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	1. Delhi-Mumbai e’way to  be
ready in December: Gadkari
Rewa (PTI): Union
Road Transport Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari on
Saturdaysaidfivegreen-
field access control ex-
pressways are coming
up and one of them be-
tween Delhi and Mum-
bai would be almost
ready in December.
He said the distance
between the financial
capital and the national
capital would be cov-
ered in 12 hours once
the expressway be-
comes operational.
“The expressway be-
tween Delhi and Mum-
bai would be almost
complete in December.
With this, the distance
between the two cities
can be covered in 12
hours”, he said while
addressing a function
after inaugurating a
2.82-km-long tunnel
road between Rewa and
Sidhi worth ` 1,004 cr.
He also inaugurated
and laid the foundation
stones of seven road
projects worth ` 2443.89
crore.
A view of Rewa- Sidhi tunnel
prior to its inauguration by
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
and Madhya Pradesh CM
Shivraj Chouhan on Saturday.
POACH ME NOT!
Delhi air thick with allegations ahead of Mayor’s election
First India Bureau
New Delhi: No sooner
than new councillors to
the MCD have been
elected, allegations of
poaching attempts have
started flying thick and
fast from all directions:
Aam Aadmi Party, BJP
and Congress alike.
The fresh war of
words came as two Con-
gress councillors who
on Friday defected to
AAP returned to the
party fold and BJP
councillor from Anand
Vihar Monica Pant filed
a complaint with the
Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) against
AAP leader Shikha
Garg, alleging that she
tried to “bribe her for
switching sides”.
Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, ad-
dressing newly elected
councillors of his party,
cautioned them that the
BJP would “try to buy
them out”.
BJP leaders, at a
press conference, al-
leged that “an agent” of
Kejriwal was trying to
poach councillors.
The Congress also ac-
cused Kejriwal’s party
of indulging in poach-
ing after two of its de-
fectors returned.
BJP leaders includ-
ing national spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawala
at a press conference
accused the AAP of try-
ing to poach their newly
elected councillors.
Poonawala alleged a
new model of the AAP
– Pralobhan for Par-
shad – has come to the
fore. BJP councillor
Monica Pant charged
that AAP leader Shikha
Garg introduced her-
self as a representative
of an MP of her party.
“She came to my house
which has been caught
in CCTV footage. She of-
fered me a political post
in MCD and special
funds for my ward -vot-
ing,” she said.
l ‘Khokha-Khokha’, says AAP of BJP’s
‘formula’; ‘Pralobhan for Prashad’,
BJP retorts, along with ‘CCTV footage’
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh addresses the press in New
Delhi on Saturday.
BJP spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla along with party leaders
addresses a press conference on Saturday.
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
to be next Himachal CM
Swearing-in today at 11 AM, Mukesh Agnihotri to be deputy CM
Shimla: After two days
of intense lobbying, the
Congress finally decid-
ed on its Chief Minister
for Himachal Pradesh
as Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu was chosen, over
other party stalwarts
like Pratibha Singh
(Wife of late Virbhadra
Singh). A meeting of
the Congress Legisla-
ture Party took place in
Shimla soon where the
decision of the Con-
gress high command
was announced.
Sources said the high
command has approved
Sukhu as the Chief
Minister but the an-
nouncement was made
by the central observ-
ers after speaking with
Himachal Pradesh Con-
gress President Pratib-
ha Singh, who was in
the race for the post.
Notably, after the an-
nouncement, Sukhu
reached Raj Bhawan
and laid claim before
Governor RV Arlekar
to form the govern-
ment. The swearing in
ceremony will be at-
tended by Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi.
 More on P5
BHUPENDRA PATEL
TO CONTINUE AS
GUJARAT CM
Gandhinagar: Bhupen-
dra Patel will continue
as the CM of Gujarat for
a second straight term
with the newly-elected
BJP MLAs electing
him as the leader of
the legislative party at
a meeting in Gandhi-
nagar on Saturday.
After the meeting, Patel
met Governor Acharya
Devvrat at Raj Bhavan
and staked a claim to
form a government.
He will take oath as the
18th chief minister at
a function to be held
at the Helipad ground
near the new secre-
tariat in Gandhinagar
on December 12, which
will be attended by PM
Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah along with CMs of
BJP-ruled states.  P5
I am thankful to Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi  the people
of the state. Our govt will bring
change. It is my responsibility to fulfil
the promises we made to the people of HP. We
have to work for the development of the state
—Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, CM-Designate, HP
Uddhav wants PM to speak on Maha-
Karnataka border row in Nagpur visit
Jalna/Nagpur: Day
ahead of PM Modi’s
visit to Nagpur, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Ud-
dhav Thackeray on
Saturday said Modi
should make his stand
clear on the Maharash-
tra-Karnataka border
dispute.
MVA leaders
slammed Karnataka
CM Basavaraj Bom-
mai’s statement that a
meeting between a del-
egation of Maharashtra
MPs and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
the issue would not
make any difference to
the border dispute.
Speaking at the inau-
guration of the 42nd
Marathwada Sahitya
Sammelan in Jalna dis-
trict, Thackeray said,
“PM is coming to inau-
gurate Nagpur-Mumba
Expressway. He should
clarify his stand on the
Maharashtra-Karnata-
ka border dispute.”
BOMMAI’S
STATEMENT
DISRESPECTFUL,
MADE WITH
ELECTION IN MIND
Mumbai: The Shiv
Sena on Saturday
said Karnataka CM
Bommai’s statement
shows such com-
ments are pre-planned
with an eye on Assem-
bly polls there. Sena
leader and MP Arvind
Sawant said the latter
had taken serious note
of the issue and had
assured he would call
a meeting of the CMs
of both states.
MILLIONS OF USERS
AFFECTED AS GMAIL
SUFFERS OUTAGE
New Delhi: Gmail services
went down for many
users across the world
as Downdetector.com
reported a spike in Gmail
outage status. Across
India, users complained of
undelivered emails and an
unresponsive Gmail app.
READ
Crucial
Crucial
PT USHA BECOMES
FIRST WOMAN IOA
PRESIDENT
New Delhi: Legendary
athlete PT Usha was on
Saturday elected as the first
woman president of Indian
Olympic Association (IOA).
The 58-year-old, a multiple
Asian Games gold medallist
and fourth place finisher
in the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics 400m hurdles
final, was declared elected
unopposed for the top post
in the polls.
New Covid strain detected in
India, but no cause for worry yet
Pune: A freshly
emerged Omicron off-
shoot CH.1.1 — a worry
for international sci-
entists — has emerged
in India. The latest In-
sacog data says that 17
samples were detected,
16 from Maharashtra
and one from Gujarat.
What is worrying is
that CH.1.1 has ac-
quired a Delta muta-
tion that could make it
more pathogenic. A top
Insacog official said
India so far had noth-
ing to worry about be-
cause cases continue
to decline in the coun-
try and even in Maha-
rashtra.
Punjab: Another
RPG attack at
police station
Hearing on Bilkis’s
plea in SC against
remission to
convicts on Dec 13
Tarn Taran (Punjab):
A low-intensity blast
wasreportedattheTarn
Taran Police Sanjha
Kendra in Punjab on
Saturday morning. Evi-
dence collected from the
spot pointed at a Rocket
Propelled Granade
(RPG) attack. Lashing
out at AAP govt, BJP
tweeted, “Police Station
in Tarn Taran attacked
by rocket launcher type
weapon! This is 2nd
RPG attack on a Police
Station in 7 months.
Very worrying  a dis-
turbing development!
Law  order situation
has been in a free fall
since AAP formed Govt
in Punjab!” More on P6
New Delhi: SC is sched-
uled to hear on Decem-
ber 13 a plea filed by
Bilkis Bano, challeng-
ing the remission of
sentence of 11 convicts.
Bench of justices Ajay
Rastogi and Bela M
Trivedi is likely to take
up the plea of Bano, who
has also filed a separate
prayer seeking a review
of the apex court’s May
13, 2022 order on a plea
by a convict.
ecords galore as India crushed Bangladesh by a
whopping 227 runs in the third ODI with Ishan Kishan
smashing the fastest double hundred in the history of
ODI cricket and Virat Kohli hit his 72nd Century, the
second most only to Sachin Tendulkar. Kishan blasted 210
off 131 balls, and Virat Kohli scored 113 to power India to
a massive 409 for 8. Kishan hit 24 fours and 10 maximums.
Bangladesh were all out for 182 in 34 overs.
KISHAN-KOHLI
SET RECORDS
AS BANGLADESH
WINS SERIES
NEW DELHI l SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00 RNI TITLE NO. DELENG/2021/19840 l Vol 2 l Issue No. 102
OUR EDITIONS:
JAIPUR, NEW DELHI
 MUMBAI
www.firstindia.co.in
https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/delhi
twitter.com/thefirstindia
facebook.com/thefirstindia
instagram.com/thefirstindia
R
210
(131)
Ishan Kishan
113
(91)
Virat Kohli
I got out with 15 (14.1) overs left.
I could have got 300 also
—Ishan Kishan said after the match
Ishan
Kishan
smashed the
fastest double
hundred in the
history of ODI
cricket!
Yuvraj Singh
@YUVSTRONG12
Well played @ishankishan51
innings of a lifetime
Virender Sehwag
@virendersehwag
That’s the way to do it. Bril-
liant from Ishan Kishan. This
is the approach that will do
Team India a world of good.
India
409/8
Bangladesh
182
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Varanasi's street art depicts the ancient saga and genesis of this ancient city,
the motivation for which can be traced to the characters and teachings of Hindu
mythological stories. The local wall art has infused life into these historic walls and
gives a perfect glimpse into the culture and heritage of one of the oldest living cities in
the world.  —PHOTOS BY PTI
ART
SMART
‘For every conviction, there are three acquittals... we have a mechanism that still needs robust intervention’
Averagetimetakentodisposeof
POCSO case is 509 days: Irani
New Delhi (PTI): The
average time taken to
dispose of a Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) case
is 509 days, Women and
ChildDevelopmentMin-
ister Smriti Irani said
and sought suggestions
from judges on what
could be done infra-
structurally to expedite
solutions for children.
The POCSO Act 2012
aims to protect children
from offences of sexual
assault, sexual harass-
ment and pornography
and provide for estab-
lishment of special
courts for trial of such
offences.
Addressing the inau-
gural session of the Na-
tional Stakeholders
Consultation on Pro-
tection of Children
from Sexual Offences
on Saturday, Irani said
for every conviction,
there are three acquit-
tals and 56 per cent of
all the POCSO cases
correspond to offenses
of penetrative sexual
assault.
Aggravated penetra-
tive assault accounts
for 25.59 per cent of the
cases. Which means
that today we have a
mechanism that still
needs a robust interven-
tion, she said.
The minister said the
average time that is
taken to disposal of a
POCSO case is 509 days.
My request today to
the stakeholders and
the honourable justices
is can you tell us infra-
structurally what more
can be done by the min-
istry so that we can en-
sure we partner with
the justice system in
our country to expedite
solutions for our chil-
dren, she said.
New Delhi (PTI): Sex-
ual abuse of children
remains a hidden
problem as there is a
culture of silence and
therefore the state
must encourage fami-
lies to report abuse
even where the perpe-
tratorisafamilymem-
ber, Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud said on
Saturday
.
Speaking at a two-
day national pro-
grammeontheProtec-
tion of Children from
Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act, the CJI said it
is an unfortunate fact
that the criminal jus-
tice system functions
in a way that some-
times compounds the
victims' trauma and
the executive must
therefore join hands
with the judiciary to
prevent this from hap-
pening.
The long-lasting
implications of child
sexual abuse make it
imperative for the
state and other stake-
holders to create
awareness regarding
the prevention of
child sexual abuse and
its timely recognition
and the remedy avail-
able in law. Children
must be taught the dif-
ference between safe
touch and unsafe
touch. While this was
previously couched as
good touch and bad
touch, child rights ac-
tivists have urged par-
ents to use the word
safe and unsafe be-
cause the word good
and bad have moral
implications and may
prevent them from re-
porting the abuse.
Above all, there is
an urgent need to en-
sure that the so-called
honour of the family
is not prioritised
above the best interest
of the child. He said
the state must encour-
age the families to re-
port abuse even when
the perpetrator is a
family member.
It is an unfortunate
fact that the manner
in which the criminal
justice system func-
tions sometimes com-
pounds the victims'
trauma. The executive
must join hands with
judiciary to prevent
this,” the CJI said.
Child sexual abuse remains
a hidden problem: CJI
Smriti Irani attending the Nat’l Stakeholders Consultation on POCSO, in New Delhi on Saturday.
My request to-
day to the
stakeholders
and the honourable
justices is can you tell
us infrastructurally
what more can be
done by the ministry.
—Smriti Irani,
Women  Child Development Minister
The criminal
justice system
works in a way
that sometimes
compounds
the victims’
trauma, the
CJI said
New Delhi (ANI): Ac-
cused Vaibhav Jain and
Ankush Jain have now
moved Delhi HC seek-
ingbailinamoneylaun-
dering case allegedly
involving Delhi Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain. All
three persons are pres-
ently in judicial custody
.
The Bench of Justice
DK Sharma of Delhi HC
is scheduled to hear the
bail pleas of both on De-
cember 12, 2022. Last
week Satyendar Jain ap-
proached the HC with a
bail plea challenging a
trial court order deny-
ing him bail in a money-
laundering case. The
court has also issued
notice to ED and fixed
thematterforDecember
20, 2022.
While dismissing the
bail plea of Satyender
Jain, the trial court also
rejected the bail peti-
tions of Vaibhav Jain
and Ankush Jain, co ac-
cused in the case.
New Delhi (ANI): Lee-
na Maria Paulose, wife
of conman Sukesh
Chandrasekhar moved
the Delhi High Court
seeking bail in a Rs. 200
crore extortion case reg-
istered by the Economic
Offence Wing (EOW) of
Delhi Police.
Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar, Leena Maria
Paulose and others are
currentlyinjudicialcus-
tody in the case for alleg-
edly duping Aditi Singh,
wife of the former pro-
moter of Ranbaxy,
Shivinder Singh, of Rs.
200crore.JusticeDinesh
KumarSharmaissched-
uledtohearthebailpeti-
tion on December 12.
Recently Delhi Police
in the present case ar-
rested Mumbail-based
Pinky Irani said to be a
close aide of Chan-
drashekhar and intro-
duced him to Bollywood
actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez.
After Satyendar,
now Ankush,
Vaibhav Jain
seek bail in HC
Leena Paulose,
wife of conman
Sukesh, moves
HC for bail
GRAFFITI GUSH
New Delhi (ANI): The
Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Satur-
day issued notice to the
Centre to ascertain the
cause of recent sudden
deaths amongst people
due to cardiac arrests.
The Commission has
taken suo-moto cogni-
zance of several reports
of sudden deaths in the
country
. Reportedly, a
bride in her early 20s re-
cently died due to sud-
den cardiac attack dur-
ing her marriage cere-
mony in Lucknow, the
DCW notice said. Simi-
larly, a 16-year-old died
while playing cricket
and a man died in a tem-
ple in MP while doing
'parikrama'. DCW said
many such cases had
come to light wherein
people of young as well
as old age have died due
to apparent cardiac ar-
rests while simply car-
rying out routine work.
Some of the incidents
have been caught on
camera.Theseincidents
have raised serious con-
cerns and is being wide-
ly speculated that these
deaths are somehow
connected to COVID-19,
said DCW
.
The Commission
sought details of steps
taken to study the long-
term impact of the COV-
ID-19 virus on health.
DCW asks Centre to look into recent
sudden deaths due to cardiac arrest
New Delhi (PTI): A
25-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly har-
assing a woman by cir-
culating her mobile
number on a Whatsapp
group where porno-
graphic content was
shared, police said on
Saturday
.
The man identified
as Sajim Khan, a resi-
dent of Himmatpur vil-
lage of Hapur district
in Uttar Pradesh used
to work as a tailor at a
private company in
Noida, they said.
After Khan shared
the victim’s contact
number on the group,
she started receiving
inappropriate messag-
es from different num-
bers, police said.
The matter came to
light after the 24-year-
old woman registered a
complaint alleging that
an unknown person has
posted her mobile num-
ber on a Whatsapp
group and since then
she was receiving ob-
scene videos, photos
and messages from sev-
eral unknown numbers.
Deputy Commission-
er of Police (North) Sa-
gar Singh Kalsi said
during the investiga-
tion, a letter was sent to
Whatsapp to retrieve
the details of the per-
son who shared the vic-
tim’s contact number
on the alleged group.
“Our team zeroed in
the subscriber of of-
fending mobile num-
ber at Himmatpur vil-
lage in Hapur district
of Uttar Pradesh and
the SIM card owner Na-
jim Ali who joined in-
vestigation revealed
that alleged SIM card
was being used by his
elder brother Sajim
Khan,” he said.
The police team then
searched the accused
in Noida and tracked
him down from a park
nearby his company, he
added.
Man held for sharing woman’s number
OBSCENE CONTENT
lll
As accused
Sajim Khan, a
tailor with a pvt
firm, shared the
victim’s contact
number on the
WhatsApp
group, she
started receiving
inappropriate
messages from
different
numbers
FAILING TO BEFRIEND
Whether any
proposal has
been made to
investigate the cause
of these deaths? If yes,
please provide the cur-
rent status of the
same.
—DCW notice
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Though beaten, AAP gets some vital
political lessons from Gujarat, HP
Diptiman Chakraborty
New Delhi: For the
Aam Aadmi Party
, 2022
ends with a mixed bag
of feelings – some
sweet, a lot bitter. While
in Delhi, it dethroned
the incumbent BJP
running the MCD for 15
years, which is no
doubt a feat for a small
party, in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh it
didn’t even come close
to the high expecta-
tions it had woven.
Even as Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal had
claimed before the polls
that AAP would get ma-
jority in Gujarat, 128 of
his party candidates
lost their deposit! No
matter how much a
brave face the AAP su-
premo puts up, techni-
cally the party has been
routed in Gujarat and
Himachal. In the hill
state AAP lost deposits
in all the 67 seats.
In case of Gujarat,
perhaps the Congress
had read the tea leaves
better and skirted the
state in its election
strategy, gauging well
that the time had not
yet come to rock the
BJPinitsstrongestbas-
tion. The AAP, on the
other hand, completely
failed to feel the con-
tours of the subtle po-
litical fault lines that by
default favoured the
BJP. In getting the
whiff of substantial
gains in this election,
prompted by the earlier
Surat show in the civic
polls, AAP became
overtly ambitious,
swayed mostly as it was
by the crowd swell in
Kejriwal’s hectic road-
shows, rather than any
foundational strength
of the party in the state.
However, the great-
est takeaway for AAP
in these elections is
that it has to penetrate
deeper in the hinter-
lands of India to emote
a positive feedback in
the people and gener-
ate a more nourishing
narrative deep down,
that translates into
real votes. In Gujarat
the anti-incumbency
factor was not over-
bearing and AAP’s last
moment efforts at rais-
ing a vote bank that
could really threaten
the BJP, was shoddy
and superficial which
in no case could impact
a cadre-based party,
deeply and intricately
embedded in the Guja-
rat voter’s psyche for
decades. Modi as the
face of the BJP was
much bigger a force
than Kejriwal as the
CM of Delhi.
While in Himachal
Pradesh the BJP cer-
tainly could not deliver
what people wanted,
and the Congress was
never a dying party in
the state, APP was too
new, and again, too
much ‘on the surface’,
to make any deep im-
pact yet in state-level
poll equations.
Back in Gujarat, the
BJP poll pitch gelled
better with the aspira-
tions of the people,
while Kejriwal’s
cliched freebie prom-
ises and his banner of
honesty didn’t seem as
priorities to the people,
not in Gujarat, not in
Himachal either. Del-
hi’s needs, its demogra-
phy, its objectives and
ambitions are way dif-
ferent from Gujarat’s
or Himachal’s and the
AAP will have to think
outside Delhi if it
wants to sync with the
political crosswinds in
other states. AAP has
caught the pulse of
Delhiites – it is still a
very urban party and
its mindset is still Del-
hi-centric. Replicating
the Delhi template eve-
rywhere is downright
naivety
. Punjab may be
a one-off case for its
other local reasons, but
it doesn’t change the
fact that AAP will first
need to expand its foot-
prints by a bottom-up
approach, stirring the
grassroots indices to
change the bigger met-
rics. It needs to build a
strong cadre base
ground up.
‘We apologisetoRahulGandhi’
New Delhi (PTI):
Hours after joining the
Aam Aadmi Party, two
newly elected Congress
councillors and party
leader Ali Mehdi
switched back to the
grand old party and is-
sued an apology
.
Posting a video on so-
cial media, Mehdi said
he made a mistake by
crossing over to AAP
and asserted he was a
loyal worker of the
Congress and Rahul
Gandhi. I made a huge
mistake. I accept my
faultandaskforapology
fromRahulGandhiwith
folded hands, Mehdi
said in the video.
Reacting to the video,
Congress' Rajya Sabha
MP Imran Pratapgarhi,
tweeted, It's two o'clock
in the night and the
councillor who won
from Mustafabad on
Congress symbol has re-
turnedtotheparty
.They
weretrickedintojoining
AAP
.Withinafewhours,
he rectified his mistake
and has now again be-
come a part of the Con-
gress.
Mehdi and two coun-
cillors -- Sabila Begum
and Nazia Khatoon --
joined AAP on Friday,
taking its tally in the
MCD to 136. Sabila won
from ward 243, Musta-
fabad, while Khatoon
won from ward 245, Brij
Puri. As Mehdi and two
councillors joined the
AAP
,residentsof Musta-
fabad staged a protest.
Videos showed people
raising slogans against
Mehdi and burning his
effigy
. Delhi Congress
vice-president Mudit
Aggarwal had alleged
AAPwastryingtolure
some other party coun-
cillors also.
After announcing his
return to Congress , Me-
hdi said, “In the areas
from which Sabila and
Nazia won, people voted
for me and my father
and not any particular
party
. They believed us
and our work.”
ALI MEHDI, 2 NEWLY ELECTED COUNCILLORS SWITCH BACK TO CONG
DPCC President Anil Kumar Chaudhary looks on as newly elected MCD councillor Ali Mehdi speaks to the media at DPCC office in New Delhi on Saturday. (R) Newly
elected MCD councillors of the Congress, Sabila Begum and Nazia Khatoon , at a press conference at the DPCC office. —PHOTOS BY PTI
New Delhi (PTI):
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday
said the heavy BJP
machinery deployed
during campaigning
madetheMCDpollsthe
toughest election con-
tested byAAP so far
and accused the party
of trying to buy AAP
councillors.
Addressing the new-
ly elected councillors,
Kejriwal said the BJP
hasstartedcallingAAP
councillors and offer-
ing them up to Rs 20
lakh.
This election was
very very tough. A few
people say it was an
easyelection,butitwas
not. The way they con-
spired against us and
the way they used state
machinery against us,
itwasthetoughestelec-
tions we ever contest-
ed, Kejriwal claimed.
Heavy BJP machin-
ery deployed during
campaigning made
MCD poll the toughest
election contested by
the AAP so far, he add-
ed. Referring to the
purported videos of
jailed minister Saty-
ender Jain, the chief
minister said the BJP
pressured the media to
spread propaganda
against us.
They will try to buy
you. They have started
calling the councillors.
Somebody is being of-
fered Rs 10 lakh and
some Rs 20 lakh. They
are asking them (coun-
cillors) to vote in our
favour, the AAP supre-
mo said.
I am completely
sure no one from you
will fall for their offer.
However, we need to ex-
pose them. Put your
phone on recording
andwheneverthereisa
call from them, record
it, he added.
Despite all the
tricks, Kejriwal said
the BJP could not
breach AAP's reputa-
tion earned through
work done and trust.
‘Heavy BJP machinery’ made MCD polls toughest contest of AAP: CM
Despite their
propaganda,
people voted
for us ... The BJP
thought people are
gullible but the public
were not taken in by
its propaganda,
—Arvind Kejriwal,
CM, Delhi
MUST LEARN TO TILL THE GROUND
New Delhi (PTI):
Capitalism is making
caste obsolete but it
does not free society
fromstructuralbiases
andthenewdynamics
brings challenges as
well as opportunities,
says a new book.
Snakes in the Gan-
ga:BreakingIndia2.0
byRajivMalhotraand
Vijaya Viswanathan
sheds light on forces
operating behind so-
cial conflicts in India.
Capitalism is mak-
ing caste obsolete, but
it does not free society
from structural bias-
es. The new dynamics
brings challenges as
wellasopportunities,
the book published by
BluOne Ink LLP says.
The only caste sys-
tem left in the rapidly
urbanising India is
the one enforced by
the government's for-
malidentitiesgivento
people. This is India's
curse: the birth-defect
enshrined in its Con-
stitution. This is fod-
der for the toxic iden-
tity politics, it says.
According to the
authors, Snakes in
the Ganga is a meta-
phor for foreign insti-
tutionsmappingideas
of Wokeism to India,
thereby undermining
India's ancient civili-
sational fabric.
Thebookintendsto
inform Indians who
might be supporting
suchwork,oftenunin-
tentionally, without
an in-depth under-
standing of the end
game of these pro-
jects, they say
.
Book explores
forces behind
social conflicts
Capitalism
is making
caste obso-
lete, but it does
not free society
from structural
biases. The new
dynamics brings
challenges as well
as opportunities.
—Excerpt,
Snakes in the Ganga
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Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal
Sharing sweetness globally! Exports
of natural honey from India have
increased to over 4 times between
April - October 2022 as compared to
the same period in 2013.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
Promoting India’s Ayurveda at the
global stage and creating new avenues
of holistic healthcare, PM Shri @
narendramodi ji will dedicate three
National Ayush Institutes to the nation
tomorrow. These will also create
opportunities of employment and self-
employment.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
Just as the light of light
shines in the darkness, so
also the truth shines.
Therefore one should always
follow the path of truth.
—Bhagvad Gita
IN-DEPTH
WITH PT USHA AT
IOA’S HELM,
SPORTS IN FOR
BETTER DAYS
lympian PT Usha, a
BJP nominee, was
elected unopposed to
the Indian Olympic
Association, the first
woman to do so in IOA’s 95-year
history
. A BJP-nominated mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha, Usha is
a multiple medal winner at the
Asian Games and finished
fourth in the 400 m hurdles final
at the 1984 Los Angeles Olym-
pics. Others elected to the IOA
include Ajay Patel of National
Rifle Association of India (sen-
ior vice-president), Olympics
medal-winner Gagan Narang
and Rajlaxmi Singh Deo of the
Rowing Federation of India as
vice-presidents. The appoint-
mentof anewteamof acclaimed
athletes to the nation sports
body will put to rest the contro-
versies dogging the IOA.
The internal squabbling
reached a level where the Inter-
national Olympic Committee
threatened the IOA with suspen-
sion unless it put its house in
order by December. The new IOA
team is the best thing that could
have happened to IOA, provided
Usha proves to be as good an ad-
ministrator as she is an athlete.
TOP TWEETS
O
or the first time
Congress Party’s
victory in
H i m a c h a l
Pradesh is not be-
ing counted as a big one as its
vote share is only marginally
more than that of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
. And
when this victory is com-
pared to the defeat in Gujarat
its significance pales. More
than celebrating its win, the
Congress leaders must be
worried about the future:
How to keep its flock safe
from poachers, how to choose
a legislature party leader ac-
ceptable to all MLAs without
leading to dissidence and
how to keep its promise of
restoring the old pension
scheme. Post result develop-
ments show that overall it is
not too happy a situation for
a party where every leader
either aspires to be a chief
minister or is ready to switch
over for a price. As self-inter-
ests reigned supreme, inter-
ests of the party got pushed
back Congress top brass had
a tough task of choosing a
chief ministerial candidate.
Promises are always easy
to make but difficult to deliv-
er. The one about restoring
the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) is no different.
Himachal Pradesh’s expendi-
ture towards interest pay-
ments, salaries and wages
was Rs 22,463 crore in 2020-21
as against Rs 17,154 crore in
2016-17. The expenditure on
pension in 20-21 totalled Rs
6,088 crore. The incoming rev-
enues are not sufficient to fi-
nancetheoldpensionscheme.
There is also little scope of
creating new sources of rev-
enue in the small hill state.
On the political front, the
Congress government may
remain shaky after the re-
buff to Pratibha Singh. For
this the government’s sta-
bility is more important
than OPS.
HIMACHAL WON’T
BE EASY TO HANDLE
Promises are always easy to
make but difficult to
deliver. The one about
restoring the old pension
scheme (OPS) is no different.
Himachal Pradesh’s
expenditure towards interest
payments, salaries and wages
was Rs 22,463 crore in 2020-
21 as against Rs 17,154 crore
in 2016-17. The
expenditure on pension
in 20-21 totalled Rs
6,088 crore
F
LETTERS
FROM THE
PAST...
George Bernard Shaw was the greatest
English playwright after William
Shakespeare. He was born in 1856 and
died in 1950
K NATWAR SINGH
The author is Former Minister
of External Affairs of India
New Delhi
September 4, 1948
My dear Mr. Shaw,
I do not know why I am writing to you, for we are both busy men and I have no desire to add
to your work. But Devadas Gandhi has sent me a copy of a letter you wrote him on the 16
July and this has produced an urge in me to write to you.
Forty years ago, when I was 18 and an undergraduate at Cambridge, I heard you address a
meeting there. I have not seen you again since then, nor have I ever written to you. But, like
many of my generation, we have grown up in company with your writings and books. I sup-
pose a part of myself, such as I am today, has been
moulded by that reading. I do not know if that would
do you any credit.
Because, in a sense, you have been near to me, or
rather near to my thoughts, I have often wanted to
come in closer touch with you and to meet you. But
opportunities have been lacking and then I felt that
the best way to meeting you was to read what you
had written……
…….. Life has become so cheap that it does not
seem of very much consequence whether a few
criminals are put to death or not. Sometimes one
wonders whether a sentence to live is not the hardest
punishment after all.
I must apologise to you for those of my country-
men who pester you for your views on India. Many
of us have not outgrown our old habit of seeking
testimonials from others. Perhaps that is due to a certain lack of faith in ourselves. Events
have shaken us rather badly and the future does not appear to be as bright as we imagined it
would be.
There is a chance of my going to England for two or three weeks in October next. I would
love to pay you a visit, but certainly not if this means any interference with your daily routine.
I would not come to trouble you with any questions. There are too many questions which fill
the mind and for which there appears to be no adequate answers, or if the answers are there,
somehow they cannot be implemented because of the human beings that should implement
them. If I have the privilege to meet you for a while, it will be to treasure a memory which will
make me a little richer than I am.
Yours Sincerely
Jawaharlal Nehru
George Bernard Shaw,
Ayot Saint Lawrence,
Welwyn, Herts, England.
London,
September 18, 1948
Dear Mr. Nehru,
I was greatly gratified to learn that you were acquainted with
my political writings; and I need hardly add that I should be
honoured by a visit from you, though I cannot pretend that it
will be worth your while to spend an afternoon of your pre-
cious time making the journey to this remote village, where
there is nothing left of Bernard Shaw, but a doddering old
Skelton, who should
have died years ago.
I once spent a week
in Bombay, another in
Ceylon; and that is all
I know at first hand
about India. I was
convinced that Ceylon
is the cradle of the
human race because
everybody there looks
an original. All other
nations are obviously
mass products.
Though I know nothing
about India except
what is in the newspa-
pers. I can consider it objectively because I am not English but
Irish, and have lived through the long struggle for liberation
from England rule, and the partition of the country into Eire
and Northern Ireland, the Western equivalent of Hindustan and
Pakistan. I am as much a foreigner in England as you were in
Cambridge.
I am wondering whether the death of Jinner[sic] will prevent
you from coming to England. If he has no competent succes-
sor you will have to govern whole Peninsula.
Faithfully,
G. Bernard Shaw
H.E The Prime Minister,
New Delhi, India
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU WROTE TO SHAW
ON SEPTEMBER 4 FROM NEW DELHI
365 FROM GEORGE
BERNARD SHAW
Jawahar Lal Nehru with
George Bernard Shaw
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Gandhinagar (PTI):
Bhupendra Patel will
continue as the chief
minister of Gujarat for
a second straight term
with the newly-elected
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLAs electing him as
the leader of the legisla-
tive party at a meeting
here on Saturday
.
After the meeting,
Patel met Governor
Acharya Devvrat at Raj
Bhavan and staked a
claim to form a govern-
ment, two days after the
BJP won a record man-
date in the state elec-
tions by winning 156
seats in the 182-member
House.
He will take oath as
the 18th chief minister
at a function to be held
at the Helipad ground
near the new secretari-
at in Gandhinagar on
December 12, which
will be attended by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah
along with chief minis-
ters of BJP-ruled states,
the BJP had said.
Addressing a press
conference after the leg-
islative party meeting
held at state BJP
headquarters 'Ka-
malam', Patel
said the imple-
mentation of
p r o m i s e s
made in
the BJP's
poll mani-
festo, in-
c l u d i n g
the imple-
mentation of the
Uniform Civil
Code, will be the prior-
ity of his government.
The newly-elected
MLAs met today at 'Ka-
malam,' where the pro-
posal to name Bhupen-
dra Patel as the chief
minister of Gujarat
was unanimously ap-
proved, the BJP said in
a statement.
Patel's name was pro-
posed by MLA Kanu De-
sai and supported by
MLAs Shankar Chaud-
hary, Purnesh Modi,
Manisha Vakil, Raman
Patkar and party chief
whip Pankaj Desai.
Senior BJP leaders
Rajnath Singh, B S Yedi-
yurappa and Arjun
Munda were present at
the meeting as the BJP's
central observers.
Patel said the state
govt and the BJP will
work effectively under
the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Climate
change is knocking on
the doors and people in
poorer nations are go-
ing to pay a “heavier
price” for the degrada-
tion of the environment
President Droupadi
Murmu said on Satur-
day and asserted that
society must now con-
sider the environmental
dimension of justice.
In her address at an
event hosted here by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to
mark Human Rights
Day, she also made a fer-
vent appeal that hu-
mans must learn to
treat nature and biodi-
versity with dignity
and respect.
“I wonder what would
the animals and trees
around us tell us if they
couldspeak.Whatwould
our rivers say about hu-
man history and what
would our cattle say on
the topic of human
rights. We have tram-
pled on their rights for
long and now the results
are before us,” she said.
Just as the concept of
human rights exhorts
societytoconsiderevery
human being as no dif-
ferent, “we should treat
the whole living world
and its habitat with re-
spect”, the President
said, adding, “We must
learn, rather relearn to
treatnaturewithdignity
.
This is not only a moral
duty; let us remember it
is necessary for our own
survival too.”
Human Rights Day is
observed to commemo-
rate the Universal Dec-
laration of Human
Rights (UDHR). It was
approved and pro-
claimed by the United
Nations General As-
sembly on December 10,
1948, as a universally
accepted value-based
document of under-
standing the impor-
tance of the promotion
and protection of hu-
man rights.
The theme of this
year’s Human Rights
Day is ‘Dignity, Free-
dom, and Justice for
All’. This is close to the
ideals expressed in the
Preamble of India’s
Constitution, she said.
“I have said before
that we should strive to
expand the notion of
justice. Over the past
few years, the world has
suffered from a high
number of natural dis-
asters caused by unu-
sual weather patterns.
“Climate change is
knocking on the doors.
People in poorer nations
are going to pay a heavi-
er price for the degrada-
tion of our environ-
ment. We must consider
the environmental di-
mensionof justicenow,”
she said. —With PTI inputs
Must consider environmental dimension of justice now: Prez Murmu
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY CELEBRATION
Bhupendra Patel to continue as
Gujarat CM for second term
Newly-elected BJP MLAs elected Patel as leader of the legislative party at a meeting Shimla (Agencies):
Hours before the Con-
gress on Saturday
picked Sukhwinder Sin-
gh Sukhu as the next
HimachalPradeshchief
minister and Mukesh
Agnihotri as his deputy
,
Sukhu said the party
has been carrying for-
ward former CM Virb-
hadra Singh’s legacy
.
“We are all carrying
forward his (former
Himachal Pradesh CM
Virbhadra Singh) lega-
cy. The Congress party
is moving forward by
ensuring harmony
among all the people.
We are all representing
the Congress party,”
Sukhu said.
According to sources
close to the Congress
high command, only
three leaders Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu,
Mukesh Agnihotri and
Rajinder Rana were in
the race for the Chief
Minister's post.
Sukhu, a former pres-
ident of the Himachal
Pradesh Congress
Committee, is a four-
term legislator and is
considered close to
party leader Rahul
Gandhi, they said.
He was known as a
detractor of Congress
veteran and six-time
chief minister Virbhad-
ra Singh, according to
the sources.
Wearecarrying
forwardVirbhadra’s
legacy,saysSukhu
New Delhi (PTI): Un-
ionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah’s remark at an
election rally in Gujarat
that perpetrators of vio-
lence were “taught a les-
son” in 2002 was not vio-
lative of the model code
of conduct, Election
Commission sources
said on Saturday
.
After going through
the report of the state
chief electoral officer
and seeking legal opin-
ion, the poll panel con-
cluded that referring to
taking action against
“miscreants” was not
violative of the provi-
sions of the poll code.
A former bureaucrat
had moved the poll pan-
el over the statement
Shah made at an elec-
tion rally in Mahudha
town of Kheda district
last month.
In the rally, Shah had
said, “During the Con-
gress rule in Gujarat
(before 1995), commu-
nal riots were rampant.
Congress used to incite
people of different com-
munities and castes to
fight against each other.
Through such riots,
Congress strengthened
its vote bank and did in-
justice to a large section
of the society
.”
He had claimed that
Gujarat witnessed ri-
ots in 2002 because the
perpetrators became
habituated to indulg-
ing in violence due to
the prolonged support
they received from the
Congress.
“But after they were
taught a lesson in 2002,
these elements left that
path (of violence). They
refrained from indulg-
ing in violence from
2002 till 2022. BJP has
established permanent
peace in Gujarat by tak-
ing strict action against
those who used to in-
dulge in communal vio-
lence,” Shah had said.
Shah’s ‘taught a lesson’ remark not violative of poll code
After BJP win
in Bihar key
poll, PK jabs
Nitish Kumar
East Champaran
(PTI): BJP’s victory
in the recently held
Kurhani by-election
inBiharwasareflec-
tion of people’s an-
ger against CM Nit-
ish Kumar and his
‘Mahagathbandhan’
government, politi-
calstrategist-turned-
politician Prashant
Kishor claimed.
Kishor, who is on
a 3,500 km-long pa-
dayatra in the state,
also said that he had
found out during in-
teractions with peo-
ple that they were
fed up with the
“rampant corrup-
tion” in Bihar.
Talking to report-
ers at Ghodasahan
area in Motihari
(East Champaran),
Kishor said, “Peo-
ple are not happy
with the perfor-
mance of the ‘Ma-
hagathbandhan’
government.”
Kolkata (ANI): Leader
of Opposition in West
Bengal Assembly
Suvendu Adhikari on
Saturday slammed the
ruling TMC for an al-
leged attack on a woman
Anganwadi worker in
the North 24 Parganas
district as he claimed
corruption by Mamata
Banerjee'spartyinman-
aging the Pradhan Man-
triAwasYojanaGramin.
He claimed the com-
plaint about the battery
was later “withdrawn
under pressure”. “TMC
miscreants attacked
Anganwadi Worker
Sampa Bose Majumdar
at Anganwadi Centre at
Bermajur-ii Gram Pan-
chayat; Sandeshkhali-ii
Block; North 24 Paraga-
nas District for her Sur-
vey Report on Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana.
The CDPO complains to
the BDO and later with-
draws due to pressure,”
tweeted Adhikari.
Titling PMAYG
SchemeasTMC’shotbed
of corruption, Adhikari
who was once consid-
ered TMC’s next in com-
mand after Mamata Ba-
nerjee, further said,
“TMC leaders are influ-
encing the Surveyors to
enlist their names or
those suggested by them
in Beneficiaries’ list.”
WB: LoP Suvendu Adhikari calls out TMC
over attack on woman Anganwadi worker
Bihar: After losing security
deposit VIP celebrates
Muzaffarpur (PTI):
Vikassheel Insaan Par-
ty (VIP) president
Mukesh Sahani on
Saturday
distributed
sweets in
Kurhani,
the assem-
bly seg-
ment in Bi-
har where his candidate
lost his deposit in the
recent by-poll, as he cel-
ebrated his having be-
come “a factor” in the
state’s politics. The Bol-
lywood set designer-
turned-politician, who
had been propped up by
the BJP only to be
dropped like a hot po-
tato, made it clear that
he will be part of “some
coalition” by the time
the state witnessed an-
other electoral contest.
“BJP’s victory in
Kurhani was men-
tioned by PM Narendra
Modi in his speech at
Delhi,” he said.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh being offered sweets by Bhupendra Patel at the newly-elected BJP
MLAs’ meeting, as party State Chief CR Patil looks on, in Gandhinagar on Saturday. —PHOTO BY ANI
Union Home Minister Amit Shah.  —FILE PHOTO
President Droupadi Murmu and Justice Arun Mishra, Chairperson
of the NHRC lighting lamp at the Human Rights Day celebration,
in New Delhi on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
Gujarat has once
again put its stamp of
approval on the lead-
ership and politics of
development of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and put its trust
in the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party.
—Bhupendra Patel,
Gujarat Chief Minister
BJP TO HOLD MEET ON TRIPURA POLLS
Prashant Kishor
New Delhi: The Supreme Court has granted anticipatory
bail to Amazon Prime Video’s India head Aparna Purohit
in FIRs lodged over web series “Tandav”.
A bench granted the relief after noting that
Purohit has been cooperating in the investi-
gation. “In view of the statement made, we
confirm the interim order and direct that in
the event of the appellant Aparna Purohit
being arrested, she shall be released on bail
by the arresting officer/trial court on terms and conditions
to be fixed by the trial court,” it said.
ANTICIPATORY BAIL TO AMAZON PRIME
VIDEO’S INDIA HEAD APARNA PUROHIT
GANDHIS TO REACH
SHIMLA FROM
SAWAI MADHOPUR
Shimla: The Gandhi fam-
ily will leave for Shimla
on Sunday from Sawai
Madhopur by a charter
plane. Sonia Gandhi, Ra-
hul Gandhi, and Priyanka
Gandhi will reach Sawai
Madhopur by helicopter
at 8:30 am and then leave
for Shimla from Chak
Chainpura airstrip. The
Gandhi family will leave
for Shimla at around
10 am and attend the
swearing-in ceremony of
the new govt in Shimla. 
 —Shivendra Parmar
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has sought Centre's
response on a petition
filed by the National Com-
mission for Women seek-
ing uniform marriageable
age of 18 years for women
and men of all communi-
ties. The response of the
Law Commission has also
been sought by the court.
New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has stayed an order
of the National Green
Tribunal to phase out all
public transport vehicles
with BS-IV (Bharat Stage)
engines and below in
the next six months. A
bench issued notice to
the parties in the case and
sought their replies.
New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT)
has recently sought a
response from the Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) and
others while hearing a
petition regarding the
pollution caused by
slaughterhouses.
Shillong: The Meghalaya
government has filed a
criminal defamation suit
against TMC spokesper-
son Saket Gokhale for
making “deliberate, de-
rogatory and malicious”
claims that a state-owned
tourism firm misappro-
priated over Rs 630 crore
funds.
MARRIAGEABLE
AGE PLEA: GoI’S
RESPONSE SOUGHT
BS-IV VEHICLES: SC
STAYS NGT ORDER
ON PUBLIC VEHICLES
SLAUGHTERHOUSES:
MoEFCC’S REPLLY
SOUGHT BY NGT
DEFAMATION CASE
AGAINST TMC’S
SAKET GOKHALE
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
Bhupendra Patel
IN THE COURTYARD
 


	7. Lusail [Qatar] (ANI):
Argentina  marched
into the semifinals of
the ongoing FIFA World
Cup in Qatar, defeating
the Netherlands 4-3 via
penalties after playing a
thrilling 2-2 stalemate
that got extended to ex-
tra time here at Lusail
Stadium on Saturday
.
In the opening 10
minutes of the match,
the Dutch enjoyed the
bulk of ball possession.
In the eighth minute,
there was one nervous
moment for the Men in
Orange as Dutch keeper
Andries Noppert’s pass
to a defender turned to
be too close to Argenti-
na’s Julian Alvarez in-
side the box, but noth-
ing happened. There
was only one attempt
from both sides and it
came from two-time
champions Argentina,
but it was not on target.
In the 18th minute,
Jurrien Timber gave a
great long pass to Ste-
ven Bergwijn, who was
inside the Argentinian
box, but keeper Emil-
iano Martinez managed
to collect the ball from
the edge of the box.
In 21st minute, Neth-
erlands earned a corner
but the Argentinian box
was cleared out easily
.
Star striker Messi
went for a long-range
goal, wriggling away
from Marten de Roon,
but the shot went well
wide of the goal.
In the 24th minute,
the Netherlands lost a
chance at scoring as
well.
The first half of the
extra time did not yield
any goal, but was filled
with some highly in-
tense action from both
the sides, desperate to
take the lead.
The second half
turned out to be a stale-
mate too and the sec-
ond semifinalist was
now to be decided via
penalties.
FIFA WORLD CUP
Argentina pip Netherlands to storm into semifinals Chattogram (PTI):
The diminutive Ishan
Kishan was delighted to
score the fastest double
hundred in ODI cricket
history but rued about
missing out on a golden
opportunity to become
the first triple centuri-
on in the format.
Playing only his 10th
ODI, the 24-year-old dis-
played fearless batting
as he shattered Chris
Gayle’s record of fastest
(138 balls) double cen-
tury in the format when
he took just 126 balls to
the milestone. India
posted a huge 409 for
eight. He was out for 210
in the 36th over of the
Indian innings.
Argentina-Netherlands match in progress in Qatar on Saturday.
Ishan Kishan celebrates after
completing his double century.
z
z
z
z
HIGH VOLTAGE
Could have got to 300,
says Ishan Kishan
READ
Crucial
Crucial
4 HELD IN ASSAM
WITH 2 L BANNED
YABA TABLETS
Tinsukia (PTI): Four
people were arrested
from Assam’s Cachar
district after banned
Yaba tablets were al-
legedly recovered from
their possession, state’s
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on
Saturday. Acting on a
tip-off, the state police
intercepted a truck in
Cachar on Friday night,
and seized two lakh
Yaba tablets, a narcotic
substance, he said.
MP: MAN KILLS SON
AS HE DISCOVERED
FORMER’S AFFAIR
Dewas (PTI): A
45-year-old man alleg-
edly chopped off his
minor son’s hands and
strangled him to death
after the latter saw him
in a compromising
position with a relative
in MP’s Dewas district,
police said on Saturday.
The incident took place
in Bangarda village on
Monday, while the ac-
cused and his paramour
were arrested on Friday,
the police said.
MAN AND HIS WIFE
FOUND DEAD IN
LAKHIMPUR KHERI
Lakhimpur Kheri (PTI):
A couple was found
dead under mysterious
circumstances here,
police said on Saturday.
The deceased have
been Bhagauti Prasad
Dixit (50) and his wife
Ramrati Devi (45),
residents of Kannapur
village, they said. While
Devi was found lying in
a pool of blood on the
roadside, Prasad was
found hanging from a
nearby tree.
COUPLE KILLED,
DAUGHTER HURT IN
C’GARH MISHAP
Durg (PTI): A couple was
killed and their 12-year-
old daughter seriously
injured when their motor-
cycle fell off an under-
construction flyover on
Durg-Raipur road in
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Saturday. The under-
construction overbridge
on National Highway-53
had no barrier or sign for
diversion to alert motor-
ists, an official said. The
accident took place in
Kumhari town.
CoBRA BATTALION
INSPECTOR HURT IN
J’KHAND IED BLAST
Chaibasa (PTI): An
inspector of CoBRA
battalion was injured
on Saturday after an
improvised explosive
device (IED) went off
during an anti-Maoist
operation in a forest of
Jharkhand’s West Sin-
ghbhum district. A joint
team of CRPF, CoBRA,
Jharkhand Jaguar and
district armed police
personnel was conduct-
ing the operation, when
the incident occurred.
Guwahati (PTI): The
Guwahati Internation-
al Airport Ltd, the Ada-
ni group entity that
operates the LGBI Air-
port, here, has been
granted aerodrome li-
cence by the DGCA for
complete management
of the airport, an offi-
cial statement said on
Saturday.
The licence was
granted by the DGCA
on Friday
, the Guwahati
International Airport
Ltd statement said.
It said the aerodrome
licence has been given
for “ensuring complete
management, opera-
tions and development
of the Lokpriya Gopi-
nath Bordoloi Interna-
tional (LGBI) airport in
accordance with the
concession agreement”.
New Delhi (PTI): With
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi set to inaugu-
rate the Mopa Interna-
tional Airport in Goa
on Sunday, official
sources said the num-
ber of operational air-
ports in the country has
almost doubled from 74
to over 140 since he took
over in 2014.
The Central govern-
ment plans to develop
and operationalise 220
airports in the next five
years, they said.
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has laid a
strong emphasis on
boosting connectivity
and led this initiative
from the front, inaugu-
rating and laying the
foundation stone of
various airports, the
sources said.
New Delhi (ANI): The
annual India-Russia
summit in which Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi was slated to meet
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin is un-
likely to take place this
year due to “scheduling
issues” sources said.
“Reports of PM Modi
notmeetingPutindueto
nuclear threat is base-
less. The meeting is not
taking place due to
scheduling issues,”
sources said. The annu-
al summit between the
Indian Prime Minister
and the Russian Presi-
dent is the highest insti-
tutionalized dialogue
mechanism in the stra-
tegic partnership be-
tween the two countries.
Severalmediareports
speculated that the an-
nual in-person summit
had been cancelled due
to the Russian President
alleged threats to use
nuclear weapons in the
Ukraine war.
“The meeting be-
tween New Delhi and
Moscow is not taking
place due to scheduling
issues,” the sources
said adding that the de-
cision has nothing to do
with the ongoing
Ukraine conflict.
Since 2000, India and
Russia have maintained
an annual summit
mechanism. The last an-
nualsummitwasheldat
the Hyderabad house in
New Delhi in December
2021 in which Putin had
attended in person.
Due to COVID-19, in-
person summits were
not held in 2020.
In 2021 PM Modi, and
Putin held their first
2+2 Ministerial Dia-
logue and also signed
an agreement for the
procurement of 6,01,427
assault rifles AK-203
through Indo-Russia Ri-
fles Pvt Ltd, under the
military-technical co-
operation arrangement
for 2021-31.
Chennai (ANI): Four
people have died across
Tamil Nadu after Cy-
clone Mandous made
landfall off Mamal-
lapuram causing heavy
rainfall in Chennai and
coastalareasof thestate.
CM MK Stalin on Sat-
urday said “So far, four
human fatalities, deaths
of 98 cattle and damage
to 181 residences had
been reported. Other de-
tails were being collect-
ed.” Cyclone Mandous
made landfall late Fri-
day night, crossing the
coast with a wind speed
of 75 km an hour. The
cyclone has now weak-
ened into a deep depres-
sion according to the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
“I inspected the af-
fected areas. Corpora-
tion workers have
worked very well. 4 peo-
ple have lost their lives
in this heavy rainfall. 98
cattle died too. 151 hous-
esandhutsgotdamaged,
other damages are being
calculated,” Stalin said.
Chandigarh (PTI):
Following a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade attack
on a police station in
Punjab’s Tarn Taran
district, state’s Opposi-
tion parties on Satur-
day demanded Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann’s resignation and
said it was the “direct
result” of the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) govern-
ment’s “apathy” in
maintaining law and
order.
On Friday night, a
rocket-propelled gre-
nade was fired at a po-
lice station in the bor-
der district and it hit
the Saanjh Kendra ad-
joining the Sarhali po-
lice station on the Am-
ritsar-Bathinda high-
way
.
This is the second
such incident in the
state in seven months.
In May this year, a rock-
et-propelled grenade
(RPG) was fired at the
Punjab Police’s Intelli-
gence headquarters lo-
cated in Mohali.
Shiromani Akali Dal
chief (SAD) Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Satur-
day said the RPG attack
was a direct result of
the Aam Aadmi Party
government’s “apathy”
in maintaining law and
order.
He asked Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann
to realise the gravity
of the situation and
take some concrete
measures.
“This is the 2nd time
in 6 months police
building attacked with
rocket launcher in Pun-
jab. It’s direct result of
AAP govt’s apathy in
maintaining law  or-
der  allowing narco-
terrorism to raise its
head again. @Bhag-
wantMann should real-
ise gravity of situation
 take concrete meas-
ures,” Sukhbir Badal
tweeted on Saturday
after the incident.
SAD leader Daljit
Singh Cheema sought
Mann’s resignation for
“failing” to maintain
law and order.
BJP national general
secretary Tarun Chugh
alleged that the AAP
government had com-
pletely failed in main-
taining law and order.
Referring to the RPG
attack and also the re-
cent murder of a cloth
merchant in Jalandhar,
Chugh said Mann
should seek an apology
from the people of the
state for “failing” in
discharging his respon-
sibilities.
Chugh asked Mann
to resign if he was un-
able to maintain law
and order in the border
state. Punjab Congress
president Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring
dubbed the incident
“quite serious”.
“Ominous signals.
This is quite serious.
Enemies of peace have
the audacity to attack
police stations. It does
not portend well for
Punjab. We have to fight
against it together. Govt
at the Centre and state
have to take the lead.
Can't take such threats
lightly,” he tweeted.
The AAP govern-
ment has already been
under fire over the
murder of a cloth mer-
chant by unidentified
assailants in Jalandhar
on December 7 and oth-
er crimes.
OPPN PARTIES ATTACK AAP GOVT,
DEMAND MANN’S RESIGNATION
RPG ATTACK ON POLICE STATION IN PUNJAB
Windows are seen broken after a low-intensity blast was hit at
Sarhali Police Station, in Tarn Taran on Saturday. —PHOTO BY ANI
Opposition parties said it was direct
result of AAP govt’s ‘apathy’ in
maintaining law and order in Punjab
CYCLONE MANDOUS
AN ATTEMPT
TO BLEED
INDIA: PUNJAB
DGP YADAV
Tarn Taran (ANI):
After the RPG attack
at a Tarn Taran Police
station, Punjab police
lodged an FIR under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, just
as Khalistani Militant
outfit Sikhs for Justice
(SFJ) claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.
Punjab DGP Gaurav
Yadav, speaking to
reporters after taking
stock of the situation
here said, “An RPG has
hit the Police Subidha
Centre. An FIR under
UAPA has been reg-
istered. The forensic
team has also arrived
at the spot. We are
connecting all loose
ends to reconstruct
what happened.”
He said that there is
a clear indication of
a strategy of foreign
elements to bleed India
through thousand cuts.
Heavy rainfall claimed
4 lives, says MK Stalin
Roof of a bus stop is seen scattered due to the damage caused
by Cyclone Mandous, in Chennai on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
CHENNAI: MANDOUS LEAVES
BEHIND INUNDATED MARINA BEACH
Chennai: Hours after Cyclone Mandous made
landfall, videos from Tamil Nadu showed its
capital's Marina Beach here submerged under at
least a foot of water. The visuals on social media
showed the many public utilities on the beach
bearing brunt of the storm. The joy wheel for
children jutting out of water, shanties covered and
floating as their owners wore sad looks, besides
swings and chairs standing aloof without their oc-
cupants at the famous beach that every day sees
thousands of visitors. While the Saturday pic-
tures showed the beach inundated, Friday it was
all windy with sand blowing around. Water had
reached the main road near the beach. Chennai
and several other parts of Tamil Nadu witnessed
heavy rain and strong winds as the cyclonic storm
crossed the state on Saturday after landfall.
‘Scheduling issues’
put Indo-Russian
talks on back-burner
Narendra Modi  Vladimir
Putin.  —FILE PHOTO
Gautam Adani
 —Representational photo
The meeting
between New
Delhi and
Moscow is not taking
place due to schedul-
ing issues.  —Sources
Adani Group entity
operating Guwahati
airport gets
aerodrome licence
‘No.of operational
airports in country
rise to 140 from
74 since 2014’
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Numerous complaints of congestion have come on social media.
New Delhi (ANI): The
Ministry of Civil Avia-
tionhasorderedvarious
decongestion measures
at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, of-
ficials said on Saturday
.
The move comes in
wake of numerous com-
plaints including on so-
cial media of massive
congestion at the air-
port. On Saturday, a
team of senior officials
of MoCA visited T3 to
inspect each passenger
andbaggagecheckpoint.
The Director General of
theBureauof CivilAvia-
tion will also be visiting
the airport to address
the issue.
“Additional four traf-
fic marshals (totaling to
12 traffic marshals on
ground) have been post-
ed at the departure fore-
court to avoid vehicular
congestion,” said an of-
ficial of MoCA.
He added that aware-
ness posters at the entry
gate for passengers to be
prepared with their
boarding cards have
been erected and eight
persons have been de-
ployed at the entry gate
to help passengers.
Additional X-ray ma-
chines have been in-
stalled at the T3 Domes-
ticTerminalforbaggage
check, the official said.
Congestion woes
grow at IGI airport,
Ministry steps in
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Commodity Price Change % Chg
GOLD 54,305.00 30.00 0.05 (Per 10g)
SILVER 67,365.00 558.00 0.82 (Per 1kg)
COMMODITIES
Currency Price Change % Chg
USDINR 82.28 0.10 0.12
GBPINR 100.76 0.43 0.43
CURRENCIES
Shikhar Dhawan announces $75 mn global investment
New Delhi (AGENCIES):
India opener Shikhar Dha-
wan on Friday announced
that he would be launching
a new 75 million dollars
Global Investment Tech
Fund to focus on innova-
tion across the sports
spectrum.
The Fund, consisting of
a greenshoe option of 25
million dollars, is the first
organised VC fund by an
Asian sportsperson and
the first by an Indian celeb-
rity. The 37-year-old crick-
eter made the announce-
ment during the annual
Abu Dhabi Global Market
(ADGM) Finance Week.
The announcement
made by Dhawan, his part-
ners  team at the LP-GP
Summit by 256 Network (A
private, invite-only organi-
sation of asset allocators)
to an audience congregat-
ing global financial market
leaders from a wide
array of back-
grounds, who gath-
ered at ADGM to
address strategic
macroeconomic
and financial top-
ics that
s h a p e
global,
r e -
gion-
al and industry perspec-
tives and themes for the
years to come.
“Iamelatedtostartanew
innings  embark on this
journey in the world of ven-
ture capital. All this would
nothavebeenpossiblewith-
out the support of my
commercial partners
and the founding
team’scommitmentto
thisfund,inreadiness
for this week’s an-
nouncement and tar-
geted deploy-
ment in Q1
2023-24,”
Dhawan
s a i d
in a release.
“Da One Global Ventures
(DOGV) will go beyond tra-
ditional investing models
and will provide domain
knowledge and unprece-
dented access to the sport-
ing ecosystem across the
globe. We are making a
humble beginning but aim
to scale this to greater
heights and aspire to set
new benchmarks for lead-
ing in Venture Capital,
Sports and Technology. I
have much gratitude to
sports  I look forward to
the contribution of this
fund to the economic
strength and growth of it,”
he added.
The deployment of funds
will be global in nature, as
is the LP community
.
FOR SPORTS TECH FUND
FULL SPECTRUM
OF SPORTS
z Dhawan has established
a globally enriched and
seasoned founding team
who will lead the fund’s
investment thesis across the
spectrum of Sports
z This will also include
technology, esports,
gaming, web3  more. The
deployment of funds will be
global in nature
business
BRIEFS
San Francisco: Microsoft
has announced that it has
acquired Lumenisity Lim-
ited, a leader in next-gen-
eration hollow core fibre
(HCF) solutions. Lu-
menisity’s innovative and
HCF product can allow
fast, reliable and secure
networking for global, en-
terprise and large-scale
organisations, the tech gi-
ant said. A wide range of
industries including
healthcare, financial ser-
vices, manufacturing, re-
tail, and government, can
gain benefit from this-
technology.  —PTI
MICROSOFT
ACQUIRES FIRM
LUMENISITY LIMITED
Kolkata: The aim of dou-
bling the asset under man-
agement to Rs 80 lakh
crore can be met earlier
than the targeted year of
2027, if the mutual fund
sector is allowed to man-
age pension, provident and
insurance funds, an indus-
try body official said on
Saturday. The Association
of Mutual Funds in India
also anticipated that AMC
Repo Clearing Ltd (ARCL)
will become operational
from January 2023, which
will provide a fillip to the
wholesale corporate debt
market. AMFI is also plan-
ning to launch a portal that
will do analytics of the en-
tire mutual fund industry
in a structured way. —PTI
MF INDUSTRY SEEKS
MANAGEMENT OF
PROVIDENT FUND
London: Quick grocery
delivery platform Getir
has announced that it is
acquiring its German rival
platform Gorillas in a deal
that has been reported to
be around $1.2 billion.
The Financial Times first
reported that Getir has
closed the acquisition of
its competitor. Turkey-
based Getir didn’t dis-
close financial details for
the deal but said in a
statement that it “under-
scores how Getir leads
consolidation in this
sector.” —PTI
GETIR ACQUIRES
GROCERY APP RIVAL
GORILLAS FOR $1.2BN
Mumbai: Electricals and
home appliances player V-
Guard Industries on Friday
said it will acquire Sun-
flame Enterprises for Rs
660 crore in an all-cash
deal. The acquisition will
help V-Guard scale up its
kitchen appliances busi-
ness while also unlocking
synergy benefits. The ac-
quisition is in line with V-
Guard’s strategy to be-
come a significant player
in the domestic kitchen ap-
pliances segment. Sun-
flame has a large brand
portfolio which includes
cooktops, chimneys, kitch-
en appliances etc.  —PTI
V-GUARD TO ACQUIRE
SUNFLAME FOR
` 660 CRORE
*Rates till the edition went to print.
NEXT FEDERAL RATE
HIKE WILL AMPLIFY
RECESSION: ELON MUSK
San Francisco :Twitter CEO
Elon Musk on Saturday said that
the next US Federal Reserve
rate hike will
amplify the
recession. “If
the Fed raises
rates again
next week, the recession will be
greatly amplified,” he said in a
tweet. Several users expressed
their thoughts on Musk’s post.
Last month, Musk had said that
the US economy was inching
towards a severe recession, and
the Federal Reserve needs to
stop hiking interest rates.  —PTI
BMW EXPECTS SALES
MOMENTUM TO
CONTINUE NEXT YEAR
New Delhi: With 2022 turning
out to be the best ever year in
terms of sales, luxury car-
maker BMW
India expects
volume to
remain robust
in 2023 as well
as it looks to drive in multiple
products, including electric
sedan i7. The carmaker, which
sells products under BMW and
Mini brands in the car segment
and bikes under BMW Motor-
rad, is all set to introduce eight
products over the next eight
weeks in the country.  —PTI
OTHER STORIES
NTPC DECLARES COMMERCIAL OPERATION
AT ETTAYAPURAM SOLAR PV PROJECT IN TN
Tamil Nadu: State-owned NTPC Ltd has commenced the commercial
operation of its solar photo-voltaic project in Tamil Nadu.With this, the
standalone installed and commercial capacity of NTPC Ltd has become
57,801.27 MW while the group installed
capacity grew to 70,416.27 MW, the com-
pany said on Saturday. According to the
company, the 230MW Ettayapuram solar
PV project is being developed under the
Central Public Sector Undertaking (CPSU)
scheme Phase-II Tranche-I of the Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy.The project was won by NTPC through
the Viability Gap Funding based competitive bidding done by Solar
Energy Corporation of India Ltd in 2019.  —PTI
‘Centre-statebodiesneededinagri,digieco’
New Delhi (ANI): The phi-
losophy of the good work-
ing of the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST) council can
be replicated across other
sectors of the Indian econ-
omy
, including agriculture,
the social sector and more
importantly the digital
economy
, stated NK Singh,
Chairman, Fifteenth Fi-
nance Commission.
Speaking at CII Global
Economic Policy Summit
in New Delhi, Singh noted
that the active participa-
tion of the Indian states
would be critical for meet-
ing India’s net zero commit-
ments. He added that mini-
mising the degree of risks
in this transition would be
a key priority area and that
it is important to work out
a mechanism in which the
states could become active
participants in the process.
He was speaking at the
session ‘Centre-State Part-
nerships: Reforms, Ex-
ports, Sustainability’ at the
event, organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry
.
“The orderly movement
from the era of fossil fuels
to renewable energy is a
daunting challenge,” Sin-
gh stated. In the context of
decarbonisation, he said
that the important deci-
sion to be taken would be
on the kind of taxes which
can be levied and the ben-
efits these taxes would
bring in facilitating decar-
bonisation.
All taxes on fossil fuels
must be designed to facili-
tate India’s transition to a
green economy
. In this con-
text, the “changing pat-
terns of agriculture will be
central to reducing fossil
fuels and helping in the
green transition”.
On India’s exports, Sin-
gh said that 80 per cent of
India’s exports come from
only six states, with 22
states having negligible
contributions to India’s
overall exports. “Harness-
ing and augmenting India’s
export capabilities re-
quires incentivisation”
Singh emphasised.
URBANISATION
Urbanisation is an important
engine of growth, but disor-
derly patterns of urbanisation
could have downsides in terms
of growth potential, Singh
cautioned. Noting that incubating
new urban cities is an aspect that
deserves significant attention,
he suggested that a robust grant
for seed capital can facilitate the
creation of new cities, which
the ministry of urban develop-
ment must consider for reducing
unplanned urbanisation. The
chairman of Fifteenth Finance
Commission also suggested that
property tax could be an impor-
tant source of revenue for the
urban local bodies, which face
significant difficulties in terms of
raising significant revenues.
AIR INDIA CLOSE TO SIGNING DEAL FOR
150 BOEING 737 MAX JETS, SAYS REPORT
Mumbai(FIB): Air India
is close to signing an order
with Boeing Co to acquire
up to 150 737 Max jets, the
ET reported on Saturday,
citing sources. The Tata
Group-owned Indian car-
rier will likely place a firm
order for 50 737 Max planes
with an option to pick up
as many as 150.
Industry sources had
said in July that Air India
was moving closer to a de-
cision on a mega order
worth $50 billion at list
prices to be split between
Airbus and Boeing, which
included up to 300 narrow-
body and 70 widebody jets.
The reported order
would be a win for Boeing,
which is looking to boost
its capacity in India to
keep pace with rising
demand in the world’s
fastest-growing major
aviation market.
Boeing’s last mega order
in India came in 2021 when
low-cost airline Akasa
struck a deal to buy 72 737
MAX jets, valued at nearly
$9 billion at list prices.
Indian skies are domi-
nated by low-cost carriers
including IndiGo, SpiceJet
and AirAsia, with majori-
ty of them operating Air-
bus narrowbody planes.
SpiceJet, Boeing’s biggest
customer in India, has 155
MAX planes on order.
BUSINESS
EXPANSION
This would be a win for Boeing
as it was looking to boost its
capacity in India to keep pace
with rising demand in the
world’s fastest-growing major
aviation market
Indian Overseas
Bank revises
interest rates on
domestic currency
Chennai (PTI): Public sec-
tor Indian Overseas Bank
has revised the interest
rates on its domestic, for-
eign currency non-resident
(banking) term deposits
with immediate effect, the
city-based lender said. De-
positors of domestic, non-
resident external would re-
ceive interest rates up to
7.30% by opening a term
deposit with a tenure of 444
days and up to 7.25% for a
period of 3 yrs and above,
Indian Overseas Bank said.
Foreign currency deposi-
tors shall be paid an inter-
est rate up to 4.25% by open-
ing FCNR (B) term deposits
with the bank, it said.
Panaji (PTI): Withacapac-
ity of handling 44 lakh pas-
sengers per annum, which
is scalable to 330 lakh, the
greenfield international
airport at Mopa in North
Goa is expected to stimulate
thestate’sGDPandincrease
job opportunities, the air-
port management said.
GMR Goa International
Airport Limited, in a series
of tweets, said the facility
will boost the socio-eco-
nomic development of the
state. The airport has a ca-
pacity to handle 44 lakh
passengers per annum,
which is scalable up to 330
lakh, it added. The compa-
ny said the new facility will
stimulate the state’s GDP
and in turn, increase job
opportunities. The air-
port, which is named as
New Goa International Air-
port till the Union Civil
Aviation Ministry finalises
a name for it, has adopted
best-in-class technologies.
The company said 3-D
monolithic precast technol-
ogy has been used for the
construction of aviation
skill development centre
and the police station.
New Goa airport to
stimulate state’s GDP
Indian-origin
Nihar Malaviya
named interim
CEO of New
York based firm
New York (PTI):Nihar
Malaviya, an Indian-
origin publishing exec-
utive, has been named
interim CEO of New
York-basedinternation-
al publishing group
Penguin Random
House after its current
chief executive officer
Markus Dohle an-
nounced he is stepping
down from the role.
Malaviya, who has
been President and
Chief Operating Offic-
er of the publisher’s
American division Pen-
guin Random House US
since 2019, will assume
the role of Interim CEO
of Penguin Random
House starting Janu-
ary 1, 2023, the publish-
er’s parent company
Bertelsmann said.
Malaviya, who will
report to Bertelsmann
CEO Thomas Rabe, will
join the Bertelsmann’s
Group Management
Committee (GMC), as
well as continue to be a
member of the Penguin
Random House Global
Executive Committee.
“Following Malavi-
ya’s appointment, the
GMC will comprise 20
top executives of eight
different nationalities,”
the statement said.
Gurugram (PTI): Global
relocation company PM Re-
locations (PMR) will invest
up to Rs 150 crore over the
next three years to expand
its business, its CEO
Aakanksha Bhargava
has said. The company is
also expecting to double its
revenues to over Rs 200
crore in the ongoing finan-
cial year, Bhargava said.
The Gurugram-based
firm, which is into relocat-
ingcommercialandhousing
spaces, had clocked Rs 100
crore in 2021-22. On the com-
pany’s investment plan, the
CEOsaid:“Wewillinvestup
to Rs 150 crore over the next
three years to expand our
business”. The amount will
be utilised to upgrade tech-
nology, set up the physical
infrastructure and towards
marketing and branding
purposes, she said.
“It will be our own fund-
ing. We are not going to
raise it from the market,”
the CEO added.
‘PM Relocations to invest `
150 cr to expand business’
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JeM militant commander Ashiq
Nengroo’s house demolished
Srinagar (PTI): The
residence of Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) mili-
tant commander Ashiq
Nengroo was demol-
ished by the authorities
in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district
on Saturday, officials
said. The two-storey
house at New Colony in
Rajpora had come up on
state land, the official
claimed. It was demol-
ished by the district ad-
ministration in the
presence of police.
Nengroo is a wanted
JeM commander and an
accused in the 2019 Pul-
wama attack in which
40 CRPF personnel
were killed. In April
this year, the central
government declared
Nengroo as a “designat-
ed terrorist” under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.
In a notification, the
Union home ministry
said Nengroo has been
involved in infiltration
of terrorists into JK
and also responsible for
various terror inci-
dents in JK. He is run-
ning a terror syndicate
and is now “engaged in
a perilous campaign to
orchestrate terror in
Jammu and Kashmir”,
remote controlled from
Pakistan, the ministry
had said.
Meanwhile, militant
outfit The Resistance
Front (TRF) opposed
the demolition of the
house and threatened
officials and police per-
sonnel with “dire con-
sequences.”
Nengroo (above) is an accused
in the 2019 Pulwama attack
in which 40 CRPF persoonel
were killed. (L) The two-
storey house at New Colony
in Rajpora being demolished
by the district administration
Pulwama on Saturday.
Srinagar (PTI): The
National Investigation
Agency has put up posters
in many parts of Kashmir
seeking information about
four militants of The
Resistance Front (TRF),
a front organisation of
Lashkar-e-Taiba, officials
said on Saturday.
The four militants,
including two Pakistani
nationals, are wanted by
the NIA in connection with
a conspiracy to radicalise
and recruit youths to carry
out violence in India. The
probe agency has already
announced a cash reward
of Rupees 10 lakh for each
of the four militants.
Officials said the posters
seek information about
Pakistani nationals Saleem
Rehmani alias ‘Abu Saad’
of Nawab Shah, Sindh,
and Saifullah Sajid Jatt of
Shangamanga in Kasur,
and their local associates
Sajjad Gul of Srinagar and
Basit Ahmad Dar of Red-
wani Payeen in Kulgam
district.The NIA has given
its email address, phone
numbers and WhatsApp
numbers for the public to
share information.
NIA PUTS UP POSTERS SEEKING INFO ABOUT 4 MILITANTS
First India Bureau
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the Goa
satellite centre of All
India Institute of Ayur-
veda on Sunday. With
this, the satellite centre
in Goa will open doors
of education in the field
of Ayurveda for stu-
dents of the Konkan
and nearby areas.
The institute’s loca-
tion in Goa will provide
some of the best ter-
tiary care facilities such
as Panchakarma and
will play a catalytic role
in making the state a
hub of medical tourism.
The All-India Insti-
tute of Ayurveda in
New Delhi has already
made its mark in public
healthcare infrastruc-
ture in form of a ter-
tiary care centre that
has benefited as many
as 15 lakh patients in
the last five years. The
Centre in New Delhi
provides treatment
across 36 specialty are-
as including pancha-
karma, diet, lifestyle,
yoga, and ayurveda and
diagnostic technology
.
“Similar services
will now be available in
Goa. While the biodi-
versity and the medici-
nal plants found in the
region will benefit the
practice of Ayurveda,
the centre in Goa will
also boost medical tour-
ism in the country,”
said Professor (Dr) Ta-
nuja Manoj Nesari, Di-
rector of AIIA.
PM to inaugurate Goa centre
of Ayurveda institute today
The AIIA’s centre in Goa,
under the AYUSH Ministry, will
provide 50% subsidy in fees to
students belonging to Goa.
ABOUT AIIA
AIIA, the apex institute of
Ayurveda in India, is an
autonomous institute under
the Ministry of AYUSH which
aims at bringing synergy be-
tween the traditional wisdom
of Ayurveda and modern
tools and technology. The
institute has 25 specialty
departments, 12 clinics
with 8 inter-disciplinary
research laboratories and an
international collaborative
centre for global promotion
and research in Ayurveda.
The cardinal aim of Ayurveda
is to restore the balance be-
tween body, mind and spirit.
New Delhi (PTI): Flats,
jewellery, cash, coal
washeries and plots be-
longing to arrested
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment bureaucrats like
Chief Minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel’s Deputy
Secretary Saumya
Chaurasia, IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi and
others have been at-
tached in the coal levy
scam money launder-
ing case, the ED said.
The assets are worth
a total Rs 152.31 crore,
the ED said. The frozen
assets include 65 prop-
erties belonging to coal
trader and “main king-
pin” Suryakant Tiwari,
21 properties of Chaur-
asia, a powerful bureau-
crat posted in the CMO,
and five assets of
2009-batch IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi apart
from that of another
coal businessman,
Sunil Agarwal and
some others.
“The properties in-
clude cash, jewellery,
flats, coal washeries
and plots of land locat-
ed in Chhattisgarh,”
the ED said.
All the four, apart
from another business-
man Laxmikant Tiwari
(uncle of Suryakant Ti-
wari), have been arrest-
ed by the ED in the case.
ED attaches flats,
plots, jewellery, cash
of Chhattisgarh CM’s
Dy Secy, IAS officer
21 properties of Saumya
Chaurasiya (above) have been
attached by the ED.
The Resistance
Front opposes,
threatens police
 offcials of ‘dire
consequences’
Ziauddin Khan, Jayati
Mishra, Dinesh Tiwari,
Bhanwar S Charan 
Bhawani S Hada
Bundi: With hands
around their neck, Ra-
hul Gandhi walked
with sanitation workers
on the 6th day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Ra-
jasthan’s Bundi on Sat-
urday. Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, PCC
chief Govind Singh Do-
tasra, Rajasthan Sports
Minister Ashok Chan-
dna along with senior
Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhary,
many ministers and
MLAs participated in
the yatra. Earlier in the
day, gurus of different
religions also came to
meet Rahul. He talked
to them about the coun-
try’s scenario and of
Rajasthan.
Pachpadra MLA
Madam Prajapat
walked barefoot in the
yatra over the demand
of making Pachpadra a
district. The yatra cov-
ered a distance of 23.50
kilometers on Saturday
.
Rahul walks with arms around sanitation workers
6TH DAY OF BHARAT JODO YATRA IN RAJ
Rahul Gandhi walks with sanitation workers during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Bundi on Saturday. Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot and
Raj PCC chief Govind Singh Dotasra also seen. —PHOTO BY ANI
Leaders of different religious sects also
talked and walked with Rahul
Priyanka to join Yatra on Tuesday,
when only women will accompany Rahul
A simple action with powerful results
is to say things you mean. Be a person
of your word- Watch your life change.
—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal held a
virtual review meeting with party lead-
ers regarding Gujarat poll results. In this
meet, He rebuked lead-
ers of survey agencies
who were saying that
'AAP's vote share in Guj
is going to be at least
20%.'It couldn’t even
touch 13% mark. Kejri
said that 'Be it Gopal
Italia or Isudan Gadhvi,
they had accepted before polls that they
are big leaders, here they got cheated.'
He told party cadre that the big challenge
is to save our 5 MLAs who have won,
from joining BJP. Keep a constant eye on
them, otherwise, there will be no differ-
ence between us and the Congress.
Mirch Masala
FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIAL
BY TRIDIB RAMAN
The author is a journalist and political
commentator and views expressed are his personal
CHANCES OF RESHUFFLE IN THE UNION CABINET
...AND FINALLY
Odisha's Padampur
assembly seat may
have been won by the
ruling BJD in the state,
but the BJP's rapid rise in
the state has put the big
strategists of the party on
their nerves. BJD candi-
date defeated his nearest
rival of BJP by about
42,000 votes, while BJD's
traditional rival Congress
lost here as its candidate
Satyabhushan Sahu could
collect only 1.75 percent
votes for himself and
forfeited his security.
After the result, Naveen
Patnaik had a long chat
with his PS and advisor
VK Pandian  discussed
the strategy for the 2024
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections. Pandian clearly
believed that 'the rapid
expansion of the BJP in
the state is a danger bell
for the BJD.' So Pandian
told Naveen that 'if he
has to defeat the BJP,
he himself should do as
much as possible and
hold public meetings.'
Even so, for the first
time in two years in the
Padampur by-election,
Naveen Patnaik had held
a public meeting.
There are speculations that very soon
a major reshuffle is going to happen
in the Modi cabinet. If sources are to
be believed, the 'report cards' of
the Ministers have been prepared
on the basis of their performance.
It is also being heard that this
time many heavyweight Ministers
may lose their wickets. The two
young Ministers may have
to pay the price for
their high-spirited
words. Manoj Tiwari
or Gautam Gambhir
can be made a
Minister on the
basis of Delhi
civic elections, and the word is that
Meenakshi Lekhi is also in danger. The
reshuffle speculations have also
got a fillip from the fact that the
Saffron MPs are constantly
seeking time to meet Home
Minister Amit Shah. When a
famous UP MP came out after
meeting the Home Minister
on Friday, the spirits were
high, and it is said
that they are hope-
ful that this time
around they have
joined the queue
to become a
Minister!
Former Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi's 'Khichdi Panchayat' is believed to
have played an important role in ensuring BJP's unexpected victory in UP's
Rampur by-election. Naqvi came up with his unique concept of
'Khichdi Panchayat' in Muslim- dominated areas of Rampur. The
total number of Muslim, Yadav and Dalit voters in Rampur, which
is considered a bastion of Samajwadi Party and Azam Khan, is
around 65 percent. In this by-election, Naqvi organised 'Khichdi
Panchayats' in every village there, without a stage, without
speech, sat among the people on the ground and listened to
them and spoke, this formula became a hit. It has to be seen when
Naqvi is able to cook his 'Khichdi'.
Himachal has brought a cool breeze of peace
for Congress which is drowning in the political
maelstrom of uncertainty. Since almost all important
decisions of Himachal polls were taken by Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra from Cong point of view, it is believed
that she will play the most important role in electing
State’s new CM. Soon after poll results of Himachal,
Rani Sahiba i.e. late Virbhadra Singh's wife Pratibha
Singh called Priyanka and said that 'this is the true
tribute of people of Himachal to their late Raja Sahib
(Virbhadra Singh), this victory should be celebrated'.
In a way Rani Sahiba presented her family's claim
for CM’s post that either she or her son Vikramaditya
Singh should get the reins of Himachal. It is said that
on this, Priyanka told Rani Sahiba that 'Vikramaditya is
still very young, he will have to learn to lead, we would
definitely like to take him in the next cabinet.' There
is a lot of uproar in the Congress regarding Pratibha
Singh that she will contest from Mandi parliamentary
seat. The performance of Congress in
Mandi area in these polls hasn’t been
that great, so the party doesn’t want
to take any risk in this regard. Soon
after, Priyanka received a call from
ex- state president Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu, who claimed that he
has the support of 10 party MLAs. If
sources are to be believed, Priyanka
told Sukhu that once panel report
comes, she will talk to him.
RANI SAHIBA'S INVITATION TO THE
GANDHI FAMILY
On December 8, when Rani Sahiba Pratibha
Singh called Priyanka Gandhi, she had also urged
her during the conversation that since tomorrow
(December 9) is the birthday of Sonia Gandhi, we
invite the whole family to Himachal Pradesh. We
invite you, Sonia ji and Rahul ji to come here and visit
Mata Chintpurni or Jwala Devi, take her blessings and
also start the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. Reportedly,
Priyanka said that 'Gandhi family always keeps both
personal and professional lives separate. Mother's
birthday will remain a private event of the family.'
After this, the Gandhi family came to
Rajiv Gandhi's favorite place Rantham-
bore National Park on the occasion of
Sonia's 'birthday'. Rahul also reached
Ranthambore after taking a break
from his Bharat Jodo Yatra and the
family celebrated Sonia's 76th
birthday there while also enjoy-
ing a Tiger Safari.
DID PRIYANKA DECIDE ON THE NEXT
HIMACHAL CHIEF MINISTER?
AAfter becoming the National Presi-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge has taken
some big decisions related to the organi-
sation. Shakti Singh Go-
hil, has been promoted
and made in-charge of
Haryana. Kumari Selja,
who was an important
part of G-23, has been
appointed as General
Secretary as well as in-
charge of Chhattisgarh.
While Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel
wanted a Brahmin leader as the in-
charge. On the other hand, meeting Selja
is a difficult task for the common work-
ers, they have to apply long in advance
to meet her, only after that she decides
whom she wants to meet or not.
AAP SUPREMO ARVIND
KEJRIWAL'S REGRET
QUESTIONS ON KHARGE'S
SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS
WORRIED PATNAIK
TO APPROACH
THE PUBLIC
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“Success is not final, Failure is not fatal, it
is the courage to continue that counts”
shares dazzling beauty, Jasmine Mahindroo
from Gurugram who is also one of the
finalists of the First India Queen during a
chit-chat with City First!
he secret
of your
success is
d e t e r -
mined by
your daily
a g e n d a ,
believes Jasmine
Mahindroo from
Gurugram, Hary-
ana who is also one
of the finalists of
the First India
Queen. She is also
a perfect example
of how the world
needs good women
who can stand to-
gether, not against
one another; be-
cause when wom-
en unite, amazing
things happen.
While sharing
her bitter-
sweet jour-
ney to City
First, the
diva ex-
pressed,
“Excus-
es will al-
ways be
there for you. Op-
portunity won’t,
and that is what I
follow in my life to
achieve something
big. Also, I would
like to Thank
Jagdeesh Chandra
Sir for giving me
an opportunity to
be a part of First
India Queen, with-
out Sir’s support I
would have never
witnessed being a
part of such a big
pageant.”
According to the
ravishing beauty,
she is a girl whose
success mantra is
to follow her
dreams accompa-
nied by success in
real life, For her
success is not fi-
nal, failure is not
fatal: it is the cour-
age to continue
that Counts in life.
Talking more
about her personal
life the beauty
shared, “I belong
to a Punjabi family
and I am born and
brought up in Gu-
rugram, where I
live with my father
Prince Mahindroo,
mother Hemlata
Mahindroo and el-
der brother Sagar-
deep Mahindroo.”
While sharing
her career choices
Jasmine adds,
“Besides my stud-
ies, I am a student
in the final year of
BA Hons (History)
at Delhi Universi-
ty. After complet-
ing my graduation
I am planning to
en roll on a Three-
year L.Lb. pro-
gram. I am also
interested in be-
coming a success-
ful model and
would also like to
act in TV series
and if possible on
the big screen
also.”
MRIDULA SHARMA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
T
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WAY TO
AND
THINGS
CLIMBING
CLIMBING
BIGGER
BIGGER
BETTER
BETTER
INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY IS CELEBRATED ANNUALLY ON DECEMBER 11 TO
CREATE AWARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF MOUNTAINS TO LIFE, TO
HIGHLIGHT THE OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS IN MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT,
AND TO BUILD ALLIANCES THAT WILL BRING POSITIVE CHANGE TO MOUNTAIN
PEOPLES AND ENVIRONMENTS. AS WE CELEBRATE THIS DAY, CITY FIRST
HIGHLIGHTS A FEW SECRETS OF WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAINS!
here are few
things on
Earth as in-
t i m i d at i n g
and equally
fascinating as
mountains.
From small,
but perfectly
formed peaks to grand
monoliths rising tall
into the sky, mountains
come in all shapes and
sizes.
Women move moun-
tains is the theme of this
year’s International
Mountain Day on De-
cember 11. Women play
a key role in environ-
mental protection and
social and economic de-
velopment in mountain
areas. They are often the
primary managers of
mountain resources,
guardians of biodiver-
sity, keepers of tradi-
tional knowledge, custo-
dians of local culture
and experts in tradition-
al medicine.
Increasing climate
variability, coupled with
a lack of investment in
mountain agriculture
and rural development,
has often pushed men to
migrate elsewhere in
search of alternative
livelihoods. Women have
therefore taken on many
tasks formerly done by
men, yet mountain wom-
en are often invisible
due to a lack of decision-
making power and une-
qual access to resources.
MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
T
KIRKJUFELL, ICELAND (1,519FT/463M)
We’ve all heard of Everest and
Fuji, and while these peaks are
mesmerising in their own ways,
Kirkjufell in Iceland is altogether
more ethereal. The gorgeous
mountain can be found on the is-
land’s western coastline, an area
defined by crystalline fjords, geo-
thermal pools and dynamic water-
falls. And while it might be the
smallest on our list, it’s the most
photographed peak in all of Ice-
land due to its incredible beauty
and the Northern Lights that of-
ten dance in the night sky above.
NEW DELHI | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022
MOUNT EVEREST, HIMALAYAS, NEPAL
AND TIBET (29,028FT/8,848M)
You simply cannot talk about the
world’s mountains and not mention
Mount Everest. The mother of all
mountains, it rises so high, you’d need
almost 11 Burj Khalifas (the world’s
tallest building) to match its height.
Located right on the border of Nepal
and Tibet, an autonomous region
within China, the first recorded ascent
up this incredible mountain was com-
pleted by Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay as recently as 1953.
THREE SISTERS, BLUE MOUNTAINS, NEW
SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA (3,024FT/922M)
Tangles of native bushland, waterfalls, for-
ested valleys, cliffs and caves – the scenery in
the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage
Area is nothing short of spectacular. The ar-
ea’s most famous landmark is the Three Sis-
ters. According to an Aboriginal legend, the
towering rocks represent three sisters –
Meehni, Wimlah and Gunnedoo – who were
turned to stone for protection.
TABLE MOUNTAIN, SOUTH AFRICA (3,558FT/1,084M)
Watching over the South African city of Cape Town,
there’s no doubt Table Mountain is one of the most famous
in the world. Known for its distinctive shape, as the name
suggests, it’s actually one of the planet’s oldest peaks at
more than 200 million years old. The first recorded ascent
also happened a while back – Portuguese explorer António
de Saldanha conquered it in the early 16th century
.
EL CAPITAN, CALIFORNIA, USA (3,000FT/914M)
The grande dame of Yosemite National Park (along
with Half Dome to the east), El Capitan rises proud-
ly from the western side of the Yosemite Valley. Its
granite face appears near vertical – a result of gla-
cial action that shaped many of the mountains with-
in the national park. El Capitan, meaning the cap-
tain, is indeed a fitting name for the monolith.
MOUNT SINAI, EGYPT (7,496FT/2,285M)
Traditionally known as Jabal Musa,
Mount Sinai is one of the Earth’s most
mysterious mountains. An otherworldly
Mars-like landscape, the mountain is lo-
cated in the Sinai Peninsula and is
thought to be the biblical Mount Sinai.
One of the most sacred locations in the
Jewish, Christian and Islamic religions,
this is the place where Moses received the
Ten Commandments in the Bible.
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CITY FIRST
aurav Gaur, director
of Elite Miss Ra-
jasthan celebrated
his birthday with
much fervour
and enthu-
siasm at
Labrass, Diggy
Palace, Jaipur on
Friday
, December
9. The day also
marked the birth-
day of dazzling
beauty Rutvi Ti-
wari.
Jagdeesh Chan-
dra reached to
bless the duo on
the occasion and
wished them
huge success.
Various who’s
who of the city
including super-
model  actress
Akanksha Bhal-
la, Shrishti Khatri
andAsthaKhandel-
wal along with vari-
ous models, friends
and family reached
to greet them.
Gaurav Gaur on
the occasion said, “I am
overwhelmed by the love and
blessings bestowed upon me.
I want to express my grati-
tude to Jagdeesh Chandra
sir for making my birthday
so memorable”
The overwhelmed birthday
girl said, “I am blessed to cel-
ebrate my special day with
Gaurav Gaur and my EMR
fam, truly a great day it was.”
Gaurav Gaur has come a
long way in establishing him-
self in the fashion, glamour
and entertainment industry.
He organises various fashion
shows in cities like Jaipur,
Delhi, Mumbai, and Udaipur
etc and huge supporter of
young dreamers, who want to
make their name in the world
of fashion, he usually pro-
motes local Rajasthani tal-
ents. He adds up more shim-
mer to the already glamorous
industry
. Apart from acing in
distinctive fields, he has
showcased his creative side
by acting in two feature films
and featuring in nine music
videos, including a cameo in
the popular tele serial Hum
Paanch.
GRANDBIRTHDAYBASH!
Jagdeesh Chandra with (L-R) Varunavi Singh, Vinnie, Astha Khandelwal, Akanksha Bhalla, Gaurav Gaur, Sheena Parashar and Shweta
Jagdeesh Chandra cuts the cake with birthday boy Gaurav Gaur and birhday girl
Rutvi Tiwari. Also seen are Akanksha Bhalla, Aastha Khandelwal and JD Maheshwari
(L-R) Shweta Raje, Neelanjana, Rutvi Tiwari,
Aastha Khandelwal and Sheena Parashar
Saksham Dhawan and Rutvi Tiwari Gaurav Gaur and Aakriti Sanweliya
Yoshita, Aakriti, Bhagyashree and Priya
Gaurav Gaur and Akanksha Bhalla
(L-R) Aashish Sharma, Shrishti Khatri, Nupur Jhankal,
Gaurav Gaur, Sonaxi Chanana and Bharat Ahuja
Priya Arora
(L-R) JD Maheshwari, Haneet Singh, Nupur Jhankal
and Rinku Singh Gurjar
(L-R) Manan Madan, Gaurav Gaur, Poonam Madan,
Toshi Vijay and Chahak Bandula
(Top to down) Shrishti Khatri,
Akanksha Bhalla, Riya Sain
and Yashasvi Saraswat
Gaurav Gaur and Rutvi Tiwari
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