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	1. TOP STORIES
Other Raj
Other  Raj
l Cold wave conditions
prevail in Rajasthan,
Fatehpur coldest at
minus 3.5 degrees P3
l Newly appointed 9 judg-
es of Rajasthan High Court
will take oath tomorrow.
CJ Justice Pankaj Mithal to
administer oath to them. P8
JAIPUR l SUNDAY,
JANUARY 15, 2023
Pages 12 l 3.00
RNI NO. RAJENG/2019/77764
Vol 4 l Issue No. 220
CBI RAID, SAYS SISODIA;
AGENCY SAYS NO RAID
New Delhi: A CBI team
visited Delhi CM Manish
Sisodia’s office on Saturday
to seek some documents
related to the the Delhi
excise policy case, agency
officials said. He claimed
that raids were conducted
at his office, a claim that
the agency denies.
EX-IPL CHIEF LALIT
MODI HOSPITALISED,
PLACED ON OXYGEN
SUPPORT IN LONDON
London: Former IPL
chairman Lalit Modi was
admitted to the hospital
after a corona infection
and pneumonia attack. He
has been further placed on
external oxygen support as
his condition deteriorated.
He took Instagram to update
about his health condition.
WOMAN BLEEDS IN
FLIGHT, DIES LATER
Indore: An IndiGo flight
from Madurai to Delhi
was diverted to Indore
airport after a 60-year-old
passenger’s well being
deteriorated mid-air on
Saturday night. After the
flight landed, the passenger
was taken to a hosp where
doctors declared her dead.
READ
Crucial
Crucial BHARAT JODO YATRA SUSPENDED FOR 24 HOURS
DAY
FULL OF
KITES
LAMPS
LIT-UP
NIGHT
CONGRESS MP DIES
DURING YATRA
Santokh Singh Chaudhary died after suffering a
cardiac arrest during Rahul-led Yatra in Punjab
Moni Sharma
Ludhiana/New Delhi:
Congress MP Santokh
Singh Chaudhary died
of a heart attack during
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Punjabthismorning.He
was 76. Santokh Singh
Chaudhary, the party’s
MP from Jalandhar, col-
lapsed during the Con-
gress’ mega foot march
in Punjab’s Phillaur
while he was walking
with Rahul Gandhi.
The veteran Congress
leader was taken to a
hospital in Phagwara
where he was declared
dead on arrival.
Rahul Gandhi rushed
to the hosp soon after.
Rahul Gandhi meets the family member and pays his last respects
to party MP Santokh Singh Chaudhary in Jalandhar on Saturday.
We have
lost a gem,
his void will
be diffi-
cult to fill. My heartfelt
condolences to his son
MLA Vikram Chaudhary,
friends and family.
—Rahul Gandhi,
Congress Leader
PM MODI CONDOLES DEMISE
OF CONGRESS LEADER SINGH
IRREPARABLE LOSS: SONIA IN
A LETTER TO SANTOKH’S WIFE
‘ARMED FORCES READY
TO FACE ANY CHALLENGE’
PM Narendra Modi expressed his condo-
lences, saying he will be remembered for
his efforts to serve the people of Punjab.
“Pained by the passing away of MP Singh
Chaudhary Ji. He will be remembered for
his efforts to serve the people of Punjab,”
Modi said in a tweet.
Sonia Gandhi condoled death of party’s
Jalandhar MP Santokh Singh Chaudhary.
In letter to Kamaljit Kaur, Sonia termed the
death of party MP an “irreparable loss”. “I
express my heartfelt condolences. I can
understand the pain you and your family
is going through,” the letter read.
Army Chief General Manoj
Pande on Saturday said all
three services of the armed
forces are ready to face any
challenge as a formidable
instrument of the nation.
Nitin Gadkari’s office
receives 3 threat calls
First India Bureau
Nagpur: Union Road
Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin
Gadkari’s Nagpur of-
fice has received three
death threat calls on
Saturday.
Accord-
ing to
sources,
an un-
k n o w n
p e r s o n
called the union minis-
ter’s office’s landline
number twice and
threatened to kill him.
The person also threat-
ened to blow up the of-
fice on the phone. The
employees of the office
informed the police
soon after.
Two threat
calls had
come within
a span of 10 minutes.
Unidentified caller
had asked for Rs 100
crores claiming to be
member of Dawood
gang. We are now
verifying the entire
episode. Precautions
have been taken so
far for security and
unearthing the racket.
—Amitesh Kumar, CP
Govt bodies and
experts get gag
order by NDMA
over Joshimath
1 woman dies,
several injured
in stampede
Joshimath (FIB): A
day after ISRO publi-
cised its assessment
that showed Joshimath
sank by 5.4 cm in 12
days, NDMA on Satur-
day issued a gag order
on govt institutions and
officials on sharing
data on social media
and commenting in me-
dia on “their own inter-
pretations” of the land
subsidence episode in
Uttarakhand. The gag
order to 12 govt institu-
tions across came un-
der immediate criti-
cism from Congress
with its President Mal-
likarjun Kharge asking
PM Modi “not to shoot
messenger”.
First India Bureau
Cuttak: At least one
womanwaskilledand20
otherswereinjured,four
of them seriously
, in a
stampede in Odisha’s
Cuttack on Saturday
, po-
lice said. The incident
took place as a large
number of people con-
gregated on Badamba-
Gopinathpur bridge on
occasionof MakarMela.
CM Naveen Patnaik ex-
pressed grief over inci-
dent and announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh for
next of kin of deceased.
JOY-PUR
SANKRANTI!
Makar Sankranti is celebrated all over India but it has a special place in Jaipur’s festival calendar as it is one of the
biggest festivals here. The festivities enjoyment from dawn to dusk were captured by First India lensmen on Saturday.
Photojournalist Santosh Sharma took the glimpses of the beautiful sky dotted with kites during the daytime, whereas
Photojournalist Sunil Sharma clicked picture of illuminated scenario when several lanterns, fireworks lit-up night sky.
75TH anniversary of the Indian Army
will be celebrated today. Every year on
January 15, India celebrates its Army Day. It
is the day on which Field Marshal Kodandera
M Cariappa (then a Lieutenant General) took
over as 1st Commander-in-Chief of IA from
last British Commander-in-Chief of India.
OUR EDITIONS:
JAIPUR & MUMBAI
www.firstindia.co.in
https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur
twitter.com/thefirstindia
facebook.com/thefirstindia
instagram.com/thefirstindia
INDIAN
ARMY DAY
UNION MINISTER GOYAL MEETS CM GEHLOT
Raj Govt will extend complete cooperation
for all the G-20 meetings, says CM Gehlot
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Union Com-
merce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
met Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot at the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence on Saturday and
discussed about the
meeting of G-20 Group
of Commerce and In-
vestment Ministers to
be held in Jaipur from
August 21 to 25. CM said
that the meet of Group
of Commerce and In-
vestment Ministers of
G-20 is important for
the whole country
.
CM Ashok Gehlot, Piyush Goyal, Kuldeep Ranka, Usha Sharma, Veenu Gupta, Anand Kumar, Gayatri
Rathore and officials in a meeting at CMR on Saturday to discuss about G-20 meeting of Commerce
and Investment Ministers to be held in Jaipur from Aug 21-25. (R) Piyush Goyal greets CM Gehlot.
G-20 meet in Udaipur has been appreciated all over the world. Groups of offi-
cials from other States are continuously coming to Rajasthan to study the
planning of Udaipur G-20 Sherpa meeting so that the G-20 meetings to be held
in the States can be better organized. PM Modi has also praised the Rajasthan govern-
ment for this. —Piyush Goyal, Union Commerce and Industry Minister
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Jaipur:  Hundreds of
birds were injured on
Saturday due to kite
flying. 40 pigeons, 10
eagles and 4 peacocks
were brought to the
Forest Department
camp and 50 pigeons in
Jaipur zoo camp. 145
pigeons, 1 pelican, 1
lapwing and 3 black
kites at Camp Hope &
Beyond were brought.
More than 100 injured
birds were also brought
to Masoom Founda-
tion’s camp.
The four-day camp
was set up for the treat-
ment of injured bird
during the festival of
Makar Sankranti.
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Todabhim: On the call
of the Ramnivas Mee-
na, State president of
East Rajasthan Canal
Project Kisan Sang-
harsh Samiti, a Kisan
Mahasabha was organ-
ised on Saturday near
the anicut of Gambhir
river in Bhopur-Baha-
durpur, in which thou-
sands of farmers from
200 villages participat-
ed including a large
number of women.
Supporting the debut
of farmer leader Ram-
niwas Meena and young
farmer leader Ravindra
Meena, the farmers an-
nounced that if the
ERCP is not made a na-
tional project to take
Chambal water to the
fields through canals,
the farmers will shake
the throne of Delhi.
Addressing the
Kisan Mahasabha,
Ramniwas Meena gave
detailed information to
everyone about ERCP
and said that if farm-
ers show solidarity
with full force like this,
the government will
have to declare ERCP
as a national project.
He said that there is no
caste and no religion of
the farmer. The farmer
works hard day and
night to feed the coun-
try. He said that farm-
ers have to recognise
their strength.
Ramnivas calls Kisan Mahasabha, thousands attend
DEMAND TO MAKE ERCP NAT’L PROJECT

‘If the ERCP is
not made a
national project
to take Chambal
water to the
fields through
canals, the
farmers will
shake the throne
of Delhi’
MYRIAD OF KITES FILL HUES IN CITY SKYSCAPE
Thousands of devotees across State also offered prayers to the Sun on Makar Sankranti which marks the end of the winter solstice
Jaipur (PTI): Colour-
ful kites of various
shapes and sizes dotted
the skyline of Jaipur
on Saturday as people
took a holy dip in the
Pushkar lake and of-
fered prayers to the
Sun on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti.
People took a holy
dip in the Galta Teerth
in Jaipur and Pushkar
lake in Ajmer and of-
fered prayers.
Devotees also offered
prayers to the Sun on
Makar sankranti
which marks the end
of the winter solstice.
Youths and children
enjoyed kite flying to
mark the festival. Kites
of different sizes,
shapes and designs dot-
ted the skyline of the
pink city.
Usman Khan, a kite
shop owner said kites
were little costlier as
compared to last year
but the sale was not af-
fected. He said sky lan-
tern and small hot air
balloons made of pa-
per were also in de-
mand this year.
FRENCH AMBASSADOR TAKES TO JAL
MAHAL TO FLY KITES ON SANKRANTI
2 DIE, OVER 100
INJURED WHILE
FLYING KITES
Jaipur: During the kite festival on the sail of the Jal Mahal,
French Ambassador to India Emmanuel Lenin flew two
kites and looked very excited. He said that he is highly
influenced by the art culture of Rajasthan and Jaipur.
Domestic and foreign tourists were welcomed in the tradi-
tional way by applying Tilak in the Kite Festival organised
by the Rajasthan Tourism Department. The foreign tourists
relished sesame ladoos and lentil dumplings with a sip of
tea and flew kites to their heart’s content. Pepe Khan and
his group recited Kesariya Balam and the artists of Bassi
presented Kachhi Ghodi dance while Kalbelia artists also
performed. A 40-feet-long nylon tylobite kite from Canada,
which cost around Rs 40,000, was the centre of special
attraction among the tourists. —Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur: Two people died
while 21 people fell
from the roof during kite
flying. Total 106 people
were injured of which
85 were injured due to
manjha. A 15-year-old
boy was electrocuted
while chasing a kite
in VKI road area while
25-year-old youth died
falling from roof in
Vasundhara Colony.
Manjha hurts hundreds
of birds on Sankranti
Minor girl raped
by stepfather for
six years in city,
case registered
Rescued leopard cub
to be released into wild
First India Bureau
Jaipur: A minor girl
was allegedly raped for
six years by her stepfa-
ther in the Harmada
area, police said. Police
informed the victim’s
mother had a second
marriage after getting
divorced.
“A few days back, the
accused tried to harass
the victim’s mother
while she was ill. On
seeing this, the victim
shouted at the accused
and revealed to her
mother that she was be-
ing raped by the stepfa-
ther for the past six
years,” police said.
A case has been regis-
tered under provisions
of the POCSO Act.
Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur: Four-and-a-half-
month-old female leop-
ard cub ‘Radha’ may be
the first lucky leopard to
be reintroduced in the
wild. Nahargarh Biolog-
icalParkadministration
haswrittentothehigher
officials of the depart-
ment that Radha should
besenttothewildsothat
it gets its natural habitat
and does not have to
spend its life in any en-
closure of the park.
On Sept 5, range offic-
er Vikram Meena res-
cued Radha from Bisori
village in Karauli and
brought to Nahargarh
Rescue Centre. The fe-
male cub was kept in the
Neo Care Center under
the supervision of sen-
ior veterinarian Dr
Arvind Mathur.
Over 51 lakh tourists visit State in nine
mths, Jaipur witnesses highest footfall
Barmer: Elderly man dies
post 18-day voluntary fast
Nirmal Tiwari
Jaipur: The last nine
months have been a
boon to the tourism in-
dustry in the state. A
total of more than 51
lakh tourists, includ-
ing more than 1.25 lakh
foreign tourists visited
the state. About 85 per
cent tourists from the
State reached the capi-
tal Jaipur, while only 15
per cent tourists visit-
ed the monuments out-
side Jaipur.
A total of 49 lakh
35,743 domestic and 1
lakh 64,980 foreign tour-
ists arrived here. The
Archaeological and Mu-
seum Department
earned a revenue of
over Rs 31 crore 64 lakh
from the tourists. The
state registered an in-
creased tourist footfall
from October.
Out of the tourists
who visited the monu-
ments of the state,
about 85 per cent i.e. 43
lakh 47,744 tourists vis-
ited the monuments in
Jaipur alone while 7
lakh 52,979 tourists vis-
ited monuments across
the rest of Rajasthan. It
also shows that monu-
ments outside Jaipur
need wide publicity
.
Mukesh Mathrani
Barmer: A 83-years-old
man died here after vol-
untarily fasting for
around eighteen days.
Locals said that he was
following a religious
ritual called ‘Santhara’.
In Jain community
‘Santhara’, is a reli-
gious practice of volun-
tarily fasting to death
by gradually reducing
the intake of food and
liquids. Whenever any-
body takes Santhara he
is glorified, lauded and
honoured at communi-
ty meetings by the reli-
gious elders.
In Barmer, the man
whotook‘Santhara’was
Pukhraj Sankhalecha, a
resident of Jasol town
in Barmer. He died early
Saturday morning.
Not only had this,
Pukhraj Sankhalecha’s
wife Gulabi Devi also
announced to take San-
thara and she has been
fasting since January
6. Locals said that it is
for the first time when
this couple is jointly
taking Santhara.
According to the in-
formation on December
7, Pukhraj Sankhalecha
had undergone a heart
problem. Soon after get-
ting discharged from
hospital on December
16, Sankhalecha decid-
ed to take Santhara.
Amer, Hawa Mahal, Jantar Mantar saw more tourists than the rest of the monuments in Rajasthan.
French Ambassador Emmanuel Lenin and others pose in front
of a giant kite at Jal Mahal on Saturday.
Malviya Nagar MLA Kalicharan Saraf, Councillor Himanshu Jain,
Mamta Mahawar, senior BJP workers Natwar Kumawat, Dhanraj
Mahawar, Mohit, Sunil Kumawat and others fly kites on Sankranti.
BJP chief Satish Poonia while
flying kite said that BJP’s kite
will gain height in 2023.
RAJSICO chairman Rajiv Arora along with his family flies kite at
his ancestral residence in Chandpole.
Devotees offer water to sun on Makar Sankranti in Pushkar.
A rescued Indian Myna.
Raksha Camp rescues 230 birds at Malviya Nagar Bird Shelter.
Thousands of kites dot the sky on Makar Sankranti in Jaipur on Saturday.
City residents pose for picture while flying kites on Sankranti. —PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA
Deceased Pukhraj Sankhalecha and his wife Gulabi Devi, who
continues to be on voluntary fast, in Barmer.
Farmer leader Ramnivas Meena addresses farmers from over 200 villages in Karauli on Saturday.
12,14,000
IN AMER
9,55,000
IN HAWA MAHAL
7,87,000
IN JANTAR MANTAR
6,99,000
IN NAHARGARH
6,33,000
IN ALBERT HALL
TOURIST FOOTFALL
IN JAIPUR
His wife also
began fasting
from Jan 6 under
‘Santhara’ ritual of
Jain community
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Cold wave conditions to return from today
Jaipur (PTI): Cold
wave conditions pre-
vailed in Rajasthan
with Fatehpur record-
ing the lowest mini-
mum temperature at
minus 3.5 degree Celsi-
us, officials said on Sat-
urday
. According to the
Meteorological Depart-
ment, a major drop in
temperature has been
recorded in the state in
the last 24 hours.
On Friday night, the
minimum temperature
in Churu was minus 0.7
degrees while it was 1.1
degrees in Bikaner.
Sangaria recorded a
low of 2.5 degrees, while
it was 2.9 degrees in Pi-
lani, 3.5 degrees in Si-
kar, 3.9 degrees in Jais-
almer and 4.6 degrees in
Sri Ganganagar. Due to
the effect of northern
winds, once again the
minimum temperature
will fall by 3-5 degree.
The intensity of the
cold wave is likely to in-
crease from Sunday.
From January 15 to 17,
there is a strong possi-
bility of an intense cold
wave in most parts of
Bikaner, Jaipur, Ajmer,
Jodhpur and Bharatpur
divisions.
As per MET, a major drop in temperature has been recorded in the state in the last 24 hours
People doing exercise amid dense fog on a cold winter morning at a city park on Saturday.
INTENSE COLD
IN MOST PARTS
TEACHERS’ PAPER LEAK CASE
JDA resumes demolition of illegal
construction in accused’s house
3 vets fell ill as
hunger strike
continues
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The Jaipur De-
velopment Authority
(JDA) took action on
Saturday at the house
of Bhupendra Saran,
the mastermind behind
the paper leak of the
senior teacher recruit-
ment examination.
Saran’s wife Elchi,
after getting out on bail,
also came to see her di-
lapidated house and
pleaded with the offic-
ers to let her inside so
that she could take out
her belongings. After
the action stopped late
on Friday evening, the
team reached the spot
back at 7 am on Satur-
day
. JDA’s Enforcement
Wing Chief Raghuveer
Saini said that as per
the order given by the
court, they will break
the illegal part.
15 feet in the front
area is illegal, while 8.3
feet in the back. He said
that in the operation
which lasted for 11
hours, about 90% of the
illegal construction
was demolished. The
team will once again
reach the spot on Sun-
day morning and the
remaining illegal por-
tion will be demolished.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Three veteri-
narians were admitted
to SMS Hospital on Sat-
urday after their health
conditions deteriorat-
ed. The veterinarians
are on an indefinite
hunger strike for the
past few days over the
fulfilmentof an11-point
charter of demands.
Veterinary doctors Dr
Shashikant Sharma, Dr
Lokesh Chaudhary and
Dr Ramesh Sharma
were admitted to the
hospital. The veteri-
narians informed that
till their demands are
not met, the indefinite
hunger strike will be
continued.
A bulldozer in action at the house of accused Bhupendra Saran.
CM approves over
`200 cr for new admin
offices & police stations
Four miscreants held for
kidnapping & demanding
ransom of `50 lakh
Senior RSS functionary
Hastimal Hiran passes
away at 77 in Udaipur
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, on Sat-
urday, released Rs
176.11 crore for the con-
struction of offices for
district SP and circle
officers, new police sta-
tions and outposts and
Rs 25.37 crore for the
construction of admin-
istrative buildings of
Police Line Sirohi,
Sixth Battalion RAC
Dholpur and Mewar
Bhil Corps, Khairwara.
According to the pro-
posal, Rs 99.72 crore has
been approved for the
construction of 26 new
police stations and 3 cy-
ber stations, Rs 13.15
crore for the construc-
tion of 16 police posts,
Rs 55.02 crore for the
renovation and recon-
struction of 16 police
stations and 8.20 crore
rupees for 9 newly cre-
ated SP range offices
and circle offices.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Four miscre-
ants have been arrested
by Shipra Path Thana
Police for allegedly kid-
napping a hotel busi-
nessman and demand-
ing a ransom of Rs. 50
lakhs. Police informed
the victim, Ajay Mangal
(58), was kidnapped on
January 10 from the
Mansarovar area.
“The accused, identi-
fied as Suman Meena
(27), Munesh Kumar
Meena (25), Nitesh
Meena (25) & Mahesh
Sharma (19), posed as
policemen and kid-
napped the victim”, the
police said adding that
the two country-made
weapons, a police uni-
form, Rs. 24 lakhs cash
and 3 cartridges have
also been recovered
from their possession.
Aishwary Pradhan
Udaipur: Senior RSS
functionary Hastimal
Hiran passed away at
77 on Saturday. Hasti-
mal Hiran was unwell
for quite some time and
breathed last at Sangh
Office Keshav Nikunj
in Udaipur.
As per his pledge, his
body will be taken to
Rabindra Nath Tagore
Medical College,
Udaipur for body dona-
tion. Hastimal was born
in Amet town located
on the south bank of
the Chandrabhaga Riv-
er in the Rajsamand dis-
trict. He was an out-
standing student.
Hiran joined RSS at a
very young age and
served in different posi-
tions in Rajasthan. Lat-
er, he was also part of
the National Executive
of the RSS.
All four accused in custody.
—PHOTO
BY
SANTOSH
SHARMA
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Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh
Dedicated ‘Shaurya Sthal’ in Dehradun
Cantonment to the Armed Forces and
paid tributes to the fallen soldiers,
who sacrificed their lives in service to
the nation.
Kiren Rijiju
@KirenRijiju
India’s culture is so vibrant, colourful
and rooted in rich tradition. Warm
greetings and best wishes on the
auspicious occasion of Makar
Sankranti, Pongal, Bhogi, Magh
Bihu and Uttarayan. May all these
harvest festivals bring prosperity and
happiness in everyone’s life.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Don’t you know that you
yourselves are God’s
temple and that God’s
Spirit dwells in your
midst?
—Bible
IN-DEPTH
INDIA’S INITIATIVE
TO CONSOLIDATE
ITS POSITION AS
WORLD LEADER
ndia is consolidating
its position as world
leader by being the
Voice of Global
South, which com-
prises Africa, Latin America,
the Caribbean, Pacific islands
and Asia minus South Korea,
Japan and Israel. The term glob-
al South has replaced the earlier
term of the third world used for
countries with low per capita
income and high unemploy-
ment. The term, however, does
not refer to geographical area
although most of these areas are
located in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Instead, it is used in eco-
nomic terms.
As a leadership initiative for
Global South, India recently
hosted a video summit at which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pointed to the crisis facing the
world and assured the member
countries that their voice “is In-
dia’s voice”. In his long-term
aim of acting as a bridge be-
tween the developing and devel-
oped world, the PM gave a man-
tra for “re-energising the world”
with a call for them to sit togeth-
er for a “global agenda of Re-
spond, Recognise, Respect and
Reform”.
TOP TWEETS
I
he issue of hate
speech, which is
targeted mostly
against minority
communities but
is also made against those
from the majority
, keeps crop-
ping up every now and then
because of inaction against
perpetrators. This is what
drove the Supreme Court to
ask the government why no
arrestswerenotmadeagainst
the Delhi hate speech case of
2021. The court called hate
speeches a menace and held
the Centre responsible for not
acting promptly
. The Centre
clarified that comprehensive
changes were being planned
in the criminal law for speedy
justice to all. In the case of Ut-
tar Pradesh, the data provid-
ed by the state showed a 400
percent increase in hate-
speech related crimes with
581 cases being registered in
2021-22, the bench voiced con-
cern at the sharp rise over the
147casesregisteredin2020-21.
Hate speeches disturb
communal harmony and
pose a threat to life and prop-
erty and must be avoided
during the nation’s “Amrit
Kaal” in the countdown to
100 years of Independence. In
its 75th year of Independence
Indian democracy and socie-
ty are expected to have grown
more mature and risen above
narrow ideas that may con-
strict development. An all-
round progress requires
every section of society co-
exists harmoniously
.
The amendments being
planned by the government
for expeditious action
against those spreading hate
through provocative speech-
es would hopefully be effec-
tive. To ensure that the gov-
ernment has invited sugges-
tions from all states and Un-
ion territories, both Houses
of Parliament, the Chief
Justice of India and chief
justices of all high courts,
judicial academics, and na-
tional law universities.
SC CONCERN OVER
HATE SPEECHES
The issue of hate
speech, which is
targeted mostly against
minority communities
but is also made against
those from the majority,
keeps cropping up every
now and then because of
inaction against perpetrators
T
PAK ARMY IS RULING
NATION FOR MANY YRS
ost countries have armies, but
in Pakistan the Army has a
country
. Had Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and Nawabzada Lia-
quat Ali Khan lived longer the
army may not have played the
role it now plays in running
andruiningPakistan.Inother
words its hardly concealed po-
litical clout has made civilian
governments subservient.
The rot set in with Field Mar-
shal Mohammad Ayub Khan,
who ruled Pakistan for nearly
ten years. Before partition he
was a captain in the British
Indian Army
, posted in Ma-
thura.
The Army has ruled Paki-
stan for nearly forty years. In
1973 almost 90% of the federal
budget was allotted for the
Army
. American aid to Paki-
stan runs into hundreds of
millionUSDollars.Thereisno
accountability
. Today Paki-
stanisfacingbankruptcy
,hun-
ger, wide spread corruption
and unemployment. Imran
Khan has reduced law and or-
der to a specular farce.
TheUSA,whichatonetime
was chronically pro-Pakistan
is less enthusiastic. The only
country that has been a long
standing friend of Pakistan is
the Peoples Republic of Chi-
na, however it keeps a close
eye on Pakistani terrorists
and rabid Islamists. The CIA
too is active. ISI and CIA work
together.
Pakistan can no longer de-
pendent on the Islamic world.
But it is not looking to India,
which is going from strength
tostrength.InfouryearsIndia
will be the third largest econo-
my in the world. Even today it
is the fifth largest economy
.
Pakistan is the creation of
oneman-MAJinnah.Tosome
extent he was the creation of
Congress. For a long time he
was ignored by it. Then pam-
pered by Gandhiji. Being a
brilliant lawyer, with a razor
sharp mind he read the Hindu
mind set better than the Con-
gress understood the Muslim
mind. Gandhiji called him
Quaid-i-Azam. For Jinnah it
was always Mr Gandhi.
Jinnah made one secular
speech between 1935 and 1947.
On 11 August 1947 Pakistan’s
Constituent Assembly met in
Karachi for the first time and
unanimously elected Jinnah
to preside. He made an amaz-
ing speech. Totally out of
character:
“Youarefree;youarefreeto
go to your temples, you are
free to go to your mosques or
to any other place of worship
in the state of Pakistan… you
may belong to any religion or
caste or creed- that has noth-
ing to do with the business of
the state…. We are starting in
the days when there is no dis-
crimination, no distinction
between one community and
another,nodiscriminationbe-
tween caste and creed. We are
starting with this fundamen-
tal principle that we are all
citizen and equal citizens of
oneState…..Ithinkweshould
keep in front of us as our ideal
and you will find that in the
course of time Hindus would
cease to be Hindus and Mus-
lims would cease to be Mus-
lims,notinthereligioussense,
because that is the personal
faith of each individual…..”
During my two years in Pa-
kistanasHeadof Mission,not
once did I hear any citizen of
Pakistan or any newspaper
refer to this speech. I very
much doubt if President Zia-
ul- Haq ever read it. Except for
the Holy Quran he read no
other book, as far as I know. In
passingImightaddthat,when
it came to good manners, I
would bracket his name with
Chou-En-Lai.
The post of the Governor
has lost its sheen. The un-
seemlyscenesinThiruvanan-
thapuram, Chennai and New
Delhi are nothing to be proud
of. The job of the Governor
entails fact and understand-
ing.IttakesamanfromMaha-
rashtra to become familiar
with temperament of a politi-
cian.ShriRaviinChennaihas
put his foot in his mouth. The
first act of a Governor must
be to be on good terms with
the Chief Minister. If he is
older than the Chief Minister
he should in an unobtrusive
manneradvicetheChief Min-
ister, even gently guide him.
This can only happen if the
luminaries avoid reading on
each other’s toes. Shri Ravi
flouted well established
norms. He edited the text of
the speech sent to him after
being approved by the Cabi-
net. He even avoided calling
the state Tamil Nadu.
Jairam: Genuine
wordsmith in Congress
I know Jairam Ramesh well.
With Mani Shankar Aiyar out
of favour Jairam is the only
genuine wordsmith in the
Congress Party
. The phrase
“BharatJodoYatra”ishisgift.
Now he has come up with
“Hath Se Hath Jodo Yatra.”
Rahul Gandhi’s letter too has
Jairam literary touch. Con-
gratulations, Jagat Guru.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
M
I know Jairam Ramesh
well. With Mani Shankar
Aiyar out of favour
Jairam is the only genuine
wordsmith in the Congress
Party. The phrase “Bharat
Jodo Yarta” is his gift. Now
he has come up with “Hath
Se Hath Jodo Yatra.”
Rahul Gandhi’s letter
too has Jairam literary
touch. Congratulations,
Jagat Guru
Pakistan is the creation of one man - MA
Jinnah. To some extent he was the creation of
Congress. For a long time he was ignored by it.
Then pampered by Gandhiji. Being a brilliant lawyer,
with a razor sharp mind he read the Hindu mindset
better than the Congress understood the Muslim mind
K NATWAR SINGH
The author is Former Minister
of External Affairs of India
 


	5. To Receive Free  Newspaper
PDF Daily
Whatsapp:
http://bit.ly/whatsappjpr
Telegram:
https://t.me/firstindiajaipur
Click the above link☝ & subscribe us on your
preferred platform.
 


	6. INDIA
JAIPUR | SUNDAY,  JANUARY 15, 2023
05
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Former
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sunil Aro-
ra reached Sharad Ya-
dav’s residence in Meh-
rauli to pay his tribute
and offer his condolenc-
es to the family
. Sunil
AroraandSharadYadav
shared a close rapport
andthelateleader’swife
Rekha Yadav remem-
bered that her husband
always used to speak
very highly of Arora.
Arora also spoke to Ya-
dav’s daughter Sub-
hashini Raj Rao and son
Shantnu and shared his
memories of their be-
loved father with them.
Later speaking to
Bharat24 news channel,
Arora said, “He was an
organisation in himself.
He was much more than
anormalhumanbeing.I
would say he was an in-
stitution. I had the op-
portunity of working
with as his joint secre-
tary him when he was
minister of civil avia-
tion, and as the CMD of
thethenIndianAirlines.
We had shared valued
relations. He always
guided us. His life was
valuedriven.Hewasone
of the most patriotic po-
litical leaders I have met
in my life. I never had
any political relation
with him, neither I am a
politician.Withhispass-
ing away there has be-
come a big vacuum in
Indiaandhisagewasnot
very old to go. Leaders
like him are not made
everyday
.Hewaselected
toLokSabhaseventimes
and four times to the Ra-
jya Sabha. Even a civil
servantdoesn’thavethis
long career.”
Former CEC says
ex-Union Minister
was an organisation
in himself
Ahmedabad (ANI):
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
offered prayers at Shree
Jagannath Temple in
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad
on the occasion of Ma-
kar Sankranti.
Afterofferingprayers
Shah also fed the temple
elephants and later
went for the kite flying
festival at Vejalpur.
A prominent festival
on the Indian calendar,
devotees make offer-
ings to the Hindu deity
Surya on Makar Sank-
ranti. The day marks
the first day of the sun’s
transit into the Makara,
marking the end of the
winter solstice and the
start of longer days.
Observed on January
14 every year, the festi-
val is known by various
names in different parts
of the country such as
Pongal, Bihu, and
Maghi. Devotees in sev-
eral parts of the coun-
try performed rituals at
different ghats. In Guja-
rat, the festival is cele-
brated as Uttarayan.
Amit Shah celebrates Uttarayan
by offering prayer in Ahmedabad
After offering prayers, Union Home Minister feeds temple’s cows and elephants
Union Home Minister Amit Shah with his wife Sonal Shah during their visit to Lord Jagannath Temple
on Makar Sankranti, in Ahmedabad on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
gress leaders expressed
shock and sadness over
the sudden
demise of
party’s Ja-
landhar MP
Santokh
Chaud-
hary during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra on Saturday
.
The party suspended
the yatra for 24 hours as
a mark of respect for
the departed leader.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
said Chaudhary’s pass-
ing away is a great blow
to the organisation.
“Deeply shocked and
saddened to learn about
the untimely passing
away of our MP, Shri
Santokh Singh Chaud-
hary. His loss is a great
blow to the party and
organisation. In this
hour of grief, my heart
goes out to his family,
friends and followers.
May his soul rest in
peace,” Kharge said on
Twitter.
The 76-year-old died
Saturday morning after
suffering a cardiac ar-
rest during the march in
Phillaur in Jalandhar.
Former Congress
president Rahul Gan-
dhi tweeted pictures of
Santokh Singh Chaud-
hary walking with him
during the yatra Satur-
day morning.
Cong leaders condole MP
Chaudhary’s sudden death
New Delhi (PTI): A
CBI team descended on
the office of Delhi Dep-
uty Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Sat-
urday to seek some re-
cords related to the
Delhi Excise policy
case, according to agen-
cy officials.
While city govern-
ment sources said that
the CBI team was con-
ducting “searches” at
Sisodia’s office at Delhi
Secretariat, agency of-
ficials maintained that
the CBI “visited” the
premises to collect doc-
uments and no “raid or
search” was being car-
ried out.
Taking to Twitter,
Sisodia claimed the
agency did not find any-
thing against him dur-
ing previous raids and
this time too it will be
the same as he has done
nothing wrong.
“The CBI has again
reached my office today
.
They are welcome.”
“They conducted
raids at my house,
searched the locker,
made enquiries in my
village. Nothing was
found then and noth-
ing will be found now
because I have done
no wrong. Have
worked honestly for
the education of Del-
hi's children,” Siso-
dia said.
CBI at office of Manish
Sisodia; he says they
won’t find anything
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia.  —FILE PHOTO
EXCISE POLICY CASE
Hubballi (Agencies):
The garland gifted to
PM Narendra Modi by a
minor boy during his
recent road show here
has been sent to the Fo-
rensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) for testing,
police said on Saturday
.
As per sources, the
garland was subjected
to detailed analysis at
the FSL to ensure that it
did not contain any
harmful chemical and
poisonous substances.
However, the tests
have confirmed the ab-
sence of harmful or
suspicious substances
in it. A report in this re-
gard has been submit-
ted to the state police
department and the
Special Protection
Group (SPG).
The boy, Kunal Dhon-
gadi, had breached se-
curity to garland the
PM. Later, he had de-
scribed PM Modi as
god. “He is not an ordi-
nary human being. I am
his fan and want to
meet him” he said.
Garland gifted to PM by minor in K’taka sent for FSL test
Chennai (ANI): A
member of Tamil Na-
du’s ruling DMK party
has been suspended for
publicly abusing and
threatening Governor
RN Ravi amid an ongo-
ing row between the two
sides that spiked this
week over a speech in
the assembly
. Speaking
at a party gathering,
Shivaji Krishnamoor-
thy had attacked the for
skipping parts of the
speech, written for him
by the state government
as is custom, and
dropped references to
leaders like BR Ambed-
kar and Periyar.
DMK leader suspended
over abusive speech
against Tamil Nadu Guv
MDM scheme in WB
under GoI’s scanner
Kolkata (Agencies):
After the Prime Minis-
terAwasYojana(PMAY),
the implementation of
the Mid-Day Meal
(MDM) scheme in the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) ruled West Ben-
gal has come under the
scanner of the Central
government. A field in-
spection team from the
Union Education Minis-
try will be arriving in
the state to review the
implementation of the
MDM scheme.
A communication
from the Ministry has
already been forwarded
to the state secretariat
on this count, where all
cooperation from the
district administration
for facilitating the field
inspection process has
been solicited.
Washington (PTI):
Indian-American
Congressman Ro
Khanna has said
that he is weighing a
Senate bid in Cali-
fornia, sparking
speculation among
Democrats in sever-
al key US states that
he may be eyeing to
run for the White
House in the future,
accordingtoamedia
report. Those close
toKhanna,46,sayhe
is keeping his op-
tions open ahead of
a potential presiden-
tial run in 2028 or
beyond. But others
in his orbit are talk-
ing about an even
more compressed
timeline: running in
2024 if President Joe
Biden, 80, decided
not to, according to
Politico, a political
newspapercompany
based in Arlington
County in the US.
Is Indian-US
Ro Khanna
eyeing White
House bid
Ro Khanna
SHAH IN T’GANA
ON JAN 28 FOR
BJP’S LOK SABHA
PRAVAS CAMPAIGN
New Delhi: To improve the
party’s performance in weak
constituencies for the 2024
general elections, Union
Home Minister and BJP
leader Amit Shah will embark
on a visit to Telangana on
January 28 under the party’s
Lok Sabha Pravas campaign.
Amit Shah will hold a meet-
ing with the office bearers of
the BJP during his visit, he
will meet the party leaders
and give guidelines to the
party regarding the prepara-
tions for the elections. Before
Shah’s visit, there will be
public meetings of Telangana
CM and BRS president K
Chandrashekar Rao and PM
Narendra Modi, over a gap of
two days, in the state.
The minor boy, Kunal Dhongadi, had breached security to garland
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  —FILE PHOTO
TN CM Stalin had accused
the Governor of “delivering a
speech that was extempore and
deviated from approved text.”
 —FILE PHOTO
Dharmendra Pradhan
Former Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora with Sharad Yadav’s son Shantanu.
KARNATAKA MINISTER  BJP
MLA ENGAGE IN WAR OF WORDS
Bengaluru: Two senior leaders of the ruling BJP in Kar-
nataka, a minister and another an MLA have indulged
in a war of words by trading
charges against each other.
BJP Minister Murugesh R
Nirani on Saturday warned
party MLA Basanagouda
Patil Yatnal that his tongue
will be cut if he continues to talk “senselessly”. Earlier,
MLA Basanagouda Patil had called Minister Nirani a
pimp while talking about reservation quota.
New Delhi: A delega-
tion of Parliament led
by Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla will visit
Kenya and
Tanzania
from Jan-
uary 16 to
21. The
d e l e g a -
tion in-
cludes MP Chirag Pas-
wan, Manoj Kishorbhai
Kotak, and S Phangnon
Konyak. Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal
Kumar Singh and Joint
Secretary Dr Ajay Ku-
mar will also be part of
delegation.
Delegation led by
Om Birla to visit
Kenya  Tanzania
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi pays floral tribute to the mortal
remains of the party MP Santokh Chaudhary.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Former Union Minister Sharad Yadav cremated in MP village
First India Bureau
Bhopal:Veteransocialist
leaderandformerJanata
Dal (U) president Sharad
Yadavwascrematedwith
full state honours on Sat-
urday at his ancestral vil-
lageinMadhyaPradesh's
Narmadapuram district.
Yadav's mortal remains
were brought to Bhopal
on Saturday
. Madhya
Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan was
also present at the air-
port to receive the mor-
tal remains of the So-
cialist leader.
An outstanding lead-
er, who could still have
given a lot to this na-
tion, left us. On the be-
half of the people of
Madhya Pradesh, I am
here to offer him my last
respects. May his soul
rest in peace and may
God give strength to his
family, supporters and
loved ones in this hour
of grief, CM Chouhan
told mediapersons at
Bhopal airport.
Former MP CM Dig-
vijay Singh, all promi-
nent leaders from all
political parties attend-
ed Yadav's cremation.
State honour was given
to the deceased leader
Sharad Yadav. Nitish
Kumar and Madhya
Pradesh socialist leader
and Sharad Yadav's
close associate Raghu
Thakur didn't attend
the cremation.
Yadav had breathed
his last on Thursday
(January 12) at the For-
tis Hospital in Guru-
gram where he was
rushed after collapsing
at his Delhi residence.
In a political career
spanning nearly five
decades, Sharad Yadav
servedasaUnionMinis-
ter, convenor of the Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance and the president
of Janata Dal-United.
He was a prominent
leader from the socialist
block in parallel with
other socialist leaders
like the late Mulayam
Singh Yadav and George
Fernandes. Sharad Ya-
dav's political career
was at its peak during
the anti-Congress move-
ment in the 1970s.
It was his Lok Sabha
bypoll win from Jabal-
pur in 1974 as the Oppo-
sition candidate against
the Congress, which
boosted the political
fight against then PM
Indira Gandhi.
Mortal remains of former Union Minister Sharad Yadav are
brought to Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh on Saturday.
Sharad Yadav was one of the most patriotic leaders: Sunil Arora
END OF AN ERA
 


	7. Srinagar (PTI): An
avalanche  hit a village
in Gurez sector of Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora district on Satur-
day, but there was no
loss of life or damage to
property, officials said,
An avalanche warn-
ing has been issued for
12 districts including
Bandipora after moder-
ate to heavy snowfall a
day before, they said.
The avalanche hit Ju-
rniyal village of Gurez
this afternoon but there
was no damage.
The SDMA on Satur-
day issued a ‘high dan-
ger’ avalanche warning
for Kupwara district of
north Kashmir and a
‘medium danger’ warn-
ing for Bandipora, Bara-
mulla,Doda,Ganderbal,
Kishtwar, Poonch, Ram-
ban and Reasi districts.
“Avalanche with high
danger level is likely to
occur above 2,000 me-
tres of Kupwara dis-
trict in the next 24
hours. Avalanche with
medium danger level is
likely to occur above
2,000 metres over Ban-
dipora, Baramulla,
Doda, Ganderbal, Kisht-
war, Poonch, Ramban
and Reasi districts in
the next 24 hours,”
SDMA officials said.
They said avalanche
with a low danger level
is likely to occur above
2,000 metres over
Anantnag, Kulgam, and
Rajouri districts in the
next 24 hours.
INDIA
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New Delhi: Union Min-
ister of State (MoS) Dr
Jitendra Singh on Sat-
urday said that Start-
Ups in new emerging
technologies are key to
India’s future economy
.
After launching the
“Geospatial Hack-
athon” this morning
here, Dr Singh said, the
Hackathon will pro-
mote Innovation and
StartUps in India’s Geo-
spatial ecosystem. He
invited the nation’s
youth to participate and
contribute towards the
building of the nation’s
geospatial economy
.
He said, half of our
population is under 40
years of age and are
very aspirational and
that is evident that the
Indian Start-Up econo-
my crossed a major
milestoneasitaddedthe
100th Indian Start-Up to
theUnicornclubin2022.
Dr Singh said, in line
with the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, India is on the
cuspof GeospatialRevo-
lutionandahealthysyn-
ergy among Govern-
ment, Industry and Sci-
entific Community will
tremendously boost up
economic output and
would help India becom-
ing a 10 Trillion Dollar
Economy by 2030.
The MoS appreciated
Ministry of Science and
Technology, Survey of
India, IIIT Hyderabad
and Microsoft India for
planning, participating
and designing the Geo-
spatial Hackathon,
which he said will serve
as a formal Launchpad
to India’s geospatial
strategy and policy
which envisions mak-
ing India a global leader
in the geospatial sector
in times to come.
...Start-Ups are key to India’s future economy
DR JITENDRA SINGH SAYS...
New Delhi (PTI): In-
dian armed forces is
highly professional and
counted among the best
in the world which is a
result of the indomita-
ble courage of the veter-
ans and their sacrifices,
Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande said on Saturday
.
Addressing ex-ser-
vicemen on the seventh
Armed Forces Veterans
Day celebrations here,
he asserted that in-
spired by the contribu-
tions of veterans, all
the three services of the
armed forces are “ready
to face any challenge”
in a formidable manner.
IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari
and Navy Chief Admi-
ral R Hari Kumar
shared the dais with the
Army chief during the
celebrations held at the
Manekshaw Centre
here. A large number of
veterans drawn from
the three wings of the
armed forces had also
gathered at the venue.
“Today, our armed
forces is counted among
the best and highly pro-
fessional forces in the
world. This identity (of
the forces) is a result of
your sacrifices, indomi-
table courage and hard
labour. Inspired by it, all
the three services of the
armed forces, as a for-
midable instrument, is
ready to face any chal-
lenge,” Gen Pande said.
The Navy chief, in his
address, said the armed
forces of today is a
product of the efforts,
visionary leadership,
aspirations and selfless
efforts put in by “each
one of our veterans”.
“Itisanhonourforme
to be present here and
interact with you all. To-
dayisalsoanoccasionto
remember and pay hom-
age to our valiant war-
riors who dedicated
theirlivestothenation,”
Admiral Kumar said.
New Delhi (PTI): A
woman, who had ac-
cused her co-passenger
Shankar Mishra of
urinating on her on an
Air India flight, on Sat-
urday rejected the
claims made by him
that she seems to have
urinated on herself, say-
ing these are “complete-
ly false and concocted
and by their very nature
are disparaging and de-
rogatory”. Mishra’s
counsel, while arguing
against a petition seek-
ing revision of an order
passed by a magisterial
court refusing his custo-
dial interrogation, on
Friday claimed that he
did not commit the of-
fence, and that she her-
self urinated. “The al-
legations are complete-
ly false and concocted
and by their very nature
are disparaging and de-
rogatory. The said alle-
gations are also in com-
plete contradiction and
a complete volte face of
the statements,” her
lawyer said.
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): A man was
dragged on a car’s bon-
net in the west Delhi
area, the police said on
Saturday, adding that
they suspect it to be a
road rage incident but
police teams are prob-
ing the incident from
all angles.
Police said that the
accused driver has been
identified and is being
questioned.
A case under Section
279 (rash driving), 323
(punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt), 341
(punishment for wrong-
ful restraint) and 308
(attempt to commit cul-
pable homicide) of the
Indian Penal Code has
been registered, said a
senior police officer.
The video of the inci-
dent was also doing
rounds on social me-
dia. In the video, a man
is seen on the bonnet of
a moving white Maruti
Dzire car.
Singhdar (ANI): Sev-
eral houses collapsed at
Singhdhar in the Joshi-
math town of Uttara-
khand in the midnight
hours of January 2 and
3, sources said.
However, no lives
were lost in these inci-
dents, they added. Ac-
cording to sources,
cracks at several houses
and a nearby temple
started widening, to the
point where they even-
tually collapsed.
Harish, a local, said,
“It happened on Janu-
ary 2. It was around 2.30
am when we were sleep-
ing. We heard a noise as
the cracks on the walls
opened up and big
chunks of concrete
started falling off.”
“We were scared and
spent the night under
an open sky. We were
shifted to a government
school nearby the day
after,” he said.
“Manyimportantdoc-
uments and household
items were destroyed.
But thankfully, no lives
werelost.Somehotelsin
Manohar Bagh, too,
have developed big
cracks,” he added.
Another local resi-
dent, Rishi Devi, said
while his residence and
many others had devel-
oped cracks for some
time, the municipality
refused to act saying it
had no order from the
higher authorities.
MoS launches “Geospatial Hackathon”
to promote Innovation and Start-Ups in
India’s Geospatial ecosystem
Union MoS Dr Jitendra Singh at the Geospatial Hackathon.
Man dragged on car’s
bonnet in Delhi for
half-a-kilometre
Joshimath: Houses,
temple collapse in
Singhdhar town
CAR MOWS DOWN
ON-DUTY DELHI COP
New Delhi (PTI): A
59-year-old Delhi Police
sub-inspector was killed
on duty after being al-
legedly hit by a car in the
central part of the city
days before his retirement,
officials said on Saturday.
The incident took place on
Friday around 8.30 pm.
Latoor Singh, who was
posted at Chandni Mahal
police station in central
district, was allegedly hit
by a car between Rajghat
and Shantivan signals on
Ring Road and has died,
said Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (central)
Shweta Chauhan. Accord-
ing to police, Singh was
on duty when the incident
happened.
DELHI-NCR LIKELY TO WITNESS COLD
WAVE FROM JAN 16-18, SAYS IMD
New Delhi (PTI): Several places in Delhi and
the National Capital Region (NCR) are likely
witness a cold wave next week with the mini-
mum temperature expected to settle around
3 degree Celsius, the India Meteorological
Department said on Saturday. The minimum
temperature in the national capital on Saturday
settled at 10.2 degrees Celsius, three notches
above the season’s average, it said. A partly
cloudy sky is expected in the city during the
day, they said. The humidity at 8.30 am was
recorded at 88 per cent, the IMD said.
Avalanche hits JK’s Gurez,
luckily no damage reported
On January 2
and 3, our
house as well
as others collapsed. A
nearby temple, too,
collapsed. Both my
sons are jobless now.
—Rishi Devi,
A local resident
Complainant
rejects Mishra’s
claim that she
had urinated
Indian armed forces counted
among best, says Gen Pande
Army Chief lauds the indomitable courage of armed forces veterans and their sacrifices
Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari, Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar, Chief of the Army Staff General
Manoj Pande, the Secretary (Ex-Servicemen Welfare) Vijoy Kumar Singh and Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman,
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CISC) Air Marshal BR Krishna and veterans at the event of 7th Armed Forces ‘Veterans’ Day organised, in
New Delhi on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
FORCES VETERANS DAY
CELEBRATED IN CHENNAI
Chennai: Tambaram Air
Force Station celebrated
Armed Forces Veterans Day
here on Saturday with MoS
for Defence Ajay Batt as
chief guest. “The veterans
are our idols and icons.
They should be served,
they should be cared for.
We are here because of
our veterans and they have
sacrificed a lot for this
country,” MoS Bhatt said.
Jammu: Security agencies have
effectively controlled violence
in JK and are giving a befitting
reply to those who are trying
to fulfil their “political goals”
through proxy war. At a Veter-
ans Day rally in Rajouri, General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command, Lt Gen
Upendra Dwivedi said the Army
Welfare Housing Organization
has approved a housing project
for the veterans.
RAJNATH INAUGURATES
SHAURYA STHAL IN U’KHAND
WE CONTROLLED VIOLENCE IN
JK: TOP ARMY COMMANDER
Dehradun: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
inaugurated the Shaurya Sthal, a
war memorial dedicated to mar-
tyred soldiers from Uttarakhand
at Cheer Bagh here. Accompa-
nied by Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami and CDS Gen Anil
Chauhan, the defence minister
laid a wreath at the war memo-
rial to pay tribute to the brave
soldiers of the state martyred in
the service of the nation.
CHILD PRISONERS
STAB SECURITY
STAFF TO DEATH
TIGER CAPTURED
FROM KERALA’S
WAYANAD DISTRICT
Chapra (ANI): The inmates
of a juvenile prison in
Bihar’s Chapra allegedly
stabbed a police security
personnel to death on
Saturday, Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of Saran
Police, Vikas Kumar said.
According to the DIG, these
two juveniles first took
hold of the morning home
guard personnel Chandra
Bhushan Singh and then
stabbed him to death after
allegedly thrashing him
fiercely. “Child prisoners
in a Chapra-based remand
home stabbed Chandra
Bhushan Singh to death
with a knife. When Chandra
Bhushan went to take a
stock of the condition
in the prison room, the
children in remand home
first fiercely thrashed him
and then stabbed him with
a knife,” DIG Vikas Kumar
said. He further said that
two other home guard
police personnel were also
present at the spot.
Wayanad (PTI): The For-
est Department officials
on Saturday captured a
tiger which was suspect-
ed to have attacked and
killed a farmer at Manan-
thavady near here two
days ago. The team found
the big cat in a plantain
farm based on informa-
tion provided by the lo-
cals and tranquilized the
animal after hours long
effort, a senior forest
official said. “The animal
was tranquilized from a
place near Kalpetta. It
has been shifted to Bath-
ery government animal
care hospital to monitor
its health,” the official
told PTI.
DRUG PEDDLER
HELD WITH `1 LAKH
CASH, NARCOTICS
TMC WORKER SLAPS
MAN COMPLAINING
TO MINISTER
Srinagar (ANI): The
Jammu  Kashmir Police
have arrested an alleged
drug peddler in the Kup-
wara district of the valley,
officials said on Saturday.
Officials said that they
had seized 500 grams of
narcotics along with over
Rs one lakh in cash
from the drug peddler
who was arrested from
the Karnah area of
the district. As per a
statement from Kashmir
police, a search opera-
tion was launched based
on specific information
regarding the presence
of narcotics and arms
and ammunition in
the possession of two
brothers Sajid Khan and
Majid Khan of Cheterkote
Karnah. The operation
was accompanied by
local Army unit 6 JAK
RIF and tracker dog
from the 29 Battalion
of the Border Security
Force (BSF).
Kolkata (Agencies): A
man who approached a
West Bengal minister with
complaints about local
civic amenities received a
tight slap from a local Tri-
namool Congress worker
in full public glare in North
24 Parganas district on
Saturday. The state Food
and Supplies Minister,
Rathin Ghosh, was in the
Ichapur-Nilganj area of the
district as part of Trina-
mool’s newly-launched
‘Didir Suraksha Kavach’
exercise, under which
ministers, party MLAs and
MPs are supposed to make
district tours, interact with
people and address their
grievances.
CRUCIAL READ
EX-BANK OFFICIAL HELD FOR TRANSFERRING
`19 CR FROM CLIENTS’ ACCOUNT INTO OWN
New Delhi (PTI): A former assistant vice-president
of a bank was arrested for allegedly transferring
more than Rs 19 crore from the clients’ accounts
into his own fraudulently, police said on Saturday.
The accused has been identified as Nagendra Kumar,
they said. The vigilance department of the bank filed
a complaint stating that Kumar was their employ-
ee and posted at the Barakhamba Road branch, a
senior police officer said.
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CAMPHOR
PURE
APA CAMPHOR offers pure  organic
camphor products like Bhimseni
crystals, camphor cones, camphor
mists, essential oils and more.
These products help in creating a
These products help in creating a
pleasant and positive environment,
eliminating evil eye/ negative vibes,
repelling mosquitoes and reducing
anxiety  stress.
@apacamphor | 7678518246
FESTIVE  CORPORATE GIFTING AVAILABLE
New Delhi (PTI): The
SC on Friday termed as
“absolutely unwarrant-
ed”andagainst“judicial
discipline and proprie-
ty” certain observations
made by the Rajasthan
High Court in its verdict
in a matter in which the
apex court had earlier
confirmed the convic-
tion of an accused in a
murder case.
A bench of Justices M
RShahandSRBhatsaid
it was “not open” for the
high court to make com-
ments on the investiga-
tionormeritsof thecase
whentheconvictionwas
already confirmed by
the apex court after
hearing the counsel for
the accused.
The bench noted the
apex court had earlier
set aside an order com-
muting the death penal-
ty of the accused to life
imprisonment and re-
manded the matter to
the high court to con-
sider the question of
sentence for murder.
It also noted that
thereafter, after consid-
ering the aggravating
and mitigating circum-
stances, the high
court not only com-
muted the death pen-
alty to life imprison-
ment, but made certain
observations in its
judgement, including
the investigation.
“Judicial discipline
requires that once the
conviction was con-
firmed by this court that
too after hearing the ac-
cused, the high court
should not have thereaf-
ter made any comment
on the merits of the
case, more particularly,
when the conviction
was specifically con-
firmed by this court
and the matter was
remitted to the HC only
for the purpose of con-
sidering the sentence .,”
the bench said.
The top court passed
the order on an appeal
filed by the state against
the May 2022 judgement
of the high court which
commuted the death
penalty to life imprison-
ment. The bench noted
that the state is also ag-
grieved by certain ob-
servations made by the
HC in one of the para-
graphs of its verdict. It
also noted the accused
was earlier convicted in
the case and the trial
court had awarded him
death penalty
.
SC terms certain observations
‘absolutelyunwarranted’byHC
Chiranjeevi proving
to be a lifeline in State
Twin brothers cremated
on same pyre in Barmer
Choudhary targets CM Gehlot, says
Cong MLAs are like unbridled bulls
Dara festival held in Tonk to
assess famine and prosperity
First India Bureau
Jodhpur: The Chiran-
jeevi scheme is proving
to be a lifeline for the
people of the state.
Jodhpur’s 4-year-old
Komal will now be able
to hear her mother’s
lullabies. Komal was
treated completely free
of cost for a cochlear
implant costing Rs 8
lakh under Chiranjeevi
Yojana at PBM Hospi-
tal, Bikaner.
Under the guidance
of SP Medical College
Principal Dr. Gunjan
Soni and with the help
of PBM Superinten-
dent Dr. PK Saini, the
team of ENT surgeon
Dr. Gaurav Gupta per-
formed the 150th suc-
cessful cochlear im-
plant. This is another
big achievement of
PBM Hospital. The
ENT department did
the 150th successful
cochlear implant.
First India Bureau
Barmer: Twin broth-
ers residing hundreds
of kilometres apart in
different states, who
died under similar cir-
cumstances, were cre-
mated on same pyre in
Barmer district.
A pall of gloom de-
scended on the Sarnon
Ka Tala village after the
tragic incidents.
Sumer and Sohan, 26,
were cremated on the
same pyre on Thursday
.
Sumer Singh, who
used to work in Surat,
lost his balance and fell
from terrace while he
was talking over phone
on Tuesday. He was
rushed to hospital
where he died during
treatment. On Wednes-
day, his body was
brought to his native
village.
Sohan Singh, who
waspreparingforGrade
II teacher recruitment
exam in Jaipur, was
called home on the pre-
text of his father Babus-
ingh’s ill health.
First India Bureau
Kota: Union Minister
of State for Agriculture
Kailash Choudhary
gave a controversial
statement on Saturday
that the Congress
MLAs are like unbri-
dled bulls.
While talking to the
media in Kota, Choud-
hary said the Congress
MLAs act like the Chief
Ministers of their re-
spective areas. “Ashok
Gehlot is engaged in
saving his government
in Rajasthan,” he said.
Choudhary said that
the govt of Rajasthan is
steeped in corruption.
“Everyday scams and
corruption cases are
coming to the fore. The
matter of mutual disu-
nity in Rajasthan Con-
gress is not ending,” he
said. Choudhary also
accused the Gehlot gov-
ernment of not procur-
ing garlic the way it
should have been and
in the same way, now
does not want to buy
millet.
Lokendra Singh
Tonk: The Dara Festi-
val was organised in
Anwa village of Tonk
District on the occa-
sion of Makar Sank-
ranti on Saturday. The
festival was inaugurat-
ed by BJP leader Prab-
hu Lal Saini and Anwa
Sarpanch Divyansh M
Bhardwaj. The festival
is celebrated with a
ball-shaped pad made
of cloth weighing 80 kg
and it is associated
with the tradition of
famine and prosperity.
People informed that
people from nearby 12
villages participate in
the Mahotsav and
showcase their talent.
If this Dara goes to-
wards Akhaniyan Dar-
waza, then there will
be famine in the state
and if it goes towards
Dooni Darwaza, then
there are signs of pros-
perity.
First India Bureau
Kota: A property deal-
er was injured in the
Dadabadi area of Kota
on Friday night after
being shot by miscre-
ants, police said. Police
informed the victim has
been identified as Yu-
vraj Singh Naruka, a
resident of Kaithuni-
pole in Kota. “The ac-
cused have been identi-
fied as Ranvir Singh,
Ravindra Singh, Ikrar
Singh, and Sujan Singh.
Of these four accused,
Ranvir Singh is a police
constable. Owing to a
property dispute be-
tween Yuvraj Singh and
Ranvir Singh, the mis-
creants opened fire on
the victim and injured
him,” police said.
4-yr-old Komal treated free of
cost for a cochlear implant.
Kailash Choudhary being
welcomed in Kota on Saturday.
Prabhu Lal Saini  Divyansh M Bhardwaj inaugurated the Dara
festival in Anwa village of Tonk on Saturday.
Miscreants open
fire on property
dealer in Kota
The HC commuted
the death penalty to
life imprisonment
and the state
challenged it before
the apex court
Choudhary said, the
Cong MLAs act like
the CMs of their
respective areas
Komal was treated
free of cost for a
cochlear implant
costing `8 lakh
 


	9. Salute to the  Indian Army on
Indian Army Day. We are
proud of our Armed forces
and indebted to them always.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Dausa: Union Minister
of Commerce and In-
dustry Piyush Goyal on
Saturday, offered
prayers at the famous
Mehandipur Balaji
temple in Dausa. Dur-
ing Goyal’s visit, Rajya
Sabha MP Dr Kirori Lal
Meena also paid a cour-
tesy visit to Union Min-
ister Goyal at the tem-
ple dedicated to Lord
Hanuman.
Piyush Goyal also
reached Udaipura Road
of Mehandipur Balaji
and took stock of the
preparations at Shri-
mad Bhagwat Katha
Pandal, scheduled to
begin from January 22
on behalf of Shri Bala-
ji Maharaj Ghata Me-
hendipur Trust.
Secretary of Temple
Trust MK Mathur gave
detailed information
about the temple to the
Union Minister.
Union Min Goyal pays obeisance
at Mehandipur Balaji Temple
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot targeted
Vice- President Jagdeep
Dhankhar over his re-
marks on the judiciary
.
CM Gehlot tweeted that
an unnecessary debate
has started in the coun-
try due to the comments
made by Vice- President
Jagdeep Dhankhar
about the judiciary in
the All India Presiding
Officers’ Conference
held in Jaipur.
“It does not seem ap-
propriate to make such
comments in today’s
times. Judiciary and
Legislature both are
strong pillars of democ-
racy and both are very
important,” he said.
Notably, Vice- Presi-
dent Dhankhar had
said on Wednesday that
it is not good to declare
oneself superior from
judicial platforms and
show off in public and
institutions should
know how to conduct
themselves. Dhankhar
was addressing the in-
augural session of the
All India Presiding Of-
ficers’ Conference in
the Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly.
Suggesting that con-
stitutional institutions
should function within
their limits, the Vice-
President had ques-
tioned whether Parlia-
ment’s right to amend
the Constitution can
depend on any other in-
stitution. He had said
that if any institution
invalidates the law
made by the Parliament
on any ground, then it
will not be good for de-
mocracy, rather it
would be difficult to say
whether we are a demo-
cratic country
.
CM: Futile debate has started
in nation after V-P’s remarks
Notably,V-P
Jagdeep Dhankhar
in his inaugural
address during the
83rd AIPOC in Jaipur
had on Wednesday,
said that it is not
good to declare
oneself superior from
judicial platforms
He also said that it
isn’t apt to show off
in public and the
institutions should
know how to
conduct themselves
He took stock of
preps at Shrimad
Bhagwat Katha
Pandal to begin
from January 23
It does not seem
appropriate to
make such
comments in today’s
times. Judiciary and
Legislature both are the
strong pillars of democ-
racy and both are very
important.
—Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister
First India Bureau
Jodhpur: The newly
appointed nine judges
of the Rajasthan High
Court will take oath on
Monday here. Chief
Justice, Justice Pankaj
Mithal will administer
oath to all newly ap-
pointed judges. The
oath taking programme
will be held in the Court
number 1. All the judg-
es of Jaipur will join
the programme online.
GR Meena  AK Up-
man from Jaipur and
Dr Nupur Bhati from
Jodhpur are from advo-
cate quota. RP Soni, AK
Jain, Y K Purohit, Bhu-
van Goyal, Praveer
Bhatnagar  Ashutosh
Kumar are from judi-
cial officer quota.
Newly appointed 9
Raj HC judges to
take oath on Monday
LATHER TO TAKE OATH ON JANUARY 16
Jaipur: Newly appointed State Information
Commissioner ML Lather, former DGP, will
take oath on January 16 morning. The Oath
taking ceremony will be held at 10:30 am on
Monday in the State Election Commission
office. Chief Information Commissioner DB
Gupta will administer the oath to Lather.
Aditi Nagar
New Delhi: Congress
said on Friday that in
the backdrop of former
Deputy Chief Minister
of Rajasthan Sachin Pi-
lot’s announcement to
start meetings and pub-
lic relations rallies in
the state from January
16, such a solution in
Rajasthan will be
thought of, which will
be beneficial to the or-
ganisationandstrength-
en the party
. Party Gen-
eral Secretary Jairam
Ramesh told reporters
in response to a ques-
tion, “Congress Presi-
dent, our in-charge
Sukhjinder Randhawa
ji and many leaders are
engagedinfindingsome
solution. The unity
, dis-
cipline and solidarity
that we have seen in the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in
Rajasthan, I am sure
that some way or the
other will be found,
which will be beneficial
for the organisation.
The path that Kharge ji,
Randhawa ji and all
other leaders will find
will strengthen the Con-
gress. People will come,
people will go. Rahul ji
has clearly said, both
the persons are valuable
for our party. I cannot
say anything more than
this.”
Jairam Ramesh vouches for ‘middle-
path’ to strengthen organisation
V-P Jagdeep Dhankhar CM Ashok Gehlot
Piyush Goyal offers prayers at the famous Mehandipur Balaji
Temple in Dausa on Saturday.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Scholarship
will be given by the
State govt to students of
Mirasi  Bhishti com-
munity
. CM Gehlot has
approved draft of ‘Post
Matric Scholarship
Scheme’ for community
.
Now, youth of commu-
nity will be able to real-
ise their dreams by ac-
quiring education. 2,000
students from class 11
to PG will be given
scholarship ranging
from Rs 5,000 to 20,000
per academic session.
First India Bureau
Jaipur: The transfers
of govt employees will
be banned from today.
According to officials,
due to the Assembly
session from Jan 23,
Administrative Re-
forms Dept has issued
an order and the ban
will likely be lifted after
the session ends. The
ban will apply to em-
ployees of state service,
while the Education
Dept is authorised to
transfer teachers.
CM’s nod to
grant for Mirasi,
Bhisti students
Govt bans
transfers from
today
This year, the budget of Bihar can prove
to be the last budget of Nitish Kumar as
CM. After this he can
become active in Delhi
politics  can declare
RJD leader and Dy CM
Tejashwi Yadav as his
successor. So, Nitish
has decided that ‘in
his last budget, he will
come up with a big
welfare scheme for poor people. It is said
that this ‘Revdi scheme’ of Nitish will cost
the state exchequer Rs 8,000- 10,000 cr.
So, Tejashwi has urged Nitish that ‘in view
of the financial condition of the state, he
should not take such a big decision which
would be difficult to compensate’. Word is
that Tejashwi has urged Nitish that ‘before
going to Delhi, he should just present the
interim budget. So, should this be taken as
an order from the future Chief Minister?
Mirch Masala
FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL
BY TRIDIB RAMAN
The author is a journalist and political
commentator and views expressed are his personal
...AND FINALLY
Sources say that both
Rahul and Priyanka
want to contest the CWC
elections this time. The
session of AICC will be
convened at the end of
February in Raipur, the
capital of Chhattisgarh,
in which elections are to
be held for the Congress
Working Committee. It
should be noted that
the Congress Working
Committee consists of
25 members includ-
ing the President. 12
members are nominated
by the party president,
while the remaining 12
members are elected by
AICC members through
voting. AICC currently
has 1450 members. Now
there is a discussion
going on in the Congress
party that ‘if both Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra contest the
election and one of them
gets less votes, it will
be a loss for the party.’
Therefore, it is being
mulled upon that Gandhi
should be nominated
and elections should be
held among the rest of
the former presidents.
Rahul Gandhi’s security incharge PK
Baiju decides who will be seen walking
with him in Bharat Jodo Yatra. So, this
time when Rahul’s Yatra
reached Punjab, Sachin
Pilot called Baiju to join the
yatra and told him that ‘he
has to travel with Rahul
for 3-4 hours.’ Byju told
Sachin that ‘he will discuss
with Rahul and call him at
night.’ So Baiju’s call came
to Sachin in the night, and
Baiju told him that Rahul
has said that ‘you are most welcome in
the yatra, but we will not discuss political
matters, that means the focus of the
discussion will be on Bharat
Jodo Yatra.’ It should be
noted that earlier Pilot had
accompanied Rahul on his
visit to Rajasthan. After this,
Pilot joined Rahul’s visit to
Fatehgarh Sahib in Punjab,
along with Pilot, Congress
in-charge of Punjab Harish
Chaudhary also participated
in this visit.
The BJP has played an important role in shaping the Jat
versus non-Jat politics in Haryana. By putting the reins of
the state on the shoulders of a non-Jat Chief Minister, the BJP
has managed to balance all castes in the state. Congress has
shown its full faith in Bhupinder Singh Hooda this time, due
to which, in a way, the Jats are getting completely mobilized
in favour of Congress. But this Jat versus non-Jat politics has
made room for a third player in the fray. It is believed that the
Aam Aadmi Party may emerge as a third force in Haryana this
time. The trend of non-Jat votes is already visible towards AAP.
The process of meeting of leaders of NDA allies with
the BJP top brass is going on amidst the sounds of
a possible reshuffle in the Union Cabinet. Such leaders
of BJP are also orbiting the party top
whose political career is at an end.
They are orbiting Amit Shah’s house
just to get another chance. Among
those who met the BJP top brass
were Chandrababu Naidu’s son Nara
Lokesh and Akali Dal leader Harsim-
rat Kaur Badal. But the most surpris-
ing was the visit of Lok Dal leader
Jayant Chaudhary who met BJP National President JP
Nadda. Jayant is still a coalition partner of Akhilesh’s
party SP. When Rahul passed through UP in the course
of his Bharat Jodo Yatra, Jayant and his party extended
their moral support to Rahul. But his recent meeting
with Nadda can create new equations in UP politics.
WHAT’S COOKING BETWEEN SHINDE  BJP?
WHY DID PRIYANKA MEET KHARGE?
This time when Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde came
to Delhi, he also had a meeting with the BJP top
brass. During the conversation, when the issue, that
Shinde should now merge his party
with BJP, emerged prominently,
Shinde wanted to explain to the BJP
leaders that ‘if he merges his party
with BJP now, most of his MLAs
will remain in their old will return to
home i.e. Shiv Sena. So, even if he
has to merge his party with BJP, it
should be before the 2024 general
elections.’ The BJP leaders seem to have agreed to
Shinde’s proposal.
Recently, when Congress General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi reached Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge’s house to meet her, the speculations gained
momentum that Priyanka is being made the party’s
General Secretary Organisation, so that she can join the
Congress cadre in the positive atmosphere created by
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Yatra. If sources are to be believed,
Kharge even talked to Sonia about this, but Sonia
avoided Kharge’s request saying that ‘if this happens,
BJP will get a chance to attack us that Congress is still
within the family as since Sonia is not able to come, the
son is shining light across the country as a party leader
and the daughter is handling the work of the organisa-
tion.’ Kharge also understood the point.
WHY DID JAYANT MEET NADDA?
The Saffron sky of a state is telling a
new story of mutual enmity and tussle.
A great movement is going on in a state
regarding 22-point demands including res-
ervation on economic basis, and about 3
lakh people are participating in this move-
ment. Most of the demands have been
accepted by the CM of the state, but the
screw is stuck regarding the arrest under
the SC Act. A journalist close to the CM
asked him, ‘How did such a huge crowd
gather in your house under your rule and
you did not even realise it?’ If sources
are to be believed, the CM could not stop
himself, and feeling pain over it, made it
clear that ‘the dreams of a Kshatriya leader
sitting in Delhi have become bigger these
days, this crowd is sponsored by him.’ The
CM did not stop here and said, “Last time
he had to leave his seat and go outside the
state and contest elections. Let’s see from
where will he win this time?”
WILL NITISH SAY GOODBYE
TO BIHAR POLITICS?
NEW CRISIS BEFORE THE CM
OF A NORTH INDIAN STATE!
WILL RAHUL AND
PRIYANKA BOTH
CONTEST POLLS?
RAHUL TOO FOCUSSED ON BHARAT JODO YATRA
PILOT’S TOUR OF 5 DISTRICTS
The path that Kharge
ji, Randhawa ji and
all other leaders will
find will strengthen
the Congress, he said Jairam Ramesh Sachin Pilot
COURTESY MEET
Dr Jagdeesh Chandra greeted Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla during a courtesy visit at the
latter’s residence in New Delhi on Saturday.
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akar Sank-
ranti marks
the first day
of the move-
ment of the
sun into the
Makar rashi
or the Capricorn zodi-
ac sign and marks the
end of winter. As we
look to warmer days
most of us take to the
rooftops with fresh
zeal to celebrate the
day with family and
friends, flying kites
and partaking in the
special sweets and
foods relevant to Ma-
kar Sankranti. This is
the only Indian festi-
val celebrated as per
the solar cycle, all oth-
ers follow the lunar
cycle of the Hindu cal-
endar.
A special day, it is
celebrated in some
form or the oth-
er across In-
dia with Ma-
harashtra and
Rajasthan to-
tally devoting the
day to kite fly-
ing- a tradition
now seen pan In-
dia. Kites hold a
certain charm
for all of us and
this year turned
out more glorious
for the kite lovers
as there are major
beliefs regarding the
date of the festival,
hence people are thor-
oughly enjoying the
weekend.
There is even a ‘One
Sky, One World Kite
Fly for Peace’ event
held annually world-
wide by the World Kite
Museum to promote
peace and global har-
mony
.
The day witnessed
no distance between
the people as the kites
too met and greet-
ed each other,
stretched from
d i f f e r e n t
roofs, they
d a n c e d ,
twisted and
turnedandsparred
in the open blue sky
.
And as the sun set,
the hues of the sky
were lit up with
hope as the capti-
vating lanterns
‘Akashdeep’ lit up
the darkness. So,
gear up for anoth-
er day of fun, joy
,
laughter, a day
to soak the sun
and imbue
your very core
with the
warmth of its
blessed rays and
leave the dark
days behind
us.
MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
M
JAIPUR | SUNDAY,
JANUARY 15, 2023
‘KaiPo Che’, ‘Wo Kaate’, ‘Charkhi’, ‘Manjha’,
‘Dheel de’, ‘Kheench’, ‘Till ke Laddu’, ‘Feeni’,
‘Paush bade’ and more such words competed
with boisterous music under the sunny sky! This
year many people across were confused with Jan
14 and 15, hence are expected to take to the
rooftops and soar with our kites today too. City
First highlights some glimpses!
(L-R) Khushi, Kalpana, Sheena,
Vinne,Tanya,Varunavi, Soni, Rishika,
Himakshi, Soni,Tanu and Rutvi
Akanksha Bhalla,Tanu Choudhary, Gaurav Gaur and
Ritu Sharma during Sankranti festival
A glimpse from
the Kite Festival
—PHOTOS
BY
MUKESH
KIRADOO
AND
SUNIL
SHARMA
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Whatmakes Sakranti
Sakranti extra
You see relatives and family friends you didn’t even know existed until they pop at your
place to celebrate Sakrat from “Sheher ki chhat” (terrace in the walled city)
SPECIALINWALLEDCITY
WALLEDCITY?
“Vok Kaatey!”
ell many ter-
races in unison
as one kite fal-
ters in the
M a k r a n t i
Sakranti sky.
As it plummets towards
the tightly packed have-
lis (traditional town-
houses) in the walled
city, attempts are made
using poles, jujjas
(stones hung on
threads) and jumping
kids to capture it. Fi-
nally, one boy from atop
the water tank seizes
the yellow, slightly tat-
tered and taped kite,
and claims his position
as the bonafide patang-
baz (kite-flyer) of the
Pink City
. He grooves to
Kala Chashma chiming
from his adjacent ter-
race while prepping to
soar his kite and loot
probably five more
from it until the sky
turns dark and lit-up
candles take over.
Such is Makar Sank-
ranti and a few days
leading up to it in the
walled city of Jaipur.
Kites are pegged (tang
daalna), looted ones are
discreetly stacked in
the attic and charkhis
(string roll) are loaded
before D-day
. What’s out
of your control is the
guest list. There’s an
unspoken rule - if you
live in the walled city,
the terrace is open for
all before and on the
day of Sakranti, doesn’t
matter if you don’t
know them. And, you
have to (mandatorily)
serve the old city’s deli-
cacies- think kachori,
samosa, etc.
While you may be in
just for the snacks, or a
view of the lantern-
studded sky, a true
‘shehri’ (resident of the
walled city) loves
Sakrat for reasons more
than one. See for your-
self!
POORVI SINGHAL
singhalpoorvi16@gmail.com
Y
Sakrant here is
a hell lot of fun.
Apart from
the flying of
kites, the gath-
ering of all my
family members
and friends on
the terrace with
delicious sweets
and snacks with
Bollywood songs
playing in the background makes it a lot
better. Some of us vibe to the music,
some just keep flying the beautiful kites
while others collect the kites with long
wooden sticks. My favourite part is the
night when everyone out there celebrates
the end of the festival by bursting crack-
ers. All my family members eagerly wait
for the night just to capture the beauti-
fully lit sky with all the fireworks. After
ending the festival on a lovely note, we
all had dinner together.
 —ADHISHREE KHANDELWAL
As someone
who’s grown
up surrounded
by these pink
walls, Sakrant
isn’t a one-
day festival,
it starts right
from the begin-
ning of January
and reaches
its peak on the
weekend closest to the 14th. The cha-
os that is this festival always brings
comfort, and the feeling of hope and
home is always assured when the
lanterns start glowing on the eve of
the 14th. The environmentalist in me
has only one guilty please and that is
this festival. I’m not too big on kite fly-
ing, but the festivities, the music and
the vibrance that is this festival always
make my heart go “voh kaaatey.”

 —MANSI LOHIA
I’ve always been
fond of kites since
I was five. So,
there’s only one
festival I wait for
all year - that is
Makar Sankranti.
Every year, all my
friends come to
my house dur-
ing this time. We
always started our
eve with aloo ki kachori from Khunteta or
pyaz ki kachori from Samrat and before
everyone leaves, we always stop at Sahu
Chai Wala for a cup of hot tea. Fireworks
on Sakrat are always better than on
Diwali. Our relatives and friends from all
over Jaipur come to the old city during
this week and everyone competes with
their neighbours when flying kites and
sounds of “voh kaatey” start from six in
the morning.

 —GAURANG MAHARWAL
This is the only time of the year when I make an attempt
to leave my bed early and hit the terrace. How the morning
turns into the night - you will never know because the time
you will spend with your cousins and friends fly quickly.
And as soon as we stop flying the kites, putting on
marwari gaane (songs) and dancing our hearts
out is a must to end the night! The walled city is a
place where all the traditions and customs of Jaipur
are preserved and celebrating Sakrat here makes your
heart go all giddy. Seeing up in the sky and spotting
multiple colours as songs blaze through your ears -
that’s what ‘parkota wali Sakrat’ does to you! It makes
you feel peaceful amid the festive chaos.
—BHAVISHYA AKAR
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LET’S SOAR HIGH!
The festival of soaring kites, Makar Sankranti, is one of the favourite festivals of all.
The festival usually falls on January 14 and is celebrated as the beginning of
warmth after the winter season. During this festival, families and friends gather on
terraces  roofs and fly kites together. City First brings to you glimpses of the
enchanting festival shared by our avid readers from all across!
Alok, Kshitij,Ashish,Vikram, Shiksha, Shikha,
Sughandh, Maulik, Marisha,Veohm and Vikhyat
Devansh, Ruby, Seema, Manish, Samarth,
Rakesh,Anu, Sneha,Ajay Neetu and Meenu
Jasbeer Kaur Rudra
Kshitij, Sughandh and Ashish
Ram Kishore  Sunita Dusad Harshvardhan Singh
The Sharma Family
Pulkit Jangir
Tanya Chalana
(L-R) Nimit, Dhriti, Indrani, Shimona, Nupur, Rohit, Siddharth, Nidhi, Ekank, Snehaa and Niharika.
(L-R) Devesh, Dr Abid, Dr Mariyam,Abaan,
Ateeq, Ziyan, Irfan, Nomana and Ayaan
The Bagra’s
The Chauhan’s from Jaipur
Rudranshi,Aarvi, Gauravi, Shamsher, Rudrakshi, Rajveer and Sufi
Aditi Tiwari
Divyanshi Jangid
(L-R) Suneeta, Rajini and Sunita enjoy the festive aura
by flaunting their traditional Mehndi
Akanksha Bhalla, Rewti Upadhayay and Rutvi Tiwari
Khushi Mishra and Alisha Sharma
(L-R) Meenu, Seema, Neetu,
Devansh,Akshit, Sneha, Rakesh,Anu and Ruby
Shashi Sharma
Dhriti
Ananya Kushwaha
(L-R) Zeba,Vishnu Raj, Jai, Samrat and Khemraj
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CITY BUZZ
GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
LOVE FOR POETRIES!
CITY FIRST
T
he sixteenth edi-
tion of the iconic
Jaipur Litera-
ture Festival is
all set to run
from January
19 to 23 at Hotel
Clarks Amer,
Jaipur. Every
year, the Fes-
tival will rec-
ognise a poet
of repute with
the Mahakavi Kanhai-
yalal Sethia Award for
Poetry. Given in asso-
ciation with the Ma-
hakavi Kanhaiyalal
Sethia Foundation, the
award is a tribute to
Mahakavi Kanhaiyalal
Sethia and his im-
mense repertoire. In
addition to a
cash prize of
Rs. 1 lakh, the
winner re-
ceives a me-
mento of ap-
p r e c i a t i o n
along with a
felicitation at
the Festival.
Following a unani-
mous decision by the
jury committee, the
winner of the eighth
Mahakavi Kanhaiyalal
Sethia Poetry Award is
the pioneering modern
Indian poet, critic, edi-
tor, translator, and aca-
demic. K. Satchidan-
andan. A former
Secretary of the
Sahitya Akademi,
Satchidanandan
has authored twenty-
one collections of poet-
ry, sixteen books of
translations of world
poetry and twenty-one
works of literary criti-
cism in Malayalam and
English besides plays
and travelogues.
The award is given
out after a careful selec-
tion process by an emi-
nent jury comprising
renowned, discerning
litterateurs and ex-
perts, namely Festi-
val Co-Director Na-
mita Gokhale;
Managing Director,
Teamwork Arts, and
Festival Producer San-
joy K. Roy; eminent po-
ets Ranjit Hoskote and
Anamika; and Sid-
dharth Sethia of the
Mahakavi Kanhaiyalal
Sethia Foundation.
BEAUTIFULKITEFESTIVAL!
CITY FIRST
R
ajasthan has
long since been
considered as
one of the most
colorful and
culturally rich
states in the
country
.Ontheoccasion
of Makar Sankranti,
Kite Festival was organ-
ised on the sail of Jal
Mahal in Pink City
Jaipur in Rajasthan on
Saturday
. Kites frolick-
ingintheskyandartists
dancing on the sails of
theJalMahalenthralled
the city dwellers as well
as the foreign tour-
ists. On this occa-
sion, French Am-
bassador to India
Emmanuel Lenin at-
tendedthefestivalasthe
chief guest.The French
ambassador flew two
kites and looked very
excited. He said that he
is highly influenced by
the art culture of Ra-
jasthan and Jaipur. He
said that he is feeling
good to participate in
the kite festival because
here everyone is enjoy-
ing the festival with
their families which is a
pleasure to see and feel.
Domestic and foreign
tourists were welcomed
inthetraditionalwayby
applying Tilak in the
Kite Festival.
—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO
Cartist Pavilion @ Autoexpo 2023!
CITY FIRST
J
anuary Automo-
bile lovers across
the country are
visiting the Auto
Expo- 2023, which start-
ed at Expo Mart in
Greater Noida. Here
they are getting to see
the latest innovation
from the world of auto-
mobiles. Amidst all
this, the pavilion of
Cartist built here re-
mains the centre of
attraction. these
displayed automo-
bile artworks and
sustainable furniture
capture the attention of
visitors, focusing on
sustainable solutions to
save our heritage and
the planet. Automobile
artworks Ambassador,
E-waste car made from
automobile scrap, In-
stallation inspired by
British car in wire-
frame, four EV scooters
designed in different
themes, Chevy focus on
Indian wooden toys.
visitors are getting to
know about them and
the process of prepar-
ing and taking selfies
with them to cherish
their memories.
Visitors realize their
creativity through
‘Main Bhi Cartist’
Himanshu Jangid,
Founder, Cartist said
that the visitors are en-
thusiastically partici-
pating in the ‘Main Bhi
Cartist’ activity during
the expo. Here he is get-
ting an opportunity to
paint a car with a
Cartist. To become a
Cartist, they are taking
up the brush and bring-
ing their imagination
and creativity to life
through colours on the
car. Through this, he is
making beautiful paint-
ings on cars by bringing
out the hidden artist
within him.
The message of sus-
tainability from
‘Sustain by Cartist’
A special pavilion for
‘Sustain by Cartist’ has
been set up during the
expo in Hall No. 12 N 15
A (approx. 1200 sq. ft.
area). On display here is
sustainable furniture
made from upcycled au-
tomobile scrap by
Cartist. This includes
chairs, tables, sofa sets,
and beds. Himanshu
Jangid explains that
this is a designer furni-
ture line by Cartist,
made entirely from
used car parts and auto-
motive waste. Inspired
by various elements of
nature and hand-craft-
ed, we hope to create a
sustainable auto-art
ecosystem by giving
new life to our old auto-
mobiles through this
furniture range, which
has received a great re-
sponse at the Auto
Expo.
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
WHAT’S HAPPENING!
DURING THE DAY!
A grand event of Fashion
Show for Special Abled Person
Season of Shri Baba Balak Nath
Sewa Sansthan and Bengal
Super Sanstha was held at
Royal Palace Jaipur. More than
200 Divyang participants. The
organiser of this program, Ritu
Umesh Aggarwal said that
Sandeep Mathur and Suman
Sharma were present as the
chief guest. Gifts to Divyang
participants were provided by
Nadini Group and Wheelchairs
Virat Group.
Payal Asudani, a student of Maheshwari Girls PG College, Jaipur, M.Com, was awarded Gold
Medal by Rajasthan Governor Kalraj Mishra for topping the University by securing the highest
marks in her subject at the 32nd Convocation of the University of Rajasthan. Secretary of the
college Dinesh Kumar Modani enthusiastically said that this success is the success of Payal
as well as the entire college. He shared that a grand felicitation ceremony was organised in
the college on this occasion.
In the midst of this severe cold In Jaipur, some youths of
Jaipur city along with youth leader of Aam Aadmi Party, Piyush
Sharma, distributed blankets to poor people recently to protect
them from cold waves.Tipu Sultan Meena, Sonu Meena,Arvind
Vishnoi,Vanshika Sinha, Pankaj Meena and Aman Jain were
present in this campaign to continue the order.
On the second and final day of the Sports Meet at Jaipuria
Institute of Management, Jaipur; semi-finals and finals took
place between various colleges and institutes. Keshav Singh
and Dolly, Karate coach of the Rajasthan Team and member of
the National Karate team respectively were invited as the chief
guest for the valedictory ceremony for the Sports Meet. Around
40+ Colleges from all over India participated in the Sports
Meet which concluded with a prize distribution ceremony.
Business guru Rahul Maladiya along with others flew kites
with a 25 feet long and 5.5 feet wide pulleys at The Lalit
Hotel, Jawahar Circle on Saturday. In the Businessmen to CEO
Retreat Conference, Rahul Maladiya said that the customer is
the king but marketing is the god.At the conference, in-depth
discussions were held on Marketing, Sales, Brand Making, IPO,
Team Management, Dos and Don’ts of Business.This pulley was
prepared to promote the local for vocal theme.
To celebrate the festival of Makar Sankranti, the Jaipur
Photographers’ Club organised a special photo walk
‘Kai Po Che’ for the photographers of Jaipur. According
to Anil Khubani the founder of the Club, more than 25
photographers of the age group 13 to 50 years captured the
beautiful Kite market Haldiyon Ka Rasta from 9:30 pm to
midnight on Thursday.
Mesmerzing dance performance by Kalbelia dancer at Jaipur Kite Festival
Rajneesh Tyagi and Renu Tyagi
Upendra Singh and Emmanuel Lenain
Lovely tourists during Kite Festival
Mahakavi Kanhaiyala
FILE PHOTO
Cartist during the expo
Sankalp Shukla presented
the book titled 8 years 80
Miracles to his brother Jagat
Prakash Nadda and discussed
the upcoming Global India
Series in detail recently.
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