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	1. PRESSURE ON SUKESH  TO TAKE BACK COMPLAINTS
AGAINST AAP LEADERS, LAWYER TELLS REPORTERS
New Delhi (ANI): A
Delhi court on Tuesday
listed the matter for ar-
gument on behalf of
Sukesh Chandrashek-
har, accused by the ED
in a Rs 200-crore money
laundering case, on
January 6. Chan-
drashekhar’s advocate
Anant Malik told medi-
apersons that there is
pressure from Tihar jail
authorities on his client
to take back the com-
plaints and allegations
he made against the
Aam Aadmi Party
.
The court also al-
lowed the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to
take possession of 26
cars recovered from Su-
kesh Chandrashek-
har’s wife Leena Maria
Paul, who is also an ac-
cused in the case, dur-
ing the investigation.
In the initial argu-
ments, the Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor (SPP)
had argued that Rs 30
crore were utilised to
purchase these cars.
Additional Sessions
Judge Shailendra Ma-
lik of Patiala House
Court allowed the appli-
cation of the ED to take
into possession the 26
cars attached from Lee-
na Maria Paul’s farm-
house in Chennai. The
ED has alleged in the
plea that these cars
were purchased with
the proceeds of crime
in the matter and were
then attached during
the case investigation.
In a letter written to
Delhi LG VK Saxena,
Chandrashekhar al-
leged that he paid Rs 10
crore to incarcerated
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) minister Satyen-
dar Jain as ‘protection
money’ in Tihar Jail.
He also alleged in the
letter that a total
amount of Rs 50 crore
was paid to the AAP as
he was promised a Ra-
jya Sabha seat by the
party.
CONMAN PRODUCED IN COURT
Sukesh Chandrashekhar leaves Patiala House Court in New Delhi
on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Court allows ED to take
possession of 26 cars
attached from farmhouse
of Sukesh’s wife Leena
ORGANISATIONAL POLLS POSTPONED IN VIEW OF STATE AND LOK SABHA ELECTIONS
BJP MEETING LIKELY NEXT MONTH
TO ENDORSE NADDA’S EXTENSION
New Delhi (PTI): Akey
organisational meeting
of the BJP is likely to be
held in the national cap-
italnextmonthinwhich
the extension of party
president JP Nadda’s
tenure is expected to be
endorsed.
Party sources said
the BJP national execu-
tive will also deliberate
over the strategy for
the upcoming state as-
sembly polls and re-
view the ongoing or-
ganisational exercise.
However, a highlight
of the meeting will be
the postponement of
the organisational
polls in view of the
state elections and the
all important Lok Sab-
ha polls in 2024.
Thiswillleadtoanau-
tomatic extension in the
tenure of Nadda whose
three-year term will end
next month, as internal
elections in at least half
of the state units of the
party must be over be-
fore the process of elect-
ing the next national
president begins.
After the Lok Sabha
polls are over in April-
May 2024, the process
of internal polls will
begin. Nadda’s prede-
cessor and Home Min-
ister Amit Shah had
also got an extension to
spearhead the party’s
preparation for the
2019 Lok Sabha polls.
It was only after the
parliamentary elec-
tions were over that the
organisational polls
began and Nadda was
elected unopposed with
Shah joining the Union
Cabinet during Naren-
dra Modi’s second stint
as prime minister.
A seasoned organisa-
tional man who also
shares warm ties with
the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh leader-
ship and enjoys Modi’s
confidence, Nadda is
seen to have main-
tained the organisa-
tional momentum and
dynamism that the BJP
was infused with under
his predecessor.
Assembly polls will
held in a number of
states, including Kar-
nataka, Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Chhattis-
garh besides quite a
few in the North East,
before the Lok Sabha
elections. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and BJP National President JP
Nadda after the BJP Parliamentary party meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
UPROAR IN PARL OVER KHARGE’S ‘CHUHA’ TAUNT
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
‘Gaali’ politics hits sansad!
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: The row
over Cong chief Mall-
ikarjun Kharge intensi-
fied on Tuesday as the
BJP demanded an apol-
ogy from the grand old
party over indecent re-
marks made by its pres-
ident against the BJP.
Meanwhile, Kharge on
other hand refused to is-
sue an apology
. Further
maintaining his stand,
he reiterated that BJP
had no role in freedom
struggle. He hailed his
party leaders like Indira
Gandhi for sacrificing
themselves for nation 
questioned saffron par-
ty again over their role
in the freedom struggle.
l BJP ASKS KHARGE TO APOLOGIES FOR HIS REMARKS l CONGRESS
CHIEF MAINTAINS HIS STAND l DISRUPTION MARS DEBATE AGAIN
What I said during
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Alwar was politically
outside the House, not
inside. There is no need to discuss
that here. Secondly, I can still say
that they had no role in the freedom
struggle. They are ‘maafi maangne
waale log’...What role did you play.
—Mallikarjun Kharge, LoP
LoP Mallikarjun
Kharge gave an inde-
cent speech in Alwar.
The language used is
unfortunate. I condemn the manner
in which he used indecent language,
said baseless things and attempted
to present lies before the nation. I
demand an apology from him.
—Piyush Goyal, Union minister
KHARGE’S MOUSE REMARK PM MODI, CONG BOSS KHARGE ALL
SMILES OVER MILLET LUNCHEON!
Kharge on Monday during Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Rajasthan’s Alwar
alleged that the BJP government “talks
like a lion outside the country, but is
acting like a mouse within” as it is
unable to take on China for indulging in
incursions along border and is running
away from a debate on the issue in Parl.
‘WE ARE NOT KIDS’
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Tuesday stood up in the Rajya
Sabha to remind the members that “we are not children” as there was
chaos again in Parliament, this time over Congress Chief Mallikarjun
Kharge’s recent comment on the BJP and RSS’s “total lack of contribu-
tion” to the Independence struggle. “This kind of display of conduct
and behaviour gives us a very, very bad name,” Dhankhar said, “We are
setting a very bad example. People outside are disillusioned.”
z Winter Session
of the Parliament
likely to conclude
on December 23,
a week ahead of
schedule, sources
said on Tuesday
z FIR lodged
against UP Cong
leader Ajay Rai Rai
for his remarks
against Union min-
ister for women
and child develop-
ment Smriti Irani
z PT Usha is
named a new vice-
chairperson of RS,
this is first time a
nominated MP has
been designated
for this post
VP Jagdeep Dhankhar, PM Narendra Modi, LS Speaker Om Birla, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and LoP in RS Mallikarjun Kharge laugh  enjoy millet luncheon at the
Parliament House, in Delhi on Tuesday. Also seen here is Kailash Choudhary. More on P5
IN VIEW OF RISING COVID CASES ACROSS THE GLOBE...
Gear up genome sequencing:
Centre’s notice to States, UTs
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The Centre
on Tuesday directed
statestorampupgenome
sequencing as the sud-
den surge in Covid cases
in China, Japan, US, Ko-
rea and Brazil pose a
threat of looming fourth
wave of the pandemic.
Union health minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
willreviewthepandemic
situation on Wednesday
,
said official sources.
“Covid-19 still per-
sists around the world
with around 35 lakh
cases reported weekly”
Union Secretary for
Health Rajesh Bhushan
sounded alarm on the
surging cases of Covid
-19 globally. He reiter-
ated that all responsible
authorities contribute
in gearing up genome
sequencing process of
all Covid +ve samples.
Mandaviya to review
the situation today
60% OF CHINA MAY
GET INFECTED IN 3
MONTHS: EXPERT
Beijing: A top infec-
tious disease expert has
projected that more than
60% of China’s population
is likely to be infected by
the coronavirus in next 3
months  witness millions
of Covid-related deaths.
“Thermonuclear bad -
Hospitals completely over-
whelmed in China ever
since restrictions dropped.
Epidemiologist estimate
60% of China and 10%
of Earth’s population
likely infected over next 90
days,” said epidemiologist
and health economist Eric
Feigl-Ding on Tuesday.
Bhutto slams `2
crore bounty on
his head for anti
Modi remark
YouTube channels busted
in fake news crackdown
New Delhi (FIB): Paki-
stan foreign minister Bil-
awal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday lashed out at
BJP after its party leader
allegedly announced
`2-crore bounty on his
head over objectionable
remarksherecentlymade
against PM Narendra
Modi. Zardari doubled
down on his “butcher of
Gujarat” comment
againstPMModiandsaid
his remarks were based
on “historical fact”, but
the BJP was interpreting
it as a “personal insult”.
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Three You-
Tube channels with a to-
talof 33lakhsubscribers
have been busted for
spreading fake news
about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief
Justice of India DY
Chandrachud and key
institutions, the centre
said on Tuesday
.
The YouTube chan-
nels are News Head-
lines, Sarkari Update
and Aaj Tak Live. A gov-
ernment statement said
that the probe against
these three channels
was conducted by the
fact-check unit of PIB,
the government’s nodal
agency to disseminate
information.
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Ludhiana: 2 workers died and 4 others were injured in an explosion that
rocked a steel factory in Doraha, Ludhiana district Tuesday, police said. The
blast was reported at Great India Steel company on Rampur road. “We are
checking if there was any negligence on the part of the unit owners,” said DSP.
COURT SEEKS
ED’S RESPONSE
TO JACQUELINE’S
PLEA TO VISIT MOM
New Delhi: A Delhi court on Tuesday sought a
response from ED to a plea by actor Jacqueline
Fernandez, accused in a `200 cr money laundering
case also involving alleged conman Sukesh, seeking
permission to travel to Bahrain to visit her mother.
2 WORKERS DEAD, 4 INJURED IN BLAST AT LUDHIANA
PIB’s Fact-check
unit found several
videos spreading
misinfo about PM
Modi and the CJI
PAY `97 CRORE FOR
MISUSE OF GOVT
FUNDS: LG TO AAP
New Delhi: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena on Tuesday
directed the CS to recover
`97 crore from AAP for
political advertisements it
published as government
ads. AAP further said that
Delhi LG has no power to
pass the orders directing
the Chief Secretary.
THREE LASHKAR-E-TAIBA MILITANTS KILLED
IN ENCOUNTER IN JK’S SHOPIAN REGION
Shopian: Three Lashkar-e-Taiba militants were killed in an
encounter with the security forces in the Shopian district
in south Kashmir on Tuesday. “Among 03 neutralised local
militants, 02 identified as Lateef Lone of Shopian, involved in
killing of a Kashmiri Pandit Shri Purana Krishna Bhat  Umer
Nazir of Anantnag, involved in killing of Till Bahadur Thapa of
Nepal. 01 AK 47 rifle  2 pistols recovered,” the police said.
FIFTH SUBMARINE
OF PROJECT 75
DELIVERED TO NAVY
New Delhi: The fifth
submarine of Project 75 to
build Kalvari class diesel-
electric attack submarines,
Yard 11879, which when
commissioned will be
christened INS Vagir, was
delivered to Indian Navy
Tuesday. These are being
made at Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd, Mumbai.
CRUCIAL READ
LIONEL MESSI
SEEN EMBRACING
FIFA WC TROPHY
WHILE SLEEPING
New Delhi: Lionel Messi shared on Tuesday in an
Instagram post in which he could be seen sleeping in
his room at the AFA complex next to golden trophy, his
post has garnered over 23 million likes. He has shared
a series of pictures with trophy in course of victory.
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Court seeks ED’s response to
Jacqueline’s Bahrain visit plea
Accused in money laundering case, actor seeks to visit mom from Dec 23-Jan 5
First India Bureau
New Delhi: A court
here on Tuesday sought
a response from the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) to a plea by actor
Jacqueline Fernandez
seeking permission to
travel to Bahrain to visit
her mother.
Fernandez is an ac-
cused in a Rs 200-crore
money laundering case
that also involves al-
leged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar,
SpecialJudgeShailen-
dra Malik issued notice
to the probe agency re-
turnable by December
22 when it will hear the
fresh plea of Fernandez,
who wants to visit Bah-
rain from December 23
to January 5.
Fernandez, who ap-
pearedbeforethespecial
court on Tuesday, was
earlier permitted by
Delhi High Court on
May31thisyeartotravel
abroad for the IIFA
awards subject to cer-
tain conditions.
The HC had then re-
jected the ED’s appeal
against a trial court or-
der permitting her to
visit abroad.
The hearing in the
main money laundering
case has now been ad-
journed to January 6.
The court on Tuesday
directed the ED to take
possession of 26 cars
linked to Sukesh and his
actor wife Leena Maria.
The agency alleged in
the court that the vehi-
cles were purchased
from the proceeds of
crimeSukesh was also
produced before the
court from jail.
The court had on No-
vember 15 granted regu-
lar bail to the actress
who has not been arrest-
ed in the case yet. It had
on August 31 taken cog-
nizance of a supplemen-
tary charge sheet filed
by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate and asked Fer-
nandez to appear before
the court.
Fernandez, who was
summoned by the En-
forcement Directorate
several times in connec-
tion with the investiga-
tion, was named as an
accusedforthefirsttime
in the supplementary
charge sheet. The ED’s
earlier charge sheet and
a supplementary charge
sheet did not mention
her as an accused.
Jailed conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar leaves Patiala House
Court after appearing in the Rs 200-crore money laundering
case, in New Delhi on Tuesday. (L) Jacqueline Fernandez arrives
at the Patiala House Court on Tuesday.  —PHOTOS BY ANI
Why aren’t you removing
‘defamatory’ tweets on
Gahlot? HC asks BJP MLA
New Delhi (PTI): The
Delhi High Court Tues-
day asked BJP MLA Vi-
jender Gupta why he
was not removing the
alleged defamatory
tweets he made against
Delhi Transport Minis-
ter Kailash Gahlot
claiming irregularities
in procurement of 1,000
low floor buses by the
Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC).
A bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and
TalwantSinghaskedthe
counsel for Gupta to
take instructions from
his client about whether
he still wants to keep the
tweets or remove them.
“Why don’t you re-
move the tweets, your
purpose has been
achieved. What you
wanted to do has been
achieved. The question
is why should these
tweets remain? Are you
getting any comments
on it now? Please get in-
structions on this. Your
purpose has been
served,” the bench told
the counsel for Gupta.
Gupta’s counsel said
he will return with the
instructions at the next
hearing.
The HC, hearing an
appeal by the AAP lead-
er against a single judge
order declining to grant
him interim relief on
his defamation lawsuit
against Gupta, listed the
matter for further pro-
ceedings on January 16.
NOTICE TO FACEBOOK
The court also issued notice to Facebook, which
is a party in the matter, and asked Gahlot’s
counsel to file process fees to enable the notice
to be served to the social media platform. Gahlot
had approached the high court in 2021 with his
civil defamation lawsuit against Gupta and sought
Rs 5 crore in damages from the BJP leader for
making “scandalous” statements alleging ir-
regularities in the procurement of 1,000 low floor
buses by the DTC.
Vijender Gupta Kailash Gahlot
First India Bureau
Gurugram: The fire-
place (angithi) inside
the room might be the
cause behind the death
of a man and a woman
in a club here, according
to the doctor who con-
ducted the autopsy on
the two.
The brother of the
club owner, Sanjeev
Joshi, aged 50 years and
a woman companion
Ankita, 30, were found
dead, while two other
women were found un-
conscious inside a cabin
in a DLF Phase III club
on Sunday
.
The doctor said a
cocktail of carbon mon-
oxide (from the angithi)
and liquor might have
led to the deaths. The
police had suspected the
deaths were caused by
smoke from a brazier or
some heater inside the
club.
The body of Sanjeev
was handed over to his
family after the post
mortem, while the fam-
ily of Ankita, was yet to
come from Odisha.
Her post mortem will
be conducted on
Wednesday, Dr Deepak
Mathur, a member of
the board of doctors
which conducted the
post mortem, said.
“The other two vic-
tims of suffocation are
still being treated and
one of them is out of
danger now. Both are
sisters and are from Ut-
tar Pradesh,” Vikas
Kaushik,ACP
,DLF,said.
The two sisters are 25
and 23 years old, with
the older one working as
a sales executive and the
younger one as a nurse
at a private hospital’s of-
fice, he said.
According to the po-
lice, the four had gone to
Knite Ryder club to cel-
ebrate the birthday of
one of the sisters the
nurse. The cabin, where
they had gathered
around 2 am on Monday
,
had no ventilation. Due
to the cold, an angithi’
-- a type of stove -- was
lit, they said.
Because Sanjeev
Joshi was the brother of
the club’s owner Rajan
Joshi, members of the
staff did not disturb or
check on them, and left
for their homes, police
had earlier said.
On Monday, around 5
pm, when the club was
being cleaned, the staff
found that the room was
filled with smoke and
informed the club’s
owner, they had said.
The owner helped
rush all four to a private
hospital where Sanjeev
Joshi, his brother, and
the woman were de-
clared brought dead.
The nurse and her sis-
ter were well known to
SanjeevJoshi,whileAn-
kitahadreportedlybeen
meeting him for the first
time, police said.
Suffocation from ‘angithi’ likely cause of deaths at Gurugram club
FATAL SMOKE
lll
On Monday,
around 5 pm,
when the club
was being
cleaned, the
staff found that
the room was
filled with smoke
and informed
the club’s owner
The club where the incident took place.
Imams protest
over ‘pending
salaries’
New Delhi (PTI): Sev-
eral Imams of mosques
affiliated to Delhi Waqf
Board on Tuesday pro-
tested near CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s residence
here, alleging that their
salaries were pending
for the past few months.
An Imam said they
have gathered to make
theirvoicesheardbythe
governmentauthorities.
Lastweek,Imamsand
muezzins of the
mosques affiliated to
Delhi Waqf Board had
threatened protest.
2 transgender
persons jailed
for molesting
women in ’19
Gurugram (PTI): A
court here on Monday
sentenced two transgen-
der people to three and a
half years of imprison-
ment for molesting and
assaulting two women
in 2019.
The court of Addi-
tional District and Ses-
sions Judge Rahul Bish-
noi also imposed a fine
of Rs 50,000 on the two
convicts.
It said the term of im-
prisonment shall be ex-
tended if the convicts
fail to pay the fine.
The FIR was regis-
tered on July 21 in 2019
at the Sector-56 police
station when the two
women working with
private companies ap-
proachedthepolicewith
their complaint.
“The incident took
place on July 20 when
we were at our home.
Two people knocked the
door and when I opened
it, both the eunuchs for-
cibly entered and mo-
lested and misbehaved
with me and my friend.
Whenweprotested,they
thrashed us and ran
away”, one of the wom-
ensaidinhercomplaint.
Court takes cognisance of ED
complaint naming Mahandru
New Delhi (PTI): A
court here on Tuesday
took cognisance of the
Enforcement Directo-
rate’s first charge sheet,
naming liquor business-
man Sameer Mahand-
ru and four companies,
in the Delhi Excise poli-
cy case.
Thecourttooknoteof
ED’s complaint, equiva-
lent to a charge sheet,
against Mahandru, cur-
rently in jail, and four
companies -- Khao Gali
Restaurants Pvt. Ltd.,
Bubbly Beverages Pvt.
Ltd., Indo Spirits, and
Indospirit Distribution
Ltd. -- allegedly related
to, or owned by him.
Special Judge MK
Nagpal directed to pro-
duce Mahandru before
the court on January 5.
EXCISE POLICY
Govt hosps have to treat non-Delhi patients: HC
First India Bureau
New Delhi: All citizens
irrespective of their
place of residence have
to be given treatment by
the government hospi-
tals in the city, Delhi
HighCourtsaidonTues-
day
. It also said the hos-
pitals cannot insist on
voter ID card of the pa-
tient seeking treatment.
Hearing a petition by
a Bihar resident who al-
leged the city govern-
ment-run Lok Nayak
Hospital provided free
MRI test facility only to
residents of Delhi, Jus-
tice Prathiba M Singh
said hospitals cannot
deny treatment to those
coming from outside.
The Delhi govern-
ment assured there was
nodiscriminationbythe
hospital on the basis of
a patient’s place of resi-
dence as alleged by the
petitioner.
“They (hospital) can’t
insist on voter ID here .
For hospitals, either
AIIMS or any other hos-
pital in Delhi, you can-
not stop citizens from
outside coming (and
seeking treatment),” the
court said.
“A perusal of the
judgement of this court
makes it very clear that
insofar as health treat-
ment is concerned, the
treatment has to be pro-
vided to all citizens
without any considera-
tion as to their place of
residence,” added the
court.
Government counsel
Satyakam said there
wasnothingonrecordto
show that the petitioner
was asked to furnish his
voter ID, adding the
datesforMRIweregiven
asperthestatusof avail-
ability
.
He also said the MRI
scan of the petitioner’s
leftkneewillalsobecon-
ducted. The court took
on record the stand of
the Delhi government
and directed that the pe-
titioner’s MRI shall be
conducted on December
26 at 11 am.
Lok Nayak Government Hospital, New Delhi.
Family feud: Footwear shop owner
hangs self in home at Lahori Gate
New Delhi (PTI): A
40-year-old man alleged-
ly hanged himself from
a ceiling fan inside his
house in Lahori Gate
area, police said on
Tuesday
.
According to police,
they got information on
Monday and rushed to
the Farash Khana home
of themanwherehewas
found hanging from a
strip of cloth.
Theman,identifiedas
Ashif Mumtaj, lived on
the second floor of a
building in the Lahori
Gate area, said Deputy
Commissioner of Po-
lice (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi.
Wasim, Mumtaj’s
brother, told police that
his brother Ashif
Mumtajhadgotmarried
about eight years ago
and had two children.
Mumtaj used to run a
footwear shop in Wa-
zirabad, the DCP said.
According to police,
Wasim said that his
brother was going
through some trouble in
his marriage and it was
decidedinafamilymeet-
ing on Saturday that he
and his wife will now
live separately
.
The matter has been
booked under section
174 CrPC and is being
probed, police said.
Acid used in attack was sold
by Agra-based firm: Flipkart
New Delhi (PTI):
E-commerce company
Flipkart has informed
the Delhi Police that the
acid, which was used by
two persons to attack a
17-year-old girl here,
was sold by an Agra-
based firm, officials
said on Monday
.
The company re-
sponded to a notice is-
sued to it last week, a
police officer said.
In response, Flipkart
said the acid was sold
by an Agra-based firm,
the officer said, adding
that a police team will
go to the Uttar Pradesh
city and further investi-
gate the matter.
The acid was bought
for Rs 600, police said.
Two masked men on
a bike flung acid on a
girl minutes after she
had left her west Delhi
home for school on De-
cember 14, leaving her
with serious injuries.
Three people -- prime
accused Sachin Arora
and his two friends Har-
shit Aggarwal (19) and
Virender Singh (22) --
have been arrested.
Police on Thursday
had issued a notice to
Flipkart after it was
found the acid was pur-
chased from the its site.
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DENSE FOG AFFECTS ROAD TRAFFIC, TRAINS
Long exposure to fog can cause wheezing, coughing and shortness of breath; it can also lead to eye irritation or infection: IMD
New Delhi (PTI):
Dense to very dense fog
engulfed the Indo-
Gangetic plains, includ-
ing Delhi, for the sec-
ond morning on the trot
on Tuesday, lowering
visibility to 50 metres in
the city and affecting
road traffic and train
movement. Flight op-
erations, however, were
unaffected, an airport
official said.
According to the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), very
dense fog is when visi-
bility is between 0 and
50 metres.
The Met office had on
Monday forecast that
the Indo-Gangetic
plains may see “dense
to very dense” fog over
the next five days.
Visibility dropped to
50 metres at the Palam
and Safdarjung air-
ports between 5:30 am
and 7 am, an IMD offi-
cial said.
The IMD also issued
an advisory for difficult
driving conditions on
highways, some colli-
sions and tripping of
power lines.
The weather depart-
ment said long expo-
sures to fog can cause
wheezing, coughing
and shortness of breath
in people having asth-
ma bronchitis.
It suggested that trav-
ellers carry items like
water and medicine on
long journeys.
The fog in Noida Tuesday morning.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Hisar (PTI): Two po-
lice vehicles, which
were part of Haryana
Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala’s
cavalcade, met with an
accident on the Hisar-
Sirsa Highway, police
said on Tuesday
. A bod-
yguard sustained inju-
ries.
They said all others,
including Chautala,
were safe.
The deputy chief
minister was travelling
from Hisar to Sirsa on
Monday night when the
accident took place due
to dense fog, the police
said.
New Delhi: The Sadar-
jung Observatory, the
p r i m a r y
w e a t h e r
station in
Delhi, re-
corded a
minimum
temperature of 6.3 de-
grees Celsius, two
notches below normal.
The maximum temper-
ature is likely to settle
around 22 degrees Cel-
sius.
The minimum and
maximum tempera-
tures are likely to drop
to five degrees Celsius
and 20 degrees Celsius
in the next few days.
Noida (PTI): One
person died and 24
were injured on
Tuesday when a bus
collided with a truck
amid low visibility
due to dense fog on
the Yamuna Express-
way in Greater Noi-
da, police said.
The accident took
place around 6.30 am
The bus was headed
for Delhi from Chha-
tarpur district in
Madhya Pradesh,
Deputy Commission-
er of Police (Greater
Noida) Abhishek
Verma said.
32 trains cancelled due to poor visibility UP stops buses at night after accidents
New Delhi (ANI): On
Tuesday, 32 trains were
cancelled in Moradabad
and several trains were
running late by a few
hours due to poor visi-
bility induced by fog.
According to CPRO
Northern Railway,
Bhagalpur-Anand Vi-
har VikramShalla and
Barauni-New Delhi spe-
cial were running late
by five hours. Rajen-
dranagar-New Delhi
Rajdhani and Rajen-
dranagar-New Delhi
Sampoorna Kranti
were late by 3 hours.
Hetram Singh, CRS
Moradabad Railway
Station, said, “More
than 32 trains have been
cancelled by railways
due to poor visibility
induced by fog in Mo-
radabad. The fog was
very dense till 10:30 am
on Tuesday
.”
New Delhi (PTI):
Dense fog caused sev-
eral accidents, leaving
two dead and 40 injured
in Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, and forcing a
change in school tim-
ings in Punjab.
In Bulandshahr, a
truck driver was killed
and six people were in-
jured in a pile-up in-
volving several vehicles
on the Bulandshahr-
Aligarh road in Arnia.
In Kaushambi, Nitish
(25) was travelling with
his friend on a motorcy-
cle when their two-
wheeler hit a stationary
truck on the Prayagraj-
Kanpur road around
9am due to low visibili-
ty
. Nitish died in the ac-
cident while his friend
was referred to SRN
Hospital in Prayagraj
in critical condition.
Eight people were in-
jured in Sitapur when
their van hit a station-
ary truck due to low vis-
ibility, police said, and
four passengers were
grievously injured.
Taking note of the ac-
cidents, the UP govern-
ment on Tuesday even-
ing stopped plying of
state roadways buses at
night. “An order has
been issued in this re-
gard to regional manag-
ers of the corporation,”
Transport Minister
Dayashankar Singh
told reporters.
Police vehicles
in Dy CM’s
convoy collide
Mercury likely
to drop to 5C in
next few days
One dead, 24 injured as
bus hits truck in Gr Noida
Locals attend to the injured at the site.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Train commuters in New Delhi on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Accident on the Bulandshahr-
Aligarh road on Tuesday.
LOW VISIBILITY
PROCEDURES IN
PLACE AT AIRPORT
New Delhi (ANI):
The Indira Gandhi
International Airport
in Delhi has started
following Low Vis-
ibility Procedures
(LVP) to ensure safe
operations during
the prevailing dense
foggy conditions. An
airport official said
flight operations were
not affected as Low
Visibility Procedures
(LVP) were in place
for around 10 hours
till 10.30 am on
Tuesday.
New Delhi (PTI): A
30-year-old man was ar-
rested from Gwalior for
allegedly impersonat-
ing an IPS officer on
social media to cheat
people, mostly women,
police said on Monday
.
The accused has been
identified as Vikas Gau-
tam, a Class 8 dropout.
He is a resident of Ga-
walior, they said.
Gautam got obsessed
with IAS/IPS aspirants
who were taking coach-
ing in Mukherjee Na-
gar, where he was sell-
ing tea. He then posed
as IPS officer Vikas Ya-
dav on social media
platforms and started
cheating people.
The accused has
duped over 50 people of
more than Rs 14 lakh.
He also used his fake
identity to get work
done in different de-
partments in lieu of
monetary favours, po-
lice said.
Deputy Commission-
er of Police (Outer)
Harendra Kumar Singh
said that Gautam
worked at a hotel in
Mukherjee Nagar in
front of a coaching in-
stitute for civil services
and came in contact
with many aspirants.
After the UPSC results
in 2020, Gautam
changed his Instagram
profile name to ‘Vi-
kashyadav_ips’ and
posted the ‘list of candi-
dates selected’ on his
Instagram profile, de-
claring his selection
into UPSC, police said.
Gautam then came in
contact with many
high-profile persons
through that fake ID
and presently has 19,700
followers. He contacted
people pretending to be
under-trainee IPS offic-
er and influenced them
to get their work done
and started taking mon-
ey from them.
Tea seller impersonates IPS officer, cons many
@MUKHERJEE NAGAR
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Vikas Gautam, a
Class 8 dropout,
got obsessed
with IAS/IPS
aspirants who
were taking
coaching in
Mukherjee
Nagar, where he
was selling tea
Jeevan Prakash Sharma
New Delhi: At least 28
people from Tamil
Nadu were made to
stand at different plat-
forms of the New Delhi
Railway Station every
day for eight hours for a
month to count the ar-
rival and departure of
trains and their coach-
es, unaware they were
victims of an employ-
ment scam.
They had been told
that this was part of
their training for posi-
tions of travel ticket
examiner (TTE), traffic
assistants and clerks,
and each of them paid
amounts between Rs 2
lakh and Rs 24 lakh to
get the jobs in the Rail-
ways, according to a
complaint filed with the
Delhi Police’s Econom-
ic Offences Wing.
For the one-month
training which took
place between June and
July, the victims were
duped of Rs 2.67 crore
by a group of fraud-
sters, according to the
complaint lodged by
78-year-old M Sub-
busamy
.
Subbusamy, an ex-
serviceman, had put the
victims in touch with
the alleged fraudsters,
but he has claimed that
he was unaware that
the entire thing was a
scam and he too had
fallen for their trap.
“Each candidate paid
money ranging from Rs
2 lakh to Rs 24 lakh to
Subbusamy who fur-
ther paid these to a per-
son named Vikas Rana.
Rana posed as a deputy
director in the North-
ern Railway office in
Delhi,” 25-year-old
Snethil Kumar, a victim
from Madurai, said.
Speaking to PTI over
the phone from his
hometown in Virudhu-
nagar district in Tamil
Nadu, Subbusamy said,
“Since my retirement, I
have been helping un-
employed youths of our
locality to find a suita-
ble job without any
monetary interest.”
In the FIR, he has al-
leged that he met a per-
son named Sivaraman,
a resident of Coim-
batore, in Delhi. Sivara-
man claimed to be close
to MPs and ministers
and offered to facilitate
employment in the rail-
ways in lieu of mone-
tary gains.
Subbusamy further
alleged that Sivaraman
asked him to come to
Delhi along with job
seekers. “Initially, I
came with three job
seekers and when the
news of their job train-
ing spread in their vil-
lages in and around Ma-
durai, 25 more candi-
dates joined in,” Sub-
busamy said.
Victims say that Rana
always used to meet
them outside for collec-
tion of money and nev-
er took them inside any
Railway building.
Job seekers made to count trains at New
Delhi station, duped of over `2.5 crore
At least 28
people from
Tamil Nadu were
made to stand at
platforms every
day for eight
hours for a
month
Victims of the fraud thought they were undergoing training.
The accused has duped more than 50 people.
Boy held for 2
robberies in 3
days at same
Def Col house
New Delhi (PTI): A ju-
venile was apprehend-
ed for allegedly break-
ing into the same house
in south Delhi’s Defence
Colony area twice in
three days, police said
on Tuesday
.
On December 11, De-
fence Colony resident
Aman Raj Khanna had
reported a theft in his
house the previous
night. He had reported
stolen one iPad, a few
mobile phones, some
antique coins, a pair of
headphones, a few other
electronic items, and
around Rs 12,000 cash, a
police officer said.
Only two days later,
someone broke into his
house again, but this
time Khanna woke up,
raised an alarm, and
forced the thieves to flee
-- but not without an-
other mobile phone.
Delhi govt campaign
against open burning
New Delhi (ANI): The
Delhi government on
Tuesday announced a
special campaign
against open burning to
curb pollution. Envi-
ronment Minister Go-
pal Rai directed offi-
cials to run ‘Anti Open
Burning Special Cam-
paign’ for the next 10
days. For this cam-
paign, 611 teams of the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, MCD, Rev-
enue, Irrigation and
Flood Control Depart-
ment and other depart-
ments will take action
on the ground.
The Environment
Minister appealed to all
the agencies and Resi-
dent Welfare Associa-
tions (RWA) of Delhi to
provide heaters to the
employees and guards
on night duty
.
In a statement, Gopal
Rai said, “These 611
teams will work togeth-
er day and night.”
611 teams of officials will take action against open burning.
Winter power demand
can touch record high
New Delhi (PTI): The
national capital’s peak
power demand this win-
ter can go up to a record
5,500 MW, officials said
on Tuesday
.
The power demand
peaked at 5,104 MW last
year and 5,021 MW in
2020. The peak winter
power demand in BRPL
and BYPL discom areas
reached 2,140 MW and
1,122 MW, respectively,
during the last winter.
This year, Delhi’s
peak power demand
during winter can go up
to 5,500 MW. It is expect-
ed to reach 2,289 MW
and 1,159 MW for BRPL
and BYPL respectively,
a BSES spokesperson
said.
He said BSES dis-
coms are geared to en-
sure adequate power
availability for its
around 47 lakh consum-
ers (around two crore
residents) during the
winter months.
BSES discoms will
also bank surplus pow-
er with other states,
which need additional
power during the win-
ter months.
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Best wishes  to all the jawans on the
foundation day of Sashastra Seema
Bal. To keep the borders of the country
intact, there has been a golden history of
courage, bravery and supreme sacrifice of
the soldiers of @SSB_INDIA. The bravery,
passion and dedication of the soldiers
of Sashastra Seema Bal is a source of
inspiration for the whole country.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Magical #Millets for lunch at the
Parliament. Tiny in size but ‘Mighty’ in
nutrients and health. I appeal to everyone
to include the goodness of millets in
their daily diet. Let us also take every
opportunity to enhance awareness about
this magical super food. #IYM2023
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Being deeply learned and
skilled, being well trained
and using well-spoken
words: this is good luck.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
BILAWAL, MARRI
SHOWED THE
TRUE CHARACTER
OF PAKISTAN
akistan won’t change
its stripes was made
clear by its Foreign
Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari with
his harsh, unwarranted and
“uncivilised” comments against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at a UN meeting. The External
Affairs Ministry said that Bhut-
to’s comments “mark a new low
even for Pakistan”. After India’s
strong retaliation, Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party leader Shazia Marri
threatened, “India should not
forget that Pakistan has an atom
bomb. Our nuclear status is not
meant to remain silent. We will
not back down if the need aris-
es.” This war-mongering was
totally unexpected but is in tune
with Pakistan’s true character.
Before pointing at India, Paki-
stan should recall its own record
in East Pakistan (now Bangla-
desh) which seceded after years
of atrocities and human rights
violations. As for Marri’s threat
of a nuclear war it is her naivety
that has been exposed. Marri
forgot the historic surrender by
the Pakistan army in Dhaka and
former Prime Minister Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto promised to fight a
1000-year war with India.
TOP TWEETS
P
ihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Ku-
mar’s prohibition
policy is far from
successful but he
is not the one to backtrack.
With a thriving black-market
his social reform idea is get-
ting defeated. The demand of
alcohol lovers is being clan-
destinely met, albeit at a
price. Those who do not have
access to proper liquor go in
for its spurious version,
which is easily available but
has more often turned out to
be a lethal potion. According
to a report, the state wit-
nessed over 200 hooch deaths
between 2016 and 2021 and
there is a rise in prohibition-
linked corruption. At the
same time the prohibition
policy has led to a sharp fall
in the state’s revenue.
Nitish Kumar would do
well to take a lesson from his
counterpart in Uttar Pradesh
- Yogi Adityanath. The reve-
nue from excise in UP has
been constantly rising over
the years. In 2019 the excise
revenue jumped 38 percent to
Rs 24,000 crore under a new
excise policy which made on-
line bidding mandatory to
get rid of cartels. Its excise
policy for 2021-22 envisages
making safe country-liquor
available to those who love it.
The government expects a
jump of Rs 6,000 crore in ex-
cise revenue, a significant
amount for the state.
It is not that hooch deaths
have not taken place in UP
under BJP rule but the gov-
ernment has taken swift and
effective action to keep hooch
makers in check. With coun-
try-made and foreign-made
liquor easily available there
is no corruption, which also
does a lot of good. Bihar
should persist with prohibi-
tion only if it has other reve-
nue-generating sources.
PROHIBITION PAIN
IN NITISH’S BIHAR
Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar’s prohibition
policy is far from
successful but he is
not the one to
backtrack. With a
thriving black-market his
social reform idea is
getting defeated. The
demand of alcohol lovers
is being clandestinely
met, albeit at a price
B
AMID CHILL, POLITICAL
‘BONFIRES’ KEEP HEAT ON…
inter has finally set in with all
the festivals and fairs being
inaugurated. But amid the
goodwill gestures and the
comfortable settings, politics
is continuing unabated albeit
in a veiled manner. While we
look back to see what all hap-
pened in the political arena, it
isnowallquietontherajneeti
front… as 2022 almost comes
to an end. This year ended on
apoliticalhighwiththreema-
jor elections being held… the
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elections
and the Delhi MCD polls.
THE OUTCOME IS
KNOWN TO ONE AND
ALL. NOW IT’S ALP-
VIRAM AS THEY SAY…
In 2023, five states will go to
polls and before that the po-
litical lull is much-required.
We take a look at how despite
the festive season and chill
around, the embers of the po-
litical yagna keep ticking…
In the past one week, the
28th edition of Kolkata Inter-
national Film Festival was
inauguratedinKolkatawhere
inaverygenericway
,dignitar-
iesexpressedthemselves.Also
in Parliament, the Mahua
Moitra and Nirmala Sithara-
man verbal chit-chat generat-
ed some heat in this winter.
WE SHALL FOLLOW THE
BYTES AT BOTH THE
OCCASIONS…
Speaking during the inaugu-
ration of the Kolkata Interna-
tional Film Festival at the
Netaji indoor Stadium, West
Bengal Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee, on Decem-
ber 15 asserted that the state
always fights for humanity,
unity and integrity and does
not bow down to anyone on
these issues. She went on to
say
, “Bengal has been fighting
for unity
, humanity
, diversity
and integrity. This struggle
will go on,” she said.
What was indirectly seen
as a precursor to the pre-re-
leasebashof hisfilmPathaan,
Shah Rukh Khan was also
present at the Kolkata Inter-
national Film Festival. Dur-
ing his speech at the event,
SRK, who is eagerly anticipat-
ing the release of Pathaan,
touched upon the negative
impacts of social media and
the negative energy that
spreads in society through
social media platforms. Since
the release of Pathaan’s song
“Besharam Rang,” the
hashtag “Boycott Pathaan”
has been trending on Twitter.
People on social media are
criticising SRK and Deepika
Padukone’s green and saffron
costumes in the song.
Without referencing
Pathaan, Shah Rukh talked
about the “narrowness of
view” on social media and
even questioned those with a
pessimistic outlook. “Cinema
and advent of articulation
through social media plat-
forms have now become the
foremost expression of hu-
man emotions and experi-
ence. The collective narrative
of our times is shaped by so-
cial media and contrary to the
belief thatthespreadof social
media will affect the cinema
negatively, I believe cinema
has an even more important
role to play now.” SRK said.
Moreover, while respond-
ing to the ‘#BoycottPathaan’
trend against his film, SRK
said, “I have no objection in
saying that whatever the
world says, I, you and all pos-
itive people are (Zinda Hai)
alive.” His final ‘zinda hain,’
conveyed in the style of his
Pathaan character, drew ap-
plause from the huge crowd
gathered there.
HEAT ON IN
PARLIAMENT
To keep the Winter session of
Parliament warm and politi-
cally relevant, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman had Wednesday
slammed the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) led West Bengal
government and said that it
is not about whose hands the
‘matchbox’ is but how it is
used. While hitting back at
TMC’s Mahua Moitra’s re-
marks in Parliament, Sithar-
aman said that the central
government used ‘matchbox’
to bring light to the lives of
people, whereas in Bengal, it
was used for arson.
Smarting under Mahua
Moitra’s attack on the Cen-
tre, Sitharaman hit back, say-
ing “maachis” of people’s
mandate given to Mamata
Banerjee’s party led to arson
and loot in the state post elec-
tion victory
.
“Recently, the BJP had a
fantastic victory in Gujarat.
Post-election, the elected gov-
ernment came to power
peacefully and was sworn-in.
Now, compare it with what
happened in West Bengal,
post-elections. Now, who used
the matchbox and how, is the
question,” Sitharaman said.
“Whenwehadtheso-called
matchbox, we gave Ujjwala
Yojana, Ujala, PM Kisan,
launched Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan, but when you (TMC)
got the matchbox, there was
arson, rape, violence in Ben-
gal post elections. Houses of
BJP workers were set ablaze.
A central minister was at-
tacked,” she added.
Earlier, known for her fiery
speeches, Moitra had heavily
criticised the government for
its assertions of economic
progress. The choice of her
words, jibe and the scathing
attack was backed by data
and included the taunt “Who
is Pappu now”. The counter-
point by the Finance Minister
was equably loquacious, hit-
ting back to “Search Pappu in
her backyard”.
The Opposition lashed out
at the government pointing
to its effort to obtain gross
supplementary expenditure
for the 2022-23 grants worth
around Rs 4.36 lakh crores
for the current fiscal. The ad-
ditional requirements in-
clude net cash outgo aggre-
gating to over Rs 3.25 lakh
crores and gross additional
expenditure, matched by en-
hanced receipts aggregating
to over Rs 1.10 lakh crores.
However, before the action
starts in 2023, politicians
seemingly will all take a
break as we all hope that San-
ta Claus will have enough
gifts for all… especially for
the ones who remained de-
prived in 2022 and for those
who were robbed of their
rights in 2022.
Merry Christmas to All!
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
W
The Opposition lashed out
at the government pointing
to its effort to obtain gross
supplementary expenditure
for the 2022-23 grants
worth around `4.36 lakh
crores for the current fiscal.
The additional requirements
include net cash outgo
aggregating to over `3.25
lakh crores and gross
additional expenditure,
matched by enhanced
receipts aggregating to
over `1.10 lakh crores
To keep the Winter session of Parl warm and
politically relevant, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had on Wednesday slammed
TMC led WB govt and said that it is not about whose
hands the ‘matchbox’ is but how it is used. While hitting
back at TMC’s Mahua Moitra’s remarks in Parl, Sitharaman
said that Centre used ‘matchbox’ to bring light to the lives
of people, whereas in Bengal, it was used for arson
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Mumbai: Jio starts its
True 5G services in Ker-
ala by launching its 5G
services in Kochi City
and Guruvayur Temple
premises. The Honour-
able Chief Minister of
Kerala, Pinarayi Vijay-
an launched Jio True 5G
and Jio True 5G Pow-
ered Wi-Fi services to-
day, digitally from
Trivandrum, for an
event organised in
Kochi.Jiodemonstrated
the immersive benefits
of 5G in the field of
healthcare, through Jio
Community Clinic med-
ical kit, and the revolu-
tionary AR-VR device,
JioGlass.Thesebenefits
will bring transforma-
tional changes in the
livesof peopleinKerala.
Speaking at the event,
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vi-
jayansaid“Iamhappyto
launch Jio’s True 5G ser-
vices in Kerala. 5G ser-
vices in the long run will
bring transformational
benefits for people of
Kerala. Jio has invested
over Rs.6000 crores for
deploying the 5G net-
work in Kerala and this
showstheircommitment
towards our State. They
will be launching 5G ser-
vices in Trivandrum by
this month end.”
CM Vijayan inaugurates Jio True 5G
JIO TRUE 5G IN KERALA
lll
Trivandrum will
be followed by
Thrissur,
Kozhikode and
Malappuram by
Jan 2023. By
Dec 2023 every
tehsil and taluk of
Kerala will have
Jio’s 5G services
Make popularising millets ‘Jan
Andolan’: PM Modi to BJP MPs
New Delhi (PTI): Good
health associated with
millets and sports took
centre stage in Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s address at the
BJP parliamentary par-
tymeetinghereonTues-
day as he asked MPs to
promote them and even
joined lawmakers for a
special millet lunch.
Making millets,
grown by most small
farmers in the country,
popular amounts to
serving the country,
Modi told BJP MPs, ac-
cording to Union minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi who
briefed reporters.
This should be made
a “jan andolan” (peo-
ple’s movement), Joshi
said while quoting the
prime minister.
PM Modi noted that
the UN has declared
2023 as the Internation-
al Year of Millets on his
government’s request
as he called for making
the bouquet of grains
high on nutrition a pop-
ular choice of food for
people.
With tens of thou-
sands of foreign dele-
gates expected to attend
a large number of meet-
ings associated with the
G-20, now being chaired
by India, Modi said mil-
lets will be on the menu.
At a special millet lunch, PM asks the Parliamentarians to promote these foodgrains
VP Jagdeep Dhankhar with PM Narendra Modi, LS Speaker Om Birla, Oppn leader in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge and Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar (back) during the millet
luncheon, at Parliament House, in New Delhi on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Modi, fellow MPs
enjoy millet lunch
in Parliament
New Delhi (ANI): PM
NarendraModionTues-
day, along with fellow
Membersof Parliament,
enjoyed a lunch hosted
by agriculture minister
Narendra Tomar to
mark Millet Year 2023.
The PM was present
at the event for nearly
40 minutes. Sitting
alongside PM Narendra
Modi while having the
meal were agriculture
minister Narendra
Tomar, defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankar and
ex-PM HD Devegowda.
“We prepared delica-
cies including Roti and
sweetsmadeoutof Jwar
bajra and ragi. I was de-
lighted that the Prime
Minister really enjoyed
his meal here,” Minister
of State for agriculture
ShobhaKarandlajesaid.
PM MODI, NADDA ATTEND BJP PARLIAMENTARY PARTY MEET
New Delhi: The BJP par-
liamentary party meeting
began with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, other top
BJP leaders and party
MPs participating, in the
national capital. Prominent
party leaders included
national president JP
Nadda, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi,
Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal and V Muraleed-
haran. Gujarat BJP chief CR
Paatil organised a dinner to
celebrate the party’s biggest
victory in the recently held
assembly polls in the state.
BJPParliamentarians
seekPrezruleinBihar
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): BJP MPs from
Bihar on Tuesday
raised the issue of
deaths due to con-
sumption of spurious
liquor in the state in
Lok Sabha, seeking
imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule there.
BJP MP and former
Union minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad
claimed during Zero
Hour that post-mor-
tem of those who have
died after consuming
spurious liquor in Bi-
har’s Chhapra, has
not been done.
This, the lawmaker
from Patna Sahib
said, was a violation
of human rights.
Prasad demanded
that the teams of Na-
tional Human Rights
Commission and Na-
tional Commission
for Protection of
Child Rights should
visit Chhapra as
many of the dead are
minors.
Amid protests by
JDU members, BJP
MP from Maharajganj
Janardan Singh Sigri-
wal and LJP MP from
Jamui Chirag Paswan
alleged that the Bihar
government is trying
to hide facts about the
tragedy
.
Paswan said that
the tally of Chhapra
hooch tragedy has
been rising on a daily
basis and the state
governmenthasfailed
to take action against
the perpetrators. He
demanded imposition
of President’s rule in
the state.
Both Bihar BJP
MPs and JDU mem-
bers raised slogans
against each other in
Lok Sabha.
More than 70 per-
sons have died in
Chhapra hooch trag-
edy. The JDU-RJD-
Congress Grand Alli-
ance government is in
power in Bihar.
Bihar Assembly Oppn leader Vijay Kumar Sinha with Leader
of the Opposition in Legislative Council Samrat Chaudhary at
a presser, in Patna on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
HOOCH TRAGEDY
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan at the launch of Jio True 5G services.
Mizoram CM expands his
Cabinet, inducts 1 new face
Aizawl: Mizoram CM
Zoramthanga on Tues-
day expanded his cabi-
net by inducting a fresh
face and elevating three
ministers to the Cabi-
net rank.
Governor Hari Babu
Kambhampati adminis-
tered the oaths of office
and secrecy to K. Lal-
rinliana, Lalchhan-
dama Ralte, Lalruatki-
ma and Lalrinawma.
Lalrinawma, who re-
signed as Deputy Speak-
er of Mizoram Assem-
bly last week, is the new
inductee while the
three other ministers
were Ministers of State
earlier. Chief Minister,
Deputy Chief Minister
Tawnluia, their cabinet
colleagues, Mizoram
Assembly Speaker Lal-
rinliana Sailo, a host of
dignitaries and senior
officials were present.
Mizoram CM Zoramthanga with the ministers on Tuesday.
IN THE COURTYARD
PARSA COAL BLOCK: SC REFUSES TO STAY
MINING PROJECT IN HASDEO ARANYA
New Delhi: The Supreme Court has refused to stay a coal
mining project operated by the Adani Group and owned
by Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited, in the
biodiversity-rich Hasdeo forests in Chhattisgarh, saying
it will not come in the way of development. The area has
witnessed protracted protests by the native tribal commu-
nities over environmental concerns and the impact mining
activities could have on tribal rights. A bench made it clear
that pending petitions challenging land acquisition for Parsa
coal block in Hasdeo Aranya forest area shall not be treated
as any kind of restriction against coal mining activities.
UTTAR PRADESH COURT ACQUITS BJP MP IN
29-YEAR-OLD ATTEMPT TO MURDER CASE
Gonda: A local MP-MLA court here has acquitted BJP
MP from Kaiserganj Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and
three others in a 29-year-old case in which they were
accused of attempting to murder former Uttar Pradesh
minister Vinod Kumar Singh. According to the prosecu-
tion, four assailants opened fire on Vinod Kumar Singh,
also known as Pandit Singh, on December 24, 1993
outside his house in the Nawabganj area here. The police
filed a charge sheet after registering a case against the
BJP MP, and his associates Gyan Singh, Deep Narayan
Yadav and Devdutt Singh.
SC REJECTS UP’S
PLEA WITH `1L COST
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has rebuked the UP
govt over an inordinate
delay of 1,173 days in filing
a petition against a judge-
ment of the Allahabad High
Court and that too with “in-
correct particulars”, saying
a State litigation cannot be
taken “so casually”. While
rejecting the plea with a
cost of Rs 1 lakh, the apex
court said it has no doubt
that such matters are filed
in a “cursory manner” so
the petitions are dismissed.
“COPS NOT NEEDED TO
DO MORAL POLICING”
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has upheld the
CISF’s decision to remove
a constable from service
after he was found guilty
of demanding physical
favour from a couple.
The SC order came in
an appeal filed by the
CISF against a Gujarat
High Court order that a
constable named Santosh
Kumar Pandey, who was
dismissed from service
for misconduct, should be
reinstated.
It’s not same Cong, now
it is Italian Cong: BJP
New Delhi (PTI): The
BJP claimed on Tuesday
that the current Con-
gress is not the “origi-
nal” one but “Italian
Congress” as it hit back
at the opposition party
on its president Mall-
ikarjun Kharge’s jibe
that while his party
helped the country get
independence,theruling
party did not lose even a
“dog” for the nation.
ParliamentaryAffairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
expressed his party’s
strong condemnation of
Kharge’s comments and
claimed that the opposi-
tion party was wrong in
claiming the legacy of
the freedom movement
asMahatmaGandhihad
said after independence
thattheCongressshould
be disbanded.
Pressure mounts
on BJP to expand
K’taka cabinet
Bengaluru (Agencies):
The pressure is mount-
ing on the ruling BJP in
Karnataka to expand
the cabinet ahead of the
Assembly elections
which is less than four
months away. Senior
leaders, Ramesh Jarki-
holi and K.S. Eshwarap-
pa, have stayed away
from the ongoing 10-day
winter session being
held in Belagavi Suvar-
na Vidhana Soudha.
MP Minister
retaliates to
Congress MLA
Gwalior (ANI): MP
Minister Usha Thakur
has retaliated to Con-
gress MLA Arif Masood
forhisSaraswatiShishu
Mandir remark. Late
Monday, Thakur said,
“There is no objection,
get the Shishu Mandir
checked. Shishu Man-
dir gives an intense ini-
tiation to patriotism
and Sanatan culture. It
was hours after, Masood
said that the govt should
clarify “which litera-
ture had been found
wrong and where” fol-
lowing order of scruti-
ny of madrasas.
Not aware if Cong rebels were
promised positions: CT Ravi
Panaji: Stating that he
is not aware whether
any posts were prom-
ised to eight rebel Con-
gress MLAs, BJP’s Goa
desk in-charge CT Ravi
on Tuesday said that the
CM, not him, has the
power to reshuffle cabi-
net. He was addressing
the media after attend-
ing the core committee
meeting of the BJP,
here. “You are asking
the right question to the
wrong person about re-
shuffle. I am not aware
if they (8 MLAs who
joined BJP) were prom-
ised any post while join-
ing BJP
,” Ravi said.
OPPOSITION IN GOA DEMANDS
RELAXATION IN BAN ON LOUD MUSIC
Panaji: Goa’s Leader of
Opposition Yuri Alemao
on Tuesday demanded
relaxation in the ban on
loud music during festi-
vals in the coastal state.
“Authorities harass our
local traditional organisers
but give full liberty to for-
eigners for rave parties,”
Alemao alleged. Obeying
the High Court’s direction,
Goa police have started to
act against those playing
loud music after 10 p.m.
Thus the weddings and
other cultural programs
are stopped after 10 p.m.
Cong stages walkout
in Gujarat Assembly
Gandhinagar (Agen-
cies): Congress MLAs
staged walkout from the
Gujarat Assembly in
protest on Tuesday.
They alleged that the
ruling party was abus-
ing power, not following
the procedures and
snatching away the
rights of the opposition
members. Senior Con-
gress leader Arjun
Modhwadia while ad-
dressing the media
said, “It is unfortunate
that on the first day of
the Assembly session,
we have to stage a walk-
out in protest.”
The Congress MLAs staging a
walkout on Tuesday.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi speaks to media.
Rahul Gandhi to interact with farmers in
Haryana today, says Jairam Ramesh
Alwar (FIB): The Con-
gress general secretary,
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Jairam Ramesh on
Tuesday said that Rahul
Gandhi will have inter-
actions with ex-service-
men in Haryana on
Wednesday and with
farmers and farmers’
organisations on Friday
.
Gandhi, with other
leaders and party sup-
porters, will reach Del-
hi on December 24 for a
nine-day break.
During this, ‘Bharat
Yatris’ will go home in
their respective states,
including Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Andhra, Assam
and Manipur, and near-
ly 70 containers that are
moving with the yatra
will go for maintenance
and for making neces-
sary arrangements in
theminviewof thecold.
Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh.  —FILE PHOTO
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Srinagar (PTI): Three
Lashkar-e-Toiba terror-
ists were killed in an
encounter with securi-
ty forces in Shopian dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir on Tuesday,
police said.
Additional Director
General of Police, Kash-
mir zone, Vijay Kumar
said two of the three
slain terrorists have
been identified and
were involved in civil-
ian killings.
He said one of the
slain ultra was Lateef
Lone, who was alleged-
ly involved in killing of
Kashmiri Pandit Puran
Krishan Bhat, while the
other terrorist was
identified as Umer Na-
zir, who was involved in
killing of Till Bahadur
Thapa of Nepal.
Giving details of the
encounter, a police offi-
cial said security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation at
Munjh Marg in Zaina-
pora area of Shopian
following information
about presence of ter-
rorists.
The search operation
turned into an encoun-
ter, the official said,
adding three LeT ultras
were killed in the ex-
change of fire with the
security forces.
Encounter in Shopian, 3
Lashkar terrorists killed
Security forces during an encounter with militants at Shopian
district on Tuesday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
New Delhi (ANI): The
Home Affairs Ministry
(MHA) on Tuesday said
the Govt of India has
not enumerated the
caste-wise population
other than Scheduled
Caste (SC) and Sched-
uled Tribes (ST) in Cen-
sus since independence.
Members of Parlia-
ment have asked ques-
tions on the present
status of the proposed
2021 Census and asked
whether the Govt is
considering to conduct
caste and sub-caste in-
cluding the synonyms-
based census in the pro-
posed census.
Responding to the
questions, Minister of
State (Home Affairs)
Nityanand Rai said that
the intent of the Gov-
ernment to conduct
Census 2021 was noti-
fied in the Gazette of
India on March 28, 2019.
“Due to the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Census 2021
and the related field ac-
tivities have been post-
poned until further or-
ders,” he said.
On being asked the
details of the funds like-
ly to be spent on the pro-
posed census, he said
that the Government
has approved Rs 8754.23
crore for the exercise of
Census of India 2021.
Mumbai (Agencies):
In a major boost to the
defence capabilities of
India, the fifth subma-
rine of Project – 75,
INS Vagir, was deliv-
ered to the Indian Navy
on Tuesday. It is a
Kalvari class subma-
rine of Project 75, Yard
11879. Project 75 in-
cludes the indigenous
construction of six
submarines of Scor-
pene design. INS Vagir
will be soon commis-
sioned into the Indian
Navy. It was launched
in November 2020 from
MDL. Sea trials were
commenced in Febru-
ary this year. Before,
INS Vagir, four subma-
rines constructed un-
der Project-75 awre al-
ready in service.
Guwahati (ANI): The
All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF) on
Tuesday walked out
from the Assam assem-
bly on the first day of its
winter session. As per
AIUDF MLA Aminul Is-
lam, the Opposition AI-
UDF staged a walkout
after the Speaker of the
assembly refused to al-
low their demands seek-
ing discussion on the
eviction drive in vari-
ous places in the state.
“AIUDF walked out
from the Assam assem-
bly after the Speaker did
not allow our demand to
discuss on the issue of
eviction drive by the
state government in var-
ious places of the state,”
Aminul Islam said.
Notably, the winter
session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly
began on Tuesday for
five days. In the session,
more than 20 bills are
likely to be presented.
“It will be a session of 5
days. More than 20 bills
are going to be present-
ed in the Assembly,”
State Minister Pijush
Hazarika said.
980 dancers selected for Grand Finale of Nat’l competition
New Delhi: Ministry
of Culture organised
two-day National Level
Competition (Grand Fi-
nale) of the Vande
Bharatam Nritya Utsav
2023. The first day of
the competition was
held at Jawahar Lal
Nehru Stadium, here
on Monday
. The compe-
tition was organised on
Tuesday and 980 danc-
ers have been selected
for taking part in the
National Level Compe-
tition (Grand Finale).
The Grand Finale
also featured a special
function in the evening
which was graced by the
august presence of
Speaker, Lok Sabha Om
Birla; Union Minister
for Culture, Tourism
and North Eastern Re-
gion GK Reddy; Minis-
ter of State for Culture
and Parliamentary af-
fairs Arjun Ram Megh-
wal; Minister of state
for Culture and Exter-
nal Affairs Meenakashi
Lekhi and Minister of
state for Defence Ajay
Bhatt.
500 dancers chosen
from the finalists would
perform a grand cultur-
al show during the Re-
public Day 2023 on the
theme of ‘Nari Shakti’.
For this purpose a crea-
tive team of renowned
choreographers, com-
posers, writers and cre-
ative designers have
been engaged to concep-
tualise a seamless cul-
tural show. Vande
Bharatam Nritya Utsav
is the dance competi-
tion event being organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Culture and Ministry of
Defence.
VANDE BHARATAM NRITYA UTSAV 2023
500 dancers out
of the finalists
would perform
a grand cultural
show during
the Republic
Day 2023 on
the theme of
‘Nari Shakti’ Two dancers Shradha and Aditi during a performance.
CRUCIAL READ
TELANGANA GIRL
MARRIES HER
‘KIDNAPPER’
PROBE ON AS BRIDGE
BUILT OVER RIVER IN
BIHAR COLLAPSES
BRS MLA APPEARS
BEFORE ED FOR
SECOND DAY
Hyderabad: The kidnap-
ping of a 18-year-old girl
from Telangana’s Rajan-
na Sircilla district took
a twist with the girl now
releasing a video of her
marriage with the boy-
friend who “kidnapped”
her. Shamili stated that
she was not kidnapped
but at her request, her
boyfriend Gnaneswar
took her from home as
her parents were trying
to marry her off to some
other man.
Begusarai: An inqui-
ry has been ordered
into the collapse of a
yet-to-be-inaugurated
bridge in Begusarai
district of Bihar, an
official said on Tuesday.
The bridge built over the
Burhi Gandak river col-
lapsed in the early hours
of Sunday bringing the
spotlight on sub-stan-
dard construction works
in the state, he said. The
bridge had developed
cracks a few days earlier.
Hyderabad: BRS MLA
Pilot Rohith Reddy ap-
peared before the En-
forcement Directorate
(ED) for a second day
on Tuesday. The MLA,
who was questioned
for about six hours on
Monday in connection
with the alleged mon-
ey laundering probe,
told reporters, After
coming out of ED
office, that there was
still no clarity about
the case in which he
was summoned.
COURTESY MEET!
Google CEO Sundar Pichai calls on EAM Jaishankar on courtesy call. They discussed India’s
digital transformation and global strategic developments.
Eviction issue: Assam
Opposition stages
walkout from Assembly
Assam State Assembly in Guwahati.  —FILE PHOTO
INS Vagir submarine delivered to Navy
It is a Kalvari class submarine
of Project 75, Yard 11879.
New Delhi (ANI): The
NIA has filed a charge
sheet against five per-
sons in a case linked to
radicalization and re-
cruitment of youth into
the Communist Party
of India (Maoist).
The NIA filed
chargesheet before a spe-
cial court at Vijayawada
in Andhra Pradesh
against the five accused
— Dongari Devendra,
Dubasi Swapna and
ChukkaShilpa-formoti-
vating Radha to join the
Chaitanya Mahila Sang-
ham (CMS) and subse-
quently radicalized and
recruited her to the pro-
scribedorganization,CPI
(Maoist), under the lead-
ership of underground
Maoists, RK (since de-
ceased)UdayandAruna.
The probe so far re-
vealed that the accused
had indeed attracted
gullible young girls to
the organization, CMS,
undertheguiseof social
work and depending on
their dedication to the
organization, such girls
would be identified and
sent to the proscribed
organization, CPI (Mao-
ist), the NIA said.
Recruitment of
Maoist cadres:
Chargesheet
filed against 5
GoI has not enumerated caste-wise population other than
SCs and STs in Census since Independence: Ministry in Parl
People confident that Modi govt will recover land lost
to China in 1962 war: BJP MP Prataprao Patil in LS
WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT
HAVEN’TENUMERATEDCASTECENSUS:MHA
BJP MP BRIJ LAL MOVES ZERO-HOUR NOTICE IN
RAJYA SABHA TO DISCUSS RPG ATTACK IN PUNJAB
New Delhi (ANI): Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
Brij Lal gave Zero Hour notice in the Upper House
of Parliament to discuss the Rocket-Propelled
Grenade (RPG) attack in Punjab. A low-intensity
blast was reported at the Tarn Taran Police Sanjha
Kendra in Punjab on December 9, which the police
said was a Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) attack.
It also said that they have registered a case under
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. In the
case, the Punjab Police on December 16 informed
that they have arrested six persons, including two
juveniles, for RPG attack at Police Station Sarhali
building in Tarn Taran.
OUT OF OVER 18 LAKH GRIEVANCES, AS MANY AS
15,68,097 REDRESSED IN 2022: CENTRE TO PARLIAMENT
ED PROBING 87 MONEY LAUNDERING CASES AGAINST
MPs, MLAs  MLCs IN LAST 5 YEARS: MoS CHAUDHARY
New Delhi: A total of 18,19,104 grievances were received by
all Ministries and Departments of which 15,68,097 PG cases
were redressed in 2022, Ministry of Personnel, Public Griev-
ances  Pensions stated on Tuesday. Of these 11,29,642 cases
were disposed of by the Central Ministries and 4,38,455 cases
were disposed by the States and UTs, the ministry said in a
statement. According to the ministry, the average disposal time
of Central Ministries and Departments has improved from 32
days in 2021 to 27 days in 2022. As many as 1,71,509 appeals
were received of which over 80 per cent were disposed of.
Over 57,000 grievances have received the rating of “excellent
and very good” from the citizens in the feedback conducted by
the BSNL call centre during July-November.
New Delhi: During the last five years, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has taken up investigation in around 87
cases under the provisions of Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act, 2002 (PMLA) against MPs, MLAs and MLCs
(both former and sitting). Minister of State (MoS), Finance,
Pankaj Chaudhary on Tuesday in a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha said that during the last five years 59 Prosecution
Complaints (PCs) have been filed before the Special Court
(PMLA) which are at various stages of trial. The provisions
of PMLA came into force with effect from July 1, 2005 and
till date trial has been completed only in 36 cases by the
Special Court, PMLA and the remaining 1,082 cases are at
various stages of trial.
864 IPS OFFICERS’
POSTS VACANT
ACROSS INDIA: MHA
A total of 864 posts of
Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers are cur-
rently vacant across the
country, the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA)
informed the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday. The vacan-
cies in the service are
caused due to factors
such as retirement, res-
ignation, death, removal
of service, MoS (Home)
Nityanand Rai said in a
written reply.
NAXAL VIOLENCE
REDUCED BY 77% IN
LAST 11 YEARS: GOVT
TELLS LOK SABHA
The incidents of Naxal
violence have reduced by
77 percent from the high
of 2,213 in 2010 to 509 in
2021, Union Minister of
State for Home Nityanand
Rai said in Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. Similarly, resultant
deaths (civilians and secu-
rity forces) have reduced
by 85 percent from the high
of 1,005 in 2010 to 147
in 2021, Rai said, adding
that the declining trend
continues in 2022. “Stead-
fast implementation of the
national policy has resulted
in consistent decline in vio-
lence in Left Wing Extrem-
ism (LWE) affected areas by
77%,” he said.
NIA INVESTIGATING 11
CASES OF GANGSTER-
TERROR NEXUS: HOME
MINISTRY TELLS LS
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is investigat-
ing eleven cases in which
nexus between terrorists,
drug smugglers and traf-
fickers based in India and
abroad have been found,
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) told the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday. Asked whether
the government is aware of
the increase in the number
of cases of nexus between
terrorists, drug smugglers
and traffickers based in India
and abroad Rai said, “NIA
is investigating 11 cases in
which nexus between ter-
rorists, drug smugglers and
traffickers based in India and
abroad have been found.”
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 54,740.00 38.00 0.06 (Per 10g)
SILVER 67,984.00 328.00 0.48 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.75 0.13 0.15
GBPINR 100.54 0.47 0.46
CURRENCIES
GSF to invest $550m in India’s edu sector
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Singapore-
based Indian-origin Global
Schools Foundation (GSF)
announced on Tuesday
plans to invest over $550
million in India’s school
education sector by 2026.
GSF has seen a massive
post-Covid increase in de-
mand for admission from
domestic communities
moving across cities with-
in India.
“It is imperative that
GSF takes necessary steps
in investing to provide
guaranteed admissions to
such relocating students
across its networks with
zero disruptions,” Atul Te-
murnikar, Executive
Chairman and Co-founder
of GSF, said.
“The GSF global expan-
sion plans to have India as
one of its strategic growth
markets, and plans to in-
vest over $550 mn in India’s
school education sector by
year 2026,” he added.
BY 2026
SEEN A RISE
IN DEMAND
z GSF, which already has
a presence in Bangalore,
Pune, Ahmedabad
and Noida, has seen
a massive post-Covid
increase in demand for
admission from domestic
communities moving
across cities within India
as from families relocating
from foreign shores to
India and vice-versa.
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi (PTI): India
has exported 5.62 lakh
tonne of sugar so far in
the current 2022-23 mar-
keting year that began in
October, trade body AIS-
TA said on Tuesday. In
November, the govern-
ment allowed the export
of 60 lakh tonne of sugar
in the current (2022-23)
marketing year (October-
September). According
to the All India Sugar
Trade Association (AIS-
TA), the dispatches for
exports from sugar mills
were at 12.19 lakh tonne,
out of which physical
shipment completed
stood at 5.62 lakh tonne
till December 9 of the
current marketing year.
New Delhi (PTI): Domes-
tic non-conventional ener-
gy sector has received
over $13 billion through
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) route in the last 22
years, Parliament was in-
formed on Tuesday. FDI,
up to 100%, is permissi-
ble through automatic
route for the promotion of
solar power generation in
the country, Minister for
New and Renewable Ener-
gy (MNRE) R K Singh
said. Non-conventional
sources of energy in-
cludes solar, wind and
other renewable sources.
INDIA GOT $13 BN FDI
IN NON CONVENTIONAL
ENERGY SECTOR
INDIA EXPORTS
5.62L TONNE SUGAR
TILL DECEMBER 9
Mumbai (PTI): Singapore-
based Princeton Digital
Group (PDG)is exploring
opportunities to expand
its footprints to other In-
dian cities. “India is a key
market for us, and with
our Navi Mumbai data
centre becoming opera-
tional, we are exploring to
expand to (other) cities,
including Bangalore,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad
and Pune. Each of these
data centres will be of 48
MW capacity with over
$300 million investment,”
PDG MD, India said.
PDG PLANS TO
EXPAND TO OTHER
INDIAN CITIES
New Delhi (PTI): The
government has raised
over `4.04 lakh crore
through disinvestment
and strategic sale of
public sector enterprises
since the Modi govern-
ment came into power
in 2014, the Finance
Ministry said on Tues-
day. Of this, the largest
amount totalling over
`1.07 lakh crore
through offer for sale in
59 cases. This was fol-
lowed by a stake sale
through Exchange Trad-
ed Fund (ETF) in 10
tranches, aggregating to
`98,949 crore.
GOVT RAISES OVER
`4 LAKH CR VIA
DISINVESTMENT
*Rates till the edition went to print.
EPFO ADDS 12.94 LAKH
NET SUBSCRIBERS IN
OCTOBER 2022
New Delhi (PTI): Retire-
ment fund body EPFO added
12.94 lakh subscribers on a
net basis in
October 2022,
the labour
ministry said
on Tuesday.
Of the total 12.94 lakh
members added during the
month, around 7.28 lakh new
members have been covered
under the social security cover
of the EPFO for the first time,
the provisional payroll data of
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) showed.
DISCOMS' OUTSTANDING
DUES REDUCED BY
`29,857 CRORE
New Delhi (PTI): Power
distribution utilities or dis-
coms’ total outstanding dues
reduced by
`29,857 crore
to `1,08,092
crore,
which were
`1,37,949 crore on June 3,
2022, Parliament was in-
formed on Tuesday. One of the
key indicators of financial dis-
tress of discoms is mounting
power purchase dues towards
the generation companies
(gencos), Power minister R K
Singh in a written reply.
ADANI GREEN ENERGY’S ENTIRE OPERATING
CAPACITY NOW ZERO-WASTE-TO-LANDFILL
New Delhi (PTI): Renewable energy firm Adani Green Energy on
Tuesday said that its entire operating capacity is now zero-waste-
to-landfill certified. “Adani Green Energy
Ltd (AGEL), the renewable energy
arm of the diversified Adani portfolio
companies has received the Zero Waste
to Landfill (ZWL) certification for 100%
of its operating capacity,” a company
statement said. This assessment was
undertaken by Intertek, which deliv-
ers innovative and bespoke assurance, testing, inspection and
certification solutions.
FODDER PRICES SEE A RISE OF UP TO 28 PER
CENT IN NOVEMBER 2022, SAYS GOVERNMENT
New Delhi (PTI): Fodder prices have increased by 28% in No-
vember compared to the same month last year, the government
said on Tuesday. “Wholesale price index
(WPI) data released by the Commerce
and Industry Ministry, showed that the
index value for fodder has recorded at
225.7 in November 2022, registering
an increase of 27.66% over the same
month last year (176.8),” Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying Minister
Parshottam Rupala said in a written reply in the Lok Sabha.
OTHER STORIES
`17,176crGSTcompensationpending
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The govern-
ment on Tuesday informed
Rajya Sabha that GST com-
pensation of `17,176 crore
is pending to states as on
June 2022. Replying to sup-
plementaries during the
Question Hour, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said the Centre
is giving GST compensa-
tion to states for five years.
He said even during Cov-
id times when no GST was
collected, the Government
of India had given compen-
sation to states after taking
loans of `1.1 lakh crore and
1.59 lakh crore during 2020-
21 and 2021-22.
“A total of only `17,176
crore GST compensation is
pending as on June 2022,”
the minister told the house.
Replying to other que-
ries, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said, “As
of now, since we have
somewhat cleared all the
dues up to June, and about
`17,000 crores pending is to
be given.”
“Details of GST com-
pensation pending for
June 2022 for Tamil Nadu
is `1200.6148 crores only.
Utilisation certificate
from a state has not been
reached, that cannot be
treated as pending one,”
she told the House.
She said in 2022-23, edu-
cation has received more
than one lakh crore, and
the sector has been given
higher priority
She also said that the
Centre collected 28.1% of
cess and surcharge in gross
tax revenue of `25.16 lakh
crore in 2021-22.
This was 25.1% of `20.27
lakh crore of gross tax rev-
enue in 2020-21  18.2% of
`20.10 lakh crore of gross
tax revenue in 2019-20.
CENTRE OWES TO STATES
New Delhi (PTI): Banks have written off `11.17 lakh crore bad
loans from their books in the last six years till financial year
2021-22, Parliament was informed on Tuesday. The non-
performing assets (NPAs), including those in respect of which
full provisioning has been made on completion of four years,
are removed from the balance sheet of the bank concerned by
way of write-off. “As per RBI data, public sector banks (PSBs)
and scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) wrote off an aggregate
amount of `8,16,421 crore and `11,17,883 crore respectively
during the last six financial years.”
BANKS WRITE OFF LOANS WORTH `11.17
LAKH CRORE IN LAST 6 YEARS
New Delhi (PTI): Puduch-
erry
, Lakshadweep and Goa
have emerged as best-per-
forming among all states
and Union Territories in
the Social Progress Index
(SPI), while Jharkhand and
Bihar as worst, according
to a report mandated by the
Economic Advisory Coun-
cil to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM).
The report titled 'Social
Progress Index: States and
Districts of India' released
by EAC-PM Chairman
Bibek Debroy further said
that Aizawl (Mizoram),
Solan (Himachal Pradesh)
and Shimla (Himachal
Pradesh) have emerged as
the top 3 best-performing
districts.
According to the report,
Puducherry has the high-
est SPI score of 65.99 in the
country, attributable to its
remarkable performance
across components like
personal freedom and
choice, shelter, and water
and sanitation.
Lakshadweep and Goa
closely follow it with scores
of 65.89 and 65.53, respec-
tively, it added.
As per the report,
Jharkhand and Bihar
scored the lowest, 43.95 and
44.47, respectively
.
The report ranks 36
states/Union Territories
and 707 districts of India
based on their perfor-
mance across various so-
cial progress indicators.
Mumbai (PTI): Equity
benchmarks recovered
most of their intra-day
losses and ended margin-
ally lower on Tuesday amid
buying in index majors Re-
liance Industries and Tata
Consultancy Services.
Helped by last minute
buying activity in some of
the index heavyweights,
the 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex managed to
trim most of its early de-
clines and ended lower by
103.90 points or 0.17% at
61,702.29. During the day, it
had tumbled 703.51 points
or 1.13% to 61,102.68.
The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 35.15 points or
0.19% to end at 18,385.30.
From the Sensex pack,
Tata Motors, Hindustan
Unilever, Mahindra  Ma-
hindra, Larsen  Toubro,
Bharti Airtel, Maruti Su-
zuki, NTPC, Tech Mahin-
dra, Bajaj Finance and
Tata Steel were among the
major laggards.
Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices, Reliance Industries,
UltraTech Cement, In-
dusInd Bank, Axis Bank
and ICICI Bank ended in
the green from the pack.
New Delhi (PTI): The Cen-
tre on Tuesday informed
Parliament that it has
achieved integration of
1,260 wholesale mandis, lo-
cated in 22 states and three
union territories, with the
electronic-National Agri-
culture Market (e-NAM).
Right now, farmers auc-
tion their agricultural pro-
duce at 6,900-odd APMC
mandis spread across the
nation. Some of them are
also using online bidding
through e-NAM platform.
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
said: “As on November 30,
2022, 1,260 mandis of 22
States and 3 UTs have been
integrated with e-NAM
platform.”
These states include
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Guja-
rat, Haryana, HP
Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, MP, Maharashtra,
Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Tripura, UP
, Ut-
tarakhand, West Bengal,
Chandigarh, JK, and Pu-
ducherry, he said.
Further, based on the
proposals/Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) received
from states/ UTs, the cen-
tral government is inte-
grating mandis with e-
NAM platform, Tomar
added.
Puducherry,Lakshadweep,
Goa best performers in SPI
Share mkt recover most of
losses,endmarginallylower
eNAM:1,260mandisonboarded
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee depreciated 13 paise to settle at 82.75
(provisional) against the US dollar on Tuesday as investors
turned cautious in view of a
negative trend in domestic
equities and rising crude
prices in the global mar-
kets. At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
weak at 82.69 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.69 and a
low of 82.88. It finally ended at 82.75 against the American cur-
rency, a decline of 13 paise over its previous close of 82.62.
` DECLINES 13 PAISE TO 82.75 AGAINST $
Domestic air
passenger traffic up
11% to 116 lakh
Airtel acquires nearly
8% stake in Lemnisk
First India Bureau
New Delhi: India’s domes-
tic passenger traffic rose
11.06% to 116 lakh in No-
vember over the year-ago
period, according to the lat-
est data from aviation regu-
lator DGCA.
In November 2021, the
air passenger traffic stood
at 105.16 lakh.
The data showed that do-
mestic carriers carried
116.79 lakh passengers in
November, higher than
114.07 lakh recorded in Oc-
tober.
After being severely hit
by the coronavirus pan-
demic, the country’s civil
aviation sector is on the
recovery path and in recent
days, daily domestic air
traffic on an average is
more than 4 lakh.
New Delhi (PTI): Telecom
operator Bharti Airtel has
acquired a strategic stake
of around 8% in Lemnisk
under its
startup ac-
c e l e r a t o r
programme
for an undis-
closed amount.
Bengaluru-based Lemni-
sk offers real-time market-
ing automation and secure
Customer Data Platform
(CDP) capable of orches-
trating one-to-one person-
alisation.
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We are happy because we
laugh- try and start your
day with laughter and joy!
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
New Delhi (PTI): Lieu-
tenant Governor VK
Saxena has directed the
chief secretary to recov-
er Rs 97 crore from the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) for political ad-
vertisements it pub-
lished in the guise of
government advertise-
ments in 2016, official
sources said on Tuesday
.
The opposition BJP
in Delhi welcomed the
LG's directions and
claimed that the
amount to be recovered
from the ruling party
will rise to Rs 400 crore.
The LG in his orders
to the chief secretary
also directed that all ad-
vertisements since Sep-
tember 2016 be referred
to the Committee on
Content Regulation in
Government Advertis-
ing (CCRGA), set up by
the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing for vetting and as-
certaining if they are in
consonance with Su-
preme Court guidelines.
The Delhi govern-
ment's Directorate of
Information and Pub-
licity (DIP), acting on a
2016 directive from the
CCRGA, had notified
that Rs 97.14 crore (Rs
97,14,69,137) had been
spent or booked on ac-
count of non-conform-
ing advertisements,
the sources said.
Of this, while pay-
ments amounting to
over Rs 42.26 crore had
already been released
by the DIP
, Rs 54.87 crore
for advertisements pub-
lished were still pend-
ing disbursal, a source
said. Asked to recover
the amount, the DIP had
in 2017 directed the AAP
topayoverRs42.26crore
to the state exchequer
immediately and direct-
ly pay the pending
amount of Rs 54.87 crore
to the advertising agen-
cies or publications con-
cerned within 30 days,
the sources said.
However, even after
the lapse of five years
and eight months, the
AAP has not complied
with the DIP order. Such
defiance of a legitimate
order by a registered po-
litical party is not only
contemptuous of the
judiciary, but also does
not augur well for the
health of good govern-
ance, the source added.
The Directorate of
Vigilance (DoV) also in-
quired into complaints
and found that not only
did the DIP not recover
amounts worth Rs 42.26
crore but it also proac-
tively paid the pending
amountof Rs54.87crore,
rather than getting the
AAP to pay it, a source
said.Ineightcases,pay-
ment of Rs 20.53 crore
was made, falsely attrib-
utingittocourt/arbitra-
tion orders.
The DoV found that
Deputy Chief Manish
Sisodia had approved
the payment of another
Rs 27 crore (approxi-
mately) by entering
into fraudulent com-
promise deed or settle-
ment, despite the fact
that there was no litiga-
tion nor there were any
directions from the Su-
preme Court or the
Delhi High Court, the
source claimed.
The DoV also said
that such advertise-
ments that are prima
facie and blatantly vio-
lative of the Supreme
Court order have been
continuously issued by
the DIP on direction of
the ministers. Citing an
example, it said that the
entire cost for the bio-
decomposer project was
Rs 41.62 lakh but the ex-
penditure incurred for
advertising it was Rs
16.94 crore, which is 40
times higher than the
project cost.
Ambulance driver halts to have a drink, serves peg to patient
First India Bureau
New Delhi: An ambu-
lance driver on the way
to a hospital with a pa-
tient on board halted his
vehicle and offered his
injured passenger a peg
while pouring another
for him. The incident
took place near Sarala
Road on Cuttack-Parad-
ip Expressway in the
Tirol area of Odisha’s
Jagatsinghpur district.
In videos that have
gone viral on social me-
dia, the driver is seen
making pegs, which
seems to be an alcoholic
beverage for himself
and the patient, while
parking his vehicle on
the side of a highway in
Tirtol area. While the
driver was seen gulping
his peg down at one go,
the patient, with one leg
plastered, sipped his
drink while lying down
on the stretcher. The bi-
zarre incident came to
light on Monday after
bystanders took videos
and uploaded those on
social media.
When onlookers con-
fronted the driver, he
claimed that the patient
himself had asked for a
drink because of the
pain and wanted to have
a drink to feel relaxed.
Jagatsinghpur Chief
District Medical Officer
(CDMO) Kshetrabasi
Dash said, “Since it was
a private ambulance, we
don’t have much to say.
But the RTO and the po-
lice station concerned
musttakeactionagainst
the erring driver.”
Angry over the inci-
dent, residents of the
area have demanded a
probe into the incident
andstrictactionagainst
the ambulance driver.
Jugal Kishore Das,
the inspector in charge,
said no formal com-
plaint has been lodged
and an investigation
will be launched only if
an FIR is registered.
Drunk driving is,
however, considered to
be a traffic offence.
JEOPARDISING LIFE
‘ON REQUEST’
The ambulance driver has been identified as Dilip Rath.
The bizarre incident came to light
after bystanders took videos and
uploaded those on social media
The LG issued the directions
after finding AAP in violation of
Supreme Court orders from 2016
‘Recover`97crfromAAPforpoliticalads’
DELHI LG DIRECTS CHIEF SECY
In this file photo dated July 4, 2022, Lt Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena attends the 1st Delhi Police Commissionerate Day
Parade, in New Delhi.  —PHOTO BY PTI
New Delhi (PTI):
Addressing a press
conference, AAP chief
spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj termed the
LG's direction a new
love letter and said that
as Valentine's Day nears,
the frequency of such
love letters is only going
to increase. The BJP is
flustered that we have
become a national party
and wrested power from
it in the MCD. LG sahab
is doing everything in
accordance with the
BJP's directions and that
is troubling the people of
Delhi. The more worried
Delhi's people are, the
happier the BJP gets,
Bhardwaj claimed.
He said that the LG's
directions would not
stand in the eyes of law.
The Delhi LG has no
such power. He cannot
issue such directions...
The BJP's various state
governments issued
advertisements that have
been published here. We
want to ask when will the
Rs 22,000 crore spent
on the advertisements be
recovered from them?
The day that money
is recovered, we will
also give Rs 97 crore,
the AAP leader said.
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
termed the LG's order
wrong and said it will
be challenged in court.
New Delhi (PTI):
Addressing a press
conference here, Leader
of Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri alleged an
advertisement scam
in the city government
and demanded a CBI
inquiry into it. We see
an advertisement scam
here, and demand a CBI
inquiry into it. We will
approach the LG in this
regard, he said.
Bidhuri also claimed that
the amount to be re-
covered from the ruling
party in Delhi would rise
to Rs 400 crore.
BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
and the Delhi BJP's
working president Viren-
dra Sachdeva were also
present during the press
conference.
The BJP leaders wel-
comed the direction by
the LG to recover Rs 97
crore from the AAP. They
also referred to the Su-
preme Court guidelines
issued a few years ago.
In 2015, the apex court
had postulated guide-
lines to regulate govern-
ment advertising and
eliminate unproductive
expenditure.
‘NEW LOVE LETTER’, MOCKS AAP
BJP LEADERS DEMAND CBI INQUIRY
Leader of Opposition in Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
and BJP Delhi working President Virendra Sachdeva address a
press conference at party office in New Delhi on Tuesday.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
New Delhi (ANI): Or-
gans of a newly-wed
Corporal from the Indi-
an Air Force who was
declared brain dead last
week have been suc-
cessfully transplanted
to serving personnel,
Army officials said.
Corporal Sachin (27)
was brought to the
Army Research and Re-
ferral Hospital (AHRR)
with head injuries and
despite the best efforts
by doctors, he could not
be saved officials said.
First India Bureau
New Delhi: After bury-
ing the hatchet with Sa-
majwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, his un-
cle Shivpal on Tuesday
said that he will stay in
SP for the rest of his life
irrespective of whether
he gets a post or not.
“This is our party
(SP). I had worked con-
tinuously with ‘netaji’
(Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav),” Shivpal Yadav
told reporters when
asked whether this is
his final ‘ghar wapsi’
(homecoming) in the SP
.
Shivpal, also came
down heavily on BJP for
calling SP a ‘party of
goons’, alleging that it is
BJP that indulges in
‘goondaism’  false cas-
esareregisteredagainst
people under its rule. s
Air warrior loses
life after injury; kin
donates organs
Will stay in SP
for life, says
Shivpal Yadav
New Delhi (ANI):
Union Minister
Smriti Irani on
Tuesday said that
India is the
world’s third larg-
est ecosystem
which shows how
the youth is lay-
ing the founda-
tion of entrepre-
neurship today.
“Today’s youth
will hoist the flag
of Amritkaal
while celebrating
100 years of Inde-
pendence. India is
the third largest
ecosystem in the
world where there
are over 1,000
startups in more
than 650 districts
and more than a
hundred Unicorn
startups worth
more than Rs 330
billion dollars,”
Smriti Irani said
terming the start-
ups as an indica-
tionof theachieve-
ment of India’s
youth in the entre-
p r e n e u r s h i p
world. She said
that the central
government aims
at building a
skilled and pros-
perous nation.
‘India is
world’s
3rd largest
startup
ecosystem’
Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development Smriti Irani
after a press conference,
at her residence in New
Delhi on Tuesday.
—PHOTO
BY
PTI
—PHOTO
BY
PTI
—PHOTO
BY
PTI
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday asked
PM Narendra Modi to
stop favouring friends
and start serving people
reeling under high infla-
tion.Hehighlightedthat
the Cong government in
Rajasthan is providing
gas cylinders at less
than half the price pro-
vided by the Centre.
Rajasthan's Con-
gress government's big
announcement of pro-
viding gas cylinders for
Rs 500 -- less than half
the price of the Central
government. Mr PM,
stop favouring your
'friends' and serve the
people hit hard by high
inflation, Gandhi said.
Gandhi and his party
have been attacking the
PM and his government
over the rise in prices
of essential commodi-
ties, saying they are
hurting the poor.
‘Stop favouring friends,
start serving people’
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with supporters during the party’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Alwar district on Tuesday.
New Delhi (PTI): Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' will enter the national capital
via the Badarpur border early on December 24
morning, the party's Delhi unit president Anil
Chaudhary said on Tuesday. He said over 25,000
people have signed up for the Delhi leg of the
march. Not just workers and party members,
there are several people who joined the Yatra for a
day or two to show their support for this initia-
tive. The manual registration process was on until
December 18 and we received an overwhelming
response from the public, Chaudhary said.
‘BHARAT JODO YATRA’ TO ENTER
DELHI ON DECEMBER 24 MORNING
Kanpur (PTI): Jailed
SP MLA Irfan Solanki
has been booked for is-
suing certificates to a
Bangladeshi family
which was used to ob-
tain Indian documents,
including Aadhaar, po-
lice said on Tuesday
.
Solanki has been in
prison since Nov 8 when
he surrendered after be-
ing booked for rioting
and arson in a land dis-
pute case. The MLA is
also accused of using a
fake Aadhaar. Four
members of the Bangla-
deshi family living ille-
gally in Kanpur were
held for allegedly carry-
ing fake documents. 13
fake passports, 5 Aad-
haar cards, education
certificates, foreign cur-
rency, gold ornaments,
and over Rs 14 lakh cash
have been seized.
Agra (PTI): The Ar-
chaeological Survey of
India has been asked to
pay a water tax of near-
ly Rs 2 crore and a prop-
erty tax of about Rs 1.5
lakh for the Taj Mahal,
along with a Rs 5-crore
service tax for the Agra
Fort, in an apparent
first-of-its-kind action
by local authorities.
The ASI in Agra said
the monuments are ex-
empted from such tax-
es, but Municipal Com-
missioner Nikhil Ti-
karam Funde said no-
tices have been issued
to several buildings
and those eligible will
be given the relief.
The Agra Municipal
Corporation's notices
ask the ASI to pay a wa-
ter tax of Rs 1.94 crore
and a property of Rs
1.47 lakh for the Taj Ma-
hal, and Rs 1.40 lakh as
property tax for anoth-
er monument, the tomb
of Itmad-ud-Daulah.
ASIgets`2crwatertaxbillforTajMahal
Tourists visit the Taj Mahal amid
dense fog in Agra on Monday.
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Jailed SP MLA booked
for issuing fake docs
RAHUL GANDHI JABS PM MODI ON INFLATION
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Forever Miss, Mrs and Teen
2022 witnessed a dazzling
night on Sunday at Hotel
Marriott, Jaipur, where
ravishing models walked the
ramp wearing exquisite
designer collection and the best
ones from each category were
crowned on the occasion!
beautiful crowning cere-
mony of National level
beauty pageant Forever
Miss, Mrs and Teen India 2022
Season 2 powered by Forever
Leaves and Forever Star India
was organised at Hotel Marri-
ott, Jaipur on Sunday
. The top finalists
of Miss, Mrs and Teen category from all
across the globe showcased their looks
and talent by walking the ramp in de-
signer evening gowns. Despite the chal-
lenges and tough competition, it was a
delight to see beautiful women come
together with one common intention,
“Beauty with a Purpose”. I personally
believe that, these pageants really help
voicing the glories and challenges of
various cities, states and cultures. The
self-assured responses and deeply held
convictions of the models ensured that
the crown belonged to them.
CEO and Founder Rajesh Aggarwal
and Show Directors Jaya Chauhan and
Khushi Sabu said that a total of 56 mod-
els of Miss, Mrs and Teen categories
have participated in the national level
crowning, which included 18 models in
Miss category
, 28 in Mrs and 10 in Teen.
The first crowning of this interna-
tional pageant is going to happen from
India. The passionate team plans to ex-
pand this pageant to 139 countries
through social media platforms.
Models’ attire was presented by For-
ever Fashion, jewelry collection by
Krishna Rawat with beautiful make-
over by Chinka, Mani Arora, Jyoti
Sharma, Tanya, Tanvi, Apoorva Na-
gar, Jaya Chopra and Reena Chowd-
hary. The official show choreogra-
pher of the pageant is Shailja Suri,
assistant choreographer Sakshi
Shekhar and ramp walk trainer
Saloni Gusain. In both these pag-
eants, the crowning of the par-
ticipants has been done by the
housewives of the Indian Army.
All the participants have been
provided with a gift hamper
from Forever Leaves.
MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
A
CLOCKWISE: Jyoti Dubey, Manushi Parmar, Nicole Fernandez with
Saloni Ranjan as she flaunts herself in western and traditional gown
Sunidhi Shashikant Khare
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(L-R) Jaya Chauhan,
Ishwari, Nicole Fernandez,
Manushi Parmar and
Shailza Suri during
the ceremony
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