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Lucknow:With  less
than 48 hours to go be-
fore Yogi Adityanath
creates history by tak-
ing oath as chief minis-
ter for second time con-
secutively all eyes are
on Uttar Pradesh.
While his election as
the legislative party
leader in the BJP meet-
ing, in the presence of
observer, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday, is now being
seen as a mere formal-
ity, suspense conntues
on the composition of
Yogi Cabinet 2.0.
Master strategist
Amit Shah is under-
stood to have handed
over the final list of the
new cabinet to the UP
CM designate when the
latter called on him on
Wednesday. The meet-
ing lasted for over an
hour after which Yogi
Adityanath called on
national party chief JP
Nadda at his residence
to invite him personally
to Friday;s swearing in
ceremony in Lucknow.
According to sourvcs,
Shah has prepared the
safron outfit’s template
keeping in mind the Lok
Sabha elections 2024.
The thumb rule applied
for inclusion in Yogi
Cabinet 2.0 is experi-
ence, education, youth,
women,communityand
region. “We had submit-
ted a list of 60-70 mem-
bers to be accomodated
in the council of minis-
ters to the central lead-
ership but don’t know
how many will actually
be included,” confirmed
a senior party function-
ary
. Most likely it would
be a please-all inclusive
government, he com-
mented.
“I think both Keshav
Prasad Maurya ji and
Dinesh Sharma ji
would be deputy chief
ministers again and
there could be one
more deputy chief min-
ister this time,” said
BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Ashok Bajpai. Turn on P2
COUNTDOWN TO A NEW BEGINNING
Home Minister Amit Shah with Yogi Adityanath in New Delhi.
Amit Shah meets CM Yogi, fine-tunes UP cabinet 2.0
—FILE PHOTO
Lucknow (PTI): Alleg-
ing that the Congress-
led government in Ra-
jasthan had completely
failed in protecting Dal-
its and Adivasis, BSP
president Mayawati on
Wednesday demanded
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in the state.
The BSP chief cited
various cases of atroci-
ties on Dalits and Adi-
vasis in Rajasthan to
buttress her point. “In-
cidents of atrocities on
Dalits and Adivasis
have increased tremen-
dously under the Con-
gress government of
Rajasthan. Recently
, the
rape of Dalit girls in
Didwana and Dholpur,
the killing of a Dalit
youth with a tractor in
Alwar and the murder
of a Dalit youth in Pali,
Jodhpur has shaken
Dalit samaj,” Mayawati
said in a tweet in Hindi.
New Delhi (Agencies:
Hailing India’s success
in achieving its goods
export target of USD
400 billion this fiscal,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi asserted to-
day that this is a key
milestone in India’s
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
journey.
The highest ever
goods export target was
achieved nine days
ahead of the March 31
deadline.
Exports increased by
37 per cent to USD 400
billion during April-
March 22, 2021-22
against USD 292 billion
in 2020-21.
For the first time
ever, India’s merchan-
dise exports have
crossed USD 400 billion
in a fiscal. In 2018-19,
the outbound ship-
ments had touched a
record of USD 330.07
billion.
On average, goods
worth about USD 33
billion were shipped
every month and about
USD one billion every
day.
Kolkata (PTI): The
Calcutta High Court
has sought a status re-
port on the Birbhum
violence from the West
Bengal government by
Thursday 2 pm. A divi-
sion bench headed by
Chief Justice Prakash
Shrivastava, taking up
a suo motu petition and
a set of PILs, directed
the installation of
CCTV cameras in the
presence of the district
judge and 24×7 CCTV
surveillance of the
scene of occurrence.
Meanwhile, PM Nar-
endra Modi expressing
his condolences and
hoped the state govern-
ment takes strict action
against the culprits.
BSP Supremo Mayawati
LUCKNOW l THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNI NO. UPENG/2020/80229 l Vol 2 l Issue No. 130
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR, AHMEDABAD, LUCKNOW & NEW DELHI www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
.
Chinese emergency workers found on Wednesday one of two black boxes from a China
Eastern Airlines (600115.SS) plane that crashed this week with 132 people onboard,
and the United States said its investigators had been invited to the crash site. The black
box device recovered is the plane’s cockpit voice recorder, based on an early assess-
ment, a Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) official told a media briefing.
ONE OF TWO
‘BLACK BOXES’ OF
CHINESE CRASHED
PLANE FOUND
Indian equities ended in the red on Wednesday, wiping out gains made earlier in
the session. European share markets also dipped, as a selloff in bond markets
showed tentative signs of easing. Sensex fell 304.5 points to end the day at
57,684.8, while Nifty closed at 17,223.6. Losses were largely led by financials, IT,
and auto stocks. Oil & gas and metal shares advanced.
SENSEX ENDS IN
THE RED, NIFTY
BELOW 17,250;
AUTO STOCKS HIT
Citing atrocities on Dalits, Maya
demands President’s rule in Raj
Alwar (PTI) Seven
people were arrested
by Wednesday in case
pertaining to a Dalit man
allegedly forced to rub
his nose on a platform
inside a temple in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district
after he made insulting
remarks on Hindu gods
in response to com-
ments on social media
for criticising the film
‘The Kashmir Files’, po-
lice said. Earlier, an FIR
was registered against
11 persons.
Kolkata: Targeted by the BJP over the killing of eight people
in Bengal’s Birbhum, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today
said “such incidents have happened in Gujarat and Rajasthan
too” and assured action “in a fair manner”. She also said she
would visit the area on Thursday. Eight people were allegedly
locked in their homes and burnt alive by a mob near Ram-
purhat town of Birbhum, in protests following the death of a
Trinamool Congress village leader, Bhadu Sheikh, in a crude
bomb attack on Monday.
Birbhum: N Manjirabibi, an
eyewitness, who lives right
next to the house that was set
on fire, made some startling
allegations. According to
her, she had heard screams
and a sound akin to that of
a cylinder explosion. When
officials from the fire depart-
ment arrived, locals didn’t
let them douse the fire, she
claimed, adding that villagers
were scared to help. “I saw
the house was on fire. I am
the immediate neighbour.
It was around 9 pm. I did
not see the police. The fire
brigade came but they were
not allowed to douse it. “I
don’t know who stopped the
fire officials. I heard screams
inside when a gas exploded,”
she added.,” she said.
7 HELD FOR FORCING
DALIT TO RUB NOSE
ON TEMPLE PLATFORM
MAMATA: SUCH INCIDENTS HAVE HAPPENED
IN GUJARAT AND RAJASTHAN TOO; WILL
ENSURE ACTION IS TAKEN IN FAIR MANNER
WITNESS SAYS
FIREFIGHTERS
WERE STOPPED
1ST TIME EVER IN HISTORY
$400 Billion
India Sets Export Record
Calcutta HC seeks report on
Birbhum arson within 24 hrs
..directs Mamata govt to install CCTVs, protect witnesses
PM Modi compliments farmers, weavers, MSMEs,
manufacturers, exporters for the achievement
Narendra Modi@narendramodi
India set an ambitious target of $400 Billion of goods
exports & achieves this target for the first time ever.
I congratulate our farmers, weavers, MSMEs, manufacturers,
exporters for this success. This is a key milestone in our Aat-
manirbhar Bharat journey. #LocalGoesGlobal
Pushkar Dhami
takes oath as
11th CM of
Uttarakhand
Hero MotoCorp MD Munjal’s
Office, 24 Cos. premises raided
Dehradun: Pushkar
Singh Dhami, 46, was
sworn in as the 11th
Chief Minister of Utta-
rakhand on Wednesday
for the second term at a
ceremony attended by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, several Union
ministers and chief
ministers of some BJP-
ruled states.
Eight Cabinet minis-
ters who also took oath
along with Dhami are:
Satpal Maharaj, Prem-
chandra Agarwal,
Ganesh Joshi, Dhan
Singh Rawat, Subodh
Uniyal, Saurabh Bahu-
guna, Rekha Arya and
Chandan Ram Das.
Agarwal, Bahuguna
and Das are the new
faces in the state cabi-
net that has an average
age of 56 years.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Income Tax Depart-
ment has conducted
raids on the Gurugram
office and residence of
Hero MotoCorp Chair-
man and Managing Di-
rector Pawan Munjal.
The raids have been on
since early morning.
Premises of 24 com-
panies linked to the top
officials of the compa-
ny are covered in this
search, news agency
ANI said.
Hero MotoCorp later
issuedastatementsaying
the searches by the I-T
Department at Munjal’s
premises were part of a
routineenquiryaheadof
the end of the fiscal year,
and it was business as
usual at the company
.
“We at Hero Moto-
Corp are an ethical and
law-abiding corporate,
and maintain the high-
est standards of impec-
cable corporate govern-
ance. In keeping with
this philosophy, we are
extending our full coop-
eration to the authori-
ties,” it said.
Hero MotoCorp be-
came the world’s largest
two-wheeler manufac-
turer in 2001, in terms
of unit volume sales in
a calendar year.
Ukrainian leaders have accused Russia of seizing 15
rescue workers and drivers from a humanitarian convoy
trying to get desperately needed food and other supplies
into the bloodied port city of Mariupol, which also came
under naval attack after weeks of air and land strikes.
Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych on
Wednesday said he expected the active phase of the Rus-
sian invasion to be over by the end of April as the Russian
advance had already stalled in many areas. Speaking on
local television, Arestovych said Russia had already lost
40% of its attacking forces, and also played down the
prospect of Russia waging nuclear war.
UKRAINE SAYS RUSSIA SEIZED RELIEF
WORKERS IN MARIUPOL CONVOY
ACTIVE PHASE OF RUSSIAN INVASION
LIKELY TO BE OVER BY APRIL: UKRAINE
Missile misfire into Pak: IAF probe
suggests involvement of Gp. Captain
Russia‘important G20 member’,can’t
be expelled by others,asserts China
New Delhi: The initial
probe of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) into the ac-
cidental firing of a
BrahMos missile that
landed in Pakistan
pointed towards the in-
volvement of a Group
Captain-rank officer.
The probe is being
conducted by an Air
Vice Marshal-rank of-
ficer who is posted at
the Air Headquarters
and is most qualified to
conduct the probe, top
government sources
said on Wednesday
.
The BrahMos missile
got accidentally fired
from an airbase and
landed inside Pakistan
at a place called Mian
Channu. The Pakistan
government had regis-
tered its objection over
the incident but much
before that, an investi-
gation had been
launched by India.
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on March
15 said a high-level
probe was ordered into
the incident that in-
volved the accidental
launch of a missile into
Pakistani territory on
March 9.
Beijing (Agencies):
China on Wednesday
described Russia as an
“important member” of
the G20 after Washing-
ton raised the prospect
of excluding Moscow
from the group.
China has provided a
level of diplomatic pro-
tection to Russia, which
is increasingly isolated
over its invasion of
Ukraine, with its econo-
my tied up by sanctions.
“The G20 is the main
forum for international
economic cooperation,”
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesman Wang
Wenbin told reporters.
“Russia is an important
member, and no mem-
ber has the right to ex-
pel another country
.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi posted graphics of India achieving the highest-ever
exports target nine days ahead of the intended deadline.
PM Modi, Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and
Prahlad Joshi attended
ceremony.
Pawan Munjal
YOU READ IT FIRST IN FIRST INDIA
MARCH 12, 2022
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YOGI IN UTTARAKHAND
CM designate of UP Yogi Adityanath takes part in a ritual during oath taking ceremony of
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami in Dehradun on Wednesday. —PHOTO BY PTI
SP MLC
candidate
withdraws
nomination
papers
First India Bureau
Badaun: A Sama-
jwadi Party candi-
date for polls to
the upper house of
the state legisla-
ture withdrew his
nomination pa-
pers on Wednes-
day, paving way
for unopposed
election of BJP
candidate.
The develop-
ment came close
on the heels of
the rejection of
nomination pa-
pers of two Sama-
jwadi Party can-
didates on Tues-
day. A candidate
of the Rashtriya
Lok Dal, an ally
of the SP, had also
withdrawn his
papers.
The SP Chief
Akhilesh Yadav
had demanded
“either the nomi-
nation forms will
not be allowed to
be filed or the
election or its re-
sults will be in-
fluenced”.
Budaun DM
Deepa Ranjan on
Wednesday said
SP candidate
Sinod Kumar
Shakya withdrew
his papers.
“We now have
only one candi-
date Bagish
Pathak for the
MLC post. He will
be elected without
polling”, she said.
When sister’s plea turned Yogi emotional
First India Bureau
Lucknow/Dehradun:
Chief Minister-desig-
nate Yogi Adityanath’s
sister Shashi Singh has
requested her brother
to meet his mother, who
resides in Uttarakhand.
She made the appeal
through media on a
day when Yogi Aditya-
nath was in Dehradun
to attend the oath tak-
ing ceremony of CM
Pushkar Dhami on
Wednesday.
Born in Panchur vil-
lage of Uttarakhand’s
Pauri Garhwal, Aditya-
nath had left his home
at the age of 18 to be-
come a monk in UP’s
Gorakhpur.
When Yogi Aditya-
nath left home, he did
not even inform that he
was going to become a
monk, his sister said in
an interview to a news
channel.
Shashi runs a small
shop near her village in
Uttarakhand. “I have
waited for years to meet
him, specially miss him
on Holi and Bhai Dooj
when I want to apply
‘tika’ and tie a ‘rakhi’
on his hand. Now, I have
heard that he would be
coming soon to unveil
the statue in a village
school of his guru
Avaidyanath. I look for-
ward to that day and
hope i will be able to
meet him then,” she
said.
“I keep asking people
coming from Uttar
Pradesh about the con-
dition of the state. I
don’t tell them that I am
Yogi’s sister,” she told
media persons. “Now
that my wish to see him
become the Chief Min-
ister of UP again has
been fulfilled. I want to
see him become the
Prime Minister of the
country after PM
Modi,” she said.
When asked about
people’s reaction on
when they see her run-
ning a shop while her
brother runs the state,
Shahi said her family
did not like parivarvaad
(dynastic politics).
She said in other par-
ties, all family members
join politics but “this is
not in our family...then
it becomes parivar-
vaad...we don’t want it
and he (Yogi) also says:
(khud kamao aur khao).
Asked about her mes-
sage to her brother Yogi
Adityanath, Shashi
said she will request
him to meet mother
once. Yogi will take oath
as chief minister on
March 25.
The BJP under the
leadership of Yogi Adi-
tyanath swept Uttar
Pradesh by winning 274
of 403 seats with over
41% vote share.
Screen grab of the interview that turned Yogi emotional.
SISTER SHASHI HAS REQUESTED YOGI TO MEET HIS MOTHER DURING HIS FUTURE VISITS TO U’KHAND
Yogi’s turns teary-eyed, when the
interviewer mentions his sister
Not very long the UP CM designate was asked
in a TV interview whether he was aware of the
conditions in which her youngest sister lives?
The chief minister then chose to remain silent…
following this, the interviewer started showing
pictures and videos of his sister in which she was
seen cutting grass, making tea in a small shop,
tears welled up in his (Yogi’s) eyes and he did not
utter a word related to the topic.
Consensus on retaining KP Maurya as
Deputy CM, Sharma may be replaced
Continued from page 1
According to sources,
there is a general con-
sensus on retaining
Maurya, but chances
are that Sharma could
be replaced by another
Brahmin face, Brajesh
Pathak, or someone
else. A final decision
on this is likely to be
taken on March 24.
Similarly, the ruling is
open to the option of a
third deputy, which
may be a Dalit face in
Baby Rani Maurya.
Another consider-
ation that may weigh in
his favour is that Upen-
dra Tiwari, also a Bhu-
mihar and minister in
Yogi 1.0 lost in UP 2022
polls.
The UP BJP has al-
ready asked all its 255
lawmakers to be pres-
ent in the state capital
for the legislative party
meeting on Thursday
.
The meeting would
be held in the presence
of Shah as party’s cen-
tral observer for over-
seeing the process of
government formation
in UP.
Hope for Keshav
Prasad Maurya’s re-
turn as Chief Minister
Yogi’s deputy has risen
after the BJP decided to
go with Pushkar Singh
Dhami as Uttarakhand
chief minister for the
second time, even as he
lost his own seat, in
Khatima.
UP’s CM-designate Yogi Adityanath meets BJP’s National
President JP Nadda in New Delhi on Wednesday.
AK SHARMA IN
YOGI CABINET?
Guv appoints Ramapati Shastri as
pro-tem speaker of Vidhan Sabha
Lucknow(PTI): Uttar
Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel on
Wednesday appointed
senior BJP leader Ra-
mapati Shastri as the
pro-tem speaker of
the state Legislative
Assembly
.
Shastri, who is a
BJP MLA from
Mankapur in Gonda
district, will adminis-
ter the oath to newly
elected legislators.
Shastri has been ap-
pointed the pro-tem
speaker by the Gover-
nor, Assembly Princi-
pal Secretary Pradeep
Kumar Dubey said.
Ramapati Shastri,
an eight-time MLA,
was the social welfare
minister in the previ-
ous Yogi Adityanath
government.
According to sourc-
es, the list sent to the
Governor Anandiben
Patel for the selection
of the pro-tem speak-
er had 17 names, in-
cluding Samajwadi
Party MLA Mohd
Azam Khan, who is a
10-time MLA. He is
presently in the Sita-
pur jail.
Five other mem-
bers including Suresh
Khanna BJP MLA
from Shahjahanpur,
Mata Prasad Pandey
SP MLA from Sid-
dharthnagar, Rampal
BJP MLA from Har-
doi, Fetehbahadur,
BJP MLA from Gora-
khpur, Jai Pratap
Singh BJP MLA from
Siddharthnagar will
also take oath along
with Shastri.
Deputy secy of parliamentary
dept of Vidhan Sabha Ram
Kishore, Review Officer Rohit
Khare and Information officer
of Vidhan Sabha speaker
Karmesh Pratap Singh greet
Ramapati Shastri, who has
been named as Pro-tem
Speaker by the Governor.
Anshuman is CII Chairman for northern region
First India Bureau
Kanpur: Industrialists
Anshuman Magazine
and Deepak Jain have
been elected as the
Chairman and Deputy
Chairman respectively
of CII Northern Region
for 2022-23. The profi-
cient incumbents were
elected during the first
meeting of the newly
elected Regional Coun-
cil members. Mr Maga-
zine will head CII
Northern Region which
comprises 7 States – Ut-
tar Pradesh, Delhi,
Haryana, Punjab, Him-
achal Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Uttarakhand, and
3 Union Territories -
Chandigarh, Jammu &
Kashmir, and Ladakh.
Concurrent to the
Annual Regional Meet
of CII on Wednesday, a
focused Conference on
Defence & Aerospace
was also held in part-
nership with Society
of Indian Defence
Manufacturers(SIDM)
and UP Expressway In-
dustrial Development
Authority(UPEIDA).
He also mentioned
that the UP Defence
corridor is being talk-
ed about with refer-
ence to the National
Infrastructure upgra-
dation and a budget
allocation for the
same is being worked
out by the Yogi 2.0
government.
ACS, Home and CEO
of UPEIDA Awanish
Kumar Awasthi shared
that on the 15th of this
month, they have re-
newed their MOU with
IIT Kanpur for another
3 years.
Anshuman Magazine.
INDUSTRY FRIENDLY POLICY OF UP
MP Akhilesh
resigns, says
‘sacrifice
necessary’
Lucknow: A day
after he resigned
from the Lok
Sabha to stay as an
MLA, Samajwadi
Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav said
the “sacrifice”
was necessary to
carry out the
struggle against
inflation, unem-
ployment and so-
cial injustice.
Yadav was elect-
ed to the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly
from Karhal in the
just-concluded
elections.
Taking to Twit-
ter on Wednesday
,
Yadavsaid,“Crores
of people of UP
have given us a
moral victory in
theAssemblypolls.
To honour this, I
will represent Kar-
hal and always re-
main committed to
the progress of
A z a m g a r h . ”
“This sacrifice is
necessary for the
struggleagainstin-
flation, unemploy-
ment and social in-
justice,” he added
in his Hindi tweet.
SP Chief Akhilesh Yadav.
First India Bureau
Lucknow: Taking for-
ward its vision to estab-
lish Uttar Pradesh as
the ‘religious tourism
hub’ of the country,
Yogi government 2.0
has several reforms in
store which will not
only provide immense
employment opportuni-
ties to the people in the
state.
In its second innings,
the state government is
keen to revive and boost
the state tourism indus-
try, and have come up
with special plans for
the same.
The authorities have
already worked on de-
veloping religious sites
and increasing facili-
ties for the devotees
over the past 5 years.
The Yogi govern-
ment, in its first term
itself, gave priority to
the development of the
religious sector, accel-
erating the develop-
ment of places includ-
ing Ayodhya, Kashi and
Mathura.
It is noteworthy that
the construction work
of Ram temple in Ayod-
hya is going on in full
swing. At the same
time, the infrastructure
development in Ayod-
hya is also going on a
rapid pace.
More than 17 projects
worth Rs 138 crores
have been completed in
Ayodhya. Work is going
on war footing on 54
projects in the city at a
cost of Rs 3126 crore.
The pilgrimage cen-
ters falling on the 84
Kosi Parikrama Marg
are also being devel-
oped in Ayodhya.
The BJP government
in UP also plans to de-
velop Ayodhya as a Ve-
dic City under which
roads are being con-
structed for Panchkosi,
14 Kosi and 84 kosi
Parikrama.
Airports are being
constructed, roads are
being widened and mar-
kets are being orga-
nized in these places so
that tourism can be fa-
cilitated.
After taking over the
reins of Uttar Pradesh
in the year 2017, the
Yogi Adityanath-led
government worked for
the development of reli-
gious tourism in the
state which was always
ignored by the previous
governments.
Provision of better
infrastructure in Vara-
nasi resulted in in-
crease of number of
tourists coming from
India and abroad.
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
The BJP govt
led by CM
Yogi looks
forward to
generate
local
employment
opportunities
by boosting
religious
tourism
Yogi Govt 2.0 to promote religious places extensively
BJP govt efforts resulted in facelift
of Kashi Vishwanath Dham in Vns
Varanasi, despite being a religious hub, could not
achieve the position that it should have done in
terms of tourism due to meager facilities. Shri
Kashi Vishwanath Dham was constructed at a
cost of more than 600 crores within five years of
BJP rule. Cruise service started operating to woo
tourists. Along with this, a new development pro-
ject was prepared for the 70 km long Panchkosi
road. This has further strengthened the identity of
Kashi at the international level.
Kashi Vishwanath corridor in Varanasi. —FILE PHOTO
—FILE PHOTO
—FILE PHOTO
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Ekana stadium glittering at night as it stands dressed
up for the show. (bottom left )Large hoardings of PM
Modi and Yogi Adityanath have been put up around
the stadium. (top right) A girl paints a grafitti on a wall
near the venue. —PHOTOS BY SUMIT KUMAR
OATHCEREMONYPREPS
CRUCIAL READ
Bulandshahr: A man and his two sons were killed
when their car rammed into a stationary truck here,
police said on Wednesday. The incident took place
late Tuesday night in the Sikandrabad Police Sta-
tion area when Shakir, a resident of Sikandrabad
was returning from Meerut with his sons Sanib and
Uzair. Their car rammed into a truck parked on the
road side, the police said. Police officials reached
the spot and sent the bodies for post-mortem
examination.
ONE ARRESTED FOR
OBJECTIONABLE
POST ON CM
Sambhal: A local
youth was arrested for
allegedly posting an
objectionable picture
and making indecent
remarks on social media
against Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, police
said on Wednesday. Ad-
ditional Superintendent
of Police Alok Kumar
Jaiswal said that action
was taken against Moin,
a resident of Hayat
Nagar, after it was found
that the objectionable
photo was shared on
his Facebook account
with some remarks.
Moin was arrested on
Tuesday night,” he said,
adding that further
investigation is on.
BOB LAUNCHES
WHATSAPP
BANKING IN HINDI
Lucknow: Bank of
Baroda (Bank), has
launched its WhatsApp
Banking Service in
Hindi. Through this
newly launched service,
the Bank aims to make
banking more conve-
nient & easily acces-
sible to the general
public. This service in
an Indian language is
a new initiative of the
Bank and has been
designed keeping in
view the convenience of
common customers. In
order to use this facility,
customers need to send
‘Hi’ to 8433888777
from their mobile
number registered with
the Bank.
CAR CRASH KILLS 3 OF FAMILY IN
BULANDSHAHR
UP board examinations begin today
All the exam centres will be
monitored closely with help of
total of 2,97,124 CCTV cameras
Students who will appear for
exams can check the exam day
guidelines on – upmsp.edu.in.
Board exams will be conducted
in 8873 examination centres
across the state this year
First India Bureau
Lucknow: A control
room here will monitor
footage from CCTV
cameras installed at
centres across the state
to curb the cheating
during the UP school
board exams which be-
gins on today i.e March
24, officials said.
All the exam centres
will be monitored close-
ly with help of staff and
a total of 2,97,124 CCTV
cameras, they said. The
feed from these camer-
as will be monitored at
various command cen-
tres, including the state
level and 75 district lev-
el centres, officials said.
A day before UP Board
examinations, Chief
Secretary, DS Mishra
inaugurated a state lev-
el control room for on-
line monitoring of the
exam at Park Road of-
fice in Lucknow on
Wednesday
.
ACS secondary edu-
cation, Aradhana
Shukla was also pres-
ent. The examinations
for classes 10 and 12,
conducted by the Uttar
Pradesh Madhyamik
Sikhsa Parishad (UPM-
SP), will be held in two
shifts. Exams in the
morning shift will be
held between 8 am and
11:15 am while the tim-
ings of the evening
shift will be from 2 pm
to 5:15 pm.
‘‘The control room
will receive direct feed
from the CCTV camer-
as installed at the exam
centres and strong
rooms across the state
which will be moni-
tored closely by a team
under the direct super-
vision of senior offi-
cials. “The control
room will be an essen-
tial tool in ensuring
free and fair board ex-
ams,” the Chief Secre-
tary said. The state
government has earli-
er warned that the
stringent National Se-
curity Act (NSA) will
be slapped against
those found using un-
fair means during the
exams.
A total of 27,81,654
students have regis-
tered for Class 10 exams
this year, of which
12,28,456 are female stu-
dents and 15,53,198 are
boys. Similarly, a total
of 24,11,035 students
have registered for
Class 12 this year, of
which 10,86,835 are fe-
male and 13,24,200 are
male students. In all,
51,92,689 students have
registered for the UP
board exams.
Chief Secretary DS Mishra along with ACS Secondary
Education Aradhana Shukla inaugurate the State Level Control
Room on Wednesday.
Lucknow:Chief Secretary,UP Durga Shankar Mishra in-
augurated the State Level Control Room set up for online
monitoring of Board Examination 2022 at Directorate of
Secondary Education, Lko. From this monitoring center,
strict vigil would be maintained during the examination
period in examination hall at every examination center in
every district. From the opening of the question paper to
the sealing and packing of answer copies after the exam-
ination, online monitoring of entire exam process would
be done through the control room. The CS expressed
happiness that this it was a worthwhile effort in conduct-
ing the board examinations without cheating. He also
said that strict action would be taken against those affect-
ing the sanctity of the examination and those spreading
rumors on social media would be punished. Mishra said
that instructions had been given to all DMs and police
officers to conduct the exam peacefully without copying.
CHIEF SECRETARY ISSUES GUIDELINES
First India Bureau
Lucknow: Four
children, including
three siblings died
after allegedly con-
suming poisonous
toffees in Kasya area
of Kushinagar dis-
trict on Wednesday
morning, officials
said. CM Yogi has
expressed his condo-
lences on the inci-
dent and ordered a
probe into the mat-
ter and directed offi-
cials to provide as-
sistance to the griev-
ing families.
The deceased chil-
dren were identified
as three siblings
Manjana (5), Sweety
(3) and Samar (2). 5
yrs Arun who lived
nearby is the fourth
deceased, they said.
According to villag-
ers, Mukhia Devi, a
resident of Dilipna-
gar village, discov-
ered a plastic bag
containing five tof-
fees and some coins,
while sweeping her
house in the morn-
ing, Devi offered the
toffees to children,
ADM Varun Kumar
Pandey said. The
children went un-
conscious after con-
suming the alleged
poisonous toffees
and were rushed to
the district hospital
where doctors de-
clared them dead.
First India Bureau
Lucknow:In the case
of cheating crores of
rupees on pretext of
getting tender in Ani-
mal Husbandry De-
partment in the Haz-
ratganj police of Luc-
know has filed a report
against 21 people in-
cluding suspended DIG
IPS Arvind Singh un-
der the Gangster Act.
Gangster Act has been
imposed against Rupak
Rai, Umashankar Ti-
wari, Anil Rai etc and
so on.
Madhya Pradesh
businessman Manjit
Singh Bhatia alias
Rinku had been duped
of Rs 9.72 crore in the
name of getting a ten-
der of Rs 92 crore in the
Animal Husbandry De-
partment. The thugs
had also used the room
of the Vidhan Bhavan
to carry out the fraud.
First India Bureau
Lucknow: The govt of
UP has allowed meeting
between prisoners and
their relatives albeit
conditions. The state
government has stated
that each prisoner will
be allowed to meet only
one person a week and
all the visitors are sup-
posed to be either dou-
ble vaccinated or hold a
negative RT-PCR report
not older than 72 hours.
The notice further
stated that all visitors
will have to maintain
social distancing, go
through thermal scan-
ners and wear face
masks at all times
during the visit. Once
all the visitations are
over, the prisoners will
be sanitized before they
are allowed back into
the barracks. The Jail
have been asked to
make all rrangements.
First India Bureau
Agra:The death of a
student in the Universi-
ty Model School located
in Khandari Campus of
Ambedkar University,
Agra, caused a stir un-
der suspicious circum-
stances. The deceased
was a Class 12 student
of Ambedkar Universi-
ty. Fellow students and
teachers took him in a
bleeding condition to
SN Medical College,
where doctors declared
him brought dead.
Ambedkar University’s
Khandari Campus
houses the University
Model School.
Rishabh was found
lying in a bloodied con-
dition near the four-sto-
rey building in the
school at around 11 am.
In the CCTV footage,
Rishabh is seen going to
the gallery, but is not
seen climbing the
stairs. Rishabh’s bag
was found on the third
floor. It is feared that
Rishabh died due to fall-
ing from the roof of the
building. The relatives
who reached SN Emer-
gency are in a bad con-
dition.
Rishabh’s family
members allege that
Rishabh has been mur-
dered. Rishabh’s father
has alleged that he had
attended school, then
the school administra-
tion replied that his son
had not come to school
even though he himself
had dropped him at
10:00 am.
At the same time, in
this case, SP City Vikas
Kumar said that it is too
early to say whether it
is murder or suicide. SP
City said that the CCTV
footage installed in the
school is being scruti-
nized as well as the
friends of Rishabh are
also being questioned
and along with this the
post-mortem report is
awaited.
4 kids die after
eating chocolate,
CM orders probe
Student’s mysterious death on Ambedkar varsity campus
Relatives of the boy mourn his death on Wdnesday.
Lucknow: The Governor and Chancellor of UP Anan-
diben Patel reviewed the presentation on innovations
and related works of Harcourt Butler Technical
University, Kanpur, Madan Mohan Malviya Technical
University, Gorakhpur and Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Tech-
nical University, Lucknow in Rajbhawan on Wednes-
day. While reviewing the presentation, the Governor
said that public utility projects should be made by
the students in universities and its use and usability
in the general public should also be assessed.
GUV ANANDIBEN PATEL REVIEWED
STUDENTS WORK ON INNOVATIONS
Gangster Act
against
suspended
IPS, others
Government
lifts ban on
meeting
prisoners in jail
Muzaffarnagar(PTI): A woman, who unsuccess-
fully contested the recent UP polls as a Congress
candidate, recorded her statement before a
magistrate here in connection with a gang-rape
case, police said on Wed. Civil Lines police sta-
tion SHO Bijendra Singh Rawat said that they had
registered a case against the accused under IPC
on March 15 on the directive of the Senior SP.
The woman’s statement was recorded Tuesday
evening against four people including her hus-
band, the police said. In her complaint, she has
alleged that she was thrashed and threatened by
the accused after they confined her to her house
on March 10. No arrest has been made in this
connection so far, they said.
WOMAN WHO FOUGHT POLLS ON CONG
TICKET ALLEGES GANG-RAPE
MLC Akshay Pratap gets
7 yrs in jail for forgery
First India Bureau
Prayagraj: Akshay
Pratap Singh alias
Gopal ji has been
sentenced for seven
year imprisonment
by a court in a case
of cheating and
forgery registered
against him under
IPC sections 420, 468
and 471.
Akshay Pratap is
said to be a close
aide of Raja Bhaiya
and a candidate of
Jansatta Dal Loktan-
trik in the upcoming
MLC elections. Jan-
satta Dal Loktantrik
is the political party
of Raghuraj Pratap
Singh aka Raja Bhai-
ya, who was re-elect-
ed MLA in the just
concluded UP assem-
bly elections.
The MP/MLA
court, which found
Akshay Pratap
guilty of obtaining
an arms (revolver)
licence on a fake ad-
dress, announced
the quantum of sen-
tence. Akshay Prat-
ap is a resident of
Jamo area in Ame-
thi. According to re-
ports, he obtained
the revolver licence
by showing his ad-
dress as that of Prat-
apgarh. Akshay
Pratap did not ap-
pear in court during
the hearing on Tues-
day. The case was go-
ing on in the MP/
MLA court.
Akshay Pratap Singh
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Glory to God, who is able to
do far beyond all that we
could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.
—Bible
IN-DEPTH
Pralhad Joshi
@JoshiPralhad
The opposition wants to hide its failure
by creating a ruckus in the house.
But the people of 5 states have put
the opposition in its rightful place.
Opposition MPs are violating the
democratic right to ask questions of
other MPs by behaving in ruthless
manner in the Parliament.
Jagat Prakash Nadda
@JPNadda
Today in Dehradun attended the
swearing in ceremony of pushkardhami
G. I am confident that the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri narendramodi.
Under the able leadership of Ji,
Dhami Ji will set a new paradigm
in the development of Devbhoomi.
Congratulations and best wishes to all
the members of the new cabinet.
TOP TWEETS
PAKISTAN PM’S
PRAISE FOR INDIA’S
INDEPENDENT
FOREIGN POLICY
n a rare compliment,
Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan
praised India for its
independent foreign
policy and being part of Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD) while importing oil
from Russia despite US sanc-
tions. While other QUAD mem-
bers voted for US sanctions on
Russia, India did not. No mem-
ber of the QUAD has any prob-
lem with India’s stand, which is
in the interest of its people.
Such a stand can only be taken
from a position of strength. In-
dia’s strength lies in its geo-po-
litical advantage for the QUAD
when it comes to China. With
Pakistan being a close ally of
Beijing, America has to rely on
India. Both the countries have
China as a common concern.
There’s another reason why
the West can’t complain. Eu-
rope, especially Germany
, is also
importing Russian crude and it
cannot afford to follow sanc-
tions. That is why India asked
these countries not to politicise
energy-starved India’s “legiti-
mate energy transaction”. India
has also told these nations not to
“advocate restrictive trading”.
I
ndians have
learnt to be a little
happier than last
year. This is what
the new global
happiness index tells us. Out
of 146 countries India’s rank
is 136 and is sandwiched be-
tween Sierra Leone and Bu-
rundi. It has done better than
the 139th place last year. The
World Happiness Report pre-
pared by the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Net-
work named Finland as the
happiest country for the fifth
time. Afghanistan was at the
bottom of the index and one
can imagine why. The coun-
tries are ranked on the basis
of how happy “their citizens
perceive themselves to be”.
The surprising finding has
been about Pakistan which
was ranked way above India
at the 105th place. Even in the
latest report, although its
ranking has slipped to the
121st rank, people in the
neighbouring country are
happier than us.
So what is it that makes
Finns a happy lot? The coun-
try’s welfare system, free edu-
cation of high quality, free
healthcare,awell-functioning
society and personal freedom
were some of the reasons
given by Finns for their hap-
piness. Clean nature was also
a factor. In the case of Den-
mark, which is ranked num-
ber two, people were happy
because of “reliable and ex-
tensive welfare benefits, low
corruption, well-functioning
democracy and state institu-
tions and low population”.
Somehow, Indians find
their democratic institu-
tions politically compro-
mised and biased. Despite
sustained efforts the health-
care system still creaks. Sys-
temic corruption, environ-
mental pollution, women’s
safety, water safety, food se-
curity and the pro-rich bias
in the administrative and
judicial system are also to
blame for the “chronic un-
happiness of Indians”.
WE THE UNHAPPY
PEOPLE OF INDIA
Out of 146 countries India’s rank is 136 and is
sandwiched between Sierra Leone and Burundi. It has
done better than the 139th place last year. The World
Happiness Report prepared by the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network named Finland as the happiest country for the
fifth time. Afghanistan was at the bottom of the index and one
can imagine why. The countries are ranked on the basis of how
happy “their citizens perceive themselves to be”
I
he prospects of an early peace
or cessation of hostilities in
the Eastern Europe are elu-
sive. The nearly month-long
ongoing Russian-Ukrainian
war has been baffling the
world leaders as well as schol-
ars of strategic affairs. How-
ever, there is a unanimity that
even if a ceasefire is agreed
upon, the era of the 77-year
old peace in Europe since the
conclusion of the World War-
II in 1945 has ended.
Earlier, the world had wit-
nessed an intense cold war
period between the US-led
westernpowersandtheUSSR-
led Communist bloc during
the second half of the 20th.
Century
. It had ended follow-
ing the fragmentation of the
USSR in 1990, but the Anglo-
American obsession against
Russia continues to haunt
America and Britain. Instead
of winding up the NATO, the
defence alliance was being ex-
pandedtoencircleRussia.Itis
also quite baffling for the
Ukrainian scholars, why Rus-
sia having closed cultural,lin-
guistic and family bonding
with their country has resort-
ed to the aggression.
UKRAINE: A
LABORATORY FOR
WEAPONS
The most of the technologies
of the 21st century are actu-
ally spin off of the laborato-
ries, where lethal weapons
and communications systems
were being researched. The
internet and the mobile
phones were the outcome of
these researches, which later
scriptedthetechnology-based
economies.If theUSAisruled
by the industrial-military
complex, Russia too is keen to
develop new missile systems
weaponsforretainingitsmar-
ket-share in the trillion dollar
weapon markets across the
globe. The countries of Asia,
Africa and South America
have been the fragile areas for
sowing conflicts, and thus
keep testing and developing
new weapons. The two Gulf
Wars in the Middle East and
Afghanistan have been quite
rewarding for the western
powers. It is estimated that
mostof thetrillion-dollarcost
of Afghan war was actually
siphoned off to the major
playersof theAmericanecon-
omy
. These war theatres also
served as the experimental
grounds for testing new weap-
on-based technologies.
Anotherfeatureof theseun-
necessary conflicts is that the
major powers could sow seeds
of dissensions through their
proxies and deep state. The
presence of mercenary sol-
diers on both sides of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict reveals
that no early resolution of the
conflict is possible. Both sides
arerecruitingprivatesoldiers
liberally funded by the west-
ern powers. It is reportedly
,
that these mercenaries are be-
ing paid USD 2000 (Rs. 1.40
lakhs) per day
. If Russia has
the WagnerGroup,reportedly
engaged to assassinate the
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy
, American
companies too with their vast
experience in recruiting mer-
cenaries too are in the fray
.
Interestingly, both sides
have recruited the Chechen
jihadists in this ongoing con-
flict. Russia has deployed
Ramzan Kadyrov ‘s fighters
for occupying an airfield in
the north of Kyiv, another
group of Chechens has ar-
rived to support the Ukraini-
an government. The two
Chechen volunteers known
as the Sheikh Mansur and the
Dzhokhar Dudayev battal-
ions have been fighting
against Russian-backed sepa-
ratists and regular Russian
forces in the Donbas since
2014. Earlier, on February 27,
Adam Osmayev, the com-
mander of the Dzhokhar Du-
dayev Battalion, had vowed to
help Ukraine to win. He an-
nounced in a video message
that ‘I want to tell Ukrainians
that real Chechens, today
, are
defending Ukraine’,Osmayev
said. ‘We have fought, and
will continue to fight for
Ukraine until the very end.
There are reports that the
American-based private com-
panies recruiting and train-
ing mercenaries have already
arrived in the war zone. They
gather intelligence informa-
tion, provide security to the
rich and powerful and also
supply mercenaries across
the globe. It is estimated that
their business would reach to
USD 475 million by 2030.
These companies having
headquarters in the USA, the
U.K. and South Africa such as
the Silent Professionals, Mo-
saic, Sandline International
andExecutiveOutcomeshave
become major players in the
conflict. It may be recalled
that the Executive Outcomes
had been active during the
1990s on behalf of Angola and
Sierra Leone. The Mosaic, a
US-based intelligence com-
pany has already been func-
tioning in Ukraine since 2014.
It is known as one of the fin-
est outfits in gathering intel-
ligence and also ensures secu-
rity to the rich and powerful.
Earlier,theprivatemilitary
outfit, Blackwater, had played
akey-roleduringthecivilwar
in Yugoslavia. It collects intel-
ligenceinformationandhelps
in the evacuation of the civil-
ians. Earlier, it had helped
Bosnian Muslims and had
recruited soldiers in the
strife-torn country
.
Amidst these develop-
ments,PrimeMinisterNaren-
dra Modi has reiterated the
Indian stand of keeping her
neutrality in this complex. He
recently told the Japanese
Prime Minister, Fumio Kishi-
da,whohadvisitedNewDelhi
that “there is no other choice
but the path of dialogue and
diplomacy for the resolution
of the conflict”. It was also
communicated to the Austral-
ianPrimeMinisterScottMor-
ison during his virtual sum-
mitwithModiheldduringthe
third week of March.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
UKRAINIAN CONFLICT: A TESTING GROUND FOR NEW WEAPONS
THE EUROPEAN WAR IS NOW A
CONFLICT BETWEEN RUSSIA AND
THE ANGLO-AMERICAN ALLIANCE
T
GOPAL MISRA
The writer is accredited as a journalist
of long and distinguished service with
the Press Information Bureau of the
Information and Broadcasting Ministry
There are reports that the
American-based private
companies recruiting and
training mercenaries have
already arrived in the war
zone. They gather
intelligence information,
provide security to the rich
and powerful and also
supply mercenaries across
the globe. It is estimated
that their business would
reach to USD 475 million
by 2030. These companies
having headquarters in the
USA, the U.K. and South
Africa such as the Silent
Professionals, Mosaic,
Sandline International and
Executive Outcomes have
become major players in the
conflict. It may be recalled
that the Executive Outcomes
had been active during the
1990s on behalf of Angola
and Sierra Leone. The
Mosaic, a US-based
intelligence company has
already been functioning in
Ukraine since 2014. It is
known as one of the finest
outfits in gathering
intelligence and also
ensures security to the rich
and powerful
Earlier, the world had witnessed an intense cold war period
between the US-led western powers and the USSR-led
Communist bloc during the second half of the 20th. Century. It
had ended following the fragmentation of the USSR in 1990, but
the Anglo-American obsession against Russia continues
to haunt America and Britain. Instead of winding up the
NATO, the defence alliance was being expanded to encircle
Russia. It is also quite baffling for the Ukrainian scholars,
why Russia having closed cultural, linguistic and family
bonding with their country has resorted to the aggression
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“LIKE THE GUARDIAN OF A FAMILY”
PM meet MPs of Bihar,
J’khand over breakfast
New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday
met Bharatiya Janata
Party MPs from Bihar
and Jharkhand over
breakfast.
More than 24 MPs, in-
cluding BJP president
JP Nadda, Bihar BJP
President Sanjay Jaisw-
al, Union Ministers
Giriraj Singh, RK Sin-
gh, Union Minister of
State Annapurna Devi,
Nishikant Dubey, were
present at the meeting.
Speaking to media,
after the meeting, Bihar
MP Pradeep Singh, said
that PM Modi spoke
about the impact of the
party’s recent victory
in four states.
“Prime Minister
meets us like the guard-
ian of a family
. He is the
first Prime Minister
who meets his MPs fre-
quently,” he said.
Singh also informed
that PM Modi is calling
on MPs of all states one
by one.
“The meeting was to
generally take stock. We
had breakfast there and
clicked a group photo,”
the Bihar MP said.
He further said that
PM Modi also asked
the MPs about the lat-
est updates.
PM MODI LAUDS GOODS EXPORT WORTH
$400 BN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday lauded the farmers, weavers, MSMEs,
manufacturers, exporters as India has achieved the
ambitious target of $400 billion of goods exports
nine days ahead of schedule. In a tweet, Prime Minis-
ter Modi said, “India set an ambitious target of $400
Billion of goods exports amp; achieves this target
for the first time ever. I congratulate our farmers,
weavers, MSMEs, manufacturers, exporters for this
success. This is a key milestone in our Aatmanirbhar
Bharat journey. #LocalGoesGlobal.”
India rejects Chinese
Minister’s remarks
in Pakistan on JK
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): India on Wednes-
day reiterated that
Jammu  Kashmir is
an internal matter and
said it rejects the “un-
called reference” to it
by the Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang
Yi during his speech at
a function in Pakistan.
“Matters related to the
Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir
are entirely the inter-
nal affairs of India.
Other countries in-
cluding China have no
locus standi to com-
ment. They should
note that India re-
frains from public
judgement of their in-
ternal issues,” minis-
try spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi told
reporters today in re-
sponse to queries on
the Chinese Foreign
Minister’s speech.
Wang had made a ref-
erence to Kashmir in
his opening speech at
the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation in
Pakistan. “On Kash-
mir, we have heard
again today the calls of
many of our Islamic
friends. And China
shares the same hope,”
he had said.
New Delhi’s rejec-
tion of Wang Yi’s com-
ments came in the
midst of hectic consul-
tations between the
two sides over a possi-
ble visit by him to New
Delhi within two days.
China has time and
again reiterated its sup-
port to the stand of Pa-
kistan — its strategic
ally — on the matter of
Jammu  Kashmir.
‘Will quit politics
if BJP wins in
early MCD polls’
New Delhi: Delhi
Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to-
day attacked the BJP
over the “postpone-
ment” of municipal
elections, saying that
AAPwillquitpolitics
if BJP gets these
pollsconductedtime-
ly and wins them.
His remarks came
after the Union Cab-
inet on Tuesday ap-
proved a bill to unify
the three civic bod-
ies in Delhi.
“We (the AAP) will
leave politics if BJP
gets the MCD polls
held (timely) and
winsthem,”Kejriwal
toldreportersoutside
the Delhi Assembly
.
Marriage not license to unleash brutal
beast: Madras HC on Marital rape
New Delhi (PTI): Mar-
riageisnolicenseto“un-
leashabrutalbeast”,the
Karnataka High Court
saidtoday
,inalandmark
order that allowed fram-
ing of rape charges
against a husband ac-
cused of forcing his wife
to be a “sex slave”.
“The institution of
marriage does not con-
fer, cannot confer and in
my considered view,
should not be construed
to confer, any special
male privilege or a li-
cense for unleashing of
a brutal beast. If it is
punishable to a man, it
should be punishable to
amanalbeit,themanbe-
ingahusband,”theHigh
Court order said.
“
A brutal act of sexual
assault on the wife,
against her consent, al-
beitbythehusband,can-
not but be termed to be a
rape.Suchsexualassault
by a husband on his wife
will have grave conse-
quences on the mental
sheet of the wife, it has
both psychological and
physiological impact on
her. Such acts of hus-
bands scar the soul of
thewives.Itis,therefore,
imperative for the law
makers to now “hear the
voices of silence,” the
order stated.
The High Court said
the “age-old thought and
tradition that husbands
are the rulers of their
wives, their body
, mind
and soul should be ef-
faced”. It was only on
that“archaic,regressive
and preconceived no-
tion” that such cases are
mushrooming in the na-
tion, said the order.
Marital rape is not a
criminaloffenceinIndia
despite years of cam-
paign.
The Court said it was
not talking about wheth-
ermaritalrapeshouldbe
recognizedasanoffence.
It was for the legislature
to consider it. “This
court is concerned only
with the charge of rape
being framed upon the
husband alleging rape
on his wife.”
Aircel Maxis:
PC, son Karti
get regular bail
New Delhi: A Delhi
Court on Wednesday
granted regular bail to
former un-
ion minis-
ter P Chid-
ambaram
and his son
Karti in
corruption and money
laundering cases filed
by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) re-
spectively in relation to
the Aircel-Maxis deal.
The court, which had
earlier granted antici-
patory bail to both the
accused in the matter,
accepted the bail bonds
of `1 lakh each in both
the cases and granted
regular bail.
Soldier kills
himself at LoC
post in JK’s Uri
Srinagar (ANI): An
army man shot himself
dead with his service ri-
fle in Uri tehsil of north
Kashmir’s Baramulla
district on Wednesday,
reports said.
Quotingofficialsourc-
es, news agency GNS
reported that Vikram
Kumar Yadav (22) of
Unit 21 Kumaon shot
himself at Mike post in
UrisectoralongtheLine
of Control (LoC).
He was shifted to Bri-
gade hospital Uri and
later referred to SDH
Uri for legal formali-
ties, they said.
Confirming the inci-
dent, a police official
told GNS that a case
has been registered in
this regard.
THE KASHMIR FILES
MP IAS officer gets
notice over tweets
Bhopal (Agencies):
The Madhya Pradesh
government will issue a
notice to IAS officer Ni-
yaz Khan, who had post-
ed controversial tweets
on the recently released
movie “The Kashmir
Files”, state Home Min-
ister Narottam Mishra
said on Wednesday
.
In one of the tweets,
Khan, who is deputy sec-
retary with the MP Pub-
lic Works Department,
hadlastweekurgedmak-
ers of “The Kashmir
Files”toalsomakeafilm
on the “killings of large
number of Muslims
across several states” in
India, and said members
of this minority commu-
nity are “not insects, but
citizens of the country”.
Talking to reporters
here on Wednesday
,
Mishra said, “I have seen
Khan’s tweets. This is a
serious issue, we will is-
sueashow-causenoticeto
him and seek his reply
.”
Economic meltdown:
Lankans flee to India
New Delhi (PTI): With
Sri Lanka staring at an
unprecedented econom-
iccrisis,therefugeeflow
to Tamil Nadu has com-
menced after 16 Sri Lan-
kan nationals reached
the shores of the state.
On Tuesday, the refu-
gees arrived in Tamil
Nadu in two batches.
While six people, in-
cluding a family of a
man, wife and their 4
month-old son and a
woman and her six and
twelve year old children
arrived on Tuesday af-
ternoon, the rest ar-
rived late at night.
In Sri Lanka there is
a high financial crisis
with prices of essential
commodities, including
milk and rice skyrock-
eting, petrol and diesel
not available and power
stations shut. Schools
are not holding exami-
nations due to lack of
paper for printing.
RJD leader Lalu
re-admitted to
AIIMS, New Delhi
New Delhi (Agencies):
Bihar politician Lalu
Yadav remains in Del-
hi’s AIIMS hospital
even though he was
“discharged” at 3 am on
Tuesday after being de-
clared “fit”.
The 73-year-old Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader “will remain un-
der observation for cer-
tain tests”, said sources
quoted by media.
Lalu Yadav reported-
ly went to the hospital
last night and went
straight to the Emer-
gency ward.
Mizoram reports
cases of African
Swine Fever
Aizawl (Agencies):
The highly contagious
African Swine Fever
(ASF), which created
havoc in Mizoram last
year, by killing over
33,000 pigs, has reap-
peared in a few dis-
tricts of the bordering
state. Fresh pig deaths
due to ASF were re-
ported in some villag-
es of Champhai and
other districts recent-
ly, media reported cit-
ing officials of the
Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary De-
partment.
❍ RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE
Cong leader moves HC
against Nalini’s bail plea
Chennai (PTI): A day
after Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination life convict
Nalini Sriharan moved
the Madras high court
seeking bail, a district
president of the Con-
gress moved the court
on Wednesday opposing
the same.
Nalini was not only
involved in the assassi-
nation of former prime
minister of the country
but involved in conspir-
acy that had direct bear-
ing on the sovereignty,
security and political
independence of India,
MA Muthalagan, South
Chennai district presi-
dent of the party, stated
in his petition. Muth-
alagan stated that bail
would send a wrong
signal to the society.
Life convict Nalini Sriharan
Sunil Jakhar fumes amid Sonia-G23 talks
Chandigarh (PTI):
With Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi
meeting leaders of the
G-23 grouping to resolve
internal party issues,
formerPunjabCongress
chief Sunil Jakhar on
Wednesday said “in-
dulging the dissenters
too much” will encour-
age more dissent.
“Indulging the dis-
senters - ‘too much’ -
will not only under-
mine the authority but
also encourage more
dissent while discour-
aging the cadre at the
same time,” he tweeted.
He also posted his
tweet in Hindi, saying,
“Jhukh Kar Salaam
KarneMeinKyaHarjHai
Magar, Sar Itna Mat Jhu-
kao Ki Dastar Gir Pade”.
Jakhar also posted
some newspaper clip-
pings of Gandhi’s meet-
ing with the G-23 lead-
ers along with the tweet.
Days after meeting
GhulamNabiAzad,Gan-
dhi had on Tuesday met
somemoreleadersof the
G-23 grouping, including
AnandSharmaandMan-
ish Tewari, at her resi-
dence in Delhi and held
discussions on resolving
theinternalpartyissues.
The Congress presi-
dent is likely to meet
more leaders of the
group in the coming
days. Tuesday’s interac-
tion was part of the se-
ries of meetings that the
Congress top leadership
is having with some of
the leaders who have
raised critical organisa-
tional issues and have
suggested measures to
revamp the party
.
These meetings are
being held amidst indi-
cations that some of the
G-23 leaders may be ac-
commodated in the Con-
gress Working Commit-
tee or a new body like
the Parliamentary
Board, which will be re-
sponsible for all policy
decisions, including fi-
nalising chief ministe-
rial candidates and tie-
ups with like-minded
parties in states.
Indulging dissenters
too much will
encourage more
dissent, says former
Punjab Cong chief
Former Punjab Congress chief Sunil Jakhar.
RE-EXAMINATION WILL HAVE
CASCADING EFFECTS: UPSC
New Delhi (ANI): The
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC),
while opposing the plea
seekingextraattemptfor
candidateswhocouldnot
appear in the Civil Ser-
vicesMainsexam,saidif
theCommissionmakesa
provisionforre-examina-
tion,thenitwillhavecas-
cading effects on the
schedules of other ongo-
ing examinations as well
as other exams to follow.
UPSC also submitted
that accommodating
suchrequestswillleadto
achaoticsituationwhere
no examination can be
completed on schedule.
In an affidavit filed in
the Supreme Court, the
UPSC has opposed the
plea seeking extra at-
tempt and said that the
petitioniswithoutmerit.
UPSC also said that
DoPT is also a stake-
holder in the process of
conduct of civil services
exam and consequently
,
the views and stand of
the DoPT also may be
considered in the inter-
est of justice, on the is-
sues raised in the peti-
tion.
UPSC, in its af-
fidavit also ap-
prised the
Court that the
existing age
range for ad-
mission to the
Civil Services Examina-
tionis21to32yearswith
relaxations for certain
categoriesof candidates
and the permissible
number of attempts is
also six with relaxations
for certain categories
of candidates.
“Thus, the exist-
ing rules pro-
vide for fair
opportunities
to the aspir-
ants to make
an attempt at
this examination to se-
cure a placement in case
oneattemptislostdueto
someexigencies,“UPSC
submitted.
UPSC also apprised
the Court that it is im-
perative that the Com-
missionfollowsitssched-
ules of Examinations
which are prepared well
in advance in order to
perform its constitution-
al obligations to supply
manpowertotheGovern-
ment in a timely manner
tofillthevacanciesinthe
crucial positions.
“This will entail com-
plete derailment of the
schedule of post-exami-
nation activities of a
particular examination
but will also have cas-
cading effects on the
schedules of other on-
going examinations as
well as other exams to
follow, “ UPSC said.
UPSC OPPOSES EXTRA ATTEMPT PLEA IN TOP COURT
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Srinagar (Agencies):
Jammu and Kashmir
chief secretary AK Me-
hta inaugurated the Tu-
lip Garden in JK’s Sri-
nagar on Wednesday
saying that Kashmir
has recorded the high-
est ever footfall of tour-
ists during the last six
months.
After inaugurating
the Tulip festival at
Asia’s largest Tulip gar-
den which is situated on
the banks of the Dal
Lake with the Zabar-
wan mountain range in
its background in Sri-
nagar, the chief secre-
tary told the mediaper-
sons that in the month
of March so far, Kash-
mir has recorded the
highest ever tourist
footfall and in the last
six months the number
of tourists visiting
Kashmir remained an
all-time high.
The famous Tulip
garden was also thrown
open for the general
public on Wednesday
.
Mehta said the figure
is the highest ever so far
compared to any season
whether Covid or be-
fore, adding that the
government is expect-
ing further increase in
the tourist footfall dur-
ing the coming months.
He said 15 lakh tulips
of 68 varieties will
bloom in the garden
this season. A large
number of tourists and
locals thronged the gar-
den on the first day
where a series of musi-
cal and cultural events
were being organised to
amuse the visitors.
New Delhi (ANI): In
view of the continuous
dip in coronavirus cas-
es, the Home Ministry
has decided to end all
COVID-19 containment
measures from March
31, two years after their
implementation follow-
ing the outbreak of the
pandemic.
However, wearing of
face mask and main-
taining social distanc-
ing norms will continue
as earlier.
The Central govern-
ment had on March 24,
2020 issued for the first
time orders and guide-
lines under the Disaster
Management Act, (DM
Act) 2005 for the con-
tainment of COVID-19
in the country and these
have been modified on
various occasions.
Inacommunicationto
the chief secretaries of
all states, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla
said that over the last 24
months, significant ca-
pacities have been devel-
oped for various aspects
of management of the
pandemic, such as diag-
nostics, surveillance,
contact tracing, treat-
ment, vaccination, hos-
pital infrastructure.
Also, the general pub-
lic now has much high-
er level of awareness on
the COVID-appropriate
behavior, he said.
Washington (PTI): In-
dia is an essential part-
ner for the US in the
QUAD in realising the
shared vision of a free
and open Indo-Pacific
region, a top Biden ad-
ministration official
has said.
India, the US and sev-
eral other world powers
have been talking about
the need to ensure a
free, open and thriving
Indo-Pacific in the back-
drop of China’s rising
military manoeuvring
in the region.
China claims nearly
all of the disputed South
China Sea, though Tai-
wan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam all claim parts
of it. Beijing has built
artificial islands and
military installations in
the South China Sea.
“This is a bilateral re-
lationship that has deep-
ened in a number of
ways over the past 25
yearsorso.Thishasalso
happened on a biparti-
san basis,” State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters at
his daily news confer-
ence on Tuesday
.
“It is a legacy in large
part of the George W
.
Bush administration,
where we have seen this
bilateralrelationshipbe-
tween the United States
and India evolve and
changeforthebetterand
deepen in a number of
ways, including in our
defence and security re-
lationship,” he said.
“So, the fact is that
we are a partner of In-
dia now. We are a part-
ner of India when it
comes to shared inter-
ests when it comes to
the values we share in a
free and open Indo-Pa-
cific. And we’ve invest-
ed in that relationship
in terms of our defence
and security
. So histori-
cal relationships not-
withstanding, we are a
partner of choice for
India now, as are many
of our partners and al-
lies around the world,”
Price said in response
to a question.
Hyderabad (Agencies):
As many as 11 Bihar na-
tive migrant workers
working in a scrap go-
down at Bhoiguda in Se-
cunderabad were
charredtodeathasama-
jor fire engulfed the go-
downintheweehoursof
Wednesday
. Another
worker named Prem es-
capedintheincidentand
is being treated at Gan-
dhi Hospital.
DCP (Central Zone) M
RajeshChandrasaidthat
they have recovered 11
bodies in a charred and
beyond recognition con-
dition and a search is on
for the other workers.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao ex-
pressed grief over the
incidentandannounced
an ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh
to the families of each
of the deceased.
It was found that
these workers are work-
ing as the scrap godown
which is located in a
G+1 structure. While
the godown is located on
the ground floor, the
workers reside in the
firstfloor,towhichthere
is an entrance through
the godown itself.
Around 4 am on
Wednesday
, fire broke
outinthegodown.Asthe
godown was filled with
scrap material, it spread
quickly and then spread
tothegroundfloorwhere
the workers were sleep-
ing. Police suspect that
asthereisnootherentry
or exit to the first floor,
theworkersweretrapped
inthefireandcouldhave
been burnt alive.
While fire tenders
are fighting to douse
the fire, police have be-
gun a probe to ascer-
tain the cause of the
fire. As the godown is
located in the residen-
tial area, fire tenders
have controlled it from
spreading to other
buildings. As many as
eight fire tenders are in
action at the spot.
New Delhi (PTI): The
tenure of Dr Randeep
Guleria as the director
of the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS) here has
been extended by three
months, according to
an office memorandum
issued by the premier
hospital.
Guleria’s current
term is scheduled to
end on Thursday
(March 24).
He was appointed as
the director of AIIMS,
New Delhi for a term
of five years on March
28, 2017.
“He will complete his
tenure on 24.03.2022.
President, AIIMS is
pleased to extend his
tenure w.e.f. March 25,
2022 by three months or
by the time new direc-
tor is appointed, which-
ever is earlier,” the of-
fice memorandum is-
sued by the hospital on
Tuesday said.
Other terms and
conditions of Guleria’s
appointment would be
in accordance with the
rules of the institute,
it added.
The four-member
search-cum-selection
committee held a meet-
ing on Tuesday
.
New Delhi (ANI): Con-
gress president Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday,
23 March, urged the
central government to
reinstate the mid-day
meal scheme in schools,
which was halted due to
the COVID-19 outbreak.
Making a mention of
the same during the
Zero Hour in Parlia-
ment, Gandhi asked the
Centre to make hot and
cooked food available
for children under three
years, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers
as well. Children are the
country’s future, and
they suffered the most
during the COVID-19
pandemic since schools
were amongst the first
to shut down and last to
reopen, she said.
Sheaddedthataccord-
ing to the National Fam-
ily Health Survey 2019-
21, the percentage of
underweight and mal-
nourished children who
were under five years of
age had increased in
comparison to the per-
centage in 2015-16.
Asia’s largest Tulip Garden opens in Srinagar
IN THE PARADISE

15 lakh tulips of
68 varieties will
bloom in the
garden. The
Garden has
played an
essential role in
boosting
tourism in
Kashmir
COVIDCURBSEND ONMAR 31,
EXCEPT MASKS, DISTANCING
Daily positivity rate has declined to
0.28%: Union Home Secy Bhalla
Positivity rate declines to 0.28%,
181.56 crore doses administered
Gardeners check flowers at the opening of the Tulip garden, in
Srinagar. —PHOTO BY PTI
A view of the car that was found in completely burnt state. Dr Randeep Guleria
STATE PROCURED CORONAVIRUS TESTING KITS 1.5
MONTHS AFTER CENTRE'S NOTICE, ADMITS GOVT
IN RAJYA SABHA
Gandhinagar: The Gujarat government on Wednesday admitted in the state
Assembly that it waited for more than one-and-a-half-months to buy Cov-
id-19 essential kits after the Centre’s February 20, 2020 notification regard-
ing it. Health Minister Rishikesh Patel said that the state government first
issued a notification regarding the pandemic on April 7, 2020, and tenders to
purchase RT-PCR kits were floated on April 17, 2020, onwards.
MODERNA
SAYS INFANT
VACCINE TRIAL
SUCCESSFUL
Washington: US
biotech firm Mod-
erna on Wednesday
said it was pursuing
regulatory approval
for its Covid vaccine
in children aged six
months to six years
after the two-shot
regimen was found
to be safe and pro-
duced a strong im-
mune response. The
results “are good
news for parents of
kids under six years
of age,” said CEO
Stephane Bancel.
India an essential partner
for US in QUAD: Official
I
I
I
FORMATION OF QUAD
11 migrant workers from Bihar
charred to death in fire accident
Randeep Guleria gets 3-mth
extension as AIIMS director
SEARCH ON
FOR NEW AIIMS
DIRECTOR
Thirty-two can-
didates are in
contention for the
post of director of
AIIMS, New Delhi.
Of the 32, there are
12 doctors of the
hospital who have
applied for the post.
Restart mid-day meals in schools: Sonia Gandhi
Muslim
vendors
banned at
K’taka fair
Bengaluru: The
traditional fair at
the Hosa Margudi
temple in Udupi
along Karnata-
ka’s coast has
never discrimi-
nated between
who sets up stalls
— Hindu or Mus-
lim. Every year,
more than 100
Muslim vendors
set up stalls along-
side Hindu stall
owners. But this
time, the Muslim
vendors have
been banned.
The state gov-
ernment has
promised action
after the incident.
“We went and
met the temple
committee mem-
bers,”saidMoham-
mad Arif, General
Secretary of the
Street Vendors As-
sociation in Udupi.
“But they told us
that they would
auction the slots
only for Hindus.
We had to agree.
They for sure are
under pressure,”
he added.
SC DEMANDS ACTION REPORT IN BIHAR
CARE HOME SEX ASSAULT CASE
New Delhi: The Supreme Court Wednesday directed
the Bihar government to file an action taken report
in connection with Muzaf-
farpur shelter home sexual
assault case. A bench
comprising Chief Justice
NV Ramana and Justice
Krishna Murari noted that
investigation is complete in
the matter and 19 persons
have been convicted.The
bench said, “The petitioner
has sought a direction regarding probe into the
shelter homes. CBI has also filed an application
regarding repatriation of officers to the parent cadre.
Investigation was done by CBI regarding one shelter
home and then against others too.”
IN THE COURTYARD
Chennai: Madras University is planning to
provide one free seat to transgenders in each
college affiliated with
it for Under Gradu-
ate course. This is to
promote education of
transgenders. This will
come into effect from
academic year 2022-
23. The university is
already providing two free seats in each college
affiliated to it for poor students who are socially
and economically backward. During the 2021-
22 academic year, the university had allocated a
supernumerary seat in college for postgraduate
programme to transgenders but no one joined.
MU PLANS ONE FREE SEAT IN EACH
COLLEGE FOR TRANSGENDERS
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BETTER HALVES
MAY FILL IN
SEATS VACATED
BY HUBBIES
With Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav quitting his
Azamgarh Lok Sabha seat and
senior party colleague Mohd
Azam Khan following suit from
his Rampur parliamentary
constituency, the party is abuzz
who would be their successors?
Both seats have been a
stronghold of the SP. But
buoyed over its thumping
victory the BJP too is gearing up
and intends to give SP a tough
fight in the by-polls for these
two constituencies. Among the
frontrunners for Azamgarh,
Dimple Yadav, the better half of
Akhilesh, has emerged as the
hot-favourite of the party cadre.
And precedence only makes her
case stronger. Twice in the past
when Akhilesh similarly quit his
Firozabad in 2009 and Kannauj
Lok Sabha in 2102 when he
became CM, Dimple had stepped
into her shoes. It is another
matter that she had to face
defeat from Congress candidate
Raj Babbar in Firozabad but she
won from Kannauj. As of now,
she is not a member of either of
the House. The SP chief won
Azamgarh in 2014 and again in
2019. In fact, as an ally of the
SP, the Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party (SBSP) has already raised
a demand that Dimple is fielded
from Azamgarh but the party is
yet to take a call. In Rampur, the
SP may opt for Azam’s wife
Tazeen Fatima. —M Tariq Khan
CASE AGAINST
HUSBAND OF SP
MLC CANDIDATE
IN AMETHI
Police have registered case
against Anil Prajapati,
husband of Samajwadi Party (SP)
MLC candidate Shilpa, under SC
ST act and other charges. The
case was registered on complaint
of Kedar Nath Pasi, BDC member
Sadipur who alleged that Anil
Prajapati offered money to
support him in BDC election and
when he refused, Anil abused
him and threatened to kill him.
Police have launched
investigation into the matter.
Daughter-in-law of former
minister Gayatri Prajapati was
MLC candidate of SP from
Sultanpur-Amethi seat. Kedarnath
Pasi alleged that Anil Prajapati,
husband of Shilpa offered him Rs
1 lakh for his support and when
he refused, he threatened to kill
him. It was second case against
Anil Prajapati after his wife Shilpa
was announced SP MLC
candidate. Earlier, a case was
registered against Anil, SP district
secretary Ramhet Yadav and
Jagdishpur district president Izhar
Ahmad, to offer money for vote in
MLC election. —Janardan Misra
BSP, SP ACCUSE EACH OTHER
OF HOBNOBBING WITH BJP
First India Bureau
Lucknow: Even as tug
of war between Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) and
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) has increased be-
tween the two parties
accusing each other of
“B” team of BJP, May-
awati today accused SP
patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav of hobnob-
bing with the saffron
brigade in the country
.
With an eye on Mus-
lim votes in UP, a row
has erupted between
Samajwadi Party and
BSP over the proximity
of the two parties with
the BJP. Even as both
are accusing each other
of being close to the saf-
fron brigade track re-
cords indicated leaders
of both parties had
been hobnobbing with
BJP at one or another
time to serve their vest-
ed interest. Accusing
Mulayam Singh Yadav
of “planting” one of his
family members in BJP,
Mayawati said it is not
BSP but elder Yadav
who had open contact
with the BJP. In her
tweets, Mayawati re-
called how Mulayam
Singh Yadav had met
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during the
oath-taking ceremony
of Yogi Adityanath af-
ter the 2017 elections “to
ensure blessing for his
son Akhilesh Yadav”
which proved that it
was SP that is “B” team
of BJP. Now Mulayam
Singh has sent a family
member to the BJP to
get his job done. It may
be recalled that in Jan-
uary, Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s younger daugh-
ter-in-law Aparna Ya-
dav Bisht had joined the
BJP. She is likely to be
inducted into Yogi 2.0
ministry as a junior
minister. Mayawati
furthertweetedthat“fol-
lowers of Dr Ambedkar
will never forgive Akh-
ileshYadavforchanging
names of schemes and
institutions named after
Ambedkar during his
regime in 2012.
This is shameful and
condemnable”. May-
awati, after a humiliat-
ing defeat in just-con-
cluded assembly elec-
tions, has been making
desperate efforts to
keep the Dalit support
base intact and making
a dent into SP to wean
away Muslims by pro-
jecting Yadavs as “pro-
BJP”. Sticking to his
“anti-Congressism”,
Samajwadi Party patri-
arch Mulayam Singh
Yadav praising Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on the floor of
House in Lok Sabha on
February 13, 2019, had
said that he wanted
Modi to be the next PM.
With an eye on Muslim votes, a row has erupted between SP, BSP over proximity of 2 parties with BJP
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
VESTED INTEREST
Kanpur leather industry to
get boost from Dubai fair
First India Bureau
Kanpur: The world’s
largest leather fair is
set to be held again
after a gap of 2 long
years. The fair will
see businessmen,
traders, and custom-
ers from all over the
world gather in
Dubai. The leather
fair in Dubai is ex-
pected to bring about
orders worth Rs. 700
crores to the leather
industry of Kanpur.
The Asia Pacific
Leather Fair, the
largest leather show
which takes place in
Hong Kong is attend-
ed by businessmen,
customers, and com-
panies from over 100
countries and the
fair are one of the
most eagerly
sought-after fairs.
The fair which was
not held for the past 2
years due to the pan-
demic, has now been
shifted to
Dubai. Javed Iqbal,
Regional Chairman,
Council for Leather
Exports, said that the
InternationalLeather
Fair will be held from
March 30th to April
1st at the World Trade
Center in Dubai and
thatatotalof 67leath-
er goods exporters
will participate of
which 29 of them be-
long to Kanpur.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
3 killed as
school wall
collapses
First India Bureau
Ghaziabad: 3 la-
bourers were
killed and two oth-
ers seriously in-
jured when the
boundary wall of
a school collapsed
here, police said
on Wednesday.
The incident took
place at the Pratap
Vihar locality
where the munici-
pal corporation
was getting the
work related to the
sewer line done
late in the night
when the bound-
ary wall of the ad-
jacent school col-
lapsed on the five
labourers, they
said. Local police
and fire brigade
teams soon rushed
to the spot and
took the labourers
to the MMG hospi-
tal where the doc-
tors declared three
of them dead, po-
lice said. Those
killed have been
identified as
Munkesh, Ahjaz
and Tauqeer, all
residents of Bihar,
police said. Two
other labourers in-
jured in the inci-
dent are undergo-
ing treatment at
the hospital, po-
lice said, adding
that the bodies
have been sent for
p o s t - m o r t e m
examination.
GANGA MELA CELEBRATIONS
Various processions were carried out on the occasion of Ganga Mela held on Wednesday. DM
Neha Sharma  officials applied colours to each other  paid floral tributes to revolutionaries
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Raj Guru who had sacrificed their lives for the country.
5 constables, one SI suspended for illegal
detention and extortion in Saharanpur
First India Bureau
Saharanpur: Five po-
lice constables were
suspended for illegal
detention of pharma
traders and for deman-
ing Rs 2 lakh for the re-
lease while one sub-in-
spector was suspended
for negligence of duty
.
Akash Tomar, senior
superintendent of po-
lice here said that con-
stables Neeraj Tyagi,
Anuj Kumar, Vatan Ku-
mar, Abid, and Vijay
Kumar had taken ille-
gal custody of Moham-
mad Sageer, owner of
Medical Indian Pharma
3 days back.
It was alleged that
Mohammad Sageer
was selling prohibited
medicines and police
constables demanded
Rs 2 lakh for the re-
lease. Mohammad
Sageer had paid Rs
42,000 but failed to pro-
vide the remaining
money. After depart-
mental probe, actions
were taken against ac-
cused constables.
Meanwhile, sub-in-
spector Rajbahadur
Rathi was suspended
for negligence of duty
.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
PROBE ON
BJP using goons to attack democracy: Akhilesh
Lucknow (PTI): Sam-
ajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday accused the
ruling BJP of misusing
power and alleged that
it is using its “goons” to
attack democracy
. “The
BJP has done no work
for the welfare of the
common man. The en-
tire country is watch-
ing the hooliganism the
BJP is doing to get ma-
jority,” Yadav said re-
ferring to the election
to the upper house of
the state legislature.
“The party is using
goons to attack democ-
racy. The BJP is en-
chanted by power and
misusing it to attack
the democratic process
in the MLC elections,”
Yadav said at an event
held to pay tributes to
socialist leader Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia on his
112th birth anniversa-
ry. The leader’s state-
ment came a day after
nomination papers of
the party’s two candi-
dates for the state Leg-
islative Council polls
were rejected. On
Wednesday, a party can-
didate from Budaun
withdrew his papers.
The SP had on Tuesday
demanded that the
nomination process for
the elections to the state
Legislative Council be
started again, with Ya-
dav alleging “either the
nomination forms will
not be allowed to be
filed or the election or
its results will be influ-
enced”. As per press
statement issued on
Wednesday by the Sam-
ajwadi Party here, Ya-
dav visited Lohia Park
and offered flowers to
the leader’s statue.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
UNDEMOCRATIC
CRIME SOARS IN GKP AFTER POLLS
First India Bureau
Gorakhpur: After in-
creasing cases of
murder, loot, chain
snatching, Mukul
Goyal, director-gener-
al of police held a
meeting with Akhil
Kumar ADG zone, J
Ravindra Gaud DIG
Gorakhpur, Rajesh D
Modak IG Basti, and
other senior police of-
ficials. Sources said
that DGP instructed
officials to maintain
law and order on ut-
most priority
. Actions
taken by police were
also discussed. It was
reported that six mur-
ders were recorded in
the past 12 days in the
Gorakhpur district.
In the majority of cas-
es, police successfully
nabbed the accused
while the murder case
of the seer in the Pee-
peeganj area was still
a mystery. Criminals
had looted the mobile
phones of a woman
police constable near
DIG residence  sev-
eral such incidents
were reported from
different places. Vipin
Tada, senior superin-
tendent of police said
that in the majority of
cases, criminals were
arrested  manhunt
was on to nab others.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
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No situation is so hard that it
cannot be made easier by
perspective.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
BJP’S FOOLPROOF STRATEGY
HELPED SCRIPT SUCCESS
Party strategists had prepared performance report of the candidates
before the distribution of tickets. Feedback was taken at many levels
Gyanendra Kumar Shukla
Lucknow: Modi-Yogi
pair was undoubtedly
the key factor in the vic-
tory of BJP, which re-
turned to power with an
overwhelming majority
by negating all the polit-
ical myths in UP
, but the
role of meticulous plan-
ning of the party think
tank cannot be denied.
On the instructions
of the BJP high com-
mand, the party strate-
gists had prepared the
performance report of
the candidates before
the distribution of tick-
ets in this election.
Feedback was taken
at many levels. Al-
though there was a plan
to deny tickets to forty
percent of the sitting
MLAs earlier, but after
the rebellion of Swami
Prasad Maurya and his
close associates, the
party was forced to
adopt a slightly flexible
approach.
The three ministers
and fourteen MLAs
who had left the party
were replaced by new
faces. At the same time,
eighty sitting MLAs in-
cluding three other
ministers were also de-
nied tickets.
This exercise of the
party proved to be a suc-
cessful experiment. Be-
cause out of the 104 new
faces fielded, 77 percent
of the candidates got
victory. Reaffirming
confidence in 214 sit-
ting MLAs, including 45
ministers, the saffron
party had again fielded
them this time. Of
these, eighty percent
i.e. 170 candidates won
the election while 44 sit-
ting MLAs including 8
ministers were rejected
by the public.
The party registered
a new record by making
a clean sweep in 23 dis-
tricts. Political analysts
believe that if the BJP
had not brought in new
faces in place of more
than a hundred sitting
MLAs, then it would
have had to bear the
brunt of public outrage
against many sitting
MLAs.
The result of this
well thought out plan is
that the Yogi 2.0 govern-
ment with a thumping
majority is going to
take oath on Friday
.
BJP clean sweep in
districts:
The districts where BJP
did a clean sweep are..
Gorakhpur, Kushi-
nagar, Deoria, Gonda,
Ghaziabad, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Hapur, Bu-
landshahr, Far-
rukhabad, Kannauj,
Pilibhit, Mathura,
Agra, Aligarh, Etah,
Varanasi, Robertsganj,
Jhansi, Lalitpur, Maho-
ba, Hamirpur, Hardoi
and Lakhimpur.
First India Bureau
Lucknow: The Su-
preme Court has set
aside Allahabad High
Court’s order directing
the State of Uttar
Pradesh to pay a com-
pensation of Rs 25,00,000
on a finding of gross
medical negligence on
the part of doctors of
S.R.N. Medical College
which had resulted in
the death of a 25-year-
old man.
A bench of Justices
UU Lalit, S Ravindra
Bhat and PS Narasimha
set aside the order dated
November14,2019onthe
ground that it was
passed in a PIL and that
adverse findings were
arrived at without mak-
ing any of the treating
doctors parties to the
proceedings.
“Public Interest Liti-
gation in a manner it
was initiated and dealt
with by the High Court
was certainly not a prop-
erremedy”,theSupreme
Court observed.
Inthepresentcase,the
doctors of S.R.N. Medi-
cal College allegedly
made a wrong diagnosis
and they administered
‘broad spectrum antibi-
otic’ to the deceased
which was not pre-
scribed in dengue fever
in the direction of the
StateGovernmentwhich
resulted in his death.
The father of the de-
ceased BP Mishra had
addressed a letter to one
of the HC judges on No-
vember 4, 2016 based on
which the HC registered
a PIL. In the impugned
judgmenttheHighCourt
directed the State to pay
compensation of Rs
25,00,000 within six
weeks from the date of
order. The payment was
to be made through the
DM. The bench also re-
marked that the manner
inwhichthePILwasini-
tiated and dealt with by
HC was not proper
remedy
.
Rae Bareli (PTI) :
The Congress was
“directionless” with
a “non-existent”
work culture and
couldn’t see it com-
ing to power for a
long time, said Rae
Bareli MLA Aditi
Singh, who had
switched to the BJP
ahead of the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly
polls.
Singh (34), who de-
feated Samajwadi
Party’s R P Yadav by
7,100 votes to register
her second straight
win,saidherdecision
to quit the Congress
and join the BJP was
borne out of her obli-
gation to the constitu-
ency’s people.
“Could not see the
Congress coming to
power for a long
time,” she said.
“I couldn’t coordi-
nate with them,
agree or understand
their work culture. It
was non-existent. So
where do you grow? I
was all of 29 years
old when I last got
elected. These are
years for me to learn
as a professional and
to have the right kind
of mentorship. What
do I do with that di-
rectionless party,”
Singh said.
“Whilst on the oth-
er hand, we have a
party (BJP) which
has such clear vision
and direction from
the Centre to states
to assembly and such
hard working lead-
ers,” she said.
She termed the
BJP’s win from the
constituency as “his-
toric”.
First India Bureau
Varanasi: The
district and ses-
sions judge of
Mau has issued a
notice to CM-des-
ignate Yogi Adi-
tyanath for al-
legedly terming
Lord Hanuman a
Dalit in his speech
at Alwar in Rajas-
than in 2018 on a
complaint by a
Dohrighat native,
N a v a l k a n t
Sharma.
A d d i t i o n a l
chief judicial
magistrate Shwe-
ta Chaudhary has
issued a notice to
Yogi Adityanath
and fixed April 26
as the next date for
hearing in this
case, according to
agency reports.
Lucknow: The BJP, which got a thumping majority
in the 2017 assembly elections, had to face defeat
in 85 seats. Party strategists had focused on these
lost seats from two years ago. Of these, new faces
were given a chance in 69 seats. As a result, this
time the BJP was able to win 19 out of these 85
seats.the country are expected to join the event vir-
tually. The Prime Minister will also launch multiple
initiatives in the education sector on the occasion.
FOCUS WAS ON LOST SEATS
Notice to Yogi
by Addl CJM,
Mau over
remark on
LordHanuman
SC sets aside HC order to
govt for `25L compensation
TIP TO VICTIM
IN MEMORIUM
Samajwadi party national president Akhilesh Yadav paying tribute to Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
on his birth anniversary at Lohia park in Lucknow on wednesday.
‘Congdirectionless,
couldn'tseeitcoming
to power for long‘
Aditi Singh at an event. —FILE PHOTO
Ahteshan Siddiqui
Lucknow: Thirteen
Women IAS officers
have been posted as Dis-
trict Collectors in 13
districts of UP. These
officers’ contribution in
the recently concluded
assembly elections in
the state helped conduc-
tion of a peaceful and
fair elections. of these
13 officers, majorly of
them from the 2013
batch and none of the
women officers have
been previously pro-
moted from the IAS
State cadre.
The state currently
has IAS officers from
batch 2006 to 2013 post-
ed as DMs of various
districts and of these
officers 62 DMs are
male while 13 female of-
ficers are at the helm of
district. 2006 batch IAS
officer Selva Kumari J
who is the current DM
of Aligarh was recent-
ly promoted to the rank
of commissioner and
since the elections are
over, she is soon expect-
ed to be removed from
her current posting as
the DM of Aligarh. IAS
officer Selva Kumari
J’s husband Ranvir
Prasad is an IAS offic-
ers too of UP Cadre
2000 batch and is cur-
rently posted as the Re-
lief Commissioner.
IAS Shurti Singh of
Chhattisgarh cadre
and 2006 batch is cur-
rently DM of Etawah
and she too was recent-
ly promoted. Since the
elections are over, the
state government may
soon remove her from
the post and give her
new assignment.
The other prominent
women officers posted
as the DM include 2008
batch IAS officer
Soumya Agarwal who
is posted as DM of Bas-
ti, 2010 batch IAS Neha
Sharma, DM of Kan-
pur Nagar, 2011 batch
IAS Shruti posted as
the DM of Balrampur,
2012 batch IAS Neha
Prakash posted as DM
Shravasti, 2012 batch
IAS Jasjit Kaur who is
posted as the District
Magistrate of Shamli,
2013 batch IAS Divya
Mittal, posted as DM of
Sant Kabir Nagar, 2013
batch IAS Priyanka
Ranjan who is posted
as the District Magis-
trate of Jalaun, 2013
batch IAS Apoorva
Dubey DM of Fatehpur,
2013 batch IAS Harshi-
ta Mathur DM, Kas-
ganj.
Women collectors played vital role in peaceful polls
IN COMMAND
The incident pertains to
Yogi’s speech in Alwar,
Rajasthan in 2018
—FILE PHOTO
—PHOTO
BY
SUMIT
KUMAR
Assembly PS informs all MLAs
to attend oath ceremony
First India Bureau
Lucknow: Principal
Secretary of Uttar
Pradesh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat
Pradeep Dubey, has
informed all the
MLAs about the oath
taking ceremony of
Chief Minister (CM)
of Uttar Pradesh
scheduled to be held
at 4 pm on March 25,
invitation letter of
which was being
made available
through the Secretar-
iat’s office. All the
members will be able
to enter the venue
only with the hard
copy of the invitation.
Instructions have
been issued by the
Principal Secretary,
Secretariat to district
magistrates of all the
districts regarding the
issuance of informa-
tion related guidelines
to the newly elected
members of the 18th
Vidhan Sabha.
The copy of the letter issued
by Pradeep Dubey to all
MLAs for the swearin-in.
Selva Kumari J
Apurva Dubey Saumya Agarwal
Jasjit Kaur Shruti Singh Neha Sharma
 


	10. andi will leave  you
with the feeling that
prostitutes who
openly sell their
bodies for a speci-
fied amount and are
ostracised by socie-
ty are actually not the villains,
they are not be moralised over
– there are far worst who sell
their own souls and of others
too for power, money and even
less. Hypocrisy and double
standards of the society are
laid bare.
This is one of Benegal’s fin-
est dramas, high in emotional
intensity and you can’t but help
admiring the solidarity of the
prostitutes, they are resource-
ful and I really liked the fact
that Mandi doesn’t glamorise
them or pity them, it is sensi-
tive to the sex-workers and
women in general. Hyderabad
is depicted in the language-
beautifully lilting Dakhani
Urdu, the costumes and the
sets, all perfectly under the ex-
pert hand of Shyam Benegal,
though it is slightly lengthy
.
Shabana Azmi and Smita Pa-
til along with Naseeruddin
Shah give one of the fin-
est performances of
their careers but at
the same time the
colours filled by
Neena Gupta,
Soni Razdan,
K u l b h u s h a n
K h a r b a n d a ,
Saeed Jaffery,
Amrish Puri, Ratna Pathak in
the canvas of Mandi are no less
perfect.
I loved Azmi in the role of a
shrewd, calculating and cold at
times but compassionate and
not cruel Madame at a brothel,
her love and protection for Pa-
til has layers to layers. She is
manipulative as she handles
both Kharbanda and Jaffery
for her benefits and those of
her girls. Patil plays the role of
an innocent but at the same
time she is devious and
ungrateful too.
Mandi is complex,
hinting at incestuous re-
lationships and the
havoc the skel-
etons in the
c l o s e t
w r e a k
decades later, the selfishness of
human nature and unseen loy-
alties, the moral but fake supe-
riority of the politicians with
an open ending which will leave
you mystified if you haven’t ac-
cepted Shabana and the movie
as they are, in totality
.
Mandi is part of the parallel
cinema, one which has over the
years taken the onus to show
the reality of life- the harsher
side – kept away from the
Bollywood masala
films. And for enter-
tainment, I believe
both form an
equally impor-
tant part. So,
the coming
w e e k e n d ,
w a t c h
M a n d i
and you
will not
regret
it.
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ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
THIS THROWBACK THURSDAY WE TAKE YOU DOWN THE
‘MURKY’ LANES OF MANDI, SHYAM BENEGAL’S CLASSIC
BROUGHT TO LIFE BY NONE OTHER THAN SHABANA AZMI
AND SMITA PATIL, THE SHEER SCALE OF THE MOVIE AS IT
DIPS INTO THE INTRICATELY ENTWINED LIFE OF A
BROTHEL AND THE CORRUPTION OF POLITICIANS, WILL
MAKE YOU THINK AND THE PERFORMANCES BY ONE AND
ALL WILL KEEP YOU GLUED.
M
LUCKNOW, THURSDAY,
MARCH 24, 2022
Kaun bikta hai,
kaun kharidaar?
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SONAXI CHANANA, Model
LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23
You need help on academic
front and you should not
shy away from asking. Your
spouse may make you
spend more than you expected.
Fantastic day for investing money in
stock market as you can make
fortune. You miss your parents a lot
and somewhere fear to loose them.
LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22
Best day to buy gold and
silver or any precious
metal for investment sake.
You love to live close to
your family. You are a child at heart
and never let this child die. You have
a big heart and you always help
someone if you can. Video gathering
is possible.
ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20
Boisterous behaviour is
what everyone needs right
now, do whatever you can
do to cheer everyone up.
You will feel financially comfortable
and infant you are in position to
invest money in some new venture.
Your personality will attract many
eligible bachelors.
SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22
Take stand where you need
to, don’t run in the same
direction where everybody
else is going. Visit a doctor
if you have any doubts about your
health. Don’t attack stress even if you
don’t have any. Let go of things that
are not in your control. You want to
have your own house.
GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21
You are very fortunate to
have a great friend circle.
You are very generous by
nature and also you are the
backbone of your family. Today is a
favourable day for business. You may
postpone your study plans. Be
careful of the words that come out of
your mouth.
AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19
You are opportunist and this
will make you successful
one day. Your spouse is
someone who can do
anything for your happiness. There
may be delays in property possession
and it won’t effect you. You are happy
spending whole day at home. Help
your mothers at home today.
TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20
This is the best time try
something new with life
give yourself a new
purpose. You will feel
amorous towards your wife. Work on
your limitations, there can be no
better time than this. You have more
opposite sex friends and you may be
judged sometimes but don’t care.
CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20
Never demotivate someone
even if someone is not
capable of doing some-
thing. You make sure to
make things work your way. You are
most wanted by your friends. You
can have romantic affair in office and
a serious one. You will invest money
in clothes and accessories today.
VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23
Don’t make friends for
money and status rather
make friends who will stick
with you forever. You care
about you lover but somehow
hesitate in expressing that care. On
social front, you may have to spend
some extra money in buying gifts for
someone for some specific occasion.
CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23
You must create an
environment of under-
standing at home. You
need a break from day to
tensions and the way to cope up with
stress is to meditate. You will
succeed in any examination if you
put your heart and soul to it.
Promotion can be expected.
PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20
Scrumptious food is what
you are craving for today.
You always maintain
cordial relationship with
everyone. You workout daily to keep
yourself fit. You may start a side
business to earn extra money. You
are not a jealous kind and you feel
happy for others.
SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22
You are a pro in your field
and none can beat you.
Female scorpios are
lioness and women around
are often jealous. You give tough
competition to people. Many people
get inspired by you. You will get
special treatment from your dear
ones.
YOUR
DAY
Horoscope by
Saurabbh Sachdeva
ur country
has just con-
cluded a very
crucial phase
of five-state
e l e c t i o n s .
H o m e s ,
streets, offices, are
abuzz with election
talk, with people offer-
ing their individual
perspectives on who
has won, lost, and is
forming new govern-
ments in five states.
There is a lot changing,
yet lots stay the same.
While the BJP has
swept four elections,
the emergence of the
Aam Admi Party on
the national level is a
truth that is unfolding
right before our eyes.
The road to 2024 just
got a whole lot more
complicated and excit-
ing. Alas, in this kind
of politically charged
atmosphere, there is a
huge part of our young
Indian society, miss-
ing. Absent from the
general discourse, ab-
sent also from having
their own opinions on
the matter. This, in a
young country like
ours, I shudder to
think, cannot possibly
be a good situation!
I am referring to the
middle to high school
students of India. Al-
though they may not
be in a position to cast
their vote, does that
mean they shouldn’t
have an opinion? I feel
it is vital that they do.
Having said that, are
they really knowledge-
able, invested, aware,
enough to have an
opinion?
Students in India are
made to study how our
political establishment
works. By middle
school, most students
gain an insight
and under-
standing,
a t
least of the ba-
sic fundamen-
tals of the Indi-
an Democratic 
Parliamentary
systems. How
elections take
place, representa-
tion, voting, con-
stituencies and
the like. But per-
haps this theoreti-
cal knowledge is
too rudimentary
and doesn’t evolve
into a more reali-
ty-based under-
standing of any-
thing that is politi-
cally current. Our
students, espe-
c i a l l y
those at-
tending ‘good schools’
in metropolitan areas,
go to great lengths to
hone their debating
skills and participate
passionately in a fo-
rum such as the
MUN (Model
United Nations), debat-
ing furiously, interna-
tional problems and
seeking possible solu-
tions. While this is a
worthy pursuit, should
there not be a platform
such as the MUN for
our own, native poli-
tics? A regular and
prestigious event that
will compel tomor-
row’s voters to re-
search, gain different
perspectives, and form
their own opinions on
national political his-
tory, issues, parties,
states,
regions, problems. It
will familiarize them
with the current politi-
cal landscape of the
country and engage
them in a manner that
will best prepare them
to make informed deci-
sions when it comes
time to cast their own
votes in the real world.
This kind of ground-
ing and base-formation
will also prevent young
Indians from blindly
adopting a political
ideology that they
seem to present either
inherit from their par-
ents and families or
imbibe from their
suddenly politically
charged college envi-
ronment – there is an
argument here that
when a young Indian
voter does start think-
ing about his or her
politics, it is too late
already to really form
one’s own, personal,
well thought out per-
spective.
I remember my own
experiences as a child,
in most
quarters of my family,
there was this over-
whelming loyalty to-
wards the Congress
Party with senior
members of my family
entirely dedicated to
Indira Gandhi. I just
accepted this bias to-
wards Congress to be
the gospel truth be-
cause I had no other
alternative. No forum
to debate, explore, or
historical perspective
on which to base, and
come to my own con-
clusions and opinions.
I suspect the influence
family holds over
young students today
isn’t vastly different.
And it is time that we,
as parents, educators,
and responsible adults
bringing up a new gen-
eration of Indians,
thought about this,
and provided an op-
portunity to young In-
dia, to decide what’s
politically correct for
them, themselves;
evolve a generation of
Politically Present
Students!
KARTIK BAJORIA
(the author is a Jaipur-based
Communication Skills Educator
 Writer)
POLITICALLY
PRESENT STUDENTS
O
 




Download Now

AboutSupportTermsPrivacyCopyrightCookie PreferencesDo not sell or share my personal informationEverand
EnglishCurrent LanguageEnglish
Español
Portugues
Français
Deutsche




© 2024 SlideShare from Scribd 





