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	1. Renni Abraham
Mumbai: The  BJP high
command in new Delhi
has prescribed fresh
faces in the Maharash-
tra council of ministers
in interactions with
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis over
Friday and Saturday
.
While Fadnavis told
reporters on Saturday
that the series of meet-
ings, with Union Minis-
ters Amit Shah (Home),
Rajnath Singh (De-
fence), Ashwini
Vaishnaw (Railways),
BJP national president
JP Nadda and then,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi were courtesy
calls, nothing could be
further than the truth.
PM Modi assured the
Maharashtra duo of un-
limited funding for de-
velopment projects in
the state without any
hitches whatsoever. The
PM encouraged the CM
and Dy CM to focus
their work on the ‘Hin-
dutva and development’
model for their tenure
until state assemblies.
“It is correct to say
that the Maharashtra
leaders met the BJP
leadership to solicit
their blessings for the
new government. How-
ever, the PM and HM
certainly offered them
advice on  Turn to P6
PM Modi promises unlimited funds for development
CM Eknath Shinde, Dy CM Fadnavis
gain firm promise of finance, advice
on Hindutva agenda for 2024
CM Eknath Shinde met PM Narendra Modi, in New Delhi on
Saturday. —ANI PHOTO
It is correct to
say that the Ma-
harashtra lead-
ers met the BJP leader-
ship to solicit their bless-
ings for the new govern-
ment. However, the PM
and HM certainly offered
them advice on the Hin-
dutva and Development
agenda as the political
course and direction for
the future. The BJP is in
mission mode for the
2024 general elections on
a war footing.
—Senior BJP leader
COURT WILL DECIDE TO
WHOM THE SHIV SENA
BELONGS: PAWAR
Aurangabad: NCP chief
Sharad Pawar said that the
delay in the formation of
the Shinde-led govt’s
cabinet, could be because
of the Supreme Court’s
hearing scheduled for
Monday. While the NCP
chief declined to speculate
on the apex court's verdict,
he said, “I have faith in the
judiciary. The court will
decide tomorrow to whom
the Shiv Sena belongs,” he
said. On speculation that
some Congress MLAs in
Goa may cross over to the
ruling BJP, he asked how
one could forget what
happened in Karnataka,
MP and in Maha.
NO END TO POLITICAL TURMOIL IN SRI LANKA
PATIENCE
WEARING
THIN!
1 Picnics, pool and piano: Protesters
turn Sri Lanka’s colonial-era
presidential palace into a tourist spot
2 The thousands of protesters claim to
have found millions of rupees inside
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s mansion
3 Sri Lanka Speaker Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena said that the
President would resign on Wednesday
4 Three persons have been arrested for
setting the Sri Lanka Prime Minister’s
residence on fire, they even damaged sedan
Moni Sharma
Colombo: The anti-gov-
ernment protesters in
Sri Lanka who broke
into embattled Presi-
dent Gotabaya Raja-
paksa’s official resi-
dence have claimed to
have recovered millions
of rupees inside his
mansion, according to a
media report on Sunday
.
Authorities have in-
formed that they will
take steps to announce
the ground situation af-
ter probing the relevant
facts, the daily reported.
President has to re-
sign, the prime minis-
ter has to resign and the
government has to go,”
said playwright Ruwan-
thie de Chickera at a
press meet on Sunday
.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the ‘Natural Farming
Conclave’ organised in Surat via VC in Delhi on Sunday. Also seen
are Gujarat Governor Acharya Devvrat, Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel.
Protestors outside Sri Lankas Presidential Secretariat amid worsening economic crisis on Sunday.
Protesters enjoy palace beds, gymming, swimming poll and cooking inside SL PM and Prez homes.
INDIA SUPPORTING
SL, SAYS JAISHANKAR PREZ ORDERS GAS DISTRIBUTION
NEW GOVT: SL LEADERS’ TAKE
SONIA: HOPE IND WILL
CONTINUE TO ASSIST SL
44K MT UREA UNDER IND’S
CREDIT LINE TO ARRIVE SL
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said the Indian
government
has always
been support-
ive of SL and
it was “trying
to help” the
neighbouring
country through its present
economic crisis and made
it clear that there was “no
refugee crisis right now”.
Embattled President, whose location is still
unknown, has ordered officials to ensure
smooth distribution of cooking gas. SL Army
chief Gen Silva said that there is an opportu-
nity to resolve the current political crisis in a
peaceful manner, seeking people’s support.
“We agreed in principle to form a government
of unity with all parties participation for an
interim period,” Wimal Weerawansa of ruling
SL Podujana party’s breakaway group said.
The Congress on Sunday
expressed solidarity with SL
and its people
in this mo-
ment of crisis
and hoped that
India will con-
tinue to assist
SL. Congress
president Sonia Gandhi said
INC has been following with
concern the evolving political
situation in Sri Lanka.
Indian High Commissioner to SL Go-
pal Baglay met with SL’s Agri Minister
Mahinda Amaraweera and informed
him about arrival of over 44,000 MT
of urea supplied under credit line
extended by New Delhi to Colombo.
I join the grief of
the people of Sri
Lanka who continue
to suffer from political
and economic insta-
bility —Pope Francis
HIGHLIGHTS
l DHAMMIKA RESIGNS
AS CABINET MINISTER
l BLINKEN HAS SAID
THAT RUSSIA FOOD
BLOCKADE MAY BE A
‘FACTOR’ IN SRI
LANKA UNREST
l IF BOTH PREZ AND
PM RESIGN, SPEAKER
MAHINDA YAPA ABEY-
WARDENA WILL TAKE
OVER AS TEMPORARY
PRESIDENT
GOA CONG REMOVES
MICHAEL LOBO AS LoP
The Congress on Sunday re-
moved Michael Lobo as LoP
in Goa Assembly for conspir-
ing to engineer a defection in
party. AICC observer Dinesh
Gundu Rao said a conspiracy
was led by Lobo.
‘Sabka Prayaas’ is
base for country’s
development: Modi
New Delhi (ANI):
Talking about natural
farming, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Sunday said ‘Sabka
Prayaas’ is the base for
the speed of the coun-
try’s development.
Addressing Natural
Farming Conclave
through VC, the Prime
Minister said on the oc-
casion of 75 years of
independence, the
country has started
working towards vari-
ous goals that will be-
come the base for big
changes in the time to
come. “In the ‘Amrit
Kaal’ the sense of ‘Sab-
ka Prayaas’ is the base
for speed of the coun-
try’s development,
which is guiding our
journey of develop-
ment, PM Modi said.
PM Modi also said
that India has been an
agriculture-based coun-
try by nature and cul-
ture. And the natural
farming model that will
emerge out of Surat can
become a model for the
entire India.
BLESSINGS OF MAA
KALI ARE ALWAYS
WITH INDIA: PM
New Delhi: PM Modi
said that blessings of
Goddess Kali are always
with India, which is mov-
ing ahead with a spiritual
energy for the welfare of
the world. Virtually ad-
dressing celebrations of
Swami Atmasthananda
in Kolkata, PM said:
“Swami Ramakrishna
Paramhansa was one
such saint who had a
vision of Maa Kali.”
MODI TO VISIT INDONESIA FOR G20 SUMMIT
Jakarta: Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote a personal
letter to Indonesian President Joko Widodo to extend
Eid-al Adha greetings and also said he is looking
forward to visit the island nation for the G20 Summit
later this year.
South Africa cops say 15 killed, 9
injured in bar shooting in Soweto
KAUN BANEGA RASHTRAPATI!
Yashwant in city today,
Murmu to visit on July 13
`40 crore to join BJP:
Girish amid mutiny buzz
First India Bureau
Jaipur: Opposition
Presidential candidate
Yashwant Sinha will
visit Jaipur today. Sin-
ha will hold a press con-
ference here at 5 pm in
Hotel Clark Amer. CM
Gehlot, PCC Chief Go-
vind Singh Dotasra will
also be present during
the press meet. During
his visit, Sinha will also
meet Congress MLAs
and Ministers.
Meanwhile, NDA
prez nominee Draupadi
Murmu’s visit to Jaipur
has been rescheduled to
July 13. Murmu will
meet BJP MPs and
MLAs, according to the
party sources.
Panaji: Former Goa
Congress chief Girish
Chodankar has alleged
that party MLAs were
offered Rs 40 crore to
join the BJP. The explo-
sive claims come amid a
strong buzz of mutiny
in the state Congress,
with at least six MLAs,
led by ex-Goa CM
Digambar Kamat, like-
ly to join BJP. Accord-
ing to Chodankar, calls
are being made to Cong
legislators by industri-
alists and coal mafia.
Johannesburg: Gun-
men armed with rifles
andpistolsopenedfireat
people sitting in a tavern
in South African town-
ship of Soweto on Sun-
day
,killing15andwound-
ing 9, police said.
Police said group of
men entered Orlando
East tavern before
“shooting randomly at
patrons”. The unknown
gunmen fled the scene
and are now on the run,
not sure how many in-
volved, said police.
People gather at the scene outside bar in Soweto, SA, on Sunday.
15 DIE IN KYIV: Over 15 people were killed when a
Russian rocket hit an apartment in Ukraine of Chasiv
Yar and over 20 trapped, officials said on Sunday.
G Chodankar Michael Lobo
BSF, PAK RANGERS EXTEND EID GREETINGS!
Border Security Force (BSF) Commandant Jasbir Singh presents sweets to Pakistani
Rangers Wing Commander Aamir on the occasion of Eid-al-Adha, at the Attari-Wagah border
between India and Pakistan, near Amritsar on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
PALACE TURNS ‘TOURIST SPOT’
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SEVEN-TIME
CHAMPION
AND FOUR
IN A ROW!
INDIGO CARRIER
TECHNICIANS TAKE
SICK LEAVE IN HYD,
PROTEST OVER PAY
New Delhi: A sizeable number of IndiGo’s aircraft maintenance technicians went
on sick leave during last 2 days in Hyderabad and Delhi to protest against their
low salaries, sources said on Sunday. On July 2, around 55% of IndiGo’s flights
were delayed as a significant number of its cabin crew members took sick leave,
with sources in industry saying they ostensibly went for AI’s recruitment drive.
OUR EDITIONS: JAIPUR, NEW DELHI  MUMBAI
Novak Djokovic has won his 7th Wimbledon title after
coming from a set down to beat Nick Kyrgios 4-6, 6-3,
6-4, 7-6 (3) in men’s final. Djokovic raced out to a 6-1
lead in 4th-set tiebreaker, converted 3rd match point when
Kyrgios netted a backhand. It is Novak’s 21st Grand Slam.
Yashwant Sinha Draupadi Murmu
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Pune: Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on
Sunday said the state
government would
tell the Election
Commission that it
would not be conven-
ient to hold local and
municipal polls in
the state in the wake
of the monsoon sea-
son.
The State Election
Commission on Friday
announced that polls to
92 Nagar Parishads and
four Nagar Panchayats
in Maharashtra will be
held on August 18. Elec-
tions will be held for
local urban bodies in
Pune, Sangli, Solapur,
Kolhapur, Nashik,
Dhule, Nandurbar, Jal-
gaon, Ahmednagar, Au-
rangabad, Jalna, Beed,
Osmanabad, Latur,
Amravati and Buldha-
na districts.
Speaking to report-
ers after offering
prayers at a temple of
Lord Vitthal in Pand-
harpur, Shinde said it
is the rainy season
right now and there are
some limitations on
everything due to the
weather.
“Several districts are
witnessing heavy
rains, and flood situa-
tion is also prevailing
at some places. In this
situation, our entire
administrative ma-
chinery is busy miti-
gating and controlling
the flood situation,” he
said.
“We would urge and
tell the Election Com-
mission that holding
elections during the
rainy season would be
inconvenient,” he said.
Asked about the is-
sue of reservation for
Other Backward Class-
es (OBCs) in the up-
coming polls, Shinde
the Supreme Court is
hearing the issue.
“I had met Solicitor
General of India Tush-
ar Mehta and urged
him to present the
state’s side in the court.
I am sure the OBC res-
ervation, which was
revoked, will be re-
stored,” he said.
The BJP had earlier
opposed the holding of
local body elections un-
til the OBC quota, set
aside by the Supreme
Court in March last
year, was restored.
But, the party is now
in power in the state
along with the Shiv
Sena faction led by CM
Eknath Shinde, whose
rebellion against the
Sena leadership trig-
gered the collapse of
the Uddhav Thackeray-
led MVA government
last month.
A three-judge bench
of the apex court had
earlier said the reser-
vation in favour of the
OBCs in the local bod-
ies in Maharashtra
cannot exceed 50 per
cent of the total seats
reserved for the Sched-
uled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and OBCs taken
together.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday
claimed grassroots
Shiv Sena workers
were firmly with the
organization, despite
the “betrayal by
those whom the party
had trusted.
Speaking in Mum-
bai’s northern suburb
Dahisar as part of his
“Nishtha (loyalty)
Yatra”, the Sena MLA
said those who wanted
to leave the Sena have
gone, but the grassroot
Shiv Sainiks continue
to support the party, led
by his father and ex-CM
Uddhav Thackeray
.
Last month, a major-
ity of the Sena MLAs,
led by Eknath Shinde,
rebelled against the par-
ty leadership, asking it
to snap ties with the
NCP and the Congress.
The revolt led to the
collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment, after which Shin-
de was sworn in as CM,
with BJP's Devendra
Fadnavis as his deputy
.
Since the revolt, both
factions have repeatedly
claimed to be the real
Shiv Sena. “Those who
arehappytoleaveshould
havethegutstofacefresh
elections. The doors of
‘Matoshree’ (the private
residence of Thackerays
in suburban Bandra) are
open to all those who
wish to return,” he said.
Pune (PTI): Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde along with his
wife performed a
“maha puja” of Lord
Vitthal and Goddess
Rukmini at a famous
temple in Pandhar-
pur town on Sunday
on the occasion of
‘Ashadhi Ekadashi’
and sought God’s
blessings for the pros-
perity of every sec-
tion of society.
It is a long-standing
tradition for the sitting
CM to offer prayers at
the temple every year
on ‘Ashadhi Ekadashi’.
Accompanied by his
wife Lata Shinde, son
MP Shrikant Shinde
and the latter’s family,
Shinde prayed that eve-
ry section of society
, in-
cluding farmers, labour-
ers, warkaris (devotees
of Lord Vitthal) and
business community
, be
happy and prosperous.
A 52-year-old farmer,
Murli Navle, and his
wife Jijabai Navle, from
Beed district, per-
formed the traditional
puja along with the CM
and his family. Navle’s
family has been partici-
pating in the Pandhar-
pur wari pilgrimage
since 1987.
After offering
prayers, the CM ad-
dressed a gathering in
the temple premises
and said the govern-
ment is committed to
stop farmer suicides,
for which all possible ef-
forts will be made.
Adding that he was
fortunate that he got the
opportunity to perform
the puja this year, he
said, “For the last two
years, the wari pilgrim-
age could not take place
on foot due to the pan-
demic, but this time,
over 10 lakh warkaris
came to seek the bless-
ings of Lord Vitthal.
He expressed hope
that the COVID-19 crisis
will go away and said
the government would
endeavour to takew the
state on the path of pro-
gress, all-round devel-
opment and to bring
“acche din” (good days)
for the people, he said.
The state is experi-
encing good rains,
though a little late, he
noted.
“Wherever heavy
rains are being wit-
nessed, the state ma-
chinery is active to en-
sure there is no loss of
life or property
. If good
rains take place this
year, farmers will have a
good harvest,” he said.
The Jalyukt Shivar
scheme (for water con-
servation), which had
been discontinued, has
been resumed now, add-
ed the chief minister.
CM Shinde prays at Lord Vitthal temple on Ashadhi Ekadashi
FERVENT PRAYERS
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Wishes
prosperity for
every section
of society,
inlcuding
farmers,
warkaris;
promises to
try and bring
‘acche din’ to
Maharashtra CM Shinde and others play musical instruments at Vitthal Rukmini Temple on the occasion of
Ashadhi Ekadashi, at Pandharpur, on Sunday. His wife Lata is also seen. —PHOTO BY ANI
CM Eknath Shinde waves at supporters during his visit to Pandharpur, in Solapur on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Inconvenient to hold local
body polls in monsoon: CM
‘Entire administrative machinery is busy mitigating and controlling the flood situation’
Several districts are witnessing
heavy rains, and flood situation is
also prevailing at some places. In
this situation, our entire administrative
machinery is busy mitigating and con-
trolling the flood situation. We would urge
and tell the Election Commission that hold-
ing elections during the rainy season would
be inconvenient.
—Eknath Shinde, Chief Minister of Maharashtra
Maharashtra legislature
secy issues show cause
notices to 53 Sena MLAs
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Maharash-
tra legislature sec-
retary has issued
show cause notices
to 53 out of the total
55 Shiv Sena MLAs
in the state, includ-
ing 39 of the faction
led by now Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde and 14 of
former CM Uddhav
Thackeray’s group.
One of the 14 MLAs
from the Thackeray
faction, Santosh Ban-
gar, joined the Shinde
camp on the day of
the floor test of the
latter’s government
on July 04.
MLAs from both
the sides confirmed
having received the
showcase notice.
They have accused
each other of defying
the party whip during
the speaker’s election
and the trust vote on
July 03 and 04, respec-
tively
, and seeking dis-
qualification of the
legislators from both
the sides.
The Shinde faction
has not included the
name of Aaditya
Thackeray, son of Ud-
dhav Thackeray, in
the list of MLAs
against whom they
have sought disquali-
fication.
The notices have
been issued under the
Members of Maha-
rashtra Legislative
Assembly (disqualifi-
cation on grounds of
defection) rules.
The legislators
have been asked to ex-
plain their stand
within seven days,
said sources.
The Shiv Sena has
55 MLAs in the
288-member Assem-
bly, whose current
strength is 287 due to
the death of a Sena
legislator.
In the trust vote, 164
MLAs voted for the
motion of confidence,
while 99 voted against
it.
After winning the
trust vote, the Eknath
Shinde faction of the
Shiv Sena had issued
a notice to 14 legisla-
tors from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp for
violating a whip is-
sued by the Sena whip
and Shinde loyalist
Bharat Gogawale.
A day before the
floor test, Maharash-
tra Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narvekar had
recognized Gogawale
as the Shiv Sena’s
chief whip, removing
Sunil Prabhu, who be-
longs to the Thacker-
ay faction.
On July 03, Rahul
Narvekar of the
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) was elected
Speaker of the state
Assembly
. He polled
164 votes, and defeated
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena candidate
Rajan Salvi, who se-
cured 107 votes.
Sena’s Santosh Bangar, who was in Uddhav Thackeray’s
faction, later joined Shinde’s rebel group.
All legislators have
been asked to
proffer responses
of their stand
within a week
Grassroots Shiv sainiks still with party,
says Sena scion Aaditya Thackeray
In each
constitu-
ency, we
have two to three
formidable Shiv
Sainiks...men and
women who are
ready to take on
political rivals at
the hustings.
—Aaditya Thackeray,
Shiv Sena leader
63 Beed pilgrims stranded
in Amarnath rescued
Developed society judged
by its judiciary: Fadnavis
First India Bureau
Beed: As many as 63
people from Beed who
had been stranded
near the Amarnath
temple shrine during
a pilgrimage have
been rescued and tak-
en to Jammu, Srina-
gar and other places,
a district administra-
tion official said on
Sunday.
Of the 63 pilgrims, 39
are from Dhamangav
village and 24 are from
Parli city. They had
gone to Amarnath in
Jammu and Kashmir,
where a flash flood oc-
curred following a
cloudburst, he said.
“They have now been
rescued and taken to
places like Jammu, Sri-
nagar, Baltal and Delhi.
They are safe,” the offi-
cial said.
At least 16 people
were killed and several
others were missing fol-
lowing a flash flood trig-
gered by a cloudburst
near the cave shrine of
Amarnath, during the
ongoing yatra, said of-
ficials earlier.
First India Bureau
Nagpur: Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday
said any developed so-
ciety is evaluated by
its rule of law and
hailed the country’s
judicial system as
strong and credible.
He was speaking after
inauguratingresidential
amenityblockof theMa-
harashtra National Law
University in Nagpur.
“Any developed soci-
ety is evaluated by its
rule of law and its jus-
tice delivery system.
India is the fifth largest
economy now and will
become the third larg-
est by 2030. If we want
to achieve this, then the
rule of law and justice
delivery system in our
country will be evalu-
ated,” he said.
“India has a strong
and credible legal sys-
tem. Every person in so-
ciety has faith that he or
she will get justice from
ourcourts,”hesaid,add-
ing that there was need
to take this forward.
Of the total pilgrims,
39 are from
Dhamangav village
and 24 are from
Parli city
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Mumbai:  As many as
76 people in Maha-
rashtra have died in
rain-related inci-
dents so far this mon-
soon season, while
838 houses have been
damaged, a report re-
leased by the state
disaster management
authorities said on
Sunday.
Nine people lost
their lives on Saturday:
four in Wardha district,
three in Gadchiroli and
one each in Nanded
and the coastal Sindhu-
durg district, it said.
“At least 4,916 people
have been shifted to
safer locations, and 35
relief camps were set
up by the disaster man-
agement department
and rehabilitation de-
partment,” it said, add-
ing that at least 125 ani-
mals have perished
since June 01 with
rains lashing parts of
the state.
The India Meteoro-
logical Department
(IMD) has forecast
heavy rainfall of
64mm-200mm in the
coastal Konkan region
of the state until July
13.
With this in mind,
teams from the Nation-
al Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) have
been stationed in the
coastal districts, in-
cluding state capital
Mumbai, it added.
People from vulner-
able areas in landslide-
and flood-prone areas
of Raigad and Ratna-
giri districts have been
shifted to safer loca-
tions, the report said.
Last year, Chiplun
and Mahad, in Ratna-
giri and Raigad, respec-
tively were among the
places worst hit by ex-
tremely heavy rains.
Last year, more than
110 people died in
Raigad, Ratnagiri, Sat-
ara and Kolhapur dis-
tricts in rain-related
incidents between July
23 and 25.
At least 130 villages
in three districts of the
state, all in the Marath-
wada and Vidarbha re-
gions, have been affect-
ed by heavy rains that
caused floods in parts
of these districts and
at least 200 people were
evacuated on Saturday,
officials said.
In Gadchiroli dis-
trict in east Maharash-
tra, communication
with 128 villages was
lost due to heavy rains.
Apart from Gadchiroli,
Hingoli and Nanded
districts in the Marath-
wada region also re-
ceived heavy showers
on Friday and Satur-
day, the state relief and
rehabilitation depart-
ment had said in its
bulletin on Saturday.
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Mumbai: After the
rain fury claimed
more than 20 lives in
Ratnagiri last July,
the district adminis-
tration has installed
a Real-Time Data Ac-
quisition (RTDA)
System at various
places for effective
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
about flooding and
landslides, a senior
official said.
The hilly coastal dis-
trict located about
300km from Mumbai
witnesses heavy rain-
fall during the mon-
soon season.
Last year, Chiplun
town in Ratnagiri was
among the worst hit by
heavy rains. Eight of
the more than 20 de-
ceased here were COV-
ID-19 patients who
were killed in a hospi-
tal after flood waters
entered the premises.
The human casual-
ties and financial loss-
es prompted the dis-
trict administration to
put up a system, for
data collection, analy-
sis and issuing alerts,
which can work when
traditional communi-
cation channels fail,
Ratnagiri Collector Dr
BN Patil said.
“The RTDA system
has a network in all
heavy rain-prone vil-
lages, towns and loca-
tions in the district. It
will help us to get real-
time data about the
rainfall and how it is
resulting in the water
level rise. It will im-
prove our response
time for evacuation
and issuing alerts to
villagers to shift to
safer locations,” he
said.
In such situations,
if people can move
along with their be-
longings and cattle, it
will save them from fi-
nancial losses also, he
said.
The district collec-
torate has identified
406 villages and loca-
tions where the system
has been installed.
Instructions can be
passed on to villagers
with the help of loud-
speakers, the official
said.
“It is a two-way com-
munication system. If
a village is affected
due to a landslide, lo-
cal authorities can use
the system to commu-
nicate with us. It has
been observed that mo-
bile towers lose con-
nection during such
incidents. The RTDA
system operates paral-
lel to mobile towers
and can be used for
communicating about
local incidents,” he
said.
The collector also
said the system can op-
erate without a power
supply for three days.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: A 21-year-
old man allegedly
killed his 46-year-old
mother by slitting her
throat over a proper-
ty related issue in a
flat situated in Mu-
lund suburb of Mum-
bai. The accused also
tried committing sui-
cide, but was saved.
The accused named
Jayesh Panchal later
wanted to attempt sui-
cide by jumping in front
of a train, but was saved
by a railway official.
The incident came to
the fore when neigh-
bors of the accused saw
blood stains outside
their flat and informed
the police.
The police rushed to
the spot and found body
of victim Chhaya Pan-
chal, lying in a pool of
blood. They also found
a note written in Guja-
rati along with a knife.
The cops immediate-
ly called the husband of
the deceased, who, after
going through the note
informed that his son
had committed the
crime because of a
property related issue.
The accused has been
admitted to a hospital
and has been booked
under section 302 of the
Indian Penal Code
(IPC).
First India Bureau
Mumbai: As much as
`1.06 crore was si-
phoned off from the
bank accounts of 80
people in Mumbai-
-most of them falling
in the 60 years to 80-
year category, by cy-
ber fraudsters in be-
tween June 7 and July
4. The police have
also arrested a
37-year-old person In
this connection.
The conmen used to
trick the people asking
them to pay their elec-
tricity bill online claim
that their electricity
bills are not updated.
They also used to warn
them that power supply
of their house will be
disconnected if they
fail to comply with.
Some of the victims
who fell prey to the tac-
tics of the above-men-
tioned fraudsters were
from the highly educat-
ed strata of the society
and consisted of Navy
officers, college stu-
dents, engineers, busi-
nessmen, retired gov-
ernment employees and
some maidservants, a
police official said.
The officer further
informed that the ac-
cused used to send
SMSs to people, which
claimed that people’s
previous month’s bill
was not updated and
they need to contact the
‘electricity officer’ to
avoid disconnecting the
power supply
.
The SMS contained a
number of the ‘call cen-
tre’. When victims used
to contact the call cen-
tre, they were told that
the power supply would
be disconnected in the
night and were told to
pay the amount to avoid
any sort of hassles.
In all, 80 people have
been cheated of Rs 1.06
crore by the tricksters.
FIRs, under the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) charge
of cheating, were regis-
tered across 40 police
stations in various sub-
urbs of Mumbai.
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Indian Su-
per League franchise
Mumbai City FC on
Sunday signed cen-
tral defender Rostyn
Griffiths on a one-
year deal.
The 34-year-old
joined the Islanders
from fellow City Foot-
ball Group side and A-
League outfit Mel-
bourne City FC on a
one-year contract, until
the end of the 2022-23
season.
Griffiths reunites
with head coach Des
Buckingham after
spending four seasons
at Melbourne City,
where Buckingham
was the assistant coach
between 2020 and 2021.
The experienced Aus-
tralian won the A-
League Premiers and
Championship double
in the 2020-21 season
and also featured in the
club’s debut continen-
tal campaign at the 2022
AFC Champions
League. Then he bagged
a consecutive Premiers
season in 2021-22 with
the Melbourne-based
club.
Born in Stoke-on-
Trent, England, Grif-
fiths started his career
with then-Premier
League side Blackburn
Rovers before moving
to Australia. He made
his A-league debut with
Adelaide United and
went on to represent
North Queensland Fury
and Central Coast Mari-
ners, where he had a
very successful spell,
winning the Premiers
in the 2011-12 season.
Griffiths then fea-
tured for China’s
Guangzhou City and
the Dutch club Roda JC
before returning to A-
league with Perth Glo-
ry, where he spent two
seasons with the club.
Prior to joining Mel-
bourne City, he also
turned out for Uzbek
side Pakhtakor Tash-
kent in the 2017-18 Uz-
bekistan Super League.
The footballer has a
total of 321 appearances
and 23 goals to his name
in his club career so far.
“I have heard lots of
good things about the
Indian Super League. It
is one of the fastest-
growing leagues in the
world and it has a great
quality in terms of the
game. Personally
, this is
a new challenge in my
life and I am ready for
it,” said Griffiths, in a
statement released by
Mumbai City FC.
Mumbai City FC sign defender Rostyn Griffiths on 1-year deal
NEW BLOOD
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The 34-year-
old Aussie
footballer will
join the 2022-
23 season;
will reunite
with head
coach Des
Buckingham
after four
seasons
Rostyn Griffiths
We have
got a solid
squad,
with a great mix of
youth and experi-
ence. And I am re-
ally excited to be
part of it. I look
forward to work-
ing with my new
teammates, and,
most importantly,
making the pas-
sionate fans of
Mumbai City
proud.
—Rostyn Griffiths,
English defender
76deadinrain-related incidentsinMaha
As many as 838 houses damaged, 4.9K evacuated and 125 animals killed since June 01
A view of the waterlogged road following heavy rainfall, in Palghar on Thursday.  —FILE PHOTO
RAINS TO INTENSIFY FURTHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
predicted a fresh spell of intense rainfall over
Maharashtra from July 12. “Fresh intense wet
spell likely over Gujarat, Konkan and Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra and coastal Karnataka from July 12,
2022,” it tweeted. It has also forecast heavy rain-
fall in the coastal Konkan region of the state until
July 13. Rainfall of 64mm-200mm is expected in
the region, the report said.
Ratnagiri gets real-time data
system for flood, landslides
NDRF personnel rescue stranded villagers in a landslide in
Chiplun, in Ratnagiri, in June 2021.  —FILE PHOTO
SUSPENDED COP ATTACKS WOMAN
CONSTABLE, HER SON WITH IRON ROD
Nagpur: A suspended police man, who was in
intoxicated state, attacked a police constable and
her son with an iron rod on Sunday. The victim
woman constable and the accused both live in po-
lice colony of Gitikhadan area. She and her son
have received serious injuries due to the attack.
The accused also beat up the woman’s niece, who
tried to rescue her aunt and cousin, an official
informed. Paunukar attacked the woman and her
son in an inebriated state at around 2.10 am on
Sunday and beat her and her son with an iron rod.
Hearing her scream, police men residing in the
nearby quarters rushed to the spot for help and
overpowered the suspended policeman.
UNIDENTIFIED MAN ACCUSED OF
KEEPING LOOT OUTSIDE MLC’S PLACE
Mumbai: An unidentified man on Sunday burgled
a flat in Mumbai’s Matunga area and reportedly
kept stolen items of the loot outside the residence
of a BJP MLC and fled as soon as he saw some
cops coming in the wee hours. Some cash, coins,
a Ganpati idol all of which were contained in a
bag were reportedly placed in front of BJP MLC
Prasad Lad’s house. Cops informed that the build-
ing had no residents when the incident took place.
An investigation is on to nab the accused.
CRUCIAL READ
21-year-old murders
mother, tries suicide
over property dispute
Cybercriminals trick 80 into power
bill fraud amounting to `1.06 crore
A 37-year-old
man has been
arrested by the
police in
connection with
the case
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Narendra Modi
@narendramodi
Greetings on the sacred occasion of
Ashadhi Ekadashi. May the blessings
of Bhagwan Vitthal remain upon us
and further spirit of happiness in
our society. Sharing a snippet from
an earlier #MannKiBaat in which we
talked about the Warkari tradition and
the divinity of Pandharpur.
Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp
I am confident @IISER_BERHAMPUR
will emerge as a centre-of-excellence in
nurturing curiosity, furthering science
education through innovative and
immersive teaching techniques and
encouraging research from an early
age, especially in eastern region.
SPIRITUAL SPEAK
A disciplined mind
brings happiness.
—Buddha
IN-DEPTH
RS NOMINATIONS
MAY NOT BRING
DESIRED RESULTS
IN KERALA AND TN
he Bharatiya Janata
Party recently nomi-
nated four southern
luminaries to the Ra-
jya Sabha. Music
maestro Ilaiyaraaja, the Dalit
exponent of South Indian music
from Tamil Nadu, PT Usha, the
Payyoli Express from Kerala, V
Vijayendra Prasad, noted screen
writer from Andhra Pradesh
and Veerendra Heggade, the
spiritual head of Dharmasthala
in Karnataka have become nom-
inated members of the Upper
House, courtesy Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. There is little
doubt about their deserving the
honour but there is also no deny-
ing that there is a political mo-
tive behind the move. Telangana
will go to poll this year and
swords are already out.
However, conquering the
southern states of Tamil Nadu
and Kerala remains its focus.
Dravidian politics being differ-
ent from the politics as we know
in the northern and western
states, BJP may have to wait. Il-
aiyaraaja’s nomination may not
outweighformerUnionminister
A Raja’s recent warning, “don’t
force us to raise a demand for
separate Tamil Nadu’’, Periyar’s
Dravid Nadu.
TOP TWEETS
T
fter his brother
Mahinda Raja-
paksa, the former
prime minister of
Sri Lanka, was
forced by the people to resign
and flee, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa reportedly fled to
safety leaving his country-
men all at sea. Sri Lankans
ransacked his private man-
sion, frolicked in his pool as
the country collapsed politi-
cally and financially
. The pre-
sent Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe was also set
to resign and a new all-party
government is to be appoint-
ed to restore order in the cri-
sis-ridden country where peo-
ple don’t have money to buy
essentials as Colombo itself
does not have the necessary
foreign exchange reserves to
import food items and oil.
Having already defaulted
onforeigndebtrepaymentthe
government was thrashing
outabailoutpackagewiththe
IMF when people, who had
been insisting on Gotabaya to
go, couldn’t wait any longer.
After all, the Rajapaksas were
solely responsible for the
country’s Venezuela-like (or
even worse) situation. They
were authoritarian and op-
pressive and had no idea how
to handle the economy which
showed signs of distress due
to their decision to cut value-
added tax from 15% to 8%
scrappingsomeleviesexces-
sive indebtedness to China.
Rajapaksa brothers, who
oversaw the massacre of
thousands of Tamilians dur-
ing the country’s civil war,
ran SL not as a country but a
family fiefdom. While Gota-
baya and Mahinda occupied
top positions, 2 other broth-
ers managed ports, agricul-
ture  finances. Their neph-
ew Namal served as sports
minister. After ruining coun-
try, powerful dynasty stands
completely discredited now.
THE ‘DYNASTY’ HAS
RUINED SRI LANKA
Rajapaksa brothers,
who oversaw the
massacre of thousands
of Tamilians during
country’s civil war, ran
SL not as a country but a
family fiefdom. While
Gotabaya  Mahinda
occupied top positions, 2
other brothers managed
ports, agri and finances
A
s mentioned in the last col-
umn, the housing sector in
our country faces a unique
conundrum: Even when
there is shortage of over
twenty million dwelling
units in urban areas, there
are more than one million
houses/flats which are unoc-
cupied because the rentals
are too high and/or the price
point at which they are of-
fered is beyond the reach of
those who are currently liv-
ing in slums/informal colo-
nies. It also questions the as-
sumption that the only way
to address the urban housing
issue through ownership, or
market based rentals.
This dilemma is juxta-
posed with the new economic
resurgence in the country
. Re-
cent studies by the IMF and
UNDP confirm that over 300
million people moved out of
extreme poverty in the last
decade- and this has added to
the pressure on urban hous-
ing. The topmost aspiration
of thosewhohavejustcrossed
‘subsistence’ is housing – and
this scores higher than health
and education – for a roof
over the head is the necessary
pre condition for everything
else after food and clothing .
In his book The Mystery of
Capital, Hernando de Toto ex-
plains that if ‘a legal recogni-
tion of their possession’ is
given to residents of slums
and informal colonies, it will
empowerthem,notjustineco-
nomic terms but also ensure
that they will receive their so-
cial entitlements – including
health, nutrition and educa-
tion which are often linked to
secure proof of residence.
The PMAY does address this
concern, but before we delve
into its four verticals, let us
examine the close parallel be-
tween the economic resur-
gence in India with the posi-
tion in post war Europe, and
also look at the successful in-
terventions, especially in the
UK and Germany
.
In post war Europe, there
was a sudden spurt in the de-
mand for housing – workers
in factories, students in uni-
versities and officials and
staff inpublicinstitutions.As
the market failed to provide
relief,theTradeUnions,hous-
ing co-operatives and munici-
pal corporations stepped in to
provide affordable housing-
with residents paying a ‘fair
rent’, with the option of pur-
chasing the flat as they ac-
quired the resources. These
interventions were clubbed
under the broad category of
‘social housing’ based on the
principles of equitable access
to Licht,LuftundSonne (light,
air and sun) which also be-
came an important factor in
political mobilisation .
In fact, in the two decades
of post war Germany and
UK, social housing com-
prised almost 50 per cent of
the total national housing
stock. Wonder of wonders,
even in the bastion of capi-
talism, the US Federal gov-
ernment extended support to
8 million households to meet
their housing needs.
The point being made is
that there is an inflexion
point in the economic history
of nations when a major
thrust is given to housing.
The PMAY in India has been
framed at this point – and
even as it builds on past expe-
riences, it has tried to draw
the best exemplars from
across the world – in terms of
technology, policy regime, fi-
nancial structuring and
stakeholder participation.
At this juncture, let us ex-
amine the four verticals of
PMAY after which we will
discuss the ambitious Light-
house projects which have
been successfully launched
in six cities as well as the new
policy regime for rental and
affordable housing .
THE FIRST
VERTICAL OF PMAY
Affordable Housing-in-Part-
nership (AHP) offers private
developers a direct subsidy
of INR 1,50,000 for construct-
ing units meant for low-in-
comehouseholdswithintheir
housing projects follows the
‘resettlement’ model, which
involves relocation of benefi-
ciaries, away from their origi-
nal settlements. In the In-situ
Slum Redevelopment (ISSR)
the private player follows the
‘redevelopment’model,which
involves demolishing slums
and constructing new hous-
ing in its place, but here pri-
vate developers are incentiv-
ised at INR 1,00,000 per unit
towards redevelopment. In
the third intervention, Bene-
ficiary-Led Construction
(BLC),  stakeholder house-
holds receive a subsidy of
INR 1,50,000 to build or im-
prove housing themselves,
contingent on land owner-
ship. BLC partially follows
the ‘upgrading’ model as it
supports self-construction.
Upgrading also includes en-
suring security of tenure and
protection from eviction, and
most importantly, improve-
ment in basic services such as
water, sanitation, roads, and
street lighting.  Finally
, there
is the Credit-Linked Subsidy
Scheme (CLSS) under which
households receive a subsidy
on the interest on housing
loans, upto INR 2,35,000 to
2,67,000, which can be used to
purchase new houses, or im-
prove existing ones. CLSS fol-
lows either the ‘resettlement’
or‘upgrading’model,depend-
ing on the manner in which
the housing loan is used.
Loans used to purchase apart-
ments will involve ‘resettle-
ment’ while those for housing
construction or improvement
partially follow the ‘upgrad-
ing’ model, like BLC.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
A
Affordable Housing-in-
Partnership (AHP) offers
private developers a direct
subsidy of INR 1,50,000
for constructing units
meant for low-income
households within their
housing projects follows the
‘resettlement’ model, which
involves relocation of
beneficiaries, away from
their original settlements.
‘HOUSINGFORALL’
RAJ DHARMA 13
SANJEEV CHOPRA
The writer is Distinguished Fellow,
USI Delhi and Historian  Policy
Analyst. Also former Director,
Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy
of Administration, Mussoorie
YOU READ RAJ DHARMA 12 ON JUNE 27, 2022
RAJ DHARMA FOCUSES ON PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES
Raj Dharma, a column exclusive to First India is a fortnightly reflection
on public policy issues which need immediate attention of political
leadership and the top echelons of bureaucracy. After a series on the
eco-system of training, it is now focussing the Housing sector, for
India has reached that inflexion point in its economic history when a
major thrust to housing is imperative – both to give a boost to infra-
structure spending , as well as to empower those who have missed
out of the ‘market offerings’ on affordable housing.
TOTO EXPLAINS LEGAL RECOGNITION OF POSSESSION
In his book The Mystery of Capital, Hernando de Toto explains that
if ‘a legal recognition of their possession’ is given to residents
of slums and informal colonies, it will empower them, not just in
economic terms but also ensure that they will receive their social
entitlements – including health, nutrition and education which are
often linked to secure proof of residence.
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New Delhi: Time is
truly a mystery for us.
It keeps moving on its
own no matter what we
do or wish. It seems as
if it was only a little
while ago that I was
elected to this office.
The pandemic, too, has
certainly added to the
compression of time.
When I look back, myr-
iad feelings swirl
around me. It is but hu-
man to be nostalgic of
the time gone by. It is
equally human to wist-
fully wonder what more
could have been accom-
plished.
It was nearly five
years ago that I entered
the portals of this most
majestic monument.
For someone who grew
up in a village in Uttar
Pradesh in the 1940s,
the opulence of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
could have been op-
pressively imposing.
But I knew that it is not
meant to be merely the
official residence of an
individual — the resi-
dential quarters of the
President are actually
a small corner of the
estate. It is meant to be
the seat of power of the
Republic, articulating
its vision of itself in
stones. In its early
years, it certainly had a
different function,
which underwent a
transformation on Au-
gust 15, 1947, like so
much else in the coun-
try. It was the first In-
dian governor-general
C Rajagopalachari who
spelled out the trans-
formation when he said
he would not occupy
more than a room of
this building that has
340 rooms. After him,
the first President Ra-
jendra Prasad consoli-
dated the link between
this building and the
Gandhian ethos. Every
successor of his has
honoured that moral
framework. I find a
deeper resonance in
the noble and uplifting
thoughts of Gandhiji
and Ambedkar.
Prez looks back at his five-yr stay at the Bhavan
LOOKING BACK
Bengaluru (PTI): The presidential candidate of the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance — Draupadi Murmu —
arrived to a rousing welcome
on Sunday. According to the
BJP activists, Murmu came
by a private jet. Karnataka CM
Basavaraj Bommai, BJP State
president Nalin Kumar Kateel
and several other functionaries
of the party received Murmu at the airport and greeted
her with a shawl, Mysuru ‘peta’ (turban) and garland.
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE MURMU MEETS
BJP AND JD(S) LEADERS IN BENGALURU
CRUCIAL READS
Widespread rain likely in the southern state over the next 5 days: IMD
HEAVYRAINSINKERALAWITH
ORANGEALERTIN4DISTRICTS
Thiruvananthapuram
(PTI): As heavy rains
lashed several parts of
Kerala, the India Mete-
orological Department
(IMD) on Sunday issued
an orange alert in four
districts of the state for
the day
.
The IMD at 4 pm is-
sued orange alert for
the day in the northern
Kerala districts of
Kozhikode, Wayanad,
Kannur and Kasaragod.
It also issued a yellow
alert for all the remain-
ing districts except for
Thiruvananthapuram
and Kollam. A red alert
indicates heavy to ex-
tremely heavy rains of
over 20 cm in a 24 hour
period, while orange
alert means very heavy
rains from 6 cm to 20
cm of rain. A yellow
alert means heavy rain-
fall between 6 to 11 cm.
The IMD further said
widespread rain was
likely in the southern
state over the next five
days with very heavy
rains predicted on July
10, 13 and 14. According
to the state disaster
management authority,
between July 3 to 7, six
people lost their lives
in rain-related inci-
dents across Kerala Ac-
cording to the state dis-
aster management au-
thority, between July 3
to 7, six people lost
their lives in rain-relat-
ed incidents across
Kerala and several
homes were damaged.
‘Agneepath plan will
not affect the army’
New Delhi (PTI): The
‘
Agneepath’schemecom-
plements the Indian Air
Force’s long-term vision
of being a ‘lean and le-
thal’ force with best
manpower and the new
recruitment model will
not reduce its operation-
al capability in any way
.
Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhary said this on
Sunday
. The Air Force
Chief said the 13 teams
will take care of enroll-
ment, placement, evalu-
ation and training of re-
cruits within a four-year
appointment period.
Dr Singh to
inaugurate
IS4OM today
New Delhi: India has
given a boost to self-re-
liance in safeguarding
its space assets with
ISRO System for Safe
and Sustainable Space
Operation and Manage-
ment (IS4OM). Union
Minister of State for
Space Jitendra Singh
would inaugurate the
IS4OM here on Monday,
in the presence of Sec-
retary in the Depart-
ment of Space and
Chairman of Indian
Space Research Organi-
sation S Somanath.
IS40M is a system con-
ceived with a holistic
approach toward ensur-
ing the safety and sus-
tainability of the space
environment while
reaping the benefits of
sustainable utilisation
of outer space for na-
tional development, ac-
cording to ISRO.
EID-UL-ADHA
Eid celebrated with fervour in India
as people cast aside Covid-19 fears
New Delhi (PTI): Dev-
otees on Sunday gath-
ered at the Jama Mas-
jid to offer namaz on
the occasion of Eid-Al-
Adha.
Eid al-Adha or Bakra
Eid, which is being ob-
served on July 10 this
year, is a holy occasion
also called the ‘festival
of sacrifice’ and is cel-
ebrated on the 10th day
of Dhu al-Hijjah, the
12th month of the Is-
lamic or lunar calendar.
It marks the end of the
annual Hajj pilgrimage.
Every year, the date
changes as it’s based on
the Islamic lunar calen-
dar, which is about 11
days shorter than the
Western 365-day Grego-
rian calendar.
Eid al-Adha is an oc-
casion of joy and peace,
where people celebrate
with their families, let
go of past grudges and
make meaningful con-
nections with one an-
other. It is celebrated as
a commemoration of
Prophet Abraham’s
willingness to sacrifice
everything for God.
The history of this
occasion traces back to
4,000 years ago when Al-
lah appeared in Prophet
Abraham’s dream ask-
ing him to sacrifice
what he loved the most.
MLA Bishnoi meets
Amit Shah, JP Nadda
New Delhi (PTI): Con-
gress Adampur MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who
has been warming up to
the BJP after cross-vot-
ing in the Rajya Sabha
polls, on Sunday met Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP president
JP Nadda. Bishnoi was
expelled by the Con-
gress from all party po-
sitions last month. He
met the two senior BJP
leaders in New Delhi
and heaped praises on
them.
The younger son of
former Haryana chief
minister late Bhajan
Lal, Bishnoi posted pic-
tures of his meeting
with the two leaders.
There have been specu-
lations around Bish-
noi’s next move after he
cross-voted in last
month’s RS polls.
He has been sulking
ever since the Cong ig-
nored him for the post
of its Haryana unit
chief during a revamp
earlier this year.
Symbolic significance of the Office of the
Prez  the learnings from MK Gandhi
and Ambedkar made the days memorable
President Ram Nath Kovind
High sea waves crash against the shore at the Eves beach in Kovalam, in Thiruvananthapuram.  —PHOTO BY PTI
EDU INSTITUTIONS
SHUT FOR 3 DAYS
HEAVY RAINS
POUND SOUTH GUJ
WORKING TO RESUME AMARNATH
YATRA SOON:TOP OFFICIAL
Hyderabad: Telangana
shut all educational
institutions for three
days of holiday from
tomorrow amid heavy
rains in the state. The
decision was taken by
Telangana CM K Chan-
drashekar Rao after
a high-level meeting
with ministers and of-
ficials for reviewing the
situation in the state.
Earlier today, the Chief
Secretary also held a
video conference with
the collectors of dis-
tricts and took stock of
the situation. Officials
have been told to be on
high alert .
Our slow growth is not
all the fault of the pan-
demic, it is something
that had been building
up. Our underper-
formance actually dates
from perhaps the global
financial crisis and its
aftermath. Our biggest
problem is we are not
creating enough good
jobs. You can see the
protests against the Ag-
nipath scheme.
—Raghuram Rajan,
Former RBI Governor
Ahmedabad: Heavy
rains pounded many
parts of south Guja-
rat, leading to a rise
in the water level of
some rivers which
caused inundation in
various low-lying ar-
eas, following which
over 700 people
were shifted to safer
places in Navsari and
Valsad districts, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
There was flooding in
some low-lying areas
of Valsad after a rise
in the Orsang river
level. Authorities in
Navsari district were
also on alert.
New Delhi: Efforts are
underway to resume
the Amarnath Yatra,
Jammu and Kashmir’s
top official said today,
appealing for pilgrims
to come and assur-
ing that all facilities
will be provided. At
least 16 people died
after a flash flood trig-
gered by heavy rains
near the holy cave
shrine of Amarnath in
south Kashmir swept
away several people
on Friday evening.
Lieutenant Governor of
the Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir
Manoj Sinha on a visit
to the Nunwan base
camp for the cave
shrine in Pahalgam.
PAYING RESPECT
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav
interact with each other during the cremation of Sadhana Gupta, wife of party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav, in Lucknow on Sunday.
MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi meets Amit Shah and JP Nadda, in New
Delhi on Sunday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
PM NARENDRA MODI
GREETS PEOPLE ON
EID-UL-ADHA
The Prime Minister
also wished people on
the occasion of Ashadhi
Ekadashi. PM Narendra
Modi greeted people on
the occasion of Eid ul-
Adha and wished that the
festival inspired everyone
to work towards further-
ing the spirit of collective
well-being and prosperity
for the good of human-
kind. Modi tweeted, “Eid
Mubarak! Greetings on
Eid-ul-Adha. May this
festival inspire us to work
towards furthering the
spirit of collective well-
being and prosperity for
the good of humankind.”
Muslim devotees leave after offering prayers on the occasion of
Eid al-Adha, at Eidgah in Ghaziabad, Sunday.  —PHOTO BY PTI
Draupadi Murmu
greets BJP workers.
—PHOTO
BY
PTI
PM MODI...
the Hindutva and De-
velopment agenda as
the political course and
direction for the future.
The BJP is in mission
mode for the 2024 gen-
eral elections on a war
footing,” a senior BJP
leader told First India.
During the almost-
two-hour-long meeting,
Shah spent a substan-
tial time conversing
with Fadnavis, recom-
mending that fresh fac-
es needed to find a place
in the new council of
ministers without ig-
noring highly experi-
enced BJP workers who
have missed out on cab-
inet portfolios so far.
Shah was meeting Fad-
navis for the first time
since the MVA govern-
ment was toppled.
Shah also had good
advice for CM Shinde,
who leads a political
grouping of over 50
MLAs (including Shiv
Sena rebels and inde-
pendents), on establish-
ing a political system
for his group to be able
to maintain consensus
and sustain the alliance
government.
Nadda’s meeting
with the Maharashtra
duo also witnessed dis-
cussions with Fadnavis
on organizational
changes needed, includ-
ing the appointment of
a new state president so
that Chandrakant Dada
Patil could be relieved
of his post to take up an
assignment in the coun-
cil of ministers.
FROM PG 1
ACTOR PORTRAYING LORD SHIVA TO
PROTEST PRICE HIKE HELD IN ASSAM
Guwahati: A man was arrested in Assam today after
he was accused of hurting religious sentiments
during a street play in which he is dressed as Lord
Shiva. Birinchi Bora dressed up as Lord Shiva
yesterday while performing a skit with a female
co-actor (who dressed up as Parvati) to protest
against price rise under the Narendra Modi govt.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
Auction of 15
mineral blocks
quashed
India hands 44K
MT of urea to
crisis-hit Sri Lanka
Colombo (PTI): India on
Sunday handed more than
44,000 metric tonnes of
urea under a credit line
extended to crisis-ridden
Sri Lanka, as part of New
Delhi’s ongoing efforts to
support the island nation’s
farmers and help bolster
bilateral cooperation for
food security, the Indian
High Commission here said.
“High Commissioner met
the Honourable Agriculture
Minister and informed him
about the arrival of more
than 44,000 MT of urea
supplied under a credit
line extended by India to
Sri Lanka,” the Indian High
Commission said in a tweet.
New Delhi (PTI): Auction
of 15 mineral blocks has
been quashed in the ongo-
ing financial year, while 32
mines have been put on sale
successfully. Of the mines
whose auction is annulled,
five each are limestone
and manganese blocks,
two each are bauxite and
phosphorite blocks and one
is a gold mine. On the status
of auction of mineral blocks
in FY23 as on June 7, 2022,
the mines ministry said 11
are in Madhya Pradesh and
two each are in Chhattisgarh
and Uttar Pradesh. However,
no reasons were given for
the annulment of the auc-
tion of the 15 blocks.
New Delhi (PTI): National Mining Development Corporation
is looking to set up solar power plants in the southern state
of Telangana, according to its Chairman and MD Sumit Deb.
The state-run mining company is keen to invest in renewable
energy, Deb said. “Yes, we have
plans. We are looking in Telan-
gana where we have a sponge
iron unit,” he said. Deb said
NMDC may also set up a solar
power plant on the land available
with its sponge iron unit, located
at Paloncha in Telangana. The unit, which has a daily capac-
ity of 100 tonnes, is not operational now and NMDC has no
immediate plans to resume its operations, Deb said. NMDC,
which mines around 17% of the country’s annual iron ore
output, has lately been trying to diversify its business.
NMDC keen to invest in green energy: CMD
WILL BoJo’s RESIGNATION
impact India-UK FTA talks?
New Delhi (PTI):
Therearenoimmediate
indications about the
impact of the recent po-
litical developments in
Britainontheadvanced
India-UK negotiations
for a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) which aims
at further strengthen-
ing economic ties be-
tween the countries, an
official said.
On July 7, British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson announced
his resignation as Con-
servative Party leader
following an unprece-
dented mutiny from
within his Cabinet and
after being abandoned
by his close allies in the
wake of a series of
scandals that rocked
his government, trig-
gering a leadership
election for a new Tory
leader who will go on to
become his successor.
In Jan, both coun-
triesformallylaunched
talks for a free trade
agreement, which aims
to boost bilateral trade
and investments.
In such pacts, two
countries either elimi-
nate or significantly
reduce customs duties
on the maximum num-
ber of goods traded be-
tween them, besides
easing norms for pro-
moting investments
and services trade.
“The development in
the UK has happened
very recently… We
have not received any
indications about hav-
ing any effect of resig-
nation on the ongoing
FTA talks. Since the
Conservative Party is
still going to be in the
government, we do not
see any immediate
problem and we have
not heard of any rea-
son which may affect
the strong bilateral
partnership between
India and the UK,” the
official said.
The official added
that the talks are at an
advanced stage and
both sides have agreed
on many chapters of
the proposed pact.
“The development in the UK has happened very
recently… We have not received any indications about
having any effect of resignation on the ongoing free trade
agreement (FTA) talks. Since the Conservative Party is
still going to be in the government, we do not see any
immediate problem and we have not heard of any reason
which may affect the strong bilateral partnership between
India and the UK,” the official said. The official added that
the talks are at an advanced stage and both sides have
agreed on many chapters of the proposed pact.
Since Conservative still in govt...
New Delhi (PTI): As-
set management com-
panies added 51 lakh
investor accounts in
June quarter, taking
the total tally to 13.46
crore, on increasing
awareness about mu-
tual funds and ease of
transactions through
digitisation, and ex-
perts hope the ongoing
financial year to be
promising too.
In comparison, 93
lakh accounts (or fo-
lios in mutual fund
parlance) were opened
in March quarter,
while a staggering 3.2
crore investor ac-
counts were added in
the last 12 months,
data with the Associa-
tion of Mutual Funds
in India showed.
Although there were
fewer folios in April-
June this year than in
the March quarter,
there was still an in-
crease, which is an in-
dication that investors
continued to invest de-
spite the volatility in
the market.
Geopolitical ten-
sions like the Russia-
Ukraine War, increas-
ing inflation, rising
bond yields, and the
Federal Reserve’s
hawkish views on in-
terest rates are a few
factors that can be at-
tributed to this, said
Priya Agrawal, Money
Coach at LXME.
Going forward, the
ongoing financial year
appears to be promis-
ing in terms of folios
growth, she said.
Market conditions,
geopolitical situations,
inflation rates, finan-
cialisation of invest-
ments and increasing
awareness among the
people are some of the
elements that may
have an impact on this
industry, she added.
According to the
data, the number of fo-
lios with 43 fund hous-
es rose to 13.46 crore in
June 2022 from 12.95
crore in March 2022,
registering a gain of 51
lakh during the three-
month period.
AMCs add 51 lakh investor
accounts in June quarter
REASONS
New Delhi (PTI):
Trading activity in the
domesticequitymarket
this week will be influ-
enced by a host of mac-
roeconomic data an-
nouncements, includ-
ing inflation number
for June, first quarter
earnings from compa-
nies, global trends and
foreign funds move-
ment, analysts said.
Besides, other key
factors like rupee-dol-
lar trend and Brent
crude oil price will
also guide market sen-
timents, they added.
“This week, partici-
pants will first react to
TCS numbers. Besides,
macroeconomic data
viz. IIP and CPI on July
12 and WPI on July 14
will be in focus. Apart
from domestic factors,
global cues like perfor-
mance of the US mar-
kets, crude movement
etc will remain on the
radar,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.
“... IIP and CPI num-
berswillbeannounced
on 12th July whereas
WPIwillbeannounced
on 14th July. On the
global front, US CPI
number, IIP and job
numbers will be key
factors,” said Santosh
Meena, Head of Re-
search, Swastika In-
vestmart Ltd.
Macro data, Q1 earnings, global
cues to dictate market trend
Mkt last week
Last week, the BSE Sen-
sex advanced 1,573.91
points or 2.97%, while
the NSE Nifty climbed
468.55 points or 2.97%.
FPIstakeoutover `4K
crfromequitiesinJuly
New Delhi (PTI): For-
eign investors contin-
ue to desert Indian eq-
uity markets and have
pulled out over `4,000
crore this month so far
amid steady apprecia-
tion of the dollar and
rising interest rates in
the US.
However, the pace
of selling by foreign
portfolio investors
(FPIs) has been declin-
ing over the last few
weeks. FPIs have been
on selling mode for the
last nine months.
According to data
with depositories,
FPIs pulled out a net
amount of `4,096 crore
from the Indian equity
market during July 1
- 8. However, for the
first time in several
weeks, FPIs bought eq-
uities worth over
`2,100 crore on July 6.
This comes follow-
ing a net withdrawal
of `50,203 crore from
equities in June.
New Delhi (PTI):
Geo-political instabil-
ity appears to be tak-
ing a toll on the Indi-
an startups with the
total funding declin-
ing by 40% to $6.8 bil-
lion in the April-June
quarter, reveals a
PwC India report.
The early-stage
deals comprised
more than 60% of the
total with an average
ticket size of $5 mil-
lion, as per the PwC
India report titled,
‘Startup Deals Track-
er - Q2 CY22.’ “After
three consecutive
quarters of raising
more than $10 bil-
lion, the total fund-
ing in the Indian
startup ecosystem
fell by 40% during Q2
CY22 to reach $ 6.8
billion. “The decline
can be attributed to a
global slowdown, de-
crease in tech stock
valuations, inflation
and geopolitical in-
stability,” it added.
Startup funding declines
40% in April-June: PwC
CEOs expect
better job
creation
prospects
New Delhi (PTI): A
majority of CEOs in
a poll conducted by
CII anticipate im-
proved job creation
prospects in their
companies in the
first half of FY23
ending September,
even as expectations
of monetary tighten-
ing are pervasive, the
industry body said
on Sunday
.
The recent poll
was conducted by
CII. “Further, GDP
growth is expected to
be in the range of 7%
to 8% as revealed by
57% of the CEOs
while only 34% of
them anticipate be-
low 7% expansion in
the economy,” said
CII. Besides, about
49% of the CEOs felt
that rural demand
would be better in H1
FY23 as against the
same period last year.
The results reveal
that while expecta-
tions of monetary
tightening are per-
vasive, given the
sharp increase in
inflation and height-
ened inflation expec-
tations, overall out-
look for H1 (April-
Sept) FY23 looks ro-
bust, CII said.
SpiceXpress to be hived off
fromSpiceJetbyAug1stweek
New Delhi (PTI):
Banks and sharehold-
ers have given their
approval to hive off
cargo and logistics
company SpiceXpress
from SpiceJet airline
and the bifurcation
will be done by the
first week of August,
the carrier’s CMD
Ajay Singh has said.
SpiceJet had on Au-
gust 17 last year an-
nounced it was trans-
ferring its cargo and
logistics services on a
slump sale basis to
its subsidiary Spic-
eXpress as it will
allow the company to
raise funds independ-
ent of the budget car-
rier and rapidly grow.
SpiceJet is under
the regulatory scan-
ner right now. Just
five days back, the
airline was issued a
show-cause notice by
the DGCA after its
aircraft were hit by at
least eight incidents
of technical malfunc-
tion since June 19.
Singh said: “We
have got the share-
holders’ approval for
that (hiving off Spic-
eXpress from Spice-
Jet). We have got the
approval from our
banks to do that. I
think in the last
phase...We should be
done by the first week
of next month.” “It
will be a separate
company called Spic-
eXpress. It will be
owned by SpiceJet
but it will be a sepa-
rate company
.”
Separate Co.
SpiceXpress will be
owned by Spice-
Jet but it will be a
separate company,
CMD Ajay Singh
told PTI.
EPFO to soon disburse pension to 73 lakh in one go
New Delhi (PTI): Re-
tirement fund body
EPFO will consider
and approve a proposal
for setting up a central
pension disbursal sys-
tem in its meeting on
July 29 and 30, paving
the way for crediting
the benefit into over 73
lakh pensioners’ bank
accounts in one go.
Presently, over 138
regional offices of the
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation
(EPFO) disburse pen-
sions to beneficiaries
in their region sepa-
rately. Thus, the pen-
sioners of different
regional offices are
getting pensions at dif-
ferent times or days.
“A proposal for set-
ting up a central pen-
sion disbursal system
will be placed in the
EPFO’s apex decision
making body Central
Board of Trustees
(CBT) in a meeting
scheduled on July 29
and 30,” a source said.
The source further
stated that the pension
would be disbursed us-
ing a central database
of over 138 regional of-
fices in the country
and this will facilitate
crediting the benefit
into bank accounts of
over 73 lakh benefi-
ciaries in one go.
The source ex-
plained that all region-
al offices cater to the
pensioners in their re-
gions separately and
that is why pensioners
across the country get
pension on different
times or days.
Present status
Presently, over 138 re-
gional offices of the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation disburse
pensions to beneficiaries
in their region separately.
New Delhi (PTI):
With commodity pric-
es peaking out, major
FMGC players, includ-
ing Parle Products,
Godrej Consumer
Products and Dabur
expect a recovery in
demand in both rural
and urban markets go-
ing forward aided by
price stability
.
Moreover, FMCG
makers can look for-
ward to better gross
margins by the last
month of Q2FY23 on a
year-on-year basis, as
there is a lag of
around two
months in their in-
ventory coupled
with forward con-
tracts, experts say
.
Prices of commodi-
ties have now peaked
out and there has been
a 15-20% decline from
peak prices in most
commodities, accord-
ing to Parle Products
Senior Category Head
Mayank Shah.
While prices of com-
modities have seen a
decline in the last few
days, they are still very
high compared to a
similar period last
year, he said in an in-
teraction.
FMCG makers expect
recovery in vol growth
New Delhi (PTI):
Eight of the 10 most
valued domestic
firms together add-
ed `1,81,209.89 crore
in market valuation
last week, with Hin-
dustan Unilever
emerging as the big-
gest gainer.
From the top-10
pack, Reliance In-
dustries and Tata
Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) were
the only laggards.
Among the win-
ners, Hindustan
Unilever Ltd (HUL)
added ` 50,058.05
crore, taking its
valuation to
`5,86,422.74 crore.
In contrast, the
m-cap of TCS de-
clined by `18,770.93
croreto`11,94,625.39
crore.
The valuation of
Reliance Industries
went lower by
`11,805.14 crore to
`16,17,879.36 crore.
Eight of top 10
firms add
`1.81 lakh
crore in m-cap
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It is better to make mistakes, at least
you are doing something; it is far
better than doing nothing.
— Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO  Editor-in-Chief, First India
Aarey Colony needs to be
protected: Aaditya Thackeray
First India Bureau
Mumbai: Former Ma-
harashtra minister
Aaditya Thackeray
on Sunday joined
Mumbaikars in a pro-
test against the state
government’s deci-
sion to construct a
Metro car shed in the
city’s Aarey Colony.
“The 808-acre area
there (at Aarey) was re-
served as a forest to pre-
serve the wildlife and
biodiversity in the city.
I appeal to the new state
government (led by CM
Eknath Shinde) not to
take out the anger
against us, on Mum-
bai,” Thackeray told
reporters.
Thackeray said that
the previous Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment—wherein he
had served as the tour-
ism and environment
minister—was “pro-
Mumbai, pro-Maha-
rashtra and a votary of
sustainable develop-
ment”.
In the Aarey forest,
often termed as the
city’s ‘green lung’, lo-
cated in Goregaon west-
ern suburb, over 300
different varieties of
flora and fauna are
found, including a large
number of leopards.
Green activists have
been vehemently oppos-
ing the cutting of trees
in Aarey for the pro-
posed car shed.
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis
recently directed the
state advocate general
and the administration
to submit a proposal on
building the car shed in
AareyColony
,insteadof
Kanjurmarg, the east-
ern suburb which was
chosen by the previous
Uddhav Thackeray-led
MVA government.
Thackeray further
requested the Maha-
rashtra government to
construct a veterinary
hospital at the construc-
tion site of the Aarey
metro car shed.
Claiming that metro
cars go for maintenance
every3-4monthsandnot
every night, the govern-
ment can afford to build
sheds in Kanjurmarg.
“If sheds are built in
Kanjurmarg, forest life
will be preserved, along
with tribal life and
money,” said the leader.
Earlier on July 03,
Aaditya Thackeray had
urged the CM Shinde
government to scrap the
re-proposed Aarey met-
ro project, which has
been a fraught issue in
thecityforseveralyears.
THE TIMELINE
Thackeray interacting with
protestors at Aarey Forest on
Sunday. —PTI PHOTO
Local residents expressing dissent against the proposed Metro
car shed at Aarey.
Former Maha
minister joins
protestors on
Mumbai streets,
urges new govt to
‘preserve wildlife
 biodiversity’
‘AllMVAalliesshould
contest2024Maha
Assemblypollstogether’
Aurangabad (PTI):
NCP chief Sharad
Pawar on Sunday
said he feels the
three Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) al-
lies—Shiv Sena,
NCP and Con-
gress—should fight
the 2024 Maharash-
tra Assembly elec-
tions together, but
a decision on it will
be taken only after
the issue is dis-
cussed with the
leaders of his party
as well as the alli-
ance partners.
Pawar, who is on
two-day tour of Au-
rangabad, was speak-
ing to reporters here.
Responding to a
query whether the
MVA parties should
fight the next assem-
bly elections in the
state together, Pawar
said, “It is my person-
al wish that the MVA
constituents should
contest the future
polls together..I will
first have a discuss the
issue with my party
leaders and talks can
then be held with the
alliance partners.”
The MVA govern-
ment led by Thackeray
collapsed on June 29,
days after his party
Shiv Sena faced a re-
bellion launched by
senior leader Eknath
Shinde. On June 30,
Shinde took oath as
the chief minister,
while BJP’s Devendra
Fadnaviswasswornin
as his deputy
. Shinde
enjoys the support of
40 rebel Sena MLAs.
Talking about the
speculation that some
Congress MLAs in
Goa may cross over to
the ruling BJP, the for-
mer Union minister
asked how can one for-
get what happened in
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and in Maha-
rashtra. “According to
me, it took a long time
for Goa,” he said.
Headdedthatthede-
lay in the formation of
the Shinde-led govern-
ment’scabinetcouldbe
because of the Su-
preme Court’s hearing
scheduled for Monday
.
The SC will hear the
plea of Sena chief
whip Sunil Prabhu
seeking suspension
from the assembly of
CMShindeand15rebel
MLAs against whom
disqualification pleas
are pending.
‘WAS UNAWARE OF DECISION’
Court will decide
to whom the
Shiv Sena
belongs, says
NCP chief Pawar
9-year-old
tribal girl
dies at
govt hostel
in Palghar
MP Bhawan in
Pandharpur:
‘Maintain it or
hand it over to
Maha trust’
First India Bureau
Palghar: A nine-year-
old girl died of health
complications at a state-
run-hostel for tribal
children on Sunday in
Palghar district. She
was a student of the
ashram school-cum
hostel in Talasari area.
“The girl complained
of some health-related
complications and was
immediately rushed to
sub-district Hospital
situated in Dahanu. She
died before she could
reach the hospital. A JJ
Hospital report con-
firmed that ‘pulmonary
consolidation’ was the
cause behind her sud-
den death”, informed
Aseema Mittal, Sub-Di-
visional Magistrate and
IRDP (Integrated Rural
Development Program)
project officer.
Alarmed by the girl’s
death, authorities con-
ductedahealthcheck-up
of all inmates of the
boarding school. Of
them, 11 have viral-fever
like symptoms and have
been admitted in a local
hospital for treatment.
Bhopal (PTI): Con-
gress Rajya Sabha
MP Digvijaya Singh
on Sunday said the
Madhya Pradesh Bha-
wan in Maharash-
tra’s renowned tem-
ple town Pandharpur
must be maintained
by the Shivraj Singh
Chouhan government
or be handed over to
its counterpart there.
Pandharpur in
Solapur in the neigh-
bouring state is home to
Lord Vitthal-Goddess
Rukmini temple and is
the centre of the warka-
ri movement that sees
lakhs of pilgrims con-
gregate on Ashadi Eka-
dashi, which was cele-
brated on Sunday
.
Singh said he got the
MP Bhawan construct-
ed there during his
chief ministerial ten-
ure for the convenience
of devoteesinthestate’s
Indore, Betul and
Chhindwara regions,
but the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment has not taken
care of it since 2004.
“The building is in
bad shape. I request MP
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to make
proper arrangements
for its maintenance or
hand it over to the Vittal
Temple Trust of the Ma-
harashtragovernment,”
Singh said in a tweet.
Probe into the incident
is underway and a
case of accidental
death has been lodged
RELIGIOUS FERVOUR
People marked
the festivals of
Ashadhi Ekadashi
and Eid-ul-Adha in
Mumbai on Sunday.
Hindus celebrated
by participating in
processions and
worshipping Lord
Vishnu and Goddess
Lakshmi. Mumbai
Mayor Kishori
Pednekar was also
seen offering prayers
at the Vitthal Mandir
Wadala. Muslims
offered namaz
outside Bandra
railway station and
greeted each other
on the occasion.
Children and adults
of both faiths were
spotted observing
their respective
rituals on the day.
—PHOTOS BY
BHUSHAN KOYANDE
 PTI
New Delhi: Manoj Jag-
yasi, former CRO at Zee
Medial Corporation
Limited, has joined the
upcoming Hindi news
channel Bharat 24 as
Strategic Advisor 
Chief Business Officer
(CBO). The channel is
helmed by Jagdeesh
Chandra.Hehasworked
with Zee for 5 years and
left in April this year.
At ZMCL, Jagyasi is
credited for turning
around the regional
cluster of Zee Media
comprising channels
like Zee UP/UK, Zee
MP/Chhattisgarh, Zee
Bihar/Jharkhand, Zee
Rajasthan, Zee 24 Ghan-
ta, Zee 24 Taas, Zee 24
Kalak and taken their
National channel Zee
Hindustan to the next
level by introducing
many first industry ini-
tiative at Zee life Udaan
series (SME driven),
Rise ( Start up ), Educa-
tion summit and along
side many customised
properties for advertis-
ers across india.
The industry friends
fondly call him “The
turnaround machine.”
Jagyasi had joined
ZMCL in July 2020 as
Executive Cluster Head
(Sales). He was promot-
ed to the post of Chief
Revenue Officer in
April 2021.
Prior to Zee Media,
he was Executive Clus-
ter Head (Revenue
Head) at Zee Entertain-
ment, where he man-
aged the sales for eight
news channels and one
entertainment channel.
Before that, he was Na-
tional Sales Head at Zee
Unimedia, which used
to be the ad sales arm of
Zee Entertainment.
In a career spanning
close to two decades,
Jagyasi has also worked
withcompanieslikeiTV
Network, Network
18,Hindustan Unilever
and India Today group.
Jagyasi is an experi-
enced business leader
with a demonstrated
history of working in
the Broadcast
Media and FMCG in-
dustry and has experi-
ence of working across
locations of India.
 (Source: Samachar4media)
Manoj Jagyasi, former CRO of Zee Media joins
Bharat24 as Strategic Advisor  Chief Business Officer
Manoj Jagyasi
At ZMCL, Jagyasi
is credited for
turning around
the regional
cluster. Industry
friends fondly
call him “The
turnaround
machine”
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rvashi Rautela
was recently
got  captured in
the eyes of
shutterbugs around
the city. The actor’s
sartorial evolution
with the quintessen-
tial traditional
piece has been
anything but
basic. Set-
ting the
s t y l e
quotient
a notch
higher, Ur-
vashi has been
spotted donning a
sharara as she gets
clicked by the shutterbugs
around the city.
Urvashi looked no less
than a beauty arriving from
heaven as she wore a shara-
ra. Her outfit was a Zohra
peplum in georgette paired
with an embroidered dupatta
with embroidery trim.
Speaking about her look, she
opted for a parted sleek pony-
tail with minimal makeup
and a tint of blush that went
off pretty well paired along
with black shades.
R
ashmika Mandan-
na is considered
one of the most at-
tractive actresses
in both South and Bolly-
wood at the moment. A
toned body makes a cru-
cial part in good looks
and hence the Pushpa
star is frequently papped
hitting the gym. Yester-
day as well, the diva was
clicked by the shutter-
bugs outside her workout
hub. She opted for a casual
look in an oversized white
shirt and brown pants for her
day at the gym.
Meanwhile, on the work front,
according to the sources Rash-
mika Mandanna has reportedly
been roped in as the leading lady
alongside Tiger Shroff in a forth-
coming Dharma Film. This
Shashank Khaitan directorial is
touted to be an action-packed enter-
tainer. According to reports, the
Baaghi actor has already started
prepping for the drama. The pro-
ject is believed to go on the floors
in September this year.
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A
nanya Panday
is one of the
most talked-
about actresses
in the industry
. The Pati Patni Aur
Woh actress is once again making the
headlines and this time her comfy
fashion statement. Ananya was
clicked recently as she stepped out in
the city. In the pics, Ananya looked
stunning as she wore a beautiful,
without sleeves in her green col-
oured crop-top which she had
paired with dark
green trousers.
MUMBAI, MONDAY,
JULY 11, 2022
k Villain Returns is
the sequel to the su-
per-hit thriller dra-
ma Ek Villain, star-
ring Sidharth Mal-
hotra, Shraddha Ka-
poor, and Ritiesh
Deshmukh. The upcoming
Mohit Suri directorial star-
ring John Abraham, Arjun
Kapoor, Disha Patani, and
Tara Sutaria is making the
right amount of noise and has
managed to get people excited
about the movie by a ripper of
a trailer and two instant hit
songsnamelyGalliyanReturns
and Dil. The film is scheduled
to release in less than 3 weeks,
ie on 29th July 2022, and the
ground-level promotions of the
film have begun, to reach out to
a wider audience. ‘Villains’ Ar-
jun Kapoor, Tara Sutaria, and
Disha Patani began their first
leg of ground-level promo-
tions by visiting a mall in
Mumbai. The trio looked
ravishing to say the
very least.
PERFECT SELFIE
E
S
hamshera starring
Ranbir Kapoor,
Vaani Kapoor,
and Sanjay Dutt
has been making a lot
of noise lately. YRF
shared a new video
showcasing some be-
hind-the-scenes of the
movie. In the video,
Vaani was seen talking
about her character
‘Sona’. Vaani said that
her character has sub-
stance and an arc. The
BellBottom actress
said, “It’s a beautiful
character very sub-
stantially written.
The girl is very
empowered and
she does have an
arc. It’s a world
I as an actor
have never
explored be-
fore.”
INDIAN
BEAUTY ANANYA’S
DAY OUT
Dating
Rumours!
S
onakshi Sinha
opened up about how
she constantly gets
quizzed about her
dating life or wedding on
social media. Elaborating
on the same, Sonakshi said,
“I have always maintained
that if I’m being spoken
about, I would rather be
spoken about for my work.
But of course, people are
curious. They want to know
what’s going on in my life
and they can speculate all
they want. Until I’m not
ready to share my life
with the world, I
won’t do it.”
A
lia Bhatt is finally
back in Mumbai af-
ter wrapping up her
Hollywood debut
movie‘HeartOf Stone’shoot
alongside Gal Gadot. Just a
few minutes ago, Alia was
spotted at Mumbai airport
in comfy clothes. Hubby
Ranbir Kapoor came to re-
ceive his wife. Soon-to-be
mommy Alia’s baby bump
was also evident in the pic-
tures! Alia’s airport fash-
ion was on point as
usual. She
wore a white
vest and com-
fy black
pants. She
completed
thelookwith
an oversized
white shirt.
ALIA’S
BABY
BUMP
FASHION
AT ITS
BEST
SONA HAS AN ARC
Disha Patani
Urvashi Rautela Ananya Panday
Sonakshi Sinha
Spotted...
Alia Bhatt
Spotted...
Rashmika Mandanna
Vaani Kapoor
Spotted...
Spotted...
His IG story...
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ear of fatness can
drive people to-
wards strict diet
habits concerning
bodyimagesoCity
First brings to you
details about the
concept of Fatphobia.
WHAT IS FATPHOBIA?
Fatphobia is the pathologi-
cal fear of fatness. In other
words, it is fear or dislike
or obsessive avoidance of
the consumption of fat or
obesity or for that matter
obese people.
In the past, there have
been passing mentions of
this phenomenon of fat-
ness as depicted below:
“Yeshalleatthefatof the
land” — Genesis, XIV
, 18
“That people laughed
and grew fat” —Woodman,
1980
But being thin or being
size zero is the new fad, es-
pecially among young
women and the fashion in-
dustry has perpetuated
this over the last couple of
decades. So being fat or
obese is equated to being
ugly and has created preju-
dices and aversion in our
minds. Moreover, the word
fat itself is portrayed as
highly inflammatory and
depicts not being healthy
in the health care settings.
TRANSITION OF FAT
The pervasively depicted
creed of social discrimina-
tion for fat/obesity in to-
day’s century had almost a
diverse fragment in the
early times — 23,000 to
25,000 years ago in Europe
where “Venus of Willen-
dorf,” “Venus figurines”
— round, pear-shaped por-
trayal of woman’s body
with large breasts were
symbolized for fertility
and attractiveness.
A similar depiction of
beauty with curves was
very much evident in an-
cient times and excess
body weight (voluptuous
and round) was measured
as a sign of affluence.
Although the exact lin-
eage of interpretation of
such figures was limited,
the cultural paradigm of
the “ideal” body repre-
sentation has taken a
huge turnover, (like thin,
waif-like models — “Gib-
son Girl”) from pre-his-
toric times.
“We saw models like
Twiggy lauded for how
small and lean they were,
and it became a sign of
beauty
. Today, we see more
weight bias in high-income
countries like the U.S., as
opposed to low-income
countries where a high
weight is seen as a sign of
wealth,” says Dr Fatima
Cody Stanford, Massachu-
setts General Hospital, and
Harvard Medical School in
Boston.
This may be attribut-
ed partly due to the rise
of the slave trade dur-
ing the 18th century
(when Europeans colo-
nized and established
racial superiority
based on their large
size and skin colour)
and relatively due to so-
cietal pressures to meet
the context of the ideal
body, especially among
women and young ones.
BIASES UNDERLYING
FATPHOBIA
Societal Bias
The scientific evidence for
obesity as an epidemic dis-
ease has led to immense
chauvinism and discrimi-
nation against obese or
overweight individuals.
Fatphobia is more than
merely a term, which often
preserves the credence
that overweight or obese
people are lazy, with lower
willpower and poor intel-
ligence. Moreover, the bias
is almost engrained and
widespread in the societal
infrastructure from fash-
ion, clothing, and cinemas
to the community level and
even the medical field.
“It’sallsodehumanizing,
and it endangers both the
physical and mental health
of those who [have] over-
weight and [obesity],” says
Dr Fatima Cody Stanford.
Fatphobia is prevalent
even in the work field
where obese people indi-
viduals face discrimina-
tion in hiring (women —
eight times and men three
times more) as per the In-
ternational Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) and the Hu-
man Rights Defender.
“Obesity is not always
attributable to eating too
many calories. People
with obesity have im-
paired metabolic path-
ways, and their brains
send out disordered sig-
nalling for hunger and
fullness. That’s why it’s
not as simple as just tell-
ing patients to watch what
they eat and exercise,”
says Dr Stanford.
PATHOLOGICAL
DIET CULTURE
Yet another root source
that feeds fatphobia is the
diet culture that catego-
rizes specific food and eat-
ing habits as beneficial or
harmful, oppressed with
hate speech shame, and
pathological views toward
fat/obese people.
Thecultureratherallows
one to deny their hunger
and food desires through
obligingly continual atten-
tion to their food picks, opt-
ing for the formula.
‘Obesity is equal to Un-
happiness and Thinness is
equal to Happiness’
The omnipresence of
diet culture hence takes
the form of a “belief sys-
tem: promoting thinness
and associating it with
health, happiness and mor-
al virtue encouraging
weight loss, so that we
waste time, energy and
money trying to lose
weight, idealizing an unat-
tainable model of beauty,
demonizing and shaming
certain ways of eating and
certain bodies while advo-
cating others oppressing
anddiscriminatingagainst
people who do not fit the
standards of thinness and
the supposed image of
“health.” specifically wom-
en, which harms both their
mental and physical
health,” as defined by
Christy Harrison, an anti-
diet dietitian.
This hinders obese peo-
ple to eat or move freely of
their will in public spaces.
Promoting diet culture
through different restric-
tive diets — paleo, ketogen-
ic, intermittent fasting and
similar may ultimately
lead to dangerous food re-
lationships — the develop-
ment of eating disorders
like binge eating, anorexia
nervosa, or other psychiat-
ric illness.
Despite the awareness of
the long-term failure rate
of dietsforoverweight(fail-
ure rate being more than
95% and
s u c c e s s
rate un-
der 5%),
the pub-
liccontin-
ues to fol-
low the de-
signed-to-fail
strategy (diet
culture) with
growing insecuri-
ties of obesity
.
Moreover, it is es-
timated that the
“wellness economy”
amounts to over 3,700 bil-
lion dollars globally with
648 billion contributed to
nutrition and weight loss
as calculated by the Glob-
al Wellness Institute
(American non-profit or-
ganization) — a trend set
to grow beyond.
HIGH BMI DOES NOT
MEAN YOU ARE
UNHEALTHY
Body mass index (BMI) is
another stigmatizing over-
tone toward obesity and
overweight. The measure
was created by Adolphe
Quetelet, a Belgian math-
ematician in 1832 to esti-
mate the “perfect weight
of the average man” as a
depiction of a social ideal.
FATPHOBIA - OVERCOMING
FATPHOBIA - OVERCOMING
THE PATHOLOGICAL FEAR
THE PATHOLOGICAL FEAR
KARISHMA ABHISHEK
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
F
HIGHLIGHTS
Fatphobia is the pathological level of fear or dis-
like toward fat or obese or obese people.
Negative gestures posed by societal pressures all
around, add to the exaggerated drives of fatphobia.
Campaigns by several activists, experts, and the
public may help bring down the threateningly ele-
vated points of fatphobia.
SOURCE: This article is sourced from
www.medindia.net. Medindia
is a trusted health site from
India and among the top 100
health websites in the world.
 


	12. eauty with a
brain  is rare
c o m b i n a -
tion. You can
only have ei-
therof these,
but if you
have both then you
are an ‘exception’.
Swati is a cheerful
and versatile person
who holds the view
that Perfection is not
attainable, but if we
chase perfection we
can catch excellence.
It denotes the
capacity for
both as-
s i m i l a -
tion and
antago-
nism.
Describe yourself,
and what would
you say are some vi-
tal skills or charac-
teristics to have to
make it in the mod-
elling world?
I love adventure and
life. I live by the phi-
losophy that life is
too short to experi-
ence and witness all
the great things in
the world so don’t
forget to live life to
the fullest.
I am proud to be a
strong and independ-
ent female and be-
lieve in the power of
acknowledgement.
According to me,
the model should
know to acknowl-
edge the work and be
courteous.
Modelling is a
good career, parents
and families have
myths but when one
of us becomes
then it fades off.
Work hard and
never leave an
opportunity
.
What inspired you
to find the Super-
model in you. Share
some insides of
your journey.
Being a supermodel
makes me feel good
and more confident.
The journey has
many memories. My
name is now taken as
supermodel Swati
Jangid in all the
events and news sto-
ries, I feel glad and
thank all my mentors
specially Gaurav
Gaur for supporting
me and guiding me.
What was the big-
gest rookie mistake
you made when
just starting out?
I did not take this
career seriously
starting, then I
realised that this
is my golden op-
portunity and I
should grab it.
What has been
the most memora-
ble or rewarding
moment in your
career?
The most reward-
ing moments are
when I walk as
the showstop-
per in ramp
shows. It is cer-
tainly a bless-
ing to have so
many people
there to lift
you up.
B
A STRONG WOMAN KNOWS SHE HAS STRENGTH ENOUGH FOR THE JOUR-
NEY,BUT A WOMAN OF STRENGTH KNOWS IT IS IN THE JOURNEY WHERE
SHE WILL BECOME STRONG.SWATI JANGID,A PASSIONATE SUPERMODEL
AND A STRONG MOTIVATOR SHARES HER JOURNEY WITH CITY FIRST
STRONG IS THE
STRONG IS THE
NEW PRETTY!
NEW PRETTY!
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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CITY BUZZ
GET VACCINATED
STAY MASKED
ELIMINATE THE WORD IMPOSSIBLE!
Inderjeet Modi, an actor and theatre artist known
for his performance in the play Aashiqana shares
his journey in an exclusive interview with City First
G
ive some in-
sights about
your journey
as an actor?
It was really tough
initially, when there
was no one who trust-
ed me that I can act,
but as I kept giving
audition and audi-
tions, I gave auditions
for three years along
with it I was doing
theatre, eventually
folks from industry
started noticing me
and my craft, and
then I got my first big
tv show which is
Amma ke babau ki
baby, along with it I
did few cameos in
crime petrol and hap-
pu ki ultan paltan, af-
ter this I never looked
back, then I did Rang
jau tere rang mein
andIleftthatshowfor
my current ongoing
show which is
Aashiqana, stream-
ing on Disney hotstar.
What are your op-
tions regarding the
current TV indus-
try and what are
your views on fa-
vouritism?
My options are
that I can do negative
and positive both, 2
months back I did
negative cameo in a
show called Lovepan-
ti but then I though I
want to explore
more of the
comedy ele-
ments in me. My
current show is
Aashiqana on hot-
star and I am playing
the character of Raj
who is a modern day
guy with a great
sense of humour.
The character is pos-
itive, smart, funny,
intelligent.
What has been the
best performance of
your career so far?
I think this ques-
tion should be an-
swered by my audi-
ence, as far as I am
concerned I give my
best in every char-
acter I play. I am
enjoying the
character which I
am doing right now,
which is of Raj
What is your big-
gest goal as an ac-
tor?
The goal is to expe-
rience various hu-
man lives by playing
different characters.
And in doing so if I
can contribute to the
societybyanymeans.
Describe your crea-
tive process.
It’s very simple I
read books and ob-
serve people around
me, and when it
comes to preparing a
character, everyone
has their own pro-
cesses and I have my
own too. It’s a per-
sonal thing I think,
which cannot be
shared and under-
stood.
What would you do
differently if you
were to start over
again from day
one?
I will be more pa-
tient,
w o u l d
w o r r y
less and work
more smartly. I
don’t want to
change things
any more dif-
ferent because I
think whatever
happens, hap-
pens for a rea-
son. And for me
things have hap-
pened just in
time. I consider
myself very for-
tunate and lucky
.
You get things
when you are
ready for them.
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Terrified and Grateful at the
same time: Ranbir Kapoor
anbir Kapoor
returns to the
big screen af-
ter Sanju (2018)
in Shamshera
and is going all
out to promote
his film. The actor has
given a number of crit-
ically-acclaimed box
office hits in his
15-year-long career. At
the same time, he has
delivered some flops
but one thing that re-
main constant overall
is audience apprecia-
tion for Ranbir’s act-
ing.
Speaking to Ashish
Tiwari of First India
on the same he said, “ I
think this is a privilege
that the audience
wants to watch my
movie in theatres and I
can never take this for
granted so I am always
going to be grateful for
the love I receive “
Speaking on
his personal re-
sponsibility as a
doting father and
husband Ranbir
shared that he and
Alia did a few mock
interviews among
themselves as they
knew that Ranbir
would be
asked about
fatherhood
while pro-
motions he
shared, “I
knew I’d be
asked this
question a lot
as I promote
Shamshera.
So I re-
hearsed a lot
with Alia
too. She was
asking me,
‘Ranbir, aap
pita banne
wale ho, aap
kya kehna
chaahte ho?’ but
these were just
words, and I
can’t describe
the real feeling
that I am feel-
ing inside me. I
am very happy
and very excited, and
very nervous, I am ter-
rified also, but I am
very grateful,” he said.
ASHISH TIWARI
cityfirst.mumbai@firstindia.co.in
R
Shabaash Mithu:23
years of Woman in Blue!
T
eam ‘Shabaash
Mithu’ was in
Jaipur for the
film’s promotion
and to celebrate wom-
en’s cricket in all blue
and bloom.
Wonder Cement cele-
brates the strength of
every woman cricketer
in ‘Shabaash Mithu’,
a sports biopic
based on the life of
legendary crick-
eter Mithali Raj.
It follows her sto-
ry from being a
newbie to becom-
ing one of the tower-
ing personalities in
the game of cricket.
Commenting on
her Cricket journey
,
Mithali said, “I was
10 years old when I
startedplayinginan
academywhichwas
an all ‘boys’ acade-
my
. Most of the
academies only
enrolledboysand
there were no
spots for
g i r l s . ”
She said
the biggest
change she has wit-
nessed in her journey is
thatnowallcricketacad-
emies have girls.
When asked about
how Raj reacted to the
biopic being made on
her journey
, she said, “I
thought it was a joke. I
couldn’t grasp it, it
was all unexpected
for me. But when I
got a hang around
and got to know
Taapsee is play-
ing my charac-
ter, I was real-
ly elated. She
learned and
trained so
well in just 2
months, I
am really im-
pressed…the
hard work she
has put in is
c o m m e n d a -
ble!”
Taapsee, on
portraying
Mithali Raj,
said that
when the
film was
offered,
t h e r e
w a s
n o
script, just some re-
search material. She
said that the team want-
ed her commitment to
the role first.
“I was pretty excited
and readily said yes. But
what was to follow was
the excruciating
training, because I
never held a bat in
my hand, ever. And
Ididn’twanttocheat
myaudience.SoIdecided
to give my one hundred
per cent as there was no
other option. I just
wished I had learned to
play cricket earlier.”
Taapsee also talked
about the film being
more than just a fancy
biopic. “The movie is so
much more than that.
Because it is not just
centred around Mithali
but the struggles of the
entire team,” she stated.
Wonder Cement, one
of the fastest-growing
cement companies in
India celebrating its
10thanniversary
,takesa
lot of pride in being as-
sociated with a movie
that is a retelling of the
Indian Women Cricket
team’s glory
.
SALONI KHANDELWAL
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
Shah Rukh’s Eidi to Fans
S
hah Rukh Khan
and AbRam
came to meet
fans waiting for the
actor outside his
Mumbai home on
Eid. After greeting
the fans on the occa-
sion, the duo headed
inside Mannat.
For the meeting,
Shah Rukh wore a
white T-shirt, blue
denim, shoes and
dark sunglasses.
Abram opted for a
red T-shirt, black
pants and sneakers.
This is the second
time this year that
Shah Rukh has greet-
ed his fans on Eid.
Earlier in May, the
actor had met his
fans at the same spot
on Eid. Later, taking
to Twitter, Shah
Rukh shared two self-
ies with hundreds of
his fans waving as
they stood near Man-
nat. He captioned the
post, How lovely to
meet you all on Eid….
May Allah blesses
you with love and
happiness and may
the best of your past
be the worst of your
future.EidMubarak!!
BIG B CALLS ABHISHEK HIS
'TRUEST UTTARAADHIKAARI'
P
roud father Am-
itabh Bachchan
shares a heart-
felt post for his
‘truest uttaraadhikaari’
Abhishek Bachchan.
The father-son duo—
share a close relation-
ship and it was there for
the world to see in Big
B’s new post for his son.
Amitabh Bachchan has
always dished out ma-
jor fatherhood goals.
Both the Bachchans
have been extremely
successful in their ca-
reers. And now Am-
itabh lovingly calls Ab-
hishek his uttaraadhi-
kaari.
Big B took to his In-
stagram to share a col-
lage of two pictures. In
the collage of photos
posted by the actor, the
father-son duo can be
seen standing atop cars
surrounded by crowds.
An exceptionally proud
moment for a dad.
Meanwhile, on the work
front, Big B has several
projects in the pipeline.
He will soon be seen in
Ayan Mukerji’s mytho-
logical fantasy drama
Brahmastra. While Ab-
hishek Bachchan will
be soon seen in R Bal-
ki’s Ghoomer.
PAYAL AND SANGRAM TIE THE KNOT
P
ayal Rohatgi and
Sangram Singh
have tied the
knot and the first pho-
tos from their wed-
ding are now out! The
celeb couple got mar-
ried in an intimate
ceremony in Agra.
After dating each
other for years, ac-
tress Payal Rohatgi
got married to wres-
tler Sangram Singh on
July 9. The couple
looked like a dream as
they posed for photos.
Payal Rohatgi and
Sangram Singh got
married at a temple in
Agra in the presence
of their family and
close friends. Before
their ‘big day, the cou-
ple had visited a tem-
ple to offer prayers for
their new beginnings.
The actress made for
the prettiest bride in a
red lehenga choli.
—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA
Abhishek Bachchan
Amitabh Bachchan
Shah Rukh Khan and Abram
Payal Rohatgi
and Sangram Singh
Vivek Patni, Taapsee Pannu and
Mithali Raj with others during the press conference
Taapsee Pannu
Inderjeet Modi
Vaani Kapoor and Ranbir Kapoor
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