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	1. First India Bureau
Pune:  Various Hindut-
va bodies under the ae-
gis of Sakal Hindu Sa-
maj on Sunday took out
a protest march in Ma-
harashtra’s Pune city
against “love jihad”, il-
legal conversions and
cow slaughter.
The ‘Hindu Jan Ak-
rosh Morcha’ started at
the historical Lal Ma-
hal and culminated at
the statue of Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Maharaj
in Deccan area, a dis-
tance of about 5 km.
The morcha organis-
ers demanded the death
anniversaryof Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Maharaj,
eldest son of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj, be
declared as ‘Balidan
Din’ (Martyr’s Day).
Sambhaji Maharaj was
tortured to death on the
orders of Mughal em-
peror Aurangazeb.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Brihan-
mumbai Municipal
Corporation has said
the allegation of a Rs
100 crore scam in set-
ting up of jumbo COV-
ID-19 centres is “base-
less” as only Rs 33.13
crore has been spent on
providing manpower at
two such facilities in
the city
.
Also, the matter of
verification whether
the partnership deed,
stamp paper for the con-
tract with a hospital
management services
company is fake is con-
cerned with Registra-
tion and Controller of
Stamps Department
and does not fall under
the BMC’s purview.
Therefore, it is totally
wrong to accuse munici-
pal administration in
this regard, BMC chief
Iqbal Singh Chahal said.
On the issue of differ-
ent dates mentioned on
the stamp paper and the
last page of the partner-
ship deed, the contrac-
tor stated before an in-
quiry committee of the
BMC that this was an
“inadvertent typo-
graphical error”, the
statement said.
Chahal had on Janu-
ary 16 recorded his
statement with the En-
forcement Directorate
in connection with the
alleged irregularities in
award of contracts for
health facilities during
the pandemic, and later
said jumbo COVID-19
care centres were set up
on the Maharashtra
government’s orders.
No scam in setup of Covid centres: Chahal Hindu organization holds
morcha on ‘Love Jihad’
` 33.13 crore spent for providing
manpower at centres, so allegation of
` 100 cr scam is baseless,” Chahal said
Iqbal Singh Chahal  —FILE PHOTO
MAXIMUM NEWS WIDER REACH!
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ASSAM CHIEF
MINISTER GETS 2
AM CALL FROM
SHAHRUKH KHAN
Ghazipur: Police registered a murder case against gangster-turned-
politician Mukhtar Ansari in connection with the 2001 ‘Usri Chatti’
gang war incident. A case under section 302 of IPC has been
registered against Ansari at PS Mohammadabad here on Sunday.
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, after remarking ‘Who is SRK’ at a PC, on
Sunday said that he got a call from Bollywood actor at
2 am. Khan expressed his concern about an incident
in Guwahati during screening of his film ‘Pathaan’.
INDIA ‘CHOKE’
AGAINST KIWIS
AMID DRAMA TO
EXIT TITLE RACE
Bhubaneswar: India was eliminated by New Zealand
in their crossover match of the ongoing Hockey World
Cup 2023, at the Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar
on Sunday. New Zealand clinched victory in sudden
death after the match ended in a 3-3 draw.
MURDER: GANGSTER-TURNED-POLITICIAN ANSARI BOOKED
IN THE INTERVIEW, JUSTICE SODHI SAYS...
‘SANEVIEWS’
CENTRE V/S COLLEGIUM
KIREN RIJIJU SHARES
VIDEO OF EX-JUDGE AMID
JUDICIARY-GOVT STANDOFF
APPT OF JUDGES TO
SUPREME COURT,
HIGH COURTs HAS BECOME
A MAJOR FLASHPOINT
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Union Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Sunday sought to
support the views of a
retired HC judge, who
said the SC hijacked
the Constitution by de-
ciding to appoint judges
itself. The govt, judici-
ary have been at logger-
heads over process of
appointment of judges
to the higher judiciary
.
Rijijusharedthevideo
of an interview of Jus-
ticeRSSodhi(retd),afor-
mer judge of the Delhi
Court, saying it is voice
of a judge and that ma-
jority of people have
similar sane views. Ri-
jiju said actually ma-
jority of the people have
similar sane views. It's
only those people who
disregard provisions of
Constitution and man-
date of the people think
that they are above Con-
stitution of India.
Real beauty of Indian Democracy is
its success. People rule themselves
through their representatives. Elected
representatives represent the interests of
the People  make laws. Our Judiciary is
independent and our Constitution is Supreme.
—Kiren Rijiju, Union Law Minister
The right to
frame laws lies
with Parliament.
The apex court cannot
frame laws as it does not
have the right to do so.
—Justice RS Sodhi (retd)
In the interview, Jus-
tice Sodhi also said,
whether you can amend
the Constitution? Only
Parliament will amend
Constitution. But here I
feel the Supreme Court
for the first time ‘hi-
jacked’ the Constitution.
After ‘hijacking’ they (SC)
said that we will appoint
(judges) ourselves and
the government will have
no role in it,” Justice
Sodhi said in Hindi.
SUPREME COURT DISCLOSURE TRIGGERS
INTELLIGENCE CONCERNS: SOURCES
The disclosure of the SC judges' back-and-forth with the
central govt over the appointment of judges, including
the objections raised by intelligence agencies, has led to
disquiet in the security establishment. It's been a practice not
to make the objections public, and keep the confidentiality of
intelligence agencies who scrutinise prospective candidates
for the posts of the higher judiciary — both in HC and SC. A
final call will be taken to sensitise the CJI about this practice,
which has been followed since Independence, sources said.
SOME PEOPLE IN INDIA CONSIDER BBC
ABOVE SUPREME COURT: LAW MINISTER
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju on Sunday took on the “malicious
campaigns” inside and outside India in connection to the
UK’s BBC’s documen-
tary on PM Modi, and
said that some people
“consider the BBC
above the Supreme
Court of India”. The
Union Minister alleged
that they “lower” the
country’s dignity and
image to any extent to “please their moral masters”.
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Delhi Po-
lice has prepared a draft
chargesheet in Shrad-
dha Walkar murder
case against
Aaftab Poon-
awala with a
mix of foren-
sic and electronic evi-
dence along with 100
testimonies. The draft
of the chargesheet has
been prepared by the of-
ficials and legal experts
are looking into it.
The 3,000-page draft
chargesheet with a mix
of forensic
and electron-
ic evidence
along with
100 testimonies is likely
to form the core of the
final chargesheet.
Delhi Police readies 3K
page draft chargesheet
SHRADDHA
MURDER CASE
California mass shooting: 10 killed, 10
injured amid Chinese New Year Party
First India Bureau
California: Ten people
were killed and at least
10 others were injured
when a gunman opened
fire at a ballroom dance
studio in Monterey
Park on late Saturday,
the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Dept said. The
mass shooting, one of
California’s worst in re-
cent memory, happened
in the 100 block of West
Garvey Avenue at
around 10:22 pm, sher-
iff’s Capt. Andrew Mey-
er told media on Sun-
day. There was scant
information on the sus-
pect: Male, still at large.
There is no known mo-
tive of shooter.
Thousands of people had been in the area to mark Lunar New Year.
WFI AGM
in Ayodhya
cancelled
Sports Ministry to
set up an oversight
committee to probe
into the allegations
against WFI Prez
First India Bureau
Ayodhya: The gen-
eral council meeting
of the Wrestling
Federation of India,
which was slated for
Sunday has been
cancelled. WFI pres-
ident Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who
would temporarily
step aside after the
protest by top wres-
tlers against the fed-
eration and its chief,
had said that the al-
legations would be
discussed in the
meeting, which was
set to be held in Ayo-
dhya, Uttar Pradesh.
The development
comes after the
Sports Ministry on
Saturday formed an
‘Oversight commit-
tee’ to probe the alle-
gations leveled by a
section of wrestlers.
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
PM Narendra Modi, HM Amit Shah, Ajit Doval, Nityanand Rai and
others during conclusion of 57th All India Conference of Director
Generals  Inspector Generals of Police, in New Delhi on Sunday. 
Train forces in
emerging tech:
PM Modi to cops
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Stressing
on need for making the
police forces more sensi-
tive and training them
in emerging technolo-
gies, PM Narendra Modi
on Sunday asked for
greater cooperation be-
tween state law enforce-
ment, central agencies.
Addressing during-
conclusion of 3-day “All
India Conference of the
DGPs and IGPs” PM em-
phasised on importance
of ‘National Data Gov-
ernance Framework’ for
smoothening of data ex-
change across agencies.
PMsaidweshouldstrive
for repealing obsolete
criminal laws and build-
ing standards for police
organisations all across
States  also suggested
prison reforms to im-
prove jail management.
While we should
further leverage
technological
solutions like biometrics
etc., there is also a need
to further strengthen
traditional policing
mechanisms like foot
patrols etc.
—Narendra Modi, PM
6 DEAD AS SPEEDING
TRUCK CRUSHES
PEDESTRIANS IN UP
Lucknow: Over six people
were dead, few injured
after a speeding truck
crushed pedestrians after
hitting a car on a highway
in UP’s Unnao district on
Sunday. Around 4-5 people
are reported to be trapped
in car that was hit by truck.
MAN WHO FLED DELHI
5-STAR HOTEL LEAVING
`23L BILL ARRESTED
New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Sunday remanded man
arrested for allegedly staying
at a 5-star hotel for over
4 months by posing as a
functionary of UAE royal
family and fleeing with an
outstanding bill of over `23L
in 2 days’ police custody.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
R-DAY: 23 TABLEAUX TO
ROLL DOWN REVAMPED
KARTAVYA PATH IN DEL
New Delhi: 23 tableaux —
17 from States and UTs like
K’taka, U’khand, Assam,
Tripura, UP, JK, Ladakh,
Gujarat and WB, besides 6
from ministries and depts
— will roll down revamped
Kartavya Path on Jan 26.  P6
Morbi case:Arrest
warrant against
Oreva group MD
Morbi (FIB): Gujarat
Police have issued an
arrest warrant on Sun-
day against Jaysukh
Patel, promoter of the
local corporate Oreva
Group, which had se-
cured contract to reno-
vate, repair and operate
bridge in Morbi. The
bridge collpase had led
to the loss of at least 140
lives on Oct 29, 2022.
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189 jail inmates
to be released
on Republic Day
Thane (PTI): A total
of 189 convicts will be
released from prisons
across the state, on Re-
public Day as part of
the Union govern-
ment’s special remis-
sion programme to
mark 75 years of Inde-
pendence, an official
said on Sunday.
The prisoners are se-
lected on the basis of
conduct, age, time
spent in jail, disabili-
ties, health etc, he
added.“The special re-
mission programme
will see some prisoners
being released on Jan-
uary 26, 2023, and Au-
gust 15, 2023, for good
conduct while serving
their sentences. A total
of 189 inmates from
Maharashtra will be
released,” he said.
According to the of-
ficial data, Thane Cen-
tral Jail has 4,569 in-
mates, including 132
women, while 52 are
above the age of 70 and
386 are below 20 years.
The prisoner count in-
cludes 30 Bangladeshis
and an equal number of
Nigerians, they added.
The total number of jail
inmates in Maharash-
tra stands at 43,090.
Work to win polls:
Prez Raj Thackeray
to MNS workers
Thane (PTI): Maha-
rashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) chief Raj
Thackeray has asked
the MNS workers to en-
sure the party’s win in
civic bodies, where the
elections are due.
Thackeray was address-
ing a meeting of the
party office-bearers
during his visit to
Thane on Saturday
.
Elections to various
civic bodies including
Thane and the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) are due
and the dates are yet to
be announced. Thack-
eray asked the MNS
workers to reach out to
the voters and inform
them of the party’s
plans for them.
Earlier on Saturday,
he also visited a Jain
temple here and partici-
pated in a religious
event.
Addressing the gath-
ering, Acharya Chidan-
andsurishwarji said it
was only Raj Thackeray
who could make the
dream of his uncle (late
Shiv Sena founder) Bal
Thackeray of an
“Akhand Bharat” be-
comeareality
.Themonk
called for an “Akhand
Bharat”, including the
portion of Kashmir
which is with Pakistan.
No dust storms but cooler
days ahead for Mumbai
First India Bureau
Mumbai: According to
meteorologists, temper-
ature in Mumbai city is
likely to dip in the com-
ing days. This will hap-
pen owing to the intense
effect of the twin West-
ern Disturbances (WDs)
that are likely to affect
the Western Himalayan
Region from January 23.
However, in good
news, there will not be
any dust storms, unlike
last year, when a brown
spellwascastoverMum-
bai.Weatherchangesare
expected to be witnessed
across the counter, be-
cause of the twin WDs.
“Last year, the WD
diverted already pre-
sent dust storms to-
wards Mumbai, which
caused poor air quality
in the city and its ad-
joining areas. However,
that’s not the case this
time,” clarified Gufran
Beig, founder director,
System of Air Quality
Forecasting and Re-
search (SAFAR).
According to the In-
dian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), a WD
in the form of a cyclon-
ic circulation is present
over Pakistan and ad-
joining Jammu  Kash-
mir. An induced cyclon-
ic circulation is also
over Southwest Ra-
jasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and
parts of Maharashtra.
The WD affecting
Western Himalayas
from January 23 will in-
tensify rain and snow
in the region, peaking
on January 24 and 25.
As per forecast of a
popular private weath-
er forecasting blog, the
weather in Maharash-
tra will be pleasant.
Temperature is likely to
drop from Sunday going
into next week.
Last week’s lowest
temperatures were be-
tween 13 and 14 degrees
Celsius. As per IMD, the
minimum temperature
in the city will rise
slightly from January
22, but will drop again
by January 25.
Maha’s first integrated hazardous waste plant to come up soon
First India Bureau
Mumbai: In a first, the
state will soon have an
integrated hazardous
waste plant, which has
been recently granted
approval and is going to
be developed in Kansal
and Hendavli villages
of Raigad.
The facility, worth
Rs105 crore will be able
to process e-waste, bio-
medical refuse, indus-
trial waste, spent oil,
plastics and paper. The
project has been grant-
ed in-principle approv-
al from the Union envi-
ronment ministry, al-
lowing for the prepara-
tion of an environmen-
tal impact assessment
report and public con-
sultation.
The facility will come
up on 53 acres of land
and will be able to pro-
cess at least 4,50,000
million tonnes per an-
num of dangerous
waste materials from in
and around the Mum-
bai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR) and nearby
districts. This will be
more than any other
plant in the state and
will be able to inciner-
ate, landfilling and re-
cycle waste.
The decision was
taken at a meeting of
the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and
Climate Change of In-
dia’s (MoEFCC) expert
appraisal committee on
infrastructure projects.
“At the moment, dif-
ferent types of waste
are treated in different
facilities in Maharash-
tra, which leads to in-
creased costs for trans-
porters and recyclers,”
said a regional officer
with the Maharashtra
Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) in
Raigad.
“This integrated
plant will cater to com-
mercial, industrial and
healthcare units which
are coming up in and
around Raigad district,
and which are already
existing around the
Thane Creek,” said the
officer.“
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
To be built for Rs105 cr, the facility will
be able to process e-waste, biomedical
refuse, industrial waste, plastics  paper
The plant will be able to incinerate landfilling and recycle waste as well.  —FILE PHOTO
NEW GROUND
PRABHA ATRE
CONFERRED WITH
LIFETIME AWARD
HOME OF UMESH
YADAV’S EX-AIDE
SEARCHED BY COPS
Thane: Hindustani vo-
calist Padma Vibhushan
Dr Prabha Atre was fa-
cilitated with the Pandit
Hariprasad Chaurasia
Lifetime Achievement
Award by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde here. Atre
was presented with a
citation and Rs1 lakh at
the event. A symphony
by 90 flautists also
performed to mark her
90th birthday. Speaking
on this occasion, Shinde
said his government was
committed to promoting
arts and is also looking
forward to promoting
classical music.
Mumbai: The house of
a former aide of Test
cricketer Umesh Yadav
was searched in Nagpur
on Sunday by the police in
connection with a cheating
case, an official said. Ya-
dav had accused Shailesh
Thakre of duping him of
Rs44 lakh when the latter
was managing some of his
financial tasks, includ-
ing bank accounts and
filing I-T returns, he said.
“Thakre’s house in Koradi
was searched for four
hours. We have seized
property documents. His
bank accounts will also be
checked,” he said.
Thane: A fire broke out in a house in Murbad in Thane
district, where two persons were reportedly injured on
Sunday. The property was damaged extensively, said an
official. The incident took place in Dehnoli village at around
2.30 am on Saturday, he said. “The family in the house
was asleep. Two persons suffered burn injuries and have
been hospitalized. The fire, which might have started due
to a short circuit, was put under control soon,” he added.
Nagpur: International professional wrestler Dalip Singh,
who took the ring name ‘The Great Khali’ in the popular
WWE games, on Sunday visited Dr Hedgewar Smruti
Mandir in Reshimbagh, the headquarters of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), in Nagpur. The RSS’
publicity wing, the Vishva Samvad Kendra, shared the in-
formation on its Facebook page. “The wrestler visited the
memorial of late RSS chief Dr Keshav Baliram Hedgewar
and MS Golwalkar and paid tributes to them,” it said.
HOUSE GUTTED IN FIRE IN MURBAD, TWO
INJURED; SHORT CIRCUIT LIKELY CAUSE
‘THE GREAT KHALI’ VISITS RSS HQ IN NAGPUR,
PAYS TRIBUTE TO HEDGEWAR AND GOLWALKAR
CRUCIAL READ
First India Bureau
Mumbai: With both
Shiv Sena factions bat-
tling to gain control of
the party, the tenure of
chief Uddhav Thack-
eray is set to end on
January 23.
The group led by
Thackeray had demand-
edthattheElectionCom-
mission of India (ECI)
allow intra-party elec-
tions,butitdidnotenter-
tain the matter.
Incidentally
, January
23 is also the birth anni-
versary of Shiv Sena
founder, Balasaheb
Thackeray
, Uddhav’s fa-
ther. There are specula-
tions in the state politi-
cal circuit whether Ud-
dhav will remain party
chief or not.
As per original Shiv
Sena guidelines, inter-
nal party elections are
traditionally held on
January 23. After his in-
duction as chief in 2018,
Uddhav’stenurewillend
on Monday
.
With the term of the
party chief is coming to
an end, the Thackeray
factionhasbeenarguing
over whether to call a
meeting of the party’s
national executive on
January 23. But, no con-
sensus has been reached
by party leaders.
Ahearingontheparty
chief dispute has been
slatedtobeheldonJanu-
ary 30. The Commission
has ordered both Sena
factions to provide writ-
tensubmissionsontheir
respective applications.
On the EC giving no
decision on the faction’s
plea for extension of
election process, Shiv
Sena - Uddhav Balasa-
heb Thackeray leader
Anil Parab, said, “As a
legal formality
, we had
requested the Election
Commission (of India)
to extend the election
process. But it did not
give us a decision. Ud-
dhav (Thackeray) is the
head of the Shiv Sena
party for the workers
and leaders of the party
and will remain so.”
Meanwhile,Senalead-
er Sanjay Raut on Sun-
day said party president
Uddhav Thackeray will
address the party work-
ers on Monday to mark
the 97th birth anniver-
sary of Bal Thackeray
.
Talking to reporters
here, Raut said Uddhav
Thackeraywillpayhom-
age at Balasaheb’s stat-
ute near the Gateway of
IndiaonMondayandad-
dress the party workers
later in the evening.
“The significance and
importance of the day is
strongforallof us,”Raut
said.
WILL UDDHAV REMAIN SENA
PREZ AFTER TENURE ENDS?
Incumbent Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray was inducted to post on Jan 23, 2018. —FILE PHOTO
Maha govt positive about
old pension scheme: CM
First India Bureau
Thane: Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde has
said the state govern-
ment is positive about
theoldpensionscheme
for teachers and gov-
ernment employees.
The state Educa-
tion Department is
studying the old pen-
sion scheme, Shinde
said on Saturday,
while addressing a
campaign rally for the
upcoming Legislative
Council polls.
Shinde also said the
state government will
by its work respond to
allegations raised by
the Opposition re-
garding investment
proposals inked at the
recently-held World
Economic Forum at
Davos, Switzerland.
Under the old pen-
sion scheme, employ-
ees get a defined pen-
sion. They are entitled
to 50% of the last sal-
ary drawn as pension.
However, the pen-
sion amount is con-
tributory under the
National Pension Sys-
tem, which is in effect
from 2004.
“The government is
positive about the old
pension scheme for
teachers and govern-
ment employees, non-
aided schools, and
also for 25% reserva-
tion in English medi-
um schools. The Edu-
cation Department is
studying the old pen-
sion scheme,” Shinde
said.
Speaking about the
Davos meet, he said
some foreign compa-
nies, instead of mak-
ing a direct invest-
ment, prefer to go in
for joint ventures.
“Hence many in-
dustrialists at the Da-
vos conference are
from India. But it will
be foreign invest-
ment,” he added.
The chief minister
also questioned the
status of Memoran-
dums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) signed by
the previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government.
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde  —FILE PHOTO
Teachers and govt
employees are
entitled to 50% of
last drawn salary
as pension
Last year, three dust storms between Jan and Feb, deteriorated
Mumbai’s air quality, placing it over 500 AQI (severe). —FILE PHOTO
Temperature in
city to rise
slightly till Jan
25, dip again
after that;
pleasant
weather likely in
Maha this week
MNS chief Raj Thackeray  —FILE PHOTO
Elections to various
civic bodies including
Thane and Mumbai
are due; dates yet to
be announced
HC INTERVENES..
Internal party elections are traditionally held on January 23 every five years
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First India Bureau
Mumbai: Now, people
travelling on the newly
inaugurated Metro line
2A and 7 seek name
change of the station as
they say it creates ‘con-
fusion’. Many commut-
ers travelling along
metro line 2A, between
Andheri West metro sta-
tion and Dahanukarwa-
di metro station, were
getting confused be-
cause of station names.
A passenger who
travelled along metro
2A corridor, said, “My
wife and I had to go to
Infinity Malad. At tick-
et counter, everyone
was enquiring about
destination. If MMR-
DA loves the idea of
upper and lower, the
least they can do is add
the proper names in a
bracket.”
Another passenger
who travelled along
metro line 2A said, “A
lot of my time was wast-
ed in asking about
names. Instead of Low-
er Oshiwara and Oshi-
wara, the station sim-
ply should have been
called Adarsh Nagar.”
On Thursday, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated
phase 2 of the metro
line 2A and 7. On Fri-
day, both lines were
open to the public
around 4 pm.
First India bureau
Palghar: A hospital
head was grievously in-
jured after a group of
people allegedly at-
tacked him and vandal-
ized the medical facili-
ty in Palghar district
following a dispute over
the bill of a patient, po-
lice said. The incident
took place recently fol-
lowing which nine per-
sons were arrested,
they said.
Around 20 to 25 peo-
ple barged into the hos-
pital located in the
Boisar area, attacked
the doctors and dam-
aged the medical facil-
ity, Balasaheb Patil,
District Superinten-
dent of Police (rural)
said. The issue of the
medical bill of a patient
was the immediate
provocation for the at-
tack, he said.
The hospital's chief,
Dr Swapnil Shinde, was
grievously injured and
admitted to a hospital in
Vapi town of neighbour-
ing Gujarat, Patil said.
Dr Shinde, while talk-
ingtoreporters,claimed
that functionaries of
the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
have been seeking a re-
duction in the hospital
bills of patients. We
oblige but they never
pay the bills, he further
claimed.
Nine persons were
arrested in connection
with the incident and
offences were regis-
tered against them un-
der provisions of the
Indian Penal Code and
the Maharashtra Medi-
care Service, Persons
and Medicare Institu-
tions (Prevention of
Violence and Damage
or Loss of Property)
Act, Patil said.
SAND DREDGING
EQUIPMENT WORTH
`97 L DESTROYED
Thane: In an operation
against illegal sand
dredging carried out on
Saturday at the creek in
Mumbra, revenue depart-
ment officials destroyed
equipment worth Rs97
lakh used for illegally
dredging sand, officials
said on Sunday. To curb
the illegal dredging of
sand, five barges and
two suction pumps worth
Rs97 lakh were de-
stroyed during the drive,
a release from the district
collectorate said.
FAKE MUM POLICE
OFFICIAL DUPES
WOMAN OF `7 L
Mumbai: A woman was
allegedly duped of around
Rs7 lakh by a fraudster
posing as a Mumbai police
official, on the pretext of
rejecting an international
parcel carrying narcotics,
police said on Saturday. The
victim, ‘Prachi’ was told that
an international parcel, in
her name, containing Illegal
material was received and
that her Aadhaar card had
been misused. She was
asked to deposit money in
order to clear her name,
which she did.
OFFICIALS ASKED
TO SHARE LIDAR
SURVEY WITH DEPT
Navi Mumbai: In a review
meeting, Municipal
Commissioner Rajesh
Narvekar directed the
engineering and electrical
department of Navi Mum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(NMMC) to provide all the
data on properties being
surveyed through LiDAR
technology to the property
tax department by January
31, 2023. The survey is
being conducted in two
stages, on-site visit and
from the sky by drone.
Under the LiDAR technol-
ogy. During the meeting,
the civic chief instructed
officials to take care of the
accuracy of the survey.
TWO HELD WITH
MEPHEDRONE
WORTH `23 LAKH
Mumbai: The Anti-Narcot-
ics Cell (ANC) of Mumbai
police has arrested two
persons for alleged posses-
sion of mephedrone worth
Rs23 lakh in the suburban
Shivaji Nagar area, an
official said on Sunday. The
ANC’s Worli unit nabbed a
27-year-old man with 56
gm of the contraband at
Govandi, the official said. A
supplier was arrested later
based on the information
provided by the accused
and 60 gm of mephedrone
was recovered from him,
he said. The supplier had
nine cases to his name and
was convicted in two of
them, official added.
FLYING SQUAD SEIZES LIQUOR WORTH `16.75
LAKH STORED IN GODOWN; 2 HELD, 1 FLEES
Thane: Prohibited Liquor worth Rs16.75 lakh stored in a
godown and a luxury car was seized from Thane district by
the flying squad of the state excise commissionerate, an
official said on Sunday.
Two persons have been
arrested while the main
accused is abscond-
ing. The liquor was
seized from a godown
in Kalyan-Padgha road
as well as a BMW car
parked inside a housing complex, said Nilesh Sangde, Su-
perintendent of State Excise. “The seized liquor, including
produce from Daman and Haryana, is prohibited for sale in
Maharashtra,” he said.
TWO HELD FOR STEALING TV SETS, MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT WORTH MORE THAN `2 CRORE
Thane: Two persons have been arrested in connection with
the theft of medical equipment and television sets, worth
more than Rs2 crore, from two godowns in Bhiwandi,
police said on Sunday.
The accused had stolen
television sets of a pop-
ular brand worth Rs75
lakh from a godown, and
in another instance, they
broke into a godown in
Mankoli and stole medi-
cal equipment worth Rs1.38 crore, the official said. Goods
worth Rs1.51 crore were recovered from the accused,
Deputy Commissioner of Police Zone II Bhiwandi Navnath
Dhavle said.
CRUCIAL READ
First India Bureau
Mumbai: BMC has
planned to install sani-
tary pad dispensing
units along with incin-
erators for used pads at
5000 public toilets in
Mumbai. The focus
would be on those locat-
ed in slum areas in the
city
, said officials.
There are 7,543 public
toilets in the city, of
which 1999 are munici-
pal toilets, 4694 are
MHADA-owned public
toilets, and 846 are pay-
and-use public ones.
Eventually, the pro-
gramme will cover all
public toilets.
Civic body has recent-
ly floated tenders to in-
stall wall-mounted sani-
tary pad dispensing ma-
chines for these toilet
blocks, along with a con-
tract to maintain them
for three years. Mainte-
nance clauses include
ensuringthesemachines
do not run out of the
product,andthatstockis
replaced within a few
hours if it is exhausted.
First India Bureau
Chandrapur: A police
mock drill in a temple
in Chandrapur in Ma-
harashtra landed in
controversy after the
personnel posing as ter-
rorists were allegedly
shouting slogans con-
nected to a particular
community
.
A group of lawyers
has submitted a memo-
randum to the district
police authorities on
the issue, while Ravin-
drasingh Pardeshi, Su-
perintendent of Police
on Sunday said all ef-
forts would be taken to
ensure such an error is
not repeated.
The mock drill, which
was conducted on Janu-
ary 11 at the renowned
Mahakali Temple, en-
acted a scene in which a
group of terrorists took
over a place of worship
and held devotees hos-
tage before being appre-
hended by security forc-
es. “Videos of the drill
showing the personnel
who played the part of
terrorists in the mock
drillshoutingparticular
slogans. This portrays
onecommunityinaneg-
ative light and makes
one believe all terrorists
are from this communi-
ty
,” said Farat Baig, part
of lawyers' group.
“We have submitted
a memorandum to the
office of the district SP
against such sloganeer-
ing and portrayal. This
act of the police
amounts to defaming a
community. Obviously,
the script of the mock
drill must have been
overseen by the SP and
other senior officials,”
Baig said.
When contacted, SP
Ravindrasingh Pard-
eshi said his depart-
ment will “take neces-
sary steps to ensure
such an error is not
repeated”. The mock
drill was carried out by
personnel from the lo-
cal police, the Anti Ter-
rorism Squad, and the
specialized combat
unit C-60, among oth-
ers, officials said.
‘Slogans’ raised during anti-
terror drill fuel controversy
Lawyers submit memo, say it portrayed
one community in negative light
Drill carried out by police, the ATS
and the specialized combat unit C-60
Hosp in Palghar ransacked,
doctors attacked over bill
The exercise was recently conducted at a temple in Chandrapur.  —FILE PHOTO
The hospital’s chief, Dr Swapnil Shinde, was grievously injured
and admitted to a hospital in Vapi town of Gujarat. —FILE PHOTO
MEMO SUBMITTED
Around 20 to 25
people barged into
the hospital; 9 have
been arrested so far
BAPPA COMES TO TOWN!
Devotees carry an idol of Lord Ganesh (Charkopcha Raja) to Kandivali from Lalbaug in
Mumbai on Sunday. The Hindu god will be worshipped at the upcoming Maghi Ganesh
Utsav on January 25. —PHOTO BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Nagpur (PTI): A man
was arrested for alleg-
edly raping a 12-year-
old daughter of his live-
in partner in Nagpur
city over a period of one
year, police said on Sun-
day. The 37-year-old ac-
cused is a resident of
Wathoda area of the
city, they said.
“The accused had
been living with his
32-year-old live-in part-
ner and her daughter
from the first marriage
since October 2022. He
started sexually as-
saulting the minor
whenever her mother
stepped out for work,”
said an official from
Hudkeshwar police sta-
tion in the city
.
He indulged in the
crime for the past one
year and threatened the
victim of dire conse-
quences, due to which
she did not reveal it to
anyone, he said.
However, the girl fi-
nally mustered up cour-
age and narrated the
incident to her mother
recently, following
which they approached
the police and lodged a
complaint against him,
he added.
A case of rape and
criminal intimidation
was registered against
the accused under In-
dian Penal Code (IPC)
and the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.
Man held for rape of live-in
partner’s minor daughter
First India Bureau
Nagpur: The annual
Asian Waterbird census
has commenced at Am-
bazari and Gorewada
lakes located on the out-
skirts of Nagpur city
.
The census is con-
ducted in January eve-
ry year to record the
status of critical wet-
lands and the popula-
tion of bird species.
Bird watchers and
authorities spotted spe-
cies of various native
and exotic birds during
the census.
Avinash Londhe,
Honorary Wildlife War-
den, Nagpur district,
Maharashtra Forest De-
partment said, “Over 59
people including bird
experts are taking part
in this census being
done in Nagpur and ar-
eas around it. As per
primary data, there has
been a loss of habitat,
climate changes, and
minimum migration
this year.”
“Thenumberof birds
that have migrated here
this year has reduced to
a two-digit number as
compared to being in
the thousands in previ-
ous years. The situation
is alarming,” he added.
The initiative is a
part of the global Inter-
national water bird
census that supports
the conservation and
management of wet-
lands and waterbirds
worldwide.
The state Forest De-
partment and the dis-
trict biodiversity com-
mittee have spotted and
recorded the presence
of various species of
native and exotic birds
at the two lakes.
Photographs of the
birds and information
gathered during the in-
spection are uploaded
online. It becomes easi-
ertoplanandtakemeas-
ures for their conserva-
tion, said an official.
The census can be
conducted in any part
of the country. With
habitats of birds
shrinking, monitoring
the number of water
birds and their food
availability has become
necessary, asserted an-
other official.
Exotic birds spotted during Asian Waterbird census
FOR THE WINGED CREATURES
The census is conducted in January every year.  —FILE PHOTO
As part of the annual census, over 59
experts are recording bird numbers,
migration and food availability at two
Nagpur lakes following loss of habitat
Rename Metro stations, say passengers
Commuters are
relaxed with less travel
time but still ‘confused’
over destinations
BMC to install sanitary
pad dispensing units
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
We must pay the most careful
attention, therefore, to what we have heard,
so that we do not drift away.
—Bible
Narendra Modi @narendramodi
India has several languages,
which add to our cultural
vibrancy. The Central
Government is undertaking
numerous efforts to encourage
Indian languages including giving
the option of studying subjects
like engineering and medicine in one’s Matru Bhasha.
TOP TWEETS
Anurag Thakur @ianuragthakur
Had the opportunity to visit the
Vivekananda Museum located in
Kolkata, the birthplace of Swami
Vivekananda, the resplendent
flame of knowledge-eternal-
devotion, to pay obeisance to
Swami, to know more closely the
life journey of Vivekananda and his advanced thoughts.
COMMONER VIPs’ DREAM MOMENT
hisRepublicDay
will be remem-
bered more for
auto-rickshaw
drivers,vendors,
construction workers be-
hind the Central Vista pro-
ject and Kartavya Path’s
maintenance workforce
thanforthewho’swhointhe
front rows to enjoy India’s
might on display as special
invitees. They may not get
the privilege of rubbing
shoulders with the bigwigs,
nor will it change their sta-
tus but the mere fact that
they will be given promi-
nence is going to make it a
memorable event for the un-
derprivileged. And give
them a sense of pride too.
Invitationsweresenttothem
last year. The move is an ex-
tension of last year’s Padma
awards which were given to
achievers with a low profile
andtheRepublicDayisaptly
themed“Participationof the
Common People”.
The workforce involved
in the making of Kartavya
Path had found a special
mention in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s speech at
its inauguration in Septem-
ber last year when he also
unveiledthestatueof Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose. The
PM promised to invite them
along with their families.
The prime minister empha-
sized acknowledging the la-
bour force for its contribu-
tion in nation building.
Giving them a pride of
placeontheRepublicDayis
to honour the true spirit of
the Republic for which the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment deserves fulsome
praise. The special gesture
wouldalsobuildafeelingof
patriotism and a stronger
bond between the prime
minister and the working
class. The parade will be
graced by Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi, the President of Egypt
withamarchingcontingent
of 120 members participat-
ing in the parade.
T
This Republic Day will be
remembered more for auto-
rickshaw drivers,
vendors, construction
workers behind the Central
Vista project and Kartavya
Path’s maintenance
workforce than for the who’s
who in the front rows to
enjoy India’s might on
display as special invitees
n the weeks since the Tali-
ban’s December 2022 de-
cree banning young wom-
en from attending univer-
sity, Afghans have shown
that they will not take this
latest outrage lying down.
Brave female students
have launched a campaign
of resistance – risking
beatings, arrest, or worse
– and their male counter-
parts (and many profes-
sors) have shown solidar-
ity by walking out of their
exams.
As much as the Taliban
tries to crush girls’ and
women’s rights, they are
unlikely to achieve a final
“victory.” Afghan girls
and women enjoyed a
right to education in the
years prior to the Tali-
ban’s return to power in
2021, and now neither in-
timidation nor prison sen-
tences will silence them.
They have experienced
what it is to be free, and
they will not accept the
alternative.
The Taliban have al-
ready been warned that if
they exclude women from
work performed by NGOs
providing food and health
care, these organizations
will have no choice but to
leave the country – a mes-
sage reinforced this week
by United Nations Deputy
Secretary-General Amina
Mohammed. But another
way to effect change is to
threaten the Taliban re-
gime with the full force of
international law. The
Taliban’s brutal and inhu-
mane treatment of wom-
en and girls warrants in-
vestigation by an interna-
tional tribunal. The re-
gime is clearly in breach
of the international con-
ventions dealing with
children’s and women’s
rights to which it has
agreed. No other country
in the world bars women
and girls from receiving
an education, and no oth-
er country has such dra-
conian forms of state-led
gender persecution.
I have spoken to many
Afghan students in my ca-
pacity as UN Special En-
voy for Global Education,
and words cannot capture
the frustration they feel.
The world’s poorest and
most vulnerable children
know that they are now
shouldering the heaviest
burden in the global fight
against one of the great-
est injustices of all – the
denial of girls’ and wom-
en’s rights. Afghan girls
have been denied access to
schools, banned from pub-
lic spaces, prevented from
traveling without a male
escort, and forced to wear
burqas that cover them
from head to toe.
The university clamp-
down has been in the off-
ing for some time. After
the Taliban takeover in
2021, universities intro-
duced gender-segregated
classrooms and entranc-
es, and declared that fe-
male students could be
taught only by women
professors or old men.
Then, in October 2022, the
Taliban issued sweeping
restrictions on the sub-
jects that women were
permitted to study
. Veteri-
nary science, engineer-
ing, economics, journal-
ism, and agriculture were
all deemed off limits.
During my many pre-
2021 visits to Afghan
schools where girls were
being taught, I saw first-
hand that there was wide-
spread enthusiasm for
universal education, both
in rural areas as well as
the cities. The Taliban’s
many bans fly in the face
of fundamental human
aspirations. People every-
where want more free-
dom, not less.
The Taliban’s policy on
girls’ and women’s educa-
tion represents neither
the real Afghanistan nor
the true Islam. It is urgent
that the international
community, and especial-
ly the Muslim world,
come together to support
young Afghan women as
they stand up for their
rights.
SOURCE: PROJECT SYNDICATE
THE TALIBAN CANNOT
DEFEAT WOMEN
I
GORDON BROWN
The writer is a former Prime Minister
and chancellor of the exchequer
of the United Kingdom
YASMINE SHERIF
The writer is a Director of
Education Cannot Wait
These examples
all suggest that the
authorities are not
legislating from a
position of strength.
Rather, they are acting
out of fear of women’s
empowerment. After all,
there is no other
credible justification for
such policies. Islam
encourages education,
and all of Afghanistan’s
neighbors offer
schooling for girls
AFGHANISTAN HISTORY
OF BENEFITING FROM
GIRLS’ EDUCATION
Moreover, Afghanistan itself
has a history of benefiting
from girls’ education. The coun-
try’s own past shows that if the
Taliban continue down the road
of repression, Afghans will have
only half the doctors, nurses, and
teachers they need. And if half of
Afghanistan’s human capital has
been squandered, the economy,
which desperately needs to be
rebuilt, will remain among the
worst-performing in the world.
EDU IS A BIG NO FOR GIRLS
HERE SO IT IS CONTINUING
UNDERGROUND APPROACH
In some parts of the country,
education is continuing under-
ground or in home schools, with
little resistance from the authori-
ties, and in other areas, girls are
still allowed to attend regular
schools, in open defiance of the
Taliban’s injunctions. One can also
infer internal fissures from the
ban on women NGO workers, a
policy that the minister of public
health claims does not apply to
the health sector.
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Lucknow (PTI): Uttar
Pradesh CM Yogi Adity-
anathonSundayexhort-
ed the BJP workers say-
ing the resonance of the
slogan ‘Modi hai to
mumkin hai’ is not lim-
ited to India anymore
but has spread globally,
a proof of that is India’s
presidencyof G20group.
G20, an intergovern-
mental group, has 19
members, besides the
European Union, and is
chaired by each mem-
ber nation for a year,
rotationally
.
“Wherever there is
crisis in the world, eve-
ryone looks towards
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi with hope.
The slogan that was
raised in 2019 – ‘Modi
hai to mumkin hai’ – to-
day has not only be-
come India’s slogan, it
has become a global
mantra and India get-
ting the presidency of
G-20 is an example of
that,” Aditynath said.
“Modi ji has done the
work of connecting eve-
ry Indian with the G20.
There are 11 conferenc-
es related to G20 which
will be held in Agra,
Lucknow, Varanasi, and
Gautambuddha Nagar,”
he said, addressing the
daylong inaugural ses-
sion of BJP’s state ex-
ecutive meeting at Indi-
ra Gandhi Pratishthan.
Modi mantra now resonates world over: Yogi Adityanath
MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAI
PM hails CJI’s pitch for making SC judgments available in regional languages
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday laud-
ed Chief Justice of
India (CJI) DY Chan-
drachud’s emphasis
on making Supreme
Court judgments
available in regional
languages.
“At a recent func-
tion, the Hon’ble CJI
Justice DY Chandra-
chud spoke of the need
to work towards mak-
ing SC judgments
available in regional
languages. He also sug-
gested the use of tech-
nology for it. This is a
laudatory thought,
which will help many
people, particularly
youngsters,” Modi
wrote on Twitter and
shared on the site the
relevant clip of the
CJI’s speech delivered
at an event organised
by the Bar Council of
Maharashtra and Goa
in Mumbai.
The prime minister
has in the past often
pitched for making ju-
dicial verdicts more
accessible to the com-
mon man by making
those available in
regional lan-
guages.
—With
PTI
inputs
BJY resumes amid tight
security in JK’s Kathua
After day-long break, Rahul Gandhi-led march starts from Hiranagar
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with supporters during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Samba
district, on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Kathua (PTI): The
Bharat Jodo Yatra led
by Rahul Gandhi re-
sumed Sunday from Hi-
ranagar in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict amid heightened
security in the wake of
twin blasts in Jammu.
After day-long break,
the Yatra started as per
schedule around 7 am
from Hiranagar near
the International Bor-
der along the Jammu-
Pathankot highway
which was sealed by
security forces.
Accompanied by JK
Congress chief Vikar
Rasool Wani, working
president Raman Bhal-
la and hundreds of vol-
unteers, Gandhi en-
tered Samba district’s
Tapyal-Gagwal after
crossing Londi check
point at around 8 am
and was greeted by en-
thusiastic workers and
supporters waiting on
both sides of the road.
The Yatra was supposed
to have a night halt at
Chak Nanak.
AHEAD OF SUMMIT,
NOIDA GETS `5.86L CR
INVESTMENT INTENTS
Noida(PTI): Gautam Buddh
Nagar, which includes in-
dustrial cities of Noida and
Greater Noida, has received
investment proposals
worth Rs 5.86 lakh crore
since the announcement of
Uttar Pradesh Global Inves-
tors Summit in November
2022, according to district
officials. The UP Global
Investors Summit is
scheduled from
February 10 in
Lucknow.
UP WENT FROM “BIMARU” TO LEADING
G20 UNDER PM’S LEADERSHIP: YOGI
Lucknow (ANI): Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath attended the State BJP Working Committee
meeting held here on Sunday. Speaking on the recent Gujarat
elections, UP CM Yogi Adityanath said, “Historic
win of BJP in Gujarat inspires us and has
infused a new enthusiasm in us”. BJP
swept the Gujarat Assembly election with
a whopping 156 out of the 182 Assembly
seats, which is the highest number of
seats any party has won after the forma-
tion of the state in 1960. He also showed
faith in the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and said that under the
leadership of PM Modi, India will
become 4th largest economic
superpower in the world.
RaGa CREATING HATRED AMONG PEOPLE
TO REGAIN POWER, SAYS RAJNATH SINGH
Bhopal (PTI): Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday ac-
cused Congress leader Rahul Gandhi of creating hatred among
people in order to
regain power, and
alleged that he was
tarnishing India’s im-
age on international
platforms. Addressing
a programme organ-
ised by the Madhya
Pradesh government
to provide land rights
of residential plots to
the poor in Singrauli
district of the state located around 650 kms from here, Singh
asked Gandhi not to play with India’s “prestige and pride”.
WILL NOT ACCEPT
ANY COMPROMISE
WITH RAHUL’S
SECURITY: RAMESH
Samba (PTI): A day after
twin bomb blasts rocked a
busy locality here leaving
nine people injured, senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday said
there will be no compro-
mise on the security of
Rahul Gandhi who is lead-
ing the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
in Jammu and Kashmir. The
Yatra had entered Kathua
district on Thursday even-
ing via Punjab.
Sarma assures Shah Rukh
on anti-‘Pathaan’ protests
Guwahati (Agencies):
Hours after he feigned
ignorance about Shah
Rukh Khan, Assam
Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma said
he received a call from
the Bollywood actor
who expressed concern
over a violent protest
ahead of the screening
of his latest film,
Pathaan, at a cinema
hall in Guwahati.
On Sunday morning,
the chief minister in a
Tweet informed that
Khan called him at 2am
and expressed his con-
cern about the recent
violence in the cinema
hall in the state.
“Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan called
me and we talked this
morning at 2am. He ex-
pressed concern about
an incident in Guwa-
hati during the screen-
ing of his film,” Sarma
wrote on Twitter.
“I assured him (Shah
Rukh Khan) that it is
the duty of the state
govt to maintain law 
order. We’ll enquire and
ensure no such unto-
ward incidents hap-
pen,” Sarma added.
On Saturday, react-
ing to alleged protests
by a rightwing outfit in
Assam against the re-
lease of Pathaan,
Biswa Sarma said he
doesn’t know who
Shah Rukh Khan is
and he is not aware of
the movie ‘Pathaan’.
Want to send govt schoolteachers
abroad to gain best experience: Kejri
New Delhi (PTI): Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said
that he wants school
teachers to gain best ex-
perience in foreign
countries, amid a tussle
with the Lieutenant
Governor over city gov-
ernment’s proposal to
send teachers to foreign
countries for training.
He said his govern-
ment will keep sending
teachers abroad for the
benefit of the students,
though he himself has
been to any foreign
country only twice in
the past eight years as a
chief minister. Kejriwal
was addressing teach-
ers, who had been to
foreign countries for
training, here.
He said he wants the
city’s government
schools to be the best in
the world so that stu-
dents from abroad come
here for education.
“Some people consid-
er it expenditure, but it
is investment. I feel that
you can construct four
bridges less and four
roads less, but we
should provide best ex-
posure and training to
our teachers,” he said.
Row over Kamal
Nath’s message to
the policemen of
Madhya Pradesh
Niwari: Former Mad-
hya Pradesh CM Ka-
mal Nath stoked a con-
troversy for allegedly
t h re at e n -
ing officers
of the po-
lice admin-
i s t r a t i o n
ahead of
the state assembly elec-
tions to be held this
year. He was address-
ing a rally, where he
said “Acha Hisab Liya
Jaaega” within eight
months as polls are ap-
proaching.
“All the police offic-
ers should listen with
their ears open that
everybody’s account
will be taken in the up-
coming elections,” said
Kamal Nath.
New Delhi: The Nation-
al Green Tribunal has
refrained from levying a
Rs 750-crore environ-
mental compensation
on Jharkhand govt for
improper management
of solid and liquid waste.
The tribunal also noted
the state government’s
undertaking that Rs 1,114
crore had already been
allocated for solid and
liquid waste manage-
ment. According to data
presented by the state’s
chief secretary, there
still existed huge gaps
in management of solid
and liquid waste, a bench
comprising Chairperson
Justice AK Goel said.
Gonda: A man and
his mother have been
sentenced by a local
court in a 2016 case
of abduction and rape
of a 15-year-old girl. A
special POCSO court
awarded 14-year rigorous
imprisonment and Rs
17,000 fine to the man
identified as Kanhaiya,
while the mother Shyama
Devi was awarded three
years imprisonment and
a fine of Rs 5,000. Giving
details of the incident, A
man had told police that
his daughter was lured
and raped by Kanhaiya on
October 12, 2016.
NGT REFRAINS FROM
LEVYING ` 750 CR
FINE ON JHARKHAND
UP COURT
SENTENCES TWO
IN RAPE CASE
BEFORE LAST PRE-GENERAL ELECTION BUDGET, PM
NARENDRA MODI CONVENES COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
New Delhi (Agencies): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
called a meeting of his Coun-
cil of Ministers on January 29
before the Parliament’s budget
session which is going to start
from January 31. In
2023, this will be
the first meeting
of the Council
of Ministers
of the Modi
government.
All Union
Ministers,
Ministers
of State (Independent Charge)
and Ministers of State will
participate in this meeting to
be chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The meeting of
the Council of Ministers, called
before the last full budget of the
tenure of the Modi government,
is being termed crucial. On Feb-
ruary 1, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will present
the Union budget.
According to sources, in
the meeting, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi can give special
instructions to all the ministers
regarding the budget session.
Since this will be the last full
budget of the Modi government,
the Prime Minister would want
that after the presentation of the
budget, all the ministers should
work tirelessly to highlight its
public welfare aspects to take
them to the public. Because
along with the assembly elec-
tions to be held in nine states
of the country this year, the
party would also like to take
the advantage of this budget in
the Lok Sabha elections to be
held next year.
Narendra Modi@narendramodi
India has several languages, which add to
our cultural vibrancy. The central govern-
ment is undertaking numerous efforts to
encourage Indian languages including giving
the option of studying subjects like engineering and
medicine in one’s Matru Bhasha (mother tongue).
Assam CM Himanta B Sarma  Shah Rukh Khan. —FILE PHOTO
BJP might lose all 80 Lok Sabha
seats in UP in 2024: Akhilesh
Lucknow (PTI): Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Sunday
said the BJP might taste
defeat in all 80 parlia-
mentary seats in Uttar
Pradesh in the 2024
General Elections.
“The party that
claimed to rule for dec-
ades — its leader said
that it will be there for
(the next) 50 years — is
now counting its days.
Its national president
should visit two medi-
cal colleges in the state
and he will understand
how many seats they
are going to win,” the
former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said.
Yadav also asked the
BJP, which is holding
its state executive meet
here, to pass a resolu-
tion to provide Rs 1
crore and a government
job to families of custo-
dial death victims.
“The BJP practises
discrimination. Will it
pass a resolution to pro-
vide Rs 1 crore financial
help and a government
job to the family of Bal-
want Singh? It should
pass a resolution to pro-
vide Rs 1 crore financial
assistance and a govern-
ment job in custodial
death cases to the fami-
lies concerned,” he said.
Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav.  —FILE PHOTO
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal at a
function in Delhi, on Sunday.
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath addressing the Bharatiya Janata
Party State Working Committee meeting, in Lucknow on Sunday.
AKHILESH YADAV LAUDS BIHAR CM
NITISH ON INITIATING CASTE SURVEY
Lucknow: SP chief Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday lauded
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar for initiating the caste survey
saying that the British too had thought in 1931 about
the move, which alone could ensure the development
of all castes. Yadav said, “The caste survey is not made
today. The British had thought that a caste survey
should be done in 1931.” “I appreciate and congrat-
ulate Bihar Chief Minister for this,” he said, after
attending a function here on Sunday.
SP leader Maurya
creates row with
remarks on
Ramcharitmanas
Lucknow (Agencies):
Samajwadi Party lead-
er Swami
Prasad
Maurya
has stoked
a major row
with his re-
marks over Ramcharit-
manas.
Maurya said that cer-
tain portions of Ram-
charitmanas insulted a
particular class of peo-
ple and should be
changed. “I object to the
insulting comments,”
he said.
He even quoted cer-
tain verses from the
Ramcharitmanas say-
ing that Tulsidas men-
tions certain castes, all
of which belong to the
Hindu religion.
“If all of those castes
belong to Hinduism,
then what’s the mean-
ing behind insulting
one of their own?” he
questioned.
COURTYARD
in
in
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
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Thrissur (PTI): The
famed Guruvaur Sree
Krishna Temple in this
central Kerala district,
which recently revealed
details of bank deposits
to the tune of over ₹
1,700 crore, has declared
that it also has over 260
kg of gold in stock.
In an RTI reply, the
authorities of the tem-
ple said it has 263.637
kg of gold comprising
precious stones and
coins, and nearly 20,000
gold lockets.
The management of
the shrine had earlier
refused to give details
due to security reasons.
The management of
the shrine had earlier
refused to give details
due to security reasons.
The centuries-old
shrine, where Lord
Vishnu is worshipped
as Krishna, attracts
thousands of people
from across the country
every year.
Details of the assets
were given following a
RTI query from MK
Haridas of Guruvayur
and president of an or-
ganisation named Prop-
er Channel.
Haridas alleged that
neglect and inaction of
the temple devaswom
with regard to the de-
velopment of the shrine
and the welfare of its
devotees prompted him
to seek the details
through RTI.
RTI REVELATIONS
NDRF to put permanent teams
in hills for rescue operations
These teams will launch swift rescue operations during snow avalanches  land slides
New Delhi (PTI): The
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force is mulling
to permanently station
specialised mountain-
eeringteamsinthehigh-
er reaches of the Hima-
layas so that they are
ready and acclimatised
to launch swift rescue
operations during snow
avalanches, land slides
andglaciallakeoutburst
floods among others, of-
ficials said. The federal
contingency force has
initiated a slew of meas-
ures to prepare its sav-
iours for tackling natu-
ral and man-made catas-
trophes in these fragile
mountain ranges on In-
dia’s north which, ac-
cording to experts, may
see a rise in accidents
due to a variety of rea-
sons, including cli-
mate change and hu-
man development. The
force, that draws its
complete manpower
on deputation from
paramilitary forces.
Vehicles covered in snow after the area receives fresh snowfall, at Tangmarg, in Baramulla on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Guruvaur Sree Krishna Temple in Thrissur district of Kereala.  —FILE PHOTO
JK: MEDIUM TO LOW DANGER LEVEL
AVALANCHES LIKELY IN NEXT 24 HOURS
JK: SHUT DUE TO LANDSLIDE AT DEWAL
BRIDGE, NATIONAL HIGHWAY REOPENS
Srinagar (ANI): The Jammu and Kashmir State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (JKSDMA) on Sunday issued an avalanche
warning in several districts of Jammu and Kashmir in the next
24 hours. The Authority informed that low-danger level ava-
lanches are likely in Baramulla and Ganderbal districts, while
medium-danger level avalanches are likely to strike Doda,
Poonch, Ramban, Bandipore and Kupwara districts.
Srinagar (ANI): The Jammu-Srinagar National Highway, which
had been shut in the wake of a landslide at the Dewal Bridge,
reopened on Sunday for stranded vehicles, after clearance
work. Earlier on Sunday, the National Highway was closed due
to a landslide at the Dewal Bridge in Samroli, Udhampur. The
rescue team reached the spot and started the restoration and
reopening work. Further reports are awaited.
MAJOR BUREAUCRATIC RESHUFFLE
HP govt transfers 16 officials
with immediate effect
Shimla (ANI): In a
major reshuffle, the
Himachal Pradesh
government has di-
rected the transfer
and posting of 16 of-
ficers which include
four IAS officers, four
IPS officers and eight
State Administrative
Service officers.
“On the recommen-
dations of the Civil
Services Board, the
Governor, Himachal
Pradesh, is pleased to
order the transfers
and postings of IPS of-
ficers, with immedi-
ate effect, in the pub-
lic interest”, the offi-
cial statement read.
The list included IPS
officers Gurdev
Chand, Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Sakshi Verma,
and Dr Monika.
The government
has also transferred
four IAS officers.
The government
has also posted 8 State
Administrative Ser-
vice officers.
According to an of-
ficial statement from
the state government,
Madan Kumar
(HPAS-2012) has been
posted as the Regis-
trar of the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
Cluster University in
the Mandi districts.
Vivek Mahajan
(HPAS-2012) is now
posted as Una dis-
trict’s Sub Divisional
officer (civil).
Jagan Thakur,
HPAS (2012), Sub Divi-
sional Officer (Civil),
Dalhousie, as Addi-
tional Director, Tour-
ism and Civil Aviation
of Himachal Pradesh,
Shimla, relieving Dr
Rakhee Singh, HPAS
(2016) of this addition-
al charge.
Anil Kumar Bhard-
waj, HPAS (2017),
presently under the
order of transfer as
Assistant Commis-
sioner (Protocol), Par-
wanoo, District Solan,
Himachal Pradesh, is
now posted as Sub Di-
visional Officer (Civ-
il), Dalhousie.
R-Day: BSF starts ‘Op Alert’
exercise along Pakistan border
Gandhinagar (ANI):
The BSF has launched a
seven-day ‘Ops Alert’ ex-
ercise along the India-
Pakistanborder,fromSir
Creek to Rann of Kutch
in Gujarat and Barmer
district of Rajasthan, to
thwart evil designs of
anti-nationalelementsto
disrupt the upcomng Re-
public day celebrations.
According to Gujarat
BSF, the ‘Ops Alert’ ex-
ercise began on Janu-
ary 21 and will continue
till January 28. “Ops
Alert exercise is being
carried out to thwart
any ill designs of anti-
national elements dur-
ing upcoming Republic
day celebrations,” the
BSF said in a statement.
During this exercise,
special operations in
forward and depth are-
as as well as Creeks and
Harami Nalla would be
carried out. Besides
validating various op-
erational procedures,
public outreach pro-
grammeshavealsobeen
planned during this pe-
riod, the BSF informed
further. The exercise on
the international bor-
der comes on the heels
of twin blasts that
rocked Jammu’s Narw-
al area on Saturday
.
After long search,
rogue elephant
tranquilised in Kerala
Punjabcopslaunchsearch
forgangsterLanda’saides
Chandigarh (PTI):
Punjab Police has
launched massive raids
on suspected hideouts
of persons linked with
gangster-turned-terror-
ist Lakhbir Singh alias
Landa. The simultane-
ous raids were conduct-
ed at the residential and
other premises linked
to Lakhbir landa of
Harike village of Tarn
Taran district, in all the
districts of Punjab in
the ongoing cases.
The operation was
aimed at disrupting the
nexus between terror-
ists, gangsters and drug
smugglers based in In-
dia and abroad, DGP
Gaurav Yadav said.
He said 334 persons
linked with Landa were
raided in a day-long op-
eration on Sunday by
142 parties of Punjab
Police involving about
800 police personnel.
Palakkad(PTI): A wild
elephant, which has
been wreaking havoc in
afewvillagesinKerala’s
Palakkad district for the
past two years, was tran-
quilised by a forest de-
partment team on Sun-
day morning. The ele-
phant, code-named Pal-
akkad Tusker-7 (PT-7),
roaming inside the for-
est at Dhoni and neigh-
bouring villages in the
districtwasfoundbythe
Rapid Response Team
after a search that went
on for several hours. A
team led by chief veteri-
nary surgeon, Dr Arun
Zachariah, tranquilised
the wild elephant
around 7 am. Excited
over the achievement of
the forest department’s
team,StateForestminis-
ter, A K Saseendran, re-
named PT-7 as ‘Dhoni’,
the village where the el-
ephant had hit hard.
BSF personnel patroling along the border.  —FILE PHOTO
SPECIAL FORCES OF
IAF TO BE PART OF
R-DAY PARADE
1st NASAL VACCINE
OUT ON R-DAY
NATIONAL PAINTING
EVENT TODAY
1st YOUTH20 MEET TO
BE HELD IN GUWAHATI
LORD KRISHNA’S ‘VIRAT SWAROOP’ TABLEAU
New Delhi (ANI): The
Garud Special Forces of
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
will be marching on the
Kartavya Path during this
year’s Republic Day parade
for the first time. Squadron
Leader PS Jaitawat will be
leading the Garud team as
part of the IAF contingent
and Squadron Leader Sindhu
Reddy will be the contingent
commander. India is all set to
showcase Special Forces and
made-in-India missile power
on the occasion. This year
would also see the first and
last participation by Indian
Navy’s spy plane IL 38 flying
over the Kartavya Path on
Republic Day this year.
Bhopal (ANI): Homegrown
vaccine maker Bharat Biotech
will launch its intranasal
COVID-19 vaccine iNCO-
VACC, the first of its kind
in India, on January 26, the
company’s chairman and
managing director Krishna
Ella said here on Saturday
while interacting with stu-
dents at the India Internation-
al Science Festival in Bhopal.
New Delhi (FIB): Ahead of
Pariksha Pe Charcha 2023,
a unique initiative to cope
up with examination stress
amongst students, a na-
tion-wide painting competition
will be held in 500 different
Kendriya Vidyalayas across
the country on Monday. The
day is observed as ‘Parakram
Diwas’, birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
New Delhi (ANI): On the
sidelines of the G20 summit,
the first meeting of Youth20
(Y20) will be held in Guwa-
hati from February 6-8, in a
run-up to the final Youth-20
Summit in August this year,
the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports informed on Sun-
day. “As India is hosting the
Youth20 (Y20) summit for
the first time on the sidelines
of the G20 summit, the first
meeting of the Y20 Group
shall be held in Guwahati
from 6th to 8th February
2023, the Ministry stated in
the release.
Chandigarh (PTI): International Gita Mahotsav is the theme
of Haryana’s tableau for this year’s Republic Day parade on
Kartavya Path and will depict a large “Virat Swaroop” statue
of Lord Krishna as described in the Bhagavad Gita, an official
said Sunday. Amit Agrawal, the additional principal secretary
to the chief minister, said the tableau will give the message of
the Bhagavad Gita and will also meticulously showcase various
scenes of the Mahabharata war.
PREZ TO CONFER
NAT’L AWARD TO 11
CHILDREN TODAY
2 MINOR BOYS HELD
FOR STABBING TEEN
TO DEATH IN DELHI
WOMAN SET ON FIRE
FOR RESISTING
‘RAPE’, SUCCUMBS
CHHATTISGARH:
THREE CHARRED TO
DEATH IN CAR
New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu on Mon-
day will confer the Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar (PMRBP) 2023
on 11 children for their
exceptional achievements.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will interact with the
awardees on Tuesday. Min-
ister of Women and Child
Development Smriti Zubin
Irani will also interact with
the children.
New Delhi: Two children
were apprehended for
allegedly stabbing an
18-year-old teen to death
in the Bhati Mines area.
Some locals informed
them on Saturday evening
that a man had been found
dead near Radha Krishna
Mandir of Sanjay Colony
in the Bhati Mines area. A
local police team reached
the spot and started a
preliminary inquiry after
taking custody of the body.
Hazaribag: The 23-year-old
woman, who was set on
fire for allegedly resisting
rape attempt, succumbed
to her burn injuries in a
Ranchi hospital on Sunday
morning, police said. The
woman had been doused
with petrol and set on fire
in her home in Jharkhand’s
Hazaribag allegedly by four
persons for resisting rape
attempt on the night of
January 7.
Bilaspur: Three persons
died after they were burnt
alive in a road accident af-
ter a car allegedly hit a tree
and caught fire. A probe
is underway to ascertain
the identity of the fourth
person who was present at
the accident site. The acci-
dent occurred on Saturday
when the passengers were
charred to death while
sitting in the vehicle. The
car burnt to ashes after
hitting a tree.
CRUCIAL READ
Chandigarh: In a joint operation by BSF and Punjab Police, a
drone carrying drugs was shot down near the India-Pakistan
international border in Amritsar
on Sunday. The unmanned aerial
vehicle carrying five kg of heroin
was shot down in Kakkar village.
“In a major breakthrough, Am-
ritsar police, in a joint operation
with BSF, have recovered a 6
wing drone after firing and bringing it down  seized 5 Kg
heroin from village Kakkar, which is 2 Km from International
border with Pakistan,” DGP Gaurav Yadav said in a tweet.
DRONE CARRYING HEROIN SHOT NEAR INDIA-
PAK BORDER IN AMRITSAR, 2 ARRESTED
Kerala’s Guruvayur temple has over 260 kg gold
Elephant ‘PT Seven’ in a cage, in Palakkad, Kerala on Sunday.
MAN KILLED BY
ELEPHANT IN
CHHATTISGARH
Ambikapur: A 32-year-
old man was killed by
an elephant in Surguja
district. Prakash Karketta
of Gadaghat village had
gone missing three days
ago after he set out for
his in-laws house and
his body was recovered
this morning from Bans-
badi area, Range Sanjay
Lakda said. “He was
trampled to death by an
elephant that has been
spotted in the area for
the past few days after
getting separated from
its herd,” he added.
Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu speaks to
media on the sidelines of a function.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Management
of famed
Guruvaur Sree
Krishna Temple
had earlier
refused to give
details due to
security reasons
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 57,210.00 00.00 0.00 (Per 10g)
SILVER 72,300.00 00.00 0.00 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 81.12 0.00 0.00
GBPINR 100.12 0.00 0.00
CURRENCIES
CNG REPLACES DIESEL AS FUEL ON BOATS
Varanasi (PTI): Noisy and
polluting boats on the Gan-
ga river are now plying on
environment-friendly CNG
as part of a plan to cut
noise and air pollution on
the holy river.
As many as 583 boats al-
ready have CNG engines
and plans are afoot to re-
place the entire fleet of
boats operating on banks
of the holy city of Varanasi
with environment-friendly
fuel, Oil Minister Hardeep
Puri said on Sunday
. These
boats are being supplied
CNG from India’s first
floating CNG station built
by GAIL at Namo Ghat.
“In July last year Prime
Minister had desired that
boats on holy Ganga should
be run on CNG. Against the
target of 500 boats, 583 have
already switched to CNG
and we are working to get
2,000 boats to convert,” he
said. To promote the fuel, a
race of CNG-run boats was
organised on banks of this
holy city
.
IN THE HOLY CITY OF VARANASI
PM MODI’S
VISION
z Oil Minister Hardeep Puri
said on Sunday said that
in July last year Prime
Minister had desired that
boats on holy Ganga
should be run on CNG.
Against the target of 500
boats, 583 have already
switched to CNG and we are
working to get 2,000 boats
to convert
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Four of the 10
most valued firms togeth-
er added `82,480.67
crore in market valuation
last week, with HDFC
Bank and Adani Total Gas
emerging as the top gain-
ers. While Infosys and
HDFC were the other
gainers, Reliance Indus-
tries, TCS, ICICI Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, SBI
and LIC faced erosion
from their market valua-
tion. Reliance Industries
remained the most valued
domestic firm, followed
by TCS, HDFC Bank, Info-
sys, ICICI Bank.  —PTI
FOUR OF TOP-10
COMPANIES ADD
`82,481 CR IN MCAP
New Delhi: As many as
343 infrastructure pro-
jects, each entailing an in-
vestment of `150 crore or
more, have been hit by
cost overruns of more
than `4.5 lakh crore, as
per an official report. Out
of 1,438 projects, 343 re-
ported cost overruns and
as many as 835 projects
were delayed. “Total origi-
nal cost of implementa-
tion of the 1438 projects
was `20,35,794.75 crore
and their anticipated com-
pletion cost is likely to be
`24,86,069.52 crore,
which reflects overall cost
overruns of `4,50,274.77
crore (22.12% of original
cost),” the ministry’s lat-
est report said.  —PTI
343 INFRA PROJECTS
SHOW COST OVERRUN
OF `4.5 LAKH CRORE
Mumbai: HDFC Life ex-
pects its margins to im-
prove further in the fourth
quarter, having already
neutralised the hit it had
taken from the merger of
Exide Life three quarters
earlier than expected. The
company closed the Dec
quarter with a new busi-
ness premium margin of
26.8%. Its FY22 VNB
margin stood at 27.4%
and the management is
confident of reaching
there or making a further
improvement as it closes
the current fiscal.  —PTI
HDFC LIFE SEES
BETTER MARGINS IN
FOURTH QUARTER
New Delhi: Foreign inves-
tors pulled out a net
amount of `15,236 crore
this month so far on at-
tractive Chinese markets
and concerns about the
US economy entering a
recession. However, FPIs
have turned buyers in the
last four trading sessions.
The outflow in the month
of January came follow-
ing a net inflow of
`11,119 crore in Decem-
ber and `36,239 crore in
November. According to
the data with the deposi-
tories, FPIs have made a
net withdrawal of `15,236
crore this month. —PTI
FPIs PULL OUT
`15,236 CR FROM
EQUITIES IN JANUARY
*Rates till the edition went to print.
=
=
=
=
HERO MOTOCORP
COMMENCES DELIVERY
OF VIDA V1 IN JAIPUR
New Delhi: Hero Moto-
Corp on Sunday said it has
commenced deliveries of
its electric
scooter VIDA
V1 in Jaipur
with plans to
introduce the
brand in many other locations
this year. The Co had earlier
commenced deliveries of the
model in Bengaluru. “We are
now gearing up to expand our
presence and further penetrate
the market. Deliveries will next
begin in Delhi,” Hero Moto-
Corp Head – EMBU said. —PTI
SEBI LAUNCHES INFO
DATABASE ON
MUNICIPAL BONDS
New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi has launched an informa-
tion database on municipal
bonds. As part
of efforts to
develop the
bond markets,
an outreach
programme on municipal
bonds and municipal finance
was organised by Sebi in the
national capital on January 20
and 21. Representatives from
various stakeholders, includ-
ing the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, participated
in the programme. —PTI
INDIA’S SMARTPHONE SHIPMENTS FALL 6% IN
2022, MODERATE GROWTH IN 2023
New Delhi: India’s smartphone shipments fell to 151.6 million
units in 2022, declining by 6% compared with 2021, a report has
shown. According to a Canalys report, Xiaomi was still the number
one vendor for the full year. Samsung
took the number one spot in the fourth
quarter (Q4) for the first time since Q3
2017, shipping 6.7 million units for a
market share of 21%. The second place
went to vivo, which shipped 6.4 million
units, mainly via offline channels.  —FIB
HEAD OF SPORTS BIKE MAKER KTM SAYS SCOPE
OF ELECTRIC MOBILITY ‘HIGHLY OVERRATED’
Pune: The head of Swiss sports bike maker KTM, which claims
to be the world’s No 1 premium motorbike brand and also sells
tens of hundreds of e-bikes in Europe, is not confident of the
capability of electric vehicles beyond a point and feels that
optimism on this front is “highly over-
rated”. KTM, which is primarily into
high-end racing bikes, has a 50.1:49.9
manufacturing JV with Bajaj Auto. It will
also be selling the electric model of the
resurrected iconic Chetak scooters from
the Bajaj stable in Europe from the first
quarter of 2024.  —PTI
OTHER STORIES
IN BUDGET 2023-24
Govtmaynotannounce
capitalinfusionforPSBs
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment is unlikely to an-
nounce capital infusion for
public sector banks (PSBs)
in the upcoming Budget as
their financial health has
improved significantly and
they are on track to earn a
combined profit of `1 lakh
crore, sources said.
Their capital adequacy
ratio is much above the
regulatory requirement
and varies between 14-20%.
To augment their resourc-
es,banksareraisinggrowth
funds from the market and
also by selling their non-
core assets, they added.
The government last pro-
vided capital support to
banks in 2021-22. It had ear-
marked `20,000 crore for
recapitalisation of PSBs
through supplementary de-
mands for grants.
The government infused
`3,10,997 crore to recapital-
ise banks during the last
five financial years i.E.,
from 2016-17 to 2020-21, out
of which `34,997 crore were
sourced through budgetary
allocation and `2,76,000
crore through issuance of
recapitalisation bonds to
these banks.
All the 12 public sector
banks earned a cumulative
profit of about `15,306
crore in the first quarter
which increased to `25,685
crore in the September
quarter. On a year-on-year
basis, the growth was 9%
in the first quarter while
it surged to 50% in the
second quarter.
During the second quar-
ter, SBI reported the high-
est-ever profit of `13,265
crore.
In the first half of FY23,
the cumulative net profit
of all PSBs increased by
32% to`40,991 crore.
TOP TALKING
POINTS
z The government last
provided capital support to
banks in 2021-22. It had
earmarked `20,000 crore
for recapitalisation of PSBs
through supplementary
demands for grants
z The government infused
`3,10,997 crore to recapitalise
banks during the last five
financial years i.E., from 2016-
17 to 2020-21
z FM Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to present the fifth
and final full Budget of the
Modi 2.0 govt on February 1
Government
schemes needed
for penetration of
EVs:TaMo ED
New Delhi (PTI): Support
provided by the govern-
ment to promote electric
and zero emission vehicles
through schemes such as
FAME II, need to be contin-
ued till penetration of such
automobiles crosses a par-
ticular threshold with a
good level of localisation,
according to Tata Motors
Executive Director Girish
Wagh.
There is also a case to
consider the extension of
the FAME II scheme, which
will come to an end next
year and include bigger
electric buses to avail of
subsidy, he said.
The government has
done a terrific job to pro-
mote, or more than pro-
mote I would say, ignite
electric vehicle or zero
emission vehicle demand.
Whether it is FAME phase
I, phase II, now PLI and
state level incentives, a lot
of policy measures, the
government has really
done a terrific job, he said.
Concessional Income
Tax regime expected in
Budget 2023-24: EY
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment is expected pro-
vide a more rationalised
TDS framework to reduce
the compliance burden for
taxpayers, besides a re-
vamped new concessional
tax regime by providing ad-
ditional benefits like stand-
ard deduction, EY said on
Sunday
.
The Budget wishlist of
EY also highlights that the
government should pro-
vide some respite to low-
and mid-income taxpayers
with annual income up to
Rs 20 lakh on the personal
income tax side.
Also, possibility of
'green' incentives to be in-
troduced such as tax ex-
emption to interest from
green bonds and rationali-
sation of capital gains
rates and holding periods
could be expected in the
Budget, to be unveiled in
Parliament on February 1.
With regard to Tax De-
ducted at Source (TDS),
the EY said that currently,
31 sections under the In-
come tax Act deal with dif-
ferent types of payments
to residents, where the
withholding tax rates vary
from 0.1 – 30%.
EY’s BUDGET
WISHLIST
z The Budget wishlist of EY
also highlights that the govt
should provide some respite
to low- and mid-income
taxpayers with annual
income up to `20 lakh on
the personal income tax side
z Also, possibility of ‘green’
incentives to be introduced
such as tax exemption to
interest from green bonds
Q3 earnings, global trends to guide market
New Delhi (PTI): Trading
in the equity market in the
holiday-shortened week
ahead will be largely guid-
ed by the ongoing quarterly
earnings, global trends and
foreign fund movement,
analysts said.
Dalal Street also may
face volatility amid month-
ly derivatives expiry, they
added.
This week will be a
shortened week because
the market will be closed
on Thursday in honour of
Republic Day; thus, the
January month FO expi-
ry is scheduled for Wednes-
day, which may cause mar-
ket volatility
.
Global cues are also
volatile and lack direction,
but any major swing in the
global market may also im-
pact our markets. FIIs' sell-
ing has slowed down in the
last few days following ag-
gressive selling in the first
half of this month, but in-
stitutional flows will re-
main crucial for the direc-
tion of the market. Q3
earning season is going on,
therefore stock and sector-
specific moves will contin-
ue, said Santosh Meena,
Head of Research, Swasti-
ka Investmart Ltd.
Adani Group to spin off
hydrogen biz by 2028
New Delhi (PTI): Billion-
aire Gautam Adani's group
plans to spin off businesses
like hydrogen, airports and
data centre between 2025
and 2028 after they achieve
a certain investment pro-
file, it's Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jugeshinder Singh
said.
Adani Enterprises Ltd,
which is looking to raise Rs
20,000 crore in a follow-on
share sale, is the business
incubator for the group.
Over the years, businesses
such as ports, power and
city gas were first incubat-
ed in AEL before being
spun off or demerged into
separate listed companies.
AEL currently houses
new businesses such as hy-
drogen, where the group
plans to invest $50 billion
over the next 10 years
across the value chain,
flourishing airport opera-
tions, mining, data centre
and roads and logistics.
The businesses have to
achieve a basic investment
profile and maturity before
being considered for a de-
merger. Between 2025 and
2028 we think these busi-
nesses can achieve the de-
sired levels for a demerger,
Singh said.
The group is looking to
become one of the lowest
cost producers of hydro-
gen — a fuel of the future
that has zero carbon foot-
print. It is also betting big
on its airport business
with an aim to become the
largest service base in the
country in the coming
years, outside of govern-
ment services.
INFLOW IN GOLD ETFs DROPS
BY 90 PER CENT IN 2022
New Delhi (PTI): Inflow in gold exchange traded funds
(ETFs) plunged by 90% to `459 crore in 2022 due to rising
prices of yellow metal, increasing interest rate structure
coupled with inflationary pres-
sures. This was way lower than
an inflow of `4,814 crore seen
during 2021. However, the asset
base of gold ETFs and investors'
account or folio numbers in-
creased in 2022 from the preced-
ing year. On the domestic front,
investors are preferring to in-
vest in equities over other asset classes with the segment
attracting an investment of `1.6 lakh crore in 2022, way
higher than `96,700 crore seen in the preceding year.
 


	9. There will be  a big revolution in
the country in ’24: Bawankule
Rahul, Raut will have to wait till 2047 to be politically relevant, he said
First India Bureau
Amravati: Thackeray
faction leader MP San-
jay Raut had praised
Rahul Gandhi when he
recently took part in
Congress’ Bharat Jodo
Yatra. After that San-
jay Raut was being
fiercely attacked by the
Shinde group. Howev-
er, now BJP state chief
- C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Bawankule-, who was
on Amravati tour on
Sunday, also attacked
MP Sanjay Raut, Con-
gress and Thackeray
faction.
Raut had glorified
Rahul Gandhi by say-
ing that if the public
wanted, Rahul Gandhi
would have to become
the Prime Minister in
2024. Talking about
this, Bawankule said
that for Raut’s words
to come true, they will
have to wait till 2047.
Targeting Rahul Gan-
dhi, Bawankule ex-
pressed confidence
that in the coming
year 2024, there will be
a big revolution in the
country.
MP Sanjay Raut had
claimed that the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, which
traveled from South In-
dia to North India, had
shaken the rulers.
Speaking on this,
Bawankule said that
Sanjay Raut and Rahul
Gandhi should stop
day dreaming as this
dream will not be ful-
filled till 2047.
M e a n w h i l e ,
Bawankule has also
criticized the Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi alli-
ance. “We have no say
on whether there will
be an alliance between
the Thackeray group
and the Vanchit, but
one thing is before eve-
ryone, Uddhav Thack-
eray could not retain
the MLAs of his own
party. I dont know what
is the point of forming
an alliance with Ud-
dhav’s faction,”
Bawankule said.
“If Uddhav Thack-
eray could not handle
the MLAs of his party,
then how would the
constituents be able to
handle the party. They
don’t have that ability.
Therefore, how will he
take care of the under-
privileged. Mahavikas
Aghadi is changing
color day by day and is
now on the verge of
collapse. They will not
get a candidate in the
next term,” Bawankule
said.
IAF sergeant
held for making
hoax bomb call
First India Bureau
New Delhi: An Indian
Air Force sergeant was
arrested for allegedly
making a hoax bomb
call to delay the depar-
ture of the Mumbai Ra-
jdhani Express from
New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion, police said. The
PCR command room
informed the police re-
garding the call at 4.48
pm on Saturday, they
said, adding that the
train was scheduled to
leave for Mumbai at 4.55
pm. No explosive was
found during a search
carried out by the Bomb
Disposal Squad of the
railways and the Rail-
way Protection Force.
“The mobile number
was tracked and it was
found that Sunil Sang-
wan (35), a sergeant in
the Indian Air Force
(IAF), made the call,”
Hareesh HP, Deputy
Commissioner of Po-
lice (Railways) said.
According to police,
Sangwan was sched-
uled to board the train
to go to his place of
posting at Air Force Sta-
tion in Santacruz,
Mumbai. He got late
and allegedly made the
call to delay the depar-
ture of the train from
Delhi.
Sena-Vanchit alliance today?
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Discussions
are going on about
when will the Thacker-
ay group and the
Vanchit form an alli-
ance. Prakash Ambed-
kar told the media that
relations with the
Thackeray group were
not compatible. How-
ever, there is news that
the alliance between
the Thackeray faction
and the Vanchit will be
announced today
.
Vanchit chief
Prakash Ambedkar has
barely commented on
the alliance talks with
the Thackeray group.
For the last two months,
the talks of the Thack-
eray faction-desired al-
liance have been going
on. Ambedkar hardly
said that our relations
are not friendly
, but now
the line is being crossed.
Ambedkar’s problem
is Mahavikas Aghadi.
Ambedkar wants to
have an alliance with
Thackeray, but Uddhav
Thackeray is a constitu-
ent of the Mahavikas
Aghadi. Therefore, even
if there is an alliance
between the Thackeray
group and the Vanchit,
the Vanchit will get
seats from the Thacker-
ay group’s share in the
seat allocation.
If we look at Ambed-
kar’s meetings in the
last few days, he also
met Uddhav Thackeray
and Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde. But he
has repeatedly said
that the alliance will be
with Thackeray only.
At the same time, he
criticized the Congress
party and NCP chief
Sharad Pawar.
Gift to residents: Raj conducts
bhumi pujan of housing society
Mumbai: The dream of
Bhattipada residents of
Bhandup is about to
come true. Following
the initiative of philan-
thropist and national
president of Samaj Vi-
kas Kranti Party Ashok
Singh, the Bhumi Pujan
ceremony of the local
Shree Shivshankar
Housing Society was
done by MNS chief Raj
Thackeray. Apart from
Ashok Singh, Nilesh
Gawad, and Yogesh
Sawant, partners of
Laxmi Developers, and
a large number of peo-
ple were present on the
occasion.
The building named
Laxmi Heights is being
constructed by Laxmi
Developers. Speaking
on the occasion, Ashok
Singh said that with the
construction of Laxmi
Heights, the people of
this place will get a lot
of facilities. The work
was held up due to sev-
eral constraints.
First India Bureau
Pune: BJP is trying to
win Kasba and Pimpri
Chinchwad assembly
constituencies unop-
posed, but Congress,
NCP and Shiv Sena
(Thackeray) have taken
the stance to give a good
fight to the saffron par-
ty
. Leader of the opposi-
tion Ajit Pawar spoke
on the matter and ex-
pressed the expectation
that other parties and
individuals who have
strength in Kasba and
Pimpri Chinchwad con-
stituencies, should sup-
port the MVA.
Pawar said, “A meet-
ing of Mahavikas Agha-
di will be held on Mon-
day or Tuesday regard-
ing the by-election of
both seats in Pune. In
this meeting, decision
will be taken by constit-
uent parties as well as
the allied parties. Activ-
ists and office bearers
in Pimpri have also
urged the party’s na-
tional president Sharad
Pawar to contest this
election. I am of the
clear opinion that Ma-
havikas Aghadi should
contest both of these
seats.”
NCP’ sRupali Patil
said, “We are going to
request Sharad Pawar,
Ajit Pawar, Supriya
Sule, and Jayant Patil to
contest this election.”
Mumbai: Indian Navy
is set to commission
the fifth Kalvari class
submarine Vagir on 23
Jan 2023. Admiral R
Hari Kumar, Chief of
the Naval Staff, will be
the Chief Guest for the
ceremony. These sub-
marines are being built
in India by the Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL) Mum-
bai, under collabora-
tion with M/s Naval
Group, France. Four of
the Kalvari class of
submarines have al-
ready been commis-
sioned into the Indian
Navy.
The erstwhile Vagir
was commissioned on
01 Nov 1973 and under-
took numerous opera-
tional missions includ-
ing deterrent patrols.
The submarine was
decommissioned on 07
Jan 2001 after serving
the nation for about
three decades.
Launchedandnamed
‘Vagir’ on 12 Nov 20, the
submarine in its new
avatar has the distinc-
tion of having the low-
est build time among
all indigenously manu-
factured submarines
till date. She undertook
her maiden sea sortie
in Feb 22, marking the
commencement of sea
trials and has gone
through a series of
comprehensive accept-
ance checks and, strin-
gent and demanding
sea trials prior being
commissioned.
The submarine was
delivered to Indian
Navy by M/s MDL on 20
Dec 22.
Submarine Vagir to be commissioned today
SECURING THE WATERS
Submarine Vagir
The erstwhile Vagir was first
commissioned on 01 Nov 1973 and
undertook numerous operational
missions including deterrent patrols
VAGIR-THESANDSHARK
Chandrashekhar Bawankule  —FILE PHOTO
‘Congress never wanted
Babasaheb to excel politically’
First India Bureau
Chandrapur: Ever
since the talks of an
alliance between
Vanchit Aghadi’s
Prakash Ambedkar,
Uddhav Thackeray
and the Congress par-
ty started, Prakash
Ambedkar has been
repeatedly advised by
the BJP regarding
the alliance. Now, for-
est minister Sudhir
Mungatiwar has ad-
vised Prakash
Ambedkar to remem-
ber Congress’ han-
dling of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and the
latter’s view on Con-
gress.
Speaking about
this, he said, “Con-
gress did injustice to
Babasaheb when he
had the power to lead
politically. Therefore,
Prakash Ambedkar
should pay attention
towards Congress.
Congress had misbe-
haved even while
awarding Bharat Rat-
na to Babasaheb.”
The forest minister
also reminded
Prakash Ambedkar
that Pandit Nehru
himself had contest-
ed the Bhandara Lok
Sabha election to de-
feat Babasaheb and
stressed that Con-
gress did not allow
Babasaheb to enter
the Parliament.
He has also re-
minded Prakash that
Congress had done
wrong even while giv-
ing Bharat Ratna to
Babasaheb. “Babasa-
heb Ambedkar was
repeatedly misquoted
by the Congress re-
garding these various
incidents,” Mungati-
war said.
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State getting bad name
due to Raut: Bapu
MVA hopes to dent BJP’s ‘hopes’
on Kasba and Pimpri seats
First India Bureau
Ahmednagar: Since
the handover of pow-
erinMaharashtrasix
months ago, Shinde
and Thackeray
groups have been at-
tacking each other
fiercely
. After the for-
mation of the Shinde-
Fadnavis govern-
ment, elections for
thegraduateconstitu-
ency have started.
Now, accusations are
being made during
the campaigning.
MLA Shahaji Bapu,
who went viral on so-
cial media due to the
conversation on
phone, has strongly
targeted the Thack-
eray group.
He also criticized
MP Sanjay Raut and
YashwantraoChavan.
Bapu said that Maha-
rashtra, which is run-
ning on the ideas of
YashwantraoChavan,
is getting muddy be-
cause of Sanjay Raut.
Therefore, the Thack-
eray-Shinde dispute
is likely to get more
heated. The develop-
ment race of the gov-
ernment under the
leadership of Shinde-
Fadnavis is going on
vigorously in the
state. The govern-
ment has not made
any mistakes regard-
ing development, and
the people of Maha-
rashtra are standing
behind Shinde-Fad-
navis because of this.
Although Shinde-
Fadnavisgovernment
came into existence
six months ago,
Thackeray group has
constantly been criti-
cizing the govern-
ment as unconstitu-
tional. That criticism
is being reacted to
equally strongly by
the Shinde group.
A few days ago, Su-
shma Andhare had
criticizedMLABapu.
Speaking on it, Bapu
said that there is no
need for Sushma
Andhare to wake up
Maharashtra. The
people of Maharash-
tra are with the Shin-
de-Fadnavis govern-
ment. However, he
refrained from talk-
ing about the alli-
ance, saying that
onlyPrakashAmbed-
kar can tell about
their and Thacker-
ay’s alliance.
Uddhav Thackeray Prakash Ambedkar
Sudhir Mungatiwar  —FILE PHOTO
Can you be comfortable being
uncomfortable? If yes, then you will
always have the ability to change for the
better, the discomfort only lasts for days.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
Centre’s agri policies moving
in direction set by UPA: Pawar
First India Bureau
Pune: NCP chief
Sharad Pawar on Sun-
day said agricultural
policies of Union gov-
ernment are a continu-
ation of direction in
which the ministry
moved when he was at
the helm.
Pawar said policies
that were taken at that
time are being imple-
mented on a large scale
by present (NDA) dis-
pensation.
Speaking on the side-
lines of an agricultural
expo in Baramati, he
said “80 to 90 per cent
decisions” on display
in the event were ones
that were taken under
the UPA government.
“It (agricultural pol-
icies) was supposed to
go in a particular di-
rection, we had decid-
ed (during UPA rule).
Today, steps being tak-
en are going in the
same direction, which
is a good thing,” he
said.
Pawar also said cur-
rent agricultural poli-
cies are not weak since
food grain production
was rising.
 


	10. The third day  of the multi-faceted and exuberant Jaipur
Literature Festival with its characteristic flavour,
substance and scale, bringing together writers, readers,
connoisseurs, influencers, and thinkers witnessed a
great footfall. City First highlights the glimpses!
n the month of Jan-
uary, when the icon-
ic Jaipur Literature
Festival arrives in
the city, Jaipur vi-
brates with exhila-
rating energy. The
city glows as the lit-
erary festival is celebrated
with its caravan of ideas
and inspiring sessions that
feature the best of thinkers,
writers, leaders and enter-
tainers. One gets to experi-
ence the best of this sumptu-
ous feast of ideas here.
JLF 2023 began the fourth
day with its customary
Morning Music, featuring fu-
sion band, Pangaea, comprising
composer-songwriter Mike Ho-
gan; tabla player Saptak;
and sitar player/flau-
tist Mayank, who per-
formed a soul-stirring
Indian classical piece.
‘The Museums That
Make Us’ featured Di-
rector of the Victo-
ria and Albert Mu-
seum Tristram
Hunt, Chief Secre-
tary, Government
of Rajasthan Usha
Sharma, British
sculptor An-
drew Logan,
archaeolo-
gist Richard
Blurton and head of culture
and learning programmes at
the British Library Jamie An-
drews in conversation with Man-
aging Director, Teamwork Arts and
Festival Producer Sanjoy K Roy
.
Leading financial historian Ed-
ward Chancellor, in conversation
with Member of the Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime Minis-
ter (EAC-PM) Sanjeev Sanyal, dis-
cussed interest rates and how
monetary policy is going
through many difficulties fol-
lowing not just the COVID cri-
sis but also the financial crisis
of 2007-8. During the conversa-
tion, the Chancellor drew
many instances from ancient
Mesopotamia and Greek phi-
losophers to give the audi-
ence an idea about the past in
the context of interest rates.
Author and philanthropist
Rohini Nilekani was in con-
versation with celebrated
journalist, author, and col-
umnist Vir Sanghvi dis-
cussing Nilekani’s ground-
breaking book Samaaj,
Sarkaar, Bazaar - A Citi-
zen-First Approach.
Concluding the day, the
Festival hosted an awe-in-
spiring Heritage Even-
ing at the historic Amber
Fort with a
magical per-
formance, in as-
sociation with ‘En-
gendered, Trans-na-
tional—arts and hu-
man rights’.
This was followed
by another per-
formance titled
– Shared
Dreams by ----
and George
Brooks.
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STEP OUT IN STYLE:
Top to bottom: Prerna and International Guest donning the boot look
FASHION BONANZA:
Clockwise: Diksha, Riya Chawla with Diva
—PHOTOS
BY
MUKESH
KIRADOO

SUNIL
SHARMA
SAY CHEESE:
(L-R) Payal Gautam,
Meenakshi Gautam,
Kajal Gautam and
Chhavie Gautam
Tripti Pandey during the session
‘FIRST EDITION: THE HALF EMPRESS’
JLF 2023
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