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JP NADDA CHAIRS
CRUCIAL MEET TO
PLAN UPCOMING
ELECTIONS
New Delhi: BJP national president JP Nadda
chaired a meeting of the party’s national general
secretaries at BJP HQ on Wednesday evening
to deliberate on the agenda to analyse and
prepare further for upcoming elections.  P5
THAKUR TO PLAN
SCREENING OF
OSCAR WINNING
INDIAN FILMS
New Delhi: As a mark of celebration for winning 2 Oscar awards,
Minister for IB Anurag Singh Thakur will be holding a screening
of both the Oscar award-winning films in Parliament for MPs
next week in Delhi. The screening of “RRR” and “The Elephant
Whisperers” to be held in the Bal Yogi Auditorium in Parliament.
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
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Apologise or face music,
Lawrence warns Salman
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi’s in a TV
interview, allegedly giv-
en from a jail in Punjab,
has again threatened to
kill Bollywood actor Sal-
man Khan. He is also
claiming that Goldy
Brar got Sidhu Moose
Wala murdered.
When asked in inter-
view why he was target-
ing Salman, he said that
case of poaching black
buck against Khan went
on for 20-25 years, due to
which community suf-
fered a lot. ‘I have had
anger against Salman
since childhood. If I get
a chance, I will kill him,
Salman should apologize
to the society by coming
to the place of Muktid-
ham in Nokha tehsil of
Bikaner. If he does not
apologise, we will break
his ego,’ he said.  P3
FIVE SUFFOCATE TO
DEATH AT BRICK KILN
IN CHHATTISGARH
Raipur: Five workers
died of asphyxiation and
another took ill after
inhaling smoke at a brick
kiln in Chhattisgarh’s
Mahasamund district,
police said on Wednesday.
The incident took place at
Gadhphuljhar village, the
official said, adding, they
died of suffocation.
ONLINE UPDATION OF
AADHAAR ADDRESS IS
FREE TILL JUNE 14
New Delhi: Indian residents
can update their Aadhaar
details for free for a period
of three months until June
14, the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
announced on Wednesday.
The facility can be accessed
on the myAadhaar portal
(myaadhaar.uidai.gov.in),
physical update chargeable.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
INDIA INVITES PAK’S
DEFENCE MINISTER FOR
SCO MEETING IN DELHI
New Delhi: India has invited
Pakistan Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif on Wednesday
to attend meeting of SCO in
Delhi in April. India holds
presidency of SCO, with
China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
FOUR AUSTRALIAN
TOURISTS FOUND
COVID-19 POSITIVE
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: Amid an uptick
in the cases of Covid-19,
four Australian tour-
ists, who visited Sawai
Madhopur and stayed at
a prominent hotel had
tested Covid positive.
The health officials have
shifted tourists to RUHS
Hospital in Jaipur as a
precautionary measure.
Their samples were
taken here, following
which, they were found
Covid-19 positive. “3 of
them did not have any
symptoms while 1 had
a cold and runny nose.
The tourists are being
treated under hospital
superintendent Dr Ajit
Singh,” said the source.
FOREIGN LAWYERS, FIRMS CAN
NOW PRACTICE LAW IN INDIA
This opening up will be restricted, well controlled  regulated: Bar Council of India
First India Bureau
New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant development, the
Bar Council of India
(BCI) has decided to
permit foreign lawyers
and law firms to prac-
tise in areas such as for-
eign law, international
legal issues and arbitra-
tion matters, which it
said will be mutually
beneficial for lawyers
from India and abroad.
With that objective,
apex bar body has noti-
fied Bar Council of In-
dia Rules for Registra-
tion, Regulation of For-
eign Lawyers, Foreign
Law Firms in India, 2022.
The objects of the
rules notified said the
law practice in India
will be opened for “for-
eign lawyers in the field
of practice of foreign
law; diverse interna-
tional legal issues in
non-litigious matters
and in int’l arbitration
cases would go a long
way in helping legal
profession/domain
grow in India to benefit
of lawyers in India too.”
DISCONTENT IN PARTY NOT ENOUGH FOR
FLOOR TEST: SC QUESTIONS GUV’S ROLE
SC TO HEAR KAVITHA’S
PLEA ON MARCH 24;
NO INTERIM RELIEF
SUICIDE BY MARRIED
MALES: PLEA SEEKS
‘NAT’L COMM FOR MEN’
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday did not grant any
interim relief to BRS MLC K
Kavitha, however, it agreed
to hear her plea challenging
the summons of the ED on
March 24. The ED has asked
BRS MLC K Kavitha to appear
again before it today.
A petition has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking
guidelines to deal with suicide
by married males subjected
to domestic violence and a
‘National Commission for
Men’. The plea was filed by
advocate Mahesh Kumar
Tiwari on Wednesday.
Governor must be conscious that calling
for a trust vote may lead to the toppling
of government. —DY Chandrachud, CJI
OTHER COURT NEWS OF THE DAY
LAND-FOR-JOB SCAM CASE
Delhicourtgrantsbailto
LaluYadavandfamily
Court directed all accused to furnish `50,000
personal bail bond  a like amount as surety
New Delhi: The Rouse
Avenue Court here on
Wednesday granted
regular bail to former
Railway Minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav, Rabri
Devi and their daugh-
ter Misa Bharti and
other accused in con-
nection with the case
related to the alleged
land-for-job scam. The
Special Judge Geetan-
jali Goel on Wednes-
day while granting
regular bail noted that
the CBI had not ar-
rested any accused in
the case and the
chargesheet was filed
without arrests. Next
hearing on March 29.
Lalu Yadav in a wheelchair along with his wife Rabri Devi and
daughter Misa Bharti at Rouse Avenue Court on Wednesday.
TEJASHWI YADAV
MOVES DELHI HC
Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav on Wednesday
moved Delhi HC seeking
direction to quash three
summons issued by CBI
in land-for-jobs scam
case. Bench of Justice
Dinesh Kumar Sharma
will hear matter today.
Ensure there is no drinking water crisis: CM
Naresh Sharma
Jaipur: Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday directed of-
ficials to develop per-
manent drinking water
sources to ensure there
is no crisis in future.
Reviewing the progress
of works under the Jal
Jeevan Mission at his
residence here, Gehlot
instructed officials to
pay special attention to
the availability of ac-
cessible drinking water.
He said that despite
adverse geographical
conditions and scat-
tered habitations, the
state govt is leaving no
stone unturned to com-
plete works under JJM.
On an average, he
said, 7,142 connections
were given daily in Raj
in February and a tar-
get has been set to in-
crease figure to 8,000 in
March. PHED officials
said letter has been sent
to Centre for approval
of 5 major projects.
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot in a JJM review meeting with Dr Mahesh Joshi,Arjun Singh Bamniya,Akhil
Arora,Avichal Chaturvedi, Dr Subodh Agarwal,Aarti Dogra, Gaurav Goyal and other officers on Wednesday.
The state
government
is working
with full commitment
to solve the drinking
water problem. Offi-
cials must take strict
action against illegal
connections, use of
boosters and damage
to water supply lines
in the State.
—Ashok Gehlot, CM
Chaos spills from Sansad to streets
Moni Sharma
New Delhi: Leaders of
several Opposition par-
ties were on Wednesday
stopped by the police at
Vijay Chowk in Delhi as
they took out a protest
march from Parliament
House to hand over a
complaint to the ED on
the Adani issue alleg-
ing ‘corporate fraud,
political corruption
and stock-price manip-
ulation’. As the Opposi-
tion leaders were
stopped from proceed-
ing to the agency’s of-
fice, they returned to
Parliament complex.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge al-
leged that the police
was not allowing the
Opposition MPs of
around 18 parties to
march in protest and
present its case for a de-
tailed probe into the
Adani issue.  More on P5
Oppn attempts protest march to
ED office over Adani issue, turned
away by cops; TMC, NCP leaders missing
Both Houses were adjourned due to
the disruptions; third consecutive
day that Parliament ended business early
Police said Opposition MPs were
not allowed to march forward as
Sect 144 CrPC was imposed in the area
Security deployed during a march of Oppn MPs from Parliament to ED office in Delhi on Wednesday.
Mallikarjun Kharge, KC Venugopal and others during a march.
OPPN LEADERS WRITE LETTER TO ED
DIRECTOR ON ADANI GROUP ISSUE
CENTRE  OPPN AT LOGGERHEADS, NO
END IN SIGHT TO PARLIAMENT IMPASSE
DEFENCE MINISTRY
INTRODUCES BILL
TMC’S SEPARATE
PROTEST IN PARL
Oppn parties on Wednesday urged ED to initiate an in-
vestigation into Adani Group over allegations of corrupt
practices, including money laundering through shell com-
panies. In a letter to ED Director SK Mishra, parties told
probe agency that “it cannot turn around and abdicate its
jurisdiction”. Cong, CPI, CPI-M, JDU, SS, RJD, DMK, JMM,
AAP, IUML, VCK, Kerala Cong  others signed the letter.
The impasse in Parl over Rahul’s comments on Indian
democracy at Cambridge university, Adani-Hin-
denburg row and Oppn allegations of misuse of probe
agencies is likely to continue through 2nd half of budget
session, sources said. Both the House proceedings were
adjourned on Wednesday. Rajya Sabha was disrupted by
BJP who shouted that Rahul Gandhi must apologise.
Working towards crea-
tion of theatre com-
mands, Defence Ministry
has introduced a bill in Lok
Sabha to give disciplinary
powers to commanders of
tri services organisations.
TMC leader Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay said party
would not participate in
any of the other protests
and that it would protest
on its own issues and
agenda in the Parliament.
First India Bureau
Lahore: In a temporary
relief for Imran Khan, a
Pakistani court
Wednesday ordered the
police to stop till Thurs-
day its operation out-
side the former prime
minister’s residence
here to arrest him in a
corruption case after a
scuffle between the se-
curity personnel and
his supporters. Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) party on Tues-
day challenged the po-
lice operation in Lahore
HC, requesting it to di-
rect the govt to end it.
Police halted opera-
tion after HC sum-
moned Punjab IG, CS
and Islamabad police
(operations) head on
the petition filed by PTI
leaderFawadChaudhry
seeking order for the
govt to stop the police
operation at the Zaman
Parkresidenceof Khan.
Former Pakistan Prime Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan addresses Pak in Lahore on Wednesday.
Lahore HC halts Imran
Khan’s arrest till today
PAK HC RESERVES
VERDICT ON PLEA
FILED BY IMRAN
In a separate develop-
ment, Islamabad High
Court on Wednesday
reserved its judgment on
a petition filed by Khan
to suspend arrest war-
rants against him in the
Toshakhana case.
The “real in-
tent” of the
Islamabad
police is not to arrest
me but “to abduct and
assassinate” me.
—Imran Khan,
Former Pakistan PM
New Delhi: A Governor must exercise power cautiously
and be aware that calling for a trust vote could bring down
the government, SC said on Wednesday in sharp remarks
while hearing a case on the Shiv Sena coup. Calling for a
trust vote just on grounds of differences within a ruling
party can topple an elected government, said the court.
Hearing the Sena versus Sena case, the Supreme Court
made strong observations on Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari’s role in the Maharashtra vote that unseated the
Uddhav Thackeray-led government last year.
Bhagat S Koshyari Eknath Shinde Uddhav Thackeray
l `13,000 crore
spent on Jal
Jeevan Mission
l State ranks
3rd in giving water
connections
despite scattered
habitations
 


	2. Yogesh Sharma,
Naresh Sharma  and
Aishwary Pradhan
Jaipur: There has been
an uproar in the Assem-
bly on Wednesday over
the mention of resigna-
tion by Congress MLAs
on September 25 last
year. There was a con-
troversy when it was
mentioned during the
debate on the demands
for grants of the LSG
Department.
BJP MLA Gyanchand
Parakh while praising
UDH Minister Shanti
Dhariwaldescribedhim
as a powerful and
sharp minister.
He also said
that Dhariwal
has guts to
show the eye
to the high com-
mand.SpeakerJP
Chandelia got the com-
ments made on the Con-
gress High Com-
mand deleted
from the pro-
ceedings of
theHouse.The
O p p o s i t i o n
BJP protested
over it.
Dy LoP Rathore said
that what crime was
done by calling a minis-
ter, a powerful. On this,
Minister Shanti Dhari-
wal said, “You cannot
discusstheworkdoneby
mehere.Whathappened
inside, you don’t know
this. It is wrong. You are
speaking wrong,” said
Dhariwal. On this
Rathore said, “I know
everything. Don’t chal-
lenge me. I will meet you
intheHighCourt.Inthis
way
,if wedeletefromthe
proceedings of the
house, then what will we
say here?,” he said.
Edu Min BD Kalla in-
terrupted Parakh and
said that he is repeated-
ly talking about Cong
high command. “How
did he speak about the
high command? We are
devotees of High Com-
mand. We accept what
they say
,” he said.
RAJASTHAN
JAIPUR | THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2023
02
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Jaipur (FIB): UDH
Minister Shanti Dhari-
wal on Wednesday ta-
bled the Advocates Pro-
tection Bill in the As-
sembly for discussion.
Notably, the lawyers
have been agitating
across the state and boy-
cotting courts for the
last25daysfollowingthe
brutal murder of an ad-
vocate in Jodhpur on
Feb 19. It is likely to be
passed on March 21.
Meanwhile, Dhariwal
saidthat50%population
will reside in urban ar-
eas in the coming years.
Dhariwal said that infla-
tion is all-time high due
towhichtheCMdecided
to start PSKS Abhiyan.
“Around 7.71 lakh
land deeds have been is-
sued under the PSKS so
far. Rates have been re-
duced for regularisation
of residential plots up to
500 square meters while
the name transfer fee
has been reduced. So far,
10.59 crore people have
beenbenefitedunderthe
IndiraRasoiYojana.The
parking in Ramniwas
Baghwasbuiltbyusand
now the new parking is
also being constructed
by us. The BJP govt
wanted to shut down
RHB,buttodayitiswrit-
ing a new history with
more than Rs 7,500 cr
turnover,” he informed.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Food and Civil
Supplies Minister
Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas announced the
formation of a commit-
tee in the Assembly on
Wednesday to investi-
gate the complaints of
negligence and mis-
management of offi-
cials in the Food Secu-
rity Scheme in Baman-
was Assembly Constitu-
ency. He assured that
within 5 days the com-
mittee will submit its
report and if any officer
or employee is found
guilty, strict action will
be taken against him.
Khachariyawas,while
answering the supple-
mentary questions dur-
ing the Q-Hour, said that
no laxity will be tolerat-
ed in efforts being made
bytheStateGovtforfood
security
. He said that in
food security, wheat is
distributedthroughPOS
machines. There is no
possibility of any irreg-
ularityinthis.Neverthe-
less, if any kind of ir-
regularity is found,
strict action will be tak-
en. Earlier, in a written
reply to original ques-
tion of MLA Indra,
PSK said that free
wheat is being distrib-
uted as per the rules.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: MLA Rafeek
Khan showered praises
on UDH Minister Shanti
Dhariwal in assembly
saying that it was Dhari-
wal after independence
who gave new dimen-
sions to development of
the state. He said that
not only Jaipur but oth-
ercitiesof thestatehave
been given a facelift by
Dhariwal.
“The credit for the
modern Jaipur goes to
Dhariwal. The period
from1998to2003marked
a new beginning for
Jaipur’s development,”
he said. Khan said that
Jaipurwassettledasper
the vision of Vidhyad-
har Chakravarty and
Mirza Ismail gave a new
face and after independ-
ence, Dhariwal worked
to give a facelift to
Jaipur. He said that Cen-
tral Park was saved be-
cause of the UDH Min.
“2300 bighas of land
was freed from en-
croachment in Jaipur.
Success does not come
just like that, but you
have to work,” he said.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The issue of ob-
jectionable material in
the jails of the state was
raised in the Assembly
on Wednesday
. MLA Ka-
licharan Saraf raised
the issue in the House at
which Minister Tikar-
am Jully was seen shuf-
fling paper and finding
it difficult to answer.
Jully could not give a
satisfactory answer on
the issue related to
Ajmer Central Jail.
Minister Jully gave a
strange answer that
many people swallow
mobiles and smuggle
them inside the jail.
Saraf said that de-
spite the presence of
jammers, how can the
mobile work in the jail.
Jully said that the jam-
mers are of 3G services
and now 4G and 5G ser-
vices have come so the
oldjammersdonotwork
properly
.
Jully said that due to
theconstructionof high-
rise buildings around
the prisons, it is easy for
the contraband to be
dumped in the prisons.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Congress MLA
Divya Maderna once
again cornered the
Govt of her own party
in the assembly on
Wednesday while ac-
cusing the govt of work-
ing with a politically
revengeful attitude. She
targeted UDH Minister
Shanti Dhariwal for his
comments made on
Monday on one of the
widows of 3 martyred
CPPF personnel, MP Ki-
rodi Lal Meena.
Maderna alleged that
since she had con-
demned the minister’s
remarks that he made
in the house, 43 road
projects in her constitu-
ency were cancelled by
the Jodhpur Develop-
ment Authority (JDA) .
She said, “I am a girl,
I can fight. I am not
Draupadi, I do not need
an outside Krishna.”
Divya Maderna sug-
gested that the govern-
ment has hurt Jat and
Meena communities by
its acts.
Dhariwal later re-
sponded that he did not
have any ill will against
anyone and was ready
to address any issues.
Govt tables Adv
Protection Bill,
Dhariwal hails
devp works of govt
HONORARIUM OF WORKERS
WORKING IN ANGANWADI
CENTRES RAISED: MAMTA
Panel formed to probe irregularities in
food security, report in 5 days: PSK
Pratap S Khachariyawas
Rafeek Khan during the House proceedings on Wednesday. Congress MLA Divya Maderna
in the House on Wednesday.
Dhariwal, Rathore lock horns over
MLA’s resignation row in Assembly
QUESTION HOUR
as a powerful and
sharp minister.
to the high com-
mand.SpeakerJP
gress High Com-
mand deleted
BJP protested
over it.
BUDGET
SESSION
You cannot discuss the work done by me here, it is
wrong, says UDH Minister Dhariwal to Dy LoP Rathore
I know everything, don’t challenge me, I will meet you in
High Court, hits back Rathore during House proceedings
TENDER CANCELLED IN 158 VILLAGES, MAHESH
JOSHI REPLIES ON JJM WORK IN BHARATPUR
PHED Minister Dr Mahesh Joshi on Wednesday in-
formed the House that a separate engineer has been
appointed in the department for water quality control and
continuous testing is done on complaints
related to water quality. Joshi was reply-
ing to supplementary questions during
the Question Hour. He said that under the
Jal Jeevan Mission, out of 230 villages in
Bharatpur’s Nagar assembly constituency,
the tender was canceled in 158 villages af-
ter the plan was canceled by the Finance department. He
said that work will be done in the remaining 72 villages
of this area through the Jal Jeevan Mission.
There was ruckus
on the mention of
Congress in-charge
Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa’s statement over
PM Modi. Comparing
PM Modi to Krishna
and mentioning Duryo-
dhan also of Mahab-
harata, MLA Gyanchand
Parakh commented to
which the ruling party
strongly objected to.
They asked to delete
his comments to which
BJP MLAs strongly
objected.
Sanyam Lodha raised
the issue of deer death
due to fencing in the
House. Lodha said,
‘Are forests only for us
and not for wildlife?
Please stop fencing in
Jodhpur, deer are dying
and dogs are scratch-
ing them on the road..
Advantage of clash-
ing with Dhariwal:
Interesting comment
by MLA Rafeek Khan
saying that ‘Gyanchand
Parakh competes with
Dhariwal in the hope of
promotion, first Birla
ji fought, became the
Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, then Gulab-
chand Kataria fought to
become the Governor
and now Parakh also
wants his promotion’.
The meeting of the
Business Advisory
Committee will be held
on Thursday. There
will be an important
meeting of the BAC at 3
pm, in which the work
to be done in the House
in the coming days will
be decided. This meet-
ing will be chaired by
Speaker Dr CP Joshi.
Sheo MLA Amin Khan
 Ajmer MLA Anita
Bhadel have been
selected as the Best
MLAs. The selec-
tion was done in the
meeting chaired by the
Speaker Dr CP Joshi.
Best MLAs are chosen
on various parameters.
Rajendra Rathore, Shanti Dhariwal having verbal spat during the debate on LSG department’s grants in the House on Wednesday.
Yogesh Sharma
Jaipur: There seems to
be a struggle over the
names of Chief Whip
and Deputy Chief Whip
in the state assembly
.
According to sources,
the decision is possible
in the current session of
the assembly as there is
news of discussion with
state leadership includ-
ing state incharge Rand-
hawa regarding the new
Chief Whip. Word in the
‘relevant circles’ is that
Mahendra Choudhary
can be promoted to the
post of chief whip. If
this does not happen
then the name of Rajen-
dra Pareek, Ashok Bair-
wa will be considered.
However, Pareek is
notinfavorof takingthe
post. Moreover, the
names of Gopal Meena,
JagdishChandraJangir,
Amit Chachan, Amin
Kagzi and Rohit Bohra
are doing the rounds for
the post of Dy Chief
Whip. Notably, even the
position of Dy Speaker
is still lying vacant.
Suspense over Chief whip, Dy Chief whip
ALL QUESTIONS BEING
DISCUSSED DURING
QUESTION HOUR
Jaipur: All the starred
questions were discussed
in the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly during the Ques-
tion Hour on Wednesday. As-
sembly Speaker Dr CP Joshi
conducted a timely discus-
sion on all the questions in
the stipulated time of the
Question Hour. His distinc-
tive and unique identity has
been made in the country’s
legislative assemblies in
maintaining discipline in
conducting proceedings in
the House.
Jaipur: WCD Minister
Mamta Bhupesh said in the
Assembly on Wednesday that
the State govt has increased
the honorari-
um of workers
working in
Anganwadi
centers by a
total of 45% in
the last three
years. She informed that in
this honorarium, the ratio of
central share and state share
is 60 to 40. But in the past
years, due to the continuous
increase in the honorarium
by the State govt, the share
of the State has increased
up to 70%.
MLA LAHOTY, MLA RAFEEK ARGUE OVER
BVG COMPANY’S CLEANING CONTRACT
Congress MLA Rafeek
Khan’s comment cre-
ated an uproar during the
debate on demands for
grants of Local self govern-
ment in the Assembly on
Wednesday. Khan referred
to BJP MLA Ashok Lahoty
giving cleaning contract
to BVG company when he was Jaipur mayor. “BJP
promoted the contract system in Jaipur Municipal
Corporation. The MLA coming from Sanganer was the
mayor then,” said Khan. Lahoty objected to this and
said that Khan was not standing at Ramganj Chaupar.
“One should not talk in such a novice manner. Making
allegations on the basis of the decision taken before
my tenure. If you are making allegations then give an
affidavit, standing and saying anything will not work,”
Lahoty said. Deputy Leader of Opposition Rajendra
Rathore said that if there is no preparation for them,
unrestrained allegations should not be made.
Rafeek Khan showers
praises on Dhariwal
People swallow mobiles to take
inside jails: Jully’s strange reply
Divya to Dhariwal: I am a girl and I can fight;
I don’t have ill will against anyone: Dhariwal
Tikaram Jully
Mahendra Choudhary Rajendra Pareek
Students of Law stream of NIMS University witnessed the proceedings of the Rajasthan Assembly on
Wednesday. Vidhan Sabha Principal Secretary MP Sharma informed them about the proceedings.
LAW STUDENTS
VISIT ASSEMBLY
PARSADI REPLIES ON PEEPALDA SHC  WELLNESS
CENTRE; ALSO SUBMITS REPLY ON LIQUOR SHOPS
Health Minister Parsadi Lal Meena assured the House
on Wednesday that encroachment would be removed
from the land marked for the construction of four sub-
health centers and one health and wellness
center in Peepalda assembly constitu-
ency and action would be taken for the
construction of the building. He said that
the dept will write a letter to the District
Collector Kota to take action to remove
the encroachment. In a reply to another
question, Meena, who is also the Excise Minister, said on
Wednesday that a letter has been written to the PWD that
whenever the announcement is made regarding the State
Highway, it should be informed to the Excise Department
on time, so that action can be taken to remove illegal
liquor shops by the Excise Dept as per rules. Meena
said that at present illegal liquor shops are not operating
against the rules on SH 78 from Kathumar to Dausa. He
said that according to the SC order, liquor shops cannot
be opened at a distance of less than 220 meters on NHs,
SHs, yet action will be taken, if a complaint is received.
‘4,962 HOUSES BUILT
AGAINST TARGET IN
PILIBANGA IN PMJAY’
SPECIAL COACHING OF
DIFFICULT SUBJECTS IN
TSP AREAS: BAMANIYA
Rural Development 
Panchayati Raj Min
Ramesh Meena said on
Wednes-
day that
under the
Pradhan
Mantri
Awas Jan
Yojana,
4,962 houses have been
constructed against
the target in Pilibanga
assembly constituency
in the year 2018. He said
that removal of ineligible
persons in the scheme
is done on the basis of
prescribed criteria which
includes criteria like hav-
ing more than 5 acres of
land in irrigated area and
already having a house.
MoS for Tribal Areas
Development Arjun
Singh Bamaniya said on
Wednes-
day that
special
coaching
classes of
difficult
subjects
are also conducted in the
hostels for the education-
al upgradation of the ST
students living in the TSP
area. He assured that if
coaching is not being
done in any hostel of
TSP area, arrangements
will be made to get the
coaching done. Bamaniya
was replying to supple-
mentary questions during
the Question Hour.
HIGHLIGHTS
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Woman’s dead body
found on Amer hill
Attempt was made
to hide identity by
pouring chemicals
on face of victim
Satyanarayan Sharma
Jaipur: The body of a
woman was found on
the hill located in the
Hadipura area of Amer
in the city
. On receiving
the information, the po-
lice reached the spot.
Prima facie, the police
have expressed the pos-
sibility of throwing the
body after killing the
woman.
Kamal, a local resi-
dent who went for a
walk on the hill, saw the
body of the woman ly-
ing in the middle of the
bushes and informed
the police about it. It
seemed that an attempt
was made to eliminate
the identity by pouring
chemicals on the face.
The police saw the body
and estimated that it
could be two-three days
old and the age is
around 40 years.
Govt school principal held
for molesting girl students
Jodhpur (PTI): The
headmaster of a gov-
ernment school here
was arrested on Tues-
day for “inappropriate-
ly touching” girl stu-
dents, police said.
The accused, Bhag-
wan Singh Rajput (56),
was suspended by the
state education depart-
ment on Saturday after
a police case was regis-
tered against him.
The arrest came fol-
lowing recording of
statements of four of
his victims before a
magistrate, police said.
According to police,
the students and their
parents had lodged a
complaint against the
accused headmaster of
Government Upper Pri-
mary School, Ramna-
gar near Jodhpur on
March 10.
“The complainants
had stated that the
headmaster had been
inappropriately touch-
ing school girls and
threatening them of
dire consequences if
they told anyone about
it,” said Station House
Officer of Kaparda po-
lice station Jamal
Khan.
The girls informed
their parents who then
approached police fol-
lowing which, Rajput
was booked under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
Act along with relevant
sections of the Indian
Penal Code.
AJMER: DENTIST
ACCUSED OF
MOLESTING MINOR
Ajmer: A case of
molestation of a minor
girl by a doctor has
come to light at the
Alwar Gate area in the
city. The 17-year-old
minor visited the den-
tist for dental treat-
ment with her mother.
The victim’s mother
lodged a complaint
on Tuesday, while the
police have started
the investigation by
registering a case
against the doctor
under various sections
including the POCSO
Act. According to the
police, the mother of
the victim stated her
daughter was going
through some dental
problems for a long
time. The police has
registered a case
against the doctor.
Woman staff
‘filmed in
washroom’
of a city mall
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Apolicecom-
plaint has been filed
at Jawahar Circle Po-
liceStationagainstan
unidentified man for
allegedly filming a
woman while she was
using the washroom
in the WTP mall. Po-
liceinformedtheinci-
dent took place
around 2:30 pm on
March10.“Thevictim
is a 32-year-old wom-
an who resides in the
Malviya Nagar area
andworksinthemall.
As per her complaint,
she went to use the
washroom on the
fourth floor of mall
after having lunch on
March10.Meanwhile,
she suddenly spotted
that somebody was
filming her obscene
videos from top of the
wall,” police said.
JDC visits proposed site for hi-tech
parking in front of the High Court
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The proposed
parkingspacetobebuilt
on the land of the golf
club opposite the Ra-
jasthan High Court will
be equipped with hi-
tech technology
. The ve-
hicleownerswillbeable
to see on the display
screen where and how
muchparkingspacehas
been left in the parking
area. Besides this, the
information will also be
available on the mobile
application.
Jaipur Development
Authority Commis-
sioner Ravi Jain
reached the Golf Club
on Wednesday and in-
spected the site with
JDA engineers. Jain
also discussed this with
the officials of the Golf
Club. “It is very soon
that the place where
the underground park-
ing will be built will be
decided,” Jain said.
The proposed park-
ing will be built for Rs.
50 crores and around
Rs. 5 crores will be
spent on smart parking
solutions. The com-
plete parking space
will be IT-based and
electric charging
points will also be
there in the parking
area. A cost of Rs. 2
crores will be spent on
100 charging stations.
Lawrence on TV: Raj,Punjab cops pass buck
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi’s appear-
anceinaTVinterviewto
a news channel through
a video call from a high-
security jail has raised
question marks on secu-
rity agencies and jails
authorities.
The gangster is cur-
rently lodged in Bathin-
da Jail in Punjab. How-
ever, Punjab’s prisons
department categorical-
lysaidthatthevideowas
notfromeitherBathinda
jailorfromanyotherjail
in Punjab.
Apart from Punjab,
the agencies where Law-
rencewastakenforques-
tioning in the past are
also under question.
These include the Ra-
jasthan Jail dept as well.
Bishnoi was in Jaipur
central jail for 6 days
about a year ago. Recent-
ly
, he was under the cus-
tody of Jaipur police for
14 days after he was
brought on production
warrantfromPunjab.He
was kept at Jawahar cir-
cle police station.
Jaipur Police Com-
missionerAnandSrivas-
tava said that Lawrence
neither met anyone nor
gaveaninterviewtoany-
one during his custody
in Jaipur.
Gangster Bishnoi’s appearance in a TV interview has raised questions on security agencies and jail authorities
YOU READ IT IN FIRST INDIA ON MARCH 15, 2023
LAWRENCE  GODARA’S ACCOMPLICE
SHAKTI SINGH HELD WITH WEAPONS
Sikar: In a major breakthrough, Sikar police have
caught Shakti Singh, a notorious criminal and ac-
complice of gangsters Lawrence Bishnoi and Rohit
Godara. He was involved in the murder of Raju
Thehat in Sikar. Six illegal firearms including four
pistols and one 12-bore gun, 104 live cartridges,
and six magazines were recovered from the pos-
session of the accused. SP Sikar Karan Sharma
said that the accused is being interrogated to ascer-
tain the source of arms. Shakti Singh had arranged
vehicles and arms to the assailants.Several cases
are registered against Shakti Singh in Sikar, Churu,
Bikaner, and other districts. —Ramesh Sharma
The Sheetla Mata
temple is situated at
around 70 kilometers
in the south of Jaipur.
Lakhi fair was held in
Chaksu at Sheetla Mata
temple in full swing.
People of all religious
beliefs gathered in
 around the tem-
ple. This year more
devotees gathered in
the fair than last year.
During this time, the
devotees start com-
ing here a day before
Sheetla Ashtami. Apart
from Jaipur, a large
number of people
from nearby areas like
Niwai, Tonk, Devli etc.
also visit the temple.
BLESSED
SHEETLA
ASHTAMI!
—PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARMA
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Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
Distressed by the devastation
due to Cyclone Freddy in Malawi,
Mozambique and Madagascar.
Condolences to President @
LAZARUSCHAKWERA, President Filipe
Nyusi and President @SE_Rajoelina,
bereaved families and those affected
by the cyclone. India stands with you
in this tough time.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Wonderful conversations with Shri @
Wangchuk66 and his wife Gitanjali J
Angmo ji. Appreciate their passion,
thoughts and drive for transforming
education, encouraging experiential
learning, developing culture of innovation
and sustainable development.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
It is better to live your own
destiny imperfectly than to
live an imitation of somebody
else’s life with perfection.
—Bhagavad Gita
IN-DEPTH
RISHI SUNAK
EARNS POLICE
REBUKE FOR
VIOLATING
ANOTHER RULE
ne doesn’t know
whether to praise the
British police for
their fearlessness or
criticise Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak for breaking
rules once too often. He was first
fined when he was Chancellor
of Exchequer in Boris Johnson
government and attended a par-
ty at 10, Downing Street flouting
Covid rules on social distancing.
Johnson became the first prime
minister to be fined by police for
that party
. As prime minister, he
was penalized in January for
not wearing a seatbelt in a mov-
ing car. Sunak had to apologise
for an “error of judgment”.
The uber rich British prime
minister is again in the news for
wrong reasons. Sunak and his
family were filmed strolling in
central London’s Hyde Park
without a leash on his pet Lab-
rador which was against rules
His act drew a rebuke from Met-
ropolitan Police. If Mr Sunak
wants to flout rules knowingly
or unknowingly, he should mi-
grate to India where a posse of
policemen accompanying him
would keep other cops away
.
TOP TWEETS
O
n what seems an
indirect exten-
sion of the Quad-
rilateral Security
Dialogue, com-
monly known as Quad, the
nuclear-powered submarine
deal between the US, UK and
Australia is a new irritant for
China in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Reacting to the deal
China warned that the three
countries were treading a
“path of error and danger”.
The nuclear subs are being
sold under a different tripar-
tite security pact between the
Australia, UK and the US
(AUKUS). The pact envis-
aged, among other things, as-
sisting Australia in acquir-
ing nuclear submarines to
counter China’s hegemonic
designs in the region. When
signed in September 2021 the
pact was described as “a pow-
erful statement about the pri-
ority of the Indo-Pacific”.
Of particular interest in
AUKUS is the provision of
‘assisting’ Australia to ac-
quire the Virginia-class at-
tack submarines for which
that country will be spending
an astronomical $368 billion
over the next three decades.
To add to the bitterness of
the deal is the possibility that
these are going to second
hand submarines.
China sees AUKUS as a
threat and an illegal act of
nuclear proliferation. The
plan, China has reportedly
said, “constitutes serious nu-
clear proliferation risks, un-
dermines international non-
proliferation system, fuels
arms races, and hurts peace
and stability”. The Ameri-
cans note the Chinese build-
up and have sought informa-
tion from Beijing about its
intentions. The deal has up-
set France which was plan-
ning to supply its own sub-
marines but the arrange-
ment was abruptly cancelled
by Australia.
BOTTOM A N-SUB DEAL
TOO EXPENSIVE?
In what seems an
indirect extension of
the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue,
commonly known as Quad,
nuclear-powered
submarine deal between
US, UK and Australia is
a new irritant for China
in Indo-Pacific region
I
NOW, DEMAND FOR HOLDING
COLLEGE POLLS GAINING GROUND?
ven as a ban is in place which
has been imposed by the Kol-
kata Police, supporters of the
Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) recently marched to
the West Bengal Assembly
demanding student union
elections in colleges and uni-
versities of the state.
The student bodies affili-
ated to the Left parties in the
state have begun forcing the
government to hold students’
union elections across col-
leges and universities, which
have been in a “spot” since
2013. Earlier, when the SFI
had begun marches as part
of the Vidhan Sabha Abhi-
yan from Sealdah and How-
rah to the West Assembly,
several of the outfit’s activ-
ists were detained.
The activists went all the
way in order to meet Assem-
bly Speaker Biman Banerjee
and West Bengal education
minister, Bratya Basu, to
hand over a memorandum
for student union polls in the
state’s colleges and universi-
ties. Students Federation of
India (SFI) state committee
member Subhajit Sarkar
said the SFI members also
gathered at Sealdah station
to join the main rally near
Bowbazar crossing.
However, some of the rally-
ists were stopped before pro-
ceeding towards the Bow-
bazar area as they got down
from the train in Sealdah sta-
tion by policemen deployed
at the spot, SFI leader
Anandarupa Dhar alleged.
“They have lifted some of our
comrades in prison vans as
they alighted from the train
in the most undemocratic
manner. But we are deter-
mined to take out the rally.
This is our right,” she added.
The rally was taken out to
“Save the education sector
from the fascist forces like
BJP at Centre and TMC in
state are bent on privatisa-
tion of education system ig-
noring the interest of poor
students, immediate holding
of student union polls in
state-run and state-aided
higher educational institu-
tions and to stop the rolling
out of New Education Policy,
2020 draft which is aided by
the ruling TMC in Bengal,”
Sarkar alleged.
Plagued by a number of al-
legations, raids and arrests
of important leaders by the
central agencies, and pro-
tests by many sections of the
people on the eve of the state-
wide panchayat elections, the
TMC government in West
Bengal now faces the wrath
of college students over non-
execution of polls for almost
a decade.
Outfits such as the Student
Federation of India (SFI) of
the CPI(M) and All India
Democratic Students’ Organ-
isation (AIDSO) of the
SUCI(C), have been holding
protests, demanding student
union elections, across uni-
versities, colleges and the
streets of Kolkata. Last Fri-
day, the SFI organised a
march to the state Legislative
Assembly on the demand.
However, the state educa-
tion minister, Bratya Basu,
has clarified that these col-
lege elections won’t be held
before the three-tier pan-
chayat polls, expected to be
held in May. “We will hold
student union elections. But
since panchayat elections are
also due soon, we have to give
priority to the latter. I’m
hopeful that we can hold stu-
dent union elections after the
panchayat polls are over,”
Basu said.
Basu also added that stu-
dent elections across campus-
es in the state will be held on
separate days. “Elections in
colleges and universities in
north Bengal, south Bengal
and other belts will be held on
different days, though I
haven’t yet spoken to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
about this,” said Basu. In July
last year, he had said the state
government was very keen on
conducting elections across
colleges and universities in a
“free and fair” manner, and
expressed hope that the stu-
dents’outfitsof allOpposition
parties would participate.
However, there is no re-
ported clarity over the fact
when the students’ polls will
be held. In fact, all eyes are
now on the rural or the pan-
chayat elections which actu-
ally means a lot for the ruling
party and before the Lok
Sabha it is definitely a show
of strength. Politically, the
rural elections will mean a
lot for the ruling TMC more
so when the Congress-Left
combine grabbed the Sagar-
dighi bypoll seat recently
.
It may be mentioned that
till 2010, students’ polls were
being held in West Bengal on
a regular basis. Till 2013, stu-
dents’ polls were being held
regularly, however, since
then the polls schedule has
been affected.
In February 2013, violence
triggered over college elec-
tions at Garden Reach in Kol-
kata, in which one policeman
was shot dead. After this, the
West Bengal government an-
nounced a state-wide suspen-
sionof collegeunionelections
for six months. Then, the ir-
regularities started. After
2016, no election was conduct-
edinuniversitiesandcolleges
of the state. In 2019, student
elections were reintroduced,
beginning with four stand-
alone universities. But this
processgotinterruptedbythe
Covid pandemic.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
E
In February 2013, violence
triggered over college
elections at Garden Reach
in Kolkata, in which one
policeman was shot dead.
After this, the West Bengal
government announced
a state-wide suspension
of college union elections
for six months. Then, the
irregularities started. After
2016, no election was
conducted in universities
and colleges of the state. In
2019, student elections were
reintroduced, beginning
with four stand-alone
universities. But this
process got interrupted by
the Covid pandemic
The activists went all
the way in order to
meet Assembly
Speaker Biman
Banerjee and WB
education minister,
Bratya Basu, to hand
over a memo for student
union polls in the state’s
colleges and universities.
SFI state committee
member and others
also gathered at
Sealdah station to join
the main rally near
Bowbazar crossing
ROBIN ROY
The writer is Senior Journalist and
former Managing Editor, First India
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BJP MP writes another letter,seeks
termination of RaGa’s membership
New Delhi (Agencies):
Alleging “grave con-
temptof theparliament”
against Rahul Gandhi
forhisrecentremarksin
London including the
claim that his Mike was
switched off in the Lok
Sabha, BJP MP Nishi-
kant Dubey on Wednes-
day wrote a fresh letter
to Lok Sabha speaker
Om Birla and demanded
a special committee to
consider termination of
Congress MP’s member-
ship.
“His (Rahul Gandhi)
conduct is required to
be invested thoroughly
either by Privileges
Committee or by a spe-
cial Committee and
thereafter House should
consider whether such
member should be ex-
pelled from the House
so as to protect the es-
teem of parliament and
other democratic insti-
tutions and give a clear
message that no one
takes the pride and re-
spect of high institu-
tions for a ride in fu-
ture,” Dubey has main-
tained in the letter.
The BJP MP had al-
ready demanded termi-
nation of Gandhi’s
membership for his re-
marks against PM Nar-
endra Modi in the Lok
Sabha while speaking
on the vote of thanks on
the president’s address
to the joint sitting of
the parliament.
The BJP MP has
maintained that utter-
ances made by Rahul
Gandhi at Cambridge
University, at Cathom
House and through
other media was con-
temptuous and unbe-
coming of a member of
the Lok Sabha.
The BJP MP has
claimed that the con-
duct and statements of
Gandhi are denigrat-
ing, unwarranted com-
ments/ untenable nar-
rative by a member of
Parliament about Indi-
an Parliament, democ-
racy, judiciary, press
from foreign soil.
Opposition MPs raise slogans at Lok Sabha demanding an apology from Congress MP Rahul Gandhi over his ‘Democracy in India’ remarks in London during the second
phase of the Budget Session of the Parliament, in New Delhi on Wednesday. —PHOTO BY ANI
BUDGET
SESSION
NO QUESTION OF
APOLOGY, SAYS
CONGRESS CHIEF
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday said there is no
question of an apology over
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks
in the UK and that those
demanding so must answer
on PM Narendra Modi “hu-
miliating” the people of the
country with his comments.
BJP’s several ministers
have been demanding an
apology from Gandhi over
his remarks in the UK.
‘CRITICISING GOVT
DOESN’T AMOUNT TO
BEING UNPATRIOTIC’
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal on Wednesday
said criticising the govern-
ment whether at home or
abroad is a citizen’s right
and does not amount to
criticising India or being un-
patriotic. In a tweet, former
Union minister Sibal said,
“Criticising the Govern-
ment whether at home or
abroad is a citizen’s right.
That does not amount to
criticising India.”
84,866 POSTS LYING
VACANT IN 6 ARMED
FORCES: GOVT
Atotal of 84,866 posts
are lying vacant
in six Central Armed
Police Forces like the
CRPF and BSF against
the total sanctioned
strength of 10,05,520,
the Rajya Sabha was in-
formed on Wednesday.
Recruitment of 31,785
personnel in the CAPFs
has been done in the
past five months.
MAMATA BANERJEE
TO VISIT DELHI TO
MEET OPPN PARTIES
West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee is
likely to visit New Delhi
to meet the opposition
parties over the alleged
misuse of central agen-
cies against them. A top
Trinamool Congress lead-
er said the party chief is
likely to embark on a visit
to Delhi, however, the
schedule for the same is
yet to be finalised.
IRANI SLAMS RAGA OVER HIS ‘DEMOCRACY’
REMARK, SAYS NATION DEMANDS APOLOGY
Union Minister Smriti Irani lashes out at Rahul
Gandhi and said that he defamed the nation
on foreign soil. In a press conference Irani
said, “Rahul Gandhi defamed the nation
on foreign soil  disrespected the insti-
tutions - SC  EC. Is humiliating India
a democracy? Is disrespecting the
chairman of the House a democ-
racy? India demands an apology.”
PARLIAMENT STALEMATE: MODI GOVT
‘UNDERMINING’ DEMOCRACY: CONGRESS
The Congress accused the Modi government of
“undermining and weakening” democ-
racy in the country by stalling Parl in
order to save a businessman. “What
the government is doing in Parlia-
ment is a proof that democracy
in the country is being under-
mined,” Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate told reporters.
BJP national president JP Nadda. —FILE PHOTO
Nadda reviews
upcoming poll
preparations
New Delhi (ANI):
Bharatiya Janata Party
national president JP
Nadda chaired a meet-
ing with the party’s na-
tional general secretar-
ies at the party head-
quarters on Wednesday
evening to deliberate on
the agenda to analyse
and prepare further for
the upcoming elections.
Sources privy to the
details told ANI that
this meeting was held to
review the work done
by the party in the past
few months.
“The party reviewed
the progress of the on-
going programmes like
the Lok Sabha Pravas
where leaders are tour-
ing across the country
focussing on the weak
Lok Sabha seats identi-
fied by the party. BJP
general secretary, Vi-
nod Tawde is the con-
venor of this committee
for the Lok Sabha Pra-
vas,” sources said.
It is pertinent to men-
tion that ‘weak Lok
Sabha’ seats refer to a
survey in which 160 Lok
Sabha seats were iden-
tified by the Bharatiya
Janata Party, where it
did not perform well in
the 2019 elections. Vari-
ous states are slated to
go for Assembly polls
including Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Mizo-
ram. The party will re-
view the impact on the
ground of the drive to
take the Union Budget
to public that was un-
dertaken in a big way
.
One of the big focuses
of today’s meeting
was to analyse and
prepare further for the
upcoming elections.
The state of Karnataka
will go for assembly
polls soon and
the party will be
focusing on winning
that election.
Sources
No jurisdiction to act against parties for
caste-based rallies in non-election time: EC
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
cited its lack of jurisdic-
tion during non-election
periods and limited
powers to de-register
parties for not being
able to act against caste-
based rallies outside of
the Model Code of Con-
duct, in a counter affida-
vitfiledintheAllahabad
High Court last month.
Hearing a petition
filed by Lucknow-based
advocate Moti Lal Ya-
dav in 2013, the Luc-
know Bench of the High
Court had asked the
Commission in Janu-
ary to submit its re-
sponse to the plea that
the ECI should bar po-
litical parties that hold
meetings on caste and
religious lines from
elections. The petition-
er had also asked that
ECI deregister such
parties.
The ECI affidavit,
filed by the Uttar
Pradesh Joint Chief
Electoral Officer on be-
half of the poll panel
on February 16, stated
that the Commission
does not have the pow-
er to act against rallies
along caste lines that
occur outside of the
MCC period, which is
from the announce-
ment of an election till
its completion.
The ECI “has no ju-
risdiction to restrict the
convening of meetings
and rallies on caste
lines by political par-
ties during a non-elec-
tion period and to ban
them from contesting
the subsequent elec-
tion,” the affidavit said.
COURTYARD
New Delhi (ANI): The Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day directed the residents of the JJ cluster in
Yamuna floodplains to vacate their jhuggis within
three days. The High court also directed the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) to go ahead with
demolition after three days. The concerned Deputy
Commissioner of Police has also been directed to
provide all the support for the demolition.
HC DIRECTS PEOPLE LIVING IN YAMUNA
FLOODPLAINS TO VACATE WITHIN 3 DAYS
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court Wednesday
sought response of the Consortium of National Law
Universities, Bar Council of India and the Centre on
a plea seeking to conduct the Common Law Admis-
sion Test- 2024 (CLAT) not only in English but also
in other regional languages. The bench listed the
matter for further hearing on May 18.
RESPOND TO PIL TO CONDUCT CLAT-2024 IN
REGIONAL LANGUAGES: HC TO OFFICIALS
New Delhi (ANI): A
Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) has been
moved in the Delhi
High Court on Wednes-
day seeking direction
to the Centre and the
Election Commission
of India (ECI) to take
apposite steps for com-
pulsory voting in the
Parliament and State
Assembly elections, in
order to enhance vot-
er’s turnout, promote
political participation,
improve quality of de-
mocracy and to secure
right to vote.
PIL SEEKS STEPS
FOR COMPULSORY
VOTING IN PARL
POWERS DRAWN FROM
A 324 CONSTITUTION
New Delhi: The ECI said its
plenary powers drawn from
Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion were only with respect to
the conduct of elections and
that it had issued the MCC
for that. As per MCC, the af-
fidavit said: “political parties
should refrain from appealing
to caste or communal feel-
ings for securing votes”.
‘Willbringlawtoprotect
rightsofpeopleofJK’
Srinagar: The Demo-
cratic Progress Azad
Party (DPAP) will bring
in a laws to protect land
and job rights of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir if voted to
power, its chairman
Ghulam Nabi Azad
said on Wednesday
.
The former J-K chief
minister, who was ad-
dressing a public rally
in Zaloora area of
Sopore in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla dis-
trict, said the aim of his
party is the restoration
of statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir.
“It is the basic fight.
Otherwise, they will
keep threatening us,
taking away our lands,
bulldozing our houses.
So, It is very important
to have our own govern-
ment, chief minister,
ministers and MLAs,”
Azad said.
Azad said if his party
is elected to power, it
would also enact a law
in the assembly to pro-
vide land and job rights
to the people of J-K.
“Article 35-A was tak-
en away
. There were two
main rights for the peo-
ple of J-K because un-
der that… We have to
restore land and job
rights. But, that can be
done only through an
assembly, by passing a
law in the assembly so
that outsiders cannot
get employment or land
here,” he said.
My party aims to get
rid of poverty and un-
employment by provid-
ing employment oppor-
tunities to the youth,
Azad said.
He said he and his
party colleagues do not
fear anyone and will rid
J-K “of the currently
prevalent system”.
“We do not fear any-
one, we do not fear any
raids, we are not afraid
of being jailed,” he
added.
Karnataka Congress
chief slams top cop for
protecting ruling govt
Bengaluru: Karnataka
Congress president DK
Shivakumar today
sought the arrest of
Praveen Sood, the
state’s Director general
of police. The Congress
leader claimed that the
DGP had been protect-
ing the ruling BJP gov-
ernment and filing cas-
es against leaders from
his party
.
“This DGP is nalayak
(useless). Immediately,
there should be a case
against him. And he
should be arrested. The
election commission
should remove him,”
Mr Shivakumar said.
“He has finished
three years in service.
How many days do you
want to keep and wor-
ship him? He has been
filing cases only against
Congress. He has regis-
tered more than 25 cases
against us,” he added.
He said that Congress
will take action against
him if they come back
to power. Elections to
the 224-member Karna-
taka assembly are set to
be held before May 2023.
PRESIDENT HOSTS
President Droupadi Murmu in a group photo during a breakfast hosted for the Members
of Parliament from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Haryana, during a meeting
at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi, Wednesday, March 15, 2023. Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, Parliamentary Affairs MoS Arjun Ram Meghwal, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh and many other dignitaries are also seen. —PHOTO BY ANI
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Viral woes: Cases rising
due to H3N2, Covid,  H1N1
A majority of H1N1 cases are from Tamil Nadu (545), Maharashtra (170)
New Delhi Agencies:
India is currently wit-
nessing a surge in viral
infections caused by
H3N2, Covid-19 and
swine flu. Real-time sur-
veillance by the Inte-
grated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme
(IDSP) shows that 955
cases of H1N1, also re-
ferred to as swine flu,
have been reported by
states till February 28.
A majority of H1N1
cases are reported from
Tamil Nadu (545), Ma-
harashtra (170), Gujarat
(170), Kerala (42) and
Punjab (28), the health
ministry said.
It added that the ID-
SP-IHIP (integrated
health information
platform) data from
health facilities indi-
cates that during the
month of January, 3.97
lakh cases of acute res-
piratory illness/influ-
enza (ARI/ILI)-like ill-
ness were reported that
increased to 4.36 lakh
during February. “In
the first nine days of
March, 1.33 lakh ARI/
ILI cases were report-
ed,” said an official.
Be it swine flu, Influ-
enza A subtype H3N2 or
Covid-19, all are spread
mainly through virus
droplets. Wearing a
mask can help reduce
the risk of infection
caused by them, said
another senior doctor.
New Delhi (PTI): Pre-
vent highly intoxicated
travellersfromboarding
the aircraft, limit alco-
hol intake, instal CCTV
cameras and sensitise
staff about sexual har-
assment are part of the
detailed guidelines giv-
en by DCW to the avia-
tion regulator amid ris-
ing incidents of unruly
passengers on flights.
In a letter to the Di-
rectorate General of
Civil Aviation, the Del-
hi Commission for
Women said it has ob-
served increasing inci-
dents of disruptive and
unruly passengers on
flights in recently, add-
ing such incidents are
extremely traumatising
for the passengers. “Me-
dia has reported recent
cases of harassment
and misconduct by pas-
sengers in two flights in
which they were in a
highly inebriated
state,” the panel said.
‘Prevent intoxicated travellers from boarding flight’
WOMEN’S PANEL DEMANDS
lll
The panel has
proposed
stronger action
to be taken
against airline 
crew members
for failure to
implement a
zero-tolerance
policy on sexual
harassment
HM AMIT SHAH TO
VISIT GUJARAT ON
MARCH 18-19
4 HELD FOR DUPING
PEOPLE OF ` 1 CR VIA
FAKE WEBSITES
DELHI GOVT EXTENDS
‘OLD EXCISE POLICY’
FOR SIX MONTHS
7-YEAR-OLD BOY WHO
FELL IN MP BOREWELL
DIES AFTER RESCUE
New Delhi (PTI): Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will undertake a two-day
visit to Gujarat on March
18 and 19 during which
he will attend a host of
programmes, including a
dairy industry convention
and convocation of two
universities, officials said
on Wednesday. Shah will
also offer prayers at the
Somnath temple, they said.
The Union Home Minister
will also attend the con-
vocation ceremony of the
Gujarat central university.
New Delhi (PTI): Four men
were arrested for allegedly
duping people of more
than Rs 1 crore by offering
pens, belts and bags on
heavy discounts using fake
websites created in the
name of a luxury company,
police said on Wednesday.
The accused have been
identified as Hardeep Har-
nal (35), a native of Pun-
jab, Himanshu Verma (27)
of Uttar Pradesh, Sharafat
Ali (29) of Haryana, and
Sagar Bagga (30) of Delhi,
they said. One laptop and
five mobile phones used by
the accused in the crime
have been recovered,
police added.
New Delhi (Agencies):
The Delhi government on
Wednesday extended the
‘old excise policy’ for six
months. With the extension,
the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party government
has also asked its con-
cerned officials to prepare
a new excise policy. As
per the old excise policy,
there will be five dry days
during these six months,
which will be on Mahavir
Jayanti, Good Friday, Bud-
dha Purnima, Eid-al-Fitr and
Eid-al-Adha, ANI reported.
Vidisha (PTI): A 7-year-old
boy was rescued nearly
24 hours after he fell into
a borewell in Madhya
Pradesh’s Vidisha district
but he could not survive, an
official said today. “Doctors
declared him dead after
examination,” Vidisha Col-
lector Uma Shankar Bhar-
gava told reporters. Madhya
Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced an as-
sistance of Rs 4 lakh to the
kin of the boy, the collector
said. The child was rushed
to a hospital, about 14 km
from the district headquar-
ters following his rescue
nearly 24 hours after he fell
into the borewell.
CRUCIAL READ
Lucknow (PTI): BSP president Mayawati on Wednesday
paid tributes to party founder Kanshi Ram on his birth
anniversary, and called for giving a befitting reply to his
detractors by obtaining the “master key” of electoral suc-
cess. The BSP supremo, who paid floral tributes to Kanshi
Ram at the party office early morning, charged that Kanshi
Ram and his followers have been subjected to contempt.
In a series of tweets in Hindi, Mayawati said, “Tributes to
Honourable Kanshi Ram, who gave strength and momen-
tum to the self respect movement of the most revered
Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar by making the deprived
and exploited ‘bahujan samaj’ a political force.” The former
UP CM said the BSP movement was strengthened by him.
ELECTORAL SUCCESS KEY TO COUNTER
OPPONENTS OF KANSHI RAM: MAYAWATI
MK Stalin honours
tribal couple from
Oscar-winning film
Ex-principal
secy seeks
time to appear
before ED
Ranchi (PTI): Senior
IAS officer Rajeev Arun
Ekka has sought time
after March 24 to ap-
pear before the Enforce-
ment Directorate in
view of the ongoing
budget session of the
Jharkhand Assembly,
official sources said on
Wednesday
.
The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) had sum-
moned Ekka, the for-
mer principal secretary
to Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
to appear before its re-
gional office here on
Wednesday in connec-
tion with the money
laundering case linked
to suspended IAS offic-
er Pooja Singhal.
Ekka, now secretary
in the Panchayati Raj
department, has sought
time after March 24 to
appear before the cen-
tral agency, official
sources told PTI.
CUET to be
conducted in 3
shifts:UGC chief
New Delhi (PTI): The
Common University En-
trance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted in 3
shifts this year instead
of two and plans for its
merger with crucial en-
trance exams like JEE
and NEET will be an-
nounced at least two
years in advance, ac-
cording to UGC chair-
manMJagadeshKumar.
In an interview to
PTI, Kumar said the
University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) and the
National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) are prepared
to ensure that the sec-
ond edition of CUET-
UG is glitch free. Kumar
said that in a deviation
from the usual pattern,
the exam will be con-
ducted in three shifts
from this year.
New Delhi (Agencies):
Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
isterMKStalinWednes-
day felicitated elephant
caretaker couple Bom-
man and Belli who fea-
tured in the Oscar-win-
ning documentary The
Elephant Whisperers.
Stalin honoured the
couple at the secretariat
by gifting them a shield
of appreciation and a
cheque of Rs 1 lakh
each. On the occasion,
Stalin also announced a
grant of Rs 1 lakh each
to all the mahouts em-
ployed at the two ele-
phant camps in the
state from the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief
Fund. There are 91 ele-
phant caretakers at Th-
eppakadu in Mudu-
malai Tiger Reserve and
KozhikamuthiElephant
Camp in Anaimalai.
The state forest de-
partment’s activities on
elephant care manage-
ment got global atten-
tion through this docu-
mentary
.
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin awards cheques of Rs 1 lakh each to
the elephant caretaker couple Bomman and Bellie, who starred
in ‘The Elephant Whisperers’ in Chennai on Wednesday.
Puducherry: As per
the information, the
Puducherry govern-
ment on Wednes-
day declared
holidays for classes
I to VIII students
in government,
government-aided
and private schools
from March 16 to
March 26 in view of
the spread of viral
fever in the Union
territory.Home
minister A Na-
massivayam, who
holds the portfolio
of school education,
made an announce-
ment in this regard
in the assembly.
New Delhi (Agencies): Celebrating Holi irre-
sponsibly while operating a flight has led to two
SpiceJet pilots getting grounded. While having gu-
jhiyas on a Delhi-Guwahati flight last Wednesday,
the two had kept a cup of beverage over the flight
deck’s centre console where even a little spillage
could have affected safety. Once the picture of this
celebration at 37,000 feet when the aircraft was
cruising at 0.79 mach (975 kmph) went viral, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday asked the airline to immediately identify
the crew members and act against them. Com-
plying this with directive, the airline a day later
off-rostered (taken off flying duty) the pilots.
PUDUCHERRY
SCHOOLS TO
REMAIN SHUT
FOR 11 DAYS
2 PILOTS GROUNDED FOR KEEPING
BEVERAGE ON CENTRE CONSOLE
Ruckus in Kerala Assembly: 4 Oppn
MLAs, 5 security personnel injured
New Delhi (Agencies):
A protest in the Kerala
Legislative Assembly
over the denial of no-
tice for an adjournment
motion ended in a scuf-
fle between the security
personnel and Opposi-
tion MLAs Wednesday
.
Four Opposition
MLAs and five security
staff were admitted to
hospital in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Congress-
led Opposition mem-
bers got provoked after
Speaker A N Shamseer
denied permission for
the adjournment mo-
tion moved by MLA
Uma Thomas citing the
assault of a minor girl
in broad daylight in the
state capital the other
day. Opposition mem-
bers moved towards
his chamber, raising
slogans against Sham-
seer. They sat in front
of the office of the
Speaker, holding a pro-
test banner.
Meanwhile, the secu-
rity staff’s attempt to
remove the protesting
Opposition members
ended up in a scuffle.
NIA raids 15 locations in J-K,
Punjab against terror groups
New Delhi (ANI): The
National Investigation
Agency(NIA)hasraided
15 locations in Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
in Punjab in a case re-
lated to terror conspira-
cy hatched by Pakistan-
basedproscribedorgani-
sations to radicalize
youth of the Union Ter-
ritory and target mem-
bers of minority com-
munities, security per-
sonnelreligiousevents
and activities, an official
said on Wednesday
.
The raids were car-
ried out at 15 locations
in 6 districts of JK, in-
cluding Srinagar, Bara-
mulla, Pulwama, Anant-
nag, Budgam and Kath-
ua; and one location in
FatehgarhSahibinPun-
jab, said an official.
‘Women’s Reservation Bill should bebrought soon’
New Delhi (ANI): Stat-
ing that the Women’s
Reservation Bill will
help in raising the rep-
resentation of women
in the Parliament,
Bharatiya Rashtriya
Samiti leader K Kavi-
tha on Wednesday, said
that the bill should be
immediately brought.
Kavitha said, “Who-
ever speaks against PM
Narendra Modi is called
and questioned. It is
wrong, everyone has the
right to question. They
(BJP) first raided busi-
ness houses and tried to
control them, then they
tried to control political
parties”. “We will fight.
We have not done any-
thing wrong. Whenever
we will be called by
them (ED) we will go
and answer,” she added.
Talking about the
Women’s Reservation
Bill, the BRS MLC said
that it will help in in-
creasing women’s par-
ticipationinParliament.
BRS MLC K Kavitha along with other Opposition party MPs during a
conference on Women Reservation Bill in New Delhi on Wednesday.
New Delhi: The Supreme Court did not grant any
interim relief to Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLC
K Kavitha, however, it agreed to hear her plea chal-
lenging the summons of the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on March 24.The ED has asked BRS MLC
K Kavitha to appear again before it on March 16.
The court has agreed to hear her petition on March
24 in connection with a money laundering case
related to Delhi excise policy irregularities matter.
New Delhi (ANI): The
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a
fresh charge sheet against
the 15th accused in
West Bengal’s Ekbalpore
Communal violence case
that pertains to clashes
between two communities
on October 9 last year.
The agency named Md
Zeeshan Akbar, a resident
of Kolkata’s Khiddirpore, in
the supplementary charge
sheet filed before a special
NIA court in Kolkata on
Tuesday.The agency in
January this year had filed
a charge sheet against 14
accused persons in the
case, which pertains to the
clash between members
of two communities who
engaged in brick-batting,
stone-pelting and hurled
bombs at each other.
SC TO HEAR K KAVITHA’S PLEA ON
MARCH 24; NO INTERIM RELIEF
CHARGESHEET FILED AGAINST 15TH
ACCUSED IN COMMUNAL VIOLENCE
Actor Sameer Khakhar,
known for ‘Nukkad’ 
‘Circus’, dies at 71
New Delhi PTI: Vet-
eran actor Sameer
Khakhar, best known
for his roles in TV
shows such as ‘’Nuk-
kad’’ and ‘’Circus’’,
passed away at a hos-
pital on Wednesday
morning due to mul-
tiple organ failure,
his younger brother
Ganesh Khakhar
said. He was 71.
Ganesh said Sameer
Khakhar was admit-
ted to MM Hospital
in Borivali in subur-
ban Mumbai on
Tuesday morn-
ing following
respiratory
issues.
“He was
admitted to the in-
tensive care unit of
MM Hospital. Slowly
and gradually
, he suf-
fered multiple or-
gans failure, he was
unconscious and
then he collapsed. He
passed away at 4.30
am today,” Ganesh
Khakhar told PTI on
Wednesday
.
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
—PHOTO
BY
ANI
—REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
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Opium plants worth `22L seized
in Barmer; third raid in a week
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: Taking ac-
tion against the illegal
farming and marketing
of drugs, Barmer Po-
lice on Wednesday
seized 3,126 illegally
cultivated plants of
opium worth Rs 22
lakh. In a week, this is
the third incident in
which Barmer police
has carried out the raid
against illegal cultiva-
tion of opium.
On Wednesday
Bhakhsar police in Bar-
mer raided a farm in
Deedawa village where
Bhuraram Jat (46) was
involved in the illegal
farming of opium. Dur-
ing the raid police re-
covered 2,154 plants of
opium. Later police ar-
rested Bhuraram and
booked him under the
NDPS act. Police also
uprooted the opium
plants and seized them.
The market cost of the
seized consignment is
approx 15 lakhs, police
claimed.
In another incident
Bhakhsar police raided
a farm in Panoriya vil-
lage where they seized
972 plants of opium. Po-
lice arrested the farmer
Bhagaram Jat (32), who
wasdoingtheillegalcul-
tivationof opium.Police
arrested the Jat and
bookedhimunderNDPS
act. Police claimed that
the market cost of the
972 opium plants is ap-
prox 7 lakhs. The plants
were uprooted by the po-
lice and seized.
Arrested accused in police custody in Barmer on Wednesday.
Udaipur: A 25-year-old
man has been arrested
for allegedly killing his
wife after an argument
in Udaipur, police said
on Wednesday, adding
he also attempted
suicide. The incident
took place under Savina
police station area on
Monday night but came
to light on Tuesday
evening when the
landlord informed police
that the couple did not
come out of the room
since the previous night.
The accused Babulal
Suthar kept sleeping in
the same room in which
the body of his wife was
lying in a pool of blood,
police said. Police broke
open the door and
found Babulal lying on a
bed while his wife Sonu
(22) was lying uncon-
scious with head injury.
Jaipur: The 10th board
exams will be held
across the state from
Thursday till April 11.
The first day paper
will be of English on
Thursday from 8.30
am to 11.45 am. More
than 10 lakh students
at 6,081 centres will
attempt the exam.
UDAIPUR MAN
ARRESTED FOR
KILLING WIFE
CLASS 10TH
BOARD EXAMS
FROM TODAY
NEWS DIGEST
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Ajmer and Al-
war railway stations of
NWR have been provid-
ed with the Eat Right
Certificate. This status
was given to Jaipur
Junction some time
back by the FSSAI.
Ajmer and Alwar got
the new status after
about eight months as
per the rules of food
security. The two rail-
way stations are now
Eat Right Certificate
compliant. Chief Pub-
lic Relations Officer
Capt. Shashi Kiran
said quality standards
of food and drink ser-
vices were set in NWR.
There will be manda-
tory availability of
food licenses of FSSAI
with all FBOs.
According to the pre-
audit checklist at the
stations, the deficien-
cies were rectified. As
per him, both the rail-
way stations have got
this status for the next
two years. Earlier, the
Jaipur railway station
was given the ‘Eat Right
Station’ certificate from
Food Safety and Stand-
ards Authority of India
(FSSAI). With this certi-
fication, it became the
first such station in Ra-
jasthan and north west-
ern railway
.
This certification is
awarded by FSSAI to
those railway stations
that set benchmarks in
providing safe and
wholesome food to pas-
sengers either through
restaurants, food ki-
osks, fixed or moving
stalls. The station has
been awarded this cer-
tificate after an FSSAI-
empanelled third-party
audit agency gave it a
rating of 5 stars.
Alwar, Ajmer stations get eat right certificates
FOR QUALITY FOOD
Certificates given by the FSSAI will
remain valid for two years
In-laws try to perform last
rites in husband’s absence
DHOLPUR NEWLY MARRIED WOMAN DIES MYSTERIOUSLY
Dholpur (ANI): A
23-year-old newly mar-
riedwomanfromUttar
Pradesh died under
mysterious circum-
stances in Rajasthan’s
Dholpur on Tuesday
,
the police said.
AccordingtoSuresh
Dabriya, Circle Offic-
er of Sarmathura, the
in-laws allegedly tried
to perform the last
rites of the newly
married woman in the
absence of the hus-
band. The next of kin
of the deceased were
also not informed.
When her relatives
came to know about
the death of the wom-
an, they informed the
Sarmathura police
station.The police
reached the cremato-
rium ground and
doused the fire by
pouring water on the
pyre and took the
half-burnt body in
their possession.
The deceased has
been identified as So-
nia (23), a resident of
Uttar Pradesh’s Agra.
She got married to
Akash, a resident of
Sahnipada in Sarma-
thura, last year. Her
husband works as a
labourer, due to which
he often stays away
from home, Circle Of-
ficer Dabriya said.
Police gathered evi-
dence by calling the
FSL team on the spot.
The half-burnt body
has been sent for post-
mortem examination,
Dabriya said.
Police take possession of the half-burnt body.
Fire engulfs Heerapura power
house, no casualties reported
Sanjay Jain
Jaipur: A massive fire
broke out at Heerapura
Power House on Ajmer
Road in Jaipur on
Wednesday evening.
Within no time, the
fire engulfed the entire
440KWGridSubStation
(GSS). Following the in-
cident, more than 10 fire
tenders from VKI, Man-
sarovar, Malviya Nagar,
Jhotwara and 22 Go-
down area reached the
spot and it took three
hours to get control over
the fire.
Chief Fire Officer
(CFO) Rajendra Nagar
informed that people
alerted the fire control
room at 6:57pm about
the fire.
“Initially, the grass
of the GSS premises
caught fire, but it
spreaded to other parts
of the grid station
within no time. There
were power cables
spread over the power
house and electricity
supply to Jaipur takes
place from this station.
From here electricity is
supplied to Chambal
Power House, Nala
Power House, Ram
Mandir Power House
and Sanganer Power
House. The reason be-
hind the fire incident is
yet to be ascertained,”
said Rajendra Nagar.
Massive blaze is seen from the residential area on Wednesday,
Police attacked during
arrest op in Pratapgarh
First India Bureau
Pratapgarh: A police
team was attacked by a
group of miscreants in
Akehpur village of
Pratapgarh district on
Wednesday while the
cops had gone to arrest
the accused.
Sourcesinformedthat
a team of police officials
of District Special Team
under the supervision
of Narendra Singh had
gone to arrest Gullu ali-
as Gulanwaj, Virendra
Pal Singh, Dilip Meena
and two other people in
a case related to illegal
narcotics drugs.
“As soon as the police
teamreachedthevillage,
the accused opened fire
on the cops. The police-
men managed to save
themselves, but the mis-
creants succeeded to flee
from the spot. Later, the
police team raided the
premises of the accused
and found 18 grams of
MD drug and 1.5kgs of
opiumfromthehouseof
brotherof Gulluandone
other woman,” police
said.“
AcaseunderArms
Act and NDPS Act has
been registered against
the accused and the mat-
ter is being investigat-
ed,” police added.
CRACK DOWN ON ILLEGAL OPIUM FARMING
Kingpin among eight
held in fake call centre
scam in Rajsamand
Ashish Choudhary
Rajsamand: In a major
action by the cyber po-
lice, a fake call centre
was busted and eight
people were arrested in
Rajsamand on Wednes-
day
. An eMitra operator
was also cheated in the
name of online trading.
The police have ar-
rested eight accused in-
cluding the call centre
mastermind. According
to the police, he has
committed frauds worth
more than Rs 1 crore
across the country
.
About 20 mobiles were
seized from the posses-
sion of the accused. The
call centre was operated
from Dewas in Madhya
Pradesh (MP).
According to Rajsa-
mand DSP Sudhir
Joshi, a few months
ago, eMitra director of
Rajnagar, Manish Ku-
mar (26) received a link
and login ID password
on WhatsApp. After
opening the link, Rs 2.10
lakh were deducted
from his account.
Two police teams
were formed and teams
were sent to Ujjain and
Dewas in Madhya
Pradesh to nab the
thugs. In the entire epi-
sode, Constable Indra
Chand Choyal had a spe-
cial role in collecting
data and locating and
detaining unknown ac-
cused, who will be sent a
proposal to the police
headquarters for a suit-
able reward.
Call centre mastermind Lucky Jaiswal, others in police custody.
Official OK’s approvals worth crores without
holding Dir post at Gopalan Dept for 9 mths
Kashiram Choudhary
Jaipur: In a surprising
matter, an official con-
tinued working as the
Director of Gaupalan
Department without the
posting order for nine
months. During this, he
issued administrative
and financial approvals
worth crores of rupees.
Later the Depart-
ment of Personnel
(DoP) issued a post fac-
to approval order. Inter-
estingly, he is still work-
ing post-retirement.
Dr Lal Singh, who
was the Additional Di-
rector in the Gaupalan
Department, started
working as the Director
after the post fell vacant
due to the transfer of
Khajan Singh in July
2021. In the transfer list,
no official was made the
new director of the
Gaupalan Department.
Khajan Singh handed
over the charge to Ad-
ditional Director Dr Lal
Singh on July 28, 2021.
After this, Singh is-
sued an order on August
12, 2021 saying that he
had taken over the post
of Director in compli-
ance with State Govern-
ment order number
4/2021 whereas the or-
der did not mention an-
ything about giving him
charge of the director.
He further wrote that
all letters should be sent
to him by name. By this,
he became the director
of the department with-
out any valid order.
Sources said that Sin-
ghcontinuedworkingas
Director without any or-
der.However,herealised
that he might get into
trouble if any inquiry is
ordered therefore he
started managing post-
ing orders for him.
Dr Lal Singh
LATER ELEVATED
HIRED UNEMPLOYED
ABVP PROTESTS
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) workers on Wednesday hold protest outside
Gandhinagar Police Station against the arrest of their co-members for protesting outside
the Rajasthan University on Tuesday. —PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO
—PHOTO
BY
SANTOSH
SHARMA
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Jaipur: The  State gov-
ernment is taking im-
portant decisions to
empower girl students
and encourage them to
pursue higher educa-
tion. Now scooties will
be distributed to 30,000
meritorious girl stu-
dents of the State.
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has approved
the proposal to in-
crease the number of
scooters from 20,000 to
30,000.
In the Kalibai Bhil
Girl Scooty Yojana and
Devnarayan Scooty Yo-
jana, meritorious girl
students will now also
get an option to take
electric scooty. Female
students can take the
option while applying
online. Under the
scheme, if all the girl
students apply for e-
scooties, the State Gov-
ernment will spend Rs
390 crore.
It is noteworthy that
in the Budget of the
year 2023-24, the Chief
Minister announced to
increase the number of
scooties to be given to
meritorious girls from
20,000 to 30, 000.
Kamal Kant
Jaipur:Acomplainthas
reached the Congress
High Command regard-
ing BJP leaders becom-
ingpresidentsandmem-
bers in the District Con-
sumer Commissions.
Congress leaders pro-
tested against the ap-
pointments made to the
posts of members in
Banswara. On March 13,
thegovernmentappoint-
ed 12 chairpersons and 8
members in the District
Consumer Commis-
sions. The furore rose
over appointment of
District Consumer
Jaipur President and
Banswara Member.
However, when ques-
tioned, Food Minister
Pratap Singh Khachari-
yawas clearly said, “I
don’t know, CMO has
fixed the name.”
Notably, Gyarsilal
Meena was appointed
as the Chairman of Dis-
trict Consumer Com-
mission-2. Notably,
Meena is Member of
State Working Commit-
tee of BJP ST cell and
member of Legal Cell.
Along with this, Meena
has also been the dis-
trict in-charge of BJP’s
Janakrosh Yatra.
Additionally, Kam-
lesh Sharma joined the
medical wing of BJP
from Banswara. Now,
former President of
Congress Law  Hu-
man Rights Cell Sushil
Sharma raised the
question and requested
for immediate stay of
orders and cancellation
of appointment.
However, sources say
that a recommendation
letter was written for
Kamlesh by some key
Ministers and MLAs of
the Congress govern-
ment and the political
appointment was based
on the recommenda-
tion letter. Notably, the
name was also recom-
mended by a veteran
Minister of the Wagad
region.
Vikas Sharma
Jaipur: Jaipur DIS-
COM MD, RN Kumawat
has directed the DIS-
COM officials to coordi-
nate with various gov-
ernment departments
for the recovery of dues
against electricity bills.
Power DISCOMs are
already facing financial
crisis and dues on gov-
ernment department
against electricity bills
amounting to Rs 1,900
crore, are making the
situation worse.
In such a situation,
Jaipur DISCOM MD
has directed the field of-
ficers to coordinate
with the departments
for recovery of out-
standing amounts.
Jaipur DISCOM has to
recover nearly Rs 1,000
crore from government
departments.
For this, the DISCOM
has started strictness so
that the maximum re-
covery can be made in
15 days of the current
fiscal year.
Government depart-
ments give last priority
to pay electricity bills.
In the reports of Janu-
ary month of all three
DISCOMs, the outstand-
ing amount has reached
Rs 1,900 crore and maxi-
mum of it, Rs 1,267
crore, is due on various
UITs.
Apart from this, the
departments which
have not paid electrici-
ty bills are PHED, Po-
lice and other depart-
ments.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The General
Body Meeting (GBM)
of Jaipur Municipal
Corporation (Heritage)
can be held soon. Sur-
prisingly, the meeting
is being called at the
Commissioner level in-
stead of the Mayor.
Heritage Commission-
er Vishram Meena on
Tuesday wrote a letter
to city MLAs request-
ing to grant permission
for holding a general
body meeting.
A letter has been
written by the Commis-
sioner to MLA Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas,
Dr Mahesh Joshi, Amin
Kagzi, Rafeek Khan,
and Dr Satish Poonia.
Recently, a signed pro-
posal of more than 35
BJP councillors was
given to the Commis-
sioner. After this, the
Commissioner called
the meeting using his
privilege. This meet-
ing, proposed on March
22, is being called after
the proposal submitted
by the councillors.
It is noteworthy that
if this meeting takes
place, then there will be
a second meeting of
this board. Earlier in
February 2021, the first
meeting of the Board
was held.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Energy Minis-
ter Bhanwar Singh
Bhati met Union Ener-
gy Minister RK Singh
on Wednesday during
his visit to New Delhi.
He discussed with
him the problems re-
lated to electricity pro-
duction and coal supply
in the State Along with
this, he also demanded
for additional coal sup-
ply to the State.
Bhati also requested
the Union Minister to
include a new head in
the RDSS scheme of the
Centre for the electrifi-
cation of hamlets,
which have not been
electrified so far.
Bhati said that coop-
eration of Centre is
needed to increase pow-
er generation in Ra-
jasthan. “There is a
need to make electricity
system more robust and
provide electricity to
every village so that de-
prived residents in ru-
ral areas can be benefit-
ted,” the MoS said.
The only truly happy man is one
who learns to take the fortunate
and unfortunate incidents of his
life, equally in his stride.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur: The two pre-
mier organisations of
the State engaged in re-
cruitment, Rajasthan
Public Service Commis-
sion (RPSC) and Staff
Selection Board (SSB),
are currently battling
with ‘vacancy’ of their
members. As a result,
after examinations, the
interviews are not be-
ing conducted at the de-
sired pace.
Such is the situation
that even after an-
nouncement of result
of RAS and Sub-Inspec-
tor examinations, the
interview boards are
not being formed in ab-
sence of members. In
both the organisations,
it is needful for a mem-
ber to sit in the Selec-
tion Board and this
member is the Chair-
man of this Committee.
As of now, four mem-
bers are working, along
with the Chairman, in
RPSC, whereas, the post
of three members is ly-
ing vacant. Sanjay
Shotriya is currently
serving as RPSC Chair-
man, while Sangeeta
Arya, Manju Sharma,
Jaswant Rathi and Bab-
ulal Katara are mem-
bers. The members
were appointed by the
current state govern-
ment on October 15,
2022 while the Chair-
man was appointed on
February 15, 2022. Their
tenure is of six years or
till 62 years of age.
One condition preva-
lent on it is that out of
the seven- member
strength, half can be
those officials, who
have served for ten
years in State or Centre.
The three new appoint-
ments have been done
with this condition and
thus, about a dozen IAS,
IPS and RAS are lobby-
ing for this position.
Meanwhile, there
should be four mem-
bers in Staff Selection
Board (SSB). The Ge-
hlot government has ap-
pointed retired IPS
Hariprasad Sharma as
Chairman and Profes-
sors of Jodhpur Univer-
sity - Ram Singh Meena
and Irfan Mehra, as
members in January
2022. Now, the post of
two members is lying
vacant.
The SSB is responsi-
ble for holding several
examinations including
teacher recruitment.
Till now, interview of
about 600 candidates for
SI has been conducted
and 2,400 candidates are
still to be interviewed.
As a result of the five
posts of members in
both the organisations
being vacant, these or-
ganisations are not able
to give a favourable re-
sult. Most of the diffi-
culty and mental ten-
sion is being faced by
those youths , who have
cleared the examina-
tion, but are awaiting
the interview call.
It is believed that ap-
pointment of new mem-
bers will be done, in any
case, by the current gov-
ernment. However, only
seven months are left
before the election code
of conduct is enforced
and thus, the govern-
ment needs to speed up
the selection process.
On the other hand,
members in both the or-
ganisations are facing
difficulties due to ex-
cess work load and once
new appointments are
made, they will get
some relief.
RPSC and SSB: Backlog of members mars performance!
MATTER OF CONCERN
CM’SNODTO GIVESCOOTIESTO30K
MERITORIOUS GIRLSTUDENTSINRAJ
CM okays proposal to open 5
new regional offices of PWD
Now Scooties will be distributed to 30,000 meritorious girl students of the State under the ‘Kalibai
Bhil Girl Scooty Yojana’ and ‘Devnarayan Scooty Yojana,’
` 73.84 cr to buy equipment
for Anganwadi Centres
Plaints of BJP leaders’ appt
in Dist Commissions reach
Congress High command
Unpaid bills worth `1,900
crore keep Discoms in red
JMCHCommissionerseeks
MLAs’permissionforGBM
MoSBhatimeetsUnionMin,
urgesaddlcoalsupplytoRaj
Jaipur: New regional offices of Public Works Department
will be opened in Narayanpur (Alwar), Taranagar (Churu),
Basedi (Dholpur), Phagi (Jaipur) and Mandrail
(Karauli) in the State. Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has approved 30 new posts for opening
and running the office. The new posts include
5 posts each of Superintending Engineer, As-
sistant Engineer, Assistant Administrative Officer
and Senior Assistant and 10 posts of Junior
Assistant. Necessary funds for running these new
regional offices have also been sanctioned.
With this decision of Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, the work done by the Public Works
Department can be monitored regularly and
in a timely manner. It is noteworthy that in
the budget of the year 2023-24, it
was announced by the Chief Minis-
ter that various new section offices
would be opened.
Jaipur: Anganwadi Centres in the State will be provided
necessary equipment for regular physical examination
and nutrition of children. Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
has sanctioned 73.84 crore rupees for this. Various
equipment including infantometer, stadiometer and
weight measuring machine will be purchased for
Anganwadi centres. In this way, malnourished
children can be monitored. Also children can be
protected from health related diseases. Gas cylin-
ders, water regulators and pipes, gas stoves
and cooking utensils will also be provided
at the Anganwadi or Mini Anganwadi
Centres with the sanctioned amount.
This approval will enable children to
get proper and fresh supplementary
nutrition. It is noteworthy that an
announcement was made in this
regard by CM Gehlot in the budget
for the year 2023-24.
CM Gehlot has approved proposal to increase number of scooters from 20,000
to 30,000. The students will now also get an option to take an E-Scooty as well
Principal Secy,
Energy Dept of
Raj, Bhaskar A
Sawant was also
present in meeting
Gyarsi Lal Meena (L), who has been appointed as President of
District Consumer Commission, Jaipur- 2, is the member of BJP
ST Morcha’s State Working Committee.
Till now, interview of
about 600 candidates
for SI has been
conducted and 2,400
candidates are still to
be interviewed
Bhanwar S Bhati calls upon Union Minister of Power, RK Singh
at the Shram Shakti Bhawan in New Delhi  Informed about the
problems related to power generation and coal supply in Raj.
CM Ashok Gehlot
z For All Classes (Higher
Education Department):
4,162
z For 12th pass girl
students of SC category
(Department of Social
Justice and Empower-
ment): 2,463
z For General Class and
Economically Backward
Class 12th pass girl
students (Secondary
Education Department):
1,477
z For Minority Category
12th Pass Girls (Minority
Affairs Division): 1,848
z For ST Class 12th pass
girl students (Tribal Area
Development Depart-
ment): 12,315
z For Scheduled Tribe Class
10th passed girl students
(Tribal Area Development
Department): 2,463
z For free, nomadic, semi-
nomadic girl students
(Social Justice and
Empowerment Depart-
ment): 1,577
KALIBAI BHIL SCOOTY YOJANA
IN DEVNARAYAN CHHATRA SCHOLARSHIP 
INCENTIVE SCHEME: 3,695 SCOOTIES
9 NEW POSTS TO BE
CREATED IN JODHPUR
MEDICAL COLLEGE
Jaipur: CM Ashok
Gehlot has approved the
proposal for creation of
9 new posts in Jodhpur
Medical College. As per
the proposal, 2 posts
of Professor, 3 posts
of Associate Professor
and 4 new posts of Asst
Professor will be created
in the Specialty Dept of
Immunohaematology and
Transfusion Medicine
under the Medical Col-
lege. The creation of
these posts will facilitate
smooth running of cours-
es in the College and will
benefit the students.
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he grand finale of
Rajasthan’s biggest
fashion festival, The
Jaipur Couture
Show, presented by
First India and
Bharat24-Vision of
New India, cu-
ratedbyGaurav
Gaur, Direc-
tor, Elite
Miss Ra-
jasthan
o r g a n -
ised at
The Pal-
a c e
Jaipur on Tuesday was on
full blast with the Rajastha-
ni heritage on stage.
On the last day of the
show, renowned fashion de-
signers from across the na-
tion showcased their exqui-
site collections and mes-
merized the audience.
Jagdeesh Chandra
graced the evening as the
chief guest during the pro-
gram. Show Patron JD Ma-
heshwari along with the
show’s founder Gaurav
Gaur, directors Ajit Soni,
PN Dhudhi, Ankur Jain,
Ronnie Sharma and Nakul
Vijay were also present dur-
ing the show.
The show was inaugurat-
ed by the Label Sarte which
has created a summer west-
ern wear collection keeping
the spring season in the
mind. In which colour
blocking, colour
print, and Teslas
designs were
highlighted. The
Showstopper of
this sequence
was Nupur
Jhankal who
rocked the ramp
in the unique col-
lection.
Bannadi Jaipur
then showcased the
entire collection of
Indian and Western
wear fusion. In
which showstopper
Mona Gautam pre-
sented the use of dif-
ferent luxury fabrics
with Indian colours on
the ramp. In the next
sequence, Mukesh
Dubey from Lucknow
displayed his heritage
collection, whose showstop-
per was Deepti Singh and
OTT actress Tania Chatter-
jee. Gowns and jackets made
of fabrics like flat chiffon,
satin base and organza were
showcased by Itisha Jain.
Inspired by Indo western de-
signs, these cocktail gowns
were designed looking at
partywear and daily wear,
withmodelAasthaKhandel-
wal as the showstopper.
In the next round, Delhi’s
Sayesha Rajput’s collection
was exhibited by showstop-
per Rutvi Tiwari. Sanjay
Mittal was the showstopper
for the men’s collection of
Delhi-based designer Vippin
Agarwal.
Riya Suledia, Rizwana
Shaikh and Ruhaan Rajput
displayedNazimAli’scollec-
tion from Bareilly
. In the se-
quence that followed, de-
signer Rekha Bhimsariya’s
collection was modeled on
the ‘Nayaka’ theme. Indian
wear, Indo western and suits
with skirts were showcased
in this collection.
Riya Sen and Gaurav
Gaurweretheshowstoppers
for the collection by design-
er Kingshuk from Delhi.
Shrishti was the showstop-
per for Prashant Mazum-
dar’s Indo-Western collec-
tion from Kolkata. The spec-
tacular end-of-show se-
quence showcased a reinter-
pretation of western fusion
and new bridal traditional
lehengas with Lucknowi
and chikankari handwork.
With this, showstopper Bol-
lywood actress Chitrangada
Singh enthralled the ramp
by giving a grand finale to
the show.
JAIPUR COUTURE SHOW 2023
A Symphony of
Fashion
City First spotlights glimpses
of the grand finale of the regal
Jaipur Couture Show, held at The
Palace, Jaipur on Tuesday
T
MRIDULA SHARMA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Jagdeesh Chandra walks the ramp with Tanu Akanksha, Khushi, Radhika, Deepika, Mahima and Khushboo
Clockwise: Shrishti Khatri, Khushi Vijayvargiya,
Mona Gautam, Ritu Sharma and Tanu Choudhary
—PHOTOS
BY
MUKESH
KIRADOO
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JAIPUR COUTURE SHOW:
REFLECTION OF PERFECTION!
Some of glimpses from the Jaipur Couture Show 2023, presented by First India and Bharat24, Vision
of New India and organised by Gaurav Gaur at The Palace, Ajmer Road Jaipur. During the show,
renowned fashion designers from across the city showcased their collections. Jagdeesh Chandra
graced the occasion as the chief guest and motivated the participants with his encouraging words.
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Jagdeesh Chandra with Akanksha Bhalla and members of Rajasthani Dance group
Gaurav Gaur with showstopper Chitrangada Singh during the rampwalk.
Also seen are Arzoo, Mona, Navya, Soni, Aastha, Nupur, Shrishti and Radhika with others
Designer Hardik and showstopper Charvi Dutta. Also seen are Navya,
Karishma, Harshita, Kalpana, Rutvi, Juhi, Sneha, Shrishti and Soni
Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Vicky Gaur, Hemant Kumar Gaur and Renu Gaur
Nazim Ali, Zarina Sheikh, Bobby, Riya, Ruhan
and Ashok Chaudhary with models on the ramp
Deepika, Toshi, Ankur Sihag and Ravi Shankar
Desinger Ruchi Pathak with Showstoppers Tanu Choudhary and Karan Vig.
Also seen are Ragini, Navya, Karishma, Soni, Tanu, Sheena, Shrishti and Soni
Shweta Raje, Khusboo, Himakshi, Khushi, designer Krishna Singh,
Radkha, Soni, Ritu, Vinnie, Deepika, Riya, Mahima and Nilanjana
Yogesh, Aryan, Ashok Chaudhary and Sarad Dixit
Rewati, Ragini, Rishika and Sneha
Zoya Afroz, JD Maheshwari, Khushi Chouhan and Simran
Toshi Vijay Himmat Singh
Yasheel Pandel and Manisha Pandel
Soni and Ravi Shankar
Desinger Mukesh Dubey and showstopper Rania Chatterjee.
Also seen are Rewati, Rishika, Shrishti and Kalpana with others
Showstopper Aniruddh Dave
Deepak Sanket and Liza Malik
Navya Singh Shekhawat
Shipla Chaudhary
Jagdeesh Chandra
addressing the audience
Liza and Riya Sain during the ramp
Priya Agarwal
Shreya Chalana
Divya Mamnani Shweta Raje
Soni Singh Sonakshi
Seema dance group
Gaurav Gaur and Akanksha Bhalla during the rampwalk
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