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	1. CLASH OF ‘DAHI  HANDIS’
ON JANMASHTAMI
First India Bureau
Thane: The home turf
of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de—Thane—will on Fri-
daywitness‘DahiHandi’
events being organized
by his faction as well as
the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena.
Supporters of both
sides are busy making
preparations to attract
maximum crowds for
the ‘Dahi Handi’, which
ispartof theJanmashta-
mi festival. Youngsters
called ‘Govindas’,
dressed in colourful at-
tire, make a human pyr-
amidtoreachanearthen
pot containing butter-
milk hung mid-air, and
break it.
This year, the support-
ers of Shinde are hold-
ing the ‘Dahi Handi’ at
Tembhi Naka, while the
rival camp of Thane MP
Rajan Vichare is organ-
izing a similar event just
around 200
metres
away at
Jambli
Naka
i n
Thane city
.
Both the sides are or-
ganizing the events in
the names of Sena
founder Balasaheb
Thackeray and late Sena
leader from Thane
Anand Dighe, whom
Shinde considers as his
mentor.
Kalyan MP Shrikant
Shinde, who is the CM’s
son, and former Thane
mayor Naresh Mhaske
told reporters on
Wednesday that their
‘Handi’ depicts respect.
On the other side, Vi-
chare said their faction’s
event reflects loyalty,
unity, culture and the
voice of Hindutva.
The city police have
made elaborate arrange-
ments for the smooth
conduct of the festi-
val.
Shrikant Shin-
de and Mhaske
said the win-
ning team
of their
events in Thane and
Mumbai will receive
prize money of Rs2.51
lakh each.
On the other hand, Vi-
chare said the winning
team at their event will
receive a prize of Rs1.11
lakh.
He said there will be
arrangements of safety
ropes, doctors will be on
standby and beds re-
served in hospitals in
case of any eventuality
.
He also said that be-
sides participants, the
audience will also be in-
sured. 
Supporters of Maha CM Eknath Shinde, Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray gear up for show of strength in Thane
NCP, BJP WORKERS CLASH IN
THANE DISTRICT; 16 HELD
Thane: Activists of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Wednesday
came to blows in Dombivali of Thane district, following
which 16 of them were arrested, said police officials.
The incident occurred outside a gymnasium in the
Bhopar area following a heated exchange between local
leaders of both the parties over some issue, said a po-
lice official. Two cross First Information Reports (FIRs)
have been registered in connection with the incident.
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FOR THE THIRD TIME IN 5 MONTHS...
‘HATE, FAKE NEWS’!
l Centre blocks 8 YouTube
channels, including 7 Indian
and 1 Pakistan-based news
channels for anti-India content
l Ministry uses new IT rules,
blocked YouTube channels
reportedly had over 114 crore
views and 85 lakh subscribers
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Thursday
blocked eight YouTube
channels, including one
operated from Pakistan,
for allegedly spreading
disinformation related
to India’s national secu-
rity
. It is 3rd time in five
months that the IB
Ministry has blocked
YouTube channels in-
voking the Information
Technology Rules, 2021,
taking the tally to 46.
The blocked channels
had over 114 croreviews
and 85.73 lakh subscrib-
ers and the content was
being monetised, the
IB Ministry said. 78
such channels blocked
since 2021, IB Minis-
ter told Parl recently.
New IT rules empower
users of social media
platforms, asking latter
to provide for a time-
bound and robust griev-
ance redressal mecha-
nism to resolve plaints.
ST P
AL-QAEDA TERROR
SUSPECTS HELD
Kolkata: WB Police has
arrested two suspected
members of the Al Qaeda
in the Indian-Subcontinent
(AQIS) from North 24
Parganas district, a senior
officer said. Acting on
a tip-off, officers of the
special task force of state
police conducted a raid.
VERMA APPOINTED
SECY TO PRESIDENT
New Delhi: Senior IAS
officer Rajesh Verma,
holding post of Secretary
in Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, was on Thursday
appointed as Secy to
President Droupadi Murmu,
order issued by Ministry
of Personnel, Public
Grievances  Pensions.
ED RAIDS AT AFZAL
ANSARI’S PREMISES
New Delhi: ED on Thursday
conducted multiple raids at
the premises of BSP’s MP
Mukhtar Ansari in Lucknow
and Ghazipur in connection
with an alleged Prevention
of money laundering case.
Ansari is currently lodged in
Uttar Pradesh’s Banda jail. The
central agency is also raiding
the residence of his Mukhtar
Ansari’s brother Afzal Ansari.
ED has covered a total of 11
locations during searches.
PARTHA AND ARPITA
SENT TO 14-DAY JC
Kolkata: A sessions court
in Kolkata on Thursday
sent former West Bengal
minister Partha Chatterjee
and his aide Arpita
Mukherjee to 14-day judicial
custody in connection with
the SSC scam case. The
duo will be produced in
court on August 31. Judicial
custody of Partha Chaterjee
ended on Thursday.
MUMBAI TO GET AC
ELECTRIC DD BUSES
Mumbai: The BEST’s fleet
will soon incorporate two
new electric buses, including
the first air-conditioned
double-decker bus in the
country. The two vehicles—a
single-decker electric bus
for app-based premium bus
service and a double-decker
air-conditioned bus—would
be launched at a function to
be held in south Mumbai. P3
READ
Crucial
Crucial
“Examples include fake news such as the
Government of India to have ordered demoli-
tion of religious structures; GoI to have
banned celebration of religious festivals,
declaration of religious war in India, etc.
Such content was found to have potential to
create communal disharmony and disturb
public order in the country,” IT ministry said.
Most of the channels that have been blocked
recently by the GoI were monetized. That
means ads were being shown on the videos
and the creators were earning money from it.
There is certain milestones that a channel has
to complete before getting approval for mon-
etization  once a channel has achieved these
milestones, creator can apply for monetization.
Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting (IB) Anurag Singh
Thakur speaks to media at his residence in New Delhi on Thursday.
7.6% drop in passenger traffic in July,says DGCA
12 states,1 UT stare at
major power outages
New Delhi (ANI): Air-
linescarried9.07million
passengers in July com-
pared to 10.5 million in
June, registering a de-
cline of 7.6% in passen-
ger traffic, the Directo-
rate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said in
a report released on
Thursday
.
DGCA director gen-
eral Arun Kumar said
they expect a speedy re-
covery in passenger
numbers and foresee
traffic reaching the pre-
Covid levels in the
fourth quarter of the
yearwiththeremovalof
the fare cap from Sep-
tember 1.
The airlines recorded
passenger traffic of 12
million in May, 11 mil-
lion in April, and 10.6
million in March.
The DGCA report
said the domestic air-
lines carried 66.95 mil-
lion passengers from
January to July com-
pared to 39.34 million
during the correspond-
ing period in 2021, reg-
istering an annual
growth of 70.18%.
The report said ma-
jor airlines such as
SpiceJet, Vistara, and
Alliance Air recorded a
slight increase in pas-
sengers in July com-
pared to June while Air
India, IndiGo, and Air
Asia showed a decline.
New Delhi: As many as
12 states and a Union
Territory are staring at
major power cuts after
being barred from buy-
ing/selling electricity at
the spot market as a pen-
altyfornotclearingtheir
dues to generators.
12 STATES, JK
The states debarred by
PowerSystemOperation
Cooperation (POSOCO),
the national grid opera-
torunderthepowermin-
istry, are AP, TN, Telan-
gana, Karnataka, Bihar,
Jharkhand, MP, Maha-
rashtra, Chhattisgarh,
JK, Rajasthan, Ma-
nipur,andMizoram.The
defaulting state discoms
cumulatively owe `5,000
crore to gencos, highest
being in Telangana with
`1,380 crore.
Mysterious boat with weapons recovered
The presence of the mysterious boat raised alarm bells as Mumbai had been targeted by Pakistan-
based terrorists on November 26, 2008 by terrorists who had entered the city by the sea route.
BLOCKED!
THE IT MINISTRY STATES CHANNELS WERE MONETIZED
ARGUMENT
The channels that
were blocked in the
current round include
Loktantra TV, UV TV,
A M Razvi, Gouravs-
hali Pawan Mithilan-
chal, SeeTop5TH,
Sarkari Update, Sab
Kuch Dekho and also
the Pakistan-based
News ki Duniya.
Digital media publish-
ers have argued that
the mechanism will
curtail their independ-
ence, prompting
many to challenge the
rules in court.
Raigad (ANI): Security
was tightened in the
Raigad region of Maha-
rashtra after the recov-
ery of a mysterious boat
loaded with weapons
near the Hariharesh-
war beach on Thursday
.
According to local po-
lice officials, no person
was present in the boat
but some arms, includ-
ing an AK-47, and am-
munition were found.
Following development,
teamof ATSwasrushed
to spot, they said. “The
Coast guard and MMB
have been informed and
probe are underway,”
police officials added.
Three AK-47 rifles and bullets found from a boat off the Raigad coast in Maharashtra on Thursday.
‘YACHT BELONGS
TO AUSTRALIAN,
NO TERROR ANGLE’
Yacht owned by an Austral-
ian woman drifted to Raigad
coast near
Mumbai, of-
ficials said on
Thursday, but
ruled out a ter-
ror angle after
3 AK-47 rifles
were found. Maha Dy CM
Devendra Fadnavis said that
as of now, there is no terror
angle, probe is on. We can’t
rule out any angle as of now.
RAIGAD ON
“HIGH ALERT”
New Delhi: Centre spent approx `38 lakh on 36-hour
State visit by ex-US President Donald Trump in 2020 in
accommodation, meals, logistics etc, External Affairs
Ministry has told Central Information Commission.
New Delhi: People to visit US are in for a rude shock
as they will have to wait till 2024 to get a visitor visa.
Website of US State Dept shows that average wait is
522 days for visitor visas  471 days for student visas.
CENTRE SPENT `38L ON TRUMP’S
36-HOUR STATE VISIT IN 2020: RTI
APPLYING FOR US VISA? YOU MAY
GET APPOINTMENT ONLY IN 2024
CELEBRATING BIRTH OF LORD KRISHNA!
Students dressed up as Lord Krishna and Goddess Radha play football during the Janmashtami
celebrations, at a school in Patiala on Thursday.  FULL COVERAGE ON CITY FIRST
Hussain moves
SC over HC order
in rape case
New Delhi: BJP leader
Shahnawaz Hussain on
T h u r s d ay
moved SC
against the
Delhi HC’s
recent order
to register a
FIRagainsthimintheal-
leged2018rapecase.Mat-
terwasmentionedbefore
the bench headed by CJI
NV Ramana seeking ur-
gent listing. The lawyer
said that urgent listing is
required as any delay
may damage reputation
of a political leader.
BSE SENSEX 60,298.00 37.87 | NSE NIFTY 17,956.50 12.25
 


	2. First India Bureau
Mumbai:  The Maha-
rashtra Legislative
Council on Thursday
witnessed a verbal
duel between Deputy
Chairperson Neelam
Gorhe and state cabi-
net member Gu-
labrao Patil. The in-
teraction during
which the former re-
buked the latter, say-
ing you are a minis-
ter at your home.
Member of Legisla-
tive Council (MLC)
Suresh Dhas of the
ruling ally Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
later requested the
deputy chairperson to
expunge her remarks
from Council records.
To this request, Gorhe
said that she will ex-
amine them.
Theverbalexchange
occurred when School
Education Minister
Deepak Kesarkar was
responding to a ques-
tion in the Upper
House. The opposition
was unsatisfied with
Kesarkar’s reply de-
spite an assurance
that he will hold a
meeting on the issue
on Tuesday
.
Then Gulabrao Patil
intervened and started
speaking from his seat,
said Shiv Sena MLC
Manisha Kayande.
The intervention by
Patil, the water supply
and sanitation minis-
ter, further angered
the opposition mem-
bers who stormed into
the well of the House,
leading to a brief ad-
journment.
“The education
minister was respond-
ing to a question. The
leader of opposition
said one minister (Pa-
til) was bossing
around. You please sit
down. This question is
not related to your de-
partment. This ques-
tion is related to Kes-
arkar’s department,”
Gorhe told Patil.
Despite the Chair’s
instruction to Patil to
take his seat, chaos
continuedintheHouse.
Later, Gorhe said,
“Gulabrao Patil ji, I
have,fromtimetotime,
warned you, requested
you. Take your seat im-
mediately
. What kind
of behaviour is this in
the House?”
Patil, a rebel Shiv
Sena MLA who is part
of Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde’s fac-
tion, was also a minis-
ter in the previous Ud-
dhav Thackeray gov-
ernment.
Seeking to reply
, Pa-
til said, “I am a minis-
ter” and added he
should be given a
chance to speak.
Gorhe lost her cool
and shot back, “What
if you are a minister.
You are a minister at
your home. Take your
seat.”
This, however, did
not go down well with
Dhas, who raised the
issue in the House.
“I do not want to
guide you (Gorhe). I
don’t have anything to
say when you warned
Gulabrao Patil. But
then Patil said that he
should be given a
chance to speak. At
thattime,youinadvert-
ently said ‘you are a
ministeratyourhome’.
I request you to ex-
punge those remarks,”
Dhas told the deputy
chairperson.
ANOTHER
INSTANCE
Deputy Chairperson Neelam Gorhe. Maha cabinet member Gulabrao Patil.
The education minister was responding to
a question. The leader of opposition said
one minister (Patil) was bossing around.
You please sit down. This question is not
related to your department. This question is related
to Kesarkar’s department.
—Neelam Gorhe, Dy Chairperson, Legislative Council
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JAI JAI JAI GOVINDA!
CM Eknath Shinde declares ‘Dahi
Handi’ adventure sports in Maha
Groups of ‘govindas’ break ‘Dahi Handis’ (earthen pots filled with
yogurt) suspended in mid-air. —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Mumbai: On Thurs-
day, the Maharashtra
government decided
to accord adventure
sport status to ‘Dahi
Handi’, a popular
event held on Jan-
mashtami. The an-
nouncement of the
same was made by
Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde an-
nounced in the As-
sembly on Thursday.
The adventure sport
tag will allow young
participants (called go-
vindas) in ‘Dahi Handi’
events--in which a hu-
man pyramid is formed
to break an earthen pot
filled with curd hang-
ing mid-air-- to apply for
government jobs under
the sports quota.
Participants or their
families will be provid-
ed with compensation
in case of fatal or other
injuries suffered by the
players during the for-
mation of human pyra-
mids, said the CM, on
the eve of the festival,
which will be celebrat-
ed without any restric-
tions this year.
“The Maharashtra
government has decid-
ed to recognize forma-
tion of human towers
as part of ‘Dahi Handi’
celebrations as an ad-
venture sport. With this
recognition, the players
will become eligible to
apply for government
jobs under the sports
quota,” Shinde said in
the Lower House.
In case of unfortu-
nate death of a partici-
pant during the forma-
tion of human pyra-
mids, his/her kin would
receive Rs10 lakh as
compensation from the
state government. A
player suffering serious
injuries would receive
Rs7 lakh, while one
with fractures would be
paid Rs5 lakh, he said.
The state government
wouldalsobearthemed-
ical treatment cost of
‘govindas’(participants)
in case they suffer inju-
ries, assured Shinde.
Aftertwoyearsof sub-
dued revelry
, the Dahi
Handifestivalislikelyto
be celebrated on a grand
scale like during the pre-
pandemic times in the
state,especiallyinMum-
bai,onFridayasthegov-
ernment has lifted all
nCoV-related curbs.
Maharashtra govt announces eligibility of participants for
government jobs, payouts to kin in case of death, injuries
Sena MP Sanjay Raut appears
before court, pleads not guilty
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut on
Thursday appeared
before a magistrate in
Mumbai via video
conferencing in a def-
amation case filed by
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) leader Kirit
Somaiya’s wife Medha
Somaiya and pleaded
not guilty
.
Raut is lodged at the
Arthur Road Jail in
Mumbai following his
arrest by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
in connection with a
money laundering case.
Earlier in the day, the
Sewri metropolitan
magistrate, hearing the
defamation case filed by
the BJP leader’s wife,
asked the jail authori-
ties to produce the Sena
leader before the court
through video confer-
ence at 12 noon.
Accordingly, Raut ap-
peared before the mag-
istrate and pleaded not
guilty in the case, said
Medha Somaiya’s law-
yer Vivekanand Gupta.
The lawyer said
the matter has been
adjourned till Septem-
ber 19.
In her complaint,
Medha Somaiya alleged
that Raut had made
baseless and completely
defamatory allegations
against her and her hus-
band, accusing them of
being involved in a scam
worth Rs100 crore. He
referred to the construc-
tion and maintenance
of some public toilets
under the jurisdiction
of the Mira Bhayander
Municipal Corporation
in neighbouring Thane
district.
She has urged the
court to begin proceed-
ings against Raut on the
charges of defamation
as defined under sec-
tions 499 and 500 of the
IndianPenalCode(IPC).
Earlier this month,
the ED had arrested the
Rajya Sabha member in
a money laundering
case linked to alleged ir-
regularities in the rede-
velopment project of a
Mumbai ‘chawl’.
Sanjay Raut being escorted by police to the ED office. —FILE PHOTO
Youareministeratyourhome:GorherebukesPatil
Legislative Council Deputy Chairperson Neelam
Gorhe tells off cabinet member, MLC Suresh
Dhas asks expungement of remarks from record
Oppn corners govt in Council over Bhandara rape
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Opposi-
tion in the Maharash-
tra Legislative Coun-
cil on Thursday tar-
geted the Eknath
Shinde-led govern-
ment over the alleged
rape of a 35-year-old
woman in Bhandara
district.
The House was ad-
journed once over the
issue as the members
of the Congress, Na-
tionalist Congress
Party (NCP) and Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena stormed into
the well.
The woman was go-
ing to her brother’s
home in Kamargaon in
Goregaon tehsil in
Bhandara on July 30,
when one of the ac-
cused befriended her
and allegedly raped her
before leaving the spot.
The victim was later
taken to Lakhni police
station, but she was
allowed to leave the
next morning. She was
allegedly raped again
by two other men at
Kanhalmoh.
On August 02, some
passers-by found her ly-
ing unconscious and
alerted Kardha police
who got her admitted in
hospital.
Shiv Sena’s Manisha
Kayande said after the
first incident of sexual
assault, the woman
was spotted by the po-
lice patil (local repre-
sentative of police) and
later taken to Lakhni
police station.
She spent the night in
the police station, but
she was neither taken
to any shelter home nor
was her family in-
formed. Later, she left
the police station. Had
the police taken appro-
priate action, she would
not have faced such bru-
tal assault later, said
Kayande.
Legislative Affairs
Minister Chandrakant
Patil said the govern-
ment was ready for a
discussion on the issue
after the Question Hour.
Demanding that the
discussion be held im-
mediately, opposition
MLCs entered the well
of the House, leading to
adjournment.
Senior NCP leader
Eknath Khadse said the
issue must be discussed
on priority
.
No other issue can be
as important as this
one. The woman should
get necessary help, he
said.
Deputy Chairperson
Neelam Gorhe said the
victim should be treat-
ed free of cost and there
should be a strong law
to punish such crimes.
A police sub-
inspector and
assistant sub-
inspector have
been suspended
in connection
with the incident
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Shiv
Sena Rajya Sabha MP
from Maharashtra
Priyanka Chatur-
vedi has written to
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi urging
him to bring back the
ashes of Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose to
India, in view of the
leader’s death anni-
versary on August 18.
In a letter to Prime
Minister, Chaturvedi
said, “As we celebrate
‘Azadi ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav’ and pledge to
take pride in our her-
itage as a part of the
‘Panchpran’, I am
writing this letter to
you in support of the
request of Anita Bose
Pfaff, daughter of Ne-
taji Subhash Chandra
Bose, to bring his last
remains back to In-
dia.” “It shall be our
greatest honour to
commemorate Neta-
ji’s sacrifice and dedi-
cation towards inde-
pendence of India by
fulfilling his last wish
of returning to the In-
dian soil,” said
Chaturvedi, in the let-
ter also marked to Ex-
ternal Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar.
“I request you to
make a note of the re-
quest of Anita Bose
Pfaff and expedi-
tiously take all such
diplomatic and other
measures to bring Ne-
taji home and duly
acknowledge his in-
surmountable contri-
butions in India’s
freedom struggle.
Cop to get suspension for fake
raid on liquor unit: Fadnavis
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Home Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
on Thursday said a
police inspector from
Beed will be suspend-
ed for allegedly con-
ducting a fake raid
on an illicit liquor
distillation unit in
the district.
Fadnavis said this in
the state Assembly after
Beed Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) legislator
Namita Mundada
raised the issue in the
House through a calling
attention notice.
Inspector Vasudev
More is attached to the
Ambajogai police sta-
tion in Beed district.
The state home de-
partment has obtained
the default report per-
taining to More. He will
be suspended soon, said
Fadnavis.
According to Munda-
da, More had conducted
a raid on an illicit liquor
distillation unit at Vara-
pgaon in Ambajogai
tehsil on July 8, 2022.
“The state excise de-
partment had also car-
ried out a raid on the
same site the next day
and seized liquor and
other material worth
more than three lakh
rupees,” she said.
It raises suspicion
over More’s action. How
the illicit liquor was
found at the same site
the next day in a police
raid? she asked.
ACTING TOUGH
Devendra Fadnavis. —FILE PHOTO
Bring back Netaji’s last
remains to India: MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi
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MUMBAITOGETACELECTRICDDBUSES
Two new vehicles unveiled at a function near Mantralaya, will be handed over to BEST at event soon
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Brihan-
mumbai Electric Sup-
ply and Transport
(BEST)’s fleet will
soon incorporate two
new electric buses, in-
cluding the first air-
conditioned double-
decker bus in the
country
.
The two vehicles—a
single-decker electric
bus for app-based pre-
mium bus service and a
double-decker air-con-
ditioned bus—would be
launched at a function
to be held at NCPA in
south Mumbai.
According to BEST
officials, the manufac-
turer of the buses un-
veiled the buses at a
function near Mantra-
laya in south Mumbai
on Thursday morning,
before handing them
over to the transport un-
dertaking.
The photographs and
videos of black and red
double-decker bus—tak-
en by citizens when the
buses were rolled into
the city—were widely
seen and circulated on
social media.
Retweeting a video of
the double-decker bus
on the road, former Ma-
harashtra Environment
Minister Aaditya
Thackeray posted,
“Looks like the new
double decker electric
bus is here! Will be
launched in Mumbai
soon. Whoever does the
launch, I’m proud that
Uddhav ji and I pushed
ahead to get India’s first
electric double decker
to our city, Mumbai for
the @myBESTBus”
The BEST had award-
ed a contract to a pri-
vate company for the
supply of 900 electric
buses in phases. Of
these, 50% of buses
were expected to be de-
livered by March 2023,
and the remaining 50%
thereafter.
The public transport
service provider in
Mumbai has also
planned to launch pre-
mium app-based public
transport in the city
.
Officials said that
passengers will be able
to book their seats
through the mobile ap-
plication, and that they
might have to pay more
fare, as compared to the
conventional buses for
this premium service.
BEST is the second
biggest mode of public
transport in Mumbai—
after the suburban
trains that carry more
than 75 lakh passengers
daily
.BESTferriesmore
than 30 lakh passengers
every day with a fleet of
around 3,700 buses.
Jayakwadi dam fills up to 95%,
alert sounded in 16 villages
3 booked for labourer’s
death, disposal of body First India Bureau
Aurangabad: An alert
has been sounded
across 16 villages sit-
uated on the banks of
Godavari River as the
storage capacity of
Jayakwadi dam in Au-
rangabad district has
gone up to 95.65% due
to continuous rainfall
in the region, officials
said on Thursday
.
“We are keeping a
close watch and will
take necessary steps if
the water level rises fur-
ther. There is no harm
to villages unless the
discharge reaches one
lakh cubit foot per sec-
ond (cusecs),” he said.
An irrigation depart-
ment official informed
that the water dis-
charge of the dam went
up to 77,056 cusecs on
Thursday as against
47,760 cusecs. The wa-
ter flowing into the dam
rose to 70,240 cusecs on
Thursday compared to
36,425 cusecs on
Wednesday morning.
Hence, 18 gates of the
dam were lifted to a
height of four feet for
water discharge, the of-
ficial said.
Jayakwadi dam is an
earthen dam located on
Godavari river at the
site of Jayakwadi vil-
lage in Paithan taluka
of Aurangabad district
in Maharashtra. The
main purpose was to ir-
rigate land for agricul-
ture in the drought
prone Marathwada re-
gion of Maharashtra
state.
First India Bureau
Thane: A case has
been registered
against a shop owner
and two other per-
sons in connection
with the death of a
labourer and dispos-
ing of the body with-
out informing police
in Thane district.
The accused included
the brother of the de-
ceased and an ambu-
lance driver who trans-
ported the body to Uttar
Pradesh for cremation,
said an official from Ul-
hasnagar police station,
addingthatnoarresthas
been made so far.
On June 10, 2022, the
owner of a wood prod-
ucts shop in Ulhasnagar
town asked the labourer,
Sanjiv Hariram Jaiswar,
to climb up the outlet’s
roof to lay tarpaulins.
While laying the tarpau-
lins, the labourer
slipped, fell down and
died on the spot, said the
official.
The shop owner then
did not hand over the
body for post-mortem.
Instead, he and others
rushed the victim to a
private hospital where
theyallegedlyfabricated
the death certificate of
another person by
changing the date from
April 10 to June 10. They
then sent the body to the
labourer’s home town in
UP for cremation.
The accused also al-
legedly forged the police
signaturesandstampfor
thetransportationof the
body
. The Ulhasnagar
policeconductedaprobe
and registered a case on
Wednesdaynightagainst
theshopownerKamlesh
MManiar,thebrotherof
the deceased Ankush
Hariram Jaiswar and
the ambulance driver
Abhishek Tiwari under
relevant provisions.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bom-
bay High Court ex-
pressed concern on
Wednesday about an
incident in Palghar
district in which a
tribal woman lost her
twins after delivery
because she could not
reach a health center
in time due to a lack
of a proper road.
A division bench,
comprising of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice MS Karnik
was hearing a slew of
public interest litiga-
tions (PILs) filed in 2006
highlighting the high
number of deaths of
children, pregnant
women, and lactating
mothers due to malnu-
trition in the Melghat
region of east Maha-
rashtra.
On Monday
, a 26-year-
old tribal woman from
Mokhada in Palghar
district, 155km from
Mumbai, had to be car-
ried in a makeshift
stretcher to a medical
centre. The woman,
who was seven months
pregnant, went into la-
bour prematurely. She
was later brought to the
Khodala PHC (public
health centre) in an am-
bulance from the main
road. She gave birth to
twins.
“We read in newspa-
pers today about the
Palghar incident. The
woman was taken to the
hospital in a makeshift
‘Palki’ (stretcher) and
by the time she reached
the hospital the babies
were dead,” Datta said.
“This is in Palghar...
We have been hearing
this matter since the
year 2006 and now we
are in 2022. It has been
16 years... this court has
been passing directions
from time to time,” he
added.
On Wednesday, the
bench noted that it was
concerned about the
fact that the number of
deaths of children,
pregnant women and
cases of stillbirths is
not decreasing.
One of the petition-
ers, Bandya Sane, told
the high court that in
tribal regions, basic
medical facilities are
still not available. He
added that doctors who
are appointed by the
government to serve in
these areas do not re-
port to duty
.
Government pleader
PP Kakade told the high
court that if doctors do
not report to the areas
assigned to them then a
notice would be issued
to them. And if they fail
to respond, the doctors
will be removed from
service.
The bench posted the
matter for further hear-
ing on September 12.
HC takes serious note of Palghar woman losing newborn twins
ALARMING SITUATION
A division bench was hearing a slew of
PILs filed in 2006 highlighting deaths
of children, pregnant women and
lactating mothers due to malnutrition
Bombay High Court.  —FILE PHOTO
“We read in newspapers today about the
Palghar incident. The woman was taken
to the hospital in a makeshift ‘Palki’
(stretcher) and by the time she reached the hospital
the babies were dead... We have been hearing this
matter since the year 2006 and now we are in
2022. It has been 16 years. This court has been
passing directions from time to time.”
—Dipankar Datta, Chief Justice, Bombay High Court
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari during unveiling of India’s first double-
decker AC electric bus in Mumbai, on Thursday. —PHOTO BY PTI
The electric air-conditioned double-decker bus on Mumbai roads.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Changes in new buses
include two stairs, one
in the rear and another
just behind the driver,
and pneumatic doors,
one wide near the rear
wheels and a standard
size opening at the
front. The interiors of
the new double-decker
buses are white with
green-hued seats with
belts, and passenger
amenities include laptop
and mobile phone
charging points and a
passenger address (PA)
system. However, head
space for those on the
window seats may be
on the lower side due to
the AC duct, which may
cause some problems
for tall passengers on
the stairway behind the
driver as well.
NEW FEATURES DOUBLE-DECKER ENTHUSIASTS
RUE LOSS OF UPPER DECK ‘BREEZE’
Mumbai (PTI): The
breeze on the face of
passengers on the up-
per deck of Mumbai’s
famed double-decker
buses will be a thing
of the past as the
electric ones set to
be introduced by the
Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply and Transport
Undertaking (BEST) are
air-conditioned, with a
giant windscreen play-
ing spoilsport. However,
transport enthusiasts
who have been us-
ing the conventional
double-decker for years
now, agreed that the
breeze apart, views will
be better with bigger
windows. “As a child I
used to love sitting on
the front row seats. The
view, the breeze and
the branches of trees
brushing past used to
give me a rush. It will
be missed in the new
buses,” said architect
Vivek Pai. Meanwhile,
the dual colour tone of
the new electric double-
decker buses are also
coming in for some
criticism from enthusi-
asts, who believe black
dominates in compari-
son to red that stood
out in the Undertak-
ing’s fleet. “The double
decker has too much
black. The portion be-
tween two decks should
be red,” tweeted Akshay
Marathe, a public trans-
port enthusiast.
DUMPER TRUCK
MOWS DOWN
MUMBAI COUPLE
5 PEOPLE STUCK
IN LIFT IN THANE
BLDG RESCUED
Mumbai: A couple was
crushed to death after
a speeding dumper
truck hit their motor-
cycle on the Western
Express Highway on
Wednesday, a Mumbai
police official said. The
couple was on their
way to Marol Naka
in suburban Andheri
when the accident
happened in the
afternoon. They were
rushed to the hospital
but were declared
brought dead. Accord-
ing to the official, both
the bike rider and his
wife, who was riding
pillion, were wearing
helmets. The dumper
driver was arrested
and booked under the
relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) including 304-A
(causing death by
negligence).
Thane: Four women
and a man were res-
cued on Thursday from
the lift of a seven-storey
building in Patlipada
area of Thane city, a
civic official said. The
lift had got stuck on the
fifth floor in the morn-
ing and the five persons
inside were rescued
after half an hour,
civic regional disaster
management cell chief
Avinash Sawant said.
Among those trapped in
the lift was a 63-year-
old woman, he added.
CRUCIAL READ
Nagpur: Two workers were killed on Thursday when
the cabin of a stacker reclaimer machine collapsed at
the Maharashtra State Power Generation Company’s
(Mahagenco) Khaparkheda plant in Nagpur, officials
said. The incident took place at 01.50 am. The stacker
reclaimer machine cabin collapsed after becoming
imbalanced, killing two people operating the machine.
The deceased were identified as Santosh Meshram
(30), an employee of the Mahagenco, and contractual
worker Pravin Shende (35). The plant’s chief engineer
Raju Ghuge said the power company will give a com-
pensation to the families of the deceased and will take
steps so that such an incident do not happen again.
The power company has started the process of taking
action against three operations engineers following
the incident.
TWO WORKERS KILLED IN ACCIDENT
AT MAHAGENCO PLANT IN NAGPUR
An irrigation dept official informed
that the water discharge of the dam
went up to 77,056 cusecs on Thursday
Jayakwadi dam. —FILE PHOTO
Accused falsified
docs, transported
Sanjiv Jaiswar’s
remains to
UP without
informing police
Nagpur (PTI): Po-
lice have seized
suspected beef
from a roadside
eatery in Nagpur
district and regis-
tered a case
against its
38-year-old owner,
an official said.
The accused op-
erated the eatery
near Borkhedi vil-
lage. Acting on a
tip-off, a police
team checked the
outlet on Tuesday
night and found
suspected beef
stored in a refrig-
erator. They sent
the meat to a labo-
ratory for testing.
The Butibori po-
lice later registered
a case against the
eatery owner, Fak-
ru Khan Asraf
Khan, resident of
Mewat in Haryana.
Suspected
beef seized at
Nagpur eatery
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK
A gift is pure when it is
given from the heart to the
right person at the right
time and at the right
place, and when we expect
nothing in return.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
PM Shri @narendramodi’s government
is committed to strengthen and support
domestic industries for building an
#AatmanirbharBharat. I have assured
the association that I will take the
matter to Union MSME Minister for
improving and strengthening the
Baruipur surgical cluster.
Kiren Rijiju
@KirenRijiju
In a major boost to the hospitality and
allied sectors, Union Cabinet chaired
by PM Sh @narendramodi ji approved
enhancement in corpus of Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme by Rs.
50,000 Crore. #CabinetDecisions
TOP TWEETS
BIHAR MINISTER,
DEPUTY CM SET
TO BE TRIPPED BY
PAST (MIS) DEEDS
ihar’s Mahagath-
bandhan (grand alli-
ance) government
looks to be starting
on a wrong note. Kar-
tikeya Singh, who is the new law
minister, was supposed to ap-
pear in a court on August 16 but
did not as he was being inducted
in Nitish Kumar’s government.
Now an arrest warrant has been
issued against him in a kidnap-
ping case. Singh’s name figured
in the kidnapping of a builder in
2014. In what can be construed
as a reprieve for the law minis-
ter is a note by the Patna High
Court that said the victim had
not named Singh in his state-
ment before a magistrate.
All eyes will not only be on
this case but also on the CBI
which wants an expeditious
trial in the IRCTC hotels scam
case which has Bihar’s Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav
as an accused. Arguments on
framing of charges are yet to
commence. The CBI has ap-
proached the Delhi High Court
to allow the framing of charges
to begin.
B
ohingya refugees
have become a
cause of embar-
rassment for the
Central govern-
ment after a minister and a
ministry openly disagreed on
their settlement in Delhi. A
minister of the stature of
Hardeep Puri, who holds the
Housing and Urban Affairs
portfolio, is not known for is-
suing flippant statements. A
former diplomat, he must be
used to weighing every word
before uttering it. What
prompted him to announce
that Rohingya refugees in
Delhi would be shifted to
EWS flats in West Delhi
would be known only to him.
As a reaffirmation he also
tweeted that India has always
welcomed those seeking “ref-
uge”, even though that is not
wholly true. Puri assured the
Rohingya refugees that they
“will be provided basic ameni-
ties, UNHCR IDs” and round
the clock police protection.
The Union minister’s welcom-
ing assurances were rejected
by the Union Home ministry
which stated a few hours later
denying any move to resettle
the “illegal refugees”. The
Homeministrysaidthatithad
notgivenanydirectionstopro-
vide EWS flats to the illegal
migrants. These Rohingyas
hadtofleetheircountryMyan-
mar after the army dislodged
the elected government.
The tweets have stirred up a
rowwiththeBJPnowblaming
the Aam Aadmi Party for de-
manding EWS flats for the Ro-
hingyas.TheAAPhitbacksay-
ing that the BJP government
was “secretly trying to give
permanentresidencetotheRo-
hingyas in Delhi” and that the
Delhi government won’t allow
this “conspiracy” to succeed.
Rehabilitating Rohingyas
became a communal issue
when they first arrived in the
country and assimilating
them won’t be easy
.
THE BLUSHES COULD
HAVE BEEN AVOIDED
The tweets have stirred up a
row with the BJP now blaming
the AAP for demanding EWS
flats for the Rohingyas. The
AAP hit back saying that the
BJP government was
“secretly trying to give
permanent residence to
the Rohingyas in Delhi”
and that the Delhi government
won’t allow this
“conspiracy” to succeed
R
Employee Management - Can Destroy
Your Company or Take It To Next Level
n organization is a set of peo-
ple that work for specific ob-
jectives, it is the employee
that run it. The future of any
organization depends on the
type of people who work
there. Proper and well
planned men’s groups for
work is called Talent Manage-
ment. The fate of the organi-
zation depends on the skill set
of the people working in the
organization. If a person
with a correct skill set takes
the organization in the right
direction, then the organiza-
tion and employees are opti-
mally developed. Sometimes
it happens that the turnover
of the company increases,
but the system and talent
management practice in the
company is negligible and
there is a time when the com-
pany is likely to fall from its
employees’ salaries and other
expenses. The companies
who can organize their hu-
man resource in proper way
have a strong foundation.
Recently, the world’s lead-
ing company E  Y surveyed
on the company’s Talent
Management and how they
can grow by organizing it in
correct way. In this survey,
the world’s top 600 officials
took part. These officials
came out with beautiful
things in the discussion. The
organization which will give
more freedom to the employ-
ees to work will grow more
than others. The officials fur-
ther stated that every organi-
zation should develop meth-
od or systems so that each
employee can work with
their own responsibility
. Eve-
ry employee must know ex-
actly what type of work they
are doing and how they want
to contribute to the company
at the end of the year. Also
the organization which does
not give freedom to its em-
ployees for decision making
does not grow very quickly
.
The second thing in this
survey that came out was
that a very few companies
are involved in talent man-
agement related programs or
investments and due to this
reason the company’s growth
in manufacturing is less. As
a result, there are lot of peo-
ple in the organization but
the lack of proper planning
does not benefit the organiza-
tion very much. Only 10% of
the companies have a scheme
to give opportunities to its
present employees rather
than appointing new people.
Doing this gives new oppor-
tunities to the employees
working from a long time
who have contributed more
in the development of the or-
ganization.
More than 54% of the offi-
cials said in this survey that
just 43% of companies have a
strong pipeline to create fu-
ture leadership talent and
38% of the companies have
the eligibility metrics for se-
lecting their organization’s
leadership candidates. Few
companies focus on skill ori-
ented leaders. Only 26% of
companies have met the crite-
ria to select effective leaders
for their organization. Due to
these stats we now come to
know that how much a com-
pany is serious in talent man-
agement and acquisition.
Studying in depth knowl-
edge of talent management,
we get an indication that em-
ployees can give a very im-
portant contribution in the
growth of a company
. Taking
from the workforce planning,
making right choice in em-
ployees and till the employee
come on board the company
has to properly induct them
about the organization, their
role-based responsibility has
to be decided and efforts need
to be made continuously to
make them contribute to the
company. If this whole sys-
tem is not done with a good
work plan then a person will
only be recruited in the com-
pany but will not make any
special contribution. It the
company wants to develop
than the company has to un-
derstand the flow and follow
it accordingly
.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
A
Taking from the workforce
planning, making right
choice in employees and till
the employee come on board
the company has to properly
induct them about the
organization, their role-based
responsibility has to be
decided and efforts need to be
made continuously to make
them contribute to the
company. If this whole
system is not done with a
good work plan then a person
will only be recruited in the
company but will not make
any special contribution. It
the company wants to
develop than the company
has to understand the flow
and follow it accordingly
IMPORTANCE OF TALENT MANAGEMENT
	
z If the employees consider
themselves as partners to the
company, and that kind of
environment is developed than
the company is certainly going
to develop, grow and make
more profits. The company’s
management has to make
certain efforts to create such
an environment.
	
z Every employee working in
the company has to contribute
in the development of their
organization. You and
your company will grow in
partnership if you contribute
well in the company’s growth.
	
z Organizations must have
various programs related to
Talent Management. These
programs should be more
dependent on employee’s
contribution to the organization
	
z Changing the mental attitude
of employees has become very
important in today’s environment.
Regular training programs
should be organized periodically
	
z Leaders working in org has
great responsibilities, has
to make sure that he and
his team give maximum
contribution to organization.
Talent Management is an important factor playing in
the organization’s growth. If you want to develop an
organization, then you have to develop employees
BHAVESH
UPADHYAY
The writer is a Businessman
and HR Expert
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‘Can’t make everyone min every time’
Patna (ANI): Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar reacted
angrily after a senior
legislator from his par-
ty JDU, Bima Bharti,
said she’s upset at not
being made a minister
while her party col-
league, Leshi Singh, is
in the cabinet again.
“I cannot make every-
one a minister every
time,” Kumar said, un-
derlining that Bima
Bharti had also been
minister twice. “This
kind of behaviour isn’t
done. The party will
speak with her calmly.
If she understands,
fine. Or else, if she has
thought of going here
or there, she may con-
sider that.”
Bharti had threat-
ened to resign if Singh
remains a minister.
“I’m upset only with
Leshi Singh that she’s
always chosen. What
does the CM see in her?
She is repeatedly in-
volved in incidents in
her area; brings disre-
pute to the party. Why
am I not heard? Is it be-
cause I am from a back-
ward caste?” she said.
“If Leshi Singh is not
removed, I will resign
from the party
. If my al-
legation against her is
wrong, then I will re-
sign as an MLA,” Bhar-
ti further said.
But Nitish Kumar
was having none of it.
“She (Leshi Singh) was
minister in 2013, 2014,
2019 too. There was
nothing like this (alle-
gation) against her
then. This is all mean-
ingless,” he told report-
ers during an interac-
tion in Patna.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Thursday laid down the foundation stone of the Patna Metro Rail projects
What Nitish Kumar said
on reunion with Lalu?
Patna: Nitish Kumar
met Lalu Yadav for the
first time since their
events reunited final
week to type a brand
new authorities in Bi-
har. “We were together
and we will stay togeth-
er,” the Bihar CM ad-
vised reporters this
morning. Lalu Yadav’s
son Tejashwi Yadav,
who was sworn in as
Deputy Chief Minister,
was with Nitish Kumar
when the 2 Bihar stal-
warts met once more
final night time, after
practically 5 years of
acrimony. “We are to-
gether. We have been
together for years. We
have an old relation-
ship. It is hardly new,”
Nitish Kumar stated.
Nitish Kumar with Lalu Yadav.
Abdullah convenes all-
party meet on August 22
Srinagar (ANI):
National Conference
Chief Farooq Abdullah
has convened an all-
party meeting on Au-
gust 22 over the issue of
inclusion of outside
voters in Jammu 
Kashmir electoral rolls.
“Dr Farooq Abdullah
has invited leaders of
all political parties for a
meeting to discuss the
recent announcement
by the JK govt regard-
ing inclusion of non-
locals in the voter lists.
He personally spoke to
the leaders  requested
them to attend the meet
at 11 AM on Aug 22,”
JK National Confer-
ence said in a tweet.
JK Union Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Hirdesh Kumar on
Wednesday said non-lo-
cals can now vote in the
Assembly elections in
the Union Territory
and about 25 lakh addi-
tional voters, including
outsiders, are likely to
be added to the voter’s
list, after the special
summary revision of
electoral rolls being
held for the first time
after the abrogation of
Article 370.
Farooq Abdullah Mehbooba Mufti
MEHBOOBA SEEKS ALL-PARTY MEET TO
OPPOSE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR NON-LOCALS
Srinagar: Former chief
minister  president of
PDP, Mehbooba Mufti on
Thursday sought an all-
party meeting to oppose
 fight decision to allow
voting rights to non-locals
in JK. Addressing a press
conference here, Mufti said
that she has already spo-
ken to Dr.Farooq Abdullah,
head of People’s alliance
for Gupkar declaration
(PAGD) and president of
National Conference (NC)
to convene an all-party
meeting to decide on the
future course of action
to oppose and fight the
decision announced by the
election commission on
Wednesday that anybody
living ordinarily in JK can
vote here.
TERRORISTS THREATEN TO INTENSIFY
ATTACKS ON JK NON-LOCALS
Srinagar: Lashkar-e-
Taiba backed terror
group Kashmir Fight has
threatened to intensify
attacks on non-locals
in view of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Chief Electoral
Officer’s decision to give
voting rights to people
from other states. In a
major decision, Jammu
and Kashmir’s Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Hirdesh Kumar had an-
nounced that non-locals,
including employees,
students, labourers or
anyone from outside
who is living ordinarily in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Itanagar (ANI): Union
Min Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said the work
culture of Northeast
revolutionary trans-
formed in the last eight
years under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
Singh’s remark came
while inaugurating a
two-day Regional Con-
ference organised in
Itanagar on the theme
“Bringing Citizens 
Govt Closer through
Administrative Re-
forms”. As a result, the
Minister further said,
projects in the North-
east are now getting
completed within a
fixed timeline and the
utilisation of Central
funds is almost 100%.
Minister said every
Northeast state is con-
nected to union capital
by railway and all eight
states are coming up
with airport whereas
Guwahati has turned
into an important inter-
national airport. Minis-
ter added that signifi-
cant development is
helping everyone.
Northeast work culture
revolutionary transformed
under PM Modi:Dr Jitendra
Min Dr Jitendra Singh with Pema Khandu at inauguration event.
GOOD GOVERNANCE
IN THE COURTYARD
SC ORDERS STATUS
QUO ON SPORTS
BODY PLEA
PIL CHALLENGING
PERMISSION TO
CARRY KIRPAN
ON FLIGHTS
SC DISMISSES PLEA TO
FREEZE AIADMK’S
‘TWO LEAVES’ SYMBOL
New Delhi: SC on Thurs-
day ordered to maintain
the status quo on the
order of the Delhi HC till
Monday on a petition
moved by IOA challenging
an order which appointed
Committee of Adminis-
trator (CoA) for IOA for
preparation of Constitution
and conducting fresh elec-
tions. CJ of India Justice
CV Ramanna ordered to
maintain status quo.
New Delhi (ANI): The HC
on Thursday sought a
response from the Centre
and others on a PIL against
the permission granted to
Sikhs to carry kirpans in
domestic flights. Issuing
notices to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MCA),
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), Director General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and DG, Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, a division
bench headed by CJ Satish
Chandra Sharma posted
the matter for Nov 15.
New Delhi: SC on
Wednesday dismissed a
plea seeking directions to
EC of India to freeze the
AIADMK’s ‘Two Leaves’
symbol. A bench headed
by Chief Justice NV Ra-
mana dismissed the plea
filed by one PA Joseph,
who claimed himself as
the founder president of
the JJ Party. Joseph has
challenged the Madras
HC dismissing his plea
and imposing Rs 25,000
on him.
Makers spent `1,000 crore as freebies on doctors
for prescribing DOLO-65O: Supreme Court told
New Delhi (ANI): The
Federation of Medical
 Sales Representa-
tives Association of
India claimed before the
Supreme Court that the
Central Board for Direct
Taxes has accused mak-
ers of Dolo-650 tablet 50
of distributing freebies
worth Rs 1,000 crore to
doctors as consideration
for prescribing the tablet.
Senior Advocate Sanjay
Parikh, appearing for
Federation of Medical 
Sales Representatives
Association of India,
submitted that DOLO had
invested 1,000 core in
freebies to have its anti-
fever drug prescribed to
patients. “This is not mu-
sic to my ears. I was also
asked to have the same
when I had COVID. This
is a serious issue and
matter,” Justice Chan-
drachud remarked.
SC was hearing a PIL
seeking directions to
make pharmaceutical
companies liable for giv-
ing freebies to doctors
as incentive to prescribe
their drugs. Plea by
Federation of Medical 
Sales Representatives
Association of India
sought direction to give
statutory backing to the
Uniform Code of Phar-
maceutical Marketing
Practices (UCPMP). Last
month, I-T Dept con-
ducted raids on office of
Dolo-650 manufacturer.
HC ASKS PETITIONER’S
COUNSEL TO JOIN SIMILAR
CASE PROCEEDINGS
New Delhi (ANI): The Delhi High
Court on Thursday in a matter
related to Talaq-
e-Hasan granted
liberty to the
petitioner’s counsel
to take instructions
to join the proceedings before the
SC in a similar matter. The HC
said that a similar matter is pend-
ing before the Supreme Court.
Justice Yashwant Varma granted
liberty to take instructions in the
matter. The court said, “a similar
matter is pending in the Supreme
Court, you may join proceedings
there.”
Jamshedpur: Fifteen people were
sentenced to death by a court in
Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district
on Thursday for kill-
ing an inmate of the
Ghaghidih Central
Jail in Jamshedpur during a clash
between two groups in 2019.
The court of additional district
judge-4 Rajendra Kumar Sinha
sentenced the 15 people to death
by hanging after convicting them
under IPC sections 302 (murder)
and 120B (criminal conspiracy),
additional public prosecutor
Rajeev Kumar said.
Kozhikode: Granting
anticipatory bail to writer 
social critic Civic Chandran,
Kozhikode district sessions
court in Kerala recently ob-
served offences under SC 
ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act would not prima facie
stand against the accused
as it “is highly unbeliev-
able that he will touch the
body of victim fully knowing
that she is member of SC”.
Court made observation in a
sexual harassment case.
15 PEOPLE SENTENCED TO
DEATH BY JHARKHAND
COURT FOR KILLING INMATE
UNBELIEVABLE HE WILL
TOUCH KNOWING HER
CASTE: DIST COURT
Mahesh Sharma
Mumbai: Shiv Sena’s
rebel MLA Sanjay
Shirsat, who went with
Eknath Shinde, recetly
tweeted that Uddhav
Thackeray is the family
head i.e. the head of the
Shiv Sena family
. He de-
leted the tweet 10 mins
later but said he was up-
set with cabinet expan-
sion. Obviously Shirsat
is not the only leader
who is miffed. Due to
the 40 days taken for the
formation of the cabi-
net and no allocation of
portfolios even after five
days, it is evident that
many MLAs of the
Shinde faction are an-
gry
. It is being told that
Uddhav Thackeray is in
touch with the rebel
MLAs through his close
leaders.
It is also being said
that after Sanjay Raut’s
removal, the activity of
other leaders has in-
creased  rebel MLAs
are also very comforta-
ble in talking to Uddhav.
Earlier, all the conver-
sations were done
through Raut. Many
MLAs are now coming
out saying his always
wanted to dominate.
The style of Milind
Narvekar, who was Ud-
dhav’s advisor, is easy
compared to him. He
has spoken to many
MLAs. There are com-
plaints from MLAs but
no one is against Ud-
dhav Thackeray
. Every-
one is considering pos-
sibility of return.
At present, a total of
20 ministers have been
made in Maharashtra,
including CM, out of
which 10 MLAs are of
rebel faction, including
Shinde. Four ministeri-
al posts will be available
in next expansion. After
that the rebellion in
Shinde faction will in-
crease as there are 30
contenders for 4 posts.
They feel that as an
MLA, they were placed
better even within Shiv
Sena, then what is the
point of revolting and
going to a different fac-
tion. Shiv Sena can get
the benefit of this situa-
tion. Everyone is also
feeling that BJP can con-
duct elections before
time, for which most of
the MLAs are not ready
.
Is Uddhav in touch with rebel MLAs?
Uddhav Thackeray Sanjay Shirsat
COURTESY VISIT
Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari called on Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan, in
Mumbai on Thursday. Also seen Abhishek Bachchan. —PHOTO BY ANI
HE’S LIKE ‘WOMEN WHO CHANGE THEIR
BOYFRIENDS AT ANY TIME: VIJAYVARGIYA
New Delhi: In a scath-
ing attack on Nitish
Kumar, BJP
National Gen-
eral Secre-
tary, Kailash
Vijayvargiya
compared him to wom-
en living abroad who
he alleged are known
for changing their
boyfriends at any time
just like the CM, whose
allegiance to anyone is
unpredictable. “When
I was traveling abroad,
someone there said that
women there change
their boyfriends at any
time. Bihar CM is also
similar, never know
who’s the hand he may
hold or leave…,” Vijay-
vargiya said.
DEVELOPMENTS IN BIHAR POSITIVE SIGN
FOR NATIONAL POLITICS: AKHILESH
Patna: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav
said on Thurs-
day said that
the political
shift in Bihar
is a “positive
sign” and hoped a strong
alternative to the BJP is
formed in the 2024 Par-
liamentary polls. He also
claimed that the BJP’s
allies in Uttar Pradesh
are not happy with it and
will also break free from
the saffron party in the
future. JD(U)’s Nitish
Kumar recently dumped
the BJP and joined hands
with Lalu Prasad’s RJD.
He also claimed that the
BJP’s allies in UP are not
happy with it and will
also break free.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar with State Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav meets ailing State Energy
Minister Bijendra Yadav, at Indira Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences (IGIMS), in Patna on Thursday
(inset) Bima Bharti clicked while talking to a reporter over CM Nitish’s cabinet. —PHOTO BY ANI
—PHOTO BY ANI
 —FILE PHOTO
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Ahtesham Siddiqui
Aligarh: Aligarh Mus-
lim University has ap-
pointed IPS officer Mo-
hammad Imran as new
Registrar on deputation
for 2 years. 2011-batch
IPS Mohd Imran is cur-
rently an SP, Railway in
Jhansi. Prior to this, he
has worked in various
important positions in
the Police Department
including DGP Office.
Imran has served in
the police department
for over 11 years. He has
been awarded DG Com-
mendation Disc Silver
in 2018 and 2019. He is
an expert in mutual
management and devel-
opment of talent  re-
sources. Mohammad
Imran is a BA Honours
in English Literature
and a Master’s in Int’l
Business-MIB.
Mohd Imran, IPS, is
new registrar of AMU
Mohammad Imran
Sharat K Verma
New Delhi: Not many
people know that the so-
cialists have had an im-
pact in the Northeast
since the days of the Ja-
nata Dal. Nitish Ku-
mar’s party has been in
good shape in at least
three states - Manipur,
Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh. Six
of its MLAs from
Arunachal Pradesh
were lured in by BJP
and merged with their
party
. In the elections
this year, six MLAs of
Nitish’s party have won.
So, as soon as they
change their direction,
the wind has started
changing in Northeast.
In Manipur itself, earli-
er there was an opposi-
tion of five Congress
MLAs and one Inde-
pendent, which has now
become11MLAs.Onthe
other hand, BJP’s allies
in both Meghalaya and
Nagaland have shown
their attitude.
NPP leader Konrad
Sangma, heading a five-
party government in
Meghalaya, has said
that his party will not
align with BJP in next
year’s polls. The BJP is
stillapartof thegovern-
ment but Sangma has
made it clear that both
the parties will contest
the elections separately
.
Recently
, the Meghalaya
Police arrested a senior
functionary of the BJP
organization, who was
running a brothel at a
farm house. A huge
quantity of arms and
ammunition were also
found from his farm
house. However, in Na-
galand also BJP’s ally
NDPP has rubbished
reports of merger with
BJP. CM Neiphiu Rio
has said his party will
contest 40 of the 60 seats
in the state and leave 20
for the BJP
.
Have the winds of change started to blow in NE?
SIMMERING DISCONTENT
lll
NPP leader
Konrad Sangma,
heading a
5-party govt in
Meghalaya, has
said that his
party will not
align with BJP
in next year’s
elections
THREAT CALLS TO
PETITIONER’S
HUSBAND
CACHE OF ARMS
DROPPED FROM
DRONE SEIZED
Varanasi:The hus-
band of a woman
plaintiff in the Shring-
ar Gauri-Gyanvapi
case has lodged an
FIR claiming he has
received a beheading
threat from a Paki-
stan number. Station
Officer (SO) Luxa, Anil
Sahu, said, We have
lodged an FIR against
unidentified person/s
for issuing threats after
receiving a complaint
from Sohan Lal Arya.
Jammu: Police on
Thursday seized an
ammunition consign-
ment allegedly meant
for terrorists dropped by
a drone from Pakistan
near the Jammu Inter-
national Border (IB).
The consignment was
seized based on the
information provided by
a jailed LeT commander,
who perished during
an encounter at the site
where the consignment
was found.
15 NAMED IN
SIDHU MURDER
CHARGE SHEET
RAJU SRIVASTAVA
CONTINUES TO BE
ON LIFE SUPPORT
Chandigarh: Fifteen
people have been
named in the Sidhu
Moose Wala case
charge sheet. Lawrence
Bishnoi  Bishnu Bhag-
wanpuria have been
named as masterminds
of the murder. Singer 
Congress leader Sidhu
Moose Wala was shot
dead in Punjab's Mansa
district on May 29.
Sidhu Moose Wala was
shot dead a day after
the state government
curtailed his security.
New Delhi: Comedi-
an-actor Raju Sri-
vastava continues to
remain in ICU on life
support and his health
condition is report-
ed to be critical, say
sources at the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi. There
is great fluctuation
in the actor’s blood
pressure, the sources
say quoting doctors.
Srivastava is in a state
of unconsciousness for
last nine days.
Bangkok: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
on Thursday that the relationship between India
and China is going through an “extremely difficult
phase” after what Beijing has done at the border and
emphasised that the Asian Century will not happen if
the two neighbours could not join hands. Jaishankar
made the remarks while responding to a series of
questions after delivering a lecture on ‘India’s Vision
of the Indo-Pacific’ at the prestigious Chulalongkorn
University.
Kolkata: Suvendu Adhikari on Thursday said the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) won’t last even for the next six months
in the state. The remarks by the Leader of Opposition in
West Bengal came after the ruling party put up posters
claiming that a “new and reformed TMC” come in the next
six months. “Enforcement Directorate(ED) and Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) are doing their job. This party
will not last even 6 months, December is their deadline,”
LoP Suvendu Adhikari said in Purba Medinipur. Adhikari
referred to raids against those connected with Mamata
Banerjee-led TMC recently. A close associate of the CM --
Anubrata Mondal-- is in CBI custody till August 20.
‘EXTREMELY DIFFICULT PHASE AFTER
WHAT CHINA DID ON BORDER’
SUVENDU ADHIKARI BLASTS TMC OVER
‘NEW AND REFORMED’ POSTERS
CRUCIAL READ
New Delhi (PTI): The
BJP’s support to crimi-
nals displays the party’s
mindset towards wom-
en, Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi alleged on
Thursday and asked
PM Narendra Modi if
he was ashamed of
“such politics”.
He cited the examples
of rape cases in Unnao
and Hathras in Uttar
Pradesh, Kathua in
Jammu and Kashmir
and now Gujarat where
the government this
week released those
convicted of rape and
murder in the 2002
Bilkis Bano case. “Un-
nao - worked to save
BJP MLA. Kathua - ral-
ly in favour of rapists.
Hathras - the govern-
ment in favour of rap-
ists. Gujarat - the re-
lease and honour of
rapists. The support to
criminals displays the
petty mindset of the
BJP towards women,”
Gandhi said in a tweet
in Hindi. “Are you not
ashamed of such poli-
tics, Prime Minister ji,”
he asked.
“There is an interest-
ing side story to the
grant of remission to 11
persons convicted for
gang rape in Gujarat.
Among the Review Pan-
el were two BJP MLAs
Shri C. K. Raolji and
Shri Suman Chauhan!
“Another member
was Shri Murli Mul-
chandani who was a
key witness for the
prosecution in the
Godhra Train burning
case!,” he alleged on
Twitter.
He asked whether
this was a neutral, non-
partisan panel of ex-
perts in criminology
and penology and said
the district collector
was the chairperson.
Gandhi and his Con-
gress party have been
attacking the BJP and
the Prime Minister for
releasing the rapists in
the Bilkis Bano case by
granting them remis-
sion.
Rahul attacks BJP for ‘support’ to criminals
Aren’t you
ashamed of such
politics? asks
RaGa to PM
New Delhi: Bilkis Bano’s
lawyer Shobha Gupta
criticised the Gujarat
government move and
said after this, every
rape and murder convict
would apply for remis-
sion. She said the deci-
sion to release comes
across as a 'non-appli-
cation of mind on the
grossness of the crime'.
I think every rape and
murder convict will apply
for remission after 14
years. If a remission can
be granted in this case,
then why won't every
single rape convict ask
for remission? she said.
New Delhi: Terming the
release of 11 convicts in
Bilkis Bano rape case by
the Gujarat government
as shameful, Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
leader K. Kavitha on
Thursday appealed to the
Supreme Court to inter-
vene and take immediate
action. The member of
Telangana Legislative
Council said the decision
to release the culprits
of heinous crimes like
rape and murder on the
auspicious occasion of
Independence Day has
tarnished the divinity of
the day.
‘EVERY RAPE
CONVICT WILL NOW
SEEK REMISSION’
TRS' KAVITHA
APPEALS TO SC
TO INTERVENE
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.  —FILE PHOTO
New Delhi (PTI):
Former Home Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram
questioned the re-
mission of sentence
in Bilkis Bano case
and said when CBI
was the prosecuting
agency, did Gujarat
government consult
the Centre?
Chidambaram in a
tweet said, “The set-
tled position of law is
that in a case where
the prosecuting agen-
cy was the CBI, the
state government is
obliged to consult the
central government
before granting re-
missionof sentence.”
“It is unimaginable
that Gujarat govern-
ment would have de-
fied the view of the
central government
Let the PM and HM
answer these ques-
tions. They can’t hide
behind the wall of si-
lence Under Gujarat
model, nari shakti is
defeated by vinash
shakti,” he added.
Did Guj govt consult Centre
on Bilkis Bano case? PC
Lakhimpur Kheri:
The Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) on
Thursday morning be-
gan its 75-hour-long
dharna at Rajapur Man-
di Samiti in Lakhimpur
city to press for its vari-
ous demands, including
the sacking of Union
minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra.
The SKM had decided
to hold a protest from
August 18 to 20 to seek
justice in the Lakhim-
pur Kheri violence case.
BKU national spokes-
person Rakesh Tikait,
national organisation
secretary Bhudev Shar-
ma and some other
prominent leaders ar-
rived here on Wednes-
day for the dharna, the
district president of
Bharatiya Kisan Union-
Tikait (BKU-Tikait),
the local convener of
the agitation, Dilbagh
Singh Sandhu, told PTI.
 Many more leaders
of SKM would partici-
pate in the dharna, he
said.
Avtar Singh Mehlo,
state vice president of
BKU (Lakhewal), who
arrived here at the
dharna spot on Thurs-
day morning along with
his supporters, said
our fight is for justice
to the farmers killed in
Tikunia violence on Oc-
tober 3, 2021.
We demand sacking
of Union MoS home
Ajay Kumar Mishra,
compensation to the
families of farmers
who died in farmers'
agitation, law for MSP,
roll back of electricity
bill 2022, Mehlo said.
The Union minister’s
son, Ashish Mishra, is
an accused in the vio-
lence that left four
farmers dead here last
year. Farmers from var-
ious parts of UP
, Uttara-
khand, Punjab, and
Haryana have started
pouring in large groups
to participate in the
dharna.
On October 3 last
year, eight people were
killed in Lakhimpur
Kheri in Tikunia vil-
lage during a car inci-
dent that happened dur-
ing a farmers' protest
against Uttar Pradesh
deputy chief minister
Keshav Prasad Mau-
rya's visit to the area.
Four farmers who
were part of the protest
were mowed down by
an SUV
, with the minis-
ter's son allegedly as
one of the occupants.
SKM begins 75-hour dharna in Lakhimpur
Cong leader Ghulam Nabi Azad
calls on Vice President Dhankhar
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
gress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad on Thursday
called on Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar in
New Delhi. The Vice
Presidents Secretariat
tweeted about the meet-
ing between Dhankhar
and the former Jammu
and Kashmir chief min-
ister. Azad had been a
member of the Rajya
Sabha. Dhankhar took
over as the Vice Presi-
dent on August 11. For-
mer Union Minister
and former Chief Min-
ister of Jammu and
Kashmir, Shri Ghulam
Nabi Azad called on the
Honble Vice President,
Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar
at Upa-Rashtrapati Ni-
vas today, the Vice
President Secretariat
tweeted. 
On the call of SKM, a 72-hour Mahapadav of farmers has begun at LakhimpurKheri, demanding
justice for martyrs and arrest of Ajay Misra Teni.  —PHOTO BY TWITTER
Former Union Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad called on V-P Jagdeep
Dhankhar at Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas, in New Delhi on Thursday.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
Panaji (ANI): Goa
Congress MLA Sankalp
Amonkar on Wednes-
day wrote to PM Modi
demanding the imme-
diate sacking of Union
Minister Smriti Irani
to pave way for a free
and fair investigation
into her alleged family-
run business in the
coastal state. Speaking
to reporters, Amonkar,
an MLA from Mormu-
gao said that various
departments in Goa
are presently conduct-
ing enquiries on the
complaint filed by RTI
activist Adv Aires Rod-
rigues.
Goa MLA writes
to PM, demands
dismissal of Irani
Clash of...
The Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
has also announced a
prize of Rs55 lakh its
‘Dahi Handi’ event. The
winning team may also
get a chance to go to
Spain, announced the
party
.Meanwhile, a local
organization ‘Swami
Pratishthan’ will be host-
ing a ‘Dahi Handi’ event
carrying total prize mon-
eyof Rs51lakh,including
Rs11lakhforthewinning
team.Another‘DahiHan-
di’ event is to be held by
anorganizationof Thane
Shiv Sena MLA Pratap
Sarnaik, where the prize
money is Rs21 lakh.
FROM PG 1
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Commodity	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
GOLD	 52,224.00	 32.00	0.06 (Per 10g)
SILVER	 57,298.00	348.00	 0.60 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency	 Price	 Change	 % Chg
USDINR	 79.64	 0.19	0.28
GBPINR	 96.1692	 0.0378	0.0393
CURRENCIES
Vistara is Number 2 in domestic aviation
Satish Nandgaonkar
Mumbai: Full service air-
line Vistara on Thursday
emerged as the new num-
ber 2 in the domestic avia-
tion market, carrying
more passengers than Air
India, Go First, and Spice-
jet and grabbing its high-
est ever market share of
10.4 per cent.
According to the air traf-
fic report released by the
Directorate of Civil Avia-
tion for July 2022, Vistara,
a joint venture between
Tata Sons and Singapore
International Airlines, car-
ried 10.13 lakh domestic
passengers in July com-
pared to 8.14 lakh by Air
India, 7.76 lakh by SpiceJet,
and 7.95 lakh by Wadia
group’s Go First. Low cost
carrier IndiGo maintained
its numero uno position in
the market ferrying 57.11
lakh passengers and
bagged its highest market
share of 58.8 per cent so far
in 2022. This is Vistara’s
highest ever market share
since it started operations
in January 2015. While In-
diGo has been way ahead
in the domestic aviation
market, 2022 has witnessed
intense competition be-
tween SpiceJet, Go First,
Air India, and Vistara.
WITH 8.14 LAKH PASSENGERS IN JULY
VISTARA ON A
WING...
	
z Vistara also notched
up the second-highest
passenger load in July.
	
z Compared to SpiceJet’s
84.7 per cent, Vistara
ranked the second highest
with 84.3 per cent..
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: Total office
space leasing in July
jumped over twofold an-
nually across seven cities
to 8.8 million square feet,
according to JLL India.
Real estate consultant
JLL India in its ‘Aggregate
Monthly Office Lease
Tracker’ said the total
leasing stood at 3.9 mil-
lion square feet in July
last year and 5.8 million
square feet in the previ-
ous month. The aggre-
gate market leasing activ-
ity refers to lease transac-
tions for all grades or
types of office buildings
in the top seven cities, in-
cluding confirmed pre-
commitments. —PTI
New Delhi: Indian apps
and games saw a 200%
increase in active monthly
users in 2021 compared
to 2019, a Google Play of-
ficial said in a blog post
on Thursday. “Indian apps
and games saw a 200%
increase in active monthly
users and an 80% in-
crease in consumers
spends in 2021. Local de-
velopers are also finding
global audiences with In-
dian apps and games see-
ing a 150% increase in
time spent by users out-
side India in 2021 on
Google Play.”  —PTI
INDIAN APPS, GAMES
RECORD 200% RISE
IN MONTHLY USERS
OFFICE SPACE
LEASING MORE THAN
DOUBLES IN JULY
New Delhi: The com-
merce and industry min-
istry is planning to hire
consultants to study busi-
ness environment and
compliances and suggest
steps to promote ease of
doing business in the
country. The DPIIT has
invited applications from
eligible qualified profes-
sionals for engagement
as senior consultant and
consultant for three years
for working in the EoDB
Reform Secretariat. The
secretariat has been es-
tablished in DPIIT.  —PTI
DPIIT TO HIRE
CONSULTANTS TO
WORK TOWARDS EoDB
New Delhi: A large sec-
tion of customers still
prefer hatchbacks despite
sales growth of SUVs and
MSI feels the need to
keep the small car seg-
ment ‘energised’ with new
products, company MD 
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi
said. The company, which
on Thursday launched the
all-new version of its
small car Alto K10 with a
price range of `3.99- 5.83
lakh, will continue to fo-
cus on all segments, in-
cluding the entry-seg-
ment, even as it brings
more tech  feature-
packed products. —PTI
‘INDIA NEEDS TO
KEEP SMALL CAR
SLAB ENERGISED’
*Rates till the edition went to print.
Gear up for 5G launch: Ashwini to telcos
New Delhi (PTI): Telecom
Minister AshwinVaishnaw
on Thursday asked tele-
com service providers to
gear up for 5G launch, post
the issuance of spectrum
allocation letters.
In a first, the Depart-
ment of Telecom (DoT) has
issued spectrum assign-
ment letters on the same
day the successful bidders
of radio waves made up-
front payments.
“5G Update:Spectrum
assignment letter issued.
Requesting TSPs to pre-
pare for 5G launch,”
Vaishnaw wrote on a social
media platform.
The DoT has received
payment of around `17,876
crore from service provid-
ers -- Bharti Airtel, Reli-
ance Jio, Adani Data Net-
works and Vodafone Idea
for spectrum they won in a
recent auction.
The country’s biggest
ever auction of telecom
spectrum received a re-
cord `1.5 lakh crore worth
of bids, with Mukesh Am-
bani’s Jio cornering near-
ly half of all the airwaves
sold with a `87,946.93
crore bid.
Airtel acquired 19,867.8
MHz spectrum by securing
a pan-India footprint of 3.5
GHz and 26 GHz bands and
selected purchase of radio
waves in low and mid-band
spectrum for `43,039.63
crore. While all telecom
operators have opted to
make payments in 20 an-
nual installments, Bharti
Airtel paid `8,312.4 crore
equivalent to four annual
installments.
Reliance Jio has made
payments of `7,864.78
crore, Vodafone Idea
`1,679.98 crore and Adani
Data Networks `18.94 crore.
Richest Indian Gautam
Adani’s group has placed
bids worth `211.86 crore for
400 MHz in a band that is
not used for offering public
telephony services.
COMING UP SOON...
New Delhi (PTI): Bharti Airtel
received spectrum allocation
letter within few hours of
making upfront payment to
the DoT, Bharti Enterprises
founder and chairman Sunil
Bharti Mittal said on Thursday.
“Airtel paid `8,312.4 crore to-
wards spectrum dues and was
provided the allocation letter
for the designated frequency
bands within hours. E band
allocation was given along
with spectrum as promised.
No Fuss, No Follow Up, No
running around the corridors
and No tall claims. This is
ease of doing business at
work in its full glory,” Mittal
said in a statement. “In my
over 30 years of first-hand
experience with DoT, this is
a first ! Business as it should
be. Leadership at work-Right
at the top and at the helm of
telecom. What a Change !
Change that can transform
this nation – power its dreams
to be a developed nation,”
Mittal said.
AIRTEL GETS SPECTRUM ALLOCATION LETTER
New Delhi (PTI): Interna-
tional oil prices have hit a
six-month low, helping In-
dian fuel retailers breake-
ven on petrol but they con-
tinue to lose money on die-
sel - the most used fuel in
the country, officials said.
The world’s best-known
crude benchmark, Brent
was trading at $94.91 per
barrel on Thursday after
concerns of a global reces-
sion led to it slipping to a
six-month low of $91.51 on
the previous day
.
The current rates are a
relief to India, which is
85% dependent on imports
for meeting its oil needs.
The fall in prices has
meant that fuel retailers
such as Indian Oil Corpora-
tion are now breaking even
on petrol but there are
some losses on diesel, offi-
cials with knowledge of the
matter said.
State-owned fuel retail-
ers IOC, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
have not exercised their
right to adjust the retail
selling price of petrol and
diesel in line with the in-
ternational costs for four
and half months now to
help the government man-
age runaway inflation.
AMOUNT
RECEIVED
	
z The DoT has received
payment of around `17,876
crore from Airtel, Reliance
Jio, Adani Data Networks
and Vi for spectrum they
won in a recent auction.
UPI EXPANDS FURTHER
GLOBALLY
New Delhi: Expanding further
outside India, the indigenously
developed real-time payments
solution
UPI will
foray into
the UK
market
starting with QR code-based
transactions. The NPCI Inter-
national Payments Ltd (NIPL)
has forged a partnership with
payments solutions provider
PayXpert to internationalise
the acceptance of its payment
solutions in the UK. NIPL is the
wholly-owned subsidiary of Na-
tional Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI) which developed
the world’s largest real-time
payment solution the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) and
the RuPay card scheme. —PTI
INDIA ADDS RECORD
7.2 GW SOLAR CAPACITY
New Delhi: Solar capacity
installations in the country rose
by 59% to record 7.2 gigawatt
during
first half
of 2022,
accord-
ing to
Mercom India Research. In
January-June or H1 of 2021,
the country had added 4.5 GW
solar capacity, the research
firm’s ‘Q2 2022 India Solar
Market Update’ released said.
The solar installations in April-
June period of 2022 also in-
creased by 59% to over 3.9 GW
compared to 2.4 GW installed
in second quarter of 2021. “The
sector has witnessed the high-
est ever quarterly  half-yearly
solar capacity additions,” it
said.—PTI
OTHER STORIES
GADKARI BATS FOR ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR
VEHICLES TO REDUCE OIL IMPORT, POLLUTION
Mumbai: Union minister Nitin Gadkari on Thursday pitched for the use
of alternative fuels for vehicles to reduce the import
of crude oil as well as cut down on pollu-
tion. As much as 35% of the pollution in
the country is due to diesel and petrol,
Gadkari said, adding, “this is why
we need import-substituting, cost-
effective and pollution-free and indigenous
products”. According to him, it is time to start
using alternative fuels like electricity, ethanol,
methanol, bio-diesel, bio-CNG, bio-LNG and
hydrogen for the automobile sector. —PTI
GST INVESTIGATION WING ASKS OFFICERS
TO REFRAIN FROM SUMMONING CMD/CEOs
New Delhi: The GST investigation authority has asked field offices
not to exercise the power to arrest in a mechanical manner and also
refrain from summoning senior manage-
ment officials like CMDs and CEOs. The
investigation authority under the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has issued guidelines to field
officers on issuing summons and provi-
sion of arrest and bail under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) law. It said that as arrest impinges on the
personal liberty of an individual, such a measure should be based on
credible material. —PTI
OIL AT 6-MONTH
LOW: PETROL AT
BREAKEVEN
Mumbai (PTI): Equity
benchmark Sensex gained
37 points on Thursday,
tracking gains in index ma-
jors Kotak Bank, LT and
Bharti Airtel amid a large-
ly negative trend in global
markets.
After a largely choppy
session, the 30-share BSE
index ended 37.87 points or
0.06% higher at 60,298 after
starting the trade on a
weak note. During the day,
it hit a high of 60,341.41 and
a low of 59,946.44.
This is the benchmark's
fifth straight session of
gains. The broader NSE
Nifty gained 12.25 points or
0.07% to settle at 17,956.50.
From the Sensex pack,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Larsen  Toubro, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
Power Grid, IndusInd
Bank, State Bank of India
and ITC were among the
gainers. On the other
hand, Dr Reddy's Labora-
tories, Wipro, Infosys, Ma-
hindra  Mahindra, Axis
Bank and Nestle were
among the laggards.
Markets settle marginally higher
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee depreciated 19
paise to close at 79.64 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday, following the
strength of the American currency in the
overseas market. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local currency opened
at 79.60 and moved in a range of 79.60
to 79.71 during the day. It finally ended at
79.64 against the greenback, down 19 paise
over its previous close. On Wednesday, the
rupee gained 29 paise to settle at 79.45/$.
` FALLS 19 PAISE TO CLOSE AT 79.64 AGAINST $
34% INDIAN EMPLOYEES WANT
TO CHANGE JOBS: PWC INDIA
New Delhi (PTI): Over
30% of Indian employees
want to change jobs while
71% feel they are being
overlooked for career ad-
vancement, said a PwC
India report.
Workplaces in India
have changed signifi-
cantly over the past cou-
ple of years, with consid-
erable mindset shifts for
both employers and
employees.
While employers have
been more focused on
building a resilient work-
force strategy, employees
on their part are driven
by opportunities for fulfil-
ment, creativity, innova-
tion and authenticity,
apart from financial re-
wards, said PwC’s India
Workforce Hopes and
Fears Survey 2022. The
survey included 2,608 par-
ticipantsand93%of them
were full-time employees.
As per the survey, 34%
of respondents in India
believe they are extreme-
ly/very likely to switch to
a new employer as com-
pared to 19% globally.
Further, 32% said that
they plan to leave the
workforce.
Millennials are the
most likely to seek new
employment, with 37%
indicating that they are
likely to switch employ-
ers in the next 12 months.
New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment has for the fifth
time extended the deadline
to submit applications un-
der the production-linked
incentive scheme for spe-
cialty steel till Sept 15.
The previous deadline to
submit applications under
the production-linked in-
centive scheme was July 31.
Initially, March 29 was
the last date for manufac-
turers to apply for the ben-
efits under the PLI (Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive)
scheme for speciality steel.
It was later extended till
April 30, and again to May
31, 2022.
It was further extended
till June 30 and July 31.
The government had last
yearapproveda`6,322-crore
PLI (Production-Linked In-
centive)schemetoboostthe
production of speciality
steel in the country
.
Specialty steel: Govt
revises PLI app deadline
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Greetings on the occasion of
Janmashtami ! May Lord Krishna
bless each one of us, always!
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
Salim Qureshi’s
remand extended
till August 24
Mumbai: The Nation-
al Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) on Wednes-
day told a special
court that Salim
Qureshi, who was re-
cently arrested for as-
sisting Dawood Ibra-
him’s terrorist activi-
ties, was completing
the task left behind
by Dawood’s sister,
Haseena Parkar.
The NIA revealed
these findings before
the special court while
seeking further custody
of Qureshi alias Fruit-
wala. The court extend-
ed his custody till Au-
gust 24. He was arrest-
ed by the NIA on August
04 and was produced
before Special Judge
BD Shelke on Wednes-
day at the end of previ-
ous remand period.
The investigation
agency sought his re-
mand for another 10
days.
Opposing the remand
extension plea put forth
by the agency
, Qureshi’s
lawyer said that even
after going through
thousands of pages of
documents, NIA was
not able to identify as
single property belong-
ing to his client and was
asking questions not
related to the subject
matter.
Police, CBI failed to collect proof
of Jiah’s suicide, says mother
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Neither the
police nor the Central
Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) had collect-
ed any legal evidence
to prove that her
daughter had commit-
ted suicide, said Rabia
Khan as continued
her recording for the
second day in the case
before Special Judge
AS Sayyad.
On June 03, 2013, she
opened the door of Ji-
ah’s bedroom and found
her hanging with a du-
patta, she testified.
Soon, she informed
actress Anjoo Ma-
hendroo, who arrived at
the spot with Moin Baig
in within 10 minutes.
The knot around Ji-
ah’s neck was untied
and she was laid on bed.
LaterAdityaPancholi
(Suraj’s father) entered
her house and fell at Ra-
bia’s feet saying that his
son had ruined his life
and career.
She also said that An-
joo Mahendroo had cau-
tioned her to not to use
Suraj’s name as his fa-
ther Aditya Pancholi is
linked with the under-
world. Later, the police
tookawayallbelongings
of Jiah including her
phone that contained
many messages and
missed calls—all from
Suraj. Many of these
were abusive, she said.
After some time, the
policecalledJiah’ssister
to unlock her phone. She
found that her phone
had already been un-
locked and all the mes-
sages had been deleted.
“That is when I lost
trust with the Juhu po-
lice,” she added.
After her testimony
,
special public prosecu-
tor (CBI) Manoj Chand-
lanaskedRabiawhether
she wanted to add any-
thing. She then said,
“Both the agencies (po-
lice and CBI) never col-
lectedanylegalevidence
to prove it was suicide. I
believe it was murder
and the accused is re-
sponsible for killing my
daughter.”
HCpullsupgovtoverhousingSCDRCofficials
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Bom-
bay High Court on
Wednesday pulled up
the government for
failing to provide of-
ficial residential ac-
commodations to the
president and judicial
members of the State
Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commis-
sion (SCDRC).
A division bench of
Justices KR Shriram
and AS Doctor was
hearing a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) filed
by the ‘Consumer
Courts Advocates Asso-
ciation’ asking the state
government to provide
residential accommo-
dations for the commis-
sion’s president and
two judicial members.
The court on Wednes-
day noted that the
state’s General Admin-
istration Department
(GAD) cannot be una-
ware of appointment of
the president of the
State Consumer Com-
mission of Mumbai and
two judicial members
whose headquarters
have been relocated to
Mumbai.
The bench directed
the Principal Secretary
(GAD) to file an affida-
vit replying to the peti-
tion and posted the mat-
ter for further hearing
on August 19. The court
directed the Maharash-
tra government’s Advo-
cate General Ashutosh
Kumbhakoni to appear
before it on that day
.
The court pointed out
that there have been
many such complaints
from judicial members
and said the state gov-
ernment was not pay-
ing attention to issues
faced by the judiciary
.
The petitioner’s law-
yer, Uday Warunjikar,
on Wednesday told the
court that in May 2022,
Justice SP Tavade, a re-
tired HC judge, was ap-
pointed president of the
commission but till
date he has not been
provided with an offi-
cial accommodation.
Warunjikar said the
judicial members of the
commission, who travel
to Mumbai from Nag-
pur and Aurangabad
every fortnight, as their
headquarters have been
changed, too, are not
provided with any ac-
commodation.
First India Bureau
New Delhi: The Kol-
hapur airport is be-
ing revamped by the
Airports Authority of
India (AAI) in order
to increase capacity
in light of the phe-
nomenal growth in
passenger traffic. The
development project
includes construction
of a new terminal
building, strengthen-
ing of existing run-
way, extension of
runway, construction
of new apron and iso-
lation bay.
Under the UDAN
scheme, Kolhapur air-
port, which is currently
connected to Hy-
derabad, Bangalore,
Mumbai, and Tirupati,
has been identified for
RCS operations. Recent-
ly, the Airport Aero-
drome license was up-
graded to allow for 24-
hour flight operations.
The new terminal
building is being con-
structed in an area of
4,000 sqm and will be
able to process 300 pas-
sengers during peak
hours. With 10 check-in
counters, the terminal
will be equipped with
all modern passenger
amenities.
The building will be a
four-star GRIHA rated
energyefficientbuilding
with sustainability fea-
tures. The interiors of
the terminal building
will be inspired by local
art and culture. The
large archways on the
front façade of the new
terminalbuildingarein-
fluenced and derived
fromthecommonlyused
arches in Kolhapur’s
heritagestructuressuch
as the Maharaja Palace,
Bhavani Mandap, and
Panhala Fort.
More than 60% of the
work for extension of
terminal building is
complete and the build-
ing will be ready by
March 31, 2023. Work of
upgrading of the airside
facilities is completed.
Apartfromthis,anew
Air Traffic Control Tow-
er is also being con-
structed to cater for fu-
turetrafficgrowth.Park-
ing area with capacity
for 110 car, 10 buses are
also part of the develop-
ment activities.
The new world-class
terminal building of
the airport will en-
hance the connectivity
to this industrial city,
boosting tourism indus-
try of the region. The
increased connectivity
will not only create new
employment opportuni-
ties for the local com-
munity provide access
to better educational
and medical facilities.
Kolhapur airport to get new terminal with enhanced capacity
GETTING REVAMPED
More than 60% of the work
completed; the building likely
to be ready by March 31, 2023
Artist’s impression of Kolhapur airport new terminal building.
World-class building set to enhance
connectivity to industrial city; will also give
a boost to tourism in the region
Jiah Khan was found hanging in
her home on June 03, 2013.
Actor Suraj
Pancholi, who
was in a
relationship
with Jiah at
the time, had
been booked
for abetment
of suicide; he
is currently
out on bail
Salim Qureshi during his arrest.—FILE PHOTO
Mumbai touches highest nCoV mark
since June 30 as 1,201 test positive
First India Bureau
Mumbai: As many as
1,201 COVID-19 cases
—highest since June
30, were reported in
Mumbai on Thursday
,
said the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC), adding
that pandemic-relat-
ed deaths were also
reported in the city.
The metropolis had
recorded as many as 975
new cases and two
deaths on Wednesday
.
The new cases in the
city crossed the 1,000-
mark for the first time
on Thursday after June
30, when 1,265 infections
and one fatality were re-
ported. The cases wit-
nessed a steady decline
thereafter.
According to a BMC
release, the total num-
ber of people who got
infected stands as
11,35,680, while the pan-
demic has claimed as
many 19,670 lives.
The tally of recovered
patientsstoodat11,10,298
as681patientsrecovered
during the day
.
LOP AJIT PAWAR TARGETS NEW
SENA MINISTERS IN THE HOUSE
Takes pot shots at Health Minister Tanaji Sawant and Agriculture Minister Abdul Sattar
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Leader of
Opposition in the
Maharashtra Legis-
lative Assembly, Ajit
Pawar, on Thursday
stumped rebel Shiv
Sena MLAs and new-
ly anointed minis-
ters with a flurry of
questions, and barbs
in his characteristic
sarcastic style on
the second day of
the Monsoon Session
of state legislature.
His first target was
state Health Minister
Tanaji Sawant whom
he grilled during the
Question Hour.
Sawant-- who was
sworn in just last
week-- fumbled when
some Opposition
MLAs grilled him on
the prevalence of ele-
phantiasis in tribal-
dominated district of
Palghar. They sought
to know whether the
disease is also affect-
ing other districts in
the state, and what
sort of action plan has
the state prepared to
tackle it.
A health survey in
October 2021 had indi-
cated that 80 children
were afflicted by ele-
phantiasis in Palghar
district. Of these,
around 29 children
were affected by the
disease in Dahanu,
Vikramgad and Tala-
sari tehsils of the dis-
trict.
“The doctors in Pal-
ghar are working on a
war-footing, and dis-
tribution of medicines
is also happening on a
wide scale,” said
Sawant.
Pawar further in-
quired about the size
of health teams deput-
ed to the district, va-
cant posts, and usage
of allocated funds by
district authorities. In
response, Sawant ad-
mitted that he did not
have any specific in-
formation but that he
would procure rele-
vant data and table it
in the House. Senior
NCP leaders Pawar
and Dilip Walse-Patil
then raised objections
that the minister
should either give in-
formation on their
queries immediately
or keep the question
pending, to be dis-
cussed on Monday.
Speaker Rahul Nar-
wekar then kept the
question in abeyance
and directed Sawant to
give his reply in detail
on Monday.
Next on Pawar’s ra-
dar was state Agricul-
ture Minister Abdul
Sattar, to whom he
posed questions on
compensation for
farmers struggling
due to excess rainfall.
The leader of opposi-
tion also raised the is-
sue of rising farmer
suicides, and claimed
that in 45 days since
Eknath Shinde took
oath as the new chief
minister, Maharash-
tra had witnessed 137
farmer suicides at an
average of three sui-
cides daily. He also re-
iterated his demands
of Rs50,000 per hec-
tare compensation for
flood affected farmers
and Rs1.5 lakh per hec-
tare for horticultur-
ists who faced crop
losses.
Taking a dig at Sat-
tar, Pawar addressed
him in the treasury
benches and said, “Ab-
dul Sattar, I am sur-
prised that you have
got the agriculture
ministry. Dada Bhuse
was looking at farmer’
issues very minutely,
and I don’t know if he
faced injustice (by not
getting the same port-
folio). I thought Bhuse
was really doing a good
job. Now, I will say good
for what is good.”
‘Killer’ tiger tranquilized,
caged in Chandrapur
Chandrapur: A tiger
that had reportedly
killed three persons
in Brahmapuri forest
division of the state’s
Chandrapur district
was tranquilized on
Thursday morning by
a forest department
team.
The tiger, officially
identified as T-103_
SAM-1, has been caged
and shifted to the Tran-
sit Treatment Centre in
Chandrapur after a
thorough medical ex-
amination, said Dipesh
Malhotra, Deputy Con-
servator of Forests.
As per officials, three
persons have been re-
portedly killed by this
tiger. These include a
farmer identified as
Mukharu Raut, who
was killed on Tuesday,
and one Vilas Rand-
haye, who was mauled
to death in Adyal.
Ajit Pawar.  —FILE PHOTO
UNEXPECTED
OUTCOME
—FILE
PHOTO
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On the holy
occasion of Krishna
Janamashtmi,
City First beckons you into
the world of Lord Krishna, a
world of love, joy, togetherness,
loyalty and the sheer joy of
celebration of life! Krishna
epitomises life and it is time
to put the pandemic
behind and rejoice,
with care!
—PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA
 


	11. SABUDANA KHEER
For desserts,  sabudana kheer is
apt to put together this thali.
Sabudana kheer is a traditional
kheer where rice or seviyan is
replaced with sabudana pearls.
The rest of the steps and meth-
ods for making this
kheer are al-
most the
same.
MOUTHWATERING SWEETS AND
SAVOURY DISHES MAKE ANY
FESTIVAL ALL THE MORE
DELICIOUS AND DIVINE AND
DURING JANMASHTAMI, THE
FESTIVAL CELEBRATED TO
OBSERVE THE BIRTH OF LORD
KRISHNA, TRULY IS A FEAST OF
SUMPTUOUS DISHES MADE WITH
MILK, CURD AND BUTTER AND
MORE! CITY FIRST BRINGS TO YOU A
LIST OF DISHES THAT CAN PUT
TOGETHER A PERFECT VRAT-
FRIENDLY THALI FOR THIS FESTIVAL!
Make This
Krishna Bhog
with Love
MITALI DUSAD
Cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
anmashtami and food have a
unique relationship and that
can be seen every year on
this auspicious day that
marks the birth of Lord
Krishna. On this day, there
are a few signature prepara-
tions that are offered to Lord Krish-
na, keeping his love for milk and milk
products in mind. Some devotees also
observe a day-long fast and prepare
bhog as an offering to the deity
. There
are just a few ingredients that can be
consumed during Janmashtami fast-
ing. For instance, dry fruits,
sabudana, Amarnath, makhana,
buckwheat and a few more.
In the Hindu Holy Book, Bhagavad
Gita says that whenever evil predom-
inates and there’s a decline in reli-
gion, God himself will reincarnate to
kill the evil and restore humanity
and goodness.
Janmashtami is an example of
this saying. During the rule of King
Kansa, evil practices were at their
extremes. Hence, Vishu (Hindu God)
reincarnated as Lord Krishna to de-
stroy the evil from the world and
spread the message of love, peace,
and harmony
.
KUTTU KI PURI
Kuttu puri is super crispy, fluffy, and
full of flavours. You can also stuff
them with a potato mixture for a
more filling meal. To make this, all
you need is to prepare the
dough by using buckwheat
and sendha namak.
Roll in a few puris
with the help of
a rolling pin
and fry un-
til crispy
.
J
PANJIRI
Panjiri is considered the most im-
portant Prasad of this festival.
Made with coriander seed pow-
der, powdered sugar, desi ghee,
cashew nuts, almonds, pistachi-
os, mishri, and raisins, this
healthy offering is considered
good for the gut and is popular in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab
regions of the country.
MAAKHAN MISRI
Lord Krishna is very very fond
of white butter or ‘maakhan’.
There are innumerable stories
of little Krishna stealing butter
from the pots of Gopis. Hence,
heisfondlyknownas‘Maakhan
Chor’. So the best way to cele-
brate this festival is to devour a
lovely sweet made out of his
favourite, maakhan. So, this
Janmashtami, do gorge on
Maakhan Misri. It’s very easy
to prepare. All you have to do is
mix sugar with freshly churned
butter. You can also add some
buts to the creamy mixture. It’s
truly yum!
ALOO-PANEER KOFTA
Next up we bring you a quick
and easy aloo-paneer kofta
recipe that can also be a per-
fect addition to both your vrat
and Prasad menu. All you
need to do is prepare a simple
dough with potato, paneer,
flour and some spices and fry
them into crispy kofta balls.
SABUDANA KHICHDI
In this khichdi recipe, soaked sabudana is
stir-fried with peanuts, aloo, jeera and rock
salt, making it soothing to the core. Always
remember, the only tip to cook perfect
sabudana khichdi is to make sure your
sabudana pearls are soaked properly.
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