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	1. First India Bureau
Mumbai:  Maharashtra
has reported two fatalities
suspected to be caused
by influenza. One of them,
a 74-year-old man, died
of the H3N2 sub-type
while the other victim was
infected by coronavirus
as well as the influenza
virus, state Health Minis-
ter Tanaji Sawant told the
Assembly on Wednesday.
An official said one of the
two deceased, a 23-year-
old MBBS student, died
due to a mixed infection
caused by coronavirus
and H3N2. Sawant said
state health machinery
has been put on alert with
361 cases of influenza in-
fections being reported in
the state, and guidelines
will be issued in next
two days. Minister also
advised the use of masks
in crowded places and
social distancing. “Two
persons have died due
to influenza, including
a 23-year-old first-year
student of MBBS in
Ahmednagar. He tested
positive for COVID-19 as
well as H1N1 and H3N2
viruses. Another victim
is a 74-year-old man
from Nagpur who died of
H3N2,” Sawant said.
Shock to Uddhav as loyalist Sawant joins Shinde!
Kartikey Dev Singh
Mumbai: In a setback
to Uddhav Thackeray,
former Maharashtra
health minister Deepak
Sawant on Wednesday
joined Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena in the
presence of CM Shinde.
Sawant was an MLC
of then united Shiv
Sena and was cabinet
minister for public
health from 2014 to 2018
in the Devendra Fadan-
vis-led government. He
was dropped from the
cabinet and denied tick-
et for legislative council
election by Uddhav
Thackeray in 2018.
His ‘entry program’
was held at Balasaheb
Bhavan in Mumbai. Ad-
dressing a presser,
Sawant stressed that
Shiv Sena Chief Balasa-
heb Thackeray and
Thackeray Group Chief
Uddhav Thackeray gave
him a lot. “But I have
been retired since last
three years. I don’t want
a ministerial post, I
want a job. I was made a
MLA. Thank you very
much. But since the last
three years, I have been
given retirement. I
wanted to work. But
now I will get a job
through Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde. I don’t
want to become a minis-
ter. I want to work. I
gave an online letter to
Uddhav Sahab saying,
Give me work,” said
Deepak Sawant.
On this occasion,
Eknath Shinde wel-
comed Deepak Sawant
in his party and said
that no one can stop a
worker. “Today former
health minister Dr.
Deepak Sawant has
joined Shiv Sena. When
he was a minister, he
also went to villages and
worked in remote areas
to reduce malnutrition
in Palghar, Melghat and
other districts of the
state. The concept of tel-
emedicine was his. He
identified problems in
government hospitals
and found solutions for
them,” Shinde said.
Today former
health minis-
ter Dr. Deepak
Sawant has joined Shiv
Sena. When he was a
minister, he also went to
villages and worked in
remote areas to reduce
malnutrition in Palghar,
Melghat and other
districts of the state.
—Eknath Shinde, CM
Sawant was an
MLC of then
united Shiv Sena
and cabinet
minister for
public health in
the Fadanvis-led
government Deepak Sawant
TWO DIE OF
SUSPECTED
INFLUENZA; HEALTH
DEPT ON ALERT
MUMBAI l THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2023 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNI TITLE NO. MAHENG/2022/14652 l Vol 1 l Issue No. 306
JP NADDA CHAIRS
CRUCIAL MEET TO
PLAN UPCOMING
ELECTIONS
New Delhi: BJP national president JP Nadda
chaired a meeting of the party’s national general
secretaries at BJP HQ on Wednesday evening
to deliberate on the agenda to analyse and
prepare further for upcoming elections.  P5
THAKUR TO PLAN
SCREENING OF
OSCAR WINNING
INDIAN FILMS
New Delhi: As a mark of celebration for winning 2 Oscar awards,
Minister for IB Anurag Singh Thakur will be holding a screening
of both the Oscar award-winning films in Parliament for MPs
next week in Delhi. The screening of “RRR” and “The Elephant
Whisperers” to be held in the Bal Yogi Auditorium in Parliament.
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR  MUMBAI BSE SENSEX 57,555.90 344.29 | NSE NIFTY 16,972.15 71.15
Apologise or face music,
Lawrence warns Salman
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi’s in a TV
interview, allegedly giv-
en from a jail in Punjab,
has again threatened to
kill Bollywood actor Sal-
man Khan. He is also
claiming that Goldy
Brar got Sidhu Moose
Wala murdered.
When asked in inter-
view why he was target-
ing Salman, he said that
case of poaching black
buck against Khan went
on for 20-25 years, due to
which community suf-
fered a lot. ‘I have had
anger against Salman
since childhood. If I get
a chance, I will kill him,
Salman should apologize
to the society by coming
to the place of Muktid-
ham in Nokha tehsil of
Bikaner. If he does not
apologise, we will break
his ego,’ he said. 
FOREIGN LAWYERS, FIRMS CAN
NOW PRACTICE LAW IN INDIA
This opening up will be restricted, well controlled  regulated: Bar Council of India
First India Bureau
New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant development, the
Bar Council of India
(BCI) has decided to
permit foreign lawyers
and law firms to prac-
tise in areas such as for-
eign law, international
legal issues and arbitra-
tion matters, which it
said will be mutually
beneficial for lawyers
from India and abroad.
With that objective,
apex bar body has noti-
fied Bar Council of In-
dia Rules for Registra-
tion, Regulation of For-
eign Lawyers, Foreign
Law Firms in India, 2022.
The objects of the
rules notified said the
law practice in India
will be opened for “for-
eign lawyers in the field
of practice of foreign
law; diverse interna-
tional legal issues in
non-litigious matters
and in int’l arbitration
cases would go a long
way in helping legal
profession/domain
grow in India to benefit
of lawyers in India too.”
DISCONTENT IN PARTY NOT ENOUGH FOR
FLOOR TEST: SC QUESTIONS GUV’S ROLE
SC TO HEAR KAVITHA’S
PLEA ON MARCH 24;
NO INTERIM RELIEF
SUICIDE BY MARRIED
MALES: PLEA SEEKS
‘NAT’L COMM FOR MEN’
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday did not grant any
interim relief to BRS MLC K
Kavitha, however, it agreed
to hear her plea challenging
the summons of the ED on
March 24. The ED has asked
BRS MLC K Kavitha to appear
again before it today.
A petition has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking
guidelines to deal with suicide
by married males subjected
to domestic violence and a
‘National Commission for
Men’. The plea was filed by
advocate Mahesh Kumar
Tiwari on Wednesday.
Governor must be conscious that calling
for a trust vote may lead to the toppling
of government. —DY Chandrachud, CJI
OTHER COURT NEWS OF THE DAY
LAND-FOR-JOB SCAM CASE
Delhicourtgrantsbailto
LaluYadavandfamily
Court directed all accused to furnish `50,000
personal bail bond  a like amount as surety
New Delhi: The Rouse
Avenue Court here on
Wednesday granted
regular bail to former
Railway Minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav, Rabri
Devi and their daugh-
ter Misa Bharti and
other accused in con-
nection with the case
related to the alleged
land-for-job scam. The
Special Judge Geetan-
jali Goel on Wednes-
day while granting
regular bail noted that
the CBI had not ar-
rested any accused in
the case and the
chargesheet was filed
without arrests. Next
hearing on March 29.
Lalu Yadav in a wheelchair along with his wife Rabri Devi and
daughter Misa Bharti at Rouse Avenue Court on Wednesday.
TEJASHWI YADAV
MOVES DELHI HC
Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav on Wednesday
moved Delhi HC seeking
direction to quash three
summons issued by CBI
in land-for-jobs scam
case. Bench of Justice
Dinesh Kumar Sharma
will hear matter today.
Chaos spills from Sansad to streets
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Leaders of
several Opposition par-
ties were on Wednesday
stopped by the police at
Vijay Chowk in Delhi as
they took out a protest
march from Parliament
House to hand over a
complaint to the ED on
the Adani issue alleg-
ing ‘corporate fraud,
political corruption
and stock-price manip-
ulation’. As the Opposi-
tion leaders were
stopped from proceed-
ing to the agency’s of-
fice, they returned to
Parliament complex.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge al-
leged that the police
was not allowing the
Opposition MPs of
around 18 parties to
march in protest and
present its case for a de-
tailed probe into the
Adani issue.  More on P5
Oppn attempts protest march to
ED office over Adani issue, turned
away by cops; TMC, NCP leaders missing
Both Houses were adjourned due to
the disruptions; third consecutive
day that Parliament ended business early
Police said Opposition MPs were
not allowed to march forward as
Sect 144 CrPC was imposed in the area
Security deployed during a march of Oppn MPs from Parliament to ED office in Delhi on Wednesday.
Mallikarjun Kharge, KC Venugopal and others during a march.
OPPN LEADERS WRITE LETTER TO ED
DIRECTOR ON ADANI GROUP ISSUE
CENTRE  OPPN AT LOGGERHEADS, NO
END IN SIGHT TO PARLIAMENT IMPASSE
DEFENCE MINISTRY
INTRODUCES BILL
TMC’S SEPARATE
PROTEST IN PARL
Oppn parties on Wednesday urged ED to initiate an in-
vestigation into Adani Group over allegations of corrupt
practices, including money laundering through shell com-
panies. In a letter to ED Director SK Mishra, parties told
probe agency that “it cannot turn around and abdicate its
jurisdiction”. Cong, CPI, CPI-M, JDU, SS, RJD, DMK, JMM,
AAP, IUML, VCK, Kerala Cong  others signed the letter.
The impasse in Parl over Rahul’s comments on Indian
democracy at Cambridge university, Adani-Hin-
denburg row and Oppn allegations of misuse of probe
agencies is likely to continue through 2nd half of budget
session, sources said. Both the House proceedings were
adjourned on Wednesday. Rajya Sabha was disrupted by
BJP who shouted that Rahul Gandhi must apologise.
Working towards crea-
tion of theatre com-
mands, Defence Ministry
has introduced a bill in Lok
Sabha to give disciplinary
powers to commanders of
tri services organisations.
TMC leader Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay said party
would not participate in
any of the other protests
and that it would protest
on its own issues and
agenda in the Parliament.
First India Bureau
Lahore: In a temporary
relief for Imran Khan, a
Pakistani court
Wednesday ordered the
police to stop till Thurs-
day its operation out-
side the former prime
minister’s residence
here to arrest him in a
corruption case after a
scuffle between the se-
curity personnel and
his supporters. Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) party on Tues-
day challenged the po-
lice operation in Lahore
HC, requesting it to di-
rect the govt to end it.
Police halted opera-
tion after HC sum-
moned Punjab IG, CS
and Islamabad police
(operations) head on
the petition filed by PTI
leaderFawadChaudhry
seeking order for the
govt to stop the police
operation at the Zaman
Parkresidenceof Khan.
Former Pakistan Prime Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan addresses Pak in Lahore on Wednesday.
Lahore HC halts Imran
Khan’s arrest till today
PAK HC RESERVES
VERDICT ON PLEA
FILED BY IMRAN
In a separate develop-
ment, Islamabad High
Court on Wednesday
reserved its judgment on
a petition filed by Khan
to suspend arrest war-
rants against him in the
Toshakhana case.
The “real in-
tent” of the
Islamabad
police is not to arrest
me but “to abduct and
assassinate” me.
—Imran Khan,
Former Pakistan PM
New Delhi: A Governor must exercise power cautiously
and be aware that calling for a trust vote could bring down
the government, SC said on Wednesday in sharp remarks
while hearing a case on the Shiv Sena coup. Calling for a
trust vote just on grounds of differences within a ruling
party can topple an elected government, said the court.
Hearing the Sena versus Sena case, the Supreme Court
made strong observations on Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari’s role in the Maharashtra vote that unseated the
Uddhav Thackeray-led government last year.
Bhagat S Koshyari Eknath Shinde Uddhav Thackeray
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CM solicits funds from JICA
for Metro 11, Mum-Goa rd
First India Bureau
Mumbai: On his first
visit to India, Dr Aki-
hiko Tanaka, President
of Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) visited projects
like Mumbai Trans Har-
bour Sealink, which is
funded by JICA.
During the courtesy
visit, Tanak also met
with Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde at his of-
fice. CM Shinde solicit-
ed funds for two more
projects: underground
Metro line 11 (Wadala
CSMT) and Mumbai-
Goa coastal highway
greenfield project, con-
firmed an official at the
Mantralaya.
Recently, the Mum-
bai Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (MMRC) undertak-
ing line 3 has been giv-
en the responsibility of
the Metro line 11 pro-
ject from the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA). JICA has
funded the under-
ground Metro 3.
The second project,
the proposed coastal
highway along the sea-
coast, is modelled on
the lines of the road
linking California’s
coastal road. Mean-
while, the JICA presi-
dent also visited the
MTHL site along with
MMRDA Commission-
er SVR Srinivas.
Physical test criteria to recruit
transpersons in police fixed
First India Bureau
Nagpur: The Maha-
rashtra Home Depart-
ment has fixed physical
test criteria for recruit-
ment of transpersons
into the police force,
days after the state gov-
ernment told the Bom-
bay High Court that it
will create a new win-
dow for such candi-
dates, an official order
said. Under the
transgender category,
the candidates will need
to self-identify them-
selves as male or female
and can accordingly ap-
pear for the physical
test, the order said.
The Maharashtra po-
lice recently undertook
an exercise to fill 18,331
posts, mostly consta-
bles, in the force. As
part of the fitness test,
male candidates had to
cover 1,600 metres with-
in a time frame, while
women aspirants were
asked to run 800 metres.
The jobseekers also had
to take part in a shot put
throw.
As per the new norms
for transpersons, for a
self-identified female
candidate, the height
should not be less than
158cm, while it has to be
a minimum of 165 cm
for a self-identified
male, the home depart-
ment order said. As
part of the physical
tests, self-identified
male candidates will
have to take part in the
1,600-metre and 100-me-
tre runs. The shot put
weight is 8 kg for such
candidates, said an of-
ficial.
For self-identified
women candidates, the
running distances are
800 metres and 100 me-
tres, while the shot put
weight has been kept at
4 kg, said the official.
Chest criteria will
not be considered for
transgender candi-
dates, the official added.
The physical test
norms were decided on
the basis of a report
submitted by a six-
member panel, includ-
ing two doctors and a
psychologist, formed by
the state government.
GovttolookintoBVAdemand
forinfraprojectsinVasai
First India Bureau
Thane: The Bahujan
Vikas Aghadi (BVA)
party, headed by Hiten-
dra Thakur, has an-
nounced that the Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de has instructed offi-
cials to start work on
their request to imple-
ment 25 projects in the
Vasai region of Pal-
ghar district.
The BVA has claimed
that the projects will
help in the develop-
ment of the area.
“We had given a list
of demands keeping in
mind the upcoming
monsoon season. All
the other projects are
aimed to ensure that
citizens of the taluka
can seamlessly com-
mute from one end to
the other. We would ap-
preciate if the demands
are executed at the ear-
liest,” said Hitendra
Thakur.
Thakur’s MLA son
Kshitij Thakur said
these projects will fa-
cilitate seamless trans-
port and motivate last-
mile connectivity in
the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region.
The projects include
civic works like widen-
ing and deepening the
Navghar creek, besides
rail overbridges, east-
west connecting bridg-
es, annd also building
flyovers.
CRUCIAL READ
DISTRICT OFFICER
SUSPENDED OVER
IRREGULARITIES IN
PADDY ACQUISITION
TANKERS BANNED
AT NIGHT TO CHECK
CHEM DUMPING IN
WATER BODIES
NCB SEIZES
CHARAS WORTH
`2.5L, ONE HELD
Gondia: The Maharashtra
State Cooperative Market-
ing Federation Limited
has suspended a district
marketing officer from
Bhandara over alleged
irregularities in paddy
procurement, an official
said on Wednesday. DMO
Ganesh Kharche has been
accused of favouring one
Sant Ravidas Magasvar-
giya Sushikshit Berozgaar
Sahkari Sanstha Maryadit
(Tumsar) that allegedly
released paddy to millers
less than the quantity it
procured at minimum
support price (MSP).
Kharche also allegedly
failed to respond when an
explanation was sought,
which led to his suspen-
sion and a departmental
inquiry against him, said
the official.
Thane: Police in Thane
district have restricted
the movement of tankers
in certain areas to curb
instances of hazardous
waste being released into
water bodies, an official
said on Wednesday.
Tankers have been banned
from the streets between
6 pm to 6 am till May 13,
2023, within the limits
of Dombivali, Ambernath
and Badlapur industrial
areas, said a release by
Srikant Paropkari, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police. Illegal dumping
of hazardous chemicals
into rivers and creeks has
been reported to occur
at night, according to a
recent statement.
Mumbai: The Mumbai
Zonal Unit of the Narcot-
ics Control Bureau (NCB)
has seized 1.17kg of
charas from Navi Mumbai
and arrested a man, an
official said on Wednes-
day. It also recovered
Rs40.45 lakh in cash
and 970 grams of gold
from his possession. The
agency got a tip-off about
a drug trading racket
in the Kalyan Shilphata
area, he said. An NCB
team detained Khan and
recovered 1.1kg charas
from his shop and another
70gm charas from his
house, worth Rs2.5 lakh
in total, the official said.
Dr Akihiko Tanaka of
JICA meets CM
Eknath Shinde, visits
Trans Harbour Sealink
site on first visit
We had given
a list of de-
mands keep-
ing in mind the up-
coming monsoon sea-
son. All the other pro-
jects are aimed to en-
sure that citizens of
the taluka can seam-
lessly commute from
one end to the other.
We would appreciate
if the demands are ex-
ecuted at the earliest.
 —Hitendra Thakur
Pawar slams govt over mins’
absence; Fadnavis apologizes
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Leader of
Opposition in Maha-
rashtra Assembly Ajit
Pawar on Wednesday
lashed out at the state
government over the
absenceof ministersin
the House. A special
sitting was scheduled
buthadtobepostponed
due to low attendance,
due to which, seven of
the eight calling atten-
tion notices had to be
postponed.
This elicited an apol-
ogy from Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis.
A calling attention
notice allows House
members to bring the
attention of a minister
to a matter of urgent
public importance.
The issue cropped
up after the Assembly,
which is having its
Budget Session, re-
sumed its proceedings
for the day at 11 am.
As soon as Speaker
Rahul Narwekar took
up the Question Hour,
an agitated Ajit Pawar
said that in the special
sitting today
, eight call-
ing attention notices
were listed but just one,
related to tourism,
could be taken up for
discussion. This was
because only that min-
ister concerned was
present. The rest had to
be postponed due to the
absenceof other minis-
ters, he said.
“This is theheight of
shamelessness when
ministers do not take
legislative business se-
riously
. They want to
become ministers but
won’t do the work con-
cerning their depart-
ments,” said Pawar.
On Tuesday
, Pawar
said,theHousewhichis
currently debating the
budget proposals con-
cluded its sitting post
midnight at 1 am (on
Wednesday). Still, all
MLAs from the treas-
ury and opposition
benches whose calling
attention notices were
listed in the special sit-
ting came to the House,
said the Nationalist
Congress Party leader.
Expressing regret,
Fadnavis said all min-
isters will be told to be
present when issues
concerning their de-
partments are taken
up in the legislature.
“Yesterday’s order
of the day came post-
midnight, the minis-
ters did not get time for
briefing,” he said.
To this, Pawar said
all the calling atten-
tion notices listed were
the ones which had
been postponed. So all
the ministers have al-
ready taken briefings
on them from bureau-
crats, he said.
Devendra Fadnavis Ajit Pawar
Discussion over
calling attention
notices breaks
out between two
political leaders
during Assembly
proceedings
BUSINESS HOURS
‘Withdraw govt resolution
on contractual hiring’
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Leader of
Opposition in the Ma-
harashtra Legislative
Assembly, Ajit Pawar.
on Wednesday de-
manded that the gov-
ernment withdraw a
Government Resolu-
tion (GR) about re-
cruitment on a con-
tractual basis.
However, Deputy
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis said it
was the right decision,
and also pointed out
that it had been taken
by the previous MVA
government of which
Pawar was a part.
Healsosaidthatcon-
tractual hiring would
bedoneforonlycertain
specific projects.
Speaking in the As-
sembly
, Pawar said the
hiring of govt employ-
ees on a contractual
basis puts a question
mark on secrecy which
governmentemployees
are supposed to main-
tain in certain official
matters.
The GR, issued on
Tuesday, states that
recruitment in the in-
dustries, energy and
labour departments
will be done on a con-
tractual basis through
private agencies, Pa-
war said.
Questioning the
timing of the GR, he
said it has been issued
when government em-
ployees are agitating
for the Old Pension
Scheme.
NCP LEADER FLAGS
RISE IN ATTACKS ON
POLICE PERSONNEL
Mumbai (PTI): National-
ist Congress Party leader
Ajit Pawar on Wednesday
expressed concern about the
rise in the attacks on police
personnel in the state, and
said it could impact their
morale. Raising the issue in
the Assembly, Pawar claimed
that in the last three months
there have been more than
30 such incidents, where
cops have been mowed
down or dragged along with
moving vehicles. The gov-
ernment should take strict
action so that the perpetra-
tors are not emboldened and
charge sheets should be filed
speedily in these cases, he
urged.
Health machinery in tatters due to strike in Maharashtra: Pawar
Mumbai (PTI): Oppo-
sitionleaderAjitPawar
on Wednesday said the
health machinery in
Maharashtra has col-
lapsed while other es-
sential services are af-
fected due to the ongo-
ing strike by state gov-
ernment employees.
Pawar also said the
administration, edu-
cation, health, and
other essential servic-
es have taken a hit.
Speaking in the Legis-
lative Assembly, Pa-
war asked the govern-
ment to intervene to
end the stir.
“In the last two days
of the strike, the
health machinery has
completely collapsed.
The incidence of
H3N2 flu is rising and
the strike is impacting
the common citizens.
The process to conduct
panchnamas of crop
losses due to recent
unseasonal rains has
stopped due to the
strike,” he said.
Lakhs of govern-
ment employees of
went on strike on
Tuesday demanding
restoration of the Old
Pension Scheme.
Budget all-inclusive, growth
on track, promises Fadnavis
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Wednesday
said the state Budget
presented by him for
2023-24 was all-inclusive
with provisions for the
welfare of farmers,
women as well as infra-
structure development.
The state’s economic
growth rate of 6.8% this
fiscal was good in light
of the previous two-
three years, said Fad-
navis, who holds the fi-
nance portfolio, while
replying to the debate
on budget in the Legis-
lative Assembly
.
“In 2020-21, it (growth
rate) was negative 7.2%,
in 2021-22 it was 9.1%
and 6.8% in 2022-23,” he
said.
The fiscal deficit was
within limit, Fadnavis
added.
He will table an ac-
tion-taken-report on the
budget in 2024 before
presenting the next
Budget, he said.
He highlighted the
Namo Shetkari Sanman
scheme introduced by
the budget under which
farmerswillgetRs6,000,
in addition, to the
Rs6,000 given by the
Central government.
“When farmers lose
their crop to unseason-
al rains and hailstorm,
Rs12,000 will come in
handy for re-sowing,”
Fadnavis said, adding
that “at least a start has
been made (regarding
giving aid to farmers).”
He also spoke about
various schemes of-
feredbythegovernemnt
in the Budget.
The previous Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government of the Shiv
Sena, Nationalist Con-
gress Party and Con-
gress did not fulfil any
of the assurances in its
common minimum pro-
gramme, the deputy CM
claimed.
The budget is a “con-
trol-alt-shift budget”
and not a “copy-paste-
edit” one as alleged by
the opposition, said the
BJP leader.
Deputy CM Fadnavis addresses the state Assembly on Wednesday.
Slams previous
MVA govt for not
‘fulfilling any
assurances in its
common
minimum prog’
Maha govt
employees’
strike enters
second day
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Lakhs of Ma-
harashtra government
employees on Wednes-
day continued their
strike on the second day
to demand the restora-
tion of the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS), a day af-
ter Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shin-
de appealed to them to
resume work.
Smooth functioning
in government hospi-
tals and offices was af-
fected due to the ongo-
ing agitation.
Vishwas Katkar, the
convenor of the com-
mittee of nearly 35 state
government employees,
semi-government em-
ployees and teachers,
said employees from 36
districts have joined the
ongoing strike. He re-
jected Shinde’s appeal
made in the Assembly
on Tuesday and insist-
ed that their demands
be met.
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Pieces of woman’s body found,
daughter arrested for murder
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The decom-
posed body of a 55-year-
old woman was found
cut into pieces at a
house in the Lalbaug
area of Mumbai’s Da-
dar on Tuesday night.
The crime has sent
shock waves in the city
.
Police have arrested
the woman’s 23-year-old
daughter Rimple Jain,
an official said on
Wednesday. They sus-
pect the suspect stayed
with the dead body for
over two months and
have detained her for
questioning.
While some parts of
the highly-decomposed
body were found
wrapped in a plastic bag
kept inside the cup-
board of her tenement
in Lalbaug area, other
parts were found
dumped in a water tank,
the official said.
He said Rimple was
found sitting inside the
room when police
knocked on her door on
Tuesday night.
A police officer from
the local Kalachowkie
police station identified
the deceased woman as
Veena Prakash Jain.
She used to stay in Vi-
rar but around 16 years
ago, after her husband
passed away, she moved
to Peru Compound at
Lalbaug to move closer
to her brother, the po-
lice said.
Over the past two
months, whenever
Veena’s brother went to
meet his sister, Rimple
would say she was sleep-
ing or had gone out.
When this continued
over a period of time,
the brother got suspi-
cious. On Tuesday, the
brother sent his son to
meet Veena, but Rimple
did not allow him to
meet her, the police said.
Veena’s nephew then
went to the local Kala-
chowkie police station
following which the po-
lice team reached the
house.
On conducting a
search of the house,
they found Veena’s
body parts in the cup-
board. When they asked
Rimple about it, she
said she was unaware
of it. The victim’s
brother identified the
body following which a
murder case was regis-
tered at the Kalachowk-
ie police station.
Police are awaiting a
postmortem report and
investigating the crime,
the official said, adding
a case of murder was
registered.
DCP Pravin Mundhe addresses mediapersons on the case at
Kalachowkie police station in Mumbai on Wednesday.
Victim’s 22 year old daughter Rimple Jain in police custody.
 —PHOTOS BY BHUSHAN KOYANDE
Cops find
chopped parts
wrapped in
plastic in
cupboard, water
tank at residence
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
z Victim’s brother
sends his son to check
on his sister
z Daughter turns
away cousin; he ap-
proaches police with
complaint
z Police team arrives
at Lalbaug residence
and conducts a
search
z Find body parts
wrapped in plastic in
cupboard and water tank
z Body identified as
Veena Jain by her broth-
er, sent for postmortem
z Murder case lodged
against daughter Rim-
ple, who is taken into
custody
First India Bureau
Thane: A 27-year-old
man, who was arrested
for allegedly raping a
17-year-oldgirl,hasbeen
acquitted by a special
court in Thane district.
The order by Special
(POCSO) Judge VV
Virkar was passed on
March 06 and a copy
was made available on
Tuesday
. While reading
out the verdict, he ob-
served the two are now
married and that the
prosecution had failed
to prove the charges.
As per the prosecu-
tion, the man from
Nanded often visited his
relative’s home in
Thane where the girl,
then a Class XI student,
lived and the two be-
came friends. In Decem-
ber 2017, they eloped to
Nanded where the man
rapedhertwice,claimed
the prosecution.
On the girl’s return,
her parents approached
the police. A case was
registered under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and the
Indian Penal Code, lead-
ing to the man’s arrest.
The judge said the
girl categorically stated
that she had gone with
the man on her own as
her father was opposed
to their relationship. In
such a case no conclu-
sion can be drawn that
the man kidnapped her,
said the judge. The
court said it was not
even proved that the girl
was a minor at the time.
The judge also noted
that the two are now
married and living to-
gether. “It is thus clear
that it was a case of a
consensual relation-
ship,” she said in order.
Man acquitted by
POCSO court in
Thane ‘rape’ case
Says girl’s testimony has no mention
of coercion on part of the accused
First India Bureau
Nagpur: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
is carrying out search-
es at 11 locations across
India, including Nag-
pur office of the Church
of North India (CNI), in
connection with a case
registered in Bhopal,
an official said on
Wednesday
.
ED officials said the
searches are tied to a
cheating case regis-
tered against PC Singh,
bishop of the CNI's Ja-
balpur Diocese. The of-
fice of CNI, a Protestant
denomination, located
in the Sadar area in the
city is being searched,
an official said. In Sep-
tember 2022, Singh had
been detained at the
Nagpur airport in Ma-
harashtra for question-
ing after an offence was
registered against him.
Madhya Pradesh po-
lice at the time had re-
covered around Rs1.6
crore in Indian and for-
eign currencies from
the bishop's residence
in Jabalpur. Singh was
then in Germany
.
The case against
Bishop Singh was regis-
tered in July 2022 after
it was alleged that he
had indulged in finan-
cial misconduct in run-
ning an educational so-
ciety, of which he was
the chairman.
ED officials said an
investigation showed
thatRs2.7crorecollected
as students' fees by the
society's various institu-
tions between 2004-05
and2011-12wasallegedly
transferred to religious
institutions, misused
and spent by the bishop
for personal needs. A
part of the money was
also transferred to CNI's
Nagpur office, they said.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: On Wednes-
day
, the Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and
Transport (BEST) Un-
dertaking launched
‘Bus Karo 2023’, a flag-
ship programme of
World Resources Insti-
tute India (WRI India),
with backing from the
Delhi Transport Depart-
mentandAssociationof
State Road Transport
Undertakings (ASRTU).
The programme eyes
to bring together offi-
cials of State and Mu-
nicipal Transport Un-
dertakings across In-
dia, who are accounta-
ble for the operations,
and deployment of
buses including fleet
management, technol-
ogy implementation
and business model.
The ‘Bus Karo’ pro-
gramme began with a
two-day Capacity Build-
ing Workshop and fo-
cused on electric bus
planning and schedul-
ing, Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP), In-
telligent Transport
Management Systems,
among others.
The platform will
give an opportunity for
officials to share best
practices, success sto-
ries and challenges re-
lated to the develop-
ment and implementa-
tion of bus services in
their respective states.
Lokesh Chandra IAS,
GeneralManager,BEST
Undertaking said, “In-
dia’s urban population
is expected to reach 540
million by 2025 and 1.3
lakh additional buses
would be required to ca-
ter to this growth. ‘Bus
Karo 2023’ offers a
unique knowledge ex-
change opportunity
.”
For effective trans system, BEST kicks off flagship ‘Bus Karo’ prog
KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
lll
The platform
would help
explore
evidence-based
innovative
solutions to
streamline
operations
“Bus Karo 2023 is a flagship programme of the World Resources
Institute India.”
MAIN FOCUS
The ‘Bus Karo’ pro-
gramme began with
a two-day Capacity
Building Workshop and
focused on electric bus
planning and schedul-
ing, Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP),
Intelligent Transport
Management Systems,
and Risk Mitigation
approach for financing
public bus services
among others.
ED searches at Nagpur office of Church of North India
First India Bureau
Mumbai: SSC students
residing in Malad
East’s Appa pada,
which witnessed the
destructive fire on
Monday are in a tizzy
as their hall tickets,
textbooks and note-
books have been de-
stroyed in the blaze.
The students had no
idea of how to enter
exam halls at their des-
ignated centres on
Wednesday.
The fire in Anand
Nagar gutted more
than 3,000 houses made
up of plastic sheets
and temporary sheds.
On Tuesday afternoon,
the area was crowded
as hundreds of by-
standers and visitors,
including women and
children from neigh-
bouring areas, had
gathered. More than 50
big trees were scorched
but still standing on
the land.
There were at least
four fire brigade vehi-
cles put on standby
mode while authorities
were making rounds.
Many local NGOs were
seen lending a helping
hand as they distrib-
uted clothes, medicines
and water along with
snacks and meals.
The BMC had made
temporary housing and
food arrangements for
slum dwellers. But most
of the residents opted to
sit on the piece of land
where their houses
were until a day ago.
SSC exam: Students
lose docs in blaze
Fire at Malad East’s Appa Pada destroyed exam hall tickets,
textbooks of students.  —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The recent
installation of black
and white ceramic tiles
by the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) on central me-
dian dividers in Mala-
bar Hills’s D ward has
come under the lime-
light after criticism
from campaigners over
ad hoc policy decisions,
saying that these
should not be devel-
oped at the expense of
taxpayers.
It was part of project,
for which the corpora-
tion had allocated Rs30
crore to each ward.
Rs1.82 crore was used to
install tiles on median
dividers in D ward.
While BMC referred to
project as a trial pro-
ject to reduce the cost
of maintaining divid-
ers, campaigners have
raised concerns about
such experiments being
carried out at the ex-
pense of public funds.
Santosh Daundkar,
an RTI activist, has
claimed that public
funds had been spent on
experiments and deci-
sion-makers must be
held accountable.
Beautification Project: BMC’s
crores of expense faces backlash
CRUCIAL READ
FOUR DIE OF
SUFFOCATION
INSIDE CHAMBER
Pune: Four people died
due to suffocation inside
a British-era drainage
chamber in Baramati
tehsil of Pune district on
Wednesday, police said.
“The drainage was full
and victim was cleaning
it. Some trash got stuck,
so Pravin Atole ventured
inside to remove it, but
fainted due to suffoca-
tion,” official said. Soon
after, three other persons
went in to rescue him and
ended up fainting.
23 BOOKED FOR
STEALING POWER
IN THANE DIST
Thane: A case has been
registered against nearly
two dozen persons for
allegedly stealing electricity
worth nearly Rs3 lakh in
Thane district, an official
said on Wednesday. The
official said that the alleged
power theft was recently
detected in the Titwala area
during an inspection by
officials from the state-run
distribution company Ma-
havitaran. Based on a com-
plaint, the police booked 23
persons, he said.
FIRE BREAKS OUT
AT RESI BUILDING,
3 KIDS IN HOSP
Mumbai: Around 80
persons were rescued
while ten including three
children were hospitalized
after a fire broke out at a
seven-storey residential
building in suburban
Mulund, a civic official
said. Fire Brigade vehicles
rushed to the spot and
extinguished the blaze
within 15 to 20 minutes,
he said. The flames, which
erupted around 2.45 pm,
were confined to electric
wiring, installation, meters
and switches in the com-
mon meter cabin, he said.
BANNED GUTKHA
AND TOBACCO
PRODUCTS SEIZED
Palghar: Police have
seized illegal gutkha and
tobacco products worth
over Rs11.66 lakh in the
Palghar district of Maha-
rashtra. The contraband
was being smuggled into
the state and a man has
been arrested in connec-
tion with the case. The
seizure was made by local
crime branch officials at
a checkpost on the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad highway
on March 13. The banned
products were found in a
small truck.
TWO ARRESTED
FOR CHASING
WOMAN ON A BIKE
Mumbai: Two persons
were detained for al-
legedly chasing a woman
political leader on a bike,
informed Dadar police.
The arrests came after
the leader had filed a
complaint that the two
men on a bike chased
her and also made some
offensive gestures. “A
woman leader filed a
complaint after two men
on a bike chased her and
made some gestures at
her. We have registered a
case against the accused,”
an officer said.
Pune (PTI): A 44-year-
old software profession-
al, his wife and their
eight-year-old son were
found dead in their flat
in the Aundh area of
Pune city on Wednes-
day, police said.
It seemed that the
man first killed his wife
andsonandthenhanged
himself, they said. The
deceased were identi-
fied as Sudipto Ganguly
,
his wife Priyanka and
his son Tanishk.
“As the deceased cou-
ple was not responding
to phone calls, Sudip-
to's brother who lives in
Bengaluru asked a
friend to visit the
house. After finding the
flat locked, he filed a
missing person com-
plaint,” said an official
of Chatushringi police
station.
Sudipto was found
hanging from the ceil-
ing and his wife and
child were found dead
with plastic bags over
their faces.
Couple, 8-year-old son
found dead at Pune flat
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Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
Distressed by the devastation
due to Cyclone Freddy in Malawi,
Mozambique and Madagascar.
Condolences to President @
LAZARUSCHAKWERA, President Filipe
Nyusi and President @SE_Rajoelina,
bereaved families and those affected
by the cyclone. India stands with you
in this tough time.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Wonderful conversations with Shri @
Wangchuk66 and his wife Gitanjali J
Angmo ji. Appreciate their passion,
thoughts and drive for transforming
education, encouraging experiential
learning, developing culture of innovation
and sustainable development.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
It is better to live your own
destiny imperfectly than to
live an imitation of somebody
else’s life with perfection.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
RISHI SUNAK
EARNS POLICE
REBUKE FOR
VIOLATING
ANOTHER RULE
ne doesn’t know
whether to praise the
British police for
their fearlessness or
criticise Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak for breaking
rules once too often. He was first
fined when he was Chancellor
of Exchequer in Boris Johnson
government and attended a par-
ty at 10, Downing Street flouting
Covid rules on social distancing.
Johnson became the first prime
minister to be fined by police for
that party
. As prime minister, he
was penalized in January for
not wearing a seatbelt in a mov-
ing car. Sunak had to apologise
for an “error of judgment”.
The uber rich British prime
minister is again in the news for
wrong reasons. Sunak and his
family were filmed strolling in
central London’s Hyde Park
without a leash on his pet Lab-
rador which was against rules
His act drew a rebuke from Met-
ropolitan Police. If Mr Sunak
wants to flout rules knowingly
or unknowingly, he should mi-
grate to India where a posse of
policemen accompanying him
would keep other cops away
.
TOP TWEETS
O
n what seems an
indirect exten-
sion of the Quad-
rilateral Security
Dialogue, com-
monly known as Quad, the
nuclear-powered submarine
deal between the US, UK and
Australia is a new irritant for
China in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Reacting to the deal
China warned that the three
countries were treading a
“path of error and danger”.
The nuclear subs are being
sold under a different tripar-
tite security pact between the
Australia, UK and the US
(AUKUS). The pact envis-
aged, among other things, as-
sisting Australia in acquir-
ing nuclear submarines to
counter China’s hegemonic
designs in the region. When
signed in September 2021 the
pact was described as “a pow-
erful statement about the pri-
ority of the Indo-Pacific”.
Of particular interest in
AUKUS is the provision of
‘assisting’ Australia to ac-
quire the Virginia-class at-
tack submarines for which
that country will be spending
an astronomical $368 billion
over the next three decades.
To add to the bitterness of
the deal is the possibility that
these are going to second
hand submarines.
China sees AUKUS as a
threat and an illegal act of
nuclear proliferation. The
plan, China has reportedly
said, “constitutes serious nu-
clear proliferation risks, un-
dermines international non-
proliferation system, fuels
arms races, and hurts peace
and stability”. The Ameri-
cans note the Chinese build-
up and have sought informa-
tion from Beijing about its
intentions. The deal has up-
set France which was plan-
ning to supply its own sub-
marines but the arrange-
ment was abruptly cancelled
by Australia.
BOTTOM A N-SUB DEAL
TOO EXPENSIVE?
In what seems an
indirect extension of
the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue,
commonly known as Quad,
nuclear-powered
submarine deal between
US, UK and Australia is
a new irritant for China
in Indo-Pacific region
I
NOW, DEMAND FOR HOLDING
COLLEGE POLLS GAINING GROUND?
ven as a ban is in place which
has been imposed by the Kol-
kata Police, supporters of the
Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) recently marched to
the West Bengal Assembly
demanding student union
elections in colleges and uni-
versities of the state.
The student bodies affili-
ated to the Left parties in the
state have begun forcing the
government to hold students’
union elections across col-
leges and universities, which
have been in a “spot” since
2013. Earlier, when the SFI
had begun marches as part
of the Vidhan Sabha Abhi-
yan from Sealdah and How-
rah to the West Assembly,
several of the outfit’s activ-
ists were detained.
The activists went all the
way in order to meet Assem-
bly Speaker Biman Banerjee
and West Bengal education
minister, Bratya Basu, to
hand over a memorandum
for student union polls in the
state’s colleges and universi-
ties. Students Federation of
India (SFI) state committee
member Subhajit Sarkar
said the SFI members also
gathered at Sealdah station
to join the main rally near
Bowbazar crossing.
However, some of the rally-
ists were stopped before pro-
ceeding towards the Bow-
bazar area as they got down
from the train in Sealdah sta-
tion by policemen deployed
at the spot, SFI leader
Anandarupa Dhar alleged.
“They have lifted some of our
comrades in prison vans as
they alighted from the train
in the most undemocratic
manner. But we are deter-
mined to take out the rally.
This is our right,” she added.
The rally was taken out to
“Save the education sector
from the fascist forces like
BJP at Centre and TMC in
state are bent on privatisa-
tion of education system ig-
noring the interest of poor
students, immediate holding
of student union polls in
state-run and state-aided
higher educational institu-
tions and to stop the rolling
out of New Education Policy,
2020 draft which is aided by
the ruling TMC in Bengal,”
Sarkar alleged.
Plagued by a number of al-
legations, raids and arrests
of important leaders by the
central agencies, and pro-
tests by many sections of the
people on the eve of the state-
wide panchayat elections, the
TMC government in West
Bengal now faces the wrath
of college students over non-
execution of polls for almost
a decade.
Outfits such as the Student
Federation of India (SFI) of
the CPI(M) and All India
Democratic Students’ Organ-
isation (AIDSO) of the
SUCI(C), have been holding
protests, demanding student
union elections, across uni-
versities, colleges and the
streets of Kolkata. Last Fri-
day, the SFI organised a
march to the state Legislative
Assembly on the demand.
However, the state educa-
tion minister, Bratya Basu,
has clarified that these col-
lege elections won’t be held
before the three-tier pan-
chayat polls, expected to be
held in May. “We will hold
student union elections. But
since panchayat elections are
also due soon, we have to give
priority to the latter. I’m
hopeful that we can hold stu-
dent union elections after the
panchayat polls are over,”
Basu said.
Basu also added that stu-
dent elections across campus-
es in the state will be held on
separate days. “Elections in
colleges and universities in
north Bengal, south Bengal
and other belts will be held on
different days, though I
haven’t yet spoken to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
about this,” said Basu. In July
last year, he had said the state
government was very keen on
conducting elections across
colleges and universities in a
“free and fair” manner, and
expressed hope that the stu-
dents’outfitsof allOpposition
parties would participate.
However, there is no re-
ported clarity over the fact
when the students’ polls will
be held. In fact, all eyes are
now on the rural or the pan-
chayat elections which actu-
ally means a lot for the ruling
party and before the Lok
Sabha it is definitely a show
of strength. Politically, the
rural elections will mean a
lot for the ruling TMC more
so when the Congress-Left
combine grabbed the Sagar-
dighi bypoll seat recently
.
It may be mentioned that
till 2010, students’ polls were
being held in West Bengal on
a regular basis. Till 2013, stu-
dents’ polls were being held
regularly, however, since
then the polls schedule has
been affected.
In February 2013, violence
triggered over college elec-
tions at Garden Reach in Kol-
kata, in which one policeman
was shot dead. After this, the
West Bengal government an-
nounced a state-wide suspen-
sionof collegeunionelections
for six months. Then, the ir-
regularities started. After
2016, no election was conduct-
edinuniversitiesandcolleges
of the state. In 2019, student
elections were reintroduced,
beginning with four stand-
alone universities. But this
processgotinterruptedbythe
Covid pandemic.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
E
In February 2013, violence
triggered over college
elections at Garden Reach
in Kolkata, in which one
policeman was shot dead.
After this, the West Bengal
government announced
a state-wide suspension
of college union elections
for six months. Then, the
irregularities started. After
2016, no election was
conducted in universities
and colleges of the state. In
2019, student elections were
reintroduced, beginning
with four stand-alone
universities. But this
process got interrupted by
the Covid pandemic
The activists went all
the way in order to
meet Assembly
Speaker Biman
Banerjee and WB
education minister,
Bratya Basu, to hand
over a memo for student
union polls in the state’s
colleges and universities.
SFI state committee
member and others
also gathered at
Sealdah station to join
the main rally near
Bowbazar crossing
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Journalist and
former Managing Editor, First India
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BJP MP writes another letter,seeks
termination of RaGa’s membership
New Delhi (Agencies):
Alleging “grave con-
temptof theparliament”
against Rahul Gandhi
forhisrecentremarksin
London including the
claim that his Mike was
switched off in the Lok
Sabha, BJP MP Nishi-
kant Dubey on Wednes-
day wrote a fresh letter
to Lok Sabha speaker
Om Birla and demanded
a special committee to
consider termination of
Congress MP’s member-
ship.
“His (Rahul Gandhi)
conduct is required to
be invested thoroughly
either by Privileges
Committee or by a spe-
cial Committee and
thereafter House should
consider whether such
member should be ex-
pelled from the House
so as to protect the es-
teem of parliament and
other democratic insti-
tutions and give a clear
message that no one
takes the pride and re-
spect of high institu-
tions for a ride in fu-
ture,” Dubey has main-
tained in the letter.
The BJP MP had al-
ready demanded termi-
nation of Gandhi’s
membership for his re-
marks against PM Nar-
endra Modi in the Lok
Sabha while speaking
on the vote of thanks on
the president’s address
to the joint sitting of
the parliament.
The BJP MP has
maintained that utter-
ances made by Rahul
Gandhi at Cambridge
University, at Cathom
House and through
other media was con-
temptuous and unbe-
coming of a member of
the Lok Sabha.
The BJP MP has
claimed that the con-
duct and statements of
Gandhi are denigrat-
ing, unwarranted com-
ments/ untenable nar-
rative by a member of
Parliament about Indi-
an Parliament, democ-
racy, judiciary, press
from foreign soil.
Opposition MPs raise slogans at Lok Sabha demanding an apology from Congress MP Rahul Gandhi over his ‘Democracy in India’ remarks in London during the second
phase of the Budget Session of the Parliament, in New Delhi on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
BUDGET
SESSION
NO QUESTION OF
APOLOGY, SAYS
CONGRESS CHIEF
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday said there is no
question of an apology over
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks
in the UK and that those
demanding so must answer
on PM Narendra Modi “hu-
miliating” the people of the
country with his comments.
BJP’s several ministers
have been demanding an
apology from Gandhi over
his remarks in the UK.
‘CRITICISING GOVT
DOESN’T AMOUNT TO
BEING UNPATRIOTIC’
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal on Wednesday
said criticising the govern-
ment whether at home or
abroad is a citizen’s right
and does not amount to
criticising India or being un-
patriotic. In a tweet, former
Union minister Sibal said,
“Criticising the Govern-
ment whether at home or
abroad is a citizen’s right.
That does not amount to
criticising India.”
84,866 POSTS LYING
VACANT IN 6 ARMED
FORCES: GOVT
Atotal of 84,866 posts
are lying vacant
in six Central Armed
Police Forces like the
CRPF and BSF against
the total sanctioned
strength of 10,05,520,
the Rajya Sabha was in-
formed on Wednesday.
Recruitment of 31,785
personnel in the CAPFs
has been done in the
past five months.
MAMATA BANERJEE
TO VISIT DELHI TO
MEET OPPN PARTIES
West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee is
likely to visit New Delhi
to meet the opposition
parties over the alleged
misuse of central agen-
cies against them. A top
Trinamool Congress lead-
er said the party chief is
likely to embark on a visit
to Delhi, however, the
schedule for the same is
yet to be finalised.
IRANI SLAMS RAGA OVER HIS ‘DEMOCRACY’
REMARK, SAYS NATION DEMANDS APOLOGY
Union Minister Smriti Irani lashes out at Rahul
Gandhi and said that he defamed the nation
on foreign soil. In a press conference Irani
said, “Rahul Gandhi defamed the nation
on foreign soil  disrespected the insti-
tutions - SC  EC. Is humiliating India
a democracy? Is disrespecting the
chairman of the House a democ-
racy? India demands an apology.”
PARLIAMENT STALEMATE: MODI GOVT
‘UNDERMINING’ DEMOCRACY: CONGRESS
The Congress accused the Modi government of
“undermining and weakening” democ-
racy in the country by stalling Parl in
order to save a businessman. “What
the government is doing in Parlia-
ment is a proof that democracy
in the country is being under-
mined,” Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate told reporters.
BJP national president JP Nadda.
—FILE PHOTO
Nadda reviews
upcoming poll
preparations
New Delhi (ANI):
Bharatiya Janata Party
national president JP
Nadda chaired a meet-
ing with the party’s na-
tional general secretar-
ies at the party head-
quarters on Wednesday
evening to deliberate on
the agenda to analyse
and prepare further for
the upcoming elections.
Sources privy to the
details told ANI that
this meeting was held to
review the work done
by the party in the past
few months.
“The party reviewed
the progress of the on-
going programmes like
the Lok Sabha Pravas
where leaders are tour-
ing across the country
focussing on the weak
Lok Sabha seats identi-
fied by the party. BJP
general secretary, Vi-
nod Tawde is the con-
venor of this committee
for the Lok Sabha Pra-
vas,” sources said.
It is pertinent to men-
tion that ‘weak Lok
Sabha’ seats refer to a
survey in which 160 Lok
Sabha seats were iden-
tified by the Bharatiya
Janata Party, where it
did not perform well in
the 2019 elections. Vari-
ous states are slated to
go for Assembly polls
including Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Mizo-
ram. The party will re-
view the impact on the
ground of the drive to
take the Union Budget
to public that was un-
dertaken in a big way
.
One of the big focuses
of today’s meeting
was to analyse and
prepare further for the
upcoming elections.
The state of Karnataka
will go for assembly
polls soon and
the party will be
focusing on winning
that election.
Sources
No jurisdiction to act against parties for
caste-based rallies in non-election time: EC
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
cited its lack of jurisdic-
tion during non-election
periods and limited
powers to de-register
parties for not being
able to act against caste-
based rallies outside of
the Model Code of Con-
duct, in a counter affida-
vitfiledintheAllahabad
High Court last month.
Hearing a petition
filed by Lucknow-based
advocate Moti Lal Ya-
dav in 2013, the Luc-
know Bench of the High
Court had asked the
Commission in Janu-
ary to submit its re-
sponse to the plea that
the ECI should bar po-
litical parties that hold
meetings on caste and
religious lines from
elections. The petition-
er had also asked that
ECI deregister such
parties.
The ECI affidavit,
filed by the Uttar
Pradesh Joint Chief
Electoral Officer on be-
half of the poll panel
on February 16, stated
that the Commission
does not have the pow-
er to act against rallies
along caste lines that
occur outside of the
MCC period, which is
from the announce-
ment of an election till
its completion.
The ECI “has no ju-
risdiction to restrict the
convening of meetings
and rallies on caste
lines by political par-
ties during a non-elec-
tion period and to ban
them from contesting
the subsequent elec-
tion,” the affidavit said.
COURTYARD
New Delhi (ANI): The Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day directed the residents of the JJ cluster in
Yamuna floodplains to vacate their jhuggis within
three days. The High court also directed the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) to go ahead with
demolition after three days. The concerned Deputy
Commissioner of Police has also been directed to
provide all the support for the demolition.
HC DIRECTS PEOPLE LIVING IN YAMUNA
FLOODPLAINS TO VACATE WITHIN 3 DAYS
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court Wednesday
sought response of the Consortium of National Law
Universities, Bar Council of India and the Centre on
a plea seeking to conduct the Common Law Admis-
sion Test- 2024 (CLAT) not only in English but also
in other regional languages. The bench listed the
matter for further hearing on May 18.
RESPOND TO PIL TO CONDUCT CLAT-2024 IN
REGIONAL LANGUAGES: HC TO OFFICIALS
New Delhi (ANI): A
Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) has been
moved in the Delhi
High Court on Wednes-
day seeking direction
to the Centre and the
Election Commission
of India (ECI) to take
apposite steps for com-
pulsory voting in the
Parliament and State
Assembly elections, in
order to enhance vot-
er’s turnout, promote
political participation,
improve quality of de-
mocracy and to secure
right to vote.
PIL SEEKS STEPS
FOR COMPULSORY
VOTING IN PARL
POWERS DRAWN FROM
A 324 CONSTITUTION
New Delhi: The ECI said its
plenary powers drawn from
Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion were only with respect to
the conduct of elections and
that it had issued the MCC
for that. As per MCC, the af-
fidavit said: “political parties
should refrain from appealing
to caste or communal feel-
ings for securing votes”.
‘Willbringlawtoprotect
rightsofpeopleofJK’
Srinagar: The Demo-
cratic Progress Azad
Party (DPAP) will bring
in a laws to protect land
and job rights of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir if voted to
power, its chairman
Ghulam Nabi Azad
said on Wednesday
.
The former J-K chief
minister, who was ad-
dressing a public rally
in Zaloora area of
Sopore in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla dis-
trict, said the aim of his
party is the restoration
of statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir.
“It is the basic fight.
Otherwise, they will
keep threatening us,
taking away our lands,
bulldozing our houses.
So, It is very important
to have our own govern-
ment, chief minister,
ministers and MLAs,”
Azad said.
Azad said if his party
is elected to power, it
would also enact a law
in the assembly to pro-
vide land and job rights
to the people of J-K.
“Article 35-A was tak-
en away
. There were two
main rights for the peo-
ple of J-K because un-
der that… We have to
restore land and job
rights. But, that can be
done only through an
assembly, by passing a
law in the assembly so
that outsiders cannot
get employment or land
here,” he said.
My party aims to get
rid of poverty and un-
employment by provid-
ing employment oppor-
tunities to the youth,
Azad said.
He said he and his
party colleagues do not
fear anyone and will rid
J-K “of the currently
prevalent system”.
“We do not fear any-
one, we do not fear any
raids, we are not afraid
of being jailed,” he
added.
Karnataka Congress
chief slams top cop for
protecting ruling govt
Bengaluru: Karnataka
Congress president DK
Shivakumar today
sought the arrest of
Praveen Sood, the
state’s Director general
of police. The Congress
leader claimed that the
DGP had been protect-
ing the ruling BJP gov-
ernment and filing cas-
es against leaders from
his party
.
“This DGP is nalayak
(useless). Immediately,
there should be a case
against him. And he
should be arrested. The
election commission
should remove him,”
Mr Shivakumar said.
“He has finished
three years in service.
How many days do you
want to keep and wor-
ship him? He has been
filing cases only against
Congress. He has regis-
tered more than 25 cases
against us,” he added.
He said that Congress
will take action against
him if they come back
to power. Elections to
the 224-member Karna-
taka assembly are set to
be held before May 2023.
PRESIDENT HOSTS
President Droupadi Murmu in a group photo during a breakfast hosted for the Members
of Parliament from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Haryana, during a meeting
at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi, Wednesday, March 15, 2023. Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, Parliamentary Affairs MoS Arjun Ram Meghwal, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh and many other dignitaries are also seen.  —PHOTO BY ANI
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Viral woes: Cases rising
due to H3N2, Covid,  H1N1
A majority of H1N1 cases are from Tamil Nadu (545), Maharashtra (170)
New Delhi Agencies:
India is currently wit-
nessing a surge in viral
infections caused by
H3N2, Covid-19 and
swine flu. Real-time sur-
veillance by the Inte-
grated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme
(IDSP) shows that 955
cases of H1N1, also re-
ferred to as swine flu,
have been reported by
states till February 28.
A majority of H1N1
cases are reported from
Tamil Nadu (545), Ma-
harashtra (170), Gujarat
(170), Kerala (42) and
Punjab (28), the health
ministry said.
It added that the ID-
SP-IHIP (integrated
health information
platform) data from
health facilities indi-
cates that during the
month of January, 3.97
lakh cases of acute res-
piratory illness/influ-
enza (ARI/ILI)-like ill-
ness were reported that
increased to 4.36 lakh
during February. “In
the first nine days of
March, 1.33 lakh ARI/
ILI cases were report-
ed,” said an official.
Be it swine flu, Influ-
enza A subtype H3N2 or
Covid-19, all are spread
mainly through virus
droplets. Wearing a
mask can help reduce
the risk of infection
caused by them, said
another senior doctor.
New Delhi (PTI): Pre-
vent highly intoxicated
travellersfromboarding
the aircraft, limit alco-
hol intake, instal CCTV
cameras and sensitise
staff about sexual har-
assment are part of the
detailed guidelines giv-
en by DCW to the avia-
tion regulator amid ris-
ing incidents of unruly
passengers on flights.
In a letter to the Di-
rectorate General of
Civil Aviation, the Del-
hi Commission for
Women said it has ob-
served increasing inci-
dents of disruptive and
unruly passengers on
flights in recently, add-
ing such incidents are
extremely traumatising
for the passengers. “Me-
dia has reported recent
cases of harassment
and misconduct by pas-
sengers in two flights in
which they were in a
highly inebriated
state,” the panel said.
‘Prevent intoxicated travellers from boarding flight’
WOMEN’S PANEL DEMANDS
lll
The panel has
proposed
stronger action
to be taken
against airline 
crew members
for failure to
implement a
zero-tolerance
policy on sexual
harassment
HM AMIT SHAH TO
VISIT GUJARAT ON
MARCH 18-19
4 HELD FOR DUPING
PEOPLE OF ` 1 CR VIA
FAKE WEBSITES
DELHI GOVT EXTENDS
‘OLD EXCISE POLICY’
FOR SIX MONTHS
7-YEAR-OLD BOY WHO
FELL IN MP BOREWELL
DIES AFTER RESCUE
New Delhi (PTI): Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will undertake a two-day
visit to Gujarat on March
18 and 19 during which
he will attend a host of
programmes, including a
dairy industry convention
and convocation of two
universities, officials said
on Wednesday. Shah will
also offer prayers at the
Somnath temple, they said.
The Union Home Minister
will also attend the con-
vocation ceremony of the
Gujarat central university.
New Delhi (PTI): Four men
were arrested for allegedly
duping people of more
than Rs 1 crore by offering
pens, belts and bags on
heavy discounts using fake
websites created in the
name of a luxury company,
police said on Wednesday.
The accused have been
identified as Hardeep Har-
nal (35), a native of Pun-
jab, Himanshu Verma (27)
of Uttar Pradesh, Sharafat
Ali (29) of Haryana, and
Sagar Bagga (30) of Delhi,
they said. One laptop and
five mobile phones used by
the accused in the crime
have been recovered,
police added.
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Delhi government on
Wednesday extended the
‘old excise policy’ for six
months. With the extension,
the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party government
has also asked its con-
cerned officials to prepare
a new excise policy. As
per the old excise policy,
there will be five dry days
during these six months,
which will be on Mahavir
Jayanti, Good Friday, Bud-
dha Purnima, Eid-al-Fitr and
Eid-al-Adha, ANI reported.
Vidisha (PTI): A 7-year-old
boy was rescued nearly
24 hours after he fell into
a borewell in Madhya
Pradesh’s Vidisha district
but he could not survive, an
official said today. “Doctors
declared him dead after
examination,” Vidisha Col-
lector Uma Shankar Bhar-
gava told reporters. Madhya
Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced an as-
sistance of Rs 4 lakh to the
kin of the boy, the collector
said. The child was rushed
to a hospital, about 14 km
from the district headquar-
ters following his rescue
nearly 24 hours after he fell
into the borewell.
CRUCIAL READ
Lucknow (PTI): BSP president Mayawati on Wednesday
paid tributes to party founder Kanshi Ram on his birth
anniversary, and called for giving a befitting reply to his
detractors by obtaining the “master key” of electoral suc-
cess. The BSP supremo, who paid floral tributes to Kanshi
Ram at the party office early morning, charged that Kanshi
Ram and his followers have been subjected to contempt.
In a series of tweets in Hindi, Mayawati said, “Tributes to
Honourable Kanshi Ram, who gave strength and momen-
tum to the self respect movement of the most revered
Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar by making the deprived
and exploited ‘bahujan samaj’ a political force.” The former
UP CM said the BSP movement was strengthened by him.
ELECTORAL SUCCESS KEY TO COUNTER
OPPONENTS OF KANSHI RAM: MAYAWATI
MK Stalin honours
tribal couple from
Oscar-winning film
Ex-principal
secy seeks
time to appear
before ED
Ranchi (PTI): Senior
IAS officer Rajeev Arun
Ekka has sought time
after March 24 to ap-
pear before the Enforce-
ment Directorate in
view of the ongoing
budget session of the
Jharkhand Assembly,
official sources said on
Wednesday
.
The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) had sum-
moned Ekka, the for-
mer principal secretary
to Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
to appear before its re-
gional office here on
Wednesday in connec-
tion with the money
laundering case linked
to suspended IAS offic-
er Pooja Singhal.
Ekka, now secretary
in the Panchayati Raj
department, has sought
time after March 24 to
appear before the cen-
tral agency, official
sources told PTI.
CUET to be
conducted in 3
shifts:UGC chief
New Delhi (PTI): The
Common University En-
trance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted in 3
shifts this year instead
of two and plans for its
merger with crucial en-
trance exams like JEE
and NEET will be an-
nounced at least two
years in advance, ac-
cording to UGC chair-
manMJagadeshKumar.
In an interview to
PTI, Kumar said the
University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) and the
National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) are prepared
to ensure that the sec-
ond edition of CUET-
UG is glitch free. Kumar
said that in a deviation
from the usual pattern,
the exam will be con-
ducted in three shifts
from this year.
New Delhi (Agencies):
Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
isterMKStalinWednes-
day felicitated elephant
caretaker couple Bom-
man and Belli who fea-
tured in the Oscar-win-
ning documentary The
Elephant Whisperers.
Stalin honoured the
couple at the secretariat
by gifting them a shield
of appreciation and a
cheque of Rs 1 lakh
each. On the occasion,
Stalin also announced a
grant of Rs 1 lakh each
to all the mahouts em-
ployed at the two ele-
phant camps in the
state from the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief
Fund. There are 91 ele-
phant caretakers at Th-
eppakadu in Mudu-
malai Tiger Reserve and
KozhikamuthiElephant
Camp in Anaimalai.
The state forest de-
partment’s activities on
elephant care manage-
ment got global atten-
tion through this docu-
mentary
.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin awards cheques of Rs 1 lakh each to
the elephant caretaker couple Bomman and Bellie, who starred
in ‘The Elephant Whisperers’ in Chennai on Wednesday.
Puducherry: As per
the information, the
Puducherry govern-
ment on Wednes-
day declared
holidays for classes
I to VIII students
in government,
government-aided
and private schools
from March 16 to
March 26 in view of
the spread of viral
fever in the Union
territory.Home
minister A Na-
massivayam, who
holds the portfolio
of school education,
made an announce-
ment in this regard
in the assembly.
New Delhi (Agencies): Celebrating Holi irre-
sponsibly while operating a flight has led to two
SpiceJet pilots getting grounded. While having gu-
jhiyas on a Delhi-Guwahati flight last Wednesday,
the two had kept a cup of beverage over the flight
deck’s centre console where even a little spillage
could have affected safety. Once the picture of this
celebration at 37,000 feet when the aircraft was
cruising at 0.79 mach (975 kmph) went viral, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday asked the airline to immediately identify
the crew members and act against them. Com-
plying this with directive, the airline a day later
off-rostered (taken off flying duty) the pilots.
PUDUCHERRY
SCHOOLS TO
REMAIN SHUT
FOR 11 DAYS
2 PILOTS GROUNDED FOR KEEPING
BEVERAGE ON CENTRE CONSOLE
Ruckus in Kerala Assembly: 4 Oppn
MLAs, 5 security personnel injured
New Delhi (Agencies):
A protest in the Kerala
Legislative Assembly
over the denial of no-
tice for an adjournment
motion ended in a scuf-
fle between the security
personnel and Opposi-
tion MLAs Wednesday
.
Four Opposition
MLAs and five security
staff were admitted to
hospital in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Congress-
led Opposition mem-
bers got provoked after
Speaker A N Shamseer
denied permission for
the adjournment mo-
tion moved by MLA
Uma Thomas citing the
assault of a minor girl
in broad daylight in the
state capital the other
day. Opposition mem-
bers moved towards
his chamber, raising
slogans against Sham-
seer. They sat in front
of the office of the
Speaker, holding a pro-
test banner.
Meanwhile, the secu-
rity staff’s attempt to
remove the protesting
Opposition members
ended up in a scuffle.
NIA raids 15 locations in J-K,
Punjab against terror groups
New Delhi (ANI): The
National Investigation
Agency(NIA)hasraided
15 locations in Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
in Punjab in a case re-
lated to terror conspira-
cy hatched by Pakistan-
basedproscribedorgani-
sations to radicalize
youth of the Union Ter-
ritory and target mem-
bers of minority com-
munities, security per-
sonnelreligiousevents
and activities, an official
said on Wednesday
.
The raids were car-
ried out at 15 locations
in 6 districts of JK, in-
cluding Srinagar, Bara-
mulla, Pulwama, Anant-
nag, Budgam and Kath-
ua; and one location in
FatehgarhSahibinPun-
jab, said an official.
‘Women’s Reservation Bill should bebrought soon’
New Delhi (ANI): Stat-
ing that the Women’s
Reservation Bill will
help in raising the rep-
resentation of women
in the Parliament,
Bharatiya Rashtriya
Samiti leader K Kavi-
tha on Wednesday, said
that the bill should be
immediately brought.
Kavitha said, “Who-
ever speaks against PM
Narendra Modi is called
and questioned. It is
wrong, everyone has the
right to question. They
(BJP) first raided busi-
ness houses and tried to
control them, then they
tried to control political
parties”. “We will fight.
We have not done any-
thing wrong. Whenever
we will be called by
them (ED) we will go
and answer,” she added.
Talking about the
Women’s Reservation
Bill, the BRS MLC said
that it will help in in-
creasing women’s par-
ticipationinParliament.
BRS MLC K Kavitha along with other Opposition party MPs during a
conference on Women Reservation Bill in New Delhi on Wednesday.
New Delhi: The Supreme Court did not grant any
interim relief to Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLC
K Kavitha, however, it agreed to hear her plea chal-
lenging the summons of the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on March 24.The ED has asked BRS MLC
K Kavitha to appear again before it on March 16.
The court has agreed to hear her petition on March
24 in connection with a money laundering case
related to Delhi excise policy irregularities matter.
New Delhi (ANI): The
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a
fresh charge sheet against
the 15th accused in
West Bengal’s Ekbalpore
Communal violence case
that pertains to clashes
between two communities
on October 9 last year.
The agency named Md
Zeeshan Akbar, a resident
of Kolkata’s Khiddirpore, in
the supplementary charge
sheet filed before a special
NIA court in Kolkata on
Tuesday.The agency in
January this year had filed
a charge sheet against 14
accused persons in the
case, which pertains to the
clash between members
of two communities who
engaged in brick-batting,
stone-pelting and hurled
bombs at each other.
SC TO HEAR K KAVITHA’S PLEA ON
MARCH 24; NO INTERIM RELIEF
CHARGESHEET FILED AGAINST 15TH
ACCUSED IN COMMUNAL VIOLENCE
Actor Sameer Khakhar,
known for ‘Nukkad’ 
‘Circus’, dies at 71
New Delhi PTI: Vet-
eran actor Sameer
Khakhar, best known
for his roles in TV
shows such as ‘’Nuk-
kad’’ and ‘’Circus’’,
passed away at a hos-
pital on Wednesday
morning due to mul-
tiple organ failure,
his younger brother
Ganesh Khakhar
said. He was 71.
Ganesh said Sameer
Khakhar was admit-
ted to MM Hospital
in Borivali in subur-
ban Mumbai on
Tuesday morn-
ing following
respiratory
issues.
“He was
admitted to the in-
tensive care unit of
MM Hospital. Slowly
and gradually
, he suf-
fered multiple or-
gans failure, he was
unconscious and
then he collapsed. He
passed away at 4.30
am today,” Ganesh
Khakhar told PTI on
Wednesday
.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
 


	8. INDIA ADDS 23  NEW UNICORNS IN 2022
Mumbai (PTI): India
overtook China by adding
23 unicorns in 2022 while
the neighbouring country
created 11 such startups
with valuation of $1 bil-
lion or more. For the sec-
ond time in a row, India
topped China creating 23
unicorns in 2022, taking
the total number of such
high-value companies to
96, as against China’s 11 in
the year, said a reporty by
IVCA-Bain  Co.
However, this year’s
number is just half of the
unicorns created in 2021
when it stood at a record 44,
which took the overall
number to 73 in that year.
According to the report,
nine of the 23 unicorns
added in the year have
emerged from cities out-
side of the top 3 metros,
indicating a shift to more
democratic funding geo-
graphically. This means
that funding to startups in
non-metros grew to 18% of
the total inflows share.
OVERTAKES CHINA
MAJOR
FINDINGS
z For the second time in a
row, India topped China
creating 23 unicorns in
2022, taking the total
number of such high-
value companies to 96, as
against China’s 11
z However, this year’s number
is just half of the unicorns
created in 2021 when it
stood at a record 44
business
BRIEFS
New Delhi: India’s edible
oil imports rose 12%
year-on-year in February
to 10.98 lakh tonnes on
higher imports of crude
palm oil, according to in-
dustry body SEA. In a
statement, the Solvent
Extractors’ Association of
India on Wednesday said
that edible oil imports
rose to 10,98,475 tonnes
in February from 9,83,608
tonnes in the year-ago
period. Imports of non-
edible oil fell to 16,006
tonnes in February from
36,389 tonnes in same
month last year.  —PTI
EDIBLE OIL IMPORTS
UP 12% TO 10.98
LAKH TONNES IN FEB
New Delhi: Gold prices
declined by `310 to
`57,070 per 10 grams in
the national capital on
Wednesday amid weak
global trends, according
to HDFC Securities. The
yellow metal had closed
at `57,380 per 10 grams
in the previous trade. Sil-
ver also fell by `90 to
`66,535 per kg. “Spot
gold in the Delhi markets
traded at `57,070 per 10
grams, down `310 per 10
grams,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Com-
modities at HDFC Securi-
ties, said. In the overseas
markets, gold was quot-
ing lower at $1,891 per
ounce and silver was flat
at $21.61/ounce.  —PTI
GOLD DECLINES `310
PER 10 GM; SILVER
FALLS `90 PER KG
Mumbai: Honda Motorcy-
cle and Scooter India on
Wednesday launched its
100-cc Shine 100 motor-
cycle at an introductory
price of `64,900 (ex-
showroom Maharashtra)
and said it targets to sell
3 lakh units in a year of
mass market category
bike with plans to ramp
up the volumes to 6 lakh
units over a period of the
next three years. The 100-
cc segment accounts for
almost one-third of the
total two-wheeler market
in the country.  —PTI
HMSI LOOKS TO SELL
3 LAKH UNITS OF
100-CC SHINE
New Delhi: Life Insurance
Corporation on Wednes-
day said it has sold 2% of
its equity stake in state-
owned NMDC, taking its
total shareholding in the
public sector unit to
11.69% as of March 14.
LIC said its holding in
NMDC has decreased
from 13.69% to 11.69%
during the period between
December 29, 2022 
March 14, 2023, at an av-
erage price of `119.37 a
share. The sale of 2%
stake or a little over 5.88
crore shares in open mar-
ket has fetched over `700
crore to LIC.  —PTI
LIC SELLS 2% STAKE
IN NMDC BETWEEN
DECEMBER  MARCH
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 57,070.00 210.00 0.36 (Per 10g)
SILVER 66,535.00 90.00 0.13 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.62 0.25 0.30
GBPINR 100.20 0.06 0.06
CURRENCIES
*Rates till the edition went to print.
12 COS GARNER `478
CRORE THROUGH IPO
IN JANUARY 2023
New Delhi: The primary mar-
ket seems to be muted, with
companies raising only `478
crore through
12 initial
public offer-
ings (IPOs)
in January. Of
the 12 IPOs, only two were of
the main board that garnered
`323 crore, while 10 small and
medium enterprises (SME)
mobilised `155 crore through
the initial share-sales, ac-
cording to the latest data with
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) showed
on Wednesday. —PTI
ATL CERTIFIED AS
SINGLE-USE PLASTIC-
FREE COMPANY
New Delhi: Adani Transmis-
sion Ltd has been recog-
nised as a
‘single-use
plastic-free’
company by
the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry-ITC
Centre of Excellence for
Sustainable Development. The
company has been certified
for its successful voluntary
implementation of single-use
plastic-free measures within
its 37 operational locations.
This certificate is valid from
February 22, 2023 to February
21, 2024. —PTI
SAMSUNG TO INVEST
$230 BILLION TO BUILD
‘MEGA’ CHIP CLUSTER
Seoul: Samsung Electronics
said on Wednesday it expects
to invest 300
trillion won
($230 billion)
over the next
20 years as
part of an ambitious South
Korean national project to
build the world’s largest semi-
conductor manufacturing base
near the capital, Seoul. The
chip-making “mega cluster,”
which will be established in
Gyeonggi Province by 2042,
will be anchored by five new
semiconductor plants built by
Samsung.  —PTI
HERO ELECTRIC SET TO
ROLL OUT OVER 10 L
VEHICLES ANNUALLY
New Delhi: Hero Electric on
Wednesday said it is set to
roll out over 10 lakh vehicles
annually in
the next two
to three years
from its manu-
facturing units
in India. The company, which
launched new versions of its
three electric scooter models
priced between `85,000 and
`1.3 lakh, plans to set up a
greenfield plant at Rajasthan
with an annual production ca-
pacity of 20 lakh units with an
investment of around `1,200
crore.  —PTI
GOVT MULLING NEW RULES TO INCREASE
SECURITY OF MOBILE PHONES, APPS
New Delhi: The government is mulling a new framework to
develop adequate security standards for mobile phone users, with
sources saying the initiative follows
concerns over misuse of data and
spying by pre-installed apps. The
Meity in a tweet said security of
mobile phones is important and the
government is in consultation with
stakeholders to develop adequate
security standards. The initiative
follows concerns raised by several stakeholders around misuse of
users data and spying by pre-installed apps. —PTI
OTHER STORIES
TRADE DEFICIT NARROWS TO $17.43 BILLION
EXPORTS DIP FOR THIRD STRAIGHT MONTH
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
tracting for the third
month in a row, India’s ex-
ports declined by 8.8% to
$33.88 billion in February
due to slowdown in global
demand, even as the trade
deficit touched about a
year low of $17.43 billion
during the month, accord-
ing to official data released
on Wednesday
.
Imports also declined by
8.21% to $51.31 billion as
against $55.9 billion record-
ed last year.
Cumulatively, however
during April-February this
fiscal, the country’s overall
merchandise exports rose
by 7.5% to $405.94 billion.
Imports during the period
increased by 18.82% to
$653.47 billion.
The merchandise trade
deficit for the April-Febru-
ary this fiscal stood at
about $247.53 billion.
The country’s exports
had contracted by 6.58% to
$32.91 billion in December
2022. In February 2022, the
trade deficit was $18.75 bil-
lion. Last time, it was in
January 2022 when the
trade deficit touched $17.42
billion. Commerce secre-
tary Sunil Barthwal said
that going by the trend, In-
dia’s goods and services
exports will cross $750 bil-
lion in 2022-23.
Export sectors that re-
corded negative growth
during the 11-month period
of this fiscal included engi-
neering goods, gems and
jewellery, cotton yarn/fab-
rics/made-ups, and plastic
and linoleum.
Engineering exports
dipped to $98.86 billion dur-
ing April-February 2022-23
from $101.15 billion in the
same period last fiscal. In
the same period, gems and
jewellery shipments de-
clined to $35.21 billion from
$35.32 billion during April-
February 2022-23.
Sectors which recorded
positive growth included
petroleum products, chem-
icals, pharma, electronic
goods, rice, ready-made
garments of textiles.
Gold imports during
April-February this fiscal
contracted to $31.72, as
against $45.12 billion.
MAJOR
HIGHLIGHTS
z India’s exports declined
by 8.8% to $33.88 billion in
February due to slowdown in
global demand, even as the
trade deficit touched about
a year low of $17.43 billion
during the month
z Imports also declined by
8.21% to $51.31 billion as
against $55.9 billion recorded
in the corresponding month
last year
z However during April-
February, the country’s overall
merchandise exports rose by
7.5% to $405.94 billion
A 4-member GST appellate
tribunal likely in each state
New Delhi (PTI): A
4-member appellate tribu-
nal is proposed to be set up
in each state to streamline
and expedite the dispute
resolution process with re-
gard to Goods and Services
Tax (GST), according to an
official.
Each state appellate tri-
bunal would have two tech-
nical members (one officer
each from the centre and
states) and two judicial
members, the official said.
A division bench com-
prising two members -- one
technical and one judicial
— will decide the appeals
brought before it.
As per the proposal, each
state appellate tribunal
will have two division
benches and thus will be
able to deal with more ap-
peals, the official noted.
There will also be a na-
tional appellate tribunal,
which would be set up in
Delhi, and comprise one
judicial member and one
technical member.
The national appellate
bench will mainly look into
appeal cases on disputes
between the department
and assessee over the ‘place
of supply’ under the GST
regime. It, however, will
not take up any appeal with
regard to divergent rulings
by state appellate tribu-
nals, the official added on
Wednesday
.
TOP TALKING
POINTS
z A 4-member appellate
tribunal is proposed to
be set up in each state to
streamline and expedite the
dispute resolution process
with regard to GST
z Each state appellate tribunal
would have 2 tech members
Sensex falls 344 points,
Nifty slides below 17K
Mumbai (PTI): Bench-
mark BSE Sensex trimmed
all its early gains to close
down by 344 points at a five-
month low on Wednesday
due to heavy selling in
banking, financial and tel-
ecom stocks as lingering
concerns over banks’
health and high inflation
dented sentiments.
Falling for the fifth
straight session, the
30-share BSE Sensex closed
lower by 344.29 points or
0.59% at 57,555.90. The
broaderNSENiftydeclined
71.15 points or 0.42% to end
at 16,972.15, with 28 of its
stocks ending with losses.
IndusInd Bank was the
biggest loser in the Sensex
pack, shedding nearly 2%,
followed by Bharti Airtel,
Reliance Industries, HDFC
twins, SBI, HUL, Tata Mo-
tors, Nestle India and Axis
Bank.
` FALLS 25 PAISE TO
82.62 AGAINST $
Mumbai (PTI): The rupee
declined by 25 paise to 82.62
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday amid a
strong greenback against major
currencies overseas and una-
bated foreign fund outflows. At
the interbank foreign exchange,
the domestic unit opened strong
at 82.32 against the dollar and
traded in a range of 82.30 and
82.62. It finally settled at 82.62
(provisional) against the Ameri-
can currency, a fall of 25 paise
against its previous close.
MAKE IN INDIA
WHEELS FOR
TRAINS SOON
New Delhi (PTI): Three
companies, including the
state-run Steel Authority
of India, have submitted
bids to the Indian Railways
to set up a manufacturing
facility
. The two other com-
panies which have shown
interest in setting up the
facility are: the Pune-based
Bharat Forge and the Kolk-
ata-based Ramkrishna
Forgings, according to a
statement from the rail-
ways on Wednesday
.
Global CEOs see India as a bright
spot, leader in 5G rollout: Nokia CEO
New Delhi (PTI): Global
CEOs of Nokia and Erics-
son see India taking lead
over the rest of the world in
the digital infrastructure
with the fastest 5G rollout,
making it a bright spot for
future economic growth.
Nokia Corporation Pres-
ident and CEO Pekka Lun-
dmark said that India will
be one of the key winners
based on the developments
happening around the
world.
“What I believe is really
impressive is the way India
has been systematically
building the digital ecosys-
tem. Now the most ambi-
tious and the fastest by a
big margin 5G rollout in
the world, these are our
building blocks for the fu-
ture economic growth in
any country and India is
really taking a lead in this
respect,” Lundmark said.
He said that India is now
the second biggest market
for Nokia and the company
is exporting 5G base sta-
tions from here to other
parts of the world.
“The next big thing in
India will be industrial
digitalization, manufactur-
ing industry 4.0 and the op-
portunity to use this plat-
form that you’ve been
building to attract more
and more manufacturing,
and also very importantly
RD to the country,” Lund-
mark said.
Ericsson, President and
CEO, Borje Ekholm said
4G helped build digital
companies in the US and
China like Facebook, Ten-
cent etc and with rapid 5G
rollout India will have the
most modern digital infra-
structure.
Jio True 5G
now available
in 365 cities
Chennai (PTI): Reliance
Jio Infocomm has added 34
more cities, including eight
from Tamil Nadu to its
True 5G network, taking
the total number of the ser-
vice offering to 365.
Ambur, Chidambaram,
Namakkal, Pudukottai, Ra-
manathapuram, Sivakasi,
Tiruchengode and Villu-
puram in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry were covered
in the latest round of net-
work addition exercise un-
dertaken by the company
.
In January, the 5G ser-
vices were formally rolled
out in Coimbatore, Ma-
durai, Tiruchirappalli, Sa-
lem, Hosur and Vellore in
addition to Chennai.
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The only truly happy man is one who
learns to take the fortunate and
unfortunate incidents of his life,
equally in his stride.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Social media
influencer, Sapna Gill,
has approached the
Bombay High Court to
have an FIR against her
for allegedly assaulting
Indian cricketer Prith-
vi Shaw and his friends
outside a hotel in Mum-
bai, quashed.
Gill alleged that
Shaw knows influen-
tial people and the al-
legations against her
are baseless and vexa-
tious. She also alleged
that she was falsely im-
plicated in the present
FIR by Shaw’s friend,
the complainant, on
Shaw’s instructions to
fulfil his “personal ven-
detta” and “harass and
trap Gill”.
Gill in her plea asked
that the police not press
charges against her.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A court on
Wednesday remanded
Sadanand Kadam, an
‘aide’of Shiv Sena -UBT
leader Anil Parab, in 14-
day judicial custody in
an alleged money laun-
deringcaseconnectedto
the construction of a
resort at Dapoli.
Kadam, arrested by
the Enforcement Direc-
torate on March 10, was
produced before a spe-
cial judge, MG Desh-
pande, for Prevention
of Money Laundering
Act cases at the end of
his ED custody
.
Besides Kadam, the
ED has also arrested
former sub-divisional
officer Jairam Desh-
pande and interrogated
Parab, a former Maha-
rashtra minister.
Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has alleged
that a resort in Dapoli,
was constructed in vio-
lation of coastal regula-
tion zone (CRZ) norms.
The ED has accused the
owner, Parab, of getting
“illegal permission”
from the local sub-divi-
sional office to convert
agriculture-only land
into non-agricultural
use and construct the
resort.
The agency has also
alleged that Parab ob-
tained “illegal” permis-
sion from the state Rev-
enue Department to
construct a twin bunga-
low over land falling
under CRZ-III, which is
a no-development zone.
In January, the ED
had attached Sai Resort
at Dapoli in the coastal
Ratnagiri district of
Maharashtra, worth
more than Rs10 crore,
as part of a money laun-
dering probe against
Parab and others.
Mumbai (PTI): Thou-
sands of farmers and
tribals marching to-
wards Mumbai from
Nashik district in
North Maharashtra in
support of their de-
mands entered Thane
district on Wednesday
.
The protesters start-
ed their foot march
from Dindori town in
Nashik district, around
200 km from Mumbai,
on Sunday in support of
their various demands,
including an immediate
financial relief of Rs600
per quintal to onion
growers, uninterrupted
electricity supply for 12
hours and a waiver of
agriculture loans.
The march, organ-
ized by the Communist
Party of India (Marx-
ist), has crossed Kasara
town in Thane district
located adjoining Mum-
bai, said CPI(M) MLA
Vinod Nikole. The pro-
testers are likely to
reach Mumbai on
March 20, Nikole said.
The MLA said a del-
egation of Maharashtra
ministers is slated to
hold talks with repre-
sentatives of the pro-
testing cultivators.
Shiv Sena - UBT chief warns of dictatorship post 2024 polls, urges leaders to work together in alliance
MVA unity
must to save
democracy:
Uddhav
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Shiv Sena -
Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray leader Ud-
dhav Thackeray on
Wednesday warned of
dictatorship in the
country post the 2024
general elections.
He called on Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA) con-
stituents including the
faction led by him, Na-
tionalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP), and Congress
to unite at the grass-
roots and contest polls.
Targeting the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), he said it gave
the option to Opposi-
tion to either join them
or go to jail. Addressing
a meeting of MVA lead-
ers and office-bearers
who have come from
different parts of the
state in Mumbai, the
former chief minister
said the unity of MVA
was not for forming a
government but to save
democracy
.
At the meeting, sen-
ior Congress leader
Ashok Chavan said
MVA will contest the lo-
cal bodies’ elections to-
gether in an alliance.
“I appeal to all the
three parties to unite
and work together irre-
spective of whether you
get a ticket to contest
elections to local bodies,
state Assembly or Lok
Sabha. If we don’t unite
at the grassroots, 2024
will be the last election
and we will go towards
dictatorship,” he said.
The MVA was formed
after the 2019 Maha-
rashtra Assembly elec-
tions when Shiv Sena
(undivided) fell out
with ally BJP, which
had emerged as the sin-
gle largest party. It
joined hands with ideo-
logically incompatible
Congress and National-
ist Congress Party
(NCP) to form a coali-
tion government, which
remained in power till
June 2022.
“We have fought
against each other for
so long, so it is difficult
to unite at the local level
but we have to work to-
wards it,” Thackeray
said and thanked his
supporters for backing
him in MVA.
“I will never let down
the confidence they
have in me,” he said.
Referring to the ongo-
ing hearing in the Su-
preme Court on the
events that unfolded
during the June 2022
Maharashtra political
crisis Thackeray said
he was confident that
the judiciary will never
allow the “vastraha-
ran” (disrobing) of de-
mocracy
.
ROAD TO SUCCESS
MVA leaders appealed to office-bearers of all
three parties to ensure that rallies proposed
to be held at the divisional level are a huge
success. NCP’s Ajit Pawar said the meeting
of minds of the MVA rank and file was
necessary so is the coordination of all three
parties from the state to village level.
Maharashtra Congress president Nana Patole
said the state will lead the way in defeating
BJP in upcoming elections. Senior Congress
leader Balasaheb Thorat said the MVA will
return to power.
We have to
give an alter-
native to what
we can offer to the peo-
ple of the state. The
MVA unity was not
only for Shiv Sena or
forming a govern-
ment, but it is to save
democracy.”
—Uddhav Thackeray,
Shiv Sena - UBT chief
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Wednesday op-
posed the bail applica-
tion of an accused vet-
erinary doctor in the
2022 murder of Amra-
vati-based pharmacist
UmeshKolhe.Itclaimed
that he was the “main
abettor and initiator”
of the crime.
Yusuf Khan, the ac-
cused, was the one who
took a screenshot of
Kolhe’s message sup-
porting suspended
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader Nupur Sharma
and instigated others to
target him, the agency
told a special NIA court
here in a written reply
to the bail plea.
Kolhe, who had
shared social media
posts backing Sharma
over the latter’s contro-
versial comments about
Prophet Mohammed,
was killed in Amaravati
city on June 21, 2022.
The probe agency has
arrested more than ten
persons in the case.
Khan, booked under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act
(UAPA) besides Indian
Penal Code sections re-
lated to murder, said in
his bail application
filed through advocate
Shehzad Naqvi that he
was not a “Tablihgh Ja-
mat” member as
claimed by the NIA.
There was not an
“iota of evidence”
againsthim,heclaimed.
TheNIA,initsresponse,
submitted that he was
directly involved in the
conspiracy and com-
mission of offenses.
“The applicant is the
main abettor and initia-
tor of this whole case,”
and the only Muslim
member of the ‘Black
Freedom’ WhatsApp
group where Kolhe had
sharedapostsupporting
Nupur Sharma, it said.
Uddhav Thackeray
First India Bureau
Pune: A 22-year-old Pa-
kistani national, whose
mother is an Indian,
has been arrested for il-
legally staying in Pune
with the help of forged
documents, an official
said on Wednesday
.
Khadak police have
booked Mohammad
Amaan Ansari, whose
father is a Pakistani
citizen, for cheating
and forgery under the
Indian Penal Code as
well as under provi-
sions of the Foreigners
Act and Passports Act.
“The accused was
born in Karachi. His
mother is an Indian
and his father is a Paki-
stani. They moved to
Dubai from Karachi
where he studied and
in 2015, both mother
and son moved to India
and started living in
Pune with their rela-
tives. At the time, he
had a valid visa,” said
Sandip Singh, DCP,
(Zone I).
The official further
told that after his visa
expired, Ansari resort-
ed to illegal means to
obtain the necessary
documents.
Pak national
held for staying
in Pune with
forged docs
Anil Parab’s aide sent
to judicial custody
Accused vet was main ‘initiator’ of Kolhe murder: NIA
Umesh Kolhe  —FILE PHOTO
Anil Parab  —FILE PHOTO
First India Bureau
Mumbai: The Mumbai
Airport Customs Air
Intelligence Unit (AIU)
at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport seems
to be making waves for
all the wrong reasons.
With rising cases of
digital bribes and extor-
tion, escorting foreign
currency carriers and
claiming reward mon-
ey, it has come under
scanner yet again.
A woman passenger
carrying more than Rs
8.3 crore in foreign cur-
rency, who was inter-
cepted by the CISF, was
allowed to travel over-
seas while her husband
was arrested and pro-
duced in court the fol-
lowing day
.
This incident oc-
curred even as rules
stipulate the freezing of
foreign currency worth
more than Rs5 lakh in
the bank account.
In response, Mumbai
Airport Chief Commis-
sioner Roopam Kapoor
has vehemently denied
the involvement of the
Customs AIU in provid-
ing escort and protocol
to foreign currency
smuggling suspects and
has issued a clarifica-
tion. Justifying the ac-
tion, Airport Customs
officials said Amy Kote-
chawasallowedtotravel
on humanitarian
grounds but couldn’t ex-
plain the earlier arrests
of three Indians, for a
smaller amount of
Rs1.55 crore on Friday
.
Skeletons tumble
out of Mumbai
Customs’ closet
Female flyer with
$1M allowed to
travel ‘on
humanitarian
grounds’; spouse
held by personnel
Farmers, tribals marching towards Mumbai
in support of demands enter Thane district
The state government on Monday announced an ex-gratia relief
of `300 per quintal to onion farmers affected by price drop.
❍ DAPOLI RESORT PMLA CASE
Sapna Gill
seeks quashing
of FIR filed by
Prithvi Shaw
Sapna Gill Prithvi Shaw
Real estate
developer
shot dead in
Navi Mum
First India Bureau
Thane: A Navi
Mumbai-based real
estate developer
was shot dead by
two motorbike-
borne assailants on
Wednesday even-
ing, police said.
The unidentified
attackers fired a
couple of shots at
Saujibhai Patel, the
owner of the real
estate group Empe-
ria, while he was
driving his car in
the Nerul area in
the satellite town of
Mumbai, they said.
Patel was rushed
to a hospital in Be-
lapur where doctors
declared him
brought dead.
The motive be-
hind the murder
could not be ascer-
tained at the time
of the incident. An
official from the
Navi Mumbai po-
lice said a manhunt
was underway for
the killers.
HCC  MEIL bags BKC bullet train complex construction contract
WELL-EARNED
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Hindustan Con-
struction Company Ltd
(HCC),inajointventurewith
Megha Engineering  Infra-
structures Ltd (MEIL), has
been awarded a Rs3,681 crore
contract by National High-
Speed Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (NHSRCL) for the con-
structionof theBandraKurla
Complex station of the 508.17
kmlongMumbai-Ahmedabad
High-Speed Rail.
The Bandra Kurla Com-
plex (BKC) bullet train sta-
tion will have six platforms,
and each platform is approx-
imately 414 m, sufficient to
accommodate a 16-coach
bullet train. The station will
have connectivity with the
Metro and road transport.
This station is the only un-
derground station on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-
Speed Rail corridor, and it is
planned at a depth of about
24m below the ground level.
The station will have a total
of three floors.
It will be developed over a
cumulative floor area of ap-
proximately 2,00,000 sqm
and will house “state of the
art” amenities including
waiting areas, a business-
class lounge, a nursery, re-
strooms, smoking rooms,
and information kiosks.
HCC and MEIL had pre-
sented the lowest bid when
the NHRSCL had invited
tenders for construction of
the station. Reportedly, the
bids were scrutinised by Ja-
pan International Coopera-
tion Agency
.
Other bidders for the pro-
ject were Afcons Infrastruc-
ture Ltd, which quoted
Rs4,217 crore and, LT Ltd,
whose bid was Rs4,590 crore.
Lowest bidder chosen by project’s funding
body Japan International Cooperation
Agency after scrutinization procedure
The construction firm won the contract with a bid of `3,681 crore.
 —FILE PHOTO
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