VIEWS ON HIJAB:
WEAR IT; BURN IT
The pro-hijab groups can
argue that the Shia Islam
is different from that of
Sunnis so comparisons
should be avoided. The
hijab should be viewed as
apparel that restricts
women’s freedom but
one will have to wait for
the SC’s verdict
T
WHAT WERE MODI AND PUTIN
REALLY TALKING ABOUT?
There are nevertheless three
compelling reasons to
suppose that a Ukrainian
victory is less imminent
than adepts of turning
points are inclined to
believe. The first is obvious
fact that even after change of
fortune  exceptional
pressure on their own
resources, Russia is still a
stronger force than Ukraine
fter the apparent success of a
Ukrainian counter-offensive,
politicians and the media
have taken to evoking what
they see as a “turning-point.”
Doughty warriors such as
General David Petraeus, for
example, have expressed in
the media their counter-intu-
itive belief that Ukraine can
win the war. Earlier this year,
in May, Patraeus had already
asserted that “Ukraine has
won,” so no one should be
surprised to learn that he
now believes the Ukrainians
can win. Turning points are
always good for believers.
There are nevertheless
three compelling reasons to
suppose that a Ukrainian vic-
tory is less imminent than
the adepts of turning points
are inclined to believe. The
first is the obvious fact that
even after the change of for-
tune and exceptional pres-
sure on their own resources,
Russia still represents a
stronger force than Ukraine.
That would point to a stale-
mate rather than a victory for
either side. The second is that
the decision-makers in the
White House, the Pentagon
and Congress appear to favor
a lasting standoff to a deci-
sive victory
. The third is that
the apparent triumphs of
September may be eclipsed
by the imminent bad news
developing in Europe, as the
cost of electricity and heat-
ing begins to skyrocket at the
approach of winter.
Without the kind of high-
level political solidarity that
European governments have
demonstrated throughout
the spring and summer, a
Ukrainian victory is unim-
aginable. Many European
governments will soon find
themselves under serious
pressure coming from their
populations that were not
consulted on a commitment
to war, especially a prolonged
war. The people are less like-
ly than ever over the past
seven decades to identify
with the idea of following the
dictates of Washington and
London. They now find them-
selves trapped in apparently
uncontrollable inflation cou-
pled with an ever more likely
recession. After the chaotic
US withdrawal from Afghan-
istan last year, Europeans are
less inclined to believe that
the US can be trusted as their
ally and protector.
The problem is becoming
more severe in the rest of the
world. Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has bravely
resisted all the blandish-
ments and subtle pressure of
the US to align with the West
against Russia. But the West
has never given up hope that
that might change. Last
week, Modi met with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan and
made headlines in the West,
who applauded Modi for chal-
lenging the Russian leader.
The headline of an article by
Mary Ilyushina in The Wash-
ington Post stated, “Modi re-
bukes Putin over his war in
Ukraine.” In the meeting
Modi famously said: “Today’s
era is not an era of war, and
I have spoken to you on the
phone about this.”
ERA OF WAR
Any moment in history
, even
those epochs in which people
believe that peace is the norm
made inevitable by their pro-
claimed belief in the ideals of
democratic harmony
, the rule
of law and a prosperous glo-
balized economy from which
everyone is expected to gain
an advantage.
CONTEXTUAL NOTE
Should this be called a re-
buke? Only Western media,
desperately seeking to inter-
pret any remark that isn’t
praise as condemnation
could consider this a repri-
mand, reproach or rebuke.
Business Insider avoids us-
ing the word rebuke and in-
stead, more accurately, calls
it a “remark.” But using in
the same sentence the now
obligatory epithet “unpro-
voked war,” the author con-
veys a similar meaning and
even suggests that it is part of
a global trend. “The Russian
president’s remarks to his In-
dian counterpart echoed
comments on Russia’s unpro-
voked war in Ukraine that he
made to Chinese leader Xi
Jinping the day prior. ‘We
highly value the balanced po-
sition of our Chinese friends
when it comes to the Ukraine
crisis,” Putin said to Xi at the
summit in Uzbekistan.’”
SOURCE: FAIROBSERVER
A
PETER ISACKSON
The writer is Fair Observer’s
Chief Strategy Sfficer
The headline of an
article by Mary Ilyushina
in The Washington Post
stated, “Modi rebukes
Putin over his war in
Ukraine.” In the
meeting Modi famously
said: “Today’s era is not
an era of war, and I
have spoken to you on
the phone about this”
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Can Cong give message by holding polls?
‘It is nonsense that if elections are held, the party will break or Shashi Tharoor is being contested under some conspiracy’
Mahesh Sharma
New Delhi: There is
every possibility of
elections for the new
president of the Con-
gress party this time. If
elections are held and
there is a contest be-
tween leaders outside
the Nehru-Gandhi fam-
ily, then the country’s
oldest party Congress
can give a message of
internal democracy
through it. It is non-
sense that if elections
are held, the party will
break or Shashi Tha-
roor is being contested
under some conspiracy
.
If the party has to
break, it will break any-
way. In the states, the
party is breaking down.
If big leaders are leav-
ing, then it is not right
to not hold elections in
this concern or talk
about consensus for the
post of president. It
seems that Sonia Gan-
dhi has made up her
mind to get rid of the
charges of dynasty to
some extent by holding
elections this time.
That is when it is be-
ing said that she gave
the green signal to
Shashi Tharoor to con-
test the elections. It is
alsopossiblethatShashi
Tharoor has been asked
to fight on behalf of the
party high command.
Making a leader of So-
nia’s own choice as par-
ty president who is loy-
al to the family
, without
conducting an election,
does not give the mes-
sage which will be given
by the election between
two leaders. Everyone
knows that if Ashok Ge-
hlot contests elections
and gets support from
Gandhi family, he will
win with a big margin.
Despite this, having an
election would create
his legitimacy and im-
pose his moral authori-
ty
. So, if Tharoor is
fightingonthebehestof
anti-family leaders in
the party
, then it is also
good and if he is con-
testing on the signal of
the Congress’ ‘first fam-
ily’, then too it is good.
It is always a better op-
tion to hold elections
than to impose a presi-
dent.
Shashi Tharoor Sonia Gandhi
With Cong Prez being ‘elected’, perhaps
party wouldn’t mind to elect its WC too!
Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: Since the
‘election’ of the Con-
gress President will be
conducted soon, simi-
larly, following the same
lines, if even half of the
working committee
members are elected, it
will be even better for
the party
. The members
of the Working Commit-
tee have not been elect-
ed in Congress for a
long time. According to
the Congress constitu-
tion, out of 23 members
of the Working Commit-
tee, 12 members will be
nominated by the Con-
gress President and 11
members will be elect-
ed. Madhusudan Mistry
,
the head of the Con-
gress’s election author-
ity, has also announced
this. If there are more
than 11 nominations for
the remaining 11 mem-
bers in addition to the
12 nominated members,
then voting will be held.
After Sonia Gandhi be-
came the Congress Pres-
ident, for the first time
in 24 years, the mem-
bers of the Working
Committee may be
elected. Although the
delegates who elect the
working committee will
be of the choice of the
Cong President, there-
fore the leader of the
President’s choice will
be elected, despite this,
it will be a good thing to
have an election.
Before this, the last
time the members of
CWC were elected was
in 1997 in the Calcutta
session. From Pranab
Mukherjee to Sharad
Pawar and Ahmed Patel
to Arjun Singh, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, Madhav Rao
Scindia, Jitendra Pras-
ad and Tariq Anwar,
everyone was elected
president.
DIGVIJAY SINGH NOT TO CONTEST
CONGRESS PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Madhya Pradesh(ANI):
Clearing the air of
speculation over his
nomination for the All
India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) presiden-
tial election Congress
leader Digvijay Singh
on Friday said that he
was not in the race
for the party chief.
Addressing a press
conference in Jabal-
pur, the veteran leader
said that he would
not contest the Cong
Presidential election,
but he would follow the
instruction given to him
by the higher authority
in the party.
HOODA MEETS SONIA GANDHI AHEAD
OF CONGRESS PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
CONGRESS’S STERN MESSAGE AFTER
PARTY LEADER TAUNTS THAROOR
‘REFRAIN FROM
COMMENTING
ON CANDIDATES’
CONG PREZ
ELECTION IS
SHAM: BJP
New Delhi (ANI): Haryana Cong leader Bhupinder
Hooda met Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi
in Delhi on Friday. This comes ahead of the Cong
presidential election. “In our meeting today, we
spoke about the party and how to strengthen it. She
said that she has a neutral stand regarding the Con-
gress president election” Hooda said. Cong General
Secy Madhusudan Mistry, via an official notifica-
tion, on Thursday, announced the schedule for the
upcoming election for the post of Cong President.
New Delhi: A day after Congress leader Gourav
Vallabh slammed Shashi Tharoor over his probable
AICC president poll bid, the party today urged all
its spokespersons and communication depart-
ment office bearers to refrain from commenting
on any colleague contesting the elections. Vallabh
yesterday had hit out at Tharoor over his probable
AICC president poll bid, saying his “only major
contribution” to the party was to send letters to
Sonia Gandhi when she was hospitalised.
New Delhi (ANI):
According to the
sources,
Congress
General
Secretary
incharge of
Commu-
nication department
Jairam Ramesh has
urged all the depart-
ment’s stakeholders
to refrain from un-
necessary comments
on the subject in
the message sent to
spokespersons and
media panellists.
New Delhi: The BJP
on Friday took potshots
at the Cong
 said the
presidential
poll is noth-
ing but an
eyewash as
the next party chief would
be remotely controlled by
the Gandhis. BJP national
spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla slammed CM
Gehlot  the Cong saying
that Gehlot’s statement
had let the cat out of the
bag about Congress’ so-
called elections.
Sonia Gandhi  Rahul Gandhi
Kerala HC expresses displeasure
over boards and flags on highways
Sonia, Priyanka to
participate in
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
Bengaluru (PTI): Cong
President Sonia Gandhi
 Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
would participate in the
K’taka leg of the “Bharat
Jodo Yatra” led by Rahul
Gandhi that will be entering
the state on Sept 30, state
party chief D K Shivakumar
said on Friday. “In K’taka,
Cong President Sonia Gan-
dhi may attend the Bharat
Jodo Yatra some day, and
Priyanka Gandhi will also
be joining separately,”
Venugopal said.
Kerala (ANI): The Kerala
HC on Thursday expressed
displeasure over boards
 flags on the highways
as part of the Congress
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. “Ille-
gal Instillations have been
made by a particular politi-
cal party on every side of
NH from Trivandrum to
Thrissur and even beyond;
and that even though the
Police Authorities and
other statutory authorities
are fully aware of this,
they have chosen to turn
a build eye to it,” the court
observed. Single Bench of
Justice Devan Ramachan-
dran observed this while
considering the matter of
illegal banners and boards
on roads.
Nadda holds meeting with
BJP’s TN SC, OBC morcha
Tamil Nadu (ANI):
The BJP president JP
Nadda holds a meeting
with Schedule Caste
(SC) and OBC morcha
of Tamil Nadu’s Shiva-
ganga.
State office bearers
and district presidents
of the morcha were pre-
sent in the meeting.
Nadda is on a two-day
visit to Tamil Nadu
from Thursday to chalk
out a strategy for the
party in an effort to in-
crease the voter base in
southern states ahead
of the 2024 LS elections.
Post this meeting,
Nadda will also take a
meeting of state office
bearers, district presi-
dents and prabhari’s at
the same venue, as per
the BJP sources.
Nadda also offered
prayers at Pillayarpatti
Vinayagar temple and
had breakfast at the
residence of the BJP
Mandal President in
Sivaganga today ahead
of his meeting.
New Delhi (PTI): India
on Friday advised its na-
tionals in Canada and
those travelling to that
country to exercise due
caution and remain vigi-
lant in view of the
“sharp increase in inci-
dents of hate crimes,
sectarian violence and
anti-India activities”
there.
In an advisory, the
MEA also said the High
Commission/Consu-
lates General in Canada
have taken up these inci-
dents with the Canadian
authorities and request-
ed them to investigate
these crimes and take
appropriate action. The
perpetrators of these
crimes have not been
brought to justice so far
in Canada, the MEA
said.
“In view of the in-
creasing incidents of
crimes as described
above, Indian nationals
and students from India
inCanadaandthosepro-
ceeding to Canada for
travel or education are
advised to exercise due
caution and remain vigi-
lant”, the advisory said.
Indian nationals and
students from India in
Canada may also regis-
ter with the High Com-
mission of India in Ot-
tawa or the Consulates
General of India in To-
ronto and Vancouver
through their respective
websites.
Govt issues advisory for students in Canada
INCREASE IN HATE CRIMES
lll
Advisory comes
amid a
diplomatic row
between India 
Canada over the
recent holding of
a so-called
referendum by
“pro-Khalistan”
elements
Atmanirbhar Bharat will boost our
defence capability: IAF official
Tamil Nadu (ANI): Eu-
logising the advantage
of Atmanirbhar Bharat
in IAF, Sulur Air officer
Commanding Air com-
modore Rahul Gupta
has said the initiative
would not only boost In-
dia’s indigenisation pro-
ductionbutalsoenhance
defence capability
.
“Indigenisation is
definitely the way for-
ward and if you do not
indigenize and remain
dependent on foreign
vendors then you will
forever be dependent on
them. Indigenisation is
the only way forward
ahead. I feel ALH and
LCA are definitely step-
ping in the right direc-
tion. This will not only
boost our own indigeni-
sation production but
also our defence capabil-
ity,” Gupta told ANI. He
said that the Sulur Air
Force base is strategi-
cally located in the pen-
insular part of the coun-
try to address threats
from both the land and
maritime domain.
LCA Tejas is
very capable
aircraft: IAF
New Delhi (ANI): Com-
manding Officer of 45
squadrons of Indian
Air Force also called
Flying daggers, Group
captain Syamantak Roy
on Thursday said Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Tejas is very capable
aircraft and is equipped
with world-class mis-
siles.
“The Sular Air Force
base lies in the center
of the southern penin-
sula, which ensures
that we have reached
not only overland to-
wards the north and
towards the east, but
also over the seas to the
east, west and to the
south. That makes us a
very capable aircraft in
terms of projecting our
combat force all over
the country,” Roy told
ANI here.
IN THE COURTYARD
SC STAYS FRESH
PROCEEDINGS
AGAINST BS
YEDIYURAPPA
‘WORKING TO
ASSIST UKRAINE
RETURNED
STUDENTS’
DELHI HC DIRECTS FLIPKART TO DEPOSIT
`1 LAKH FINE IMPOSED BY CCPA
SC AGREES TO LIST PLEA AGAINST
ARTICLE 370 AFTER DUSSEHRA BREAK
New Delhi: The Delhi
HC passed an order
on Friday in the Flip-
kart vs CCPA (Central
Consumer Protection
Authority) case, direct-
ing Flipkart to notify the
buyers of the pressure
cookers, that pressure
cookers on their site
do not conform to the
Bureau of Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) standard.
It further directed the
company to deposit the
sum of Rs 1 lakh as the
penalty amount before
the Registrar General of
the Court.
New Delhi: The SC on
Friday said that it will
list the matter-- chal-
lenging the abrogation
of Article 370 and the
bifurcation of Jammu
and Kashmir into two
Union Territories--
for hearing after the
Dussehra break.“We
will certainly list it,”
said a bench headed by
Chief Justice of India
(CJI) UU Lalit. The
Dussehra break will
remain from October
3 to October 9. The
counsel mentioning the
matter for urgent list-
ing told the bench that
this matter has been
pending for a year.
New Delhi: The SC
on Friday stayed
proceedings against
former Karnataka CM
and senior BJP leader
B S Yediyurappa in
an alleged corrup-
tion case. A bench of
Justices D Y Chandra-
chud and Hima Kohli
issued notice to the
private complainant
on a plea challenging
the Karnataka High
Court order restoring
the complaint against
Yediyurappa and oth-
ers. “There shall be a
stay of proceedings
so far as the petitioner
is concerned,” the
bench said. The Kar-
nataka HC on Sept 7
had restored a private
complaint against
Yediyurappa and his
family members.
New Delhi: The Centre
on Friday told the SC
that they are working
on the suggestions giv-
en by the court to assist
medical students who
have returned to India
from Ukraine in view
of the war with Russia.
The apex court had on
Sept 16 suggested that
the Centre assist these
medical students by
creating a web portal
giving details of the
foreign universities,
where they could com-
plete their courses as
per the govt’s academic
mobility programme.
The counsel appearing
for the Centre told the
top court that they have
written to the secretar-
ies of the ministries of
external affairs as well
as health on the issue.
JP Nadda being felicitated during a meeting of State Office
Bearers and District Presidents of OBC and SC Morcha at PLP
Palace, Karaikudi, in Sivaganga on Friday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
AMIT SHAH TO VISIT JK ON OCT 1, 2
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HC allows...
Shivaji Park is associ-
ated with the Sena since
its birth, and the group
is locked in a tussle
with the rebel group led
by Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de to establish itself as
the ‘real’ Shiv Sena. The
Shinde faction had also
sought permission to
hold the rally at the
same venue on the same
day (October 05), and
opposed the Thackeray
group’s petition in the
high court.
Welcoming the rul-
ing, Thackeray ap-
pealed to his support-
ers to maintain disci-
pline while attending
the rally on Dussehra.
“We never stopped
holding the congrega-
tion on Vijayadashmi at
Shivaji Park since the
inception of the party,
except during the time
of COVID-19 pandemic.
We are taking this tra-
dition forward,” he told
reporters.
A division bench
comprising Justices RD
Dhanuka and Kamal
Khata said in the ruling
that the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion’s (BMC) decision
not to grant permission
to either Sena faction
was a “clear abuse of
the process of law.” The
Thackeray faction had
challenged the BMC or-
der before the court.
“The BMC order re-
fusing permission
merely on the ground
that there was a second
application filed to
hold the rally at the
same place is a clear
abuse of the process of
law,” said the order.
The civic body “mis-
used its power on a
flimsy ground,” the
court remarked. Sena
scion Aaditya Thack-
eray thanked the court
and said the truth al-
ways prevails. Deputy
Chief Minister and
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Devendra
Fadnavis said the ad-
ministration will fol-
low the court’s orders.
Transport minister
Uday Samant, who
owes allegiance to the
Eknath Shinde camp,
said the next course of
action will be decided
after studying the high
court’s order.
The Shinde group
has already obtained
the BMC’s permission
for the Dussehra rally
at the MMRDA ground.
FROM PG 1
More showers predicted in Delhi
Yellow alert issued after Delhi and adjacent areas witnessed torrential rainfall for second consecutive day
New Delhi (ANI): The
India Meteorological
Department on Friday
issued a yellow alert for
rainfall in the national
capital and cautioned
the citizens about the
same.
The yellow alert is is-
sued after Delhi and its
adjacent areas wit-
nessed torrential rain-
fall for a second consec-
utive day on Thursday
alerting the citizens to
be prepared for the next
two-three days. This
heavy downpour result-
ed in waterlogging at
very places in Delhi and
the National Capital Re-
gion.
The water logging
and heavy rainfall had
further brought the
transport life in the city
to a halt and resulted in
massive traffic jams
across several places in
the region. Meanwhile,
senior scientist of IMD,
RK Jenamani also in-
formed about an orange
alert for very heavy
rainfall in Uttarakhand
for the upcoming two
days.
“Orange alert for
very heavy rainfall is-
sued for Uttarakhand
from 23rd to 25th Sept.
Rain is expected to in-
crease over western UP
tomorrow,” said RK
Jenamani, senior scien-
tist, IMD. The weather
forecasting agency in
its All India Weather
Summary and Forecast
Bulleting by the IMD
this morning said, “a
western disturbance as
a trough in mid-tropo-
spheric westerlies run
roughly, under whose
influence, the current
spell of rainfall is likely
to continue over north-
west India for next few
days followed by a re-
duction thereafter.”
YELLOW ALERT
The waterlogged road at Aurobindo marg, during heavy rainfall on New Delhi on Friday. 
Delhi witnesses huge surge
in dengue cases: Experts
New Delhi (ANI):
Amidst continued rain-
fall in the capital and
NCR, dengue cases are
once again on the rise
and the experts are sug-
gesting early preven-
tion of the vector borne
disease.
“Prevention of Den-
gue is very important,
as this disease is very
dangerous and even fa-
tal if not treated early,”
said Dr Y Suvarna Sen-
ior Consultant, Pediat-
ric and Neonatology in
Rosewalk Hospital.
“Dengue is a mosquito-
borne disease caused by
the virus. It presents in
mild, severe, haemor-
rhagic forms,” Dr Su-
varna said adding that
it is important to under-
stand the course of the
disease.
Dr Suvarna further
explained the preven-
tion by taking precau-
tions to save one from
mosquito exposure.
AVALANCHE IN CATCHMENT
OF CHORABARI GLACIER OF
KEDARNATH DHAM
UP FLOOD: CM YOGI
ADITYANATH CONDUCTS
AERIAL SURVEY
ADVISE STAFF TO WORK
FROM HOME, GURUGRAM
AUTHORITIES ASK OFFICES
Kedarnath (ANI): An avalanche oc-
curred in the catchment of Chorabari
Glacier at Kedarnath Dham on Thurs-
day, said the Rudraprayag administra-
tion. The incident took place on Thurs-
day evening. No damage has been
registered due to this, the official said
adding that they are keeping an eye on
the area and monitoring it. Chorabari
Glacier is situated at a distance of
about 5 km behind Kedarnath temple.
It is raining heavily in the state for the
last few days. National Highway (NH)-
109 at Rudraprayag was blocked, with
long queues of vehicles after a sudden
landslide led to the roll down of debris
from the hill near Tarsali village in
Rudraprayag.
Lucknow (PTI): Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Friday
conducted an aerial survey of the
flood-hit districts in the state. A
spokesperson of the state government
said the Chief Minister conducted
an aerial survey of Gorakhpur, Sant
Kabir Nagar, Basti, Ayodhya, Gonda
and Barabanki which are affected
by the flooding of Saryu river. While
directing officials to conduct relief
work, Adityanath said the distribution
of assistance should be done expedi-
tiously to the families affected by the
loss of lives and cattle due to floods.
Along with this, distribution of packets
of flood relief material should also be
done at the earliest, he said.
Gurugram (ANI): In view of the
heavy rainfall alert on Friday, the
Gurugram Disaster Management
Authority has advised all corporate
offices and private institutions in
the district to guide employees to
work from home to avoid traffic
congestion and to ensure repair
work of roads and drains are car-
ried out smoothly. The authority
also advised to close all schools
and colleges. “In view of heavy
rainfall prediction for the district
Gurugram on Thursday, there are
chances of waterlogging and traffic
congestion,” the advisory reads.
‘NIA raids against
PFI conspiracy to
finish Muslims’
New Delhi (ANI):
Slamming the Centre
over the National Inves-
tigation Agency’s na-
tionwide crackdown
against the Popular
Front of India, Muslim
cleric Maulana Sajid
Rashidi on Friday
dubbed it a “conspiracy
to finish Muslims”.
He claimed that at-
tempts are being made
to “ban” PFI. His re-
marks came a day after
the NIA and ED con-
ducted raids against PFI
on various locations in
15 states of the country
,
arresting 106 of its
members.
Rashidi said, “The
way Congress had
banned SIMI, in the
same way, attempts are
being made to ban PFI.
There should be action
againsttheorganisation
which works against the
country, but if you take
action against the or-
ganisation only because
it is working for the up-
liftment of Muslims,
and you are trying to
declare it a terror organ-
isation, it is against the
law and Constitution.
These are the same peo-
ple who dub the ones
studying in a madrassa
as terrorists. This is a
conspiracy to finish
Muslims.” He claimed
that PFI’s work for Mus-
lims in Kerala is “com-
mendable”. He also hit
out at All India Imam
Organisation’s Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi for calling
Mohan Bhagwat “father
of the nation”.
The way Congress had
banned SIMI, in the
same way, attempts
are being made to ban
PFI. There should be
action against the or-
ganisation which
works against the
country.
Maulana Sajid Rashidi,
Popular Front of India muslim cleric
PM’s midnight call surprises Foreign Minister
New Delhi (Agencies):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi dialled past
midnight after an Indi-
an consulate in an Af-
ghan city came under
attack some years ago,
Foreign Minister S Jais-
hankar shared at an
event in New York on
Thursday
. “Jaage ho
(are you awake)?,” was
his first question, Mr
Jaishankar said as he
praised PM Modi’s lead-
ership.
The minister was
sharing anecdotes from
2016, when an Indian
consulate at Mazar-i-
Sharif in war-torn Af-
ghanistan was attacked.
He was then the Foreign
Secretary
.
“It was past midnight
and our consulate in
Mazar-i-Sharif in Af-
ghanistan was under at-
tack. We were trying to
figure out what hap-
pened and my phone
rang. It took me a bit by
surprise. When the
Prime Minister calls
you don’t get a caller ID
but still someone con-
nects you. But this time
it was the prime minis-
ter,” he said at an event
to discuss the book
‘Modi@20: Dreams Meet
Delivery’.
“The prime minister
asked if I’m awake,” Mr
Jaishankar said. “It’s
12:30 (am), what else will
I be doing rather than
beingawake?Becausein
his life that’s probably
natural,” he remarked.
“Are you watching TV
,
he asked. Yes sir, I said.
On being apprised that
help was on its way
.”
U’khand BJP leader’s son arrested for
woman employee’s murder at his resort
Haridwar (Agencies):
Senior BJP leader Vi-
nod Arya’s son, Pulkit
Arya, has been arrested
for the murder of a
19-year-old woman from
Pauri Garhwal who
worked at a resort he
owns at Yamkeshwar,
Rishikesh, in Haridwar
district.
He had reported her
missing on Monday, as
did her family, but it
later turned out he’d
killed her with help
from two staff mem-
bers, who have been ar-
rested too, police said.
The body is yet to be
found — search was on
in Cheela Canal, a near-
by water channel — and
police are probing the
motive.
State police chief
Ashok Kumar ex-
plained, “The initial
FIR was registered by
the resort owner (Pulkit
Arya) and the woman’s
family
. In Uttarakhand,
we have a system of the
patwari (land revenue
official) registering
FIRs. That’s where it
was registered as the
area (where the woman
lived) doesn’t fall under
regular police stations.”
‘Probe agencies no more caged parrots’
Rampur (UP) (Agen-
cies): Senior BJP lead-
er and former Union
minister Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi on Friday
said that the CBI and
the ED were no more a
“caged parrot” but have
now become a “jewels
of law” which are per-
forming their duties
fairly without any bias.
Speaking to reporters
in Moradabad and Ram-
pur, Mr Naqvi slammed
the opposition parties
for accusing the govern-
ment of misusing the
probe agencies to target
them.He said those rais-
ing such questions are
themselves in dock for
committing “wrong
deeds.” These “champi-
ons of corruption” are
in trouble today that is
why they are levelling
baseless and unsub-
stantiated statements
against the agencies,
Mr Naqvi said.
He also parried criti-
cism of the Uttar
Pradesh government
over its decision to sur-
vey madrassas and
waqf properties, saying
its critics are raising a
“bogey of fear and fal-
lacy” only for emotional
exploitation of people.
“Everyone’s constitu-
tional rights are abso-
lutely safe and secure.
“Some organisations
like PFI are involved in
a criminal and commu-
nal conspiracy to harm
the fabric of harmony
in the country,” he said.
NGT imposes compensation
of over `2,000cr on Punjab
New Delhi (ANI): The
National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has imposed
an environmental com-
pensation of over Rs
2,000 crore on the state
of Punjab for failure to
ensure proper treat-
ment of solid and liquid
wastes causing harm to
the environment.
The tribunal said the
award of compensation
has become necessary
under section 15 of the
NGT Act to remedy the
continuing damage to
the environment and to
comply with directions
of the Supreme Court
requiring it to monitor
the norms for waste
management.Moreover,
without fixing quanti-
fied liability necessary
forrestoration,themere
passing of orders has
not shown any results.
MISSING
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
“JAAGE HO?”
Foreign Minister S Jaishankar with PM Narendra Modi.
PHONE CALL
—PHOTO BY PTI
Dehradun (PTI): The
Uttarakhand govern-
ment and the state as-
sembly are united in
the fight against cor-
ruption, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
said on Friday, welcom-
ing Speaker Ritu Khan-
duri’s decision to re-
voke 228 ad hoc appoint-
ments in the assembly
made in violation of
norms.
Khanduri on Friday
revoked the 228 ad hoc
appointments in the
state assembly 150 were
made till 2016, six in
2020 and 72 in 2021 on
the recommendation of
an expert committee.
Constituted by her on
September 3, the expert
panel headed by retired
IAS officer DK Kotia
completed the probe
within 20 days, 10 days
ahead of the one-month
deadline, and submit-
ted its final report to the
speaker. The panel was
set up on the recom-
mendation of CM fol-
lowing charges of fa-
vouritism in the ap-
pointments on the dis-
cretion of Speakers.
CM Dhami welcomes Speaker Ritu Khanduri’s decision
GOVT, ASSEMBLY UNITED AGAINST CORRUPTION
lll
The panel was
set up on the
recommendation
of CM following
charges of
favouritism in the
appointments on
the discretion
of successive
Speakers
U’KHAND SPEAKER REVOKES 228 AD-HOC
APPOINTMENTS IN VS SECRETARIAT
Dehradun (PTI): Uttarakhand Assembly Speaker Ritu
Khanduri on Friday revoked 228 ad-hoc appointments made
in the Vidhan Sabha secretariat in violation of norms. The
revoked ad-hoc appointments include 150 that were made in
2016, six in 2020 and 72 in 2021, Khanduri said at a press
conference. She also placed Vidhan Sabha Secretary Mukesh
Singhal under immediate suspension. The decision to revoke
the appointments were taken in light of recommendations
made by a three-member expert committee, which detected
violation of norms in these appointments, Khanduri said.
Uttarakhand Speaker Ritu Khanduri and CM Pushkar Singh Dhami.
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Commodity	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
GOLD	 50,326.00	 139.00	0.27 (Per 10g)
SILVER	 58,366.00	363.00	 0.62 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
USD/INR	 80.98	 0.19	0.23
GBP/INR	 90.16	 1.14	1.25
CURRENCIES
Paddy acreage down by 5.51% from last yr
New Delhi (PTI): As sow-
ing of kharif (summer)
crops almost comes to an
end, paddy planting con-
tinued to lag behind as
sown area under this crop
fell 5.51% from last year to
401.56 lakh hectare so far,
according to the agricul-
ture ministry.
Besides paddy, there is
marginal lag in sowing of
pulses, oilseeds and jute/
mesta. Consequently, the
total sown area under kha-
rif crops declined 1.24% to
1,097.57 lakh hectares so far
this kharif season, as
against 1,111.36 lakh hec-
tares in the year-ago period,
it said. Sowing of kharif
crops had begun with the
onset of southwest mon-
soon from June. Harvesting
of some kharif crops has
started and will be in full
swing from October.
Releasing the latest sow-
ing update, the agriculture
ministry said area planted
to paddy remained lower
by 5.51% at 401.56 lakh hec-
tares (ha) so far this kharif
season of the 2022-23 crop
year, as against 425 lakh
hectares in yr-ago period.
AS KHARIF SOWING NEARS TO END
business
BRIEFS
Chennai: Two- and three-
wheeler major TVS Motor
has rolled out a celebrato-
ry edition of its scooter
TVS Jupiter Classic, com-
memorating the ‘fastest
five million vehicles on
road’ milestone, the com-
pany said on Friday. The
TVS Jupiter Classic has
been introduced at a price
of `85,866 (ex-showroom
in national captial). The
scooter gets a premium
rendition with black
theme across its mirror,
fender garnish, tinted
visor and a 3D black
premium logo.  —PTI
New Delhi: Global food 
beverage conglomerate
Nestle SA plans to invest
`5,000 crore in India in
the next three-and-a-half
years by 2025, its CEO
Mark Schneider said on
Friday. The move will
help the company to ac-
celerate its core business
in the country and lever-
age new opportunities for
growth. The investment
would be on capex (capi-
tal expenditure), setting
up new plants, acquisi-
tions and expansion of
the product portfolio of
the company. —PTI
NESTLE PLANS TO
INVEST `5,000 CRORE
IN INDIA BY 2025
TVS MOTOR ROLLS
OUT CELEBRATORY
EDITION OF JUPITER
New Delhi: Gold price in
the national capital fell by
`139 to `50,326 per 10
grams on Friday amid a
fall in international pre-
cious metal prices, ac-
cording to HDFC Securi-
ties. In the previous trade,
the yellow metal had fin-
ished at `50,465 per 10
grams. Silver also fell
sharply by `363 to
`58,366/kg from
`58,729/kg in the previ-
ous trade. In the interna-
tional market, gold was
quoting lower at $1,665
per ounce. —PTI
GOLD FALLS `139;
SILVER PRICE ALSO
DECLINES BY `363
New Delhi: Reliance In-
dustries Ltd on Friday
said it has acquired a
20% stake in California-
based solar tech firm
Caelux for $12 million as
it strengthens its new en-
ergy manufacturing capa-
bilities. Reliance New En-
ergy Ltd, signed defini-
tive agreements to invest
in Caelux Corporation, a
engaged in the develop-
ment of perovskite-based
solar technology. The
partnership is expected to
help Reliance produce
higher efficiency and low-
cost solar modules at its
gigafactory in Jamnagar,
Gujarat, where an inte-
grated photovoltaic plant
is being set up. —PTI
RELIANCE ACQUIRES
20 PER CENT STAKE IN
CAELUX FOR $12 MN
*Rates till the edition went to print.
New telecom bill in 6-10 months: Min
New Delhi (PTI): The new
telecom bill, which will re-
place the 137-year-old Indi-
an Telegraph Act, is expect-
ed to be in place in 6-10
months but thegovernment
is not in a hurry
, communi-
cations minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Friday
.
The bill also seeks to re-
place the Indian Wireless
Telegraphy Act, 1933 and
the Telegraph Wires (Un-
lawful Possession) Act,
1950. “Based on the consul-
tation process, we will cre-
ate the final draft. That
draft will then go through
committee processes of
Parliament. Then it has to
go (to) Parliament. I see a
timeline of 6-10 months but
we are not in a hurry,”
Vaishnaw said when asked
about a timeline for imple-
mentation of the final bill.
The minister gave over
36 minutes of detailed pres-
entation on the draft bill.
If the bill gets approved
then over-the-top players
like Whatsapp, Zoom and
Google Duo which provide
calling and messaging ser-
vices may require licences
to operate in the country
.
While the government
has sought reference from
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India on li-
censing framework for in-
ternet and calling messag-
es, the bill clearly shows
the government intent to
bring the OTT apps under
the licensing regime.
“OTT already comes un-
der regulation by interpre-
tation of what is a tele-
graph. The consultation
process for its regulation
has already started. The
focus of this bill is that we
have to make a light touch
regulatory environment.
Wherever required there
should be strict effective
regulation and in rest of
the places there will be
light touch regulation,” the
minister said.
The bill proposes all in-
ternet calling and messag-
ing apps to comply with
the Know Your Customers
(KYC) provision when
they come under telecom
licence ambit.
The minister said the
first fundamental thought
in the bill is about protec-
tion of users and every
consumer has the right to
know who is making the
call. “If calls can take place
from different platforms
then every platform needs
to come under the same
kind of regulation. This is
not only in India, this is the
thought process across the
world. Technology has
brought so many changes
that the distinction be-
tween voice call and data
call has disappeared,”
Vaishnaw said.
He said that KYC norms
will also help in curbing
cyber frauds.
WHAT THE BILL
WILL CHANGE
	
z The new telecom bill will
replace the 137-year-old
Indian Telegraph Act and the
Telegraph Wires (Unlawful
Possession) Act, 1950
	
z If the bill gets approved then
over-the-top players like
Whatsapp, Zoom and Google
Duo which provide calling
and messaging services may
require licences
Pune (PTI): Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
said the government was
making efforts to keep in-
flation under 4% and steps
were being taken to ensure
people get essential goods
at fair price and on time.
She said steps were be-
ing taken to
keep infla-
tion at a
certain level. Replying
to a question on rising
prices, the minister said,
“As far as inflation is con-
cerned, I have been an-
swering questions (on the
issue) in Parliament every
time they have been
raised. Steps were
being taken to
keep inflation at
one level, for ex-
ample, duty on
imported edi-
ble oil is being removed so
that affordable oil comes
into the country
.”
She said the issue of in-
flation should be under-
stood in global context.
“America is experiencing
the kind of high inflation
which was not witnessed in
the last 40 years. Germany
is facing high inflation
which was not experienced
in the last 38 years. We are
taking efforts to keep infla-
tion under 4% and efforts
were being taken to ensure
that people get all goods at
fair price and on time,” Si-
tharaman added.
Asked about the rupee
hitting a record low against
the US dollar, Sitharaman
said the government looks
at every aspect of the econ-
omy. “Be it inflation, ex-
change rate...We are look-
ing at everything,” the
minister said.
Govt making efforts to keep
inflation under 4%, says FM
WHAT NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN SAID
	
z As far as inflation is
concerned, I have been
answering questions (on
the issue). Steps were being
taken to keep inflation at one
level, for example, duty on
imported edible oil is being
removed so that affordable
oil comes into the country
RBI may raise
rates again by
up to 50 bps
Mumbai (PTI): Econo-
mists are unanimous in
forecasting that the central
bank has no other option
but to deliver a 50 bps rate
hike next week and take
the terminal rate to 6.25%
by December.
Soumya Kanti Ghosh,
the group chief economist
at the nation’s largest lend-
er SBI, in a detailed note on
Monday said, a half-per-
centage point hike in the
repo rate looks imminent
in an aggressive response
to external shocks.
“We expect the peak
repo rate in the cycle at
6.25%. A final rate hike
of 35 bps is expected in
December policy,” he said.
Sensex falls for 3rd day, ends 1,021 points down
Mumbai (PTI): TheSensex
tumbled 1,020 points while
the Nifty crashed below the
17,350-mark on Friday as a
flurry of rate hikes by glob-
al central banks spooked
investors and sparked a
global sell-off.
Sliding for the the third
straight session, the
30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 1,020.80 points or
1.73% to close at 58,098.92.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
plummeted 302.45 points or
1.72% to end at 17,327.35.
PowerGrid led the
Sensex losers’ chart with a
drop of 7.93%, followed by
MM, SBI, Bajaj Finserv,
Bajaj Finance, NTPC,
HDFC and IndusInd Bank.
Only three counters
managed to close in the
green — Sun Pharma, Tata
Steel and ITC, spurting up
to 1.53%.
EQUITY INVESTORS
POORER BY `4.90
LAKH CRORE
New Delhi (PTI): Investors’
wealth eroded by over `4.90 lakh
crore on Friday amid a sharp fall
in equities. The market capi-
talisation of the BSE-listed firms
plummeted by `4,90,162.55
crore to `2,76,64,566.79 crore
on Friday. This is the third day of
decline for the equity market and
the BSE benchmark has fallen
by 1,620.82 points or 2.71%
during this time. In three days,
investors wealth has eroded
by `6,77,646.74 crore. In the
broader market, the BSE midcap
gauge declined 2.28%.
` FALLS 19 PAISE TO
CLOSE AT LIFETIME
LOW OF 80.98/$
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee
slumped 19 paise to close at
a fresh lifetime low of 80.98
against the US dollar on Friday,
weighed down by the strong
American currency overseas and
risk-off sentiment among inves-
tors. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local cur-
rency breached the 81-mark for
the first time ever and slumped o
81.23 against the American cur-
rency. It finally ended at 80.98,
down 19 paise over its previous
close. On Thursday, the rupee
plunged by 83 paise.
RICE OUTPUT MAY
FALL 13% TO 96.7
MILLION TONNES IN
KHARIF THIS YEAR
New Delhi(PTI): Rice production
may fall by 13% to 96.7 million
tonnes in kharif season this year
due to fall in paddy acreage,
according to Origo Commodities’
initial estimates. In a statement,
it said that rice production in
kharif season for 2022-23 “is
seen lower by 13% y-o-y at 96.7
million tonnes against 111.17
million tonnes in 2021-22”.
“Paddy acreage has declined by
around 9% compared to last year
while yield is projected 5% lower
from the last year. The crop yield
had adversely impacted due to
deficient rain in UP, West Bengal
and Bihar.
CIL TO INK PACTS FOR
4 COAL GASIFICATION
PROJECTS IN INDIA
New Delhi: State-owned CIL
will sign agreements with
three public sector enterprises
— BHEL,
Indian Oil
Corporation
Ltd and GAIL
—in order to
set up four surface gasification
projects. Through gasification
process, coal is converted into
syngas — a fuel gas — which
can be used in downstream
production of value added
chemicals. The government
aims to achieve 100 million
tonnes of coal gasification in
the next eight years in order
to reduce the import of crude
oil which is otherwise used to
produce syngas. —PTI
NON-LIFE INSURERS
SEE 12% RISE IN
PREMIUM INCOME
New Delhi: Non-life insur-
ers registered a 12% yearly
growth in their gross direct
premium
income dur-
ing August
this fiscal at
`24,471.95
crore, data from insurance
sector regulator Irdai showed.
According to the data pro-
vided by the Irdai, a total of 24
general insurers witnessed a
9.3% growth in their collective
gross direct premium income
in August at `17,101.75 crore
as against `15,648.63 crore in
the year-ago period. —PTI
TATA GROUP TO MERGE
7 METAL COMPANIES
INTO TATA STEEL
New Delhi: Tata Group will
merge seven of its metal com-
panies into Tata Steel to drive
efficiencies
and reduce
costs. The
amalgamation
will be through
a share swap, Tata Steel said
in a statement. The board
of Tata Steel approved the
amalgamation of subsidiaries
-- Tata Steel Long Products,
Tata Metaliks, The Tinplate
Company of India, TRF Ltd,
Indian Steel  Wire Products,
Tata Steel Mining and ST
Mining into itself. —PTI
MM AND BII COMMIT
$500 MILLION FOR
ELECTRIC SUV SPACE
New Delhi: Mahindra Group
and British International
Investment (BII) have com-
mitted $500
million
capital for
the electric
sports utility
vehicle space, according to a
spokesperson. Impact inves-
tor BII has already announced
an investment of $250 million
in the company’s electric ve-
hicle venture ‘EV Co’. As per
an agreement between the
two partners, the new electric
vehicle company is envisaged
to have a total capital infusion
of around $1 billion between
FY24 and FY27 for planned
product portfolio. —PTI
FOREX RESERVES DOWN 5.2 BILLION US DOLLARS
TO 545.65 BILLION US DOLLARS AS OF SEPT 16
Mumbai: The country’s forex kitty continued its southward
journey, with the overall reserves declining by $5.219 billion to
$545.652 billion for the week ended
September 16, the RBI said on Friday.
The reserves, which have been dipping
as the central bank deploys the kitty
to defend the rupee amid a pressure
caused majorly by global developments,
had declined by $2.23 billion to $550.87
billion in the previous week. The fall in
the reserves for the week ended September 16 was on the account
of a dip in the Foreign Currency Assets (FCA), a major component
of the overall reserves. —PTI
OTHER STORIES
ESIC scheme adds 15.72
lakh new members in July
New Delhi (PTI): Around
15.72 lakh new members
joined the ESIC-run social
security scheme in July
2022, according to official
data released on Friday
.
The latest data is part of
a report — Payroll Report-
ing in India: An Employ-
ment Perspective - July
2022 — released by the
National Statistical
Office (NSO).
It showed that the gross
new enrolments with Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) rose to
1.49 crore in 2021-22, from
1.15 crore in 2020-21. It was
1.51 crore in 2019-20 and
1.49 crore in 2018-19.
From September 2017 to
March 2018, around 83.35
lakh new subscribers
joined the ESIC scheme.
The report said gross
new enrolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
July 2022 were 7.08 crore.
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Mumbai: The Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena on Friday laud-
ed the Bombay High
Court’s decision to al-
low it to hold its an-
nual Dussehra rally
at the iconic Shivaji
Park ground, saying
its faith in the judici-
ary stood vindicated.
Welcoming the deci-
sion, party Spokesper-
son Manisha Kayande
said this year’s rally
will be grand.
There must have
been some pressure on
the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(BMC) which had de-
nied the permission,
she claimed.
Our faith in the judi-
ciary stands vindicated.
For the last many years,
Dussehra rally has been
taking place at ‘Shiv-
tirtha’ (as the Sena re-
fers to Shivaji Park),
but this time attempt
was made by the Shinde
faction and the BJP to
create obstacles. Thank-
fully, the court rejected
it, said Sena secretary
Vinayak Raut.
The Sena faction led
by Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
too had applied for per-
mission to hold its rally
at Shivaji Park on the
same day (October 05).
The BMC denied per-
mission to both fac-
tions, citing a police re-
port that said granting
permission to either
faction would cause law
and order issues.
A division bench,
comprising of Justices
RD Dhanuka and Ka-
mal Khata, on Friday,
granted a petition filed
by the Thackeray-led
Sena faction challeng-
ing the BMC’s decision.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Nation-
alist Congress Party
(NCP) on Friday criti-
cized Lok Sabha mem-
ber Shrikant Shinde
for sitting in a chair
meant for his father,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde.
However, the MP
from Kalyan dismissed
the criticism saying the
picture was taken at the
office in their private
residence.
“Have you become su-
per CM? You must apol-
ogize to the people for
this behaviour,” said
NCP Spokesperson, Ma-
hesh Tapase, in a state-
ment. He referred to the
picture, which showed
Shrikant sitting in a
chair with ‘Maharash-
tra Government-Chief
Minister’ written on a
board behind it.
In response to wide-
spread backlash, Shri-
kant said the photo-
graph was taken at
their private residence-
cum-office in Thane.
“Both the chief minis-
ter and I use this office
to meet people and solve
their issues. I was not
at the chief minister’s
official residence or
office. The official
board is moveable and
it had been brought
there for the chief min-
ister’s virtual meeting,”
he said.
Shinde, in an appar-
ent dig at former chief
minister Uddhav
Thackeray, said his fa-
ther worked for 18-20
hours a day, and “he is
always on the move”,
quite unlike “earlier
chief ministers who sat
in one place”.
Thackeray had faced
criticism for rarely
stepping out of home
when he was chief min-
ister during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena supporters pay tribute at
statue of ‘Maa Saheb’ (Minatai Thackeray) statue in Mumbai,
on Friday.  —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Screenshot of Shrikant sitting in a chair with a ‘Maharashtra
Govt-Chief Minister’ board in the background.
Mumbai: As many as
486 cases of BA 2.75
sub-variant of Omi-
cron strain were
traced in the first fort-
night of September,
informed a state
health bulletin on Fri-
day adding that the
cases related to this
particular sub-variant
were on the rise.
The bulletin also said
thatcasesrelatedtoBA.5
subvariant of Omicron
were on the decline in
Maharashtra and that
BA.4 cases now stood at
369 and those with
BA.2.75 was at 1,161.
“During the first fort-
night of September, 486
patients of BA.2.75 were
found in the state. The
latest report also sug-
gests that BA 2.75 sub-
variant patients are on
the rise, while BA.5 vari-
ant numbers, which was
earlier the dominant
one,seemtobereduced,”
the bulletin said.
Of the 369 cases of
BA.4 and BA.5, Pune re-
corded 249, Mumbai (72),
Thane (16), Nagpur (10),
Raigad (7), Sangli (6),
Palghar (4) and Kol-
hapur, Wardha, Yavat-
mal, Solapur, Satara one
each, it said.
First India Bureau
Thane: The parents of
a 19-year-old engineer-
ing student—who was
killed in a road acci-
dent in 2018—have
been awarded approx-
imately Rs12 lakh as
compensation by the
Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal
(MACT) in Thane.
In his order, MACT
member HM Bhosale,
directed the owner of
the car in which she was
travelling, and the Unit-
ed India General Insur-
anceCompany
,tojointly
pay the compensation,
with an 8% per annum
interest rate from the
date of filing of the
claim. The copy of the
orderthatwaspassedon
September 13, was made
available on Friday
.
Appearing for the
claimants—victim’s fa-
ther Vijay Harishchan-
dra Maurya and mother
Shakuntala—counsel
Amit Chaudhary told
the tribunal that their
deceased daughter,
Shraddha,waspursuing
anengineeringcourseat
IIT.Shewasalsoearning
Rs15,000permonthfrom
a part-time job. The peti-
tioners were dependent
on that income, Chaud-
hary told the tribunal.
In the order, the
MACT member said the
compensation amount
will include Rs10,58,400
towards loss of depend-
ency, Rs16,500 each to-
wards loss of estate and
funeral expenses, and
Rs88,000 towards filial
consortium.
First India Bureau
Pune: Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman on Thurs-
day slammed the op-
position parties in
Maharashtra for
“shedding crocodile
tears” over shifting
of the Vedanta-Fox-
conn semiconductor
plant to Gujarat from
the state. She also ac-
cused them of creat-
ing hurdles for five
big-ticket projects un-
der their regime.
Sitharaman was ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence near Pune on
the sidelines of a
programme.
Asked about the op-
position’s criticism
over the project shifting
to Gujarat, Sitharaman
said the current opposi-
tion means those
who were in power in
the state till four
months back.
“Who were the people
who stopped the bullet
train project in Maha-
rashtra; who were the
people who stopped a
Rs65,000 crore Wadhvan
project in Palghar dis-
trict; who stopped the
Nanar refinery project
and who created hurdles
for the Metro car shed
projectinMumbai’sAar-
ey Colony
,” she asked.
Were these projects
not beneficial for Maha-
rashtra, the minister
questioned.
“Were all these pro-
jects benefitting Guja-
rat? When you were in
power, you stopped not
one or two projects, but
created hurdles for five
projects. Now you are
sheddingcrocodiletears
in the name of Maha-
rashtra's interest and
saying anything for poli-
tics,” she said.
A blame-game has
started in Maharashtra
following the announce-
ment last week about a
joint venture semicon-
ductor facility of Indian
conglomerate Vedanta
and Taiwanese electron-
ics giant Foxconn, pro-
posed to be set up near
Pune city earlier, will
come up in Gujarat.
The Congress, Na-
tionalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) and Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena have been target-
ing the Centre and the
Eknath Shinde-Deven-
dra Fadnavis govern-
ment over the issue.
They have alleged that
the Rs1.54 lakh crore
plant has been handed
over to Gujarat ignor-
ing the economic inter-
est of the state, where it
was originally planned.
Meanwhile, when
asked about NCP Presi-
dent Sharad Pawar’s
sarcastic comments
that the minister will
come to Baramati, ex-
press her thoughts and
people will understand
those thoughts and also
her language easily, Si-
tharaman said people
are very smart.
“Have patience, the
entireBaramatiislisten-
ing (to me) and if they
have any doubts... they
are standing and asking
and despite my ‘broken
Hindi’ I am answering
them and people are
clapping,” she said.
OPPOSITION IN MAHA SHEDDING
‘CROCODILE TEARS’: SITHARAMAN
Callsthemoutforstoppingbullettrain,`65KcrPalgharprojectalsocreatinghurdlesforAareyMetrocarshed
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman offers prayers at Shri Mayureshwar Ashtavinayak
Temple, Morgaon, in Baramati on Friday.  —ANI PHOTO
EASY DISMISSAL
Sitharaman on Thursday set out on a three-day
tour of Baramati as part of the BJP’s ‘Pravas’ ini-
tiative to strengthen its hold over 144 Lok Sabha
constituencies. To a question, Sitharaman said
the government does not interfere in the func-
tioning of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and
rejected the Opposition criticism that the central
agency is often misused against opponents of
the BJP. She said the ED comes into picture only
when there is suspicion of money laundering.
MAHA NCOV TALLY
Fresh Cases	 611
Total Cases	 81,18,185
Fatalities	 02
Total Deaths	 1,48,324
Active Cases	 3,779
Recoveries	 79,66,082
486 Omicron BA
2.75 cases reported in
first fortnight of Sept
MACT awards `12L
to parents of student
killed in road mishap
First India Bureau
Mumbai: By 2030, In-
dia’s financial capital
will enter the list of
top 20 cities with the
most millionaires,
stated the Global Citi-
zens Report for third
quarter of 2022, by
the London-based in-
vestment advisory
firm Henley and Part-
ners.
Ranked 25th, Mum-
bai was two spots be-
hind Dubai, in the study
by Henley and Partners
, which also stated that
the Maharashtra capi-
tal was home to as many
as 60,600 millionaires,
243 centi-millionaires,
and 30 billionaires.
According to the
report, as many as
67,900 millionaires, 202
centi-millionaires, and
13 billionaires lived
in Dubai, while Shenz-
hen, ranked 30th, had
43,600 millionaires, 135
centi-millionaires, and
17 billionaires.
The list was topped
by New York, and it had
four other American
cities for company in
the top 10, including,
San Francisco Bay area
on 3rd, and Los Ange-
les, Chicago and Hou-
ston at 6th, 7th and 8th,
respectively. At 18, Dal-
las-Fort Worth was the
sixth and final Ameri-
can entry in the top 20.
With Tokyo ranked
second, London at 4th,
Singapore at 5th, Bei-
jing and Shanghai at
9th and 10th, respective-
ly in the top 10. Sydney,
Hong Kong, Frankfurt,
Toronto, Zurich, Seoul,
Melbourne, Geneva and
Paris, in that order,
made for ranks 11-20 on
the list.
The report also men-
tioned Bombay Stock
Exchange and National
Stock Exchange, which
are among the world’s
10 largest stock ex-
changes by market
cap, and said that the
fast-growing sectors in
India’s most populous
city were financial ser-
vices, media, and real
estate.
Mumbai to be among 20 wealthiest cities by 2030: Report
CLIMBING THE RANKS
A London-based investment
advisory firm has currently
ranked India’s financial capital
at 25, two spots behind Dubai
Faith in judiciary vindicated:
Uddhav-ledSenaonHCruling
NCP targets Shrikant Shinde
for occupying ‘CM chair’
Welcoming the court’s decision,
party Spokesperson Manisha Kayande
said this year’s rally will be grand
Son of incumbent CM Eknath Shinde
clarifies he was in the office at their
private residence and not the CMO
Directs insurance
firm, offending
car owner to pay
8% pa interest to
claimants
According to the study, Mumbai is home to as many as 60,600 millionaires, 243 centi-millionaires,
and 30 billionaires.  —FILE PHOTO
A team is people, who fit
together like a jigsaw puzzle
for a beautiful whole.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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YOU’RE NOT JUST CARRYING YOUR BELONGINGS
WITH YOU, YOU’RE CARRYING YOUR BAG AS YOUR
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	12. bag is a  common tool in
the form of a non-rigid
container. The use of
bags predates recorded
history, with the earli-
est bags being no more
than lengths of animal
skin, cotton or woven
plant fibres, folded up at
the edges and secured in
that shape with strings of the
same material. In the modern
world,bagsareubiquitous,with
many people routinely
carrying a wide vari-
ety of them in the
form of cloth or
leather briefcases,
handbagsandback-
packs. Bags made
from more disposa-
ble materials such as
paper or plastic are
being used for
s h o p p i n g
and to car-
ry home
groceries.
W o m -
en prefer
t h e s e
h a n d -
bagsdue
to their high-end idiosyncrasy
.
These bags are differentiated on
the basis of their inherited
craftsmanship. The goodwill of
these brands across the globe is
another factor that influences
thepurchaseof thesehandbags.
Distinctive designs and styles
are an added factor that posi-
tively influences the behaviour
of the customer towards the
purchase of luxury handbags.
The impact of celebrities en-
dorsing these luxury handbags
has increased since 2001. Wom-
en aged between 17-30 years are
majorly influenced by celebri-
tiesendorsingluxuryhandbags.
Besides, women aged 54 years
and above are hardly influenced
by these endorsements. The re-
search was conducted to identi-
fy the various factors influenc-
ing the inclination of women
customers towards luxury
handbags. As per the recent
trends, it was noted that the de-
mand for luxury handbags has
increased because of their high-
end idiosyncrasy
. The demand
has also increased because the
goodwill of these brands across
the globe is another factor that
influencesthepurchaseof these
handbags.
A woman’s purse defines her
existence and personality
. What
she carries, the style of the bag,
thebrandof thebagandthecon-
tents inside define the owner.
One look into a purse can reveal
whether or not the woman is or-
ganised, prepared, structured
and a non-conformist and can
evengivesomeinsightintowhat
type of job she has.
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Bags:TheFirstAffair
You’re not just carrying your belongings with you, you’re carrying your bag as
your partner in daily life. City First highlights the best fashion accessory!
KHUSHI MISHRA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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