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	1. Lucknow (PTI): Alleg-
ing  that the Congress-
led government in Ra-
jasthan had completely
failed in protecting Dal-
its and Adivasis, BSP
president Mayawati on
Wednesday demanded
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in the state.
The BSP chief cited
various cases of atroci-
ties on Dalits and Adi-
vasis in Rajasthan to
buttress her point. “In-
cidents of atrocities on
Dalits and Adivasis
have increased tremen-
dously under the Con-
gress government of
Rajasthan. Recently
, the
rape of Dalit girls in
Didwana and Dholpur,
the killing of a Dalit
youth with a tractor in
Alwar and the murder
of a Dalit youth in Pali,
Jodhpur has shaken
Dalit samaj,” Mayawati
said in a tweet in Hindi.
Our government is everyone’s government: Gehlot
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot has said
that the State Govern-
ment has made many
schemes for the welfare
of the people of the
State, which are exem-
plary for other State
Governments of the
country
. “Our govern-
ment has taken care of
everysectionof thesoci-
ety with schemes like
cashlesstreatmentof up
to 10 lakh under Chiran-
jeevi Yojana, Rs 5 per
liter grant to milk pro-
ducers, social security
pension to 90 lakh peo-
ple, former pension for
state employees, “ Ge-
hlot said while address-
ing various delegations
at the Chief Minister’s
residenceonWednesday
.
On this occasion, the
Chief Minister, on be-
half of Shri Babu Shob-
haram Memorial Chari-
table Trust, released a
souvenir published on
the life of Babu Shob-
haram - freedom fighter,
formerMPof Alwarand
former minister of the
state. Gehlot thanked
the Trust for publishing
the souvenir.
On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
5 lakh 60 thousand fami-
lies in the state will not
have to pay electricity
billsduetotheannounce-
ment of grant and free
electricity up to 50 units
in the state budget.
“Smartphones will be
provided to women of 1
crore 33 lakh families
registeredunderChiran-
jeevi Yojana. The state
government has decided
to implement the pre-
pension scheme for the
state employees appoint-
ed after January 1, 2004,
on the basis of humani-
tarian approach. With
this decision, we have
given social security to
the employees and their
families. In the coming
time, the central and
other state governments
will also have to take
such a human decision,”
he said. Turn to P8
New Delhi (Agencies:
Hailing India’s success
in achieving its goods
export target of USD
400 billion this fiscal,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi asserted to-
day that this is a key
milestone in India’s
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
journey.
The highest ever
goods export target was
achieved nine days
ahead of the March 31
deadline.
Exports increased by
37 per cent to USD 400
billion during April-
March 22, 2021-22
against USD 292 billion
in 2020-21.
For the first time
ever, India’s merchan-
dise exports have
crossed USD 400 billion
in a fiscal. In 2018-19,
the outbound ship-
ments had touched a
record of USD 330.07
billion.
On average, goods
worth about USD 33
billion were shipped
every month and about
USD one billion every
day.
Kolkata (PTI): The
Calcutta High Court
has sought a status re-
port on the Birbhum
violence from the West
Bengal government by
Thursday 2 pm. A divi-
sion bench headed by
Chief Justice Prakash
Shrivastava, taking up
a suo motu petition and
a set of PILs, directed
the installation of
CCTV cameras in the
presence of the district
judge and 24×7 CCTV
surveillance of the
scene of occurrence.
Meanwhile, PM Nar-
endra Modi expressing
his condolences and
hoped the state govern-
ment takes strict action
against the culprits.
CM releases souvenir published
on the life of freedom fighter
turned politician Babu Shobharam
CM Ashok Gehlot being greeted by women for ‘good’ Budget.
BSP Supremo Mayawati
JAIPUR l THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNI NO. RAJENG/2019/77764 l Vol 3 l Issue No. 285
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.
Chinese emergency workers found on Wednesday one of two black boxes from a China
Eastern Airlines (600115.SS) plane that crashed this week with 132 people onboard,
and the United States said its investigators had been invited to the crash site. The black
box device recovered is the plane’s cockpit voice recorder, based on an early assess-
ment, a Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) official told a media briefing.
ONE OF TWO
‘BLACK BOXES’ OF
CHINESE CRASHED
PLANE FOUND
Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit Lucknow on Thursday to attend an all
important meeting of the BJP legislature party to elect its leader and to give final
shape to the nature and composition of the Yogi Adityanath cabinet 2.0.
According to sources, Shah and former Chief Minister of Jharkhand Raghubar
Das will take part as observer and co-observer.
SHAH IN LUCKNOW
TODAY TO GIVE
FINAL TOUCHES TO
YOGI 2.0 CABINET
Citing atrocities on Dalits, Maya
demands President’s rule in Raj
Alwar (PTI) Seven
people were arrested
by Wednesday in case
pertaining to a Dalit man
allegedly forced to rub
his nose on a platform
inside a temple in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district
after he made insulting
remarks on Hindu gods
in response to com-
ments on social media
for criticising the film
‘The Kashmir Files’, po-
lice said. Earlier, an FIR
was registered against
11 persons.
Kolkata: Targeted by the BJP over the killing of eight people
in Bengal’s Birbhum, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today
said “such incidents have happened in Gujarat and Rajasthan
too” and assured action “in a fair manner”. She also said she
would visit the area on Thursday. Eight people were allegedly
locked in their homes and burnt alive by a mob near Ram-
purhat town of Birbhum, in protests following the death of a
Trinamool Congress village leader, Bhadu Sheikh, in a crude
bomb attack on Monday.
Birbhum: N Manjirabibi, an
eyewitness, who lives right
next to the house that was set
on fire, made some startling
allegations. According to
her, she had heard screams
and a sound akin to that of
a cylinder explosion. When
officials from the fire depart-
ment arrived, locals didn’t
let them douse the fire, she
claimed, adding that villagers
were scared to help. “I saw
the house was on fire. I am
the immediate neighbour.
It was around 9 pm. I did
not see the police. The fire
brigade came but they were
not allowed to douse it. “I
don’t know who stopped the
fire officials. I heard screams
inside when a gas exploded,”
she added.,” she said.
7 HELD FOR FORCING
DALIT TO RUB NOSE
ON TEMPLE PLATFORM
MAMATA: SUCH INCIDENTS HAVE HAPPENED
IN GUJARAT AND RAJASTHAN TOO; WILL
ENSURE ACTION IS TAKEN IN FAIR MANNER
WITNESS SAYS
FIREFIGHTERS
WERE STOPPED
1ST TIME EVER IN HISTORY
$400 Billion
India Sets Export Record
Calcutta HC seeks report on
Birbhum arson within 24 hrs
..directs Mamata govt to install CCTVs, protect witnesses
PM Modi complemented farmers, weavers, MSMEs,
manufacturers, exporters for the achievement
Narendra Modi@narendramodi
India set an ambitious target of $400 Billion of goods
exports & achieves this target for the first time ever.
I congratulate our farmers, weavers, MSMEs, manufacturers,
exporters for this success. This is a key milestone in our Aat-
manirbhar Bharat journey. #LocalGoesGlobal
Pushkar Dhami
takes oath as
11th CM of
Uttarakhand
Hero MotoCorp MD Munjal’s
Office, 24 Cos. premises raided
Dehradun: Pushkar
Singh Dhami, 46, was
sworn in as the 11th
Chief Minister of Utta-
rakhand on Wednesday
for the second term at a
ceremony attended by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, several Union
ministers and chief
ministers of some BJP-
ruled states.
Eight Cabinet minis-
ters who also took oath
along with Dhami are:
Satpal Maharaj, Prem-
chandra Agarwal,
Ganesh Joshi, Dhan
Singh Rawat, Subodh
Uniyal, Saurabh Bahu-
guna, Rekha Arya and
Chandan Ram Das.
Agarwal, Bahuguna
and Das are the new
faces in the state cabi-
net that has an average
age of 56 years.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Income Tax Depart-
ment has conducted
raids on the Gurugram
office and residence of
Hero MotoCorp Chair-
man and Managing Di-
rector Pawan Munjal.
The raids have been on
since early morning.
Premises of 24 com-
panies linked to the top
officials of the compa-
ny are covered in this
search, news agency
ANI said.
Hero MotoCorp later
issuedastatementsaying
the searches by the I-T
Department at Munjal’s
premises were part of a
routineenquiryaheadof
the end of the fiscal year,
and it was business as
usual at the company
.
“We at Hero Moto-
Corp are an ethical and
law-abiding corporate,
and maintain the high-
est standards of impec-
cable corporate govern-
ance. In keeping with
this philosophy, we are
extending our full coop-
eration to the authori-
ties,” it said.
Hero MotoCorp be-
came the world’s largest
two-wheeler manufac-
turer in 2001, in terms
of unit volume sales in
a calendar year.
Ukrainian leaders have accused Russia of seizing 15
rescue workers and drivers from a humanitarian convoy
trying to get desperately needed food and other supplies
into the bloodied port city of Mariupol, which also came
under naval attack after weeks of air and land strikes.
Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych on
Wednesday said he expected the active phase of the Rus-
sian invasion to be over by the end of April as the Russian
advance had already stalled in many areas. Speaking on
local television, Arestovych said Russia had already lost
40% of its attacking forces, and also played down the
prospect of Russia waging nuclear war.
UKRAINE SAYS RUSSIA SEIZED RELIEF
WORKERS IN MARIUPOL CONVOY
ACTIVE PHASE OF RUSSIAN INVASION
LIKELY TO BE OVER BY APRIL: UKRAINE
Missile misfire into Pak: IAF probe
suggests involvement of Gr. Captain
Russia‘important G20 member’,can’t
be expelled by others,asserts China
New Delhi: The initial
probe of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) into the ac-
cidental firing of a
BrahMos missile that
landed in Pakistan
pointed towards the in-
volvement of a Group
Captain-rank officer.
The probe is being
conducted by an Air
Vice Marshal-rank of-
ficer who is posted at
the Air Headquarters
and is most qualified to
conduct the probe, top
government sources
said on Wednesday
.
The BrahMos missile
got accidentally fired
from an airbase and
landed inside Pakistan
at a place called Mian
Channu. The Pakistan
government had regis-
tered its objection over
the incident but much
before that, an investi-
gation had been
launched by India.
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on March
15 said a high-level
probe was ordered into
the incident that in-
volved the accidental
launch of a missile into
Pakistani territory on
March 9.
Beijing (Agencies):
China on Wednesday
described Russia as an
“important member” of
the G20 after Washing-
ton raised the prospect
of excluding Moscow
from the group.
China has provided a
level of diplomatic pro-
tection to Russia, which
is increasingly isolated
over its invasion of
Ukraine, with its econo-
my tied up by sanctions.
“The G20 is the main
forum for international
economic cooperation,”
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesman Wang
Wenbin told reporters.
“Russia is an important
member, and no mem-
ber has the right to ex-
pel another country
.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi posted graphics of India achieving the highest-ever
exports target nine days ahead of the intended deadline.
PM Modi, Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and
Prahlad Joshi attended
ceremony.
Pawan Munjal
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Jaipur: Colonies settled
on agricultural land in
urban areas of Ra-
jasthan till 31 December
2021 will now be regular-
ized. Till now there was
noprovisionforregular-
izing colonies settled on
agricultural land after
June 17, 1999.
For this purpose, the
Rajasthan assembly on
Wednesday passed the
Rajasthan Land Reve-
nue (Amendment) Bill
2022. The bill has been
passed to amend sub-
section 8 of section 90-A
of the Rajasthan Land
Revenue Act in order to
increase the cut-off date
to regularize colonies.
This will give relief to
the people living in cit-
ies after 17th June 1999
by building houses on
agricultural land. In
sub-section 8 of 90-A,
there is a provision to
change the land use of
agricultural land for
non-agricultural pur-
poses in urban areas be-
fore June 17, 1999.
There was no provi-
sion to regularize colo-
nies settled after this.
Now a provision has
been made for regular-
izing houses built on
agricultural land till De-
cember31,2021.Thepro-
visions of this bill will
not be applicable on the
leases issued after June
16, 1999. Replying to the
debate, Dhariwal said
that after June 17, 1999,
many constructions
took place in the cities,
now it was getting diffi-
cult to give leases to
such people.
He said that the peo-
ple of SC-ST also
planned colonies and
sold their land to people
of other classes. On
those lands, houses and
shops were constructed.
He said that the bill has
been brought so that
leases can be given to
the colonies developed
on agricultural land in
urban areas by Decem-
ber31,2021.Heinformed
that the govt will issue
10 lakh leases in cities
and there will be no vio-
lation of the master
plan anywhere. He said
that regularization will
be done as per the plan.
He also asked the BJP
members to not create
an unnecessary atmos-
phere. BJP MLA Ashok
Lahoti raised the issue
of 20,000 leases in San-
ganer. He said that there
are 20,000 leases pend-
ing to be given in San-
ganer. Dhariwal ques-
tioned where those peo-
ple were till now and
leases will be given in
the ratio of 70:30 and if
the colony is not settled
in this ratio, then leases
will not be allotted.
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Office of Director, Archaeology &
Museums Department, Rajasthan Jaipur
Online E-Bid Notice for set up and running
Restaurant at Vidhyadhar Ka bag, Jaipur.
On behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan, online bids are
invited for setup and running Restaurant at Vidhyadhar ka bag, Jaipur
from interested and eligible company/Firms/Individuals. Details of
the bid are as under :-
Particular
Last date
& time for
Download
of Bid
Documents
Last date
& time
for Online
Submission
of Bid
Date &
time for
opening of
Technical
Bid
Pre Bid
Metting
Date &
Time
For Setup
and running
Restaurant at
Vidhyadhar ka
bag, Jaipur.
18.04.2022
Upto
5.00 P.M.
18.04.2022
Upto
5.00 P.M.
19.04.2022
on
2.00 P.M.
04.04.2022
on
10.30 A.M.
1. Bid UBN No. : AMD2122SLOB00043
Detailed bid document can be viewed or/and download from
websites http://museumsrajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
& http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Director
(Phone : 0141-2820360, Email : dirarchraj@gmail.com)
क्रमांक : पु.सं./तक./समा./Vidhyadhar bag/Restaurant/2022/2977 दिनांक : 16/03/2022
DIPR/C/4046/2022
Jaipur: In a major ac-
tion by the JDA ad-
ministration in the
New Transport Na-
gar area. The illegal
colony was being set-
tledinabout70bighas
in New Transport
Nagar. The JDA
squad took action
with the help of a
bulldozer and de-
stroyed the road built
in the illegally settled
colony
. This entire ac-
tion was carried out
ontheinstructionsof
JDA Chief Enforce-
ment Officer Raghu-
veer Saini. —FIB
COLONIES ON AGRI LAND IN URBAN AREAS TILL
DEC 31, 2021 TO BE REGULARIZED, BILL PASSED
LOCAL BODIES (AMENDMENT) BILL PASS
SPEAKER SCHOOLS PSK WITH BHAIRON SINGH’S EXAMPLE
❍ HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ASSEMBLY
‘PROHIBITORY ORDERS IN KOTA
NOT APPLICABLE ON TKF MOVIE’
MIN’S DOG WAS FOUND IN 5-HOUR,
BUT 2 GIRLS MISSING FOR 49 DAYS
Rajasthan Assembly on Wednesday passed the
Rajasthan Municipalities (Amendment) Bill, 2022
by voice vote. Parl Affairs Min Shanti Dhariwal
introduced the Bill in the House for discussion and
highlighted the objectives and reasons for the bill.
He said that RPSC will now conduct examinations
to make appointments to the posts of direct recruit-
ment of Municipal (Administrative and Technical)
Services. He said that at present the selection of
candidates for direct recruitment posts of Munici-
pal (Administrative and Technical) service is done
by the State Level Commission constituted under
the provisions of the respective service rules.
When Minister Pratap Singh Khachariyawas commented on Dy LoP Rajendra
Rathore, Speaker Joshi advised him. When Khachariyawas challenged BJP MLA
Anita Bhadel, who was asking the first question, the Speaker interrupted saying
that “this tradition is not right, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat had established some
traditions in democracy and you come from that family and you have to maintain
that legacy. Because of this I will interrupt you every time. You may be a good
worker, but now you have to prove yourself as a good minister”.
Jaipur (PTI): Rajasthan Assembly
Speaker C P Joshi on Wednesday told the
House that the Kota collector has made
it clear that prohibitory
orders imposed in the
district will not be ap-
plicable on the screening
of “The Kashmir Files”
or any other movie. The
district administration’s
move to impose Sec-
tion 144 had sparked a
controversy as the order mentioned that
law and order may be affected. BJP MLA
Sandeep Sharma raised the issue during the
zero hour on Wednesday, saying the district
authorities while imposing the prohibitory
orders had cited that there may be a law and
order situation in view of screening TKF.
Jaipur: The matter of missing two
minor daughters of Jaipur’s advocate
since 49 days was raised in the as-
sembly on Wednesday
by BJP MLA Ashok
Lahoti during the Zero
Hour. “When this is the
condition of the capital,
then what will happen
to the villages? When
dog Charlie of Rajendra
Rathore, when he was a
minister, was lost the police found it in
5 minutes. The buffalo of UP SP leader
Azam Khan was also found by the po-
lice. But the police is not able to find our
sisters and daughters in 49 days,” he
said. The girls have been missing from
Kartarpura area since February 3.
 Agriculture Minister
Lalchand Kataria
clarified in the house
on Wednesday that
no proposal to open
an agricultural college
in Dholpur assembly
constituency is under
consideration.
 The issue related to
a beer bar located
in Malviya Nagar of
Jaipur was raised in the
house. The matter was
related to compound-
ing against rules. Min-
ister Parsadi Lal Meena
said that the matter will
be examined.
 MLA Pratap Singh Sin-
ghvi asked a question
regarding the operation
of beer bar in Jaipur.
Excise Minister Parsadi
Lal Meena said that at
present 90 restaurants
are operating under the
Excise District Jaipur
with a permit.
 MLA Pabbaram asked
for the amount and
work spent in DMFT
Jodhpur, to which Min
Bhaya said that Rs 1
crore have been given
for silicosis.
SC-ST bill
passed with
voice vote
First India Bureau
Jaipur: It will be
mandatory for the
officers to imple-
ment the schemes
for Dalit and tribal
development on the
ground. In order to
compulsorily im-
plement SC and ST
d e v e l o p m e n t
schemes and guar-
antee development
in these areas, the
Gehlot government
has brought legisla-
tion — The Ra-
jasthan State Sched-
uled Castes And
Scheduled Tribes
Development Fund
(Planning, Alloca-
tion And Utilization
Of Financial Re-
sources) Bill, 2022
for creating a sepa-
rate fund.
The bill was
passed in the house
by voice vote.
The primary ob-
jective of the 2022
Bill is to cover up
the deficit of the
Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled
Tribes communi-
ties on the develop-
ment indicators.
Shanti Dhariwal speaking in the House. —FILE PHOTO
JDA clears 70
bigha land in
Transport Nagar
Relief to people living in cities on agricultural land after 17th June 1999
Dhariwal says after June 17, 1999, many constructions took place in cities
The government will issue 10 lakh leases in cities, say UDH Min Dhariwal
Question
Hour
SPEAKER CP JOSHI SHOWS DISPLEASURE TO
MLA SURESH TANK AS RAWAT REPLIES
Speaker CP Joshi showed displeasure towards MLA
Suresh Tank who had asked a question related to
an art gallery in Kishangarh.
The question was answered by
Industries Minister Shakuntala
Rawat but after the reply, Tank
said that the question was re-
lated to the department of Art
and Culture therefore it should
be referred to the department of art and culture. The
comment annoyed the Speaker and asked whether he
would guide the chair on what to do.
HEALTH MINISTER MEENA ADMITS LACK OF
HEALTHCARE FACILITIES IN PALI
MLA Gyanchand Parakh raised the issue of
mismanagement and lack of investigation
facilities in Bangar Hospital
of Pali during the zero hour.
He said that 2000 cases of
sonography in Pali are on the
waiting list. Health Minister
Parsadi Lal Meena admitted
the machines are old and the
system is not working efficiently and it is not good.
There are four machines for sonography but there is
only one doctor.
EFFORTS ARE ON TO CONNECT MORE GIRLS
WITH THE SABLA, RAJIV GANDHI SCHEME
Woman and Child Development Minister Mamta
Bhupesh assured the house that efforts would be
made to connect more girls
with the Sabla / Rajiv Gandhi
Scheme for Empowerment of
Adolescent Girls. She said that
under the scheme in 2018-19,
less amount has been spent
and it is a matter of the time of
the previous government. She said that after the forma-
tion of the Congress government, about Rs.6 lakh has
been allocated under this scheme in the year 2019-20.
NO PROPOSAL RECIEVED TO SANCTION
DMFT WORK IN PHALODI, SAYS BHAYA
Mines Min Pramod Bhaya said that the works of
DMFT are sanctioned after approval in the meet-
ing of the District Governing
Council and no proposal has
been received to sanction
work in DMFT in Phalodi.
Replying to a supplementary
question, he said that no
demand has been made in
writing from the Phalodi MLA for sanctioning work.
He said that no devp work has been done in Phalodi
area, but Rs 1.31 lakh has been sanctioned.
Jaipur: Drug Control
Officer Sindhu Kumari
has been suspended.
DCO office Jaipur will
remain her headquar-
ter during the suspen-
sion. She has been
charged with extorting
money from chemists
after caught red-handed
by ACB sleuths on 4th
March while accepting
a bribe of Rs 5,000 for
not finding any fault in
stock register. —FIB
Drug inspector
held in bribe case
suspended
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A cricket match
was played between
RCA President’s XI and
IAS XI on Wednesday
morning at the RCA
groundinSMSStadium,
Jaipur. IAS XI won the
match defeating RCA by
70 runs. IAS XI won the
toss and chose to bat
first. IAS team scored
131 runs in 12 overs for
the loss of two wickets.
Pankaj scored an un-
beaten half-century for
the IAS and played an
innings of 51 runs.
Dinesh MN scored 20
runs.
Chasing the target,
the RCA XI could score
only 61 runs for the loss
of eightwickets.Mahen-
dra scored 23 runs for
RCA whereas Vaibhav
Gehlot scored 4 runs.
IAS XI beat RCA XI in a friendly match by 70
runs; RCA XI stopped on 61 while chasing 131
RCA President Vaibhav Gehlot’s Team RCA XI donning blue on the occasion of IAS XI vs RCA XI
match on Wednesday. Member of IAS XI along with their captain Ravi Jain (IAS), Dr Ravi (IPS),
Pankaj Chaudhary (IPS), Dinesh MN (IPS), Vikram (IFS), Vijay Kumar (IFS), Shiv Prasad Nakate (IAS),
Akshay (IFS) are seen. (Inset) Vaibhav Gehlot all kit-up for batting. —PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR
PSK slams Lodha over ‘Gandhi-Nehru family’
remark, says they will never ask to do slavery
Jaipur (ANI): Ra-
jasthan Minister and
Congress MLA Pratap
Khachariyawas on
Wednesday slammed
CM Adviser and MLA
Sanyam Lodha over his
“slaves of Nehru-Gan-
dhi family” remark say-
ingthatthefamilywhich
itself fought for the
country’s freedom, will
never ask anyone to do
itsslavery
.Lodha,whois
also an adviser to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
made the statement in
the Rajasthan Assembly
on Tuesday
, “Yes, we are
slaves of the Gandhi-
Nehru family and we
will remain their slaves
till their last breath.”
Gandhi-Nehru family it-
self had fought against
Britishers for India’s in-
dependence and sacrificed their
own lives for freedom. I believe that
the family which itself fought for
our freedom can never ask anyone
to do its slavery.
—Pratap S Khachariyawas, Cabinet Minister
BABULAL NAGAR JOINS
LINE OF SANYAM LODHA
Reacting to the ‘slave of
Gandhi-Nehru family’
rhetorical remark, Chief
Minister’s Adviser Babulal
Nagar on Wednesday
opened his heart and said,
“I can even lay down my
life for Congress and Sonia
Gandhi. Then I will not
think that my family and
my children are also be-
hind me. To respect or to
touch the feet of someone
is not slavery.”
PROTESTING TO PROTECT JOBS
Around 750 contract ayurvedic doctors from Raj protested at Bais Godam on Wednesday,
demanding to merge the Ayurvedic doctor cadre into Ayurveda medical officers, Ayurveda
doctors in 77 block hospitals and other demands. Meanwhile, 1810 vocational trainers in
905 govt schools across the state also protested at Bais Godam demanding adjustments
to the education department, salvation from exploitative agencies, job security, regular
increment, paid maternity leave and medical leave and payment of lockdown period.
—PHOTO
BY
SUMAN
SARKAR
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Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur: Railways will
waive off the outstand-
ing amount of Rs 13
crores towards Ra-
jasthan’s luxury train
Palace on Wheels. This
was broadly agreed in
the meeting held in
Delhi yesterday
.
On Wednesday, in
Jaipur, Tourism Minis-
ter Vishvendra Singh
held a meeting with
RTDC Chairman Dhar-
mendra Rathore and
other officials regard-
ing Delhi’s meeting
and held discussions
on the exercise to bring
the tourism sector
back on track. Talking
to the media after the
meeting, Singh said
that after 5 years of the
BJP government and 2
years of Covid, now a
blueprint is being pre-
pared.
For this, he said, the
Chief Minister has
given a free hand to the
entire team of tourism.
Dharmendra Rathore
said that the Railway
Minister has assured
that the license of Pal-
ace on Wheels will be
renewed in 1 week.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: In view of the
adverse effects of
chemical pesticides on
human health, Gover-
nor Kalraj Mishra on
Wednesday stressed on
adopting organic meth-
ods of control over
crop pests and plant
diseases.
He said that organic
farming is the only ef-
fective remedy for the
woes related to agricul-
ture, being eco-friend-
ly, it takes care of the
health of the human as
well as the soil.
Mishra was address-
ing an international
conference on ‘Plant
Pathology: Review and
Prospects’ organised
on the occasion of 75th
year of Indian Phyto-
pathological Society at
Shri Karan Narendra
Agricultural Universi-
ty, Jobner.
Governor also pre-
sented Dr. AP Mishra
Lifetime Achievement
Award to Dr Dharam-
vir Singh.
Palace on Wheels to chug off again soon,
as a relief railways waives off `13 crore
12-YR-OLD BOY FORCED INTO
CHILD LABOUR, SODOMISED
Woman held
while husband
still at large
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A case of ex-
treme cruelty with a
12-year-old boy by a cou-
ple has come to light in
the Shastri Nagar area
of the city
.
A couple has been
booked for forcing a boy
into child labour, with
her husband also being
charged with sodomis-
ing him, police said on
Wednesday. While the
woman has been arrest-
ed, her husband is ab-
sconding, they said.
Shastri Nagar police
station SHO Dileep Sin-
gh said the couple —
Ruhi Parveen and Mo-
hammad Riyaz —
brought the boy from
Bihar to Jaipur about
six to seven months ago,
to work with them in
their bangle making
shop. The man had also
branded the boy’s foot
with a hot knife so that
he did not escape.
The child is a resi-
dent of an area in Bihar.
On Tuesday, the child
crawled and reached
the neighbour’s terrace
and then on the road
and and requested the
neighbours to save him,
the police said.
Shubham Jain
Ajmer: A 17-year-old
tuition teacher was re-
portedly raped and then
stabbed to death after
which the 24-year-old
accused attempted sui-
cide on Tuesday
.
Pisangan police sta-
tion has taken the ac-
cused Arshan Khan, a
resident of Hardoi in
UP
, into custody
. During
interrogation, the ac-
cused told the police
that he had a friendship
with the victim on Ins-
tagram. The police,
however, said the rape
allegations by the fam-
ily have not been con-
firmed.
The girl’s body was
found late on Tuesday
night in a forest 100 me-
ters from Ras-Manglia-
was highway in Dhuwa-
dia village. The victim,
a resident of Pali, used
to give tuition to the
children. She was
stabbed with a knife.
The postmortem was
done on Wednesday by
the medical board.
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: The condition
of government hospi-
tals, which were locked
due to shortage of staff
in the State for a long
time, is going to change
soon. Health Minister
Parsadi Lal Meena is
now in a strict mood re-
garding the process of
ending the deputation
process.
Meena told the First
India that time has
been given till March 24
to all the doctors run-
ning on deputation to
join on the original
posting else their salary
will be stopped from the
month of March. Along
with this the process of
departmental action
will also start.
About 2,000 to 3,000
medical personnel are
on deputation in Ra-
jasthan. While the posts
of about 10,000 medical
personnel are vacant.
Meena had earlier
clearly declared that he
would end the deputa-
tion system.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Rajasthan is
the first State in the
country that has started
providing emotional
and mental counselling
to the students return-
ing from Ukraine.
“Most of the students
studying in Ukraine
and Russia are return-
ing to India due to war.
These students have
seen war very closely
and it has had an ad-
verse effect on their
mind. To save them
from any more trouble,
the state government
has started ‘Mansam-
vad’ toll free helpline
service 18001800018,”
Health Minister Parsa-
di Lal Meena said in a
statement.
The helpline service
will operate from 9 am
to 5 pm on all working
days.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A miscreant
looted Rs 2.5 lakh at
gunpoint from the e-
Mitra counter of the
Electricity department
set up outside Yadgaar,
housing the Traffic Po-
lice headquarters, in
the city on Wednesday
.
Counter manager
Baburam Garg said that
he was not present at
the time of the incident.
Another staffer Suraj
Singh was manning the
counter in his absence
when the miscreant
came wielding a gun
and took away with the
cash kept in the drawer.
The police have put
up barricades to nab
the culprit and are in-
vestigating further, said
an officer.
17-yr-old tutor stabbed to
death after rape in Ajmer
The accused branded the boy’s foot with a hot knife so that he
could not walk and meet anyone.
Kalraj Mishra felicitated agricultural scientist Dr. Dharamvir
Singh with Dr. AP Mishra Lifetime Achievement Award.
Vishvendra Singh, Dharmendra Rathore, Gayatri Rathore during
the meeting in Jaipur on Wedneday.
Jaipur: A case of attempt to rape in
the Mansarovar area with a 30-year-
old teacher has come to light in the
state Capital. The accused entered
the PG at 2 am and tried to rape the
sleeping girl by strangling her. The
accused fled after the girl screamed.
According to the police, the girl is a
resident of Tonk city and teaches in
a college in Jaipur. Due to vacations,
most of the girls had gone home.
Kota: BJP leader Bhawani Singh Rajawat created
flutter across the BJP on Wednesday, when he
once again made a statement about the party Chief
Ministerial face. Rajawat, a resident of Kota, said
that his fellow Kota native and Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla will never become CM. “Birla’s dream of
becoming CM will never be fulfilled. Only ‘Jan-
Nayika’ Vasundhara Raje is the real successor of
Bhairon Singh’s legacy. News of Raje becoming
Vice President and Dushyant Singh joining Union
Cabinet are purely rumors,” he said.
Jaipur: In different
instances, two cases
of missing girls have
been filed by the Jaipur
police on the complaint
of their families. A
17-year-old girl residing
in the Kardhani area
went missing. Similarly,
a 16-year-old living in
the Vishwakarma area
also went missing from
the house. Police is yet
to solve case of two
sisters who went miss-
ing from Mahesh Nagar
about 45 days ago. The
police have announced
Rs 10,000 reward.
Ajmer: The Rajasthan
Board of Secondary
Education has complet-
ed all the preparations
for the Senior Second-
ary and Senior Upad-
hyaya examinations
starting from Thursday.
The board has given
utmost importance to
the security of the ques-
tion papers. Secondary
and Praveshika exami-
nations will start from
March 31 and end on
April 26. On the first day
on Thursday, exam of
Psychology subject will
be held.
Jodhpur: A minor girl was raped by
her dance teacher about four years
ago. The revelation came now when
the mother was explaining to her
daughter about Good Touch Bad
Touch. The girl, who is now aged
10, told the story of the teacher after
which case was filed. The teacher did
this henious crime in the bathroom
during the annual function of school
on 26 Feb 2018. —Rajeev Gaur
Bharatpur: In the Roopwas village
area, a man (Gopal) barged into the
house and raped a disabled girl. The
victim cannot speak and is also handi-
capped. When family of the victim
reached police station cops refused
to register case. However, after the
intervention of Bharatpur SP Shyam
Singh the case was registered under
the POSCO Act. Further details will be
revealed after the medical report.
MAN BREAKS INTO PG,
TRIES TO RAPE TEACHER
AFTER BABOSA, ONLY RAJE CAN STEER
THE POLITICAL LEGACY: RAJAWAT
TWO MORE GIRLS
GO MISSING; NO
CLUE OF 2 SISTERS
RBSE CLASS XII
EXAMS TO START
FROM TODAY
NEWS DIGEST
A LESSON MAKES MINOR
REVEAL RAPE BY TEACHER
MAN RAPES DIVYANG
GIRL IN BHARATPUR
Govt launches counselling
service for Ukraine returnees
Doctors asked to return for duty
at original postings by today
`2.30 lakh looted from E-Mitra at
gunpoint outside Yadgaar in city
12,82,745
TOTAL CASES
55 IN A DAY
26 IN JAIPUR
12,72,873
TOTAL RECOVERED
9,551
TOTAL DEATHS
0 IN A DAY
0 IN JAIPUR
321
ACTIVE CASES
COVID-19 UPDATE
Dholpur case
is not a
gangrape
case: NCW
Jaipur: National Commission for Women (NCW) chairperson Rekha
Sharma has denied that the incident of excesses with a woman in
Dholpur was a gangrape case. She said investigation has revealed
that she was only physically assaulted but no rape had taken place.
“We counselled the victim and tried to find out the truth from her.
The victim told us that she had not been rape but only been thrashed
by the culprits. It is difficult to confirm whether her earlier version is
true or what she told us now is true,” Sharma explained.
Organic farming is
better for human, soil
health: Kalraj Mishra
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Glory to God, who is able to
do far beyond all that we
could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.
—Bible
IN-DEPTH
Pralhad Joshi
@JoshiPralhad
The opposition wants to hide its failure
by creating a ruckus in the house.
But the people of 5 states have put
the opposition in its rightful place.
Opposition MPs are violating the
democratic right to ask questions of
other MPs by behaving in ruthless
manner in the Parliament.
Jagat Prakash Nadda
@JPNadda
Today in Dehradun attended the
swearing in ceremony of pushkardhami
G. I am confident that the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri narendramodi.
Under the able leadership of Ji,
Dhami Ji will set a new paradigm
in the development of Devbhoomi.
Congratulations and best wishes to all
the members of the new cabinet.
TOP TWEETS
PAKISTAN PM’S
PRAISE FOR INDIA’S
INDEPENDENT
FOREIGN POLICY
n a rare compliment,
Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan
praised India for its
independent foreign
policy and being part of Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD) while importing oil
from Russia despite US sanc-
tions. While other QUAD mem-
bers voted for US sanctions on
Russia, India did not. No mem-
ber of the QUAD has any prob-
lem with India’s stand, which is
in the interest of its people.
Such a stand can only be taken
from a position of strength. In-
dia’s strength lies in its geo-po-
litical advantage for the QUAD
when it comes to China. With
Pakistan being a close ally of
Beijing, America has to rely on
India. Both the countries have
China as a common concern.
There’s another reason why
the West can’t complain. Eu-
rope, especially Germany
, is also
importing Russian crude and it
cannot afford to follow sanc-
tions. That is why India asked
these countries not to politicise
energy-starved India’s “legiti-
mate energy transaction”. India
has also told these nations not to
“advocate restrictive trading”.
I
ndians have
learnt to be a little
happier than last
year. This is what
the new global
happiness index tells us. Out
of 146 countries India’s rank
is 136 and is sandwiched be-
tween Sierra Leone and Bu-
rundi. It has done better than
the 139th place last year. The
World Happiness Report pre-
pared by the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Net-
work named Finland as the
happiest country for the fifth
time. Afghanistan was at the
bottom of the index and one
can imagine why. The coun-
tries are ranked on the basis
of how happy “their citizens
perceive themselves to be”.
The surprising finding has
been about Pakistan which
was ranked way above India
at the 105th place. Even in the
latest report, although its
ranking has slipped to the
121st rank, people in the
neighbouring country are
happier than us.
So what is it that makes
Finns a happy lot? The coun-
try’s welfare system, free edu-
cation of high quality, free
healthcare,awell-functioning
society and personal freedom
were some of the reasons
given by Finns for their hap-
piness. Clean nature was also
a factor. In the case of Den-
mark, which is ranked num-
ber two, people were happy
because of “reliable and ex-
tensive welfare benefits, low
corruption, well-functioning
democracy and state institu-
tions and low population”.
Somehow, Indians find
their democratic institu-
tions politically compro-
mised and biased. Despite
sustained efforts the health-
care system still creaks. Sys-
temic corruption, environ-
mental pollution, women’s
safety, water safety, food se-
curity and the pro-rich bias
in the administrative and
judicial system are also to
blame for the “chronic un-
happiness of Indians”.
WE THE UNHAPPY
PEOPLE OF INDIA
Out of 146 countries India’s rank is 136 and is
sandwiched between Sierra Leone and Burundi. It has
done better than the 139th place last year. The World
Happiness Report prepared by the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network named Finland as the happiest country for the
fifth time. Afghanistan was at the bottom of the index and one
can imagine why. The countries are ranked on the basis of how
happy “their citizens perceive themselves to be”
I
he prospects of an early peace
or cessation of hostilities in
the Eastern Europe are elu-
sive. The nearly month-long
ongoing Russian-Ukrainian
war has been baffling the
world leaders as well as schol-
ars of strategic affairs. How-
ever, there is a unanimity that
even if a ceasefire is agreed
upon, the era of the 77-year
old peace in Europe since the
conclusion of the World War-
II in 1945 has ended.
Earlier, the world had wit-
nessed an intense cold war
period between the US-led
westernpowersandtheUSSR-
led Communist bloc during
the second half of the 20th.
Century
. It had ended follow-
ing the fragmentation of the
USSR in 1990, but the Anglo-
American obsession against
Russia continues to haunt
America and Britain. Instead
of winding up the NATO, the
defence alliance was being ex-
pandedtoencircleRussia.Itis
also quite baffling for the
Ukrainian scholars, why Rus-
sia havingclosedcultural,lin-
guistic and family bonding
with their country has resort-
ed to the aggression.
UKRAINE: A
LABORATORY FOR
WEAPONS
The most of the technologies
of the 21st century are actu-
ally spin off of the laborato-
ries, where lethal weapons
and communications systems
were being researched. The
internet and the mobile
phones were the outcome of
these researches, which later
scriptedthetechnology-based
economies.If theUSAisruled
by the industrial-military
complex, Russia too is keen to
develop new missile systems
weaponsforretainingitsmar-
ket-share in the trillion dollar
weapon markets across the
globe. The countries of Asia,
Africa and South America
have been the fragile areas for
sowing conflicts, and thus
keep testing and developing
new weapons. The two Gulf
Wars in the Middle East and
Afghanistan have been quite
rewarding for the western
powers. It is estimated that
mostof thetrillion-dollarcost
of Afghan war was actually
siphoned off to the major
playersof theAmericanecon-
omy
. These war theatres also
served as the experimental
grounds for testing new weap-
on-based technologies.
Anotherfeatureof theseun-
necessary conflicts is that the
major powers could sow seeds
of dissensions through their
proxies and deep state. The
presence of mercenary sol-
diers on both sides of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict reveals
that no early resolution of the
conflict is possible. Both sides
arerecruitingprivatesoldiers
liberally funded by the west-
ern powers. It is reportedly
,
that these mercenaries are be-
ing paid USD 2000 (Rs. 1.40
lakhs) per day
. If Russia has
the WagnerGroup,reportedly
engaged to assassinate the
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy
, American
companies too with their vast
experience in recruiting mer-
cenaries too are in the fray
.
Interestingly, both sides
have recruited the Chechen
jihadists in this ongoing con-
flict. Russia has deployed
Ramzan Kadyrov ‘s fighters
for occupying an airfield in
the north of Kyiv, another
group of Chechens has ar-
rived to support the Ukraini-
an government. The two
Chechen volunteers known
as the Sheikh Mansur and the
Dzhokhar Dudayev battal-
ions have been fighting
against Russian-backed sepa-
ratists and regular Russian
forces in the Donbas since
2014. Earlier, on February 27,
Adam Osmayev, the com-
mander of the Dzhokhar Du-
dayev Battalion, had vowed to
help Ukraine to win. He an-
nounced in a video message
that ‘I want to tell Ukrainians
that real Chechens, today
, are
defendingUkraine’,Osmayev
said. ‘We have fought, and
will continue to fight for
Ukraine until the very end.
There are reports that the
American-based private com-
panies recruiting and train-
ing mercenaries have already
arrived in the war zone. They
gather intelligence informa-
tion, provide security to the
rich and powerful and also
supply mercenaries across
the globe. It is estimated that
their business would reach to
USD 475 million by 2030.
These companies having
headquarters in the USA, the
U.K. and South Africa such as
the Silent Professionals, Mo-
saic, Sandline International
andExecutiveOutcomeshave
become major players in the
conflict. It may be recalled
that the Executive Outcomes
had been active during the
1990s on behalf of Angola and
Sierra Leone. The Mosaic, a
US-based intelligence com-
pany has already been func-
tioning in Ukraine since 2014.
It is known as one of the fin-
est outfits in gathering intel-
ligence and also ensures secu-
rity to the rich and powerful.
Earlier,theprivatemilitary
outfit, Blackwater, had played
akey-roleduringthecivilwar
in Yugoslavia. It collects intel-
ligenceinformationandhelps
in the evacuation of the civil-
ians. Earlier, it had helped
Bosnian Muslims and had
recruited soldiers in the
strife-torn country
.
Amidst these develop-
ments,PrimeMinisterNaren-
dra Modi has reiterated the
Indian stand of keeping her
neutrality in this complex. He
recently told the Japanese
Prime Minister, Fumio Kishi-
da,whohadvisitedNewDelhi
that “there is no other choice
but the path of dialogue and
diplomacy for the resolution
of the conflict”. It was also
communicated to the Austral-
ianPrimeMinisterScottMor-
ison during his virtual sum-
mitwithModiheldduringthe
third week of March.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
UKRAINIAN CONFLICT: A TESTING GROUND FOR NEW WEAPONS
THE EUROPEAN WAR IS NOW A
CONFLICT BETWEEN RUSSIA AND
THE ANGLO-AMERICAN ALLIANCE
T
GOPAL MISRA
The writer is accredited as a journalist
of long and distinguished service with
the Press Information Bureau of the
Information and Broadcasting Ministry
There are reports that the
American-based private
companies recruiting and
training mercenaries have
already arrived in the war
zone. They gather
intelligence information,
provide security to the rich
and powerful and also
supply mercenaries across
the globe. It is estimated
that their business would
reach to USD 475 million
by 2030. These companies
having headquarters in the
USA, the U.K. and South
Africa such as the Silent
Professionals, Mosaic,
Sandline International and
Executive Outcomes have
become major players in the
conflict. It may be recalled
that the Executive Outcomes
had been active during the
1990s on behalf of Angola
and Sierra Leone. The
Mosaic, a US-based
intelligence company has
already been functioning in
Ukraine since 2014. It is
known as one of the finest
outfits in gathering
intelligence and also
ensures security to the rich
and powerful
Earlier, the world had witnessed an intense cold war period
between the US-led western powers and the USSR-led
Communist bloc during the second half of the 20th. Century. It
had ended following the fragmentation of the USSR in 1990, but
the Anglo-American obsession against Russia continues
to haunt America and Britain. Instead of winding up the
NATO, the defence alliance was being expanded to encircle
Russia. It is also quite baffling for the Ukrainian scholars,
why Russia having closed cultural, linguistic and family
bonding with their country has resorted to the aggression
Promoted by
DC Agarwala And Co. Pvt. Ltd.
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“LIKE THE GUARDIAN OF A FAMILY”
PM meet MPs of Bihar,
J’khand over breakfast
New Delhi (ANI):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday
met Bharatiya Janata
Party MPs from Bihar
and Jharkhand over
breakfast.
More than 24 MPs, in-
cluding BJP president
JP Nadda, Bihar BJP
President Sanjay Jaisw-
al, Union Ministers
Giriraj Singh, RK Sin-
gh, Union Minister of
State Annapurna Devi,
Nishikant Dubey, were
present at the meeting.
Speaking to media,
after the meeting, Bihar
MP Pradeep Singh, said
that PM Modi spoke
about the impact of the
party’s recent victory
in four states.
“Prime Minister
meets us like the guard-
ian of a family
. He is the
first Prime Minister
who meets his MPs fre-
quently,” he said.
Singh also informed
that PM Modi is calling
on MPs of all states one
by one.
“The meeting was to
generally take stock. We
had breakfast there and
clicked a group photo,”
the Bihar MP said.
He further said that
PM Modi also asked
the MPs about the lat-
est updates.
PM MODI LAUDS GOODS EXPORT WORTH
$400 BN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday lauded the farmers, weavers, MSMEs,
manufacturers, exporters as India has achieved the
ambitious target of $400 billion of goods exports
nine days ahead of schedule. In a tweet, Prime Minis-
ter Modi said, “India set an ambitious target of $400
Billion of goods exports amp; achieves this target
for the first time ever. I congratulate our farmers,
weavers, MSMEs, manufacturers, exporters for this
success. This is a key milestone in our Aatmanirbhar
Bharat journey. #LocalGoesGlobal.”
This sacrifice is
necessary: Akhilesh
on quitting as MP
Lucknow (PTI): A day
after he resigned from
the Lok Sabha to stay as
anMLA,SamajwadiPar-
ty chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav said the “sacrifice”
was necessary to carry
out the struggle against
inflation,unemployment
and social injustice.
Akhilesh Yadav was
elected to the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly from
Karhal in the just-con-
cluded elections.
Before getting elected
to the House, he repre-
sented Azamgarh as an
MP in the Lok Sabha.
Taking to Twitter on
Wednesday, Mr Yadav
said, “Crores of people
of UP have given us a
moral victory in the As-
sembly polls. To honour
this, I will represent
Karhal and always re-
main committed to the
progress of Azamgarh.”
“This sacrifice is nec-
essary for the struggle
against inflation, unem-
ployment and social in-
justice,” he added in his
Hindi tweet.
Meanwhile, specula-
tions are rife that he
may take the responsi-
bility of the leader of
the opposition in the
state Assembly
.
Thepartyhasalready
called a meeting of new-
ly elected MLAs and
MLCs on March 26, a
day after the swearing-
in ceremony of the new
Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment.
By quitting as a Lok
Sabha member, Mr Ya-
dav has sent out a signal
that his focus is now on
the state politics after
his party suffered a de-
feat against the BJP in
the Assembly polls, but
emerged as the princi-
pal challenger.
Senior Samajwadi
Party leader and Ram-
pur MP Azam Khan,
who like Mr Yadav won
in the Assembly polls,
has also resigned from
the Lok Sabha. Mr
Khan is currently in jail
on criminal charges.
‘Will quit politics
if BJP wins in
early MCD polls’
New Delhi: Delhi
Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to-
day attacked the BJP
over the “postpone-
ment” of municipal
elections, saying that
AAPwillquitpolitics
if BJP gets these
pollsconductedtime-
ly and wins them.
His remarks came
after the Union Cab-
inet on Tuesday ap-
proved a bill to unify
the three civic bod-
ies in Delhi.
“We (the AAP) will
leave politics if BJP
gets the MCD polls
held (timely) and
winsthem,”Kejriwal
toldreportersoutside
the Delhi Assembly
.
Marriage not license to unleash brutal
beast: Madras HC on Marital rape
New Delhi (PTI): Mar-
riageisnolicenseto“un-
leashabrutalbeast”,the
Karnataka High Court
saidtoday
,inalandmark
order that allowed fram-
ing of rape charges
against a husband ac-
cused of forcing his wife
to be a “sex slave”.
“The institution of
marriage does not con-
fer, cannot confer and in
my considered view,
should not be construed
to confer, any special
male privilege or a li-
cense for unleashing of
a brutal beast. If it is
punishable to a man, it
should be punishable to
amanalbeit,themanbe-
ingahusband,”theHigh
Court order said.
“
A brutal act of sexual
assault on the wife,
against her consent, al-
beitbythehusband,can-
not but be termed to be a
rape.Suchsexualassault
by a husband on his wife
will have grave conse-
quences on the mental
sheet of the wife, it has
both psychological and
physiological impact on
her. Such acts of hus-
bands scar the soul of
thewives.Itis,therefore,
imperative for the law
makers to now “hear the
voices of silence,” the
order stated.
The High Court said
the “age-old thought and
tradition that husbands
are the rulers of their
wives, their body
, mind
and soul should be ef-
faced”. It was only on
that“archaic,regressive
and preconceived no-
tion” that such cases are
mushrooming in the na-
tion, said the order.
Marital rape is not a
criminaloffenceinIndia
despite years of cam-
paign.
The Court said it was
not talking about wheth-
ermaritalrapeshouldbe
recognizedasanoffence.
It was for the legislature
to consider it. “This
court is concerned only
with the charge of rape
being framed upon the
husband alleging rape
on his wife.”
Aircel Maxis:
PC, son Karti
get regular bail
New Delhi: A Delhi
Court on Wednesday
granted regular bail to
former un-
ion minis-
ter P Chid-
ambaram
and his son
Karti in
corruption and money
laundering cases filed
by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) re-
spectively in relation to
the Aircel-Maxis deal.
The court, which had
earlier granted antici-
patory bail to both the
accused in the matter,
accepted the bail bonds
of `1 lakh each in both
the cases and granted
regular bail.
Soldier kills
himself at LoC
post in JK’s Uri
Srinagar (ANI): An
army man shot himself
dead with his service ri-
fle in Uri tehsil of north
Kashmir’s Baramulla
district on Wednesday,
reports said.
Quotingofficialsourc-
es, news agency GNS
reported that Vikram
Kumar Yadav (22) of
Unit 21 Kumaon shot
himself at Mike post in
UrisectoralongtheLine
of Control (LoC).
He was shifted to Bri-
gade hospital Uri and
later referred to SDH
Uri for legal formali-
ties, they said.
Confirming the inci-
dent, a police official
told GNS that a case
has been registered in
this regard.
THE KASHMIR FILES
MP IAS officer gets
notice over tweets
Bhopal (Agencies):
The Madhya Pradesh
government will issue a
notice to IAS officer Ni-
yaz Khan, who had post-
ed controversial tweets
on the recently released
movie “The Kashmir
Files”, state Home Min-
ister Narottam Mishra
said on Wednesday
.
In one of the tweets,
Khan, who is deputy sec-
retary with the MP Pub-
lic Works Department,
hadlastweekurgedmak-
ers of “The Kashmir
Files”toalsomakeafilm
on the “killings of large
number of Muslims
across several states” in
India, and said members
of this minority commu-
nity are “not insects, but
citizens of the country”.
Talking to reporters
here on Wednesday
,
Mishra said, “I have seen
Khan’s tweets. This is a
serious issue, we will is-
sueashow-causenoticeto
him and seek his reply
.”
Economic meltdown:
Lankans flee to India
New Delhi (PTI): With
Sri Lanka staring at an
unprecedented econom-
iccrisis,therefugeeflow
to Tamil Nadu has com-
menced after 16 Sri Lan-
kan nationals reached
the shores of the state.
On Tuesday, the refu-
gees arrived in Tamil
Nadu in two batches.
While six people, in-
cluding a family of a
man, wife and their 4
month-old son and a
woman and her six and
twelve year old children
arrived on Tuesday af-
ternoon, the rest ar-
rived late at night.
In Sri Lanka there is
a high financial crisis
with prices of essential
commodities, including
milk and rice skyrock-
eting, petrol and diesel
not available and power
stations shut. Schools
are not holding exami-
nations due to lack of
paper for printing.
RJD leader Lalu
re-admitted to
AIIMS, New Delhi
New Delhi (Agencies):
Bihar politician Lalu
Yadav remains in Del-
hi’s AIIMS hospital
even though he was
“discharged” at 3 am on
Tuesday after being de-
clared “fit”.
The 73-year-old Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader “will remain un-
der observation for cer-
tain tests”, said sources
quoted by media.
Lalu Yadav reported-
ly went to the hospital
last night and went
straight to the Emer-
gency ward.
Mizoram reports
cases of African
Swine Fever
Aizawl (Agencies):
The highly contagious
African Swine Fever
(ASF), which created
havoc in Mizoram last
year, by killing over
33,000 pigs, has reap-
peared in a few dis-
tricts of the bordering
state. Fresh pig deaths
due to ASF were re-
ported in some villag-
es of Champhai and
other districts recent-
ly, media reported cit-
ing officials of the
Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary De-
partment.
❍ RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE
Cong leader moves HC
against Nalini’s bail plea
Chennai (PTI): A day
after Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination life convict
Nalini Sriharan moved
the Madras high court
seeking bail, a district
president of the Con-
gress moved the court
on Wednesday opposing
the same.
Nalini was not only
involved in the assassi-
nation of former prime
minister of the country
but involved in conspir-
acy that had direct bear-
ing on the sovereignty,
security and political
independence of India,
MA Muthalagan, South
Chennai district presi-
dent of the party, stated
in his petition. Muth-
alagan stated that bail
would send a wrong
signal to the society.
Life convict Nalini Sriharan
Sunil Jakhar fumes amid Sonia-G23 talks
Chandigarh (PTI):
With Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi
meeting leaders of the
G-23 grouping to resolve
internal party issues,
formerPunjabCongress
chief Sunil Jakhar on
Wednesday said “in-
dulging the dissenters
too much” will encour-
age more dissent.
“Indulging the dis-
senters - ‘too much’ -
will not only under-
mine the authority but
also encourage more
dissent while discour-
aging the cadre at the
same time,” he tweeted.
He also posted his
tweet in Hindi, saying,
“Jhukh Kar Salaam
KarneMeinKyaHarjHai
Magar, Sar Itna Mat Jhu-
kao Ki Dastar Gir Pade”.
Jakhar also posted
some newspaper clip-
pings of Gandhi’s meet-
ing with the G-23 lead-
ers along with the tweet.
Days after meeting
GhulamNabiAzad,Gan-
dhi had on Tuesday met
somemoreleadersof the
G-23 grouping, including
AnandSharmaandMan-
ish Tewari, at her resi-
dence in Delhi and held
discussions on resolving
theinternalpartyissues.
The Congress presi-
dent is likely to meet
more leaders of the
group in the coming
days. Tuesday’s interac-
tion was part of the se-
ries of meetings that the
Congress top leadership
is having with some of
the leaders who have
raised critical organisa-
tional issues and have
suggested measures to
revamp the party
.
These meetings are
being held amidst indi-
cations that some of the
G-23 leaders may be ac-
commodated in the Con-
gress Working Commit-
tee or a new body like
the Parliamentary
Board, which will be re-
sponsible for all policy
decisions, including fi-
nalising chief ministe-
rial candidates and tie-
ups with like-minded
parties in states.
Indulging dissenters
too much will
encourage more
dissent, says former
Punjab Cong chief
Former Punjab Congress chief Sunil Jakhar.
RE-EXAMINATION WILL HAVE
CASCADING EFFECTS: UPSC
New Delhi (ANI): The
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC),
while opposing the plea
seekingextraattemptfor
candidateswhocouldnot
appear in the Civil Ser-
vicesMainsexam,saidif
theCommissionmakesa
provisionforre-examina-
tion,thenitwillhavecas-
cading effects on the
schedules of other ongo-
ing examinations as well
as other exams to follow.
UPSC also submitted
that accommodating
suchrequestswillleadto
achaoticsituationwhere
no examination can be
completed on schedule.
In an affidavit filed in
the Supreme Court, the
UPSC has opposed the
plea seeking extra at-
tempt and said that the
petitioniswithoutmerit.
UPSC also said that
DoPT is also a stake-
holder in the process of
conduct of civil services
exam and consequently
,
the views and stand of
the DoPT also may be
considered in the inter-
est of justice, on the is-
sues raised in the peti-
tion.
UPSC, in its af-
fidavit also ap-
prised the
Court that the
existing age
range for ad-
mission to the
Civil Services Examina-
tionis21to32yearswith
relaxations for certain
categoriesof candidates
and the permissible
number of attempts is
also six with relaxations
for certain categories
of candidates.
“Thus, the exist-
ing rules pro-
vide for fair
opportunities
to the aspir-
ants to make
an attempt at
this examination to se-
cure a placement in case
oneattemptislostdueto
someexigencies,“UPSC
submitted.
UPSC also apprised
the Court that it is im-
perative that the Com-
missionfollowsitssched-
ules of Examinations
which are prepared well
in advance in order to
perform its constitution-
al obligations to supply
manpowertotheGovern-
ment in a timely manner
tofillthevacanciesinthe
crucial positions.
“This will entail com-
plete derailment of the
schedule of post-exami-
nation activities of a
particular examination
but will also have cas-
cading effects on the
schedules of other on-
going examinations as
well as other exams to
follow, “ UPSC said.
UPSC OPPOSES EXTRA ATTEMPT PLEA IN TOP COURT
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Srinagar (Agencies):
Jammu and Kashmir
chief secretary AK Me-
hta inaugurated the Tu-
lip Garden in JK’s Sri-
nagar on Wednesday
saying that Kashmir
has recorded the high-
est ever footfall of tour-
ists during the last six
months.
After inaugurating
the Tulip festival at
Asia’s largest Tulip gar-
den which is situated on
the banks of the Dal
Lake with the Zabar-
wan mountain range in
its background in Sri-
nagar, the chief secre-
tary told the mediaper-
sons that in the month
of March so far, Kash-
mir has recorded the
highest ever tourist
footfall and in the last
six months the number
of tourists visiting
Kashmir remained an
all-time high.
The famous Tulip
garden was also thrown
open for the general
public on Wednesday
.
Mehta said the figure
is the highest ever so far
compared to any season
whether Covid or be-
fore, adding that the
government is expect-
ing further increase in
the tourist footfall dur-
ing the coming months.
He said 15 lakh tulips
of 68 varieties will
bloom in the garden
this season. A large
number of tourists and
locals thronged the gar-
den on the first day
where a series of musi-
cal and cultural events
were being organised to
amuse the visitors.
New Delhi (ANI): In
view of the continuous
dip in coronavirus cas-
es, the Home Ministry
has decided to end all
COVID-19 containment
measures from March
31, two years after their
implementation follow-
ing the outbreak of the
pandemic.
However, wearing of
face mask and main-
taining social distanc-
ing norms will continue
as earlier.
The Central govern-
ment had on March 24,
2020 issued for the first
time orders and guide-
lines under the Disaster
Management Act, (DM
Act) 2005 for the con-
tainment of COVID-19
in the country and these
have been modified on
various occasions.
Inacommunicationto
the chief secretaries of
all states, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla
said that over the last 24
months, significant ca-
pacities have been devel-
oped for various aspects
of management of the
pandemic, such as diag-
nostics, surveillance,
contact tracing, treat-
ment, vaccination, hos-
pital infrastructure.
Also, the general pub-
lic now has much high-
er level of awareness on
the COVID-appropriate
behavior, he said.
Washington (PTI): In-
dia is an essential part-
ner for the US in the
QUAD in realising the
shared vision of a free
and open Indo-Pacific
region, a top Biden ad-
ministration official
has said.
India, the US and sev-
eral other world powers
have been talking about
the need to ensure a
free, open and thriving
Indo-Pacific in the back-
drop of China’s rising
military manoeuvring
in the region.
China claims nearly
all of the disputed South
China Sea, though Tai-
wan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam all claim parts
of it. Beijing has built
artificial islands and
military installations in
the South China Sea.
“This is a bilateral re-
lationship that has deep-
ened in a number of
ways over the past 25
yearsorso.Thishasalso
happened on a biparti-
san basis,” State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters at
his daily news confer-
ence on Tuesday
.
“It is a legacy in large
part of the George W
.
Bush administration,
where we have seen this
bilateralrelationshipbe-
tween the United States
and India evolve and
changeforthebetterand
deepen in a number of
ways, including in our
defence and security re-
lationship,” he said.
“So, the fact is that
we are a partner of In-
dia now. We are a part-
ner of India when it
comes to shared inter-
ests when it comes to
the values we share in a
free and open Indo-Pa-
cific. And we’ve invest-
ed in that relationship
in terms of our defence
and security
. So histori-
cal relationships not-
withstanding, we are a
partner of choice for
India now, as are many
of our partners and al-
lies around the world,”
Price said in response
to a question.
Hyderabad (Agencies):
As many as 11 Bihar na-
tive migrant workers
working in a scrap go-
down at Bhoiguda in Se-
cunderabad were
charredtodeathasama-
jor fire engulfed the go-
downintheweehoursof
Wednesday
. Another
worker named Prem es-
capedintheincidentand
is being treated at Gan-
dhi Hospital.
DCP (Central Zone) M
RajeshChandrasaidthat
they have recovered 11
bodies in a charred and
beyond recognition con-
dition and a search is on
for the other workers.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao ex-
pressed grief over the
incidentandannounced
an ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh
to the families of each
of the deceased.
It was found that
these workers are work-
ing as the scrap godown
which is located in a
G+1 structure. While
the godown is located on
the ground floor, the
workers reside in the
firstfloor,towhichthere
is an entrance through
the godown itself.
Around 4 am on
Wednesday
, fire broke
outinthegodown.Asthe
godown was filled with
scrap material, it spread
quickly and then spread
tothegroundfloorwhere
the workers were sleep-
ing. Police suspect that
asthereisnootherentry
or exit to the first floor,
theworkersweretrapped
inthefireandcouldhave
been burnt alive.
While fire tenders
are fighting to douse
the fire, police have be-
gun a probe to ascer-
tain the cause of the
fire. As the godown is
located in the residen-
tial area, fire tenders
have controlled it from
spreading to other
buildings. As many as
eight fire tenders are in
action at the spot.
New Delhi (PTI): The
tenure of Dr Randeep
Guleria as the director
of the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS) here has
been extended by three
months, according to
an office memorandum
issued by the premier
hospital.
Guleria’s current
term is scheduled to
end on Thursday
(March 24).
He was appointed as
the director of AIIMS,
New Delhi for a term
of five years on March
28, 2017.
“He will complete his
tenure on 24.03.2022.
President, AIIMS is
pleased to extend his
tenure w.e.f. March 25,
2022 by three months or
by the time new direc-
tor is appointed, which-
ever is earlier,” the of-
fice memorandum is-
sued by the hospital on
Tuesday said.
Other terms and
conditions of Guleria’s
appointment would be
in accordance with the
rules of the institute,
it added.
The four-member
search-cum-selection
committee held a meet-
ing on Tuesday
.
New Delhi (ANI): Con-
gress president Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday,
23 March, urged the
central government to
reinstate the mid-day
meal scheme in schools,
which was halted due to
the COVID-19 outbreak.
Making a mention of
the same during the
Zero Hour in Parlia-
ment, Gandhi asked the
Centre to make hot and
cooked food available
for children under three
years, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers
as well. Children are the
country’s future, and
they suffered the most
during the COVID-19
pandemic since schools
were amongst the first
to shut down and last to
reopen, she said.
Sheaddedthataccord-
ing to the National Fam-
ily Health Survey 2019-
21, the percentage of
underweight and mal-
nourished children who
were under five years of
age had increased in
comparison to the per-
centage in 2015-16.
Asia’s largest Tulip Garden opens in Srinagar
IN THE PARADISE

15 lakh tulips of
68 varieties will
bloom in the
garden. The
Garden has
played an
essential role in
boosting
tourism in
Kashmir
COVIDCURBS END ONMAR31,
EXCEPT MASKS, DISTANCING
Daily positivity rate has declined to
0.28%: Union Home Secy Bhalla
Positivity rate declines to 0.28%,
181.56 crore doses administered
Gardeners check flowers at the opening of the Tulip garden, in
Srinagar. —PHOTO BY PTI
A view of the car that was found in completely burnt state. Dr Randeep Guleria
STATE PROCURED CORONAVIRUS TESTING KITS 1.5
MONTHS AFTER CENTRE'S NOTICE, ADMITS GOVT
IN RAJYA SABHA
Gandhinagar: The Gujarat government on Wednesday admitted in the state
Assembly that it waited for more than one-and-a-half-months to buy Cov-
id-19 essential kits after the Centre’s February 20, 2020 notification regard-
ing it. Health Minister Rishikesh Patel said that the state government first
issued a notification regarding the pandemic on April 7, 2020, and tenders to
purchase RT-PCR kits were floated on April 17, 2020, onwards.
MODERNA
SAYS INFANT
VACCINE TRIAL
SUCCESSFUL
Washington: US
biotech firm Mod-
erna on Wednesday
said it was pursuing
regulatory approval
for its Covid vaccine
in children aged six
months to six years
after the two-shot
regimen was found
to be safe and pro-
duced a strong im-
mune response. The
results “are good
news for parents of
kids under six years
of age,” said CEO
Stephane Bancel.
India an essential partner
for US in QUAD: Official
I
I
I
FORMATION OF QUAD
11 migrant workers from Bihar
charred to death in fire accident
Randeep Guleria gets 3-mth
extension as AIIMS director
SEARCH ON
FOR NEW AIIMS
DIRECTOR
Thirty-two can-
didates are in
contention for the
post of director of
AIIMS, New Delhi.
Of the 32, there are
12 doctors of the
hospital who have
applied for the post.
Restart mid-day meals in schools: Sonia Gandhi
Muslim
vendors
banned at
K’taka fair
Bengaluru: The
traditional fair at
the Hosa Margudi
temple in Udupi
along Karnata-
ka’s coast has
never discrimi-
nated between
who sets up stalls
— Hindu or Mus-
lim. Every year,
more than 100
Muslim vendors
set up stalls along-
side Hindu stall
owners. But this
time, the Muslim
vendors have
been banned.
The state gov-
ernment has
promised action
after the incident.
“We went and
met the temple
committee mem-
bers,”saidMoham-
mad Arif, General
Secretary of the
Street Vendors As-
sociation in Udupi.
“But they told us
that they would
auction the slots
only for Hindus.
We had to agree.
They for sure are
under pressure,”
he added.
SC DEMANDS ACTION REPORT IN BIHAR
CARE HOME SEX ASSAULT CASE
New Delhi: The Supreme Court Wednesday directed
the Bihar government to file an action taken report
in connection with Muzaf-
farpur shelter home sexual
assault case. A bench
comprising Chief Justice
NV Ramana and Justice
Krishna Murari noted that
investigation is complete in
the matter and 19 persons
have been convicted.The
bench said, “The petitioner
has sought a direction regarding probe into the
shelter homes. CBI has also filed an application
regarding repatriation of officers to the parent cadre.
Investigation was done by CBI regarding one shelter
home and then against others too.”
IN THE COURTYARD
Chennai: Madras University is planning to
provide one free seat to transgenders in each
college affiliated with
it for Under Gradu-
ate course. This is to
promote education of
transgenders. This will
come into effect from
academic year 2022-
23. The university is
already providing two free seats in each college
affiliated to it for poor students who are socially
and economically backward. During the 2021-
22 academic year, the university had allocated a
supernumerary seat in college for postgraduate
programme to transgenders but no one joined.
MU PLANS ONE FREE SEAT IN EACH
COLLEGE FOR TRANSGENDERS
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Dubai: Union Jal
Shkati Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat
on Wednesday said
that India is looking
for technology transfer
from the UAE and oth-
er countries present at
Expo-2020 Dubai for
sustainable water
management at Expo.
Shekhawat is in
Dubai to participate in
the Water Week at
Expo and showcase In-
dia’s vision and com-
mitment for sustaina-
ble water management
and explore global in-
vestment opportuni-
ties in the sector.
Speaking to Gulf News
in an interview, Shek-
hawat said Expo of-
fered an ideal platform
for India to learn from
various countries
about the best practic-
es in sustainable water
management.
India looking for tech transfer
at Dubai Expo: GS Shekhawat
Apt Media Solutions Pvt. Ltd.
is a 360 degree Media 
Communication Services Platform.
Established in 2008
Apt Media has made Award Winning
Documentaries, Radio and TV Shows, Audio Jingles 
Video Spots, launched Digital Platforms
 has worked with International Organisations,
Ministries of Govt of India  State Governments,
National  Regional TV channels  NEWS Agencies.
APT Media
Your one stop solution
for all your Media 
Communication Requirements
Regd off: B- 21, Ground Floor, Gulmohar Park, New Delhi- 110049
Jaipur Off: B-41, Ganesh Marg, Bapu Nagar, Jaipur- 302015
Contact Us - +91 9024 791276, 0141-2703000 Email: sunil_diwan@yahoo.com
LESS MEMBERSHIP IN CONGRESS
DIGITAL DRIVE, DOTASRA MIFFED
He slammed ministers, MLAs as only 2 lakh members added against target of 50 lakh
Yogesh Sharma 
Jaipur: Rajasthan Con-
gress President Govind
Singh Dotasra has
slammed the ministers
and MLAs for low mem-
bership and over the
slow progress of the
Congress Digital Mem-
bership Campaign,
which has been going
on for the past several
months. The state Con-
gress president said
that the digital member-
ship campaign is not
getting the response as
expected. “One of the
reasons for this is that
the minister-MLAs are
not getting the support.
Although he also said
that the minister-MLAs
are not able to join the
campaign due to being
busy in the ongoing as-
sembly. PCC Chief,
while interacting with
the media during the re-
view meeting of the
Congress membership
campaign at the State
Congress Headquar-
ters, said that the party
is getting a better re-
sponse in offline mem-
bership than the digital
membership campaign.
“A mark of only two lakh
has been crossed in on-
line membership. We
have also asked to rectify
the technical flaws. It is
the responsibility of all
of us to fulfill the target
of 50 lakhs given to Ra-
jasthan through digital
membership and offline
membership,” he said.
Mahagathbandhanto contest polls in Raj
First India Bureau
Ajmer: The Samajik
Loktantrik Mahagath-
bandhanhasannounced
to contest next Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Rajasthan.
A joint press conference
of the Samajik Lok-
tantrik Mahagathband-
han was organised in
Ajmer where it claimed
to fight as a third front
in the state.
Mahagathbandhan
formed with a coalition
of four parties - Indian
Tribal Party, Social
Democratic Party of In-
dia, Ambedkar Rights
of India and Rajasthan
Democratic Front.
Mahagathbandhan will
contest in the 2023 As-
sembly and 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. It will
bring out the lies of BJP
and Congress in front of
the public. Mahagath-
bandhan accused BJP
and Congress of dis-
crimination against
Muslims. An atmos-
phere of hatred is being
created by using
the movie The Kashmir
Files.
Dr. VR Godhara, Dr. Dashrath S Hingonia  Gajendra Singh Heida.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: In a joint oper-
ation, the Special Op-
erations Group (SOG)
and the Subhash Nagar
police busted a major
fake currency notes
racket and arrested
three members of the
gang here on Wednes-
day
. The cops also seized
fake notes of Rs 3,25,400
of 100 and 200 denomi-
nation from their pos-
session. ASP Jyeshta
Matreyi informed that
on tip-off that some peo-
ple requisitioned fake
currency notes from
Noida and are spending
them in Bhilwara. The
SOG and the city cops
formed a special team
and nabbed Govind
Mali of Sanjay Colony,
Shankar Singh Rajput
of Upreda (Baneda) and
Om Prakash Kumawat
of Naya Kheda (Royla).
Fake currency
racket busted,
3 arrested
NEWS DIGEST
BHAJAN LAL’S CAR
TYRE BURSTS,
MINISTER UNHURT
Bharatpur: Public
Works Minister Bhajan
Lal Jatav had a narrow
escape when the tyre
of his car burst near
Kherli Mod Chauki
here on Wednesday.
Sources said that the
Minister Bhajan Lal’s
car tyre burst due to
high temperature. The
minister, however,
escaped unhurt. Jatav
later boarded another
vehicle to proceed on
his scheduled tour.
YOUTH DIES, 2 OTHERS
INJURED IN GROUP
CLASH IN BARAN
Baran(PTI): A youth
was killed and two
others were injured
when a group of men
allegedly attacked
them during a religious
programme in Baran
district on Wednesday,
police said.A scuffle
broke out between
two groups early on
Wednesday during a
Qawwali programme
held on the occasion
of a three-day urs in
Jalwara village.
BJP MLA SARAF, WORKERS RAISE SLOGANS
DURING SCREENING OF THE KASHMIR FILES
Jaipur: About 1200 BJP workers of Malviya Nagar
Legislative Assembly, led by MLA Kalicharan Saraf,
watched The Kashmir Files
movie in Rajmandir Cinema.
Saraf paid tribute by garland-
ing the pictures of Bhagat
Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru
on the martyrdom day. All the workers raised slogans
of Bharat Mata Ki Jai and Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and
Rajguru Amar Rahe, due to which the whole atmos-
phere became patriotic.
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat inaugurating India Pavillion at Expo-2020 in Dubai on Wednesday.
NON-REVENUE WATER MANAGEMENT
COURT ISSUES NOTICE TO YOGI
Navin Sharma
Jaipur: Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau DG
BL Soni on Wednes-
day chaired a VC at
ACB headquarters
wherein ADG Dinesh
MN was also present
to review the perfor-
mance of ACB out-
posts. For this pur-
pose, the outpost in-
charge of ACB were
connected with the
VC along with offic-
ers at ACB Head-
quarters.
Interestingly, it
came to light in the
review that Bharat-
pur and Sri Ganga-
nagar units have
lagged behind in
cracking down on
corruption as there
have not been even a
single trap by the dis-
trict officials in these
districts from Janu-
ary 1 to March 15. In
fact, DG BL Soni was
also surprised to
hear about the re-
cord and asked the
units to improve.
ACB review:
Bharatpur,
Sgnr units
lag in traps
Shiv Prakash Purohit
Jodhpur: In a special
operation being run by
the Jodhpur Commis-
sionerate Police, the po-
lice have succeeded in
recovering 314 mobile
phones that were lost or
stolen. Around 1,000
complaints of mobile
theft or loss were regis-
tered with the police.
During drive, these
mobiles were recovered
by searching the loca-
tion of the stolen mo-
biles with the help of
cyber team. Deputy
Commissioner of Po-
lice West Vandita Rana
said a large number of
cases of mobile thefts
have been registered.
Jodhpur police
recovers 314
stolen phones
Relief to Raj govt: HC rejects
both pleas in REET-2018 case
First India Bureau
Jodhpur: In an impor-
tant verdict providing
major relief to the state
government, the Ra-
jasthan High Court on
Wednesday rejected
both the petitions filed
with regard to the res-
ervation policy adopted
for the REET exam held
in 2018. Petitioners Ram
Niwas and Rakesh
Godara had pleaded
that there were flaws in
the list of successful
candidates as well as no
post has been kept aside
for reserved categories.
SC okays upgrading
Panchayat to
municipality
In a respite to Raj gov-
ernment, SC overruled
a HC verdict and held
that changing the status
of a Gram Panchayat to
a municipal board is the
constitutional right of a
state govt. Rajasthan
government had issued
a notification on 12th
August 2014 converting
Rupbas Gram Panchay-
at in Bharatpur district
into a municipal board.
Dalitgirl’sabduction:
FatherknocksHCdoor
Jaipur: The father of a
Dalit girl, who was kid-
napped by some neigh-
bours when she had
gone to attend her col-
lege in Jagatpura area
of the city on 18th Feb-
ruary last, approached
the High Court on
Wednesday accusing
the Jawahar Circle po-
lice of inaction. He has
filed a habeas corpus
petition against the sus-
pected abductors
Anand Choudhury,
Rajesh Choudhury and
others. He has pleaded
that his representations
to Additional SP,
MJAY scam: Court
asks police to file FIR
A local court has asked
the Sindhi Camp police
to register a FIR with
regard to the fraud in
Mukhyamantri Jan
Awas Yojana (MJAY).
Hearing the petition
filed by Rajesh Kumar
Choudhury
, against the
owner of SNG group SN
Gupta, judge Deepika
Yadav ordered the cops
to investigate the mat-
ter. Choudhury has al-
leged that he had depos-
ited Rs 8.8 lakh with the
company in 2017 to book
a flat on Sirsa Road.
Govind Singh Dotasra adressing party workers and leaders at
party office in Jaipur. Archna Sharma, Mumtaz Masih, Brij Kishor
Sharma and other senior leaders are also seen.
DOTASRA CAUTIONS DIST CHIEFS, CHAIRMEN
Dotasra also took a meeting of the State Office
bearers, District Presidents and Chairman of the
Boards and Corporations regarding the digital and
offline membership campaign. , Dotasra instructed
everyone that March 31 is the last date for the
membership campaign, so now for 10 days, par-
ticipate enthusiastically in the campaign.
Dotasra paying tributes to
former PCC chief Shobharam.
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A CS that has fast become ‘USHA’ of new bureaucratic chapter in Raj!
Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur: Fifty days have
gone by since Usha
Sharma took over the
reins of state bureau-
cracy as the Chief Sec-
retary of Rajasthan.
There is a saying in
Hindi “Poot Ke Paun
Paalne Mein Hi Dikh
Jaate Hain”, and ac-
cording to this saying,
it will be safe to say that
her performance as CS,
has proved that she will
be a successful, capable
and influential CS go-
ing ahead.
In merely 50 days,
she has chaired a whop-
ping 180 meetings, both
major and small meets
and has even held mar-
athon meetings on
Saturdays and Sun-
days. Since she has
returned to Ra-
jasthan after
one decade,
therefore, she
wants to un-
derstand the
changed situation and
shape of state bureau-
cracy
.
For one full month,
she has held review
meetings of 40 depart-
ments of Rajasthan
government to learn
about the current situ-
ation and the activities
going on in the depart-
ments. She even start-
ed, after a long time, the
one-to-one meet with
officials along with vir-
tual meets. It is well
known that physical
meetings are more re-
sult oriented.
Along with holding
reviews, she has also
given necessary direc-
tions to various depart-
ments. Carrying out
her responsibility as CS
and taking a new initia-
tive, she also called a
major meeting with
Secretaries of all the
departments to learn
about the situation and
status of budget an-
nouncements made by
Chief Minister. But lat-
er CM called this meet.
Usha has also sought
information about the
total number of com-
mittees that have been
formed with CS as their
Chairperson. She was
informed that there are
a total of 145 commit-
tees, of which several
are ‘functioning’ only
on papers and no meet-
ing of these commit-
tees has happened in
the past 6-8 years. Since
learning this, Usha has
engrossed herself in re-
structuring of these
committees.
Every day she holds
meetings of 304 of
these committees to
know as to the purpose
and relevance of so
many committees. Her
effort is that the com-
mittees that are of no
use should be ended
and committees that
are of similar nature,
are merged together,
and after this, the
number of commit-
tees that remain
should be made effec-
tive. It is perhaps for
the first time that
any CS has taken on
this herculean task.
Inspite of multi-
ple meetings and
calls from CMO and
CMR, she has been dis-
posing off files without
wasting time and also
giving time to visitors.
She listens to grievanc-
es of senior and junior
officers and tries to
solve them. But per-
haps the most impor-
tant aspect is that in
the past 50 days, she
has ensured the honour
of the office of CS and
civil servants are
pleased that someone is
there to listen to their
pains.
The trust and under-
standing that can be
seenbetweenCMAshok
Gehlot and CS Usha
Sharma, is reassuring
and positive. It is felt
that the current CS is in
a good position to carry
out an effective role in
transfer and postings.
It now remains to be
seen what Usha Shar-
ma achieves in the next
fifty days and the new
heights to which she
takes the office of
Chief Secretary
.
USHA SHARMA
ALSO CALLED A
MAJOR MEET
WITH THE
SECRETARIES
OF ALL DEPTS
TO LEARN
ABOUT THE
SITUATION
AND STATUS OF
THE BUDGET
BUT LATER CM
CALLED THIS
MEET...
Usha has undertaken a new initiative in
connection with Collectors as well wherein she
has asked all the Collectors to come up with one
project that involves a new idea in their
respective districts. She will chair a major
meeting in this regard, via video conferencing,
with all district collectors on March 25
50 DAYS REPORT
effort is that the com-
mittees that are of no
are merged together,
and after this, the
number of commit-
tees that remain
should be made effec-
tive. It is perhaps for
pains.
YOU READ IT IN FIRST INDIA ON
FEBRUARY 1, 2022
Spread budget perks to deprived
villages and dhanis, urges Gehlot
From Pg 1...
Gehlot said that an-
nouncements like end-
ingpendencyof agricon-
nections  upgradation
of sec to senior second-
ary have also been made
in budget. “Despite odd
circumstances of Coro-
na, a wonderful budget
has been presented, in
which everyone’s needs
have been taken care of,”
said CM to participate in
taking benefits of these
budget announcements
to people of deprived vil-
lages and dhanis in the
absence of awareness.
PCC OFFICIALS, DISTRICT CHIEFS ENJOYED LUNCH WITH CM AT CMR ON WEDNESDAY
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot with Govind Singh Dotasra, Sushil Sharma, Ram Chandra Choudhary, Congress leaders and PCC officials
who visited Chief Minister’s residence on Wednesday to express their gratitude for the magical budget announcements for people.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Uttarakhand Governor Gurmit
Singh, BJP President JP Nadda, Former Chief Minister of
Rajasthan Vasundhara Raje and others during the oath-taking
ceremony of Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami in
Uttarakhand on Wednesday.
UNDER DHAMI’S LEADERSHIP,U’KHAND
WILL PROGRESS RAPIDLY,SAYS RAJE
First India Bureau
Dehradun: Former Ra-
jasthan CM and Nation-
alVicePresidentof BJP
,
Vasundhara Raje at-
tended the swearing-in
ceremony of Uttara-
khand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
held in Dehradun on
Wednesday
. There Raje
met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Un-
ion Road and Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari.
Raje conveyed her best
wishes to the Chief
Minister of Uttara-
khand, Dhami and said
that under Dhami’s
leadership, Uttara-
khand would progress
rapidly on the path of
development.
CONGRESS WILL REPEAT
GOVT IN RAJ IN 2023
Sachin Pilot addresses students of Maharani College in Jaipur. —PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO
Bharat Dixit
Jaipur: Rajasthan Con-
gress leader and former
deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot on Wednes-
day said the party didn’t
want to field CM Ashok
Gehlot’s son Vaibhav
from Jodhpur in the 2019
LSpollsbuthebackedhis
candidature.Hesaidthat
when he was PCC Chief,
Vaibhav was general sec-
retary in his committee.
The former Rajasthan
Congress chief’s state-
ment came days after the
CM claimed that he had
recommended Pilot’s
name for a ministerial
birth during the UPA-2.
“Vaibhav Gehlot con-
tested from Jodhpur in
the 2019 LS elections. At
that time high command
was not in favor of him
contesting the elections.
Because he is the son of
CM Ashok Gehlot, and
only a single name had
emerged from Jodhpur.
At that time I advocated
for Vaibhav  I demand-
ed from Sonia ji and Ra-
hul ji to give ticket to
Vaibhav. I didn’t want
anyone to be disappoint-
ed when I was PCC
chief,” Pilot said.
Pilot said that at that
time Ashok Gehlot had
become the new CM. “I
didn’t want anyone to
hurt his morale,” Pilot
said while interacting
with media during cul-
tural function program
at Maharani College.
However, Pilot empha-
sisedthatCongressgovts
have been repeated in
other states and will be
repeated in Rajasthan
too. “The Congress govt
has already been repeat-
edinDelhi,Haryanaand
Punjab. In such a situa-
tion, the trend of Rajas-
than will also change
this time. For the second
time in a row, the Con-
gressgovtwillbeformed
in Rajasthan. Time has
come to change this
trend of 25 to 26 years.
This change will happen
this time in Rajasthan,”
he said.
OmBirlainstructsofficialsfortimely
procurementofwheatmilletinRaj
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla has
given instructions for
timely procurement of
all wheat and millet at
MSP in the entire Ra-
jasthan.
The procurement
process should be com-
pleted before the rainy
season, he said while
reviewing the procure-
ment of agricultural
products at MSP in Ra-
jasthan along with offi-
cials of the Union Food
and Public Distribution
Ministry and FCI on
Wednesday
.
In the meeting held in
the Speaker’s chamber,
Om Birla said that FCI
should set up more and
more procurement
centers in the state. Bir-
la told officials that mi-
cro-level planning
should also be done re-
garding storage.
Birla’s gesture
towards Rathore
It appears that now Birla has
a new found appreciation for
RTDC Chairman Dharmendra
Rathore. On Tuesday, their
mutual admiration was seen
in tourism promotion meeting
in Delhi. Rathore was also
invited in meeting  Birla
showed interest in tourism of
Raj and pulled a few strings,
making a call to Delhi airport
to get boarding pass issued
for Rathore’s return to Jaipur.
Now due to this ‘extra interest’
of Birla in tourism devp of Raj,
people are taking ‘extra interest’
in this devp and questioning if
this is a ‘picture of tomorrow’?
Om Birla in meeting with Food
and Public Distribution Dept, FCI
officials in Delhi on Wednesday.
FOCUS ON MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN: CM
ASHOK GEHLOT TO VISIT BHARATPUR TODAY
Jaipur: To push the membership campaign CM Ashok
Gehlot to visit Bharatpur today, Gehlot will hold a meeting of
Congress workers and leaders in Bharatpur and will call for
making more and more members in the digital membership
campaign. CM Gehlot will interact with Congress workers
to instill enthusiasm among Congress workers and leaders
about the digital membership campaign and focus more on
the campaign. It is said that CM Gehlot, state organization
election in-charge Sanjay Nirupam and PCC Chief Govind
Singh Dotasra will reach Bharatpur today by helicopter,
where they will take a meeting of the workers and leaders
of the Bharatpur division and target to increase maximum
participation in the digital membership campaign.
LEADERS REACH
CMR TO THANK CM
A lunch was organized at
Chief Minister’s residence
on Wednesday wherein
PCC officials and district
chiefs were invited at the
behest of CM Gehlot. The
lunch was started after the
meeting at PCC wherein
several party leaders
reached and met Gehlot
while thanking him for
budget announcements
as well.
USHA SHARMA
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE, PROTEST OVER PRICE
HIKE: MAKEN LIKELY TO VISIT JPR ON MAR 27
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Rajasthan Congress in-charge
Ajay Maken is proposed to visit Jaipur
on March 27 during which Maken can
chair meetings of party organisation
and also take feedback on membership
drive in the state. Meanwhile, on Thurs-
day, March 24, the Jaipur Congress will
hold a protest over rising fuel prices
and burn an effigy of the Union govern-
ment. The protest will be carried out at
Collectorate Circle in Jaipur.
Ajay Maken
ENDORSED TICKET TO VAIBHAV GEHLOT IN LOK
SABHA POLLS DESPITE PARTY’S RESERVATION: PILOT
 


	10. andi will leave  you
with the feeling that
prostitutes who
openly sell their
bodies for a speci-
fied amount and are
ostracised by socie-
ty are actually not the villains,
they are not be moralised over
– there are far worst who sell
their own souls and of others
too for power, money and even
less. Hypocrisy and double
standards of the society are
laid bare.
This is one of Benegal’s fin-
est dramas, high in emotional
intensity and you can’t but help
admiring the solidarity of the
prostitutes, they are resource-
ful and I really liked the fact
that Mandi doesn’t glamorise
them or pity them, it is sensi-
tive to the sex-workers and
women in general. Hyderabad
is depicted in the language-
beautifully lilting Dakhani
Urdu, the costumes and the
sets, all perfectly under the ex-
pert hand of Shyam Benegal,
though it is slightly lengthy
.
Shabana Azmi and Smita Pa-
til along with Naseeruddin
Shah give one of the fin-
est performances of
their careers but at
the same time the
colours filled by
Neena Gupta,
Soni Razdan,
K u l b h u s h a n
K h a r b a n d a ,
Saeed Jaffery,
Amrish Puri, Ratna Pathak in
the canvas of Mandi are no less
perfect.
I loved Azmi in the role of a
shrewd, calculating and cold at
times but compassionate and
not cruel Madame at a brothel,
her love and protection for Pa-
til has layers to layers. She is
manipulative as she handles
both Kharbanda and Jaffery
for her benefits and those of
her girls. Patil plays the role of
an innocent but at the same
time she is devious and
ungrateful too.
Mandi is complex,
hinting at incestuous
relationships and the
havoc the skel-
etons in the
c l o s e t
w r e a k
d e c -
a d e s
l a t -
e r,
the selfishness of human na-
ture and unseen loyalties, the
moral but fake superiority of
the politicians with an open
ending which will leave you
mystified if you haven’t ac-
cepted Shabana and the movie
as they are, in totality
.
Mandi is part of the parallel
cinema, one which has over the
years taken the onus to show
the reality of life- the harsher
side – kept away from the
Bollywood masala
films. And for enter-
tainment, I believe
both form an
equally impor-
tant part. So,
the coming
w e e k e n d ,
w a t c h
M a n d i
and you
will not
regret
it.
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ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
THIS THROWBACK THURSDAY WE TAKE YOU DOWN THE
‘MURKY’ LANES OF MANDI, SHYAM BENEGAL’S CLASSIC
BROUGHT TO LIFE BY NONE OTHER THAN SHABANA AZMI
AND SMITA PATIL, THE SHEER SCALE OF THE MOVIE AS IT
DIPS INTO THE INTRICATELY ENTWINED LIFE OF A
BROTHEL AND THE CORRUPTION OF POLITICIANS, WILL
MAKE YOU THINK AND THE PERFORMANCES BY ONE AND
ALL WILL KEEP YOU GLUED.
M
JAIPUR, THURSDAY,
MARCH 24, 2022
Kaun bikta hai,
kaun kharidaar?
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