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	1. PRAYAGRAJ FAMILY
MURDER CREATES
POLITICAL  RIPPLES
Janardan Misra
Lucknow: The grue-
some murder of five
members of a family in
Prayagraj has raised
questions on claims
of better law and order
in UP.
CM Yogi Adityanath
has expressed deep con-
dolences on the deaths
and instructed officials
to provide every possi-
ble help. The Opposi-
tion slammed Yogi gov-
ernment on deteriorat-
ing law and order situa-
tion as it was second
major crime in Sangam
city in past eight days.
While the SP president
targeted BJP govern-
ment, BSP supremo
Mayawati tweeted that
the brutal murders
were heart wrenching
and matter of concern.
Shivapl Yadav said he
will meet CM Yogi and
request him to provide
security and job to fam-
ily member of the vic-
tims.  More on p3
BENEFICIARIES OFTEN UNAWARE OF
GOVT SCHEMES: CM YOGI ADITYANATH
First India Bureau
“The people for whom
the government launch-
es welfare schemes are
often found unaware of
them,”saidChief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath dur-
ing a book launch event
at his official residence
on Saturday
.
Taking an indirect
jibe at official negli-
gence,theCMsaid,“The
government makes
schemes, but they only
get limited to the ‘babu’
of the government and
the schemes start dying
there.” “Institutions
have theoretical knowl-
edge but society has
practical knowledge,”
Yogi Adityanath added.
Lamenting the lack of
proper communication
of the schemes to the
public, the CM said, “I
spoke to 20 students and
asked them what they
wanted to do. I was very
happy to know that at
least 16 students wanted
to start their own busi-
nesses. But when I asked
them about the schemes
of the government, they
couldn’t say anything.”
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the inauguration of a book
‘Naritva Ki Bharatiya Awadharana’ published by Drishti Stree
Adhyayan Prabodhan Kendra, Pune in Lucknow on Saturday.
Lucknow: PM Naren-
dra Modi will partici-
pate in a programme in
Jammu and Kashmir
on the occasion of Na-
tional Panchayati Raj
Day on Sunday. Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath will
also join the event
through virtual mode.
Prior to the event the
CM will attend a meet-
ing of Gram Sabha of
Airi Rampura village,
Jalaun on National
Panchayati Raj Day. He
will inspect the prima-
ry school/panchayat
secretariat and inaugu-
rate various develop-
ment works. The CM
will also digitally inau-
gurate 16 District Pan-
chayat Resource Cen-
tres and Training Cent-
ers (DPRCs) , 39,000
panchayat secretariats
and 2,000 community
toilets constructed for
` 90 crore.
CM Yogi to
virtually attend
PM event
Police personnel investigating the matter at the incident site in
Khevrajpur village, near Prayagraj on Saturday. —PHOTO BY ANI
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US COLLEGE OFFERS
PORNOGRAPHY CLASS
The Westminster College in
the US city of Utah said that
students will sit down with
their lecturers and watch porn
movies together. The porn
class will be offered during
the 2022-23 academic year.
CENTRAL GOVT RAPS
NEWS CHANNELS
Taking exception to television
coverage of Ukraine war and
Delhi riots, the government
issued a strong advisory to
news channels asking them to
abide by programme code laid
down by relevant laws.  P6
JK turns into fortress
MODI VISITS TODAY
AS
Security arrangements have been
made stringent in Jammu and
Kashmir as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to visit Samba’s Palli in Jammu
Division on Sunday to address panchayats
on the occasion of Panchayati Raj Diwas
1 Concerns were raised after banned terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammad attempted a suicide attack, 17
kilomteres from the place where PM Modi is scheduled
to visit. The attempt was foiled following an encounter
on Friday where two suspected Pakistani terrorists were
shot down and one personnel of the CISF was also killed
3
PM Modi will
inaugurate, lay
foundation stone of
projects worth `20,000
crore during Jammu and
Kashmir visit
2
PAKISTANI TERRORIST KILLED IN
ENCOUNTER IN SOUTH KASHMIR
Kulgam: A Pakistani militant of the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad (JeM) outfit was among two terrorist killed in an
encounter with security forces in Kulgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir on Saturday. Inspector General
of Police (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar, said one of
the slain terrorists was a Pakistani national and
belonged to the JeM outfit.
The event is aimed at
sending out a signal how
the UT is “fast developing
and transforming”,
highlighting the “vibrancy
of democracy at the
grassroots” following the
scrapping of Article 370
that guaranteed special
status to the erstwhile
JK state
PM’S FIRST TRIP AFTER ART 370 ABROGATION
Reliance calls
off `24,713-cr
deal with the
Future Group
Mumbai: Reliance In-
dustries on Saturday
said its Rs 24,713-crore
deal with the Future
Group cannot go ahead
as secured creditors of
the latter have voted
against it.
In a regulatory filing,
Reliance said Future
Group companies com-
prising Future Retail
Limited (FRL) and other
listed companies in-
volved in the scheme
have intimated the re-
sultsof thevotingonthe
scheme of arrangement
by their shareholders
and creditors at their
respective meetings.
In August 2020, Fu-
ture Group announced
the deal to sell 19 com-
panies operating in re-
tail, wholesale, logistics
and warehousing seg-
ments to Reliance Re-
tail Ventures Ltd
(RRVL).
REMOVED
CBSE Drops Democracy And Diversity,
Mughal Courts From 2022-23 Syllabus
“We remain strangers
even after so many
meetings, blood stains
remain even after so
many rains.”
“Not enough to
shed tears, to suffer
anguish, not enough
to nurse love in
secret… Today, walk
in the public square
fettered in chains.”
FAIZ AHMED FAIZ’S
VERSES GONE TOO
For over a decade, CBSE students
have read these translated
excerpts from two poems (left) in
Urdu by Faiz Ahmed Faiz in the
“Religion, Communalism and
Politics — Communalism, Secular
State” section of NCERT’s Class 10
textbook “Democratic Politics II”.
The verses have been excluded
from academic curriculum, was
by the CBSE.
NO TO ISLAMIC EMPIRE, COLD
WAR, INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
The CBSE has dropped chapters about
the Non-Aligned Movement, the Cold
War era, the rise of Islamic empires in
Afro-Asian territories, the chronicles
of Mughal courts and the industrial
revolution from the history and political
science syllabi of classes 11 and 12. The
dropped chapter “Central Islamic Lands”
in the class 11 history syllabus talks
about the rise of Islamic empires in the
Afro-Asian territories and its implications
for economy and society, according to
the description in last year’s syllabus.
Similarly, in the class 12 history syl-
labus, the dropped chapter titled ‘The
Mughal Court: Reconstructing Histo-
ries through Chronicles’ examined the
chronicles of Mughal courts to recon-
struct the social, religious and cultural
history of the Mughals.
UGC, AICTE DIRECT STUDENTS
TO NOT PURSUE HIGHER
‘INVALID’ DEGREE FROM PAK
The University Grants Commission
(UGC) and All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) have
advised students from India and
Overseas Citizen of India to refrain
from pursuing higher education in
Pakistan. The advisory comes within
a month of the regulator’s similar
caution in case of China.
GLOBALISATION IMPACT ON
AGRICULTURE EXITS CLASS 10
In the class 10 syllabus, the topic
“impact of globalisation on agriculture”
from a chapter on ‘Food Security’ has
been dropped. Asked about the rationale
behind the choice of topics or chapters
being dropped, officials maintained that
the changes are part of rationalisation
of syllabus and are in alignment with
recommendations by the NCERT.
In 2020, CBSE had stroked row by
removing chapters on federalism, citi-
zenship, and secularism from class 11.
SHAH IN PUDUCHERRY TODAY
U
nion Home Minister Amit Shah with others wave the national flag during Veer Kunwar
Singh Vijayotsav at Jagdishpur in Bhojpur district on Saturday. Over 75,000 people
simultaneously waved the Tricolour as BJP sought to make history by breaking
Pakistan’s record set 18 years ago. The previous world record was set by 56,000 Pakistanis
who waved their national flag at a function in Lahore in 2004. (inset) Union Home Minister
Amit Shah being welcomed by Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on his arrival at Patna
airport. Shah will visit Pondicherry University on Sunday, and Gujarat on April 30 to attend
the convocation of the Central University in Gandhinagar and events at the Panchmahal
Dairy and Panchmahal District Cooperative Bank.  —PHOTOS BY PTI
MUMBAI HANUMAN
CHALISA ROW:
RANA COUPLE
ARRESTED
Mumbai: Hours after
they cancelled their plan
to recite the Hanuman
Chalisa outside Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray’s private
residence `Matoshree’ in
Mumbai, MLA Ravi Rana
and his wife, MP Navneet
Rana, were arrested
Saturday for allegedly
“creating enmity between
different groups”. Prior
to the arrest, the police
escorted the couple
out of their house amid
high drama.  P6
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First India Bureau
Lucknow: The Uttar
Pradesh government
will beautify nine me-
morial heritage sites
under the ‘Apni Daro-
har, Apni Pehchan
Scheme’.
The scheme aims to
promote the heritage of
the state by running a
programme to create
awareness and instil a
spirit of adoption and
preservation of histori-
cal sites among the
masses. Taking forward
its ‘Apni Dharohar,
Apni Pehchan’ project,
the Yogi government
will be kicking off
many unique experi-
ments across the state.
Under the ‘
Adopt-A-Her-
itage’ policy, nine me-
morial friends have al-
ready been finalised.
The state government
has given a target of 100
days to the Uttar
Pradesh State Director-
ate of Archaeology
, Cul-
ture Department, and
Tourism Department to
prepare an action plan
for the conservation
and promotion of heri-
tage. Along with this,
many unprecedented
works are being done to
promote the arrival of
national and interna-
tional tourists.
Palaces like Chhatar
Manzil and Farhat
Baksh Kothi, built be-
fore 1814, were known
as the ‘Pride of Luc-
know’, and even the
Britishers called them
‘Paradise’.
Chhatar Manzil, a
specimen of exquisite
carvings built in the
early 18th century, is
world-famous. Tourists
have always been at-
tracted towards the
mysteries and enthrall-
ing history of these pal-
aces.
Similarly, the work
of fast beautification
of Lucknow’s Kothi
Gulistan-e-Iram, Dar-
shan Vilas Kothi and
Hulaskhelda excava-
tion site will be com-
pleted under the
scheme.Along with the
historical heritage of
Lucknow, the govern-
ment has selected
monuments like Gov-
ardhan Chhatris of
Mathura, Kardamesh-
war Mahadev Temple
of Varanasi, Chunar
Fort of Mirzapur, Gu-
rudham Temple of Va-
ranasi and Barua
Sagar Fort of Jhansi
in the Adopt-A-Heri-
tage Policy.
CONSERVATION
lll
The scheme
aims to
promote the
heritage of
Uttar Pradesh
by running a
programme
to create
awareness
Yogi govt selects 9 memorial sites under Adopt-A-Heritage policy
GOVT’S PLAN
The Chunargarh fort (Mirzapur) too has been included in the list.
CM attends Sikh event to mark Baisakhi, 401 Prakash Parv
CM Yogi along with DyCMs Keshav Prasad Maurya and Brajesh Pathak attend Sikh
Sabhyacharak Mela to mark the celebration of Baisakhi and 401 Prakash Parv of Guru
Teg Bahadur at Moti Mahal Lawn in Lucknow on Saturday. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath blesses kids at the event.
Govt will also allocate funds for promises made in BJP’s Sankalp Patra
Yogi govt begins preparations
for tabling a much bigger budget
First India Bureau
Lucknow: The Yogi
Adityanath govern-
ment has begun prepa-
rations for 2022-23 bud-
get which is expected
to be bigger than the
last year. One reason
for the enhanced bud-
get is that the govern-
ment will have to make
provision of additional
cash subsidy to be paid
to U.P Power Corpora-
tion Ltd (UPPCL) to
implement its poll
promise of providing
free power to farmers.
The budget session is
expected to be con-
vened next month and
chief minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath is already
burning the mid-night
oil by viewing presen-
tations of all the major
departments. Besides
allocating funds to im-
plement the CM’s di-
rectives given at these
presentations, the state
government will also
earmark funds to im-
plement many promis-
es that have been made
in the BJP’s Sankalp
Patra for the recently
concluded 2022 UP as-
sembly polls.
The Yogi government
had on December 16,
2021 presented an inter-
im-budget for 2022-23 in
the state legislature
proposing an expendi-
ture of ₹5,45,370.69 crore
and estimated receipts
of ₹5,44.836.56 crore,
leaving a deficit of
₹534.13 crore. It got a
vote on account ap-
proved only for the first
four months of the fi-
nancial year 2022-23. So,
it would have to get the
annual budget passed
before July 31.
Although the state
government’s revenue
collections have gone
up consistently, the re-
strictions imposed to
fight Covid-19 have had
an adverse impact on
the state’s economy
. Mo-
bilising additional re-
sources for a larger bud-
get would pose a chal-
lenge. The budget for
2022-2023 is likely to be
₹6 lakh crore.
Chief General Manager of SBI, Ajay Kumar Khanna paid a courtesy visit to CM Yogi Adityanath at his
official residence on Saturday.
CM YOGI INSPIRES
FIVE LIQUOR MAFIA
TO SURRENDER
First India Bureau
Shahjahanpur: In-
spired by Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath’s policies, five
people allegedly in-
volved in manufactur-
ing and selling illicit li-
quor surrendered at a
police station here, offi-
cials said on Saturday
.
According to police,
the five men carrying
posters which read “I do
the work of making and
selling countrymade li-
quor, but influenced by
the policies of Yogi Ad-
ityanath, I am giving up
this work. I will never
make illicit liquor
again, that’s why I have
come to surrender’
reached the Khutar Po-
lice Station here Friday
evening.”
Superintendent of
Police S Anand said
four of these men are
history-sheeters.
He said the five men
identified as Kashmir
Singh, Roshan Singh,
Deshraj Singh, Cha-
man Singh and Gur-
meet also took an oath
not to get involved in
illicit liquor business
in the future, adding
that they were later let
off by the cops.
Guv attends IIT
Roorkee Alumni
event in Lko
First India Bureau
Lucknow: Governor
Anandiben Patel on Sat-
urday took part in the
‘Global Thomas 175’
event organized by IIT
Roorkee Alumni Asso-
ciation to mark the
completion of 175 years
of the establishment of
IIT Roorkee University
at Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan in Luc-
know.
In her address, she
said that the alumni of
IIT Roorkee University
have made their place
in the country and
abroad. She added that
Amrit Mahotsav of In-
dependence is being cel-
ebrated to mark 75
years of independence
and officials should en-
sure public participa-
tion in the event.
The governor on the
occasion called upon
the universities to
adopt Anganwadi cen-
tres, villages and pri-
mary schools and help
them become well
equipped.
UPseriouslyconsideringUCC implementation
Lucknow (PTI):  The
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment is thinking seri-
ously in the direction of
the implementation of
the Uniform Civil Code
in the state, Uttar
Pradesh’s Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya said on Satur-
day
.
Maurya made the
revelation while favour-
ing the expeditious im-
plementation of the
UCC both in the coun-
try and the state.
“One law for all in
one country is the need
of the hour. It is re-
quired that we should
get out of the system of
one law for one person
and another for others.
We are in favour of a
common civil code,”
Maurya said while
talking to newspersons.
“The Uttar Pradesh
government is thinking
in this direction seri-
ously, the deputy Chief
Minister said while tak-
ing to reporters.
Even in other states
where there is no BJP
government, its imple-
mentation is necessary
for inclusive growth, he
said, adding the com-
mon civil code is such a
thing which should not
only be demanded but
also welcomed by all .
Soon after the forma-
tion of the Uttarakhand
government after the
recent assembly elec-
tions, the first Cabinet
meeting presided by Ut-
tarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi there decided to
form a committee of ex-
perts on the implemen-
tation of a Uniform Civ-
il Code in the state.
YA ALI!
Shia Muslims participate in a procession to commemorate the death anniversary of Hazrat
Ali, in Lucknow on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya addresses an Thmoso 175, an
IIT Roorkee event at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan on Saturday.
Wrestler Geeta Phogat on Saturday paid a courtesy visit to UP CM
Yogi Adityanath.
Members of the Sikh community felicitate Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
at the event, which was organised by Alambagh Gurudwara at the Moti Mahal Lawns
on Saturday. MoS Baldev Singh Aulakh was also present.
PREPS GOING ON
—PHOTOS
BY
SUMIT
KUMAR
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Mathura (PTI): Au-
thorities of Shahi Idgah
Masjid here on Friday
saidtheyhavedecidedto
regulate the use of loud-
speakers in the mosque
adjacent to the Krishna
Janmabhoomi Temple.
Three loudspeakers
inthemosquehavebeen
dismantled and only
one loudspeaker is func-
tional at low pitch, Tan-
veer Ahmad, secretary
of Shahi Idgah Masjid,
said. He said it has been
ensured that the sound
of the loudspeaker
functional in the
mosque does not go be-
yond the boundaries of
the structure.
It is a step to main-
tain harmony for which
Mathura is known, Ah-
mad said.
On the appeal of Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
YogiAdityanathoverthe
use of loudspeakers in
shrines of both Hindu
and Muslim communi-
ties, the loudspeaker
playing devotional mu-
sic in the morning atop
Bhagwat Bhavan temple
of Sri Krishna Jan-
masthan was disman-
tledonWednesday
,Kapil
Sharma,secretaryof Sri
Krishna Janmasthan
Seva Sansthan, said.
The pitch of the lone
loudspeaker used inside
Bhagwat Bhavan temple
has been kept to opti-
mum minimum level so
that it does not come out
of the four walls of the
temple, he said.
B a r e i l l y ( P -
TI):  The body of a
13-year-old girl was
found in a swim-
ming pool late on
Friday night in
Hafizganj area here,
three hours after
she was reported
missing, police said.
The deceased’s fa-
ther has accused the
swimming pool’s
owner of killing her
daughter, they said,
adding the body has
been sent for post
mortem examina-
tion and probe is on.
SP (Rural) Rajku-
mar Agarwal said,”
A 13-year-old girl
reportedly went
missing on Friday
evening. The body
of thegirlwasfound
in a swimming pool
later in the night.”
The said swimming
poolunderHafizganj
police station limits
was found to be op-
erating illegally
without proper
clearance,hesaidon
Saturday
.
Sambhal (PTI): Ad-
ministrative and
health department
officials have sprung
into action after 129
people in a village
here tested positive
for Hepatitis C infec-
tion.Of the 233 people
of Ramnagar village
of Asmoli area, tested
recently for Hepatitis
C, 129 were found pos-
itive for the infection,
informed Dr Manoj
Chaudhary, Incharge
of primary health
centre (PHC) Asmoli.
Hepatitis C is a viral
infection which is pri-
marily transmitted
through blood,
Chaudhary informed.
Following the find-
ings, the DM Manish
Bansal has directed
officials to make ar-
rangements for clean
drinking water in the
village.
Banda (PTI): Thefather
and the brother of a
17-year-old girl, whose
body was exhumed for
postmortem, have been
arrestedinacaseof hon-
our killing, police here
said on Saturday
.
The postmortem re-
port has confirmed that
the girl, a resident of
Gurha Kala village, was
strangled to death, they
said.Intheinvestigation
conducted so far, it has
been found that the girl
was in love with a boy of
thecasteshebelongedto,
but her family was op-
posedtotherelationship,
police said.
She was strangled to
death and buried under
a cattle shed on Wednes-
day
, DSP (Circle Officer
Naraini) Nitin Kumar
said. The body was ex-
humed on Friday after
villagers informed po-
lice that the girl’s body
washiddenaftershewas
killed, he said. Postmor-
tem was carried out on
Friday and the report
was received late in the
evening.
Lucknow (PTI): Two
delegations of the Sam-
ajwadi Party will visit
Bareilly and Shahjahan-
pur districts where the
authorities have bull-
dozed the petrol pump
of an MLA and a build-
ing owned by the family
of a party leader, respec-
tively
. While one SP del-
egation will visit Shah-
jahanpur on April 25,
the other will go to Ba-
reilly on April 26.
The teams have been
formed on the instruc-
tion of SP president
Akhilesh Yadav, accord-
ing to a press release is-
sued on Saturday by the
party’s state unit chief
Naresh Uttam Patel.
Patel said Leader of
Opposition in the Legis-
lative Council Sanjay
Lathar, former minister
Omkar Singh Yadav,
MLA Kamal Akhtar
and ex-MP Praveen
Singh Aron have been
included in the delega-
tion that will visit Ba-
reilly and speak to the
DM. SP spokesperson
Rajendra Chaudhary
said former minister
Hemraj Verma and Ra-
jpal Kashyap are part of
the delegation that will
visit Shahjahanpur.
The action came two
days after former MLA
Roshanlal Verma said
he hopes for justice
from CM Yogi Aditya-
nath. He had accused
his political rivals of
conspiring against him.
First India Bureau
Gorakhpur: The CBI
investigation has re-
vealed huge financial ir-
regularities in payment
of vendor’s commission
fromOctober2020toJan-
uary 2021.
Though General Man-
ager Vidyanand claimed
thatpaymentsweredone
as per norms and all re-
cords were saved. CBI
teamhadarcaughtassis-
tant general manager
Ajay Kumar red-handed
when he was taking Rs
4000bribefromavendor.
The actions were taken
against him on com-
plaint of bribe demands
for payments.
CBI investigations re-
vealed that payments of
about Rs 10 lakh were
made to vendors in four
months from October to
January
. It was revealed
that association of offi-
cials and vendors were
causingfinancialirregu-
larities to the company
.
After arresting of Ajay
Kumar some more peo-
ple are on radar.
Shahi Idgah Masjid authorities regulate use of loudspeakers in mosque
ON CM APPEAL
lll
Masjid
secretary
Tanveer Ahmad
says that it is a
step to maintain
harmony for
which Mathura
is known Shahi Idgah Masjid —FILE PHOTO
Missing
girl found
dead in pool
SPdelegationstovisit
Bareilly,Shahjahanpur
DEMOLITION DRIVE
129 test positive for
Hepatitis C in Sambhal FATHER, BRO
STRANGULATE
17-YEAR-OLD
GIRL TO DEATH
HONOUR KILLING
CRUCIAL READ
UPMRC MD KUMAR KESHAV FETED BY
GUV AT IIT ROORKEE EVENT
Lucknow: UPMRC MD Kumar Keshav was felicitated
by Governor Anandiben Patel on Saturday at an event
organised to celebrate the 175th year of IIT Roor-
kee (1847-2022) at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan here.
Kumar, a 1981-batch alumni was invited as part of
the 2-day programme ‘Ullaas’ that saw felicitation of
distinguished alumni members. Kumar Keshav was
also felicitated by the Governor for his contribution
in providing mass transit system in the form of Luc-
know Metro. Keshav said, “I feel indebted towards
this institution for shaping my career and providing
the much-needed impetus in the professional arena.”
CRPF SI KILLED
IN ACCIDENT
IN AMETHI
Amethi: A CRPF sub-
inspector was killed
and his relative injured
when their motorcycle
was hit by a truck
near the Durgapur
crossroad on the
Faizabad-Allahabad
highway, police said
on Saturday. “The
accident occurred
under the Piparpur
police station area on
Friday night,” station
in-charge Dhirendra
Yadav said. CRPF Sub-
Inspector Umashankar
Singh (55), who was
posted in Ramganj in
Amethi, was killed in
the accident. He was
a resident of Patti Lal
Shah Bhadar village
under Piparpur police
station’s area.
‘ENCROACHED’
LAND BY SP
LEADER VACATED
Kannauj:  A piece
of government land
a local Samajwadi
Party (SP) leader had
allegedly encroached
on here was vacated
using a bulldozer on
Saturday, officials said.
The action comes a
week after the district
administration razed
another “illegal”
structure constructed
by the SP leader,
Rajnikant Yadav, on
government land in
the district. Over 4,800
square metres of gov-
ernment land worth
around Rs 24 lakh
allegedly encroached
upon by Yadav was
freed on Saturday,
ADM (Sadar) Umakant
Tiwari told PTI.
FIVE OF FAMILY BRUTALLY
KILLED, HOUSE SET ABLAZE
Police suspect they were
attacked  killed with
sharp-edged weapon
BSPsupremoMayawati
demandsthoroughprobe
intoPrayagrajmurder
SP attacks Yogi Adityanath,
says under the B JP 2.0, UP
immersed in crime
Prayagraj (PTI): Five
members of a family
were killed with sharp-
edged weapons in
Khevrajpur village in
the district, police said
on Saturday. While the
Samajwadi Party at-
tacked the Yogi Aditya-
nath dispensation say-
ing that “Under the
BJP 2.0, UP immersed
in crime.” BSP chief
Mayawati demanded a
thorough probe into
the incident
Tharwai police sta-
tion received informa-
tion around 5.30 am
that four-five people
have been spotted dead
in a house and on
reaching there, police
found the head of the
house, Rajkumar (55),
his wife Kusum (50),
his daughter Manisha
(25), his daughter-in-
law Savita (30), and
granddaughter Mitak-
shi (2) dead, Senior Su-
perintendent of Police
(SSP) Ajay Kumar said.
The incident hap-
pened on Friday night
when Rajkumar’s son
Sunil was not in the
house. He had gone to
attend a wedding. The
SSP said that prime fa-
cie it appears that the
deceased were hit with
a stick or some blunt
weapon and there are
injury marks also on
the head.
How the killings took
place and other details
will be known only af-
ter the post-mortem of
the dead bodies, the
SSP said, adding it will
be videographed so
that no evidence is left
out.
It was also found that
there was a fire in the
bedroom of the house
which was extin-
guished by the fire bri-
gade, he said. The fam-
ily members have
reached here and talks
are being held with
them.
A case has been
lodged at Gangapar
Tharwai police station
area and seven teams
have been formed to
look into the whole
matter, the SSP said.
A dog squad and fo-
rensic team have
reached the spot and
the evidence is being
collected after inspect-
ing the spot, police said.
Reacting on the inci-
dent, SP president Akh-
ilesh Yadav said “Under
the BJP 2.0, UP im-
mersed in crime. To-
day’s testimonial” and
attached the news re-
port of the killing.
The BSP president
Mayawati said, “The
news of the brutal
murder of five mem-
bers of a family in
Prayagraj is very sad,
condemnable and wor-
rying . The govern-
ment should go to the
bottom of the incident
and ensure that strict
legal action is taken
against the culprits.”
G h a z i a b a d
(PTI):  Three transport
department officials
were suspended on Fri-
day on Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s di-
rection, two days after a
10-year-old boy was
killed while peeping out
a window of his school
bus. Police on Friday
lodged an FIR against
51 people for allegedly
giving a call on social
media for a protest
“with sticks” outside a
police station “for jus-
tice to the deceased”.
“Lokendra Arya, a
local, gave the call for
protest on Thursday. It
is an act of inciting vio-
lence. An FIR has been
lodged under relevant
sections of the IPC and
the IT Act in the mat-
ter,” SP (Rural) Iraj
Raja said. A video in
which a woman district
official is seen scolding
and wagging a finger at
a woman telling her to
shut up has gone viral
on social media.
The video is reported-
lyof Thursdaywhenthe
family members of the
deceased blocked the
Delhi-Meerut highway
accusing the police of
conniving with school
officials in the case.
SDM Shubhangi Shuk-
la, is seen losing her
temper with the woman.
Shukla claimed that the
womansheisseenscold-
ing is not the mother of
the deceased student.
First India Bureau
Agra: A four-year-old
boy was burnt alive
whenahutcaughtfirein
aJalalpurvillage of Jag-
ner block in Agra on Sat-
urday morning.
“The boy identified as
Kapil, son of Anar
Singh, was playing with
other children when the
fire broke out in the hut
due to unknown rea-
sons,”SHOYogendraPal
Singh said.
ChobSingh,aresident
of Jalalpur village, has a
farm on the edge of the
village. On Saturday
morning, his grandson
had come to play in the
field. According to the
information, there was
no one around when the
hut caught fire. Chob
Singh was also working
in the fields away from
the hut. When Chob
Singh saw the flames, he
ran towards the hut, but
by then it was too late.
Kin of victims mourn the deaths of five members of a family in Prayagraj on Saturday.
SECOND INCIDENT IN TEN DAYS
Earlier, on April 15, in Khagalpur village of
Nawabganj police station area of Gangapar area
here, four members of a family were murdered
with sharp weapons and the head of the family was
found hanging.
Student’s death: 3 suspended,
51 booked over protest call
Boy charred to death
as hut catches fire
BURNT ALIVE
VIDEO GONE VIRAL
CBIproberevealsfinancialfraudinBSNL
HUGE LOSS
CBI investigations re-
vealed that payments of
about Rs 10 lakh were
made to vendors in four
months from October
to January.
Lakhimpur Kheri:
The two teachers, ac-
cused in the lockup case
of girls in a school here,
claimed a conspiracy
had been hatched as
they raised their voice
against irregularities
in the school.
They said when they
got information about
their transfer, both
were talking and hear-
ing their conversation,
the children got emo-
tional. As they were ex-
plaining to them inside
a room, the police came,
and the interrogation-
went on for hours. They
said they had a video to
prove that.
Teachers cry
conspiracy
—PHOTO BY PTI
Three loudspeakers in
the mosque have been
dismantled and only
one loudspeaker is
functional at low pitch
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Radiate boundless
love towards the
entire world.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
Nitin Gadkari
@nitin_gadkari
Remembering Indian Filmmaker
and among the dozen or so great
masters of world cinema, is known
for his humanistic approach to
Cinema Bharat Ratna Satyajit Ray
on his death anniversary.
Anurag Thakur
@ianuragthakur
Hon’ble Governor of Himachal
Pradesh Shri @rajendraarlekar.
Happy Birthday to you and best
wishes. I wish you good health
and long life.
TOP TWEETS
HEALTH MINISTER
MUST NOT LOOSEN
THE LEASH ON
TRUANT DOCTORS
issing doctors and
health staff, expen-
sive medical equip-
ment lying unused is
how one will gener-
ally find a primary health centre
(PHC) or a community health
centre (CHC) in Uttar Pradesh.
Patients going to these centres
are treated casually and sent
home or told to go to a bigger
district or state hospital.
Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak’s surprise visits
to CHCs at Mahmudabad and
Ghunghter in Sitapur and Bara-
banki respectively, and a PHC at
Kursi has, therefore, not re-
vealed anything new because
that is the real picture of the
state’s health infrastructure.
Pathak, who is in-charge of
medical and health portfolios, is
trying to get a first hand idea of
how sick the system is.
Not that these truths were not
known to health department
mandarins and those in the
medical directorate but the will
to take the offenders to task has
been missing. The message
must go out that such surprise
inspections and stern actions
will continue.
M
hatever may be
the outcome of
parliamentary in-
vestigation in the
“partygate” Brit-
ish Prime Minister Boris
Johnson will return from In-
diafullysatisfiedwiththesuc-
cess of his visit. To their mu-
tual benefit, the UK hopes to
sign a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA)aroundDiwalithisyear.
This will be the third FTA to
be signed by India after the
ones with Australia and the
UAE. The FTA “could double
our trade and investment by
the decade” and bring down
tariffs on goods imported be-
tween the two countries. The
FTAisexpectedtobeadvanta-
geous for India though the
real picture will be known
only after going through the
agreement’s fine print.
However, India stands to
gain much from the visit.
Johnson and Modi agreed to
deepen cooperation in the de-
fence and security sector cov-
ering land, sea, air, cyber and
space.Andto“supportgreater
defence and security collabo-
ration with India over the
comingdecade,Londonwould
issueanOpenGeneralExport
Licence(OGEL)toNewDelhi,
reducing bureaucracy and
shortening delivery times for
defence procurement”.
The defence collaboration
with the aim of supporting
Modi’s Aatm Nirbhar Bharat
plan will be done keeping the
troubled Indo-Pacific region
in mind. The OGEL is Brit-
ain’s first in the region.
With trade cooperation be-
ing the main agenda, any
mention of Russia-Ukraine
conflict was carefully avoid-
ed. Such is the impact of
trade, economy and strategic
interestsinbilateralrelations
that Britain wants to make up
for its Brexit loss by taking its
ties with India to the next
level unmindful of the latter’s
stand on Ukraine.
UK-INDIA TIES SEE
AN UPSWING
Johnson and Modi agreed to
deepen cooperation in defence
 security sector covering
land, sea, air, cyber  space.
And to “support greater
defence and security
collaboration with India
over the coming decade,
London would issue an OGEL
to Delhi, reducing bureaucracy
and shortening delivery times
for defence procurement”
W
Autobiographies of 2 friends
MMK Wali and Ajay Singh
Today, I am writing about autobiographies of 2 friends. Both have been
published recently and posthumously. “Motivated by Life and
Undaunted by Strife” is authored by MMK Wali and Fiji A Love Story:
Memoirs of an Unconventional Diplomat” by Ajay Singh
“Motivated by Life
and Undaunted by
Strife” is a splendid
and engrossing
book. It is co-edited
by his daughter,
Charu Walikhanna.
Wali departed
before the book was
published.
This is most
readable book, and
will keep Ajay’s
memory alive. I
might add that the
book was finished
by Mahavir Singh
with the help of
voluminous notes
left by Ajay Singh.
K Wali passed away in
2019 at the age of 92 in
New Delhi. He and I
qualified for the IAS/
IFS in 1953. I opted for
the IFS, Wali for the IAS
for family reasons. In those far off
days the probationers of these high-
ly coveted services had their train-
ing in Metcalfe House situated on
the banks of Jamuna, which was far
from dry in those times.
The IFS batch consisted 7 and IAS
of 32 probationers. Our salary was
nearly Rs 400/-. One did not know
how to spend it. Petrol was 12 annas
a gallon. Wali was born in Sailkot in
1927. He excelled at school, college
and Allahabad University. He was
fluent in half a dozen languages in-
cluding Persian. Wali was allotted
the Rajasthan cadre ending up as
Chief Secretary
.
His first Chief Minister was Jag-
annath Pahadia. He came from my
home town, Bharatpur. Everyone in
Rajasthan was appalled at his ap-
pointment. He was Sanjay Gandhi’s
choice. Pahadia was not upto the
job and was soon eased out. He was
endowed with a very thick skin. Let
me quote Wali. “As late as 2016, dec-
ades after he had been replaced as
the Chief Minister, Pahadia contin-
ued to occupy an almost rent-free
government bungalow in the posh
Civil Lines in Jaipur. For a decade
he also continued to occupy an
apartment in Bikaner House in
New Delhi, rent-free. Rajiv Gandhi
appointed Pahadia, Governor of
Bihar!!”
Sonia Gandhi disapproved of the
statue. She spoke to Rajiv, who want-
ed the statue to be removed. This
message was conveyed to Wali by ML
Fotedar. Wali pointed out that seri-
ous problems would be created if the
statue was removed. Rajiv would
have none of it. Wali was asked to
resign. This does no credit to Rajiv
Gandhi or his wife.
“Motivated by Life and Undaunted
by Strife” is a splendid and engross-
ing book. It is co-edited by his daugh-
ter, Charu Walikhanna. Wali depart-
ed before the book was published.
M
The most gripping parts of the
book are about the statue of
Lord Mahavira being
installed in Badabari near
Mehrauli. Wali was Lt.
Governor of Delhi at the time.
Indira Gandhi had no objection
to the erection of the statue.
So did Wali, as all
concerned agencies had
approved the building of
the Mahavira statue
iji A Love Story: Mem-
oirsof anUnconvention-
al Diplomat” by Ajay
Singh is a gem of a book.
I read it in one go. Ajay’s
ancestors were farmers.
They were inhabitants of a small vil-
lagelocatedbetweenAgraandBharat-
pur state, where my family lived. His
great grandfather was taken to Fiji as
an indentured labourer in the 1880s.
Ajay’s father Captain Bhagwan Sin-
gh was born in 1916. He was educated
at Agra College. In 1941 he joined the
army
. When India became independ-
entCaptBhagwanSinghwasinducted
into the IAS. He also served as India’s
first High Commissioner to Fiji.
Ajay Singh was born in 1950, and
educated at Modern School, St. Ste-
phen’s College and Canterbury Univer-
sityinNewZealand.Forawhile,hewas
a journalist. Had a brief stint with “In-
dia Today”. He joined politics, worked
under Chaudhary Charan Singh. He
was elected to the Lok Sabha, became a
junior minister in Prime Minister VP
Singh’s government in 1991. He was
President of the All India Jat Sabha
from 2013 to his passing away in 2020.
Some months after I became Exter-
nalAffairsMinisterin2004,Iwastold
that we were to have a vacancy in our
mission in Suva. I sent for Ajay, tell-
ing him that I was posting him to Fiji.
He was naturally taken aback. “Me,
what for? What would you like me to
do there?”. I informed him that he
would be India’s High Commissioner.
When he told Shiromani, she said
to Ajay, “did I hear right? High Com-
missioner! Are you sitting in the
Press Club again, boozing with your
friends while I slog my back off in
this office? Who the hell would ap-
point you High Commisioner?” Ajay
,
“Chacha Natwar”. Ajay Singh made
a mark as Head of Mission, Shirom-
ani proved to be an excellent hostess
and helped Ajay in getting to know
all aspects of Fijian life better.
In the middle of May 2020 Ajay and
Mahavir Singh (he worked with Ajay
in Suva) came to meet my wife, Hem,
and me. I asked how the autobiogra-
phy was getting on? He had written
a few chapters. That is the last time I
saw him. He passed away a few weeks
later. We were deeply distressed.
Thisismostreadablebook,andwill
keepAjay’smemoryalive.Imightadd
thatthebookwasfinishedbyMahavir
Singh with the help of voluminous
notes left by Ajay Singh.
“F
The book is not only a history of
his family but also of brutal
British rule in Fiji. Ajay has
dedicated his Memoirs to
his late wife, Shrimoni, who
belonged to a prominent Brahmin
family in Suva the capital of Fiji
K NATWAR SINGH
The author is Former Minister
of External Affairs of India
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New Delhi (PTI): Tak-
ing exception to televi-
sion coverage of the
Ukraine-Russia conflict
and the Delhi riots, the
government on Satur-
day issued a strong ad-
visory to news channels
asking them to abide by
the programme code
laid down by the rele-
vant laws.
The government cit-
ed specific instances of
“hyberbolic” state-
ments by news anchors
and “scandalous head-
lines/taglines” while
reporting on the
Ukraine-Russia conflict
and disrupting the in-
vestigation process into
the incidents in north-
west Delhi by airing un-
verified CCTV footage.
It also said that cer-
tain debates on televi-
sion channels on the
incidents in northwest
Delhi had unparliamen-
tary, provocative and
unacceptable language.
Last week, clashes
broke out between two
communities in north-
west Delhi’s Jahangir-
puri during a Hanuman
Jayanti procession.
The government ex-
presses serious concern
about the manner in
which television chan-
nels have gone about
their operations in the
manner of transmitting
content, read the advi-
sory issued by the Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing Ministry
.
It strongly advised
the channels to immedi-
ately refrain from pub-
lishing and transmit-
ting any content which
is violative of the provi-
sions of the Cable Tele-
vision Networks (Regu-
lation) Act 1995 and the
rules thereunder.
Section 6 of the Pro-
gramme Code under the
Act states that “no pro-
gramme should be car-
ried in the cable service
which offends against
good taste or decency;
contains criticism of
friendly countries; con-
tains attack on religions
or communities or visu-
als or words contemptu-
ous of religious groups
or which promote com-
munal attitudes; con-
tains anything, ob-
scene, defamatory, de-
liberate, false and sug-
gestive innuendos and
half truths”.
New Delhi: Delhi’s R-
value, which indicates
the spread of Covid-19,
was recorded at 2.1 this
week, implying that
every infected person is
infecting two others in
the national Capital, ac-
cording to an analysis
by IIT-Madras.
The ‘R’ or reproduc-
tive value indicates the
number of people an
infected person can
spread the disease to,
and a pandemic is con-
sidered to end if this
value goes below one.
The preliminary
analysis by computa-
tional modelling was
done by IIT-Madras’ De-
partment of Mathemat-
ics and Centre of Excel-
lence for Computation-
al Mathematics and
Data Science headed by
Prof Neelesh S Upad-
hye and Prof S Sundar.
This was shared with
PTI and according to it,
Delhi’s R-value this
week was recorded at
2.1. India’s R-value, at
present, stands at 1.3.
Asked if it can be de-
duced that this is the
beginning of the fourth
wave of Covid-19 in Del-
hi, Dr Jayant Jha, As-
sistant Professor, De-
partment of Mathemat-
ics, IIT-Madras, said it
would be too early to
declare an onset of an-
other wave.
Every Covid +ve person infecting 2: Study
BEGINNING OF FOURTH WAVE?
lll
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
will hold a
meeting with
chief ministers
on the emerging
Covid-19
situation in the
country on
Wednesday
‘AVOID SCANDALOUS HEADLINES’
GOVT TO TV CHANNELS ON UKRAINE, DELHI RIOTS COVERAGE
Guwahati (PTI): De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday as-
serted that India would
not hesitate to act
against terrorists who
target the country from
across the border.
Speaking at a pro-
gramme, where Assam-
based veterans of 1971
India-Pakistan War
were felicitated, Singh
said the government
was working to wipe
out terrorism from the
country
.
“India has been suc-
cessful in giving out the
message that terrorism
will be strongly dealt
with. We will not hesi-
tate to cross borders if
the country is targeted
from outside,” he main-
tained.
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh also said
that the eastern bound-
ary of the country is
currently experiencing
more peace and stabili-
ty compared to the west-
ern frontier, with Bang-
ladesh being a friendly
neighbour.
Patna: A day after Bi-
har Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar attended an
Iftar party at RJD lead-
er Rabri Devi’s resi-
dence and sat next to
Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav and his
elder brother Tej Pratap
Yadav, the JD(U) leader
on Saturday clarified
that the visit had “noth-
ing to do with politics”.
“We all attend such
events. My presence
has nothing to do with
politics at all. Since I
was invited for the
event, I attended it. ,” he
told reporters after pay-
ing floral tribute to free-
dom fighter Veer Kun-
war Singh on his birth
anniversary
.
Kumar had on Friday
attended a Dawat-e-Iftar
organised by Rabri
Devi, the former CM at
her 10, Circular Road
residence in Patna.
Washington: India
wants to be strong
friends with the “liber-
al world” but it needs
Russia’s assistance to
defend its borders, Un-
ion Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said, following criti-
cism about refusal to
condemn Vladimir Pu-
tin’s war on Ukraine.
India is the world’s
top buyer of Russian
weapons, which it uses
to deter aggression
from neighbors Paki-
stan and China — two
countries that have long
cooperated on defence.
While the US had tradi-
tionally sought to bal-
ance ties between India
and Pakistan, which for
years was an important
partner in Afghanistan,
more recently it has
courted New Delhi to
counter China.
India may look at in-
creasing tax on some
goods and services in a
step toward moving to a
simpler structure, ac-
cording to people famil-
iar with the matter.
New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court collegi-
um headed by Chief
Justice of India N V Ra-
mana has recommend-
ed to the Centre the
names of six additional
judges for appointment
as permanent ones in
Calcutta High Court.
The collegium, which
also comprised senior
most judges UU Lalit
and AM Khanwilkar,
approved the proposal
for appointment of Jus-
tice Satyen Vaidya, ad-
ditional judge of the
Himachal Pradesh HC,
as the permanent judge
of the same High Court.
Mumbai: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
has alleged that Yes
Bank co-founder Rana
Kapoor and DHFL pro-
moters Kapil and
Dheeraj Wadhawan si-
phoned off funds worth
Rs 5,050 crore through
suspicious transac-
tions.
The ED said this in
its second supplemen-
tary (third overall)
chargesheet filed in a
special court here re-
cently against Rana Ka-
poor, his family, Wadha-
wans and others in a
money laundering case.
India has its own problems:
Biden’s note on dictatorships
A bulldozer demolishes the structure following the violence between two groups at Jahangirpuri, in
New Delhi. (Inset) Civilians are attempting to escape from the town of Irpin.  —FILE PHOTOS
Washington (PTI):
US President Joe
Biden spoke about
things that “autocrats
fear most” at an event
in the United States
on Friday
. What stood
out was the fact that
he clubbed India in
the sentence, which
also mentioned dicta-
torships.
Joe Biden also
spoke about China’s
Xi Jinping and Rus-
sia’s Vladimir Putin.
On China, he recalled
how Xi Jinping once
complained to him
about the Quad alli-
ance working in the
Indo-Pacific in a way
that is “against Chi-
na”.
On Putin, Joe Biden
said how the Russian
leader got “exactly
what he didn’t want”
as “Finland and Swe-
den too now want to
join NATO”.
Colombo: India has agreed to extend an addi-
tional $500 million credit line to help Sri Lanka
import fuel, Finance Minister Ali Sabry said,
amid delays in chalking out a bailout package
with the IMF to mitigate the dire financial crisis
facing the island nation. Sri Lanka has been
struggling to pay for imports after its foreign
exchange reserves plummeted sharply in
recent times, causing a devaluation of its cur-
rency and spiralling inflation. “India has agreed
to provide an additional $500 million for our
fuel imports,” Sabry said on Friday.
INDIA OFFERS EXTRA $500M CREDIT
LINE TO SRI LANKA TO BUY FUEL
PM Narendra Modi with US Prez Joe Biden.  —FILE PHOTO
Mumbai: Captain Rishabh Pant was on Saturday fined
100 per cent of his match fee, while assistant coach
Pravin Amre was handed a one-match ban for breach-
ing the IPL Code of Conduct during Delhi Capitals’ 15-
run loss to Rajasthan Royals. Besides the one match
ban, Amre was also fined his entire match fees, while
DC pacer Shardul Thakur too has been penalised 50
per cent of his match-fees, IPL said in a release.
The trio were penalised for their conduct.
PANT, THAKUR HANDED HEAVY FINES,
AMRE SUSPENDED FOR ONE MATCH
SECURITY TO 184
VIPs WITHDRAWN
IN PUNJAB
Chandigarh (PTI): The
Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) Bhagwant Mann
led Punjab government
has withdrawn the se-
curity provided to 184
former ministers, MLAs
and private protectees
in Punjab. Among
the 184 VIPs to lose
their security are the
Families of — former
CM Channi, Gurdarshan
Brar, IPS Gurdarshan
Singh, and Udaybir
Singh (son of former
Cabinet Minister).
COAST GUARD
INDUCTS VESSEL
‘URJA PRAVAHA’
Kochi: The Indian Coast
Guard Ship (Auxiliary
Barge) named ‘Urja Pra-
vaha’ has been inducted
into the Indian Coast
Guard at Gujarat’s Bha-
ruch. Urja Pravaha ar-
rived in Kochi on Friday
and will be under the
operational command
of Coast Guard District
Headquarters-4 (Kerala
and Mahe), in addition
to auxiliary barge Urja
Shrota, which was
based here since 2017,
a press release said.
CRUCIAL READ
Mumbai: Amravati MP
Navneet Rana and her
husband MLA Ravi
Rana were arrested by
the Mumbai police from
their house in subur-
ban Khar on Saturday
evening for “allegedly
creating enmity be-
tween different
groups”. Hours after
the couple cancelled
their plan to recite the
Hanuman Chalisa out-
side Maharashtra CM
Uddhav Thackeray’s
private residence ‘Ma-
toshree’.
The Ranas were
booked under IPC sec-
tion 153 (A) (promoting
enmity between differ-
ent groups on grounds
of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, lan-
guage, etc., and doing
acts prejudicial to
maintenance of har-
mony), and section 135
of the Mumbai Police
Act (violation of pro-
hibitory orders of po-
lice), the police said.
BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis said the Shiv
Sena-led Maharashtra
government’s way of
handling the entire epi-
sode was “very child-
ish”. The state govern-
ment tries to hide its
failures by terming the
situations it can’t han-
dle as BJP-sponsored,
the former CM said.
Hanuman Chalisa row and
charge of creating ‘enmity’
HIGH-DRAMA IN MUMBAI Won’t hesitate to act
against ultras: Rajnath
Bihar CM slams Iftar
attendance-RJD buzz
India wants to be strong friends
with West, says FM Sitharaman
SC Collegium
recommends 6
names as judges
of Calcutta HC
Yes Bank’s Rana,
others siphoned
off `5,050 cr: ED
Khar Police arrest Independent
MP from Amravati Navneet
Rana and MLA Ravi Rana.
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
calls on Prime Minister Narendra Modi to discuss the good
governance initiatives of the MP Government and how their
transformative schemes are bringing a positive change in
people’s lives in New Delhi on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
SHIVRAJ MEETS MODI
BIRLA VISITS TA PROHM TEMPLE
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla visited world famous Ta Prohm temple, Cambodia along with
members of Indian Parliamentary delegation on Saturday. It is one of the few temples
where inscription provides information about temple’s dependents  inhabitants.
FM Nirmala Sitharaman and ambassador of India to US Taranjit
Singh Sandhu address a conference in Washington DC.
 


	8. Budaun (PTI): Police
have filed  a charge
sheet against Samajwa-
di Party’s Sahaswan
MLA Brajesh Yadav, in-
dicting him for the vio-
lation of the Model
Code of Conduct during
the recent Uttar
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions, an official said
Saturday
.
The police filed the
charge sheet against
Yadav in a Budaun
court after completing
its probe into the case
registered against him
on January 20 at Sahas-
wan Kotwali, Station
House Officer Sanjeev
Shukla said. The case
was registered against
Yadav on the basis of a
viral video on social
media in which the
then SP candidate was
purportedly head mak-
ing a provocative
speech against the rival
party BJP. If the (SP)
boys are let loose, the
BJP people will have no
place to hide, Yadav is
heard telling an elec-
tion meeting in Hindi
though the place of the
origin of the video
could not be ascer-
tained.
The police, however,
lodged a case against
Yadav for violation of
the electoral code, Shuk-
la said, adding the
charge sheet was
filed in the court
of Budaun’s
chief judi-
cial magis-
trate.
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BJP MLA’S
SHOES
STOLEN IN
AGRA EVENT
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MLA Chhotelal Verma’s
shoes went missing while he
was inaugurating a fair in Uttar
Pradesh’s Agra city on Friday.
The MLA from Fatehabad
Assembly constituency later
walked barefoot back to his car
from the temple. Responding
to a poser about the incident,
Verma said that some poor
man must have taken his
shoes, adding he wished Mata
Sati to do good to him and
keep him happy, reported
news agency ANI. According
to news reports, he was in the
village to inaugurate a Mata
Sati fair. He took off his
shoes outside the temple and
had gone to the sanctum
sanctorum of the temple to
offer prayers but when he
returned he found that his
shoes were missing. This
caused a stir and everyone
started searching for them
only to realise that somebody
took his shoes. Then Chhote
Lal Verma decided to walk
barefoot towards his car. 
 —ANI
107 NEW
COVID-19 CASES
IN NOIDA,
ACTIVE CASES
CROSS
500-MARK
Gautam Buddh Nagar, adjoining
Delhi, recorded 107 new
COVID-19 cases on Friday, with
the number of active infections in
the district crossing the 500-
mark, officials said. The number
of active cases in the district
stands at 569, the health
department said in an update.
According to the official figures,
there were 107 new cases
reported from Gautam Buddh
Nagar since Thursday while 75
patients also got cured during the
period. The district has so far
recorded 99,475 positive cases
while the number of cured
patients stands at 98,416, it
showed. According to official
figures, 490 people have lost their
lives in the district since the
outbreak of the pandemic in
March 2020. In the wake of a rise
in cases, the health department
has urged residents to contact
helpline number 1800492211 for
any immediate COVID-19 related
assistance.  —First India Bureau
State government takes step to reduce number of accidents
FOR SAFER ROADS
First India Bureau
Lucknow: In a step
aimed at reducing the
number of accidents
and making the roads
safer, the UP Transport
Department will set up
Driving Testing and
Driving Training Insti-
tutes (DTTIs) in Bareil-
ly, Jhansi, and Aligarh
districts. Driving li-
censes will be issued
only to the candidates
who pass the test at
these centers.
During the training
on driving vehicles in
the institute, complete
information about traf-
fic rules will be given.
Those who do not pass
the test will be stopped
midway
. With the initia-
tive of systematic and
effective training, acci-
dents on state roads will
be reduced significant-
ly. For the first time,
these Driving Testing
and Driving Training
Institutes, which are go-
ing to be opened in
three major cities of the
state, will prepare man-
ual driving testing as
well as sensored auto-
matic driving test tech-
niques. The sensors on
this track will immedi-
ately catch the mistake
of the examinee while
giving the test. People
will get opportunities to
correct mistakes and
learn the tricks of effi-
cient driving. Road safe-
ty will also become ef-
fective if the vehicle
drivers are fully aware
of the traffic rules.
Along with bringing
unprecedented im-
provement in the ser-
vices of transport in
the state, for the first
time, the state govern-
ment is going to make
arrangements for driv-
ing, testing, and train-
ing in one place.
With this, people who
have got driving licens-
es will also get conve-
nience. They will not
have to race from one
place to another for the
test and get the license.
It is worth mentioning
that the Yogi govern-
ment is constantly mak-
ing efforts to increase
road safety. During its
last tenure, the govern-
ment started Road Safe-
ty Month to prevent
deaths due to road acci-
dents and conducted
many awareness pro-
grammes. These includ-
ed transport, health,
schools, colleges, and
social institutions.
MAN KILLS SERVANT
BEFORE COMMITTING
SUICIDE IN SAHARANPUR
First India Bureau
Saharanpur: A man
killed his servant
and later committed
suicide by hanging
from a mango tree in
Sona Arjunpur vil-
lage under the
Nanauta police sta-
tion area. Police
sources said that Vi-
nod Rana (42) mur-
dered his servant
Praveen Kori (35) and
then committed sui-
cide by hanging self.
Police rushed to
the spot and initiated
investigations. Suraj
Rai, superintendent
of police (rural) fo-
rensic team experts,
and a dog squad in-
vestigated the prem-
ises. He said prima
facie it looks like a
case of murder and
suicide but detailed
investigations are
underway. It was re-
ported that Vinod
Singh was found
hanging from a man-
go tree and the head,
and hands of his ser-
vant Praveen were
found near his body
.
Family members
said that body parts
of Praveen were scat-
tered later as nothing
was found at the spot.
Praveen was missing
since April 19 and his
family members filed
a complaint. SP said
that a post-mortem
report will reveal the
cause of death and
further actions will
be taken soon.
Official beaten up in
Muzaffarnagar while
probing power theft
M u z a f f a r n a g a r
(PTI): A power offi-
cial was beaten up
and his documents
were snatched when
he had gone to Gujer-
hedi village here to
investigate a case of
electricity theft, po-
lice said on Saturday
.
SK Gautam, a sub di-
visional officer
(SDO) of the Uttar
Pradesh Power Cor-
poration Ltd (UP-
PCL), had gone to the
village along with a
team, they said.
According to the
Gautam’s complaint,
the team had gone to
the village after re-
ceiving a complaint
of power theft, police
said. He was beaten
up and his official
documents were
snatched when the
team reached there
to check a connec-
tion, the complaint
stated. Gautam al-
leged that the ac-
cused, Yogesh, delet-
ed a metre checking
videofromhisphone,
threatened him, and
did not allow the
team to check other
power connections.
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Atul
Shrivastava said that
police have regis-
tered a case against
accused for disrupt-
ing official work and
threatening an
on-duty government
employee. A search is
on to nab the ac-
cused, he said.
PolicefilechargesheetagainstSPMLAforModelCodeBreach
FOR YOUR AND OTHERS’ SAFETY
Girl students clean school
toilet:Officialsorderprobe
Bulandshahar (PTI):
Hours after a video of
students allegedly
cleaning a toilet in a
government primary
school here went viral,
the district administra-
tion has ordered a
probe into the matter.
The primary school
seen in the video is in
Upar Kot locality in the
city area, officials said.
Basic Siksha Adhikari
(BSA) Akhand Pratap
Singh said, “The said
video has come to our
notice today.
Acting on the direc-
tion of the district mag-
istrate, I have ordered a
probe into the matter.
Strict action will be tak-
enagainstanyonefound
guilty in the probe.” He
said students of govern-
ment primary schools
cannot be asked to clean
toilets or do any menial
work. Any staff violat-
ing this norm will draw
strict action.
Samajwadi Party’s
Sahaswan MLA
Brajesh Yadav
T
T
VIDEO VIRAL
Nat’l U-12 girls’ chess champ UP’s
Shubhi Gupta aims global trophies
Ghaziabad (ANI): Elev-
en-year-old Shubhi Gup-
ta has created history of
sorts by becoming the
first girl from Uttar
Pradesh to win the Un-
der 12 Chess Champion-
ship trophy
, that was re-
cently held in Karnata-
ka.The class 7 student,
resident of Ghaziabad
whobeganplayingwhen
she was in class 2 has al-
ready bagged numerous
trophies and awards at
state leverl inter-school
chess tournaments.
Shubhi clinched the
MPL 34th National U-12
Girls Chess Champion-
ship 2022 held earlier in
April. Seeing her grow-
ing interest in playing
chess, Shubi’s family
started playing chess
with her at home and
soon she was admitted
into Chess Academy
. he
teen often notches up
high ranks in almost all
the matches she plays.
The champion’s father
Pradeep Gupta said that
seeing Shubhi’s grow-
ing interest the family
decided to help her ex-
cel in the field. He said
that her talent helped
her secure medals and
trophies in every match
she has played.
“This kept us moti-
vated and we kept moti-
vating Shubhi with full
dedication. We are
proud of our daughter
for bringing laurels to
the state. She is the first
daughter of Uttar
Pradesh who has se-
cured the first position
in the Under 12 Chess
Championship held in
Karnataka.
The teen champion’s
father said that now
Shubhi has set her
sights on international
level competitions.
“SoonanUnder16Chess
Championship is going
to be held at the interna-
tional level. Shubhi is
preparing for it with full
dedication. We are sure
that our daughter will
shine and make us and
the state proud there as
well,” Gupta added.
Shubhi Gupta
Two feared
drowned in
Yamuna
Kaushambi (PTI):  Two
persons were feared
drowned in Yamuna
river here, after they
went bathing into it
with a group of friends
on Saturday, police
said. Search is on for
Sandeep Dubey, 28, a
resident of Ayodhya
district, and Priyanshu
Mishra, 16, a resident
of Kaushambi, said
Chail Circle officer
Shyamkant. The two
had gone bathing into
the river at Angwa
Ghat with a few others
around 10.00 am, and
possibly drowned after
straying into the deep
waters.
After getting information,
the police force reached the
spot for the investigation.
—PHOTO
BY
SUMIT
KUMAR
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
As part of
Road Safety
Week, NCC
Cadets
made people
aware
about traffic
rules at
Hazratganj in
Lucknow on
Saturday.
The police lodged
a case against
Yadav for violation
of the electoral code,
and the charge sheet
was filed in the court
of Budaun’s chief
judicial magistrate.
CHARGESHEET FILED
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One needs favourable winds to sail
to success but no wind can help if
you don’t know your port.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
First India Bureau
Prayagraj: The Alla-
habad High Court has
sought a personal affi-
davit from the Manag-
ing Director of the U.P
Power Corporation
Limited with details of
the investigation of
corruption worth
crores by the engi-
neers, employees of the
department by making
fake electricity bills of
consumers.
The Division Bench
of Justice Surya
Prakash Kesarwani
and Justice Jayant Ba-
nerji passed this order
while hearing a bunch
of petitions. Counsels
for the petitioners joint-
ly submitted that the
respondents have filed
false and misleading af-
fidavits and in fact the
authorities from bot-
tom to top are hand in
gloves and are involved
in harassing ordinary
consumers which re-
sults in extreme cor-
ruption. Counsels for
the petitioners have
drawn the court’s atten-
tion to a news item pub-
lished in a daily news-
paper ‘Hindustan’ on
18.4.2022 titled as “Now
crores of rupees scam
in electricity bill revi-
sion”. They further
submitted that in this
news item it is men-
tioned that the Manag-
ing Director of the U.P
Power Corporation
Limited has constitut-
ed a special team to en-
quire into corruption
of about `22 crores by
departmental engi-
neers and employees in
matters of bill revision.
However, neither in
the counter affidavit
filed by the State Gov-
ernment there is any
reference to any such
enquiry nor in the letter
of the Managing Direc-
tor of the U.P Power
Corporation, filed to the
counter affidavit, there
is any reference of any
such enquiry
. In various
affidavits filed before
the Court in a batch of
these writ petitions, the
respondents have made
endeavors to give a pic-
ture as if actions are
being taken but in reali-
ty, prima facie, The
Court observed that
practically no actions
are taken.
First India Bureau
Lucknow: The Luc-
know Bench of the Alla-
habad High Court has
taken serious note of
the fact that a crop loan
application of a farmer
has not been paid atten-
tion to for four years.
The Court ordered the
Principal Secretary Ag-
riculture to investigate
the matter and send the
report to the court.
Along with this, he has
been asked to take a de-
cision on the related
letter in 3 weeks.
A single-judge bench
of Justice Shree
Prakash Singh passed
this order while hearing
a petition filed by Ram
Chandra Yadav. The
counsel for the petition-
er submitted that he ap-
plied for KCC Loan from
the respondent-Bank for
purchasing seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural equipment, for
which, he entered into
an agreement and after
completing all the re-
quirements, the Bank
sanctioned the KCC
Loan on June 17, 2012.
Since the petitioner was
under the aforesaid cat-
egory and as such, he
moved an application
dated December 14, 2017
before the respondent
no 3/ Bank, which was
earlierAllahabadGram-
in Bank and is now
known as Gramin Bank
of Aryavart, through
registered post on De-
cember 27, 2017 with a
request to link the Aad-
haar number in the KCC
loan account. He sub-
mitted that aforesaid
application kept on
pending before the Dis-
trict Level Committee
and the District Level
Committee has taken
the decision on
06.01.2020 and has sent
the application for ap-
proval of the State Gov-
ernment, which is still
pending consideration.
Bareilly (PTI): The Po-
lice here is looking for a
man who tried to fleece
money from some gov-
ernmentofficialsposing
as district magistrate, a
policeofficersaidonSat-
urday
. “Some senior dis-
trict officials received a
call via an online appli-
cation on Friday
.
The caller introduced
himself as the district
magistrate and demand-
ed money,” Bareilly Se-
nior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Rohit Singh
Sajwan told PTI. The
caller also told officials
to not call him back as
he was busy in a meet-
ing, he said. “The de-
mand raised suspicion
and some of the officers
contacted the office of
the DM. This is when it
was revealed that it was
an act of cyber fraud,
Sajwan said. An FIR has
been lodged in the mat-
ter at Kotwali Police Sta-
tion against unknown
persons and the case is
being investigated, he
said. The police have
sought the help of IT ex-
perts to track down the
imposter,theSSPadded.
HIGH COURT SEEKS PERSONAL
AFFIDAVIT FROM UPPCL MD
The Div Bench of
Justice Surya and
Justice Jayant
passed this order
while hearing a
bunch of petitions
z
z
z
z
NO MATERIAL BROUGHT ON RECORD
HC shocked at 4-year delay in
approving farmer’s loan app
PolicehuntforfakeDM
tryingtoconofficials
 —REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
Union Minister
(PMO, DoPT etc)
Dr Jitendra Singh's
son Arunoday Singh
was married to Parul
Singh on April 17 in
New Delhi. A wed-
ding reception was
organised at the Royal
Retreat, Hotel Hari
Palace in Jammu on
Saturday. The func-
tion was attended by
prominent dignitaries
including Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj
Sinha, Union Minister
Giriraj Singh and NC
leader Farooq Abdul-
lah. First India Chan-
nel Head Jagdeesh
Chandra was also
present to bless the
newlyweds and wish
them all happiness.
Jagdeesh Chandra with (Left) Dr Jitendra Singh, Arunoday Singh
and Parul Singh during the wedding reception at Royal Retreat.
Farooq Abdullah with Dr Jitendra Singh.
(L) Giriraj Singh, Manoj Sinha, Dr Jitendra Singh, Arunoday Singh, Parul Singh and Manju Singh.
A GRAND EVENING!
Jagdeesh Chandra in conversation with Dr Jitendra Singh during wedding reception of latter’s son.
WILL PK TAKE
AWAY ALL OF
CONGRESS’ ‘PAINS’?
In the last few days,
election strategist
Prashant Kishor has
held at least three
rounds of talks with
the Gandhi family and
senior party leaders.
This process of con-
versation was to con-
tinue unabated, but
suddenly Rahul Gan-
dhi had to go abroad.
Now the question aris-
es that after all, what
‘wonderful dreams’
has PK shown to the
Congress that the en-
tire Gandhi family has
‘bowed’ before him.
Reliable sources asso-
ciated with the Gandhi
family reveal that the
Gandhi family has re-
ceived assurances of
four important things
from PK. Number one,
PK has promised the
Gandhi family that he
can win big seats in
partnership with ma-
jor opposition parties
for the Congress. PK
claims that he can talk
to Akhilesh in UP to
get a dozen seats for
the Congress in the
Lok Sabha elections.
Furthermore, PK has
claimed that he can get
5 seats from Mamata, 5
from KCR, 5 from
Naveen Patnaik and 8
from Stalin for Con-
gress. At present, in
the states where there
are coalition govern-
ments with the Con-
gress, i.e. Maharash-
tra and Jharkhand, PK
can ensure significant
number of seats for
the Congress from Ud-
dhav Thackeray and
Hemant Soren for 2024
elections. But in such
a situation, the ques-
tion arises whether
Mamata, KCR or
Naveen Patnaik would
be ready to give up
seats for the Congress
in their respective
states, whatever may
be PK’s claims, espe-
cially when these lead-
ers feel that the Con-
gress will not be able
to contest strongly in
their home states.
PK WILL ALSO FUND
CONG’S ELECTION!
Asenior Congress
leader says, in a
hushed manner, that
PK has assured the
Gandhi family that
they will not even have
to worry about elec-
tion expenses in the
2024 elections and he
will take the help of
Electoral bonds for
election donations.
Sources also reveal
that with the help of
this bond only, PK has
set a target of raising
Rs 1.5 to Rs 2,000 crore.
PK in return has
sought assurance from
the Gandhi family that
he will look after all
the media manage-
ment work for the Con-
gress and he will also
take full care that no
negative news related
to Gandhi family and
especially Rahul Gan-
dhi runs in the media.
PK has claimed that he
has a great influence
in the media of the
country and abroad
and has also made it
clear to the Gandhi
family that he is not
tempted by any big
post in the Congress.
However, he has made
it clear that financial
management should
be handed over to him
during the election pe-
riod, so that he can
give edge to the Con-
gress’s election cam-
paign in a systematic
and smooth manner. If
sources are to be be-
lieved, as its fourth
point, PK has advised
the Gandhi family that
a WhatsApp group of
four people should be
formed in which So-
nia, Rahul, Priyanka
and PK himself should
be included, and this
group should be active
round the clock. And
if PK wants to intro-
duce any person to the
Gandhi family, he
should be welcomed
with openness. The en-
tire election campaign
of the Congress will be
seen over by team PK
and there will be no
unnecessary interfer-
ence from the top lead-
ers of the party. Inter-
estingly, now the sen-
ior leaders of the party
have started question-
ing whether the party
has been given on
lease to PK?
SACHIN’S REALITY
CHECK TO RAHUL!
Recently, before for-
mer Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi left
for his foreign visit, for-
mer Rajasthan Deputy
CM Sachin Pilot
reached Delhi to meet
Rahul. However, party
general secretary and
Rahul’s sister Priyanka
was also present in this
meeting along with Ra-
hul. During the meet,
Rahul said that he
wants to make him the
Rajasthan PCC Chief
once again and ex-
pressed his desire that
under Pilot’s leader-
ship, party should come
back to power once
again. However, to this,
Sachin bluntly said,
“Miracles do not hap-
pen again and again.”
On this, Rahul immedi-
ately questioned Sachin
that if he had joined
BJP, would they have
made him the Chief
Minister? Pilot also re-
plied in the same fervor
stressing that if he had
to join the BJP, he
would not have been sit-
ting in the meeting. In-
terestingly, when Sonia
Gandhi learnt about
what Sachin told Ra-
hul, she immediately
called Sachin to meet
her  during the meet-
ing, Sachin also opened
up completely to Sonia.
Therefore, now the ball
rests in Sonia’s court.
Meanwhile Pilot sup-
porters are excited
about possible rehabili-
tation of their leader!
SANGH’S AMBITIONS
CROSS BORDERS
If the claims of the
highly placed sourc-
es are to be believed,
then perhaps it would
be for the first time
that any list has been
sent to the appropriate
office by Sangh for the
appointments of Indi-
an diplomats in Indian
embassies abroad. Al-
though the intention
of the Sangh is to send
diplomats of its choice
to countries like
America, England,
Germany and France,
but sources claim, that
the union leadership
has asked Sangh to
start with smaller na-
tions and give a list of
diplomats of their
choice for such na-
tions. Many embassies
have direct political
appointments and the
Sangh is well aware of
this fact. The Sangh
wants that feelings
like Indianness, love
of patriotism can be
germinated in the
minds of a large num-
ber of non-resident
Indians settled abroad.
However, a subsidiary
organization of the
Sangh is already ac-
tive for the propaga-
tion of the beliefs of
the Sangh in foreign
countries. But now the
Sangh wants to spread
its sentiments openly,
so it is possible that in
the coming days new
seeds of this effect
will bloom.
FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL
BY TRIDIB
RAMAN
The author is a journalist
and political commentator
and views expressed are
his personal
RAHUL GANDHI PRIYANKA GANDHI PRASHANT KISHOR SACHIN PILOT
SONIA GANDHI
 


	10. ity First brings
to  you a soulful
and confident
diva Taruna
Thappa and her
inspiring jour-
ney.
	
z Tell us something
about yourself.
I am Taruna Thapa, a
Chandigarh native who
competed in the First
Miss India pageant and
was crowned as a Top 15
finalist as well as a Sub-
title winner, MISS CON-
FIDENT. I am grateful to
Gaurav Gaur for his im-
mense support. I’m 23
years old and work as a
Nursing officer by pro-
fession and a model by
passion.
	
z Where do you see
yourself after 5 years?
Every day, I envision
myself achieving the
objectives and ambi-
tions that I perceive.
When it comes to my
objectives and ambi-
tions, I’ve always want-
ed to be completely self-
sufficient, and by that, I
mean financially
independent.
	
z How did your
journey begin?
My journey began when
I auditioned for MISS
NORTH INDIA PRIN-
CESS 2018, a pageant in
which I represented my
hometown of Chandi-
garh but was unable to
win. Following that, I
worked with a variety
of brands and was able
to pursue my ambitions.
	
z What were some of
the battles you fought
and are still fighting
in your journey?
As a medical profession-
al, you must
remain focused
on your objective.
Managing my
schoolwork with my
goals was not always
easy. Modelling as a vo-
cation may appear to be
simple, but it is time-
consuming and de-
mands a significant
amount of effort. I occa-
sionally have to put my
academics on hold to at-
tend events and runway
fashion shows. I was
able to balance my
schoolwork with my de-
sire to be a successful
model over time. The
best thing is that my
family was always there
to encourage me and al-
ways had my back dur-
ing my difficult mo-
ments.
	
z Talk to us about
your achievements?
I must claim that I have
accomplished a great
deal on my voyage. I’ve
worked with several
well-known businesses
as well as prominent
fashion designers.  I
still feel there is much
to be accomplished and
that many obstacles
must be overcome, but
as they say, self-confi-
dence is a superpower.
The magic begins to
happen as you begin to
believe in yourself.
C
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EMBRACING HER
EMBRACING HER
INNER FIGHTER
INNER FIGHTER
We need
women who are
powerful
enough to be
kind, educated
enough to be
modest, fierce
enough to be
compassionate,
passionate
enough to be
sensible, and
disciplined
enough to be
free.
SHUBHANSHI PATHAK
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23
Rewards and recognition
will come your way for your
involvement in a social
endeavour. It’s a very good
day to take calculated risks in
financial matters. Those suffering
from chronic ailments may find
remarkable improvement in their
health with home remedies.
LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22
Develop a good adaptability
to handle pressurized
situation on professional
front. Paying special
attention to plan your career would
give immense joy. You are likely to
get clearance or approval for your
construction plans. You find things
moving in the way you want them.
ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20
Chances of being misled by
competitors in business are
high, so remain alert. You
may get a chance to pursue
old hobby. Health tips from an expert
will enable you to get closer to your
fitness goals. Your generous
behavior would enable to enjoy some
lovely moments with family.
SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22
Don’t give a firm
commitment in financial
matters before considering
the viability of the project.
You succeed in completing an
important project well before deadline.
Disagreements on the family front are
foreseen. Be careful about the legal
apprehensions in the property.
GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21
Senior management will be
appreciative of your
creative inputs on
professional front. Seek
the opinion of your family before
finalizing a property deal. An
impromptu invitation to a function
from an unexpected friend is likely to
be received.
AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19
It is good day to confess
your love as stars appear
favourable for positive reply.
Your sole dependency on
friends may fail to bring any respite
from loneliness today. A sound
financial health of businessmen would
enable to give monetary benefits to
employees.
TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20
Efforts made to improve
looks or personality will
bring desired results.
Distant relatives may drop
in for a surprise visit. Investment
antiques and jewellery would bring
handsome financial gains. On
professional front, recognition for
good work would motivate you.
CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20
Yoga would help in raising
energy levels and improve
your metabolism. Some of
you are going experience
emotional fulfillment on romantic
front. Place emphasis on domestic
affairs to enhance the domestic
tranquility and harmony. Associate
yourself with humanitarian group.
VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23
The day is not likely to
pose any major problems
at workplace. You will
succeed in resolving
misunderstanding with family
members, normalizing ties. You will
remain much in demand on social
front. You need to stand by romantic
partner during testing times.
CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23
Your hard work and
dedication are likely to be
noticed by seniors, paving
way for promotion or
increment. Better to consult an
expert in financial matters before
making an investment. Harsh words
may create a rift in your romantic
relationship; be careful.
PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20
A sound monetary position
would enable you to keep
pace with changing times.
Avoid raising controversial
issues at home to maintain harmony.
Successful implementation of new
ideas and projects would add to your
prestige on the professional front. It is
a wonderful day to build connections.
SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22
Avoid being indulgent in
your spending to balance
budget. Continue to put in
efforts at work and you will
see promising opportunities coming
your way. Matrimonial match for
siblings will bring happiness for
entire family. You will get a good
price for your property.
YOUR
DAY
Horoscope by
Saurabbh Sachdeva
or many years,
Rajasthan’s
economy has
been growing
at about the
national aver-
age. If Ra-
jasthan does not do bet-
ter in the future, we
will not be an all-pros-
perous State by 2047.
The main reason is
that Rajasthan’s econo-
my does not create
enough reasonably
paying jobs, particu-
larly for those without
a good college educa-
tion. That’s a major
problem because there
are and will be plenty
of such people. 
Young people in Ra-
jasthan will continue
to move out of villages
and often move to large
towns such as Jaipur
and Jodhpur, hoping
that their children will
have better prospects.
But such towns are al-
ready too crowded, and
their further expan-
sion creates problems.
Rajasthan will have
to make many changes
in its economy to lift
itself to prosperity.
Fortunately, the Ra-
jasthan government is
working to make one
important change.
This is to aggressively
promote Micro, Small,
and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs). A new
draft Government poli-
cy supports this idea. It
states:
“MSME sector not
only plays a crucial
role in providing great-
er employment oppor-
tunities at compara-
tively lower capital
cost as compared to
large industries but
also helps in the indus-
trialization of rural 
backward areas, there-
by reducing regional
imbalances and assur-
ing more equitable dis-
tribution of national
income and wealth …
the State Government
desires to usher in a
new era of growth for
its MSMEs.” 
Good idea, which is
consistent with the Un-
ion government’s na-
tional plans. 
Liftup India2047 will
assist MSMEs to grow
in Rajasthan. We will
do the same in West
Bengal, Odisha, and
add more States later. 
Initially, we will as-
sist the existing MS-
MEs in selected small-
er towns (population
under or around 3
lakhs) in different
parts of each State.
Our selected towns will
be “growth-ready,”
meaning they meet our
three objective crite-
ria. First, they have
adequate physical
(road, rail), human
(health, education),
and digital infrastruc-
ture. Second, they have
enough land and water
for town expansion.
Third, they have ongo-
ing MSMEs with
growth potential. 
We want these towns
to grow fast by absorb-
ing some of the mi-
grants from nearby vil-
lages so that the mi-
grants don’t go to large,
far-away towns. Initial-
ly, we will assist the
existing MSMEs in our
selected towns, and
later support entrepre-
neurs to set up new
MSMEs in these towns.
We aim to at least
double, within about 7
years, the total output
from all the MSMEs in
each town, which will
create a significant
number of new reason-
ably paying jobs. And
there will be good op-
portunities for self-em-
ployment.
Initially, we have se-
lected Churu, Kotputli,
and Bundi to work in,
and will gradually add
other smaller, growth-
ready towns. Later, we
will work in other
types of smaller Ra-
jasthan towns. 
Liftup India2047 con-
sists of a group of mo-
tivated people of differ-
ent backgrounds and
ages who have come
together as volunteers
to promote India’s eco-
nomic devel- opment.
We are a
new type of non-profit
group. We are produc-
tion-oriented, inspired
by successful non-prof-
it groups such as Amul
and SEWA. A key dif-
ference is that they
help only their mem-
bers, but we have no
membership and will
assist all MSMEs. 
Our work will be
catalytic and facilita-
tive. We will function
as a “proactive help-
desk” assisting MS-
MEs with the financial,
marketing, technical,
and administrative/
regulatory issues they
face. We will “hand-
hold” the MSMEs but
not provide any re-
sources ourselves. We
will have the adequate
local capacity in each
town, but bring in ad-
ditional resources as
needed.
We will help the MS-
MEs to do better by
enabling them to take
full advantage of exist-
ing government
schemes for MSMEs.
Further, we will bring
in non-government
State and national
groups and people who
want to help MSMEs.
In this way, we will
help the existing MS-
MEs to grow by improv-
ing their financial
strength, and assist in-
terested entrepreneurs
to set up new units. We
have completed the step
of defining the “project
concept and broad op-
erational modalities.”
By the end of August
2022, we will complete
“a detailed ground real-
ity assessment” and de-
fine “the initial activi-
ties of the helpdesk.”
We plan to begin full-
scale implementation
by the end of December
2022. After that, we will
continue to promote
MSMEs in Rajasthan,
taking advantage of
new opportunities as
they arise. And we are
developing other pro-
jects that we will imple-
ment in Rajasthan’s
smaller towns.
Subhash Mathur, a
senior retired Central
government officer, is
the head of Liftup In-
dia2047, a new organi-
sation being registered
as a non-profit compa-
ny in Jaipur. Subodh
Mathur is an econo-
mist and author of  In-
dia’s Path to Prosperity
2022-2047: A Workable
Agenda for the Next 10-
15 Years.
ACCELERATING THE DEVELOPMENT
OF SMALL FIRMS IN RAJ’S TOWNS
F
Subhash Mathur Subhodh Mathur
SUBHASH MATHUR 
SUBODH MATHUR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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FABULOUS
FOUR!
S
tars Jesse Wil-
liams and Sa-
r a h
Drew will
return to Grey’s
Anatomy in the sea-
son 18 finale. Shonda
Rhimes developed the
programme for ABC in
2005, and it is the net-
work’s longest-
running script-
ed primetime
drama. How-
ever, sever-
al perform-
ers who did
not appear
throughout
the whole
show re-
main asso-
c i a t e d
with it. 
 —Agency
t was only
recently
that Rohit
Shetty an-
nounced
his Cop
universe
going digi-
tal. He
shared the
first look of
Sidharth Mal-
hotra and wel-
comed him into his
squad. Well, since then
there has been a lot of ex-
citement around this ven-
ture and now the filmmak-
er decided to take this ex-
citement a notch higher
with yet another thrilling
announcement. Taking
to his Instagram handle
he shared the first look
of Shilpa Shetty who
would be joining Sid-
harth to be a part of this
Cop universe on OTT.
In the picture that
Rohit Shetty shared
we can see Shilpa
Shetty in all-black
attire. She wore
black pants, and a
black top and also
wore a black bullet-
proof vest with
Police written on
it. She looked rav-
ishing with an
intense look on
her face. —Agency
V EXTENDING
RECORD!
BHOOL
BHULAIYAA 2
WILL SMITH
IN INDIA!
B
TS’ V’s original soundtrack
‘Sweet Night’ has extended
its own record! Originally
released on March 13, 2020, as
an OST for the popular K-drama
‘Itaewon Class’, ‘Sweet Night’
has now extended its record as
the song reaching #1 in the most
countries in history on the iTunes
Top Songs chart, achieving this
position in a whopping total of 119
countries, the latest country added
to the list being Venezuela.  —Agency
E
ver since the first look of Kartik
Aaryan in Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 was
released fans have been eagerly
waiting for the film to hit the theatres.
Be it the exciting look of Kartik or the
intriguing first look of his leading lady
Kiara Advani, everything has created
a lot of hype amongst their fans. Well,
the actor who will be seen as Rooh
Baba finally gives yet another glimpse
into the world of Bhool Bhulaiyaa
2 with a new film poster. The star
shared the poster of his horror-come-
dy where he can be seen chilling with
the ghosts  —Agency
W
ill Smith has been the talk
of the town for quite some
time now, owing to his mas-
sive controversy at Oscars 2022. The
53-year-old actor may have won his
first Academy Award for King Richard
this year, however, many will instead
remember how Will Smith shockingly
slapped Chris Rock on the 94th Acad-
emy Awards stage after the comedian
cracked a joke at Will’s wife Jada
Pinkett Smith’s expense. Amid the
ongoing Oscars 2022 controversy that
Will Smith is currently embroiled in,
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air star was
surprisingly spotted in India. That’s
right! Will happens to be in Mumbai
and was spotted by the paparazzi at
Kalina Airport.  —Agency
SIZZLING
SHETTY!!
I
THE GREAT
RETURN
Got a leak, I’ll
take a peek
R
anbir Kapoor, has re-
sumed work post-
wedding. The actor
flew to Manali earlier
this week for shooting Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga’s Animal
with Rashmika Mandanna
and fans can’t keep calm
about it. And now, we have got
our hands on a leaked video
from the sets of Animal in
Manali wherein Ranbir and
Rashmika appeared to
be discussing a shot by
the roadside.  —Agency
TRAGIC
LOSS!
F
ollowing the tragic loss
of hisnewbornson, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo announc-
es that he is home with
his twin daughter. On Thurs-
day
, the football star an-
nounced on his Instagram
that he and finance Geor-
gina Rodriguez brought the
baby girl home after a tu-
multuous delivery
. A few
days prior, the
couple had in-
formed about
the loss of
their baby
boy in an
e m o t i o n a l
note.  —Agency
K
ate Middleton and
Prince William’s
y o u n g e s t
child, Prince Lou-
is, turned four on Satur-
day, and the proud par-
ents celebrated by shar-
ing four new images of
the little prince. The pho-
tographs show Prince
Louis playing in the
sand. “4 years old
tomorrow!” Wil-
liam and Kate
captioned the
post in hon-
our of Lou-
is’ birth-
day
. 
 —Agency
Cat of
honour
MOTHER
TO BE
I
t hasn’t been long since
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja
took social media by
storm as she an-
nounced her pregnancy.
The actress and her hus-
band Anand Ahuja are set
to embrace parenthood for
the first time and will be
welcoming their baby in
the fall of this year. Need-
less to say
, the Kapoors and
Ahujas are overjoyed
with this big news. Re-
cently, Anil opened
up on his daughter’s
pregnancy and said
that he is confident
that Sonam will be a
great mother.
 —Agency
T
iger Shroff’s Hero-
panti 2 is set to hit
the screens on
April 29, the
makers have re-
leased a new
trailer which
has got the
audience ex-
cited. The
over two-
minute trail-
er gave a
glimpse into
B a b l o o ’ s
life and his
invincible
swag.
 —Agency
TRAILER
RELEASE
Kim Taehyung
Will Smith
Tara Sutaria
Georgina Rodriguez
Sarah Drew
Sonam Kapoor
Shilpa Shetty Kundra
Rashmika Mandanna
I
t’s been a week since
Alia Bhatt tied the knot
with Ranbir Kapoor
and ever since then,
the social media has been
stormed with inside pics
from their dreamlike wed-
ding. Alia has once again
taken over the internet
as she has shared new
pics from her wed-
ding day with her pet
cat Edward. In the
pics, Alia looked re-
splendent in her
cream coloured le-
henga with heavy
golden embroi-
dery. She was
beaming with
happiness and
her bridal
glow left eve-
ryone in
awe.
—Agency
Kate Middleton
her post...
Alia Bhatt
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U
nder the  patron-
age and guid-
ance of Vice-
chancellor Pro-
fessor Alok Kumar Rai,
the Department of
Home Science Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti lan-
guage University Luc-
know will host an event
for female students of
the University of Luc-
know titled “A step to-
wards good health”
BMI and Diet counsel-
ling session on the 7th
and 14th of May 2022 at
Girls hostel in both the
old and new campuses
of the University of
Lucknow. During the
session students’
Height and weight will
be measured and BMI
(Basic metabolic Index)
will be calculated.
Thereafter a diet coun-
selling session will be
open for everyone who
wishes to discuss their
dietary habits to pro-
mote good health. This
session will be fruitful
as good health and the
aim of achieving it is a
prime concern for eve-
ryone. The event will be
coordinated by DSW,
the University of Luc-
know Prof Poonam
Tandon and Dr Tatheer
Fatma Dean and Head
Department of Home
Science Khwaja Moi-
nuddin Chishti Lan-
guage University Luc-
know.
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CITY BUZZ
GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
A New Creative Space
rt and talent
are the world’s
respite from
the everyday
monotony and
bustle of life.
Art provides
dynamics by just sta-
tionery paintings. It
moves life and helps
promote a culture. But
every artist requires a
showcasing platform.
Hobby Lobby, a new
creative space was
launched on April 13 in
Lucknow with the same
goal. It was inaugurated
by the chief guest, Pres-
ident Awardee  World
Record Holder, Pallavi
Fauzdar in the presence
of a special guest, Prat-
ibha Mishra.
Speaking at the
launch, the Limca Book
of Records holder, Pal-
lavi Fauzdar said, “I’m
proud to be a part of
this launch. Hobby Lob-
by is a platform where
young artists can show-
case their talent and be
part of a community
. It
will also give the artists
to polish their skills
which I think is neces-
sary for artists. 	
Hobby Lobby is an en-
deavour of art enthusi-
asts, Shruti Tripathi
and Ashutosh Tripathi.
The launch saw a pleth-
ora of exhibits which
were conducted by spe-
cialised experts from
various fields.
It saw a health aware-
ness session by Yoga
guru Pooja Singh, a
string art workshop by
Ashish Kadyan, a talk
on drama  theatre by
Shubham, followed by
classical music and
dance performance by
artists, Balendu Mishra
and Isha, respectively
.
The highlight of the
launch was a photo ex-
hibition set up by shut-
terbug Ashok Dutta
who showcased life and
harmony in his pic-
tures. The pictures also
saw a variety of differ-
ent Shruti Tripathi and
Ashutosh Tripathi
talked about Hobby
Lobby and said, “This
endeavour is to present
a platform that will give
any artist from the na-
tion to showcase their
skills as well as learn
new ones.
The various work-
shops will teach them
specific topics with the
help of an expert in that
particular field.”
Wedding Shenanigans!
CITY FIRST
T
he wedding cere-
mony of Kshtij,
son of Renu and
Om Prakash
Dwivedi with Vijaya,
daughter of Neelam and
Anil Shukla took place
in a joyus spirit on Sat-
urday, at Hotel Clarks
Avadh, Lucknow. Many
dignitaries including
Narendra Kumar Gang-
war, Shivendra Kumar
Verma, Abhishek Sin-
gh, Amit Kumar Jaisw-
al, Shailendra Kumar
Verma, Garima Singh,
Aadesh Singh Sagar, etc.
reached to bless the
newlywedsfortheirnew
phase of life.
67TH RAIL WEEK CELEBRATIONS
CITY FIRST
O
n the occasion
of the 67th Rail
Week Celebra-
tions, Dr Moni-
ka Agnihotri, Divi-
sional Railway Man-
ager of North Eastern
Railway, Lucknow Di-
vision, presented 163
Railway employees of
different departments
in the distribution cer-
emony of Rail Week
Award-2022 organized
at “Multipurpose Hall”
of Divisional Railway
Manager’s office, Luc-
know today. The awar-
dees were honoured
with a citation, medal
and cash award for
their distinguished
and outstanding ser-
vices. 5 officers and 15
employees of the Luc-
know division were
awarded for their high-
est performance and 11
‘best work efficiency
shields’ in the Rail-
way Week Award
distribution cere-
mony held at Gora-
khpur Headquarters
on Tuesday. The trophy
was presented by the
General Manager,
North Eastern Rail-
way.
While congratu-
lating the honoured
railway personnel, Di-
visional Railway Man-
ager Dr Monika Agni-
hotri stated, “We have
accomplished several
milestones with the
collaborative efforts of
all of you. I am certain
that with the excellent
efforts of all the offic-
ers and employees of
this division, we have
been able to do this,
and we will take the
North Eastern Railway
to new heights of pro-
gress by successfully
facing the new chal-
lenges in the field of
rail movement.
On this occasion all
the branch officers, of-
ficers of recognized
unions/associations,
and employees were
present. The function
was hosted by Senior
Divisional Personnel
Officer Manoj Kumar,
who also gave a vote of
gratitude.
Lucknow Income Tax Bar
Association organised a
Covid Vaccination camp
at Aykar Sewa Kendra
Pratyaksh Kar Bhawan,
Narhi, Lucknow from 11 am
to 4 pm on Saturday for all
eligible candidates of the
1st, 2nd and Booster
Dose. The camp was
organised with the
support of Raktpurak
Charitable Foundation,
Health Department of UP
and Chandan Hospital.
HEALTH IS WEALTH
VACCINATION CAMP
MONICA PRABHAKAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
—PHOTOS
BY
ASHOK
DUTTA
Hobby Lobby, an artistic hub for various talent exhibits was inaugurated
on April 23 in Lucknow by the President awardee Pallavi Fauzdar
Celebrating
World Book Day
CITY FIRST
O
n the occa-
sion of World
Book Day at
the Depart-
ment of Library and
Information Science,
Lucknow University,
a program was or-
ganised. The pro-
gram was conducted
by Dr Mashiuddin
Khan, librarian of
Maulana Azad Na-
tional University.
Dr Babita Jaiswal,
Head of Department,
Library and Informa-
tion Science, spoke in
a session and empha-
sised on the impor-
tance of the Internet
and books as sources
of information and
knowledge.
While inaugurat-
ing the session, Dr
Jyoti Mishra, Deputy
Librarian, Tagore Li-
brary, Lucknow Uni-
versity, emphasised
on the value of litera-
ture. Dr Mishra, re-
calling experiences
from his childhood,
stated that books play
a crucial part in the
whole formation of
the human psyche.
In today’s world,
where the Internet
is everywhere,
reading books is a
highly pleasurable
experience. Follow-
ing that, Dr Anjali
Gulati, Head of De-
partment, Library
and Information Sci-
ence, IT College,
congratulated the
members in at-
tendance.
Continuing the
conversation, he stat-
ed that we may go on
in our lives without
hindrance if we use
the light of book
knowledge.
Art spectators with Pallavi Fauzdar,
Pratibha Mishra and Shruti Tripathi
Isha striking a dance pose before photo exhibition
Art spectators with Ashutosh Tripathi
Ashutosh Tripathi, Shruti Tripathi and classical dancer Isha
Ashutosh Tripathi, Shruti Tripathi and Pallavi Fauzdar
During the session
During the wedding ceremony
Monika Agnihotri with the awardees
First India pages carrying standout photos of photojournalist Ashok Dutta have been grabbing eyeballs at the exhibition.
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